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PREFACE. 


Ac.  i^AiL^^  4.T>;«  «^^;^«  ^f  ArfiVlftg   \i  jr  ipfinmbeiit 

ERRATA  IN  VOL.   I. 

Ptigc    1 1,  line  9,  for  "  Arcaccs,"  read  "  Arsaces." 

14,   „    6  and  7,  for  [^|;£l]jl,  read  [j^|^]jl 

14,   „  \fjyfor  "Art.  IX."  read  "  Art.  XXI." 

51,   „    3  from  bottom, /or  "  Indian  bull  wit  hita  hump,"  read  **  Indian  Imll 
witb  its  hump." 

•57,    „    10, /or  "  Arab  denomination,"  read  "Arab  domination." 

68,   „    11,  and  page  B9,  line  2,  for  CJ<>  ULJ  read  uJo  Uj . 

71,   „    ll,/or«33,  r«irf«33. 

93,   ,,    22, /or  "  square  mans  of  masonry,"  read  "  square  chamber  of  masonry  " 
1 1 4,  last  line  of  note,  for  *'  Vaga,"  read  "  Yaga." 

1 76,  last  line,  for  '*  towards  the  end  of  this  volume,"  read  "  at  paire  166  vol  ii ' • 
206,  note,  for  "  Kum&on,"  read  "  Kuh&on."  ^^         ' 

230,  line  7  from  bottom, /or  "higest  interest,"  read  "highest  interest." 
238,  last  line  of  note,  for  ^fT^ff ,  read  ^^\^^{%. 

248,  line  11  from  the  bottom,  for  "  few  insokted  names,"  read  "  few  insnlatul 

names." 
262,  three  lines  from  bottom, /or  "  Plate  xxxi,"  read  "  Plate  xxxviii  " 
350,  last  line  but  two, /or  "  [2IIATPI02],"  read  "  [SnAATPIOJl" 
435,  line  4,  for  "  Plate  xiiv.,"  read  "  Plate  xxxvi." 

copper-plates,  oi  ine  autuor»  uwu  t^jLtsuuuuu,  wt^io 
available  for  immediate  use,  under  the  liberal  cou- 
cession  of  his  executors. 

This  design,  in  its  confined  outline,  met  with  ready 
encouragement  from  Mr,  Austin,  the  enterprising  printer 
of  Hertford;  and  hence  printing  was  commenced,  and 
proceeded  with  to  some  extent,  under  the  intention,  on . 
my  part,  of  little  more  than  mere  mechanical  reproduc- 
tion, with  occasional  references  to,  or  quotations  from. 
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more  reeent  works.  While  progressing  in  the  examina- 
tion of  each  Essay,  as  it  chanced  to  be  required  for  the 
compositor,  I  felt  that  it  was  desirable  to  extend  my 
supplementary  notes  and  additions  far  beyond  what  I 
had  at  first  contemplated;  and  gradually  the  question 
suggested  itself,  whether  it  would  not  be  preferable  to 
myself,  and  more  advantageous  to  the  work,  to  re-cast  and 
re-write  the  several  articles  illustrative  of  the  already- 
prepared  plates,  so  as  to  bring  the  former  up  to  the 
present  state  of  our  knowledge,  without  condemning 
the  reader  to  follow  the  progressive  lessons  that 
Frinsep  taught  himself  and  others,  as  he  advanced  in 
his  novel  discoveries,  which  may  be  said  to  have  been 
limited  more  by  the  incoming  of  materials,  than  by  any 
defect  of  his  own  talent,  or  power  of  combination.  As 
this  impression  forced  itself  upon  my  notice  coincidently 
with  the  disclosure  of  the  loss  of  a  considerable  number 
of  the  original  copper-plates,  I  proposed  the  alternative 
to  Mr.  Austin ;  but  as  a  large  portion  of  the  first  volume 
had  already  been  completed,  and  for  other  reasons  which 
it  is  needless  to  recapitulate,  this  course  was  not  adopted. 
For  my  own  share  in  the  work,  as  it  now  stands,  I 
have  to  claim  much  indulgence.  I  in  no  wise  pretend  to 
the  qualifications  necessary  to  have  done  it  full  justice, 
and  the  transition  from  the  position  of  an  editor 
seeking  merely  to  preserve  the  works  of  a  writer 
whom  he  admires,  and  undertaking  to  correct  the 
press  of  a  reprint  of  the  original  matter,  to  the 
responsibilities  of  a  commentator  and  critic  on  that 
author's  text,  is  necessarily  wide  and  marked:  for 
the  latter  office  it  will  be  seen  that  I  was  but  in- 
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differently  prepared;  and  in  further  explanation  I 
may  add,  that  not  only  were  many  of  the  subjects 
embraced  in  these  Essays  entirely  new  to  me,  but, 
owing  to  the  irregular  demand  for  *copy,'  I  have  at 
times  had  but  scant  opportunity  of  rectification  or 
revision  of  the  standard  text. 

Under  these  somewhat  conflicting  aspects,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  plan  of  the  work  has  been  considerably 
modified  during  its  progress  through  the  press,  —  the 
first  design  being  confined  to  a  reprint  of  James  Frin- 
sep's  Numismatic  Essays  alone,  while  the  subsequent 
arrangement  tended  rather  to  the  suppression  of  much 
of  the  comparatively  obsolete  ijiatter, — which,  however, 
has  generally  been  met  by  a  mere  reduction  in  the  size 
of  the  type ;  while,  in  desiring  to  make  the  book  a 
more  complete  record  of  the  general  circle  of  Indian 
Antiquities,  I  have  eventually  been  led  to  incorporate 
in  these  pages  the  substance  of  many  of  my  author's 
memoirs  on  Archaeological  and  Paleeographical  subjects, 
which  do  not  properly  come  under  the  heading  of 
Numismatic  studies. 

In  reference  to  the  vexed  question  of  the  tran- 
scription of-  Oriental  words,  I  have  adopted  the  com- 
promise of  preserving,  in  their  English  form,  all  such 
terms  as  have  been  received  into  our  language  and  be- 
come fixed  and  sanctioned  by  custom,  whatever  the  cor- 
rectness of  the  orthographical  expression  thus  obtained. 
Having  admitted' this  amount  of  latitude,  consistency 
became  at  once  impossible;  but,  in  addition  to  the 
inherent  difficulties  of  the  application  of  any  one  uni- 
form   system    to  the    transliteration   of   languages  of 
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diverse  articulations,  we  have,  in  the  following  pages, 
contributions  from  many  lands,  of  various  epochs, 
and  undefined  local  and  linguistic  ramifications,  the 
orthographical  discrepancies  of  which  it  would  be  difii- 
oult  indeed  to  reconcile.  So  that,  however  easy  it 
might  appear  to  be  to  follow  the  literal  exactitude 
of  pure  Sanskrit,  it  becomes  a  different  task  when 
Semitisms  intervene,  or  when  provincial  or  imlettered 
scribes  have  had  to  deal  with  the  composition  of  docu- 
ments more  or  less  shaped  after  the  classic  tongue. 
For  the  rest,  in  the  present  instance,  I  have  been 
desirous  chiefiy  of  avoiding  the  pedantry  of  need- 
lessly correcting,  not  alone  my  own  author's  varying 
orthography,  in  which  he  followed  progressively  his 
own  improving  knowledge  of  Oriental  languages,  but 
I  have  intentionally  retained  many  of  the  independently 
devised  Anglicisms  of  the  miscellaneous  contributors, 
with  whose  personal  and  individual  identities  so  much 
of  the  history  of  *  Prinsep's  Journal '  is  associated. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  thank  the  many  friends 
and  coadjutors  who  have  assisted  me  with  information 
or  new  materials,  whose  aid,  in  either  case  will,  I 
trust,  be  found  duly  acknowledged  each  in  its  fitting 
place. 
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[Since  the  sheets  of  this  work  have  been  put  to  press,  I 
have  been  favoured  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  of  the  Bombay  Civil  Service, 
with  the  following  notice  of  a  highly  important  and  hitherto 
unpublished  coin,  bearing  the  joint  names  of  Euthydemus  and 
Agathocles.  Other  medals,  having  similar  combinations  of 
names  of  early  Bactrian  potentates,  have  been  described  and 
commented  upon  at  p.  27,  vol.  i.,  and  pp.  178,  183,  vol.  ii. 
In  these  cases,  the  obverse  bears  the  head  and  titular  designa- 
tion AiOAOTOT  SHTHPOS  in  coujunctiou  with  the  usual  reverse 
type  of  that  monarch's  proper  coinage,  but  impressed  severally 
with  the   epigraphs,   basiaetontos  AfAeoKAEors  aikaiot  and 

BA3IAETONTOS  ANTIMAXOT  eEOT. 

The  second  of  these  pieces,  as  has  been  remarked,  is  a  cast, 
and  therefore  liable  to  suspicion  in  the  possible  combination  of  an 
obverse  of  one  medal  with  the  reverse  of  another ;  and,  knowing 
the  facility  and  success  with  which  Bactrian  coins  are  manu- 
factured for  English  collectors,  I  should  be  diJ9ident  of  endors- 
ing the  genuineness  of  the  present  piece,  did  not  the  discrimi- 
nation Mr.  Gibbs  has  previously  exercised  in  his  selection  of 
coins  lead  me  to  declare  my  general  confidence  in  his  acumen 
as  a  Numismatist. 

"I.— A  Tetradrachm.  Obv.  Head  of  King  to  the  right,  beardless,  with  fiUct, 
Inscription:  ETBTAHMOT  eEOT.  Head  rather  resembles  No.  11,  pi.  L,  Wilson's 
*  Ariana  Antiqua,'  but  seems  older.  JRev.  Hercules,  naked,  sitting  on  a  rock,  on 
which  his  left  hand  rests ;  the  right  hand  holds  a  clnb  in  a  perpendicular  direction, 
with  the  head  downwards.  Inscription :  BA2IAET0NT02  AFAOOKAEOTS  AIKAIOT. 
Monog.  No.  6  «,  pi.  xi.  e. 

Another  interesting  coin,  cited  by  Mr.  Gibbs,  is — 

''  II.— A  Drachm.  Obv,  Head  of  King,  with  helmet  and  fillet,  to  the  right. 
Inscription :  BA2IAET2  MEFAS  ETKPATIAH2.  Siv.  Two  heads  to  right,  male 
and  female.  Inscription :  HAIOKAEOT3  KAI  AAOAIKH3.  Monog.  No.  13  0, 
pi.  li.  <?." 

[N.B. — The  coin  marked  as  Mr.  Brereton's  in  note  2,  p.  180,  yoL  ii.,  has  lately 
passed  into  the  possession  of  Lieat.-6eneral  Fox,  who  has,  however,  most  liberally 
permitted  me  to  engrave  the  profile  on  the  obverse,  even  to  the  detriment  of  the 
complete  novelty  of  the  piece,  which  he  had  designed  to  reserve  for  a  future  series  of 
a  publication  on  rare  and  inedited  coins  from  his  own  collection.] 
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Jahss  Prinsbp  was  the  seventh  son  of  Mr.  John  Prinsep, 
alderman  of  London,  and  member  of  Parliament  for  the 
borough  of  Queenborough,  during  the  administration  of  Lord 
Sidmouth,  and  after  the  return  of  William  Pitt  to  power  in 
1804.  Mr.  John  Prinsep  had  amassed  a  considerable  fortune  in 
India^  where  he  married  a  sister  of  Mr.  James  Peter  Auriol, 
Secretary  to  Government  in  the  time  of  Warren  Hastings, 
and  descended  from  an  ancient  Protestant  family  originally 
settled  at  Chartres,  in  Languedoc.  In  the  year  1787  he 
returned  to  England,  and  soon  after  engaged  in  business  as 
an  East  India  agent  and  Italian  silk  merchant.  As  a  pro* 
prietor  of  East  India  Stock,  he  was  distinguished  by  his 
advocacy  of  the  policy  which  had  for  its  object  the  opening 
of  the  commerce  of  India  to  the  free  competition  of  British 
merchants,  a  policy  which  he  lived  to  see  adopted,  but  in 
the  beneficial  results  of  which  he  did  not  participate,  having 
become  involved  in  the  general  commercial  crisis  which 
occurred  at  the   close  of  the  Bevolutionary  War.      In  con- 


^  Mr.  Henry  T.  Prinsep  has  farored  me  with  this  notice  of  the  life  of  his 
brother. — En. 
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sequence^  however,  of  his  connection  with  India  no  fewer  than 
seyen  of  his  sons,  including  the  subject  of  this  memoir, 
obtained  emplojrment  or  sought  a  career  in  that  country. 

James  Prinsep  was  bom  on  the  20th  August,  1799.  He 
was  distinguished  almost  from  infancy  for  habits  of  exactness 
and  minute  attention  to  whatever  fairly  attracted  his  mind. 
Many  of  the  productions  of  bis  ingenuity  and  skill  were  long 
retained  by  members  of  the  family  as  memorials  of  imusual 
talent  displayed  at  a  very  early  age.  One  of  these  is  remark- 
able. It  is  the  model  of  a  carriage,  with  springs  and  lamps 
complete,  with  doors  and  windows  opening  and  shutting,  and 
steps  letting  down,  at  will :  its  size  in  the  whole  does  not 
exceed  six  inches. 

Mr.  John  Prinsep,  having  removed  his  family  to  Clifion  in 
the  year  1809,  James  was  sent  to  school  at  Mr.  Bullock's 
with  his  two  younger  brothers,  Thomas  and  Augustus,  and 
for  two  years  had  the  benefit  of  the  instruction  and  discipline 
of  that  seminary.  The  remainder  of  his  education  was 
irregular,  the  result  of  lessons  at  home,  and  occasional  aid 
from  his  elder  brothers  and  sisters,  from  the  latter  of  n^hom, 
especially,  he  acquired  a  taste  for  music,  which  he  prosecuted 
with  success  in  after  life.  At  the  age  of  fifteen,  when  it  had 
become  necessary  to  decide  upon  a  career  for  him,  his  ingenuity 
and  skill  in  design  pointed  to  the  profession  of  an  architect 
as  especially  appropriate,  and  he  was  sent  to  study  under 
Pugin,  with  a  view  to  his  being  afterwards  received  by  Mr. 
W.  Wilkins,  who  had  kindly  offered  to  take  him  as  his  pupil 
and  assistant.  This  project  was,  however,  defeated,  his  eyes 
having  sustained  injury  from  too  close  application  to  mechanical 
and  other  drawing ;  though,  under  skilful  medical  treatment, 
his  sight  was  completely  restored,  and  he  never  in  afiter  life 
felt  the  slightest  inconvenience  in  this  respect. 
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Being  thus  shut  out  from  one  profession,  he  was  for  some 
time  without  any  certain  prospect  in  life.  At  this  period  it 
was  suggested  to  his  father  that  an  opening  might  be  found 
in  the  Assay  department  of  the  mints  of  India.  James  was 
accordingly  sent  to  attend  the  chemical  lectures  of  Dr.  Marcet, 
at  Guy's  Hospital,  and  was  afterwards  entered  as  fee  appren- 
tice to  Mr.  Bingley,  the  assay  master  of  the  Boyal  Mint, 
London,  &om  whom  he  received  a  certificate  of  proficiency, 
and  obtained,  in  1819,  from  Mr.  Patterson,  the  East  India 
director,  the  appointment  of  Assistant  to  the  Assay  Master 
of  the  Calcutta  Mint.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  sailed  for 
India  in  the  ship  Hoogly  with  Ids  younger  brother  Thomas, 
who,  as  first  of  his  year  at  Addiscombe,  had  secured  an 
appointment  in  the  Bengal  Engineers.  They  arrived  at 
Calcutta  on  the  15th  September,  1819,  and  were  received  by 
their  brother,  Henry  Thoby,  a  civil  servant  of  ten  years* 
standing,  then  in  office  at  Calcutta.  James  Frinsep  was 
appointed  to  serve  under  Dr.,  now  Professor,  H.  H.  Wilson, 
then  Assay  Master  at  Calcutta,  and  so  formed  an  acquaintance 
which  had  great  influence  upon  the  pursuits  of  his  after 
life.  Before  many  months  had  elapsed.  Dr.  Wilson  was  sent 
to  Benares  on  a  special  mission,  to  remodel  the  Mint  in  that 
city.  He  remained  there  for  more  than  a  year,  during  which 
time  James  Prinsep  continued  as  afisistant  in  Calcutta,  executing 
all  assays  required  in  the  metropolitan  Mint,  while  the  general 
management  of  the  office  and  department  in  connection  with 
bullion  merchants  and  the  treasury  was  conducted  by  Dr. 
Atkinson,  who,  though  not  at  that  time  a  certified  assayer, 
had  the  advantage  of  considerable  experience  in  the  general 
duties  of  this  department. 

The  organization  of  the  Mint  of  Benares  being  completed. 
Dr.  Wilson  was  recalled  to  Calcutta,  and  James  Prinsep  was 
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nominated  Assay  Master  in  the  Benares  mint.  He  proceeded 
to  his  new  appointment  by  water  in  the  beginning  of  October, 
1820,  and  his  journey  up  the  Ganges  afforded  opportunities  for 
the  exercise  of  his  pencil,  of  which  he  freely  availed  himself. 
His  sketches  of  the  scenery  and  incidents  of  this  voyage  are 
still  retained  and  highly  prized  by  members  of  his  family. 
Arrived  at  Benares,  he  relieved  Dr.  Wilson  there,  and  took 
his  place  as  Assay  Master  and  Secretary  of  the  Mint  Com- 
mittee ;  Dr.  Yeld,  of  the  Company's  Medical  Service,  being 
the  Mint  Master. 

Before  James  Prinsep  reached  Benares,  the  foundations  of 
a  new  Mint,  with  oiEcial  residences  for  both  Mint  and  Assay 
Masters,  were  already  laid,  and  some  progress  had  been  made 
in  the  building  by  the  executive  of&cer  of  the  Barrack  depart- 
ment. Its  style  of  bare  walls,  without  the  slightest  decorative 
ornament,  offended  the  taste  of  the  young  Assay  Master,  and 
his  first  efforts  in  architectural  design  were  directed  towards 
the  improvement  of  the  edifice  which  was  to  be  his  ofiicial  and 
domestic  residence  for  many  years.  He  submitted  amended 
plans  to  the  Military  Board  at  Calcutta,  and,  undertaking  to 
complete  them  at  the  estimated  cost  of  the  original  design,  was 
employed  in  their  execution. 

James  Frinsep's  success  in  the  construction  of  this  edifice 
having  demonstrated  his  architectural  talent,  he  was  after- 
wards employed  upon  several  new  works  at  the  station,  and, 
amongst  others,  built  the  church  erected  there  at  the  joint  cost 
of  Government  and  the  European  residents.  But  his  active 
mind  was  not  content  with  this  one  pursuit  as  an  adjunct  to 
his  official  duties ;  his  devotion  to  science  was  earnest  during 
the  whole  period  of  his  residence  at  Benares.  He  prosecuted 
especially  his  chemical  studies,  so  as  to  keep  pace  with  the 
progress  of  this  science  in  Europe ;   and,  directing  his  atten- 
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tion  to  the  measurement  of  heat^  prepared  an  article  on  the 
subject,  which  he  sent  home  to  Dr.  Roget,  by  whom  it  was 
communicated  to  the  Boyal  Society,  and  published  in  the 
'  Transactions'  of  that  body,  where  it  attracted  much  attention. 
Whilst  at  Benares  also,  in  conjunction  with  Mons.  Duvancel 
(a  French  naturalist  connected  with  Baron  Cuvier),  and  with 
some  others  devoted  to  different  branches  of  research,  he  esta- 
blished a  Literary  Institution,  and  set  up  a  press  of  his  own 
preparation,  for  the  purpose  of  printing  the  proceedings  of 
this  society. 

In  1823,  the  finance  of  India  being  considered  to  be  in  such 
a  condition  as  to  afford  the  prospect  of  a  permanent  surplus  of 
income  over  expenditure,  the  Government  liberally  appropriated 
the  local  duties  levied  at  the  principal  cities  of  the  Bengal 
Presidency  to  the  improvement  of  the  respective  towns,  and 
appointed  Committees  of  the  public  officers  to  apply  the  funds. 
James  Prinsep  was  nominated  a  member  and  Secretary  of  the 
Benares  Committee.     At  his  suggestion,  the  streets  of  Benares 
were  widened  and   improved   as  much  as  the  nature  of  the 
buildings  would  permit,  and  the  whole  town  was  provided  with 
sewerage.     The  city  is  built  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Ganges, 
and,  facing  the  river,  stands  high  above  the  water  at  its  greatest 
elevation,  but  the  ground  sinks  as  it  recedes,  from  which  cause 
stagnant  pools  and  marshes  were  formed  in  dangerous  proximity 
to  the  most  densely-peopled  wards.     In  the  rainy  season  they 
were  the  cause  of  great  unhealthiness,  and  in  the  dry  season  be- 
came mere  receptacles  of  filth.     For  the  cleansing  and  draining 
of  these,  James  Prinsep  excavated  an  arched  tunnel  passing 
upwards  from  the  lowest  water  line  of  the  Ganges  under  the 
<jeven-8toried  houses  of  the  most  populous  parts  of  the  town. 
This  work,  which  was  executed  in  less  than  two  yeais  from  its 
commencement,  and  without  accident,  is  to  this  day  pointed  out 
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as  a  remarkable  effort  of  successful  engineering;  beneficial  to 
the  town^  as  weU  from  improved  salubrity^  as  from  the  space 
reclaimed  by  drainage  for  much  desiderated  grain-markets  and 
bazaars. 

From  the  same  frind^  under  James  Prinsep's  direction^ 
the  lofty  minarets  of  the  Musjid  of  Aurangzib^  the  foundations 
of  which,  from  proximity  to  the  encroaching  river,  were  giving 
way,  so  as  to  threaten  danger  to  bathers  and  destruction  to 
the  neighbouring  houses,  were  taken  down  and  restored.  About 
the  same  period,  also,  he  undertook  the  construction  of  a  stone 
bridge  over  the  Karamnfisa,  a  river  that  divides  the  province  of 
Benares  from  Bah£r.  The  cost,  upwards  of  a  Ukh  of  rupees, 
was  provided  by  a  wealthy  native,  Fatni  Mai,  whose  Hindu 
creed  taught  him  to  esteem  it  a  pious  work,  and  one  calculated 
to  secure  for  himself  future  beatitude,  no  less  than  present 
fame  and  worldly  honor.  The  bridge — ^five  arches  of  large 
span — is  still  a  marked  feature  of  the  high  military  road  to 
Benares.  It  has  stood  the  test  of  entire  submergence  by  the 
river  in  more  than  one  year  of  extraordinary  inundation, 
without  material  injury. 

While  connected  with  these  public  works,  James  Prinsep 
took  occasion  to  make  accurate  drawings  of  the  principal  streets 
and  buildings  of  the  Holy  City  of  the  Brahmins,  and  to 
number  and  classify  its  population.  The  results  of  the  census 
were  published  by  the  Asiatic  Society.  It  is  the  most  careful 
and  accurate  that  had  up  to  that  time  been  made  of  any  city 
of  Asia ;  and  the  original  volume  containing  its  details,  in  the 
Hindi  language  and  character,  is  still  carefrdly  preserved.  A 
selection  of  the  drawings,  accompanied  by  a  careful  and  minute 
map  of  the  city  prepared  by  himself,  was  transmitted  to 
England  in  1824  and  1825  for  publication,  and  appeared 
under  the  title  of  "Views  and  Illustrations  of  Benares," 
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In  mechanics^  James  Prinsep's  skill  was  remarkable.  He 
prepared  with  his  own  hands,  for  purposes  of  assay,  a 
balance  of  such  delicacy  as  to  indicate  the  three-thousandth 
part  of  a  grain.  This  balance,  when  he  left  India  in  his 
last  illness,  was  purchased  by  the  Government,  in  order  that 
it  might  be  retained  for  assay  purposes  in  the  mint  of 
Calcutta. 

At  the  end  of  1830,  the  mint  of  Benares  was  abolished,  and  the 
whole  coinage  of  the  Bengal  Presidency  concentrated  in  the  new 
building  prepared  for  the  purpose  at  the  seat  of  government  by 
Captain  (since  Major-General)  W.  Nairne  Forbes,  of  the  Bengal 
Engineers.  James  Prinsep  was  in  consequence  recalled  thither 
to  take  his  place  as  deputy  Assay  Master  in  that  establishment, 
under  his  old  superior.  Dr.  Wilson.  This  re-association  gave 
a  new  turn  to  his  literary  pursuits,  bringing  him  into  connection 
with  tlie  Asiatic  Society^  and  with  establishments  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  natives,  then  recently  endowed  imder  Dr.  Wilson's 
superintendence,  and  since  so  much  enlarged  and  improved. 
He  also  at  this  time  formed  a  closer  intimacy  with  Major 
Hertert,  a  scientific  officer  of  the  Company's  army,  with  whom 
he  had  become  acquainted  at  Benares,  and  who,  being  now  in 
office  at  Calcutta,  projected  the  publication  of  a  periodical  under 
the  name  of  ^Gleanings  in  Science,'  the  proposed  object  of 
which  was  to  make  known  in  India  all  useful  discoveries  or 
advances  in  art  and  science  immediately  on  their  appearance  in 
Europe,  and  likewise  to  afford  to  scientific  men  in  India  a  ready 
means  of  communicating  their  own  discoveries  and  ideas.  To 
this  periodical  James  Prinsep  was  a  large  contributor  from  the 
commencement,  and  his  papers  are  amongst  the  most  prized 
of  its  original  essays  and  articles. 

But  the  engineering  skill  which  had  so  improved  Benares 
likewise  found  employment  at  Calcutta.      The  brother  who 
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had  come  with  James  to  India  as  an  engineer^  died  sud- 
denly by  a  fall  from  his  horse  while  engaged  in  making  the 
canal,  for  connecting  the  river  Hugli  with  the  navigation 
of  the  Sunderbunds,  and  thus  forming  an  additional  passage 
for  the  increasing  water  traffic  between  the  capital  and  the 
eastern  districts  of  Bengal.  The  completion  of  this  work 
James  Frinsep  was  led  to  undertake  on  his  brother's  account, 
and  he  executed  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Government  and 
of  their  Board  of  Works.  The  locks,  built  by  him  in  the  midst 
of  a  soil  of  quicksands,  upon  a  principle  of  his  own  devising, 
were  regarded  as  a  highly  skilful  piece  of  engineering,  and 
have  lasted,  in  good  preservation,  to  the  present  day. 

In  the  year  1831,  Major  Herbert,  the  projector  and  editor 
of  the  '  Gleanings,'  accepted  the  appointment  of  Astronomer  to 
the  King  of  Oudh,  and  transferred  the  conduct  of  his  periodical 
to  James  Frinsep.  In  his  hands  it  assumed  immediately  a  new 
character.  The  illustrations,  heretofore  few  and  very  imper- 
fect, took  the  form  of  weU-executed  lithographs  and  engravings, 
almost  all  of  which  were  the  product  of  the  editor's  own  artistic 
skill.  He  opened  communications  with  all  the  scientific  men  of 
India,  with  the  view  of  inducing  them  to  use  the  pages  of  the 
*  Gleanings '  for  the  dissemination  of  their  researches  and  dis- 
coveries ;  and  the  credit  of  the  work  and  its  circulation  increased 
rapidly  with  the  increasing  value  of  the  original  communica- 
tions it  contained.  This  periodical  was  not  undertaken  with 
any  hope  or  desire  of  pecuniary  gain ;  the  aim  of  its  conductors 
was,  simply,  the  promotion  of  science.  At  first  they  asked  from 
the  limited  number  of  subscribers  merely  sufficient  to  cover 
the  expenses  of  publication ;  and,  as  the  circulation  increased, 
applied  the  additional  income  so  obtained  in  improving  the 
form  and  materials,  until  it  was  brought  at  last  to  such  a  con- 
dition as  to  rival  publications  of  the  same  character  in  Europe. 
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In  the  year  1832^  Dr.  Wilson  was  appointed  to  the  Boden 
Professorship  of  Sanskrit  in  the  University  of  Oxford. 
He  accordingly  retired  from  the  service  of  the  East  India 
Company^  leaving  vacant  all  the  employments  he  so  ably  filled 
in  India.  James  Frinsep  succeeded  him  as  Assay  Master  in  the 
Mint  of  Calcutta,  and  Secretary  to  the  Mint  Conmiittee.  He 
also  took  his  place  in  the  Conmiittee  of  Education  and  in  the 
Government  establishments  for  the  instruction  of  native  youth. 
He  was  likewise  nominated  to  succeed  him  as  Secretary  to  the 
Bengal  Asiatic  Society,  for  which  office,  tliough  wanting  his 
predecessor's  great  proficiency  in  Sanscrit  literature,  he  was 
especially  qualified  by  his  scientific  attainments  and  habits  of 
intercourse  with  the  literary  men  of  India. 

In  his  capacity  of  Assay  Master,  James  Frinsep  prepared 
and  submitted  to  the  Government,  in  the  year  1833,  a  project 
for  reforming  weights  and  measures,  which  received  its  ap- 
proval and  was  at  once  adopted  by  Lord  Wm.  Bentinck,  the 
then  Governor-General  of  India.  As  connected  with  the  same 
subject,  he  strenuously  advocated  the  introduction  of  an  imi- 
form  coinage,  the  rupee  to  be  styled  the  Company's  rupee,  and 
to  be  of  the  weight  of  180  grains,  including  15  of  alloy,  so 
as  to  form  the  imit  of  his  scheme  of  weights.  This  project 
also  was  carried  out,  but  not  until  the  year  1835,  after  the 
Charter  Act  of  1833  had  given  a  new  constitution  to  the 
Government.  The  measure  was  eminently  successful ;  and  by 
a  coinage  of  fifty  millions  of  pieces  in  one  year,  the  old  sicca 
currency  of  Bengal  proper  was  entirely  changed  and  displaced. 
In  the  measures  to  carry  out  this  important  change,  and  espe- 
cially in  those  for  adapting  the  existing  copper  currency  to  the 
new  rupee,  James  Frinsep's  judgment  and  official  labours  were 
severely  tested. 

But  it  is  in  his  literary  capacity  that  we  have  henceforth 
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principally  to  consider  him.  Through  his  connection  with  the 
Bengal  Asiatic  Society,  new  life  and  vigour  were  instilled  into 
its  proceedings.  He  made  it  his  aim  to  open  the  whole  circle 
of  useful  knowledge  embraced  in  the  design  of  its  founder.  Sir 
W.  Jones,  to  the  industry  and  talents  of  all  who  cultivated 
scientific  or  literary  pursuits  connected  with  the  East.  The 
meetings  of  the  Society  became,  through  his  management,  more 
full  and  frequent,  under  the  conviction  that  the  spirit 
of  inquiry  and  desire  for  information  on  the  progress  making 
in  all  departments  of  science  would  there  always  find  some- 
thing of  interest  to  gratify  curiosity,  if  not  to  afford  full 
satisfaction. 

Before  James  Prinsep  had  been  many  months  installed  as 
Secretary  of  the  Asiatic  Society,  he  proposed  to  its  managing 
committee  to  connect  his  scientific  periodical,  the  *  Gleanings,' 
more  closely  with  the  Institution ;  to  alter  its  name  to  that  of 
'  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society,*  and  to  furnish  its  numbers 
gratuitously  to  members  of  the  Society.  The  project  was 
most  favourably  received,  and  the  periodical,  from  March  7th, 
1832,  was  published  monthly,  with  an  augmented  quantity  of 
matter,  under  the  new  title. 

Through  this  close  connection  with  the  Asiatic  Society, 
James  Prinsep  now  felt  the  necessity  of  devoting  himself 
largely  to  the  study  of  the  antiquities  of  India,  and  espe- 
cially applied  himself  to  the  deciphering  of  ancient  inscriptions. 
Copies  of  these  from  monoliths,  rocks,  and  buildings  in  various 
parts  of  India,  were  constantly  forwarded,  and  in  like  manner 
copper  plates,  containing  ancient  grants  of  land,  as  discovered 
from  time  to  time,  were  either  transmitted  to  be  deciphered, 
or  if  that  work  had  been  performed,  the  translation  had  to  be 
verified  and  compared,  and  the  original  transcribed  accurately 
for  exhibition  in  fac-simile  in  the  pages  of  the  Journal.     With 
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the  aid  of  pundits,  and  assisted  in  the  first  instance  bj  the  Sev. 
Dr.  Mill  and  other  Sanscrit  scholars  of  the  Presidenc j,  James 
Frinsep  undertook  this  task,  and  accomplished  it  with  a  success 
that  surprised  all  who  knew  that  his  proficiency  in  Sanskrit 
literature  was  limited,  and  only  kept  pace  with  what  the  work 
itself  necessarily  required  and  taught. 

Being  so  drawn  into  the  prosecution  of  such  studies,  James 
Frinsep  cultivated  this  branch  of  archteology  with  an  ardour 
that    carried   his    discoveries    beyond    those    of   his    learned 
predecessors.     The  inscriptions  on  the  pillars  at  Delhi  and 
All£ti&b&d,  which  had  been  copied  in  fac-simile,  and  published 
in  the  volumes  of  the  Asiatic  Society's  proceedings,  in  the  time 
of  Sir  W.  Jones,  and  the  deciphering  of  which  had  baffled 
that  accomplished  scholar,  and  his  successors,  Colebrodke  and 
Wilson,  yielded  at  last  to  our  author's  ingenuity  and  perse- 
verance. He  discovered  that  the  two  inscriptions  were  identical, 
and  had  their  counterparts  on  rocks  at  Gim&r,  in  Gujarat,  on 
the  western  side  of  India,  and  at  Dhauli,  in  Katak,  on  the 
eastern   side ;    the    character   of  all  being  similar  to  that  of 
inscriptions  occurring  among  the  old  Buddhist  temples,  monas- 
teries, and  topes  of  Sanchi  and  at  Bhilsa,  in  South  Bundelcund, 
which   afforded  the  key  for  deciphering  most  of  the  letters. 
This  oft-repeated  inscription  was  found,  when  completely  read 
and  translated,   to  contain  edicts  of  the  great  King  Fiadasi, 
another  name  for  Asoka,  who  lived  in  the  third  century  before 
our  era,  and  was  the  contemporary   of  the   early  Seleucide 
kings  of  Syria.     The  name  of  Antiochus,  with  those  of  Ftolemy, 
Magas,  and  Antigonus  was  found  recorded  or  referred  to  in 
the   body  of  the   inscription  at   Gimfir ;    and  the  reading  of 
these  was  confirmed  ten  years  after,  by  the  detection  of  the 
same  names,  with  the  addition  of  that  of  a  fifth  monarch,  in 
another  copy  of  these  edicts,  expressed  in  a  different  character. 
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on  a  rock  at  Kipurdigiri^  in  Afgh&aistin,  when  that  inscription 
was  deciphered  by  Mr.  Norris.  These  inscriptions  afforded 
the  first  verified  connection  of  the  history  and  archaeology  of 
India  with  contemporary  events  and  sovereigns  of  the  Western 
world.  The  importance  of  the  discovery  was  universally  felt, 
and  it  justly  excited  a  keen  interest  and  curiosity,  not  only 
throughout  India  but  in  every  country  which  boasted  of 
civilization  and  progress  in  letters.  Owing  mainly  to  this 
discovery,  and  to  the  credit  gained  by  the  periodical  he  con- 
ducted, James  Prinsep's  name  came  very  soon  to  be  known 
and  respected  in  Europe  and  America,  as  well  as  in  Asia. 
Many  literary  societies  of  the  West  paid  him  the  compliment 
of  electing  him  a  corresponding  member,  and*  he  was  named 
for  this  distinction  by  the  Institdt  de  France.  He  was  thus 
brought  into  commimication  with  all  the  most  distinguished 
literary  and  scientific  men  of  the  day,  and  maintained  with 
them  a  correspondence  which  produced  many  evidences  of 
reciprocal  esteem. 

Another  subject  of  interest  which  James  Prinsep  through 
his  Journal  contributed  to  develop  and  bring  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  world,  was  the  vast  variety  of  new  species  of  fossil 
animals,  some  of  the  highest  interest,  which  were  discovered  in 
Upper  India  by  Dr.  Falconer  and  Captain,  now  Colonel,  Sir 
Proby  T.  Cautley. 

We  should  weary  the  reader  and  trespass  beyond  the  design 
of  the  present  brief  notice,  if  we  were  to  attempt  to  describe 
and  characterise  all  that  was  done  through  this  '  Journal '  for 
the  advancement  of  science  in  all  its  departments  in  India. 
The  curious  inquirer,  who  would  pursue  the  subject  in  de- 
tail, must  refer  to  the  seven  volumes  of  the  '  Journal,'  from 
1832  to  1838  inclusive,  each  containing  from  five  hundred 
to  one  thousand  pages,  in  which  the  entire  of  these  results 
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will  be  found  in  the  original  form  in  which  they  were  given 
to  the  public. 

While  James  Prinsep  was  prosecuting  these  inquiries^  and 
conducting  the  correspondence  which  embodied  the  discoveries 
we  have  noticed^  Captain  Bumes  and  other  political  employes 
of  Government  in  Central  Asia  were  making  extensive  collec- 
tions of  coins  with  Greek  and  bilingual  inscriptions^  and  of 
other  relics  of  antiquity.  Coins  were  also  exhumed  or  found 
in  other  parts  of  India^  especially  by  French  officers  in  the 
service  of  Ranjit  Sing^  bearing  legends  in  various  types 
of  character.  These  were  all  forwarded  to  Calcutta,  to  be 
deciphered  and  explained ;  and  this  labour  led  James  Prinsep 
into  the  study  of  numismatics  as  connected  especially  with 
Indian  archaeology.  His  discoveries  and  critical  investigations 
in  this  field  became  in  a  short  time  the  most  interesting  of 
all  the  subjects  treated  and  discussed  in  the  pages  of  the 
JoumaL  The  articles  containing  them,  it  is  the  object  of  the 
present  publication  to  collect  into  a  form  susceptible  of  easy 
reference. 

The  incessant  exertion  and  labour  which  attended  these 
literary  and  scientific  pursuits,  combined,  as  they  were,  with 
the  artistic  application  required  to  delineate  and  engrave  the 
various  objects  of  interest  submitted  to  his  research,  super- 
added, as  all  this  wear  of  mental  and  visual  power  was,  to  the 
ordinary  work  of  a  not  unlaborious  ofSce,  produced  the  effects 
which  might,  indeed,  have  been  foretold,  on  a  constitution  na- 
turally robust ;  and  under  them  James  Prinsep  ultimately  sank. 
In  the  course  of  the  year  1838  he  began  to  suffer  severely  from 
headaches  and  sickness.  These  were  at  first  attributed  by  his 
medical  adviser  to  a  bilious  affection^  and  were  treated  as  such. 
The  symptoms,  however,  rapidly  increased,  to  the  alarm  of  his 
friends  and  family,  and  were  traced  to  an  affection  of  the  brain. 
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In  October  of  that  year  James  Prinsep  was  compelled  to  tear 
himself  awaj  from  all  his  numerous  pursuits,  and  to  make  the 
voyage  to  Europe  as  the  only  hope  left  of  recovery.  He  sailed 
for  England  in  the  Herefordshire  ;  but  the  sea  air  and  change 
of  scene  afforded  no  relief,  and  the  affection  of  the  brain,  which 
proved  to  be  a  softening  of  its  substance,  destroying  its  sound 
working,  and  impairing  all  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  gained 
strength.  He  arrived  in  England  in  a  hopeless  condition, 
lingering  nearly  a  year,  until  relieved  from  his  sufferings  by 
death  on  the  22nd  of  April,  1840. 

The  intelligence  of  his  decease  was  received  with  sorrow 
by  the  European  and  Native  communities  of  India;  and  all 
united  in  the  desire  that  some  lasting  testimonial  of  his  worth, 
and  of  their  esteem  and  admiration,  should  be  placed  in  a 
prominent  position,  to  manifest  to  future  generations  the  feel- 
ings so  universally  entertained  towards  him.  After  some  dis- 
cussion, it  was  determined  to  give  to  this  testimonial  the  form 
of  a  Gh&t  or  landing-place,  with  a  handsome  building  for  the 
protection  from  sun  and  weather  of  passengers  landing  or 
waiting  to  embark ;  and  this  building,  bearing  his  name,  stands 
now  below  the  fort  of  Calcutta,  as  a  distinguished  ornament  of 
the  city. 

The  character  of  James  Prinsep  as  a  public  and  as  a  literary 
man  will  be  best  appreciated  by  a  reference  to  the  public 
works  and  literary  and  scientific  productions  which  we  have 
recapitulated.  These  remain  as  memorials  of  his  activity  in 
mind  and  body,  and  of  the  untiring  energy  and  exactitude  with 
which  he  pxirsued  each  object  of  research.  The  unsparing  pains 
with  which  he  devoted  himself  to  assist  a  fellow-labourer,  and, 
without  envy  oi*  self-seeking,  to  promote  his  wishes  and  his 
success,  were  universally  felt  and  acknowledged.  It  was  this 
quality  especially  which  won  for  him  every  day  new  colleagues 
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in  his  literary  and  scientific  labours,  and  left  all  with  whom 
he  became  so  associated,  permanent  and  admiring  friends. 

To  his  family,  who  were  proud  of  him  from  boyhood,  and 
who  watched  with  intense  satisfaction  and  sympathy  his  entire 
career,  glorying  in  the  general  recognition  of  his  high  qualities, 
and  in  the  public  esteem  he  won, — their  early  bereavement  was 
a  source  of  deep  and  abiding  sorrow.  They  have  still  a  mourn- 
ful pleasure  in  recurring  to  many  acts  of  his  life,  which  dis- 
played his  extreme  affection  for  all  of  them;  and  it  is  with 
unfeigned  satisfaction  that  they  bear  this  testimony  to  his  many 
virtues,  and  seek  to  add  a  wreath  to  the  many  which  have 
already  been  laid  upon  his  honoured  grave — tributes  of  private 
friendship  and  of  public  regard. 

James  Prinsep  was  married  on  the  25th  April,  1835,  to 
Harriet,  eldest  daughter  of  Colonel  Aubert,  of  the  Bengal 
-Ajmy,  by  whom  he  had  a  son,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  a 
daughter,  who,  with  the  widow,  still  survives. 

[As  a  brother  is  aeldom  the  best  or  most  accredited  eulogist,  I 
append  an  able  estimate  of  James  Prinsep' s  merits,  extracted  from 
a  notice  of  his  life  by  Dr.  Falconer,  and  published  in  the  '  Colonial 
Magazine/  in  December,  1840  : — ^E.  T.] 

<*  Thus  died  James  Prinsep,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age.  That  he  was  a  great 
man,  it  would  not  perhaps  be  strictly  correct  to  assert ;  hut  he  possessed  qualities  of 
a  Tery  high  order,  such  as  are  scarcely  less  admirable  than  greatness ;  and  he  has  left 
abundant  proofs  behind  him  to  establish  that  he  was  one  of  the  most  talented  and 
useful  men  that  England  has  yet  giyen  to  India.  Of  his  intellectual  character,  the 
most  prominent  feature  was  enthusiasm— one  of  the  prime  elements  of  genius ;  a 
burning,  irrepressible  enthusiasmf  to  which  nothing  could  set  bounds,  and  which 
communicated  itself  to  whatever  came  before  him.  The  yery  strength  of  his  mental 
constitution,  in  this  respect,  was  perhaps  opposed  to  his  attaining  the  excellence  of  a 
profound  tMnker ;  it  1^  him  to  be  carried  away  frequently  by  first  impressions,  and 
to  apply  his  powers  to  a  greater  range  of  suhjects  than  any  human  mind  can  master 
or  excel  in.  To  this  enthusiasm  was  fortunately  united  a  habitude  of  order,  and  power 
of  generalization,  which  enabled  him  to  grasp  and  comprehend  the  greatest  yariety 
of  details.  His  powers  of  perception  were  impressed  with  genius— they  were  dear, 
yigorous,  and  instantaneous.  The  extent  of  his  capacity  was  wondeiiul,  and  the 
number  and  yariety  of  his  acquirements  no  less  remarkable. 
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«  Himself  the  eonl  of  enthnsiann,  he  traasftued  a  portion  of  hia  apirit  into  ererj 
inquirer  in  India ;  he  sednced  men  to  obaerre  and  to  write ;  they  felt  aa  if  he  ohaerred 
and  watched  oyer  them ;  and  the  mere  pleaanre  of  participating  in  hia  ajmpathiea 
and  communicating  with  him,  waa  in  itwlf  a  anfBcient  reward  for  the  taak  of  a 
laborioni  and  painful  inTcatigation.  Had  he  done  nothing  elae,  he  wonld  hare 
deaenred  an  immortal  remembrance  in  India ;  but  hit  own  labonia  were  the  grand 
atay,  the  glory,  and  honour  of  the  *  Journal.'  .... 

**  It  was  in  the  conduct  of  this  'Journal'  that  the  amiable  and  good  qualities  of  the 
man  were  most  apparent,  and  of  most  benefit  to  the  public.  His  time,  serrioes,  books, 
and  apparatus  were  always  at  the  command  of  whoerer  requested  them ;  and  the 
humblest  correspondent  in  the  remotest  comer  of  India,  could  make  certain  of  hia 
aid,  with  a  readiness  and  a  good  will  which  he  would  yainly  hare  looked  for  in  a  paid 
agent.  His  purse,  too,  was  freely  opened  where  occasion  required.  No  kind  of 
inquiry,  howerer  foreign  to  his  farourite  pursuits,  was  carried  on  in  India,  with 
wMch  he  did  not  at  once  become  identified ;  and  the  keen  interest  he  appeared  to  take 
in  the  labours  of  others  encouraged  the  inquirer  to  go  on,  or  apply  himself  to  aome- 
thing  new.  Nerer  was  there  a  mind  more  Aree  from  the  paltiy  and  mean  jealousies 
which  sometimes  beset  scientific  men.  The  triumph  of  others  seemed  to  give  him  aa 
much  pleasure  as  if  achiered  by  himself;  nor  would  he  allow  any  burnings  or 
jealousies  to  assail  the  harmony  of  the  supporters  of  his  journal :  when  he  saw  any 
prospect  of  such  a  contingency,  he  threw  himself  into  the  breach,  took  the  blame  on 
himself,  and  nerer  allowed  matters  to  come  to  a  rupture.  There  waa  a  charm,  too, 
about  his  writings,  which  it  is  rare  to  meet  with ;  he  hunted  after  truth,  and  cared 
not  how  often  or  how  notoriously  he  stumbled  upon  error  in  the  pursuit.  His  ardour 
often  led  him  astray,  but  he  was  the  first  frankly  and  fearlessly  to  confess  it.  He  was 
utterly  deyoid  of  that  intolerance  of  being  found  in  error,  and  loathness  to  recant, 
which  often  beset  meaner  minds.  The  entire  range  of  scientific  literature  does  not 
perhaps  contain  a  more  striking  illustration  of  this  than  one  of  the  last  papers  which 
he  wrote  on  Bactrian  coins,  where  he  shows  in  a  fly-note,  how  the  altered  reading 
of  a  single  Greek  letter  exposes  the  incorrectness  of  as  fine-spun  and  erroneous  a  string 
of  inferences  of  his  own,  as  erer  emanated  from  the  pen  of  Wilford." 


NUMISMATIC   ESSAYS. 


I.— ON  THE  ANCIENT  EOMAN   COINS  IN  THE 
CABINET  OF  THE  ASIATIC  SOCIETY. 

[SEPTEMBER,  1832.] 

Having  been  lately  engaged  in  decyphering  the  inscription 
of  an  antique  copper  coin  found  at  Kanouj,  by  Mr.  E.  V. 
Irwin,  C.S.,  and  presented  to  us  by  Capt.  Sanders,  Execu- 
tive Engineer  at  Cawnpore,  I  was  led  into  an  examina- 
tion of  the  contents  of  the  Asiatic  Society's  small  cabinet 
itself,  which,  although  it  boasts  but  a  very  insignificant 
collection  of  Eoman  coins,  and  those  mostly  without  any 
record  of  the  exact  localities  in  which  they  were  found, 
or  of  the  parties  who  presented  them,  is  entitled  to  some 
interest  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Indian  origin  of 
all  that  it  contains.  It  was  not  until  the  year  1814, 
that  the  Society  opened  a  museum,  and  publicly  invited 
contributions  to  it  of  the  natural  productions,  antiquities, 
coins,  and  other  curious  monuments  of  the  country :  it 
is  the  less   surprising,    therefore,     that    its   collection 

1 


2    ••:  .-.  -.  AyeupjT:  BOMAN  COINS  IN  THE 

••  •    •  • ,   •  .J* ,  .   » 

•  •••        •   •     •      -   .- 

shbliji;  jipi.:hab£rt(>\haVe  attaiiied  any  magnitude  or 
consideration.  Most  private  individuals,  who  have 
interested  themselves  in  collecting  medals  and  coins, 
have  carried  their  spoil  to  England,  where,  indeed,  they 
may  be  mortified  in  finding  them  swallowed  up  and  lost 
among  the  immense  profusion  of  similar  objects  in  the 
public  and  private  cabinets  of  European  antiquarians; 
and  they  may,  perhaps,  regret  that  they  did  not  leave 
them  where,  firom  their  rarity,  they  would  have  been 
prized,  and,  firom  their  presence,  have  promoted  the 
acquisition  of  further  stores  for  antiquarian  research 
from  the  wide  continent  of  India.  The  greater  part  of 
the  late  Colonel  Mackenzie's  collection  was  thus  con- 
signed to  the  museum  of  the  Honorable  Company  in 
Leadenhall-street.  Doctor  Bobert  Tytler  also  presented 
to  the  same  museum  a  valuable  cabinet,  chiefiy  of  Boman 
coins,  procured  by  him  with  great  industry  while  Civil 
Surgeon  at  Allahabad.  Colonel  T.  Wilson,  C.B.,  lately 
carried  hence  some  curious  coins;  and  many  other 
private  collections  might  be  mentioned,  without  alluding 
to  the  extensive  cabinet  of  Major  Tod,  which  cannot  be 
said  to  be  lost  to  India,  but  rather  to  be  returned  to  us 
more  valuable  than  before,  through  the  plates  and  notes 
in  elucidation  of  them  published  in  the  Boyal  Asiatic 
Society's  Transactions. 

The  publication  of  a  catalogue  raisonn6  of  the  contents 
of  our  drawers,  although  it  may  expose  our  present 
poverty,  will,  I  doubt  not,  by  a  wholesome  redaction, 
tend  to  our  future  enrichment,  both  by  establishing  a 
nucleus  to  which  the  antiquities  henceforth  discovered 
will  be  naturally  attracted,  and  by  affording  to  inquirers, 
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who  may  not  have  the  opportunity  of  consulting  books 
on  the  subject,  some  clue,  however  insufficient,  to  the 
decyphering  of  worn  and  imperfect  medalic  remains, 
which  appear  to  a  novice  to  defy  scrutiny. 

We  here  possess  the  advantage  of  reference,  in  the 
Society's  library,  to  the  splendid  numismatic  works  that 
were  printed  in  Europe  during  the  last  century,  when 
numismatol(^  was  a  fevourite  study.  The  copious 
volumes  of  YaiUant,  Fatin,  Mezzabarba,  Hunter,  and 
Banduri,  leave  hardly  a  possibility  of  doubting  the  exact 
epoch  of  a  Boman  coin,  when  the  device  on  either  side, 
or  a  few  letters  only  of  the  inscription,  are  still  visible. 
It  is  by  means  of  these  works  that  I  have  been  able  to 
decypher  and  classify  the  greater  part  of  the  coins  in  the 
following  catalogue.  I  have  added  to  the  list  several  that 
were  the  private  property  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Wilson,  Col.  T. 
Wilson,  or  myself,  found  in  different  parts  of  India.  I 
have  also  availed  myself  of  a  manuscript  catalogue  of  the 
Society's  coins,  drawn  up  by  Dr.  K.  Tytler,  in  the  year 
1826,  which  includes  the  mention  of  twelve  Eoman  coins. 

The  number  in  the  cabinet  at  present  amounts  to  be- 
tween fifty  and  sixty :  they  extend  in  antiquity  through  a 
period  of  more  than  one  thousand  years,  from  the  Augustan 

age  down  to  the  decline  of  the  Lower  Empire 

•  .  .  There  are  few  among  them  which  would  be  objects 
of  primary  interest  among  professed  medallists  at  home, 
who,  in  the  profusion  of  Boman  coins  everywhere  dis- 
covered in  Europe,  are  content  with  none  but  those  of 
superior  fabrication  and  high  preservation,  worthy  of  the 
titles  of  '  medals '  and  ^  medallions  of  large  and  smaller 
modulus,'    fimcifuUy    conferred   upon    them    in    their 
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class-books.  We  possess  none  of  what  are  usually 
called  *  medallions  of  large  brass  : ' — those  beautiful 
specimens  of  the  die-sculptor's  art  are  supposed  to 
have  been  struck  less  with  a  view  to  circulation  as 
coin  than  as  memorials  of  state  events  and  families  of 
note.  The  pieces  found  in  India  are  chiefly  of  the 
lower  denominations,  the  common  currency  of  the  eastern 
part  of  the  empire ;  and  if  it  were  allowable  to  argue 
from  such  insufficient  data,  the  predominance  among 
our  specimens  of  the  copper  coin  of  Egyptian  fabrication 
confirms  what  is  known  from  history,  of  that  country 
having  been  the  principal  channel  of  commerce  between 
India  and  the  Eoman  Empire.  Eobertson  says  that  specie 
was  one  of  the  principal  returns  in  trade  for  the  spices, 
precious  stones,  silk  etc.,  of  India :  it  is  not  improbable, 
therefore,  that  the  coin  of  the  empire  circulated  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  in  India ;  and  that  there  existed  no  native 
currency  at  an  early  period  among  the  Hindus,  we  have 
the  authority  of  Pausanias,  and  the  silence  of  other 
authors  on  the  subject.  This  supposition  is  supported 
by  the  almost,  nay,  total  absence  of  the  remains  of  any 
ancient  Indian  coinage.  The  Indian  coins  of  Kanouj 
and  the  Dakhan,  described  by  Mr.  Wilson  in  the  'Asiatic 
Eesearches,'  and  the  Indo-Qrecian  coins  of  Major  Tod, 
are  evidently  descendants  from  the  Bactrian  coinage,  from 
the  types  of  which  they  gradually  progress  into  purely 
TTiTidti  models ;  but  these  are  comparatively  scarce,  and 
must  soon  have  given  place  to  the  coins  of  the  Muhamma- 
dan  conquerors.  Coinage  is  certainly  one  of  the  improve- 
ments which  has  travelled  and  is  still  travelling  east- 
ward.    Thus  we  see,  at  the  present  day,  countries  im- 
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mediately  to  the  east  of  us,  Ava  and  China,  nearly 
destitute  of  fabricated  money  of  their  own;  into  the 
former  of  which  our  silver  and  copper  currency  is  but 
now  by  degrees  beginning  to  penetrate,  while  the  latter 
along  the  coast  is  supplied  with  dollars  from  America ; 
and,  within  perhaps  a  century  or  so,^  in  its  north-western 
provinces  with  coin  struck  by  the  neighbouring  frontier 
states  of  Nepal,  Labor,  etc.,  for  their  use.  But  this  is 
a  digression  involving  questions  of  deep  research,  foreign 
to  my  present  object,  and  which  I  am  by  no  means 
prepared  to  discuss 

[  The  body  of  this  article,  together  with  the  four  illus- 
trative engravings,  has  been  omitted  in  the  present  reprint, 
as  it  offers,  confessedly,  but  Httle  of  novelty  or  value.  I  have 
introduced  the  above  extract  chiefly  as  a  record  of  the  com- 
mencement of  James  Prinsep's  labours  as  a  numismatic  author. 

I  desire  to  take  this  early  opportunity  of  claiming  a  lenient 
criticism  for  any  imperfection  that  may  be  detected  in  the 
style  or  arrangement  of  James  Prinsep's  original  Essays. 

Sir  Wm.  Jones,  on  the  first  inauguration  of  the  Asiatic 
Society  of  Bengal,  in  1784,  in  shadowing  forth  the  charac- 
teristics that  were  likely  to  mark  the  contributions  of  Anglo- 
Indian  authors,  expressed  himself  as  follows  : — 

**  If  this  first  publication  of  the  Asiatic  Society  should  not  answer  those  expecta- 
tions which  may  have  been  hastily  formed  by  the  learned  in  Europe,  they  will  be 
candid  enough  to  consider  the  disadvantages  which  must  naturally  have  attended  its 
institution  and  retarded  its  progress.  A  mere  man  of  letters,  retired  irom  the 
world,  and  allotting  his  whole  time  to  philosophical  or  literary  pursuits,  is  a 
character  unknown  among  Europeans  in  India,  where  every  individual  is  a  man  of 
business  in  the  civil  or  military  state,  and  constantly  occupied  either  in  the  affairs 
of  government,  in  the  administration  of  justice,  in  some  department  of  revenue  or 
commerce,  or  in  one  of  the  liberal  professions, — very  few  hours,  therefore,  in  the 


*  The  Chinese  provinces  north  of  the  Him  Maya,  Tibet,  etc.,  were  supplied  with 
coin  struck  in  the  valley  of  Ncp&l. — Dr.  Bramlet/'t  Notes  on  Xepdl  Coinage. 
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day  or  night  can  be  rescrred  for  any  stady  that  has  no  immediate  connection  with 
bnainefla^  even  by  thoae  who  are  moat  habituated  to  mental  application." 

So  much  in  extenuation  of  possible  defects  or  shortcomings ; 

but  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  quote,  seventy  years  after  the 

date  of  Sir  Wm.  Jones's  address,  the  opinion  entertained  by 

our  continental  neighbours  of  the  value  of  such  writings,  as 

embodied  in  the  last  report  to  the  Soci^t^  Asiatique  of  Paris. 

The  words  made  use  of  are : — 

**La  Soci^t^  Afliatiqae  de  Calcutta  a  pnblid  le  yolome  zziiL  (1854)  de  son 
'  Journal,'  qui  est,  comme  toujoun,  rempli  des  matcriaux  Ics  plus  int^ressanta,  re- 
cneillis  dans  toates  les  parties  de  I'Inde  et  communiqa^  en  g6n6ral  ayec  nne  absence 
de  pretensions  litt^raires,  qui  est  naturelle  k  des  hommes  occap^  de  grayes  deroirs 
d'un  autre  genre  et  trouyant  k  peine  le  temps  de  consigner  par  6crit  leurs  d^uyertes, 
de  sorte  qu'ils  ne  disent  que  ce  qui  est  neuf  et  r^llement  curieux  et  le  disent  ayee 
nne  simplicite  qui  en  augmente  le  priz  pour  nous,  en  Europe,  qui  yiyons  an  miUen 
des  yanit^  litt^raires  les  plus  fatigantes."  — Mapport  annuel  fail  d  la  Society 
Atiaiiquey  par  M.  Julea  Mohly  20ih  June,  1855.— £.  T.] 


GREEK   COINS. 


II.— ON   THE  GEEEK  COINS  IN  THE  CABINET 
OF  THE  ASIATIC  SOCIETT. 

[JANUARY,    1833.] 

Having  described  the  Homan  Coins  in  the  Cabinet  of  the 
Asiatic  Society,  I  propose  to  follow  up  the  subject,  by  ex- 
tending my  examination  of  the  Society's  Cabinet,  through 
their  series  of  Greek  and  Persian  coins  (leaving  the  Indian 
Coins  for  a  future  occasion);  and  I  believe  that  although 
the  specimens  of  the  first  two  are  far  from  being 
numerous  in  our  collection,  still  the  drawings  of  them 
will  be  found  sufficient  to  furnish  tolerable  guides  for 
the  assistance  of  the  student  in  discriminating  the  coins 
of  these  countries  at  different  periods  of  their  history. 

I  cannot  say  how  many,  out  of  the  whole,  have 
been  found  in  India  itself;  many,  certainly,  appear  to 
have  been  brought  from  Persia.  Both  Grecian  and  Per- 
sian coins,  however,  are  met  with  frequently  in  India, 
and  it  is  very  easy  to  know  them  when  once  their  forms 
have  been  presented  to  the  eye.  Several  were  brought 
fix)m  Persia  by  Col.  Wilson,  who  kindly  permitted  me  to 
take  drawings  of  them ;  Lieut.  ConoUy  obtained  a  few 
in  his  overland  journey  to  India ;  and  Lieut.  Bumes  has 
favored  me  with  one  or  two  specimens  of  a  number  of 
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coins  collected  by  him  in  Ancient  Bactria,  a  country  but 
recently  opened  to  the  investigation  of  the  antiquarian. 

It  is  from  this  unexplored  part  of  Asia  that  we  may 
confidently  expect  a  multitude  of  Grecian  antiquities 
gradually  to  be  developed.  Travellers  of  all  nations  are 
already  flocking  thither  to  trace  the  steps  and  discover 
the  monuments  of  Alexander's  Indian  conquests.  The 
most  successful  in  this  interesting  line  of  research,  partly 
from  the  advantage  of  his  rank  in  the  Maha-raja  Eanjit 
Sing's  service,  has  been  General  Ventura,  who,  imitating 
Belzoni  at  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt,  instead  of  conjectur- 
ing and  speculating  upon  the  origin  of  the  celebrated 
Tope  or  mound  of  Manikydla  in  the  Fanjab^  set  boldly 
to  work  in  1830  to  pierce  into  its  solid  mass  by  digging. 
He  was  rewarded  by  the  discovery  of  numerous  coins 
and  other  relics,  which  had  lain  untouched  for  perhaps 
twenty  centuries.^  A  Kussian  antiquary,  I  imderstand, 
had  previously  amassed  a  vast  collection  of  Greek  coins 
in  the  same  country.  But  it  is  by  no  means  in  the 
Panjab  alone  that  we  are  to  look  for  antiquarian  riches : 
the  North  Western  provinces  of  India  offer  as  large  a  field 
of  enquiry ;  and  if  the  coins  of  Kanouj  and  Oudh  are  less 
interesting  from  the  nature  of  the  characters  in  which 
their  legends  are  graven  being  wholly  unknown,  they 
should  nevertheless  be  regarded  as  more  curious  because 
they  speak  this  unknown  language,  and  remain  the  only 
records  of  kingdoms  and  revolutions  whoso  existence  is 
but  faintly  discernible  on  the  page  of  history. 


1  An  account  of  General  Ventura's  operatiouB  was  communicated  to  Colonel 
James  Young,  and  by  him  printed  in  the  newspapers  of  the  day :  it  is  n  printed 
in  the  seventeenth  volume  of  the  *  Asiatic  Researches,'  page  600. 
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It  is  principally  to  instigate  those  who  have  opportu- 
nities of  forming  collections  in  the  Upper  Provinces,  that 
I  have  drawn  up  these  notes,  and  I  cannot  adduce  a  more 
powerful  motive  for  studying  and  searching,  than  the 
example  and  success  of  that  indefatigable  investigator 
of  history  and  antiquity,  Major  Tod,  who  describes  his 
method  of  forming  a  collection  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
^  Transactions'  of  the  Eoyal  Asiatic  Society  : — 

"Epr  the  last  twelve  years  of  my  residence  in  India  (amongst 
Malirattas  and  Eajputs),  the  collecting  of  coins  as  an  auxiliary  to 
history  was  one  of  my  pursuits :  and,  in  the  rainy  season,  I  had  a 
person  employed  at  Mathurd  and  other  old  cities  to  collect  all  that 
were  hrought  to  light  by  the  action  of  the  water  while  tearing  up  old 
foundations  and  levelling  mouldering  walls. 

"  In  this  manner  I  accumulated  about  20,000  coins  of  all  denomi- 
nations ;  among  which  there  may  be  not  above  a  hundred  calculated 
to  excite  interest,  and  perhaps  not  above  one-third  of  that  number  to 
be  considered  of  value :  but  among  them  there  is  an  Afollodotus  and 
a  Menander,  besides  some  rare  medals  of  a  Parthian  dynasty,  probably 
yet  unknown  to  history." 

[  I  have  omitted  the  introductory  Plate  of  this  article, 
together  with  the  letter-press  thereunto  referring,  for  the  same 
reason  that  led  to  the  rejection  of  the  details  of  the  previous 
paper  on  Roman  Coins.  I  resume  my  extracts  with  the  text 
explanatory  of  Plate  I.  of  the  present  series. — E.  T.] 

PARTHIAN   OR  ARSAKIAN   COINS. 

The  Parthian  monarchy  was  erected  by  Arsaces,  who 
filled  the  office  of  satrap  in  Bactria,  in  the  year  256  B.C. 
He  had  opposed  the  designs  of  Theodotus,  who  had  first 
revolted  from  the  third  Syro-Macedonian  monarch,  and 
had  raised  the  Bactrian  provinces  into  an  independent 
state.  Being  nnsnccessful,  he  fied  to  Parthia,  where  he 
expelled  thie  governor,  and  declared  himself  independent. 
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Vaillant,  the  numismatologist,  has  written  a  copious 
history  of  this  powerful  dynasty ;  and  has  endeavoured 
to  classify  the  coins  of  the  twenty-nine  ArsacidsD  kings  : 
but  it  is  generally  acknowledged  that  there  is  too  much 
of  the  fanciful  in  his  appropriations,  and  most  antiquarians 
have  given  up  the  attempt.  The  greater  number  of  the 
Parthian  coins  have  the  same  name,  apsakot,  with  diffe- 
rent epithets, — ^  King  of  Kings,'  *  The  Great  Beneficent,* 
*  Lover  of  the  Greeks,'  etc. :  the  heads,  however,  are  very 
different  and  numerous. 

The  most  rational  mode  of  arrangement  is  to  place 
those  which  are  best  executed  first  (for  Greek  workmen 
were  doubtless  then  employed).  And,  as  the  execution 
falls  off,  and  the  Greek  characters  become  obsctire,  we 
may  suppose  the  dynasty  to  progress  towards  its  absorp- 
tion into  the  Persian  empire,  in  the  reign  of  Alexander 
Severus,  a.d.  226.  There  is  a  remarkable  distinction  in 
the  head-dress  of  these  princes  ;  beginning  with  the 
simple  band  or  diadem  of  the  Greek  monarchy,  it 
gradually  changes  into  a  deep  turban,  and  at  length 
becomes  a  high-mitred  cap,  like  that  of  the  Persian 
monarchs 

Fig.  1. — Obyebse. — ^Head  with  wart  on  the  forehead :  hair  dressed 
in  rows  of  curls :  plain  band,  with  fillets  hanging  behind :  an  eagle 
apparently  with  a  wreath  in  its  mouth. 

Eeterse. — ^Figure  seated,  holding  out  a  bow  over  the  characters.  [-»-] 
Around  basiaexis  basiaean  ap:sakot  etepfetot  aikaiot  Eni«ANOT2 

«IAEAAHN02. 

Colonel  Wilson  had  four  coins  with  the  same  symbol,  which  VaiUant  attributes  to 
Arsaces  Vonones  XYIII.    The  eagle  may  also  denote  Chosroes  (YaiL  ii.  195). 

[Mr.  Lindsay,*  our  latest  authority  on  Parthian  Medals, 

1  *  A  View  of  the  History  and  Coinage  of  the  Parthians/  by  John  Lindsay, 
Esq.,  Barristcr-at-Law.    4to.    Cork,  1852. 


CABINET   OF  THE  ASIATIC   SOCIETY.  11 

assigns  these  coins  to  Arsaces  XV.,  Phrahates  IV.,  37  B.C. — 
4  A.D.     The  monogram   fp  is  stated  to  represent  Heraclea.  ] 

Fig.  5. — ^Obyebse. — Head  of  peculiar  features,  with  pointed  beard 
and  hooked  nose. 

Eeyebse. — Sitting  figure  in  trowsers,  with  bow,  very  rudely 
executed  and  the  legend  bazsiaeas  apsakot  Eni«ANOT2  «ia£AAH. 

Colonel  Wilson  has  one  similar,  and  both  correspond  with  one  in  Yaillant, 
marked  Arsaces  Mithridates  II.  (Vail.  i.  69.) 

[Probably  Arcaces  VI.,  Mithridates  I.     Lindsay,  p.  166.] 

Fia.  6. — ^Head  with  plain  turban  and  bow  behind  :  same  inscription 
on  the  reverse,  very  rudely  cut. 

Fig.  2. — ^Head  with  ndtred  eap,  and  arched  nose,  well  executed : 
type,  same  as  fig.  I,  basiaeas  mefaaot  apsakot  eEonATPOy 
NiKATOPos,  of  better  execution  than  either  of  the  foregoing. 

Yaillant  ascribes  the  mitred  cap  to  Arsacedes  Orodes.  Colonel  Wilson  had 
another  coin  of  similar  character. 

[Mr.  Lindsay  gives  this  coin  to  Arsaces  IX.,  Mithridates 
II.  B.C.  123—87.] 

AjroTHEs. — ^Mitred  head  similar  to  fig.  2,  but  without  the  hook 
ornaments:     same    type,     ba:siaexi2    bazsiaehn    apsakot    aikaiot 

ETEPrETOT  «IAEAAHNOT. 

[The  legend  would  seem  to  indicate  that  this  piece  belongs 
to  Arsaces  VI.,  Mithridates  I.     B.C.  173—136.] 

Fig.  8. — ^Head  with  mitred  cap,  as  in  fig.  2,  with  a  peculiar 
symbol  behind  it  [an  anchor !  ]  :  same  reverse. 

Colonel  Wilson  has  another  similar  to  this  in  head-dress,  it  is  ascrihed  to 
Arsaces  Orodes  (VaU.  i.  145.) 

[See  Lindsay,  No.  36,  Plate  II.  Arsaces  X.,  Mnaskires. 
B.C.  87—77.] 

Fio.  7. — ^Head  with  deep  turban  and  mitred  cap  about  it,  and  bow 
behind,  with  fillets  of  rudest  fabrication :  character  quite  perverted. 

Ahotheb. — ^Plain    head-dress  and    device    very    rude,    BAiiAmg 

OAIIATAN  AlVmO  FVUfN  AIXAI07  ..XANOVC. 

In  this  the  knowledge  of  the  Greek  letters  seems  very  fast  declining,  and  it  is 
almost  impossihle  to  recognize  the  inscription  to  he  identical  with  that  of  fig.  2. 

[Mr.  Lindsay  attributes  a  coin  with  a  similarly  outlined 

obverse   device  (No.   90,  Plate   IV.)  to  Arsaces  XXVIII., 

Vologeses   III.,    a.d.    148 — 192.      Dr.   Scott    C  Numismatic 

Chronicle,*  vol.  xvii.,  p.  163.     October,  1854),  on  examining 

the  debased  legends  on  the  coins  of  this  period,  succeeded  in 
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discovering  distinct  Parthian  names  and  titles^  associated  with 
the  imperfect  Greek  inscriptions.  I  quote  Dr.  Scott's  original 
note  on  the  subject : — 

''Owing  to  tbe  evident  barWity  of  the  pseudo-Greek  legends  on  the  later 
Parthian  drachms,  no  one  had  paid  any  attention  to  them,  so  far  as  I  know,  or  had 
noticed  the  occurrence  upon  them  of  characters  eridently  not  belonging  to  the  Greek 
alphabet.  Mr.  Lindsay,  however  (Plate  iv.,  No.  87),  engraved  a  drachm  of  Yologeses 
III.,  on  which,  from  the  comparative  legibility  of  the  Greek  legend,  the  unknown 
characters  were  brought  prominently  forward  and  rendered  unmistokeable. 

**  Shortly  after  receiving,  by  the  kindness  of  Mr.  Lindsay,  a  copy  of  his  valuable 
work,  I  was  led  to  compare  the  unknown  legend  with  the  Chaldseo-Pehlvi  alphabet 
deciphered  by  Mr.  Thomas,  in  his  paper  already  referred  to  ('  Numismatic  Chronicle,' 
vol.  xii.,  1849) ;  and  after  a  little  investigation,  I  ascertained  that  the  legend,  the 
characters  of  which  were  by  no  means  so  distinctly  formed  as  on  the  inscription  and 
coins  of  Mr.  Thomas,  read  Vologasi  malka.  King  Yologeses." 

Dr.  Scott  adds  in  a  foot  note — "  Since  beginning  this  article^ 
I  have  heard  from  Paris  that  M.  de  Longp^rier  had^  in  1853, 
printed  the  decipherments  of  this  and  analogous  legends  on 
Parthian  coins."  M.  de  Longp^rier's  readings  I  have  not  as 
yet  been  able  to  refer  to ;  but  we  may  hope  shortly  to  have 
the  advantage  of  that  practiced  archeeologist's  mature  views 
upon  this  and  all  matters  connected  with  Parthian  coinage  in 
his  forthcoming  work  on  the  subject. — E.  T.] 

Another. — The  same,  but  more  legible;  under  the  bow  of  all 
those  there  is  a  kind  of  altar  formed  like  the  letter    >B< 

[  Mr.  Lindsay,  in  accord  with  M.  Bartholomeei,  proposes  to 
consider  this  as  the  initial  monogram  for  Tambrace.  Dr.  Scott, 
supported  by  Dr.  Mordtmann*s  Sassanian-Pehlvi  reading, 
Jit^)\f<6M  Aturia,  prefers  Assyria.] 

The  average  weight  of  the  above  ArsacideD  drachmse  is  60  grs. 

Besides  the  devices  given  above,  Colonel  Wilson  had  one  head  similar  to  fig.  1, 
with  the  symbols  of  the  sun  and  the  moon,  and  a  star  (fig.  4),  referred  by  Yaillant  to 
Arsaces  Artabanus  (I.  221),  and  another  with  two  small  Victorys,  holding  wreaths 
over  the  head  (fig.  3),  which  is  not  found  in  Yaillant. 

SASSANIAI^  COINS. 

The  Sassanian  monarchy  in  Persia  commenced  with 
the  year  223,  a.d.,  when  Artaxerxes  overthrew  the 
Parthian  dynasty.      It  continued  until  itself  overturned 
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by  the  Muhammadan  Khalife  in  the  year  a.d.  636.  No 
mode  of  adjusting  the  numismatology  of  this  period  can 
be  attempted  imtil  we  are  able  to  read  the  ancient 
Pehln  characters  in  which  their  legends  are  expressed. 
Perhaps  if  a  considerable  collection  of  these  coins  was 
made  (and  they  seem  to  be  very  common  in  Persia),  some 
key  might  be  discovered  to  the  value  of  the  alphabet. 

[As  the  researches  of  De  Sacy*  first  enlightened  us  on  the 
enigmas  of  the  early  Sassanian  writings  so  the  acuteness  of  Prof. 
Olshausen'  has  since  enabled  him  to  teach  us  the  decipher- 
ment of  the  more  modem  style  of  Fehlvi  that  closely  preceded 
the  invention  of  the  Kufic  alphabet;  and  we  are  now  in  a 
position  to  trace  the  Fehlvi  character  in  its  various  mutations 
and  ramifications^  from  the  simple  elements  of  Ardeshir  B&bek's 
inscriptions — comprising  in  all  seventeen  forms' — down  to  the 
elaborate  pointed  alphabet  of  the  F&rsis,  which  numbers^  in 
obedience  to  Arabian  and  Indian  requirements^  no  less  than 
thirty-two  letters.*  And,  thanks  to  the  Soci6t6  Asiatique  of 
Paris/  we  are  further  here  able  to  set  up,  in  appropriate  type, 
the  counterpart  transcript  of  the  original  legends,  which  I  insert 
after  James  Frinsep's  descriptive  notice  of  the  types  of  each 
medal.] 

Fio.  9. — A  silver  coin  in  the  cabinet  of  the  Asiatic  Society. 

Obvkbse. — The  head  of  the  king  facing  the  left,  with  curly  beard, 
and  a  large  tuft  of  curly  hair :  a  peculiar  crown  or  cap  with  two 
feathers  behind :  around  it  a  legend  in  Pehlvl  characters,  very  dis- 
tinct, but  the  purport  unknown  :  it  is  given  more  clearly  in  A. 


^  <  M^molres  but  dWenes  Antiquit^s  de  la  Ttn%'    Paris,  1793. 

'  *Die  Pehlewi-Legenden.'  Yon  D.  Justus  Olshausen.  Kopenhagen,  1843. 
Also  *  Numismatic  Chronicle,'  vol.  ix.    1848. 

'  De  Sacy,  p.  62.    Ker  Porter,  pi.  xxii.,  p.  648. 

«  Anquetil  du  Perron,  *  Zend  Ayesta.'  Paris,  1721.  Alphabet  lithographed  at 
Bombay. 

^  The  dies  for  this  fount  vere  executed  under  the  direction  of  M.  Mohl,  by 
MarccUin  Legrand.    Se$  *  Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,'  vol.  xii.  p.  271. 
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Rkvesse. — A,  fire  altar  fmithroij,  with  two  priests  or  defenders, 
bearing  swords  or  sceptres. 

(B.) — Another  coin,  similar,  and  inscription  partly  identical. 
[  Coins  of  Shdpur  L,  a.d.  240—271. 

Restobsd  LsGBin)s  ik  Pehlti. 

[_\^^^]\^s  \^^^  ^^  jji^-f*  ^)4H4>AHtj   3^    [\M^:S^^ 

As  I  have  giyen  a  modern  Persian  counterpart  of  the 
Fehlvi  type^  I  have  not  thought  it  necessary  to  complicate  the 
first  transcript  with  the  P&rsi  distinguishing  marks.  Though 
I  must  confess  that  the  modem  unpointed  type — in  its  similarity 
of  forms— is  less  easy  to  read  than  the  original  Sassanian  of  the 
coins,  certainly  less  so  than  the  well-outlined  Rock  inscriptions. 
I  reserve  any  further  development  of  these  alphabets  for  a  more 
appropriate  occasion,  in  connexion  with  a  plate  that  I  have  to 
illustrate  under  Article  ix.] 

Fio.  10. — ^Another  similar  coin.  In  lieu  of  the  sacred  fire  on  the 
altar  is  substituted  the  head  of  a  king :  little  of  the  legend  is  visible. 

In  Colonel  Wilson's  coUection  are  one  or  two  more  of  a  similar  cliaracter,  bat 
the  fire  is  the  most  common  symbol :  the  legend  on  one  of  his  (C)  differs  from  the 
two  above  given  in  part,  but  one  word  is  evidentlj  the  same,  so  that  probably  that 
word  and  the  one  which  precedes  it  in  A  and  B  are  all  common  titles  of  the  ruling 
monarch,  as  '  King  of  Kings,'  etc. 

Fio.  12. — ^A.  crescent  head-dress  of  this  form  occurs  in  one  of 
Colonel  Wilson's  coins,  in  other  respects  similar  to  the  rest ;  also  upon 
another  coin  the  emblems  represented  in  fig.  13;  as  variations  of  the 
priest's  wand  or  sceptre. 

[Yezdegird  1st,  a.d.  399—420.] 

Fio.  14 — (of  Colonel  Wilson's  series) — has  characters  which  might 
be  mistaken  for  Arabic,  also  emblems  of  the  moon,  stais^  and  the  sacred 
fire. 

[Khosru,  II.,  A.D.,  691—628. 

Obverse.—  ^J;^^    f^SSo^ 


Beyebse. — ^Date,  'eleven'  &^^ 


Mint  mark,  V  2S 


\     ii] 
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Fig.  15. — ^A  small  gold  coin,  of  rery  rude  fabrication,  brought  by 
Lieutenant  Conolly,  from  Khur4s4n:  the  head  has  a  crescented  cap, 
and  the  commencement  of  the  second  part  of  the  inscription  agrees 
with  that  of  figs.  A.  and  B. 

Beybbsb. — ^The  fire  altar  and  priests,  rudely  executed. 

This  coin  was  noticed  in  the  *  Gleanings  in  Science/  * 
vol.  iii.  295. 
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In  the  reign  of  Antiochus  II. — ^the  third  of  the 
Seleucidee — ^Theodotus,  the  governor  of  Bactria,  revolted 
and  established  an  independent  monarchy.  His  capital 
was  the  modem  Balkh,  and  his  extensive  kingdom 
included  parts  of  modem  Kabnl,  Khurdsany  and  Bukhara. 
It  is  remarked  by  Major  Tod  as  singular,  that,  although 
the  Arsacidan  money  is  so  plentiftd,  antiquarians  have 
seldom  met  with  those  of  the  Bactrian  princes,  and 
indeed  the  names  of  only  nine  of  them  have  been  rescued 


that 
Science/ 

to  oontiime  it  as  long  as  the  publication  remained  under  the  charee  of  one  or  both 
of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Society."  James  Prinsep's  dedication  of  the  first  volume  of 
the  '  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society/  veil  explains  the  history  of  the  earlier  publica- 
tion. It  is  as  follows : — **To  Captain  James  D.  Herbert,  Bengal  Infantry,  *  *  * 
whose  judgment  originated ;  whose  persererance  and  exertions  successfully  established; 
and  whose  superior  abilities  supported  for  three  years  the  first  journal  in  India 
deroted  to  the  exclusive  publication  of  Gleanings  in  Science ;  this  volume,  in  all 
respects  but  title,  a  continuation  of  his  own  work,  is  inscribed,  by  his  attached 
friend,  the  Editor. — Calmtta^  January  1,  1833." — While  adverting  to  these  perio- 
dicals, it  may  be  useftil  to  record  the  progress  of  the  earlier  quarto  publication, 
entitled  'The  Asiatic  Reseaichesj'  which  took  its  origin  as  the  effective  Journal 
of  the  Asiatic  Society,  instituted  in  Calcutta  in  1784,  and  continued  to  embody  the 
papers  and  proceedings  of  that  Society  until  1836,  when,  havine  reached  its  twenty- 
first  volume,  it  was  incorporated  with  the  octavo  '  Journal  of  tne  Asiatic  Society  of 
Beneal,'  which  had  already  existed  as  a  concurrent  publication  from  1832,  under  the 
conduct  of  James  Prinsep.  It  is  a  matter  of  just  pride  to  Anglo-Indian  authors, 
that  the  early  volumes  of  the  '  Asiatic  Besearches'  should  have  gone  through  no  less 
than  four  reprints  in  England,  besides  translations  and  republications  in  France. — 
E.  T.] 
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from  obscurity.  So  little  was  before  known,  that  Major 
Tod  himself  may  be  said  to  have  commenced  the  develop- 
ment of  this  new  branch  of  numismatology,  and  in  a 
worthy  manner, — ^by  adding  two  new  medals  discovered 
in  India  to  the  only  two  hitherto  known; — one  of  Apollo- 
dotus,  found  in  the  site  of  an  old  town,  Surapura, 
between  Agra  and  Etaweh ;  the  other  of  Menander  from 
Mathurd.^  This  example  has  instigated  others  to  the 
search,  and  a  number  of  Bactrian  or  Indo-Scythian  coins 
are  now  coming  to  light  in  the  Upper  Provinces.  I  have 
before  alluded  to  General  Ventura's  discoveries ;  and  to 
those  of  Messrs.  Bumes  and  Gerard,  in  their  route 
through  ancient  Bactriana ;  Colonel  Swiney  of  Kumal 
has  also  been  successful  in  collecting  and  examining, 
and  we  may  therefore  soon  hope  to  have  the  subject 
thoroughly  elucidated.  Such  coins  as  were  in  the 
Society's  cabinet,  I  have  already  depicted  in  the  seven- 
teenth volume  of  the  ^Eesearches,'  to  illustrate  the  learned 
remarks  of  Mr.  H.  H.  Wilson,^  which  should  be  perused 
by  those  who  are  now  eager  to  prosecute  the  inquiry.  I 
have  introduced  into  the  present  plate  a  few  of  the  same 
figures,  with  a  view  to  shew  the  general  appearance  of 
these  curious  coins. 

Fia.  17. — Ib  taken  from  a  cast  made  from  the  sealing  wax  impres- 
sion  of  a  gold  coin  found  at  Manikyala  by  General  Ventura. 

Obyebss. — ^A  standing  figure  with  right-arm  outstretched,  and  a 
kind  of  glory  round  the  head  :  letters  not  decypherable. 

Betebse. — ^Figure  of  a  wanior  holding  a  spear  in  the  right  hand, 
and  apparently  (firom  comparison  with  more  perfect  specimens  of  a 
similar  coin)  presenting  an  offering  on  an  altar :  the  name  illegible. 


^  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  i.  314. 
2  <  Asiatic  Researches.*  vol.  rdi.,  p.  669. 
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Fig.  18. — Is  a  drawing  made  in  a  similar  manner  from  anothei  of 
the  Manikyala  gold  coins. 

[  This  coin  is  re^engraved  in   PL   XXI.  fig.  2,  and   PI. 

XXIX.  fig.  8,  and  also  in  'Ariana  Antiqua/  PL  XIV.  fig.  9.] 

Obt£BSE. — The  Persian  head-dress  and  flowing  hair  are  here  appa- 
renty  hut  on  the  Eeverse  the  seated  prince  has  rather  the  Indian 
costume.  The  characters  on  both  sides  are  quite  distinct,  and  have 
some  similarity  to  Greek,  but  they  have  not  yet  been  interpreted. 
There  is  a  curious  symbol  upon  aU  this  class  of  coins,  resembling  a 
gridiron,  or  key,  with  sometimes  three,  sometimes  four,  prongs. 

MM.    Beinaiid  and    Saint    Martin    (Joummi   Anatique   1831)  read  part    of 

the  inscription   on  the   obverse  NANOBAeOT PKIKOT,  and  on  the  roTene 

MANAOBA.  .ro,  bat  nothing  ia  gained  thereArom.  They  ascribe  the  coin  to  Greek 
or  Asiatic  princes  who  inherited  the  authority  of  Alexander's  successors  in  the 
conntries  watered  by  the  Indus. 

[  The  obverse  legend  runs  pad  nano  fag  oohpki  kopano  ;  the 
reverse  as  given  above.] 

Fio.  19. — A  small  copper  coin,  sent  to  me  in  a  letter  by  Dr.  Gerard,. 
fh)m  the  neighbourhood  of  Manikyala. 

Obvebse. — ^The  head  of  a  king,  with  a  kind  of  glory. 

ItEYEBSE. — ^An  equestrian  figure,  with  the  flowing  ribbons  of  the 
Persian  diadem :  the  character  are  here  decidedly  Greek,  and  appear 
to  form  the  usual  title  of  fieurtXws  patrtkww. 

Fig.  20. — Is  a  copper  coin  resembling  the  last,  procured  by  myself 
at  Benires. 

[  These  belong  to  the  class  of  coins  that  bear  the  titles  of 
SOTHP  MEFAS  BA2IAET2  BA2IAEAN  without  any  indication  of  the 
name  of  the  king.] 

The  greater  i)ortion  of  the  coins  found  at  ll^anil^ydla 
are  stated  by  Lieutenant  Bumes,  to  whom  a  copy  of  the 
plates  of  Mr.  Wilson's  Essay  was  sent  by  post,  to  have 
figures  of  a  Eaja,  dressed  in  a  tunic,  sacrificing  on  an  altar, 
on  the  obverse  ; .  and  a  figure  standing  by  a  bull,  on  the 
reverse  (^Asiatic  Eesearches,'  xvii.  pi.  ii.  figs.  26  to  30): 
others  are  found  with  the  impress  of  an  elephant,  and 
a  kind  of  dagger  (a  female  figure  ?)  But  as  the  inscrip- 
tions on  these  are  rather  Indian  than  Greek,  I  have  not 

2 


18  MUHAMMABAN   COINAGE   OF   PERSIA. 

included  them  in  the  present  collection,  and  beg  to  refer 
the  reader  to  the  ^Asiatic  Eesearches'  and  to  Colonel 
Tod's  Essay. 


MUHAMMADAN  COINAGE  OF  PERSIA. 

To  complete  the  sketch  of  Persian  coins,  it  seems 
necessary  to  offer  a  few  brief  remarks  on  the  coinage  of 
the  Muhammadan  powers  which  succeeded  the  Sassanian 
dynasty. 

At  the  period  of  the  promulgation  of  the  religion  of 
Muhammad,  the  money  of  the  Lower  Eoman  Empire  was 
current  in  all  the  neighbouring  countries,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  Khalifat  of  Abd-ul-malik,  in  the  year  of  the 
Hijra  76  (a.d.  695,)  according  to  Marsden,  that  a  distinct 
coinage  was  instituted  with  a  view  of  superseding  the 
currency  of  Greek  or  Byzantine,  and  Persian,  gold  and 
silver. 

The  circumstances  that  led  to  this  event  are  thus 
detailed  by  the  Arabian  writers  : — "  The  Ehalif  having 
adhered  to  the  practice  of  commencing  his  epistles, 
addressed  to  the  Greek  Emperor,  with  the  Musalm&n 
formulary  sentence,  declaring  the  unity  of  the  Godhead, 
and  the  ministry  of  the  prophet ;  the  Christian  monarch 
took  offence  at  what  appeared  to  him  an  insult,  and 
threatened  that  if  it  were  persisted  in,  he  should 
retaliate,  by  introducing  into  the  inscriptions  on  his 
coinage,  with  a  view  to  circulation  throughout  the 
domini<»is  of  the  former,  words  not  likely  to  be  accept- 
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able  to  the  professors  of  Islamism^"  This  impolitic 
contention  produced  the  effect  that  might  have  been 
expected,  and  Abd-ul-malik  determined  to  be  before- 
hand with  him  in  blazoning  the  creed  of  the  Faithful 
upon  a  new  coin  of  his  own  fabrication,  and  he  pro- 
cured the  ablest  artisans  from  Damascus  to  cut  the 
dies.  Many  of  the  first  Muhammadans  were  however 
scandalized  at  allowing  the  sacred  name  of  Qod  to  be 
profaned  by  the  contact  of  impure  hands. 

The  names  of  the  Arabic  pieces  of  money  are 
uniformly  inserted  in  their  marginal  legend,  and  are 
all  taken  from  the  coins  of  the  Lower  Boman  Empire. 
Thus  the  copper  piece  was  called  ^jjj  fah  from  foU%%  ; 
the  silver  ^^j^  dirham^  from  drachma^  and  the  gold  coin, 
jI:jj  dtndr^  from  denarius^  which  though  properly  a 
silver  coin,  was  used  generally  to  denote  coins  of  other 
metals,  as  the  denarius  cert^,  and  the  denarius  aarij  or 
aureus. 

The  Society^s  cabinet  does  not  possess  any  of  the 
early  Muhammadan  coins ;  but  one  brought  by  lieut. 
Conolly  from  Persia  (fig.  16,  PL  I.)  will  serve  as  a 
general  specimen  of  all  those  of  the  Omiah  and  'Abbis 
Khalifs.  They  contain  the  date  and  place  of  fabrication, 
but  not  the  name  of  the  prince.  The  coins  of  the 
Sdm&nian  dynasty  in  Persia  differ  but  little  in  appear- 
ance ;  but  they  boar  the  name  of  the  sovereign  under 
that  of  the  prophet     The  Sultans  of  the  Saljuk  dynasty. 


^  Manden*!  *  Numismnta  Oricntalia*  xvi.  [In  addition  to  the  information  oh  thig 
subject  afforded  by  Al  Makrizi  (Historia  Mbnets  Arabic»,  ed.  0.  G.  Tycheen, 
Bottok,  1797)  and  other  interroedtate  authors,  the  reader  will  find  an  admirable 
r£snm6  of  tliese  incidents  by  M.  de  Sauloy,  in  the  'Journal  Anatique'  of  Paris. 
Tol.  Tiii.  1839.— E.  T.]  ^  - 
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who  wrested  the  whole  of  Asia  Minor  from  the  Empire 
in  the  11th  century,  struck  the  emblem  of  the  sun  in 
the  constellation  of  the  lion  upon  the  obverse  of  their 
coin,  and  these  devices  have  since  become  well  known 
as  the  chivalric  order  of  distinction  in  Persia ;  its  origin 
is  referred  by  Marshman  to  the  horoscope  of  Ghiat-ud- 
dm  Kai  Khusru,  who  began  to  reign  in  1236.  The 
earliest  mention  of  it  is  in  Tavemier's  Travels,  1676. 
The  kings  of  the  Turkman  or  Ortokite  dynasty,  in  the 
13th  century,  introduced  beads  on  their  coin  in  imitation 
of  the  Syro-Macedonian  kings,  notwithstanding  the  sup- 
posed prejudice  of  the  Bsiithful  against  such  devices. 
The  Persian  term  shah^ '  rex,'  oecurs  &r  the  first  time  in 
this  series  on  the  coin  of  Xutb-ud-din  Ghazi,  a.  h.  580. 
The  coins  of  this  period  are  so  irregular,  that  Christian 
marks  and  names  are  sometimes  visible  on  them : 
signs  of  the  zodiac  were  'also  fr^uently  introduced. 
The  Fatimite  dynasty  restored  the  primitive  form  and 
purity  of  the  Kufic  inscriptions.  Their  coins  have 
generally  more  than  one  concentric  circle  of  inscrip- 
tion. They  also  exhibit  the  several  localities  of  Arabia, 
Syria,  Egypt,  and  Sicily. 

The  coins  of  the  D-Kh4nian  or  Moghul  dynasty  of 
Persia,  are  known  by  the  title  of  Kaan,  Khan,  and  Sultan 
Ahzem,  in  connection  with  the  name  of  the  sovereign. 
The  writing  is  generally  contained  in  an  ornamental  or 
scalloped  frame,  such  as  is  now  common  in  ihe  coins  of 
Persia,  Nepdl,  and  other  Oriental  countries. 

These  very  general  remarks  will  be  sufficient  to 
afford  a  clue  to  the  classification  of  the  coins  of  Persia, 
when    the  legend  may  not  be   sufficiently  legible  to 
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detennine  them:  the  subject  has  been  most  ably  ex- 
pounded by  Mr.  Marsden,  in  the  work  abeady  quoted 
from ;  and  to  it  all  must  refer  who  would  pursue  this 
branch  of  numistatic  study. 

Fig.  16.— a  ailver  coin  of  the  Khalifs  of  the  aecond  century  of 
the  Hijra,  bearing  on  the  areas  the  usual  fonnulas  in  the  Kufic  cha- 
racter, surrounded  by  the  marginal  inscriptions  here  reproduced  in 
modem  Arabic  type  : — 


OBYEBSB. 


AETEBSE. 


^^k-w^^  ^^iMuio, 


V»:. 


^   3\  *J.J^  i   '^-.      ^  *J-i;  j^\  ^\  H 


K 


*"  N. 


(Area)   Non  est  Deus  firaUr  Deum  unieum,  cut  non  ut  soeius. 
(Maboin)  In  nomine  Dei  cum  est  hoe  drachma  in  Wdsit.     Anno 
129,  nono  et  vicesimo  et  cenUtimo.     (a.d.  746). 

On  the  Beverse  is  the  ordinary  inscription,  and  on  the  margin  a 
quotation  from  the  Eurdn  (Sura  ix.  33). 

(Abea)    J)eua  unus^  Deus  4Bt&rnus,  non  gignii,  ei  non  ei  compar  unui. 

(Masoin)  Muhammad  &9t  legatui  Dei,  fui  miiit  cum  cum  ioctrina 
et  rcligionc  vera,  fuo  earn  cxtolleret  super  religionee  omnee  ii  vel  rejraga- 
rentur  auodaniee. 

In  Hallenberg's  ^  Numismata  Orientalia'  are  described 
several  coins  of  the  same  age,  the  nearest  in  point  of  date 
being  one  of  A.  h.  126  (a,d.  743)  :  Merwan,  the  son  of 
Muhammad,  etc ,  and  fourteenth  in  descent  from  Omiah, 
came  to  the  Khalifat  in  a.h.  127  ;,  and  was  killed  in  132, 
being  the  last  Khalif  of  that  race. 
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Wasit,  the  town  at  which  the  coin  was  struck,  was 
80  called,  says  the  same  authority,  from  being  half-way 
(krflj  ^  the  middle')  between  Basra  and  Kufa ;  it  was  built 
by  Ibn-Gjuzi  ia  a.h.  75,  and  remained  the  seat  of  the 
Khalifs  and  of  the  coinage  until  the '  Abbasidee  succeeded 
to  the  Omiah  Khalifis,  when  the  capital  was  established 
at  Muhammadiah  (or  Baghdad)  as  proved  by  coins 
struck  the  year  137  a.h. 

In  the  third  yolume  of  the  ^Gleanings,'  Plate  XXIII.^ 
are  depicted  four  Persian  gold  coins,  also  brought  from 
Persia  by  Lieut.  ConoUy,  which  appear  to  belong  to  the 
Saljuk  dynasty.  In  fig.  S,  the  words  ul-malik  are  legible, 
but  it  requires  some  experience  in  the  Kufic  character  to 
decypher  the  remainder. 


•./ 


-/; 


—  / 


*>    I 


^r\ 


i   . 


■  \;:v  ■  ■•/ 


.1 


^* 


,  \ 


■p 


^.^ 


'V       \ 


.-4, 


.y'    ...^.    -   / 
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III.— NOTE    ON    LIEUTENANT    BURNE8' 
COLLECTION  OF  ANCIENT  COINS. 

[JXmE,  1833.] 

CoKSiBKBiNa  the  short  space  of  time  allowed  to  a  tra- 
rellei,  in  his  rapid  passage  through  a  foreign  country,  for 
the  pursuit  of  objects  not  immediately  connected  with  his 
errand;  and  the  disadvantages  which  his  own  disguise 
and  the  suspicions  of  the  natives  oppose  to  his  search 
after  the  very  rare  relics  of  antiquity  which  may  have 
escaped  destruction  for  twenty  centuries  in  their  country: 
considering,  too,  that  the  inhabitants  are  unable  to  appro* 
ciate  the  value  of  such  objects,  and  mostly  ignorant  of 
the  demand  for  them  among  H^b  inquisitive  natives  of 
the  West,  Lieut.  Bumes  may  be  deemed  very  successful 
in  the  store  of  coins  he  has  brought  back  from  the  Panjab 
and  from  the  valley  of  the  Oxus. 

Of  pure  Bactrian  coins,  he  will  be  able  to  add  at  least 
three  to  the  cabinets  of  Europe ;  upon  one  of  which  the 
name  of  Euthydemus  is  quite  distinct;  while  of  the 
Indo-Scythic  or  subsequent  dynasties,  his  store  is  so  ample 
as  to  afford  ten  for  the  Bombay  Literary  Society,  and  as 
many  more  for  our  own  cabinet ;  besides  those  he  takes 
to  Europe :  and  among  the  latter  is  one  coin  of  the 
dynasty  which  supplanted  the  Macedonian  princes  of 
Bactria,  calculated  to  excite  much  curiosity  among 
antiquarians. 
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This  abstruse  subject  is  akeady  deriving  elucidation 
from  the  discovery  of  coins  in  many  places,  which  is  a 
forcible  proof  of  the  advantage  of  giving  early  publicity 
to  such  discoveries,  and' to  the  comments  of  antiquarians 
upon  them.  Already  has  Dr.  Swiney  at  Eam&l,  following 
up  his  former  researches,  fallen  upon  two  silver  coins  of 
ApoUodotus  and  Menander,  neither  of  them  duplicates  of 
the  two  which  rewarded  Colonel  Tod's  labours.  I  hope 
soon  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  engrave  these  coins,  as  a 
continuation  of  the  plate  I  am  now  about  to  describe  in 
illustration  of  some  of  lieutenant  Bumes'  collection. 
Captain  Wade  has  also  presented  me  with  a  few  coins 
obtained  in  his  recent  tour  down  the  Satlej.  To  General 
Ventura,  however,  we  still  look  for  our  richest  harvest, 
because  his  coins  have  a  definite  connection  with  an 
existing  monument ;  and  when  that  meritorious  officer 
shall  see  how  Lieutenant  Bumes  has  taught  us  to 
appreciate  his  labours  at  Manikyala,  we  hope  he  will  no 
longer  think  us  unworthy  of  being  made  the  medium  of 
their  introduction  to  the  knowledge  of  the  world. 

MACEDONIAN    AND   SYRIAN   COINS. 

Having  given*  a  type  of  the  coins  of  Alexander,  I 
need  not  stop  to  describe  those  brought  from  Persia 
by  our  traveller,  a  tetradrachma  and  two  small  coins  of 
that  conqueror,  in  excellent  preservation. 

Captain  Wade  has  presented  me  with  a  rarer  sUver 
coin  of  Alexander,  having  a  fine  juvenile  portrait  of  the 

1  *  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society'  of  Bengal,  Vol.  II.,  Hate  I. 
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Conqueror  before  he  assumed  the  horn  of  Ammon  ;  and, 
on  the  reverse,  Apollo  resting  on  the  peculiar  oracular 
seat,  holding  an  arrow  pointed  downwards,  in  the  right 
hand  (denoting  clemency) ;  his  left  hand  resting  upon  a 
bow. 

The  epigraphe  is  basiaehs  aaeieanapot  eEonATOPoa 
ETEprETor.  On  the  exergue,  the  letter  c;  and  on  the 
left,  a  peculiar  three-pronged  monogram,  resembling  the 
letter  a. 

This  coin  is  not  mentioned  by  Pinkerton,  and  would, 
doubtless,  be  designated  by  him  brrr  or  rarissimus.  It 
is  engraved  as  fig.  1  of  Plate  III. :  and  was  procured  in 
Asia  Minor  by  Dr.  Martin,  the  German  physician,  lately 
in  Banjit  Singh's  service,  and  by  him  given  to  Captain 
Wade. 

[  This  piece  is  from  one  of  the  mints  of  Alexander  I.  (Bala).] 

To  return  to  Lieutenant  Bumes'  collection. 

PLiLTE  II.  Fig.  1,  represents  one  of  three  beautiful  coins  of 
Antiochus  YI.  or  Theos,  of  Syria,  during  whose  war  with  Ptolemy 
Philadelphus  Bactria  revolted.  These  are  supposed  by  Pinkerton  to 
exhibit  the  most  perfect  examples,  both  of  manly  and  of  monetal  beauty, 
to  be  found  among  ancient  medals.  They  are,  however,  common 
enough.  The  epigraphe  is  basiaeos  antioxot  Eni«ANOT2.  Device — 
Jupiter  seated,  holding  a  smaU  Victory. 

[  Antiochus  XI.  ] 

Fio.  2. — ^Another  Antiochus,  probably  struck  in  Parthia,  from  the 
figure  of  the  javelin-thrower. 

[  On  its  first  publication  this  coin  did  not  attract  the  atten- 
tion it  has  since  claimed,  in  the  progress  of  our  knowledge — 
incident  to  the  testimony  its  reverse  device  affords,  as  to  the  dis- 
tinct supremacy  of  the  Seleucidae  m  Ariana,  as  well  as  in  virtue 
of  the  illustration  of  subsequent  dynastic  revolutions  evidenced 
in  the  retention  of  the  identical  reverse-die  by  Diodotus  after 
the  assertion  of  his  independence.     And,  although  it  may  be 


26  MACEDONIAN   AND   STRIAK   COINS. 

felt  to  be  somewhat  in  anticipation  of  any  general  review  of 
Bactrian  coinages^  which  are  more  largely  treated  of  in  Frin- 
sep's  later  essays ;  yet  this  clearly  seems  to  be  the  most  appro- 
priate place  to  dispose  of  the  sequent  series  of  Diodotus'  coins, 
which  are  united  by  the  one  and  unvaried  bond  of  similarity 
of  type  with  this^  the  solitary  exemplar  of  the  class  that  occurs 
among  the  engravings  in  this  volume. 

The  coin  figured  as  No.  1,  Plate  11./  of  which  we  have 
now  a  second  and  far  more  perfect  specimen/  is  assigned,  on 
historical  grounds,  to  Antiochus  II.  eE02,  280 — ^261  B.C.,  though 
the  portrait  on  the  obverse  does  not  altogether  coincide  with 
the  likeness  of  that  king  exhibited  on  his  ordinary  coins.  The 
reverse  device  is  also  a  novelty  in  the  Seleucidan  series:  it 
may  be  described — 

Nude  figure  of  Jupiter  standing ;  the  right  arm  u  upraised  in  the  act  of  hurling 
the  thanderholt,  while  the  left  is  coTered  by  the  ^gis.  An  eagle  is  introduoed 
at  the  foot  of  the  figure.  In  the  field  appears  the  monogram  A  '  with  the  legend 
BASIAEOS  ANTIOXOT. 

The  monogram  to  a  certain  extent  associates  these  pieces 
with  the  Bactrian  money  of  Euthydemus,  among  whose  mint- 
marks  this  and  a  nearly  similarly  fashioned  symbol  is  of  fre- 
quent occurrence,  while  it  has  not  hitherto  been  discovered  on 
coins  of  more  westerly  origin. 

I  next  pass  to  those  pieces  of  similar  type  and  device  which 
bear  the  name  of  Diodotus,  equally  exhibiting  the  title  of 
BASIAEOS,  and  but  little  varied  in  their  die  details,  except  in 


1  Reproduced  in  Bumes'  Bokh6r6,  toI.  ii.  PI.  III.  Fig.  8. 

>  Procured  hy  J.  Gibhe,  Esq.,  Bombay  Civil  Service,  at  Karicht 

>  This  monomm  ia  copied  from  a  cast  of  Mr.  Gibbs'  coin.  The  Barnes  coin  has 
die  inner  lines  of  the  figure  somewhat  jumbled  ;  but  it  seems  to  be  wanting  in  the 
continuity  of  the  perpendicular  line,  which  in  the  very  perfect  Euthydemus  piece 
in  the  British  Museum,  is  clearly  disconnected  between  uie  semicircle  and  the  top  of 
the  T.  Since  the  above  note  has  been  set  np  in  type,  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  a  third  coin  of  this  class  simultaneously  acquired  by  Mr.  Gibbs.  and  now 
in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Frere,  the  Commissioner  in  Sindh.  The  obverse  of  this  piece 
is  in  remarkably  fine  preservation,  and  the  die  execution  is  literally  perfect.  The 
reverse  has  been  double-struck,  but  the  legend  \b  distinct,  as  likewise  is  the 
monogram  in  tiie  field  as  above  given.  The  only  portion  of  the  impression  that  is 
materially  obscured  is  the  second  monogram  placed  between  the  legs  of  the  figure ; 
which,  however,  seems  to  be  composed  of  a  H  enclosed  within  an  O. 
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the  introduction  of  a  chaplet  below  the  left  arm  of  the  figure 
on  the  reverse,  and  the  rejection^  or  change  of  the  monogram.' 
Professor  Wilson  very  naturally  conjectured*  that  as  the 
one  class  composed  the  Bactrian  coinage  of  Diodotus  the 
Satrap^  struck  in  the  name  of  his  master^  so  the  other  formed 
the  consecutive  local  issue  of  Diodotus^  the  independent  sove- 
reign !  The  simplicity  of  this  arrangement  is,  however,  some- 
what complicated  by  the  discovery  of  a  most  important  medal 
which  connects  the  names  of  Diodotus  and  Agathocles.  I 
allow  M.  Bartholomsei  to  supply  the  details  of  this  and  his 
other  interesting  acquisition. 

*  1. — Drachme  in6dite  de  Diodote  I'- 

'  Tdte  diad^6e  de  Diodote,  toamjle  k  droite ;  les  cordona  du  diad^me  flottent 
par  derri^re. 

^Reyers. — BA2IA£a2  AIOAOTOT.  *  (Moanaic)  da  roi  Diodote/  Jupiter  nud  et 
debout,  Tu  dn  dos,  dans  une  attitade  mena^ante,  brandissant  le  foadre,  qa'il  tient 
dans  la  main  droite,  le  bras  gaache  6tendu  euvelopp^  du  pallium  en  guise  d*8egide ; 
k  terre,  Vaigle  k  demi  epIoy6.  Dans  le  champ,  &  gaucbe,  une  couronne  de  lauriers ; 
k  droite,  un  monogramme  confos  ;  et  plos  bes,  quelque  cbose  d'incertain. 

*  Argent:  module,  4 :  poids,  65  grains. 

*'  2.  Tdtradrachme  incdite,  frapp6e  sous  le  r^ne  d* Agatbocl5s,  en  Tbonneur  de 
Diodote  Jr- 

'AIOAOTOT  :SATHP02.  '  (Effigie)  de  Diodote  le  SauTeur.'  Tdte  diad^m^  de 
Diodote  tourn^e  &  droite,  les  cordons  du  diad^me  flottent  par  derri^re. 

<  ReTers.— BA2IAET0NT02  AFAeOKAEOTZ  AIKAIOT.  '  (Monnaie  frapp^i)  soua 
le  r6gne  d'Agatboel^  le  Juste.*    Jupiter  nud  et  debout,  vu  du  dos,  dans  une  attitude 


^  The  gold  coin  in  the  Paris  collection  has  no  monogram. 

2  The  monoeram  on  Mr.  Bartholomffii*s  drachma  is  fS^.  Major  Cunningham 
has  already  published  a  nearly  similar  monogram,  (Num.  Chron.  viii.  p.  180)^ 
outlined  as  |fP,  and  derived  from  other  specimens  of  Diodotus'  coinage : 
regarding  vhich  he  remarks  as  follows:  *No.  2.,  also  No.  57  of  Frolich;  Noa. 
5,  9,  and  46  of  Gough.  This  occurs  on  a  drachma  of  Diodotus,  and  on  both 
the  silver  and  copper  coins  of  Seleucus  Nicator,  but  not  on  those  of  his  successors. 
The  natural  inference  from  these  facts  is,  that  this  monogram  represents  the  name  of 
a  citr,  irhieh  once  belonged  to  the  Seleueidse,  but  was  afterwards  wrested  from  them 
by  Diodotus.  The  monogram  forms  MAPriANH,  the  name  of  the  capital  of 
Margiana,  which  was  at  nrst  called  Seleucia  Margian6,  and  afterwards  Antiochia 
Margiand;  and  which  was  undoubtedly  one  of  the  principal  cities  belonging  to 
Dio^tus.'  The  configuration  of  the  present  monogram  and  the  independent  exhibi- 
tion of  the  r  would  certainly  appear  to  improve  Major's  Cunningham's  position, 
only  in  this  case  the  cross-line  at  the  top  of  the  M  is  clearly  superfluous.  The 
remaining  monogram  on  Diodotus'  proper  coins  is  given  by  the  same  author 
as  fR.  This  he  proposes  to  identify  as  TAAIKANA,  TdlikdHf  which  is  hardly  so 
satisfactory  a  rendering. 

5  'Ariana  Antiqua,'  219. 
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monn^ante,  brandlMantlefoudre,  qu*iltient  de  Li  main  droite,  le  bras  gaache  ^tendu, 
envelopp^  d'nii  manteaa  (palUani)  h.  frange ;  k  terre,  Taiglo  k  dcmi  ^ploj^.  Dans  le 
champ,  k  gaache,  one  couronne  de  laurien ;  k  droite,  on  monogrammc  qui  ressemble  k 
la  lettre  «  (asscz  fr^uent  sur  Ics  medailles  de  la  Bactriane). 

*  Argent :  module,  9| :  poids,  4  drachmes,  14  grains. ' 

*La  t^tradrachme  II.  a  M  6ridemment  frapp^  aprea  la  mort  de  Diodote  I'. 
La  l^gende  du  cdte  de  la  tete  donne  au  roi  le  titre  de  v^hyip  ^*  Sauvear') :  c'est  un  hom- 
mage  de  reconnaissance  de  la  nation,  qu*il  a  d^livr^e  da  joag  Stranger  (Prolog.  Trog. 
Pomp.  XLI.  Justinus  XLI.  c.  4).  Cc  titre  de  *  Saayeor*  n'a  pas  M  dictk  par  la 
fiatterie,  car  la  Bactriane  dorait  son  existence  politiqae  au  coorage  et  &  la  sagesse  de 
Diodote.  Si  Ton  consenrait  encore  quelques  doubles  sor  le  veritable  fondateur  de  la 
monarchic  bactrienne,  la  legende  de  cette  m6daille,  confirmee  par  le  t6moignage  his- 
torique,  suffirait  pour  proaver  la  T^rit6  concemant  ce  fait.'  (B.  Koehne's  '  Zeit- 
schrift  fur  Miinz-  Siegol-  and  Wappen-kunde,'  etc.,  Berlin,  1843,  p.  66). 

M.  BartholomaBi^  it  will  be  seen,  considers  this  medal  to 
have  been  struck  in  posthumous  honour  of  Diodotus  I.,  or  II., 
during  the  reign  of  Agathocles.  Professor  Lassen  prefers  to 
suppose  that  Agathocles  reigned  over  part  of  Eastern  Bactria 
or  in  Badakhsh&n,  at  first  in  subordination  to  Diodotus,  and 
subsequently  as  an  independent  prince;  and  that,  therefore, 
this  coin  must  be  looked  upon  as  having  been  struck  by 
Agathocles  while  Diodotus  was  still  king,  though,  possibly,  in 
mere  nominal  acknowledgment  of  the  supremacy  of  the  latter. 

Lassen,^  following  Droysen,  discovers  indication  of  a  lower 
stage  of  kingly  power  as  implied  in  the  use  of  the  term 
BASIAET0NT02,  when  contrasted  with  the  ordinary  title  of 
BA2IAEX13.  However,  M.  Bartholomaei  has  risen  up  in  his  own 
defence,  and  in  this  respect,  I  think,  triumphantly  demonstrated 
the  true  value  of  the  word  basiaetontos,  whatever  may  be 
said  about  the  inferences  he  draws  in  regard  to  the  relative 
positions  of  the  two  kings.  But  this  last  is  far  too  large  a 
subject  to  be  entered  upon  satisfactorily  in  these  hasty  notes, 
so  I  shall  content  myself  with  permitting  M.  Bartholomaei 
to  be  heard  in  his  own  cause,  though  not  to  the  extent  of  the 
thirty-two  pages  he  devotes  to  his  '  R^ponse  k  M.  Droysen.*  • 

*  This  coin  is  stated  to  hare  been  found  at  Bakh&r&  by  M.  de  Khanikoff. 

^  '  Indische  Alterthumskunde,'  1862. 

2  'Notice  snr  des  Medailles  de  la  Bactriane  ^R^ponse  k  M.  Droysen  sor  ses 
conjectures  concemant  les  premiers  rois  de  la  Bactnane).'  'Zcitschrift  fur  MiinE,' 
etc.,  1846,  p.  129. 
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'  II  nous  parait  tout-^-fait  impossible  d'admettre  qu'  Agatfaocl^  a;t  fait  frapper 
cctte  m^daille  du  Tirant  de  Diodote  et  sous  son  autorit^ ;  comment  dans  ce  cas 
anrait-il  pu  se  dispenser  de  donner  k  un  souverain  plus  puissant  que  lui,  et  vis-li-Tis 
daquel  il  se  serait  trouT^  dans  une  certaine  dependancc,  le  titre  de  roi  ?  ce  titre  que 
Diodote  pronait  sur  sa  propre  monnaie  ? '  ce  titre  qu'il  s'6tait  arrog6,  et  dont,  par  conse- 
quent, il  derait  §tre  encore  Men  plus  jaloux  que  les  rois  h^r^ditaires  ?  Aucun  des 
rois  de  oes  bautcs  r^^ons  de  I'Asie  n*a  manqu6  de  s'intituler  BA2IAET2  sur  sa  mon- 
naie. Us  y  ont  souvent  ajoute  d'autres  epitb^tes,  mais  aucun  n'a  remplac6  le 
BA2IAETS  de  rigueur.  Comment  ce  vassal  ou  satrape  de  Diodote  se  serait-il  permis 
de  le  primer  d*un  titre  qu'il  s'arrogcait  lui-mdmc  ?  car  le  BA2IAET0NT02  ne  denote 
aacune  d^pendance,  comme  semblc  le  supposer  M.  Droysen.  L'emploi  de  ce  par- 
ticipe  est  nn  exemple  presque  unique  dans  la  numismatique  grccque,^  mais  non  pas 
dans  les  inscriptions.  C'est  mdme  par  ce  mot  que  commence  celle  de  la  fameuse 
pierre  de  Rosette.*  p.  144.— £.  T.] 
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Figs.  3,  4,  5,  6. — These  silver  coins,  tetradrachms,  are  known  at 
once  to  be  of  Bactrian  origin^  from  the  sitting  figure  of  Hercules  hold- 
ing his  club,  on  the  reverse,  much  in  the  same  posture  as  that  of 
Jupiter  on  the  Syro-Macedonian  coins.  The  epigraphe  on  Fig.  3, — a 
Taluable  coin  and  in  fine  preservation — is  basiaehs  ETerAHM. .  *  of  King 
Euthydcmus/  the  third  king  of  Bactria.  The  only  coin  of  this  monarch 
hitherto  known  in  Europe  is  described  in  Mionnefs  '  Description  des 
M^dailles  Antiques.'  Pinkerton  says  it  is  a  gold  coin,  having  '  two 
horsemen  with  Bactrian  tiaras,  palms,  and  long  spears '  on  the  reverse ; 
it  is  therefore  quite  different  from  the  unique  specimen  before  us. 


'  It  is  a  question  bow  far  tbis  argument  is  good  and  valid.  If  the  term  SHTHP 
implied  so  much  as  our  author  has  previously  claimed  for  it  in  reference  to  this  very 
Diodotus,  the  absence  of  the  title  of  BASIAEXIS  need  not  create  any  difficult.  This, 
indeed,  is  the  view  most  in  accord  with  the  probabilities  of  the  case.  We  know 
that  Alexander's  generals  did  not  obviously  assume  the  title  of  King  till  about  306  b.c. 
Seleucus  Nicator's  coins  restrict  themselves  to  the  BA2IAEA2.  Antiochus  I. 
has  ordinarily  the  same  title  before  his  name ;  but  we  have  two  examples  of  his 
coinage  bearing  only  the  words  ANTIOXOT  2ATHP02.  (**  This  is  the  same  coin 
which  Frolich  thought  unique,  and  confirming  the  assumption  of  the  title  of  Soter 
to  Antiochus  I.  in  bis  seventh  year."  Gough,  PI.  II.,  Fig.  13.  See  also  PI.  III., 
Fig.  14,  Ibid,)  Ptolemy  I.  Soter,  after  adopting  the  title  of  King  in  306  B.C.,  is 
stated  to  have  had  divine  honours  paid  to  him,  as  the  '  saviour'  and  preserver  of  the 
Rbodians  in  304  b.c,  which  is  supposed  to  have  been  the  first  occasion  of  his  adop- 
tion of  the  SATHP.  This  term,  as  in  the  parallel  instance  of  Antiochus  the  First, 
we  find  in  independent  association  with  his  name,  though  never  in  conjunction  with 
BA2IAEX12,  which,  however,  equally  holds  its  place  on  other  mintages. 

^  Mr.  Burgon  has  pointed  out  to  me  a  medal  which  bears  materially  in  favour  of 
M.  Bartbolomeei's  view.  I  transcribe  Mionnet's  notice  of  it.  *  No.  668,  A.  K.  M.  AT. 
KO.  ANTANIN.  T^te  laur^e  et  barbue,  k  droite.  Bev.  KOMOAO. .  BACIAETONTOC 
O. .  TOCMOC  (sic)  ETTYXEI.  NIKAIEAN.  en  sept  lignes,  dans  une  couronne  de 
laurier.'     Supp.  V.  p.  106. 
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Fig.  4  has  the  features  of  a  different  prince ;  the  reverse  is,  how- 
ever, similar  to  the  last,  the  three  final  letters  of  BASiAEfiS  are  visible : 
as  are  .  .hm.  .  which  can  only  form  part,  either  of  ZvfMHMos,  or  of 
iUMnrputs  his  son. 

Fig.  5,  of  which  there  is  a  duplicate,  is  of  a  similar  nature ;  the 
features  corresponding  with  No.  3,  or  Euthydemus.  There  are  two 
others  of  still  ruder  febrication,  distinguished  by  a  more  projecting 
forehead  :  they  are  illegible  on  the  reverse. 

Fig.  6. — One  of  two  silver  tetradachms.  These  are  more  like  Arsa- 
cidan  coins,  the  stool  on  which  the  figure  on  the  reverse  sits  having 
the  form  of  those  depicted  in  Yaillant.  Although  the  connection  with 
the  foregoing  coins  is  very  strong,  the  head-dress  and  formal  curls 
appertain  to  the  Persian  monarch  s.  The  inscription  is  in  the  Pehlvf 
character :  some  of  the  letters  resemble  ill-executed  Greek. 

Those  coins  are  all  from  Khoja-o-ban,  the  ruins  of  an 
ancient  city  TS.W.  of  Bukhara,  whence  numerous  gems 
and  antiques  were  also  procured. 

[  Since  Frinsep  wrote  this  description  of  Fig.  6  a  question 
has  arisen  as  to  whether  these  decidedly  'barbarous  imitations' 
should  not  be  classed  under  Characene.*  There  is  much  to  be 
said  in  favour  of  such  an  assignment,  but  there  are  for  the 
present  many  valid  reasons  against  any  distinct  recognition  of 
this  derivation.  These  coins  have  hitherto,  almost  without 
exception,  been  found  in  sites  which  associate  them  with  the 
more  perfect  medals  of  Euthydemus,  or  in  localities  whither 

1  Professor  Wilson's  obserrations  on  the  attribution  of  these  coins,  written  in 
1840f  arc  to  the  following  eflfect  :  — 

*  Nos.  9,  10,  PL  I.  Tetradrachm.  Head  of  Icing  to  the  right,  wearing  a  sort  of 
eap  or  crown,  as  well  as  the  fillet.    Itev.  sitting  Hercales ;  barbaric  inscription. 

*  These  were  brought  from  Bakh6r&  by  Sir  A.  Bumes ;  and  several  otherspro- 
cnred  from  the  same  place,  as  well  as  from  other  places  north  of  the  HindCi  Eush, 
occur  in  his  supplemental  collection.  Thej  are  apparently  classed  by  M.  Raoul  Rochette 
with  the  preceoing  (J.  des  Sav.,  Sept.,  1835,  p.  615.)  xhey  are  allied  to  them  by  the 
rudeness  of  their  execution,  and  by  the  derice  of  the  reverse ;  but  the  costume  ot  the 
head  is  very  different  from  that  or  Euthydemus,  and  so  is  the  expression  of  the  face. 
It  is  also  worthy  of  remark,  that  they  bear  a  legend  which,  as  far  as  has  yet  been 
observed,  is  always  the  same.  It  is  so  in  the  two  specimens  of  the  Plate  \  and  in  one 
represented  in  Baron  Chandois'  Supplem«nt.  He  also  observes,  that  the  le^d  'est 
tonjours  flgur6e  avec  les  memes  caraict^res.'  The  inscription  may  possibl^r  be  intended 
for  ET8TAHMOT,  but,  if  so,  the  modification  of  the  Greek  letters  is  curious.  In  the 
rude  delineation  of  the  Hercules  they  resemble  the  coins  of  the  kings,  of  Charaoene/ 
'  Ariana  Antiqua,'  p.  225. 
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such  types  might  well  have  found  their  way.  They  are  dis* 
covered,  too,  in  company  not  only  with  the  better  Greek 
examples  of  Euthydemus'  mintage,  but  in  conjunction  with 
other  less  imperfect  derivations  from  the  normal  type,  which, 
in  their  progressive  degradation  and  loss  of  weight,  may  well 
have  prepared  the  way  for  the  appearance  of  the  more  debased 
specimens  !  The  device  for  the  original  Euthydemus  reverse 
die  seems  to  have  been  borrowed  from  the  coins  of  Antiochus 
II.  BEOS,  with  this  difference,  however,  that  while  the  Club 
of  Hercules  on  the  Western  money  is  exaggerated  in  size  and 
extends  to  the  ground  by  the  foot  of  the  figure,  the  Eastern 
coins  reduce  it  to  more  reasonable  proportions,  and  ordinarily 
make  it  rest  on  the  right  knee.  Unfortunately  for  any  com- 
parisons that  we  might  institute  in  reference  to  these  die 
details,  the  Characene  coins  equally  share  this  modification. 
The  style  of  the  hair  on  the  obverse  of  these  imitations  certainly 
seems  to  approximate  more  in  character  to  the  Mesopotamian 
type ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  bare  chin,  though  not  incom- 
patible with  a  derivation  from  the  latter,  is,  to  speak  generally, 
opposed  to  the  prevailing  portraiture. 

But  to  come  to  a  much  more  important  query — that  is,  in 
what  characters  are  the  legends  expressed  ?  Up  to  a  certain 
point  they  manifestly  continue  to  be  copies,  more  or  less  firag^ 
mentary,  from  the  original  Greek  BAjiAEna  ETerAHMor.  On 
one  coin,^  while  the  consecutive  Greek  letters  of  the  title 
are  still  fairly  distinguishable,  the  name  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  field  is  seen  to  be  either  much  further  degraded  or  else 
it  must  be  supposed  to  be  altered  altogether ;  for,  omitting 
the  opening  characters,  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  letters  read 
palpably . .  2a,  and  are  followed  by  an  e.  which,  however,  is 
deficient  in  its  lower  line  and  takes  the  form  of  a  modern  f. 
Next  in  order,  I  would  cite  one  of  Bumes*  coins*  which,  so  far. 


1  In  the  collection  of  Colonel  W.  Anderson,  C.B.,  late  of  the  Bengal  Artillery. 
'  Now  in  the  poesewion  of  Greneral  Fox. 
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retains  traces  of  the  title,  in  the  letters. .  A2iA...and  exhibits  the 
name,  after  the  strange  fashion  here  represented  [7i22iH-]J  This 
piece  would  almost  seem  to  exemplify  one  of  the  starting-points 
of  the  progressive  degradation  towards  the  fixed  '  barbarous  * 
legend^  indicated  in  the  Baron  Chaudois'  remark  as  ^  toujours 
figur^e  avec  les  m^mes  caract^res,'  which  is  only  found  in 
association  with  an  obverse  of  extensively  degraded  type, 
remarkable  for  the  spiked  and  bossed  helmet  with  protective 
cheek-plates — ^the  whole  of  which  may,  perchance,  be  only 
designed  to  represent  a  very  barbarous  rendering  of  an  ordi- 
nary head  of  hair !  In  examining  these  legends,  a  very  strik- 
ing coincidence  presents  itself,  which,  although  it  may  eventu- 
ally prove  to  be  purely  imaginary,  is  entitled  to  a  certain 
degree  of  notice  in  this  place.  A  comparison  of  this  writing 
with  the  legends  on  three  very  opposite  classes  of  coins,  displays 
an  identity  in  the  opening  word  in  each  that  may  well  excite 
surprise.     The  coins  referred  to  are — 

1st.  Those  classed  under  fig.  9,  pi.  II.  2nd.  Those 
figured  as  No.  10  in  Dr.  Scott's  paper  on  'Regal  Coins  of 
Mesopotamia.' '  Srd.  A  certain  class  of  Indo-Sassanian 
money.' 

Dr.  Scott  has  proposed  to  render  the  word  on  the  Meso- 
potamian  money  as  Hovtro,  Mosk&,  and  such  the  first  four  letters 
on  the  coins  under  review  will  fairly  answer  to,  if  tried  by 

*  The  first  of  these  characters,  it  will  be  observed,  is  an  Arian  7i ;  other  letters  of 
this  alphabet  find  their  way  into  the  mixed  legends,  but  not  so  frequently  amone 
those  that,  as  it  were,  lead  up  to  the  transition  point.  On  a  coin  of  Colonel 
Anderson's  this  ^  recurs  in  a  similar  position  in  the  general  legend,  while  the 
BASIAEfiS  line  ends  with  Hl^.  On  one  of  General  Fox's  coins  the  nominal  legend 
opens  (reading  Semitically)  with  a  figure  like  a  Parthian  n  A  .*  this  is  succeeded  by  a 
facsimile  of  the  third  letter  of  the  fixed  debased  legend  (*Ariana  Antiqua,'  1. 9) ;  next 
follow  the  well-formed  Arian  characters  hi;  after  these  come  two  semicircular 
strokes  that  indicate  an  Jd,  in  Sassanian :  and  the  whole  concludes  with  an  Arian 
^  P,  which  may  equally  stand,  in  the  interchange  of  alphabets,  for  a  Parthian  h  T. 

The  heads  on  the  obycrse  of  both  these  coins  continue  to  display  fair  artistic 
execution,  and  are  but  little  removed  from  the  Greek  model. 

2  Numismatic  Chronicle,  XYIII.,  p.  34. 

3  Unpublished :  East  India  House  Collection. 
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Aramaean  testa.*  In  like  manner  the  opening  letters  of  the 
Fhcenician-looking  money,  in  a  specimen  quoted  below  (p.  84), 
may  be  accepted  for  the  moment,  as  representing  similar 
sounds.  The  Sassanian  mintages,  while  reproducing  the  same 
initial  character,  merge  the  Aramaean  w,  or  d,  into  the  simili- 
tude of  an  early  Fehlvi  ^  8.  The  third  letter  is  also  more 
Sassanian  than  the  Semitic  ^  k  of  the  other  series,  though, 
strange  to  say,  the  fourth  character,  if  it  be  read  as  an  m  a  at 
all,  must  needs  be  referred  back  to  the  Aramaean  category. 
The  most  obyious  and  satisfactory  way  of  disposing  of  the 
difficulty  would  be  to  propose  to  consider  the  four  letters  as 
representing  the  word  Mho  nmlkd,  only  that  there  is  scarcely 
authority  for  the  liberty  that  would  thus  have  to  be  taken  with 
the  Mesopotamian  w,  eyen  if  the  Sassanian  legend,  supposing 
it  to  be  analogous,  did  not  leave  the  balance  of  evidence  against 
such  an  alteration. 

The  identities  cease  with  these  letters,  and  it  would  be 
hazardous  to  suggest  any  reasonable  reading  for  the  con- 
cluding portion  of  the  legend  gn  the  debased  coins  unless, 
indeed,  it  is  permissible  to  conjecture  ^^  Esak,  or  Asak, 
for  Arsaees,  in  which  case  it  will  be  necessary,  for  con- 
sistency's sake,  to  revert  to  the  reading  of  malkd  for  the 
initial  title;  otherwise  it  will  be  difficult  to  reconcile  the 
use  of  two  differently  shaped,  and  conflictingly  derived  ^'s 
on  one  and  the  same  coin. — E.T.] 

Fig.  8  was  obtained  from  the  same  place.  A  gold  coin  of  one  of 
the  Sassanian  kings  of  Persia,  supposed  to  be  Sapor  (Shapur).  The 
name  and  titles  are  very  distinct  in  the  Fehlvf  character.  It  is  re- 
markable that  the  usual  supporters  of  the  fire-altar^  two  priests  or 
kings,  are  omitted ;  unless  indeed  the  rude  ornaments  on  each  side  are 
intended  to  represent  human  figures  holding  swords.  A  silver  Sassa- 
nian coin  delineated   in  Hyde's   *Religio  Veterum   Persarum '   has 

*  [  It  will  be  neccBsary  to  accept  the  earlier  Phmnician  forms  of  o,  rather  than 
the  more  positiye  ArarasBan  type  of  this  letter,  in  justification  of  the  proposed  reading. 
The  3  18  also  somewhat  arbitrarily  assigned ;  and  the  final  O  Aramaean  s=  k  has 
more  the  similitude  of  a  Bactrian  |^  p,  or  Parthian  n  /,  than  a  true  Syriac  m.] 
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similar  supporters.  Lieut.  Bumes  has  also  a  silver  Sassanian  coin ;  it 
is  curious,  from  the  contour  of  the  fire- altar  heing  fashioned  into  a 
human  profile ;  it  was  found  at  Khiva.     I  have  not  room  to  insert  it. 

[  The  obverse  may  be  supposed  to  bear  the  usual  legend 
of  Sapor  (see  p.  14,  ante)  more  or  less  defectively  expressed. 
The  writing  on  the  reverse  is  difficult  to  read  from  the  engrav- 
ing, but  it  will  be  sufficient  to  indicate  that  the  usual  legend  is 

?  Niiwdzi  >  Shahpuhari 

I  originally  suggested  the  identity  of  the  latter  word  with 
ij*»j^  (Arab.  ^J*»jy^)  '  a  fire  temple."  Dr.Mordtmann,  in  a 
later  publication  on  Sassanian  coins,'  while  concurring  in  the 
decipherment,  derives  the  word  from  ^^^jZ^^l^  *  ^^'y^  'to 
praise.'  In  the  later  specimens  of  this  reverse  type  4$^))) 
{^'X^^  is  occasionally  replaced  by  either  ^^\f6M^    lS ^^\y^^ 

Fio.  9. — One  of  twenty  small  Sassanian  copper  coins,  which  are 
very  abundant  in  the  same  neighbourhood.  They  have  a  good  head 
on  the  obverse,  and  a  very  rudely  executed  fire-altar  on  the  reverse. 

[  I  am  fortunate  in  being  able  to  quote,  in  illustration  of  this 
class  of  copper  money,'  an  unique  silver  coin  of  analogous 
type,  lately  brought  from  India  by  Major  Cunningham,  and 
now  in  the  British  Museum. 

The  reverse  legend  of  this  piece  is  reproduced  in  the  ac- 
companying woodcut,  "^^g^  ^%^j/^  ^  *^  y  which,  in  con- 
nexion with  my  remarks  on  the  'barbarous  imitations'  of  the 
Euthydemus  type,  I  would  venture,  with  due  reserve,  to  tran- 

1  [  *  Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,'  xili.  886  (1862).] 
»  [  *Zeit8chrift  der  Deutschen  morgenlandiflchen  Gesellschaft,'  1864,  p.  32.] 
*  [  These  copper  coins  are  not  'uncommon  in  Northern  India,  but  as  far  as  my 
own  experience  extends,  they  are  usually  met  with  as  isolated  specimens,  as  if 
their  point  of  issue  had  been  elsewhere ;  on  the  other  hand,  to  judge  of  the  localities 
whence  the  other  specimens  of  the  class  have  been  obtained,  there  is  no  reason  to 
refer  their  origin  to  any  Mesopotamian  site.] 
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scribe  into  modern  characters^  as  b3»o  fcoljo  malkd  mikal.  On 
the  copper  coins  the  legends  are  less  definite^  and  seem  to  vary 
extensively  in  the  expression  of  the  several  letters.  On  a  speci- 
men in  our  National  collection,  I  observe  that  the  second  letter 
is  fashioned  -exactly  after  the  manner  of  a  Palmyrene  «» }  The 
fourth  character  of  the  silver  coin  again  is  often  merged,  on  the 
copper  specimens,  into  an  apparent  pedestal  for  the  fire-altar, 
though  at  times  it  takes  the  shape  of  a  more  modern  Aramaean 
o ,  the  acceptance  of  which,  however,  as  such,  would  necessitate 
a  modification  of  the  value  already  assigned  to  the  older  form 
of  that  character.  To  continue  these  comparisons,  I  find  many 
of  the  copper  pieces  replacing  the  second  d  of  the  silver  ex- 
emplar by  a  character  identical,  in  their  several  independent 
series,  with  the  outline  given  to  the  second  and  likewise  to  the 
eighth  or  Jinal  consonant.  In  some  cases  the  three  letters 
follow  imiformly  the  design  of  the  concluding  figure  above 
delineated ;  and  again — ^in  the  specimen  from  which  I  cite  the 
Palmyrene  h  — there  is  an  equal  consistency  of  form  pervading 
the  three  characters,  though,  as  has  been  remarked,  the  type  of 
that  character  diflFers  materially  from  the  more  common  design. 
Further,  it  is  to  be  noted,  that  the  copper  coins  usually 
render  the  second  3  in  complete  identity  with  the  first  letter  of 
that  value,  omitting  altogether  the  conjoined  letter  I  have 
transcribed  as  •  t ;  though  leaving  traces  of  an  initial  mark, 
such  as  occurs  on  the  first  3  in  the  facsimile  inserted  above.' 
In  these  cases,  therefore,  the  preferable  reading  would  be 
lob  3*«,  mcdak  lakcd ;  whether  these  words  hyia  and  b':h  are  de- 
signed to  represent  names  it  is  difi&cult  to  say ;  but  supposing 
them  by  any  hazard  to  constitute  a  portion  of  a  mere  titular 
legend,  it  is  singular  to  note  how  near  the  bans  approaches  to 
the  Greek  MErAAor.— E.T.] 

1  [  Geseniiu,  pi.  y.    Slaproth :  *  Aper^u/  pi.  xi] 

'  [  Klaproth  g:iTe8  a  character  yery  similar  to  this  under  his  Bahvlonian  hcfiding, 
fo  irhich  lie  assies  a  value  of  n  A.  'Apcr^u/  pi.  xi.  I  prefer  tue  3.  See  Lr. 
Scott's  coin  of  Ibilna.] 
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Fig.  7. — ^A  squiire  copper  coin  from  Shoiko^  a  fortrcBB  twenty 
miles  from  the  junction  of  the  Jelum  and  the  Chun&b  (the  Hydaspes 
and  Acesines),  where  Alexander  lost  his  fleet  in  a  storm.  It  is  by 
some  thought  to  be  the  fortress  of  the  Malli,  in  the  assault  of  which  he 
was  wounded.  All  that  can  be  read  of  the  inscription  is  baihaeos.  . . . 
On  the  other  side  the  inscription  is  in  Pehlvf.  This  coin  may  be 
ascribed  with  tolerable  certainty  to  Menander,  both  because  it  resem- 
bles in  shape  the  coin  of  that  prince  in  Colonel  Tod's  plate,  and  because 
the  three  first  letters  of  the  word  which  follows  baihaeos  have  much 
the  appearance  of  nik,  or  nikatopos,  the  epithet  applied  to  Menander, 
according  to  Schlegely  'Journal  Asiatique,'  Nov.  1828.  The  stand- 
ing figure,  however,  on  the  obverse,  and  the  curious  emblem  on  the 
reverse,  supposed  by  Colonel  Tod  to  be  a  portable  altar,  agree  rather 
with  his  coin  of  Apollodotus. 

[  This  is  a  common  type  of  a  coin  of  Apollodotus ;  the 
name  is  legible  in  the  Arian  character  on  the  reverse.] 

Plate  III.  Fio.  2. — I  must  here  introduce  a  coin  procured  from 
the  same  place  by  General  Ventura,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to 
Captain  Wade ;  it  is  a  copper  or  brass  coin  of  Antiochus,  '  basiaexis 
ANTIOXOT,'  with  a  Grecian  head  on  the  obverse,  and  the  perspective 
view  of  the  after-part  of  a  boat  on  the  reverse :  the  tiller  of  the  rudder 
is  worked  £rom  behind,  as  is  even  now  the  case  in  the  river  craft  of 
the  Indus.  (A  coin  of  Antiochus  III.  Magnus,  dated  Piz  i»  117  » 
B.o.  196.) 

A  ruby  seal  antique  [pL  iii.,  3],  with  a  well-executed 
head  of  a  Orecian  female,  was  found  at  the  same  place. 

Fios.  11,  12,  13,  15. — ^The  series  of  small  copper  coins  found  near 
Manikydla,  and  generally  throughout  Upper  India,  which  have  a  head 
on  the  obverse  and  a  Bactrian  horseman  on  the  reverse,  may  be  referred 
to  the  reign  of  Eucratides  I.,  since  the  gold  coin  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Caspian  Sea,  described  by  Bayer,  as  having  the  same 
device  on  the  reverse,  bears  in  legible  characters  the  epigraphe,  '  of  the 
great  Sing  Eucratides.'  Our  coins  of  this  type  have  never  eihewn  us 
more  than  the  words  '  King  of  kings/  and  in  most  of  them  (as  fig.  13, 
BACIAET  baciaet)  the  Greek  is  so  corrupted  as  to  give  the  idea  of  a 
later  epoch. 

[  Figs.  11  and  12  will  be  seen  to  bear  the  name  of  Ayasa 
or  Azes  on  the  reverse.  On  fig.  15  the  designation  is  less 
distinct.  Fig.  13  is  a  coin  of  the  'nameless  king/  fig.  ZO, 
page  17.] 
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The  type  of  the  horse  seems  to  have  preyailed  long 
afterwards  in  that  part  of  the  world,  as  fig.  14  ennces : 
it  is  a  Hindu  coin  of  much  later,  though  of  unknown, 
date.  The  Nagari  letters  appear  to  be  part  of  a  la^^er 
inscription :  their  purport  is  therefore  uncertain. 

[Professor  Wilson  ('Ariana  Antiqua,'  p.  432)  reads  the 
Persian  legend  on  the  obverse  of  this  coin  as  ^^oi'  j  LjjJ\ -pU 
Ndsir  ud-dunid  toa  ud-din.  And  Major  Cunningham  has 
independently  deciphered*  the  Panjabi  impression  on  the 
reverse,  which  he  describes  as  '  Ndgari  legend  in  characters 
of  middle  age,  approaching  Bengdli  in  form.'  ^  n\n^  4^V4> 
Sri  Mahamad  Katalak.  He  assigns  the  entire  class  of  these 
not  imcommon  coins  to  Saif-ud*dm-Mohammed  Kuttugh  Kh&n, 
who  revolted  in  the  year  a.d.  1255  against  the  government 
of  N&ir-ud-din  Mahmud,  the  Pathfin  Sult&i  of  Dihll.— E.T.] 

Fig.  10. — ^A  copper  coin  procured  by  Lieut.  Bumes  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Manik]^. 

Obyebse. — ^A  king  or  warrior  holding  a  spear  in  the  left  hand ;  and 
with  the  right  sacrificing  on  a  small  altar  (?).     Epigraphe,  baciaetc 

BAG KANHPKOT. 

Reyebse. — ^A  priest  or  sage  standing,  and  holding  a  flower  in  his 
right  hand ;  a  glory  encircles  his  head ;  on  the  left,  the  letters  nanaia 
—on  the  right,  the  usual  Bactrian  monogram  with  four  prongs. 

This  coin  is  of  very  great  value,  from  the  oircnm- 
stance  of  its  being  the  only  one,  out  of  many  discovered 
in  the  same  neighbourhood,  upon  which  the  characters 
are  sufficiently  legible  to  afford  a  clue  to  the  prince's 
name.  In  the  onset,  however,  we  are  disappointed  to 
find  that  none  of  the  recorded  names  of  the  Bactrian 
kings  at  all  resemble  that  before  us ;  yet  there  can  be 
no  doubt  about  any  letter  but  that  preceding  kot,  which 


1  [<  Jonrnal  of  the  ArchflBoIogical  Society  of  Dihli,'  September,  1849,  p.  38. 
This  Society  has  as  yet  only  put  forth  two  nmnbers  of  its  <  Journal.'] 
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may  be  either  e,  p,  or  c*  By  assuming  this  latitude  in 
the  reading,  I  discovered  a  name  which  would  agree,  as 
nearly  as  it  could  be  expressed  in  Greek,  with  kanhokot 
or  kanhckot;  and  should  my  conjecture  prove  correct, 
the  discovery  of  this  coin  will  be  hailed  as  of  the  greatest 
value  by  all  who  are  engaged  in  the  newly-developed 
study  of  Bactrian  antiquity.  The  coin  was  first  placed 
with  the  Society  by  Lieutenaut  Bumes,  but,  seeing  its 
value,  I  thought  it  but  just,  after  taking  iippressions  and 
drawings  of  it,  to  place  it  in  the  discoverer's  hands,  for 
the  personal  satisfaction  of  numismatologists  in  Europe. 
I  suppose  it  to  be  a  coin  of  Kanishka,  a  Tartar  or  Scythic 
conqueror  of  Bactria. 

According  to  Mr.  Csoma  de  Koros,  the  name  of 
Eanishka  occurs  in  the  Tibetan  works  as  a  celebrated 
king  in  the  north  of  India,  who  reigned  at  Kapila,  which 
is  supposed  to  be  in  Rohilkhand,  or  near  Hardwar.  His 
reign  dates  about  400  years  after  Sakya,  when  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  Buddha  religion  had  become  divided  into 
eighteen  sects  (the  Sakya  tribes,  or  Sacse)  under  four 


*  By  way  of  conyenience  to  those  who  hare  not  the  power  of  reference  respecting 
the  history  of  Bactria,  to  which  I  may  often  have  to  allnde  in  the  discussion  of 
these  coins,  I  suhjoin  a  catalogue  of  its  kings,  according  to  the  authority  of  Schlegel : 
'Journal  Asiatique,'  1828,  p.  326* 

B.  C.  256.  Theodotus  I.  ) 

243.  Theodotus  II.  >       Fixed  historically  hy  Strabo,  etc. 

220.  EuthydcmuB  of  Magnesia. ; 

Demetriiw  i      ^^^    ^^    Euthydemus,    doubtful    if  he 

\  reigned  in  Bactria 
181.  Eucratides  I.  Artemidorus  calls  him  the  '  Great  King.' 

146.  Eucratides  II.  {  sla^'^'^''''^  ^"  ^^^""^   "^^  ^'^  ^"°*^^ 

126.  Destruction  of  the  empire  by  the  Tatars  and  the  Scythians  or  Saca;. 
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principal  divisions,  of  which  the  names,  both  Sanskrit 
and  Tibetan,  are  on  record/ 

In  Mr.  Wilson's  Chronological  Table  of  the  History 
of  Kashmir  (^Asiatic  Eesearches,'  xv.,  p.  81)  we  find 
^Hushca,  Jushca,  and  Canishca,'  three  Tatar  princes, 
who  succeeded  Domodara,  in  the  kingdom  of  Kashmir, 
either  reigning  successively  or  synchronously.  They 
introduced  the  Buddha  religion  under  a  hierarch  named 
Nagarjuna,  and  were,  according  to  the  ^  Eaja  Tarangini,' 
of  Turushca  or  Tatar  origin.  The  Sanskrit  MS,  places 
their  reign  150  years  before  Sacaysinha  (or  Sakya  Singh), 
but  the  learned  translator  in  a  note  proves  that  the  text 
was  at  first  mistmderstood,  and  that  the  passage  intended 
to  express  ^  150  years  after  the  emancipation  of  the  lord, 
Sakya  Sinha.' 

The  epoch  of  Sakya  (the  fifth  Buddha,  or  Gautama) 
is  determined  by  concurrent  testimony  of  the  Ceylonese, 
Siamese,  Pegu,  Birmese,  and  Chinese  eras,  which  are  all 
founded  on  the  birth  or  death  of  the  Buddha  legislator, 
and,  though  all  differing  more  or  less,  concur  in  placing 
him  between  the  limits  of  544  and  638  years  B.C. :  the 
Eaj  Guru  of  Asam,  a  pandit  well  versed  in  Buddha 
literature,  fixes  the  Nirwan  or  emancipation  of  Sakya- 
Muni  in  620  b.c'  Taking,  then,  from  this  epoch  an 
interval  of  four  htmdred  years  to  the  reign  of  Kanishka, 
the  latter  would  fall  near  the  end  of  the  second  century 
B.O.  We  know  from  other  sources,  that  the  overthrow 
of  the  Bactrian  dynasty  by  the  Scythian  or  Sakyan 
tribes  happened  in  134  b.c.  (125  by  Schlegel.)    The  pre- 

1  Csoma's  <  Life  of  Sakya,'  MS.  >  <  Oriental  Magazine/  iy.  108. 
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sent  coin,  therefore,  confirms  the  fidelity  of  the  *  Eaja 
Taranginf  as  a  historical  work,  and  leaves  no  doubt  of 
the  epoch  of  Sakya. 

Mr.  Wilson  finds  grounds  for  throwing  back  the  ter- 
mination of  the  reign  of  Abhimanya,  Canishca's  successor, 
from  B.C.  118,  as  given  in  the  ^Bajd  Taranginf,'  to  b.c. 
388,  because  ^  Kashmir  became  a  Buddha  country  under 
Tatar  princes  shortly  after  the  death  of  Sakya;'  but 
from  Mr.  Csoma's  subsequent  examination  of  the  Tibetan 
sacred  books,  in  which  the  three  periods  of  their  compi- 
lation are  expressly  stated — *  first,  under  Sakya  himself 
(520 — 638  B.C.),  then  under  Asoka,  king  of  PataUputra, 
110  years  after  the  decease  of  Sakya;  and,  lastly,  by 
Kanishka,  upwards  of  400  years  after  Sakya' — little 
doubt  can  remain  that  the  epoch  as  it  stands  in  the 
*Eajd  Taranginf  is  correct. 

There  are  other  circumstances  connected  with  the 
Bactrian  coins,  which  tend  to  confirm  the  supposition  of 
a  Buddhist  succession  to  the  Greek  princes.  In  the  first 
place,  the  reverse  ceases  to  bear  the  formerly  national  em- 
blem, the  Bactrian  horseman  with  the  Macedonian  spear, 
and  in  its  place  a  sage  appears  holding  a  flower,  and 
invariably  having  a  glory  round  his  head,  proving  him 
to  be  a  sacred  personage  ^;  secondly,  although  upon  the 
first  coins  of  the  dynasty  we  find  the  inscription  in 
Greek  characters  (a  custom  which  prevailed  under  the 
Arsacidee  also,  and  continued  under  the  first  Sassanian 
princes) ;  still  upon  coins  of  the  same  device,  but 
probably  of    later  fabric,   we  find   the  same  kind  of 

1  See  Colonel  Tod's  coiiu  11,  14;   Mr.  Wilaon*8  plates,  iSgs.  1,  2,  6,  7;  and 
<  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  yoI.  ii.,  plate  ii.  figs.  17, 18. 
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character  which  appears  upon  the  Dihli  and  Allahabad 
pillars: — ^the  same  which  is  found  at  Ellora  and  in 
many  ancient  caves  and  temples  of  Central  India,  and 
is  held  in  abhorrence  by  the  Brahmans,  as  belonging 
to  the  Buddhist  religion.^ 

I  need  not  repeat  Mr.  Wilson's  opinion,  drawn  fix)m 
other  grounds,  that  the  tope  of  Manikyala,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  which  these  coins  are  found,  is  a  Buddhist 
monument,  but  it  receives  much  confirmation  from  the 
discovery  of  this  coin  of  the  Sakyan  hero,  Eanishka. 

Having  thus  far  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  coin 
before  us,  and  others  of  the  same  class,  to  the  Sakyan 
dynasty,  to  which  the  term  Indo-Scythic  very  aptly 
applies ;  we  may  reasonably  follow  up  the  same  train  by 
ascribing  the  next  series,  which  exhibit,  on  the  reverse, 
a  Brahmani  bull,  accompanied  by  a  priest  in  the  common 
Indian  dhoti,  as  the  coins  of  the  Brahmanical  dynasty, 
which  in  its  turn  overcame  the  Buddhist  line.  Colonel 
Tod  includes  these  coins  in  the  same  class  as  the  last, 
and  adduces  his  reasons  for  referring  them  to  Mithridates, 
or  his  successors  of  the  Arsacidan  dynasty,  whose  do- 
minions extended  from  the  Indus  to  the  Ganges,  and  to 
whom  Bactria  was  latterly  tributary.  Greek  legends  of 
the  ^  King  of  kings,'  etc.,  are  visible  on  some,  and  what 
he  supposes  to  be  the  Pehlvi  characters  on  the  reverse : 

1  See  tnuulatioii  of  portions  of  the  Salaette  and  Ellora  inacriptions  by  Ifajor 
Wilford,  *  Afliatic  Beeearches,'  y.  140,  which  shews  them  all  to  refer  by  name  to 
Sakya.  Mr.  A.  Sterling,  *  Asiatic  Researches,*  xy.  314.  says  of  some  similar  in- 
scriptions on  the  Udaya  Giri  Hill  in  Orissa : — *  The  Brahmans  refer  the  inscription 
with  horror  and  disgust  to  the  time  when  the  Buddhist  doctrines  preyailed.  1  can- 
not, howeyer.  diyest  myself  of  the  notion  that  the  character  has  some  connection 
with  the  ancient  Pr&knt,  and  I  think  an  exphmation  is  to  be  looked  for  only  from 
some  of  the  learned  of  the  Jain  sect'  What  has  become  of  the  key  to  this  and 
other  ancient  Sanskrit  alphabets,  which  Wilford  says  he  fortunately  discoyered  in 
the  possession  of  an  ancient  sage  at  Bcniires  ? 
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but  I  incline  to  think  these  characters  of  the  Dihli  type, 
and  the  Bactrian  monogram  should  decide  their  locality. 
Mr.  Wilson  and  Schlegel  both  call  them  Indo-Scythic, 
and  the  latter,  with  Colonel  Tod,  names  the  figure 
^  Siva  mth  his  bull  Nandi.'  *  Schlegel  thinks  it  curious 
that  such  marks  of  the  Hindu  faith  should  appear  on 
these  Tatar  coins,  but,  considering  the  Indian  origin  of 
the  Sac®,  does  not  this  rather  prove  the  same  of  their 
successors,  instead  of  their  Tatar  descent  ?  It  is  more 
curious  that  the  fire-altar  should  continue  on  all  of  the 
series,  but  the  fact  of  its  being  a  fire-altar  at  all  is  still 
matter  of  great  uncertainty. 

Fig.  16. — Copper  coins  of  this  device  are  met  with  throughout 
Upper  Hindustdn : — they  constitute  the  third  series  of  Colonel  Tod's 
plate,  and  some  in  his  possession  have  decided  Greek  characters  upon 
them.  On  the  obverse  is  the  same  warrior  with  spear  and  altar.  On 
the  reverse  is  what  he  supposes  to  be  a  priest  about  to  sacrifice  the 
bull ;  but  in  the  coin  before  us  the  dhoti  is  so  precisely  the  costume  of 
the  Brdhmans,  that  he  inclines  rather  to  look  upon  the  animal  (especially 
as  he  has  the  hump)  as  the  sacred  buU  of  this  country ;  denoting  the 
prevalence  or  predominance  of  the  Brdhmanical  fEuth  in  the  Indian 
dependencies  of  Menander  or  Eucratides'  dominion. 

Fig.  18. — This  type  of  coin  is,  if  anything,  more  common  than  the 
last :  and  the  inscriptions  are  no  longer  Greek ;  but  either  of  the  un- 
known character  of  the  Dihli  column,  or  genuine  Hindi.  The  figure 
astride  upon  the  elephant  is  always  much  out  of  proportion,  and  the 
Edj&  with  the  altar  more  rudely  executed.  The  elephant  is,  like  the 
horse,  preserved  in  subsequent  coins  of  the  Hindus ;  thus 

Fig.  17  represents  one  of  these  procured  by  Lieutenant  Bumes  in 
his  tour.  The  same  device  is  still  common  in  Southern  India.  The 
form  of  the  I^agari  characters  on  this  and  Fig.  14  agrees  with  those  on 
copper  grants  of  land  700  or  800  years  old. 

[  Professor  Wilson  discovers  the  name  of  Sri  Vanka-deva 


1  <  Ce  qui  me  parait  la  circonstanoe  la  plus  remarqoable  dans  ces  m^daiUes,  ce 
sont  ces  preuyeB  du  culte  brahmanique  adopt6  par  les  rois  Tartarea.  ILs  regnaient 
done  certainement  sur  dee  proTinces  oti  ce  culte  6tait  etabU.' — *  Journal  Asiatiqne,' 
Nov.  1828. 
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on  these  coins  (*  Ariana  Antiqua,'  p.  430).  I  myself  formerly 
accepted  this  reading,  *  and  was  inclined  to  identify  the 
monarch  so  designated  with  the  last  of  Albirunis  Kutur 
kings^  whose  name  is  given  in  the  Arabic  texts  as  uX^ 
Kanak*  or  Gang  (the  'Kank'  of  M.  Reinaud's  French  trans- 
lation),' but  I  confess  that  there  are  difficulties  in  the  way 
of  the  association ;  and,  moreover,  the  name,  in  its  Sanskrit 
form,  is  by  no  means  assured,  as  it  may  be  interpreted  in 
various  ways,  but  preferably,  I  think,  ^^  varka.  It  has  been 
proposed  to  render  the  name  as  inW  pdkka,  but  to  this  tran- 
scription there  are  manifest  objections,  as  it  is  usual  to  duplicate 
the  ^  by  a  second  character  similar  to  the  leading  form  of  that 
letter.  This  practice,  at  all  events,  will  be  seen  to  have  been 
followed  in  the  majority  of  Indian  inscriptions.  (See  Gupta  coins, 
'Ariana  Antiqua,'  plate  xviii.,  fig.  4;  also  Allahab&d  Inscrip- 
tion, plate  Iv.,  vol.  vi., '  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal ;' 
Gaya  Inscriptions,  ibid,  plate  xxxiv.,  etc.)  Again,  in  regard  to 
the  initial  ^  /?,  whatever  may  be  the  authoritative  form  of  that 
letter,  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  in  justification  of  my  reading,  that 
the  outline  of  the  character  on  the  several  coins  almost  uniformly 
agrees  with  that  of  the  final  ^  t?  in  ^  deva.  But  as  I  shall  have 
to  revert  to  this  description  of  coins  under  Article  XI.,  I  defer 
any  further  remarks  to  the  more  appropriate  occasion. — E.T.] 

I  do  not  mention  Lieutenant  Bumes'  Muhammadan 
coins,  as  it  is  better  to  keep  them  distinct  from  the  pre- 
sent engraved  series,  to  which  I  may  have  soon  to  add 
a  valuable  supplement,  containing  a  selection  from  Dr. 
Swiney's  and  General  Ventura's  discoveries.  My  task 
increases  upon  me  daily,  but  I  shall  be  amply  rewarded 


1  [  *  Journal  of  tho  Royal  Aaiatic  Society,'  ix,,  179.] 

3  [*  J&mi'-ul-taw&rikh/  etc.,  quoted  in  the  '  Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society/ 
ix.,  194.] 

3  ['  Fragmens  Arahes  ct  Persans  relatifs  k  I'lnde/  *  Journal  Asiatiqne/  4th  series, 
vol.  iv.,  1844.] 
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if  my  humble  notice  of  the  discoveries  of  others  shall, 
by  oomiectiiig  them  with  ancient  history,  eventually  turn 
these  most  interesting  reliques  to  the  true  end  of  numis- 
matic study. 
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IV.— BACTRIAN  AND  INDO-SCTTHIC  COINS— 

continued. 

[AUGUST,  1833.] 

The  present  plate  introduces  us  to  some  of  the  coins 
of  Dr.  Swiney's  collection,  alluded  to  in  my  last  article. 
It  is  as  well  to  premise  that  all  order  of  arrangement  is 
out  of  the  question  where  new  objects  are  every  day 
dropping  in,  and  where  the  epoch  of  so  many  of  our 
coins  is  not  yet  satis&ctorily  ascertained.  Thus  it 
happens  that  although  headed  ^  Bactrian/  the  last  plate, 
as  well  as  the  present,  contains  coins  of  other  dynasties. 

Dr.  Swiney  pursued  a  course  very  similar  to  that 
of  Colonel  Tod  in  forming  his  collection: — *The  plan 
I  have  found  most  successful  under  favourable  circum- 
stances of  locality,  or  where  no  one  has  already  explored 
the  same  ground,  (and  I  have  followed  it  many  years 
before  I  heard  of  Colonel  Tod's  eminent  success  in  the 
same  pursuit,)  is  this :  upon  the  line  of  march  I  employ 
an  intelligent  servant,  generally  a  Musahnan  tailor,  to 
buy  up  old  paisa,  which  the  baniyas  in  some  towns  are 
in  the  habit  of  putting  aside  as  useless,  perhaps  from 
father  to  son,  and  which  rarely  see  the  light  except  on 
occasions  of  this  sort.  Out  of  some  dozens  procured  in 
this  manner  for  as  many  current  paisa,  a  few  may  be 
suflBciently  curious  to  reward  the  trouble  of  search. 
Such  beautiful  coins  as  Lieut.  Bumes  brought  back  with 
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him  from  the  Panjab  and  Oxus  are  no  longer  to  be  pro- 
cured in  India ;  indeed  ancient  silver  coins  are  of  very 
great  rarity  compared  either  with  those  of  gold  or  copper, 
and  the  only  two  Bactrian  coins  I  have  been  so  fortunate 
as  to  discover,  were  obtained  out  of  the  limits  of  our 
provinces.' 

I  have  not  attempted  to  engrave  any  of  the  numerous 
sketches  of  his  antiques  which  Dr.  Swiney  has  been  so 
obliging  as  to  forward,  but  have  confined  myself  to  those 
of  which  he  has  sent  sealing-wax  impressions,  or  paper 
casts  made  in  the  school-boy  fashion  (but  not  to  be 
despised  on  that  account),  by  wrapping  the  coin  in 
several  folds  of  paper,  and  rubbing  the  exterior  with  a 
key  or  hard  blunt  point. 

BACTRIAN  COINS,  PLATE  III. 

Figs.  1,  2,  and  3  are  described  at  pages  25  and  35. 

Fig.  4. — A  small  silver  coin  of  ApoUodotus,  weighing  36  grs. 

Obtesse. — Head  with  diadem  and  fillets,  and  a  neckcloth,  inscription 
circular,  close  but  quite  distinct;  AnoAAOAOTOT  bajiaexis  shthpos 
KAi  «iAonATOP02.  The  introduction  of  the  conjunction  kai  I  do  not 
remember  to  have  seen  on  any  other  Greek  coin. 

Eeyebse. — Minerva  Promachos.  On  the  right  is  a  singular  mono- 
gram (No.  4  of  the  series  at  the  foot  of  the  plate),  differing  widely  from 
that  of  Colonel  Tod's  coin  of  the  same  king  (No.  6  of  the  same  series). 
The  legend  is  distinct  but  illegible,  and  agrees  in  character  with  that 
upon  many  of  the  bull  and  elephant  coins.  (See  Wilson's  plates,  figs. 
3,  4,  31 ;  Tod,  figs.  11,  12,  etc.) 

The  native  who  brought  this  coin  to  Dr.  Swiney 

stated  that  it  was  procured  by  him  at  a  town  called 

Kaital,  in  the  Sikh  territory,  not  far  from  Kamal. 

Fig.  5.  -A  coin  of  Menander,  agreeing  in  its  general  features  with 
the  last;  weight,  34  grains. 

OfiYEBSE. — A  well-executed  and  intelligent  face,  with  the  diadem ; 
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latter  part  of  the  inscription  not  very  distinct,  menanapot  basiaehs 

2nTH(P02?) 

Eeyebse. — Minerva  wielding  the  bolts  of  Jove.  The  monogram 
(No.  6)  resembles  the  last,  without  the  hook  (unless  the  hook  below, 
as  I  at  first  supposed,  forms  a  part  of  it) ;  one  half  of  the  inscription 
consists  of  the  same  letters  as  appear  on  the  coin  of  Apollodotus:  it 
must,  therefore,  be  the  native  title  equivalent  to  fi«un\tws  a«mipos. 

This  coin  was  purchased  of  a  sarraf  in  the  bazar  at 
Subathu. 

In  feyoiir  of  these  two  coins  I  may  yenture  to  repeat 
the  remarks  of  Professor  Schlegel,  on  the  equally  valu- 
able pair  discovered  by  Colonel  Tod : — *  These  two 
medals  are  beyond  all  price,  as  much  for  their  admirable 
preservation  as  for  their  extreme  rarity  and  their  import- 
ance to  history.'  And  I  shall  make  no  apology  for  also 
translating  the  Professor's  learned  commentary  on  that 
part  of  the  Bactrian  history  connected  with  them,  at 
length,  as  much  more  satisfactory  than  a  partial  gleaning 
or  plagiarism  of  his  remarks,  which  so  well  exemplify 
the  use  of  numismatology  in  correcting  the  vagaries  of 
historians : — 

*  In  the  profoand  obscurity  which  envelopes  the  history  of  Bactria,  we  must  cull 
with  care  all  that  can  throw  the  least  light  upon  it. 

*  We  find  only  two  passages  in  ancient  authors  which  mention  king  Apollodotus. 
Arrian,  the  reputed  writer  of  the  'Periplus,'  says,  'A^*  oZ  fi4xpi  vw  hf  'Rapvyd(ois 
voAoi  ai  ir^x»pown  Upaxpud,  ypdfifAMTip  'EWtisuKois  iyKtxop«yfi4yai,  Marifta  rwv 
ficr*  'AA^IorSpor  /3c/3a<riXcvic^«y  *AiroAAo8orov  ital  M€pdifdpov.  *For  this  reason 
eren  now  ancient  draehmse  are  current  at  Barygaza  {Bhrigu-gdeha  or  Baroach), 
hearing,  in  Oreek  characters,  the  stamp  of  the  kings  who  reigned  after  Alexander, 
Apollodotus  and  Menander.' 

The  two  coins  now  brought  to  light,  agree  better 
with  this  passage  from  Arrian  than  those  of  Colonel  Tod, 
on  account  of  their  exact  similarity,  which  would  allow 
them  naturally  to  be  coupled  together  in  speaking  of 
them. 

*  The  other  passage  concerning  Apollodotus  is  from  the  summary  of  the  history 
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of  TrogiiB  PompeiuB,  which  U  placed  at  the  head  of  the  abridgment  of  Justin: 
Prolog.  Izxi. 

'  Deinde,  quo  rege  pngnante,  Scythices  gentes,  Saranc®  et  Asiani  Bactra  occnpa- 
▼ore  et  Sogdianoa.  Indies  quoqae  res  addite,  gestae  per  ApoUodotum  et  Menandrum 
regee  eoram.' 

*  The  printed  editions  haye  '  Apollodorum,'  which  was  corrected  by  the  learned  and 
judicious  Bayer,  on  the  authority  of  the  '  Periplus.'  This  reading  is  now  folly  eon- 
firmed  by  a  medal  (two),  an  authentic  and  public  monument.  Vaillant  and 
Longuerue  suspected  a  corruption  of  the  text,  and  sought  to  correct  it  in  another 
way.  They  thought  that  the  name  of  ApoUodotus,  the  historian  of  the  Parthian 
and  Bactrian  kings,  had  been  confounded  with  that  of  a  king;  and  Longuerue  pro- 
posed to  read  *  ex  Apollodoro,  gestiB  per  Menandrum  et  Eucratidam,  reges  eorum.' 
This  is  not  correcting,  but  disfiguring  arbitrarily,  an  ancient  text;  and  yet  the 
latest  editor  of  Justin  in  France,  M.  Lenuiire,  recommends  this  unwarrantable 
conjecture! 

'  Bayer,  howeyer,  while  he  reinstates  ApoUodotus,  disputes  his  title  to  the  king- 
dom of  Bactria,  which  Colonel  Tod,  again,  vindicates  with  reason.  Bayer  would 
make  him  one  of  those  Creek  kings  who,  at  that  epoch,  reigned  separately  oyer  a 
part  of  India,  such  as  Demetrius,  son  of  Euthydemus.  This  is,  in  the  first  place, 
contrary  to  the  text  of  Trogus  Pompeius :  for  the  word  eorum  applies  to  Bactra  et 
Sogdianoi.  The  coin  confirms  this  refutation,  for  by  what  motive  should  a  Greek 
king,  not  having  possession  of  Bactria,  put  a  legend  in  Bactrian  characters  on  the 
reverse  of  his  coin }  I  call  them  so,  without  prejudice  to  the  question  of  the 
language  to  which  they  may  belong.  Certainly  they  are  not  Sanskrit :  they  have 
a  strong  resemblance  to  those  on  the  early  Sassanian  medals.  The  credit  of 
decyphering  them  is  reserved  for  scholars  acquainted  with  Zend  and  Pehlvi. 

<  To  escape  from  this  objection,  we  must  suppose  that  ApoUodotus  reigned  in  the 
eastern  provinces  of  the  ancient  Persian  empire,  south  of  Bactria.  The  modal  of 
Demetrius,  son  of  Euthydemus,  discovered  by  Baron  Meyendorf,  bears  a  Crock 
legend,  fiafft\4ws  AvfJirptov ;  the  empire  of  India  is  designated  by  the  skin  of  an 
elephant's  head  with  which  the  portrait  of  the  prince  is  adorned. 

*  ApoUodotus,  therefore,  must  be  admitted  among  the  kings  of  Bactria.  The 
celebrated  Visconti  has  endeavoured  to  assign  his  probable  place  in  Bayer^s  *  Chro- 
nological Canon  of  Six  Kings,'  the  dates  of  which  are,  however,  mostly  conjectural : 
he  places  him  after  Euthydemus  [see  p.  38],  and  both  the  authorities  quoted  above 
agree  in  placing  him  before  Menander.  Now  Menander  certainly  reigned  between 
Euthydemus  and  Eucratides;  but  Visconti  wiU  not  aUow  the  latter  to  foUow 
Menander  directly:  he  makes  a  place  between  their  reigns  for  HeUocles,  whose 
name  is  only  known  from  one  medal  bearing  the  inscription  $curt\4ws  *H)aoK\4ovs 
ZiKolov,  and  pronounced  by  Mionnet  to  be  of  Bactrian  fabric,  merely  from  analogy  to 
other  coins  of  the  same  locality— an  argument  by  no  means  conclusive.  When  a 
coin  of  HeUocles  shaU  be  discovered  in  India  or  Tartary,  we  may  grant  his  title  to 
the  Bactrian  throne. 

<  It  is  difficult  to  assign  the  exact  limits  of  the  Indian  dominions  of  the  Bactrian 
monarchs,  or  of  their  contemporaries,  who  reigned  in  India  itself.  The  ancients  use 
the  word  India  vaguely,  and  sometimes  make  it  comprise  the  Persian  provinces  north- 
west of  the  Indus.  The  conquests  of  the  Bactrians  may  have  been  made  in  two 
directions: — One,  towards  the  east  by  the  Panj&b,  and  onwards;  the  other,  by 
foUowing  the  course  of  the  Indus.  The  expedition  of  Seleucus  Nicator  was  directed 
towards  the  Ganges :  by  his  treaty  with  Chandragupta,  king  of  the  Prasii  (people  o! 
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the  East),  lie  ga^e  up  some  proYinoes,  and  reoeiTed  a  number  of  elephants  in  exchange. 
It  is  probable  that  the  first  kings  of  Bactria,  on  declaring  themseWes  independent, 
took  possession  of  what  remained  of  Alexander's  conquests  in  the  Panj&b/  (Dr. 
Swiney's  coins  confirm  their  domination  there,  as  far  as  the  presence  of  medals  can 
do  so.)  '  At  any  rate,  the  third  king,  Euthydemus,  in  his  treaty  with  Antiochus  the 
Qteaif  by  which  treaty  his  independence  was  acknowledged,  gave  up  all  his  elephants. 
This  proTCS  two  points :  first,  that  Euthydemus  had  provinces,  or  at  least  subjects,  in 
India  proper ;  second,  that  his  rule  was  not  extensive,  for  the  elephants  were  few  in 
number ;  added  to  those  given  by  Sophagasenus  to  Antiochus,  they  made  but  150, 
whereas  Seleucus  receiyed  400  from  Chandragupta. 

<  Antiochus'  expedition  was  brilliant,  but  it  procured  him  little  solid  advantage 
beyond  the  acquisition  of  these  war  elephants.  After  his  campaign  against  Euthydemus 
and  Sophagasenus  he  repassed  the  Indus,  and  returned  by  way  of  Arachosia  and 
Carmania  to  the  western  seat  of  his  empire.'  (Was  it  after  this  expedition  that  he 
struck  the  coin  represented  in  figure  2,  depicting  the  stem  of  a  boat  of  the  river 
Indus } ) 

*'  Euthydemus  may  have  profited  by  the  distance  of  Antiochus,  and  the  decline  of 
his  strength,  to  deprive  him  of  the  provinces  situated  along  the  Lower  Indus.  It  is 
certain  that  Demetrius  reigned  there,  I  think,  first  as  governor  in  the  name  of  his 
father;  afterwards  as  an  ihdependent  king.  Demetrius  did  not  succeed  Euthydemus 
in  Bactria :  his  absence,  perhaps,  allowed  his  competitor  to  supplant  him.  If 
Demetrius  had  not  been  in  possession  at  the  death  of  his  father,  with  what  force 
could  he  have  conquered  these  vast  provinces,  when  the  army  of  Bactria  was  at  the 
command  of  a  rival }  It  is  he,  no  doubt,  who  founded  the  city  of  Demetrias  in 
Arachosia,  the  name  of  which  is  preserved  in  the  geographical  work  of  Isidorus. 
Thence  his  dominions  extended  to  the  Delta  of  the  Indus. 

'Trogus  Pompeius  ascribes  exploits  in  India  to  Apollodotus  and  Menander; 
Strabo  also  to  the  latter.  Their  conquests,  then,  must  have  been  towards  the 
Panjftb,  since  they  would  have  come  into  contact  with  Demetrius  on  the  south; 
and  there  is  no  mention  of  war  between  the  Bactrians  and  this  king  of  India  until 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  Eucratides.  Strabo  says  expressly  that  Menander  passed  the 
Hyphases  and  penetrated  to  the  Jamna.  Etyc  icai  rov  ^'Xwww  9i4firi  wpos  cw,  kcu 
/A^x^i  rov  Ivofiov  irpoi}X0c.     Lege^Tcuriv  et  Iwfutvov. 

'  This  authorises  our  extending  his  kingdom  to  Mathur&  or  even  Baitasor  (where 
Colonel  Tod's  coin  was  found).  The  probability  is,  that  it  included  the  kingdom  of 
Lfihor ;  for  since  Strabo  says  that  Menander  was  the  first  to  penetrate  so  far,  his 
predecessor's  rule,  of  course,  must  have  been  more  limited.' 

Plutarch  bears  testimony  to  the  excellent  character 
of  Menander  as  a  sovereign : — *  A  certain  king,  Menan- 
der, who  had  reigned  with  justice  over  the  Bactrians, 
having  died  in  camp,  the  cities  in  common  had  the  care 
of  his  funeral  rites,  but  afterwards  contended  for  his 
ashes ;  they  at  last  divided  his  remains  equally  amongst 
them,  and  agreed  that  monuments  to  him  should  be 
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raised  amongst  them  all.'*  May  not  this  singular  pas- 
sage have  had  its  origin  in  a  confused  account  of  the 
monuments  raised  by  the  Buddhists  to  preserve  the 
relics  of  their  lawgiver,  of  which  one  at  Manikyala 
seems  to  have  been  founded  immediately  after  the 
Bactrian  monarchy  was  overthrown,  and  while  the  com- 
munication of  those  countries  with  the  West  was  still, 
perhaps,  maintained.*  But  to  return  to  Schlegel's 
epitome : — 

'We  know  nothing  of  Heliodes,  if,  indeed,  he  ever  reigned  in  Bactria.  But  af 
Encratidiis  was  the  first  to  assume  the  distinction  of  '  Great  King,'  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  he  aggrandized  the  empire.  He  may  hare  conquered  Ariana,  which 
Strabo  savs  belonged  to  Bactria. 

'  For  the  war  between  Eucratidas  and  Demetrius,  kin^  of  India,  we  are  reduced 
to  the  unsatisfiutory  notice  of  Justin,  according  to  whom  I>emetrius  was  the 
aggressor.  Eucratidas,  at  first  besieged,  and  in  great  danger,  saved  himself  by  his 
Talour,  and  finished  by  despoiling  his  adTersary.  In  his  retreat,  after  terminating 
this  war,  he  was  assassinated  by  his  son.  Bayer  thinks  that  this  Demetrius  is 
the  same  who,  in  his  youth,  negociated  the  peace  for  his  father  Euthydemus  with 
Antiochus.  Howeyer,  the  great  age  to  which  he  must  hare  attained  is  a  staggering 
objection.  One  may  reconcile  probabilities  by  supposing  that  a  son  of  the  same  name 
had  Bttooeeded  to  Demetrius'  throne. 

<  The  existence  of  the  parricide  of  Eucratidas  is  weU  established ;  but  his  name  is 
unknown,  and  it  is  uncertain  whether  he  enjoyed  the  fruits  of  his  crime.  King 
Eucratidas  II.,  therefore,  in  Bayer's  catalogue,  rests  only  on  a  double  conjecture. 

'  Thus  end  the  Bactrian  kings  hitherto  known.  The  later  history  of  the  dynasty 
18  enveloped  in  darkness  yet  thicker  than  the  rest  Justin  attributes  its  destruction 
to  the  Farthians ;  the  auUior  of  the  summary  of  Trogus  Fompeios  to  the  Scythians ; 
both  quoting  the  same  authdrity.  It  appears,  then,  that  both  these  nations  took 
part  in  it,  but  that  the  Scythians  remained  in  possession. 

*  In  a  fragment  of  Diodorusy  or  rather  in  an  extract  by  Fhotius,  it  is  said  that 
one  of  the  Arsacidte  (no  doubt  the  sixth,  Mithridates  I.)  penetrated  as  far  as  India 
and  seized  the  kingdom  of  Forus,  ».«.,  the  country  between  the  Hydaspes  and  the 
Aoesines.  Bayer  says,  with  reason,  that  the  Greeks,  wherever  they  allude  to  India^ 
imagine  a  Forus ; — but  in  this  case  the  historian  seems  justified,  for  we  see  that  the 
Bacons  possessed  not  only  that  proyince,  but  eren  beyond  it.  By  Bayer's  calcula- 
tion, Mithridates  I.,  king  of  Farthia,  must  haye  suryiyed  Eucratidas  by  seyen  yean, 
but  these  dates  are  purely  conjectnraL  At  any  rate,  it  is  after  Eucratidas'  death  that 
these  conquests  must  haye  been  made :  the  war  between  him  and  Demetrius  would 
not  haye  taken  place  had  the  Farthians  occupied  the  interyening  provinces.  Eucra- 
tidas was  assassinated  when  in  the  height  of  his  power :— it  is,  then,  after  his  death, 

^  Major  Tod  on  Bactrian  Medals,  *  Transactions  of  the  Boyal  Asiatic  Society,'  L  330. 
'  See  page  39. 


art.it.]  BACTRIAN  and  IND0-80YTHIC   COINS.  51 

that  the  dedine  of  the  empire  commenced.  M.  de  Gmgnee,  from  the  ChineM  his- 
torians,  Axes  the  epoch  of  its  destraction  in  the  year  125,  b.c.  The  king  or  kings 
who  may  have  reigned  in  the  interim  are  yet  unknown— perhaps  they  may  he 
brought  to  light  by  Colonel  Tod's  discoTeries.' 

The  above  condensed  and  critical  sketch  of  the  later 
Bactrian  kings  contains  all  that  is  known  of  them,  and 
leayes  ns  to  fill  up  blanks  only  as  fresh  matter  may- 
be elicited  through  the  labours  of  the  antiquarian  in 
this  fruitful  field.  Schlegel  felt  pride  in  adding  two 
cognomens  to  his  two  kings;  Dr.  Swiney's  coins  hare 
already  increased  their  Majesties'  titles;  giving  to 
Menander  the  common  appellation  *  saviour;'  and  to 
his  predecessor,  in  addition  to  the  same  title,  the  respect- 
able appellation  of  ^Philopator,'  ^  loving  son.'  This  latter 
title  is  of  more  consequence  than  might  at  first  be  sus- 
pected, for,  unless  his  father  were  of  kingly  dignity,  he 
would  not  have  been  mentioned :  and  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  his  son  succeeded  him  peaceably.  But  we 
have  no  knowledge  who  the  father  was,  since  Demetrius 
is  the  only  recorded  son  of  Euthydemus.  We  may  sup- 
pose him,  to  be  sure,  to  have  been  a  brother — ^perhaps  a 
younger  one, — a  favorite — ^a  gift  of  the  gods,'  as  his 
name  implies ;  and  this  might  account  for  the  mission 
of  the  rightful  heir  to  a  distant  province :  but  it  is 
wrong  to  hazard  conjectures  upon  points  of  such  remote 
diplomacy ! 

Figs.  6  aad  7. — Two  square  copper  coins  resembling  in  form  Fig.  7 
of  Plate  II.     VTeight,  102  and  121  grains. 

Obtebse. — ^A  figure,  apparently  female,  holding  a  cornucopia  on  the 
left  arm ;  the  other  indistinct ;  legend  in  parallel  lines,  and  evidentlj 
Greek,  but  only  partially  legible :  the  word  basiaexis  commences  both 
of  them. 

Bjetebsb. — ^The  Indian  bull  wit  hits  hump,  encircled  with  Ihe  un- 
known character.  Below,  on  both  coins,  the  letter  2  or  a  symbol 
of  that  form. 
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One  of  these  coins  was  found  at  Machwarra,  a  small 
town  near  the  Satlaj  river,  between  Ludiana  and  Rupar ; 
the  other  in  the  bazar  at  Bussy,  on  the  road  from  thence 
to  Simla.  Dr.  Swiney  considers  them  to  be  not  only 
similar,  but  of  the  same  die.  It  is  not  possible  to 
do  more  than  ascribe  them  to  the  Bactrian  dynasty 
generally. 

[These  are  now  known  to  be  coins  of  Philoxenes."  See  pi.  xv. 

fig.  2.] 

Fig.  8. — This  small  oopper  coin,  firom  the  neighbourhood  of  Saha- 
ranpur,  is  classed  among  the  Bactrian  coins  by  Dr.  Swiney,  from  the 
similarity  of  its  monogram  to  that  of  fig.  4.  The  legend  also  appears 
Greek :  tiie  obverse  has  a  warrior  with  a  bow  (?)  and  the  reverse  a  lion, 
panther,  or  singh,  which  connects  it  with  one  class  of  the  Hindu  coins. 

Figs.  9,  10. — I  have  introdaced  these  two  of  Dr.  Swiney's  Bac- 
trian-horsemen,  or  Eucratides,'  coins,^  because  the  head  is  in  better 
preservation  than  usual,  and  a  letter  or  two  more  of  the  legend  can  be 
added  to  the  scanty  list  hitherto  elicited;  thus,  on  fig.  9,  we  have 
2ATHP  MErA...and  on  the  other  mefa  baciaetc,  'the  great  king,'  quasi 
Hah&  Bajd.  As  fiur  as  the  specimens  hitherto  discovered  can  prove  it, 
the  nominative  seems  to  be  used  in  all  the  coins  of  this  type,  instead 
of  the  genitive,  as  is  usual  on  Greek  medals ;  the  terminations  are  also 
corrupted;  all  which  circumstances  tend  to  pronounce  these  coins  to 
belong  to  the  last  princes  of  the  race,  as  conjectured  in  ascribing  them 
to  Eucratides. 

Fig.  14  is  a  small  coin  supposed  to  have  Greek  characters,  but 
undecypherable. 

Figs.  1 6, 1 7, 1 8,  are  drawings  of  three  small  copper  coins  procured  by 
Lieutenant  Bumes  at  Maniky41a,  which  differ  in  some  particulars  from 
those  already  made  public,  and  are  on  that  account,  rather  than  as 
leading  to  any  fresh  observation,  now  inserted.  Fig.  16  belongs,  from 
the  side  figure  of  the  female  stooping,  and  the  monogram  or  symbol, 
to  the  Kanishka  group.  Fig.  1 8,  a  man  sitting,  dressed  in  the  Brah- 
manical  dhoti,  accords  so  far  with  No.  1  of  Mr,  Wilson's  plate,  a  gold 
coin  dug  out  of  the  tope  at  Manikydla  by  General  Yentura.  Fig.  17 
is  of  a  novel  type,  but  the  coin  was  in  too  imperfect  a  state  to  permit 
an  accurate  development  of  the  figures. 


*  See  plate  ii.,  and  p.  36. 
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HINDU  corns. 
From  the  coins  of  Bactria  a  transition  is  easily  traced 
through  the  dark  period  of  the  Indo-Scythian  or  Buddhist 
dynasty,  (to  which  numerous  coins  have  been  allotted 
upon  such  degree  of  internal  evidence  as  their  appear- 
ance aflfords,)  to  the  coins  of  the  Hindu  princes  of  Central 
India,  Andhra,  Bajputana,  Kanauj,  Indraprastha,  and 
perhaps  Magadha  or  Bahar.  I  have,  on  a  former  occa- 
sion, ventured  to  doubt  ^  whether  any  native  coin,  pro- 
perly so  called,  had  circulation  in  India  anterior  to  the 

^  Page  4  suprd^  and  *  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Benral/  I.  394.  [I  annex 
extracts  &om  an  elaborate  note  of  BnmoufB  bearing  on  tbis  smnect.  *^  Or  it  fallait, 
poor  obtenir  les  faveurs  de  Vdsavadatta,  donner  cinq  cents  Puranas.  .  .  .  Je  ne 
demande  pas.  .  .  nn  senl  Kftrcbftpana."  Introd.  147.  ^Note.) — '*  II  importe,  en 
premier  lieu,  de  remarquer  que  le  PurSna  dont  il  est  parU  dans  le  texte,  est  une 
monnaie  de  poids,  c'est-^dire  une  monnaie  appartenante  k  un  syst^me  purement 
indien,  et  ant^rieur,  cons^quemment,  k  Tinfiuence  qu'a  exerc6e  dans  I'lnde  le  syst^me 
mon^taire  des  Grecs  de  la  Bactriane.  Or  dans  le  syst^me  auquel  appoitient  le 
Pnrftna,  qui  est  un  poids  d'ar^ent,  I'unit^  est  le  KaktikH,  c'est-^-dire  le  poids  d'une 
grain'e  rouee  de  Gundja  ou  de  VAbrw  preeatoriua,  ...  On  comprend  qu'on 
arriverait  a  un  r^sultat  beaucoup  plus  lley^,  s'il  s'agissait  d*un  poids  d'or;  mais 
remploi  du  mot  Pur&na  nous  interdit  absolument  cette  supposition,  pnisque  le 
Purana  est  positivement  donn6  pour  un  poids  d'argent.  .  .  .  Quoi  qu'il  en  soit, 
lestermesde  ^Mftcba'  etde  'MiU^baka'  appartiennent,  comme  celuide  *Baktika,'  k  ce 
syst^me  de  poids  founds  ptar  la  nature,  et  tr^problablement  fort  ancien,  qui  carac- 
tense  les  ^po^ues  de  civilisation  encore  pen  avanc^ ;  car  le  M^ha  est  un  haricot 
de  I'esp^  dite  Fha$eolu8  radtatus,  Le  texte  de  notre  l^gende  parle  encore  d'une 
autre  monnaie^  le  Kiirch&panaj  qui  est,  Buivant  Colebrooke  {*  Asiatic  Researches,' 
T.  93)  6gal  k  80  Baktikds  de  cuiyre,  c'est^^dire  &  175  grains  troy  anglais,  ou,  suivant 
Wilson,  kl76  grains.  Quoique  le  Kdrchftpana  puisse  etre  aussi  bien  un  poids  d*or 
et  d'ai^ent  que  de  cuiyre,  Tensemble  du  texte  me  semble  prouTer  qu'il  y  faut  voir  un 
Kdrchapana  de  cuivre,  car  la  courtisane  veut  certainement  dire  qu'elle  ne  demande 
pas  mdme  &  Upafupta,  la  plus  petite  somme." — Introduction  a  Vhiatoire  du  Suddhitme 
tndien^  p.  697.  Professor  Wilson  enters  into  the  question  more  fully.  His  summary 
is  necessarily  of  the  highest  value  in  the  citation  of  Hind(i  authorities,  thoujght  he 
numismatic  and  other  evidence  might,  perhaps,  have  warranted  a  more  decisive  ex- 
pression of  opinion  in  favor  of  the  antiquity  of  Indian  coinages.]  **  Doubts  have 
been  entertained  of  the  existence  of  a  native  Indian  currency  prior  to  the  intro- 
duction of  the  art  of  coining  by  the  Greeks  of  Bactria  (Prinsep :  *  Journal  of  the 
Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  i.  384,  aupr&  eit.)  and  certainly  there  are  strong  pounds 
for  admitting  the  probability  that  the  fabrication  of  money  in  ^  India  originated 
with  them.  There  are  some  considerations,  however,  which  militate  against  it. 
That  the  want  of  a  specific  denomination  of  money  is  not  incompatible  with  a 
metallic  medium  of  exchange,  we  know  from  the  practice  of  the  Chinese  and  Indo- 
Ohinese  nations  to  the  present  day,  amongst  whom  certain  weis^hts  of  gold  and 
silver,  sometimes  bearing  a  stamped  attestation  of  their  standard  value,  take  the 
place  of  coined  money.  This  may  have  been  the  case  also  with  the  HindOs ;  and  as 
the  different  tables,  which  are  given  in  their  law-books,  of  the  several  values  of  golct 
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incursion  of  Alexander.  In  none  of  the  ancient  books ' 
of  the  Hindis  is  mention  made  of  coined  money.  The 
word  *suvama/"  or  *gold,'  which  occurs  frequently  in 
the  Furanas,  is  supposed  to  mean  a  lump  of  gold  of  a 
fixed  weight,  such  as  is  still  current  in  Ava  and  China. 
Colebrooke  states,'  on  the  authority  of  Manu  and  other 
authors,  that  the  ^suvama'  (karsha,  arsha,  or  tolaka) 
was  equal  to  sixteen  mashas.  If  the  masha  was,  as  now, 
about  17.4  grains  only,  this  would  certainly  make  the 
Suvama*  small  enough  to  admit  of  a  doubt  whether  it 

and  silyer  refer  to  weight,  not  to  number  (Colebrooke  <  Asiatic  Researchcfl,'  t.),  it  is 
Wielj  that  the  correncT  of  the  country  consisted  chiefly,  if  not  exdosiyely,  of  lamps 
of  gold  and  silrer  not  bearing  any  impression,  until  the  HindAs  had  learned  the  use* 
ftdness  of  money  from  their  jBactrian  neighbours,  and  from  their  foreiffn  oonunerce, 
especially  with  Borne.  At  the  same  time  it  seems  likely  that  they  had  a  sort  of 
stamped  coin  even  before  the  Greek  inrasion.  In  all  parts  of  India  numerous  small 
pieces  of  silver  have  been  found  in  the  ground — some  oblong,  some  square,  some 
round — and  which  were,  no  doubt,  once  employed  as  measures  of  value  (*  Asiatic  Re- 
searches,' xvii.  596,  pi  T.^ "  (See  Art.  X.  pi.  xx.)  "  They  commonly,  but  not  always,  bear 
upon  them  rude  symbols  of  the  sun  and  moon,  a  star  or  nondescript  mark,  to  which 
it  is  not  easy  to  assign  a  definite  import,  but  the  application  of  which  gives  to  them 
the  character  of  a  coinage.  The  style  of  these  pieces  and  the  rudeness  of  their 
execution,  are  in  &YOur  of  their  ancient  date,  as  it  is  scarcely  probable  that  after  the 
art  of  fabricating  money  had  been  introduced,  the  making  or  such  coins  would  have 
been  continued.  They  would  have  preceded  also,  it  may  be  supposed,  the  law  which 
inflicts  punishment  on  the  fifdsifier,  not  only  of  the  standard,  but  of  the  fabric  and 
the  stamp  of  the  coin  as  has  been  noticed  aooye  (*  Ariana  Antiqua,'  page  364,  note). 
Again,  it  is  weU  known  that  the  chief  punishments  in  the  pens!  code  of  the  Hind6s 
are  flnes,  and  it  is  difficult  to  reconcile  such  a  penalty  with  a  mere  weight  of  metal. 
The  100,  500,  and  1,000  Panas,  which  are  the  seyeral  series  of  mulcts  in  Manu, 
might  possibly  haye  intended  so  many  pieces,  or  their  equivalent  in  weight  in  some 
other  metal ;  the  Pana  being  either  a  copper  weight  or  a  coin  of  about  200  grains, 
which  may  be  considered  as  that  of  the  native  Pice  or  copper  coins.  That  it  was  a 
coin  is  so  understood  apparently  by  the  commentator  on  tiie  text  of  the  *  Tajna- 
walkya,'  in  which  he  explains  the  word  karsha  or  pana  to  denote  a  fabricated  form  of 
copper  {tdmrtuya  pikdri),  and  a  text  of  Yichaspati  is  quoted  in  law-books,  which 
defines  a  Karsha  or  Pana  to  be  a  stamped  coin.  That  it  had  come  to  signify  a  piece 
of  money,  there  is  no  doubt,  although  at  what  period  is  open  to  conjecture.  It  is 
not  unlikely  that  Hindti  artists  were  employed  by  some  of  the  Greek  princes." — 
•  Ariana  Antiqua,' page  408.— E.T.] 

1  The  *  R&J&  TaranffinI,'  a  comparatively  modem  work,  mentions  the  din&r,  a 
Persian  gold  coin.  [The  term  occurs  also  in  the  Sanchi  inscription  of  Chandra 
Gupta.    See  Art.  X.  m>ii.l 

^  <  Asiatic  Researches,'  v.,  98. 


J  *        ^ .    '  ,  .        w     ,      w  derived  our 

English  *  sovereign'  from  this  word,  had  it  chanced  to  have  been  current  at  an  earlier 
period  than  is  assigned  by  our  mint  annals  for  its  introduction,  namely,  £dw«rd  IV.'s 
reign,  a.p.  1489. 
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did  not  bear  some  stamp :  on  the  other  hand,  small 
Imnps  of  gold  called  ^  phatang,'  of  a  smaller  weight  and 
yaluOy  and  without  a  stamp,  are  still  brought  from  the 
hills,  and  passed  as  cash  in  the  purchase  of  goods  in  the 
plains.  Again,  the  great  analogy  which  is  observed  be- 
tween the  earliest  Indian  coios  introduced  to  our  notice 
by  modem  research,  and  those  of  the  Macedonian  colo- 
nists, is  a  very  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  art  of  die-cutting  was  introduced  at  that 
period;  and  the  employment  of  Greek  workmen  may 
reasonably  account  for  the  continuance  of  Greek  legends 
where,  otherwise,  they  would  have  been  little  expected. 
A  further  direct  and  incontestable  proof  of  their  connec- 
tion is  derived  from  the  similarity  of  the  monograms  or 
symbols  visible  on  most  of  them.  I  have  inserted,  at 
the  foot  of  the  present  plate,  such  of  these  as  occur  in 
the  coins  before  us.  Most  of  them  may  be  found  on  the 
Greek  civic  coins  of  the  Hunterian  cabinet  at  Glasgow ; 
those  upon  the  genuine  Greek  coins  are  evidently  cyphers 
or  compounds  of  Greek  letters ;  either  numerals  marking 
the  date,  or  initials  of  persons  connected  with  the  mint. 

Monogram  1  appears  upon  a  coin  of  Demetrius  of  Syria  (see  plate  y.), 
and  may  be  compounded  of  a  t,  symbolical  of  Antiocb,  tbe  place  of 
coinage  :  it  is  No.  67  of  Combe's  Hunterian  Catalogue.  Monogram  2, 
on  Alexander's  coin  (53  of  Combe)  may  be  A,  and  may  stand  for  one  of 
the  numerous  cities  of  this  monarch's  name.  The  third  (plate  ii., 
fig.  1)  is  evidently  formed  of  the  Greek  letters  P  E,  being,  perhaps,  the 
date  (105  of  the  S3rrian  era,  or  206  b.c.)'  subjoined  by  a,  betokening 
the  locality. 

The  next  four  (4,  5,  6,  7)  occur  in  the  coins  of  Apollodotus  and 
Menander  (86,  216,  and  326  of  Combe).  Colonel  Tod  supposes  the 
latter  two  and  fig.  9  to  be  formed  of  numeral  letters,  but  the  oombina- 

'  If  10,  this  coin  should  belong  to  Antiochus  the  Great,  ftnd  not  Antiochuis 
Theos,  as  supposed  in  page  2o,  from  his  cognomen,  EpiphaQca, 
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tion  of  units  is  pronounced  to  be  inadmiasible.  8  and  9  appear  on  the 
coin  of  the  last  Bactrian  monarch,  'the  great  king.'  They  are  not 
found  in  Combe ;  but  the  latter  may  be  a  combination  of  the  letters 
o,  T,  H  and  E.  Nos.  10, 1 1,  and  12,  having  four  prongs  and  the  ring  below 
cut  open,  belong  to  the  supposed  Kanishka  coin,  and  all  the  coins  of  the 
r&jd  and  bull,  and  r4jd  and  elephant  type.  These  can  no  longer  be 
interpreted  as  letters,  though  evidently  imitated  from  the  foregoing. 
Monogram  13  occurs  in  one  of  Colonel  Tod's  ooins  of  the  same  class, 
with  the  running  figure  (13  of  3rd  series) ;  but  it  may  probably  be  an 
imperfect  impression  of  the  foregoing  symbol.  From  monogram  12  to 
the  lozenge  form  of  14  is  but  a  slight  transition,  and  thus  we  pass  to  a 
wholly  different  class  of  coins,  ascribed  by  Colonel  Tod  to  the  Pandu 
dynasty,  because  the  inscriptions  are  in  the  same  character  which  is 
found  wherever  the  Pandu  authority  existed ;  in  the  Caves,  and  on  the 
rocks  of  Junagarh,  Gimar,  on  the  piUar  of  victory  in  Haiwar,  and  on 
the  columns  of  Indraprastha  (Dihli)  and  Prayaga  (AILah4bdd). 

[  I  haye  already  had  occasion  to  refer  to  a  paper  by  Major 
Cunningham^  entitled,  ^An  attempt  to  explain  some  of  the 
monograms  found  upon  the  Grecian  Coins  of  Ariana  and 
India,'  published  in  toI.  viii  of  the  '  Numismatic  Chronicle  * 
(London,  1846).  I  have  now  again  to  advert  to  it,  in  some- 
what more  detail,  in  connexion  with  this,  the  earliest  attempt 
at  the  explacnation  of  these  symbols  by  James  Prinsep. 

The  general  subject  of  mint  monograms  is  necessarily  a 
difficult  one,  and,  until  lately,  was  rather  shirked  and  avoided 
by  numismatic  writers  ;  in  the  present  instance,  it  will  be  seen 
to  be  unusually  complicated  in  the  later  Bactrian  coinages,  not 
only  by  the  use  of  two  distinct  alphabetical  series,  Greek  and 
Arian,  but  in  the  multiplicity  of  the  signs,  and  their  frequent 
association  to  the  number  of  four  and  five  varieties  on  single 
specimens  of  the  subordinate  series  of  coins ! 

Since  Major  Cunningham's  Essay  was  written,*  however, 
not  only  has  great  progress  been  made  in  the  comparative 
geography  of  India  and  Central  Asia;  but  the  special  question 

'  [  In  this  and  in  many  similar  instances  of  works  composed  in  India,  it  would 
be  more  aocnrate  to  say,  *  Since  the  date  of  the  publication  of  the  authorities  the 
author  had  an  opportunity  of  consulting,' — in  preference  to  defining  relative  priority 
in  the  ordinary  European  phraseology.  J 
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of  the  interpretation  of  mint  monograms  has  received  more 
attention  and  illustration  from  the  learned  in  Europe.  And 
now — ^when  we  are  fully  prepared  to  admit  the  accuracy  of 
the  verification  of  the  monogrammatic  expression  of  the  mints 
of  Alexander  the  Great  in  the  western  section  of  his  do- 
minions;^ and  are  equally  ready  to  recognise  the  Parthian 
employment  of  combinations  of  Greek  letters  to  typify  the 
mints  of  Drangia'  and  Chorasmia,'  besides  carrying  on  the 
evidence  of  the  abbreviated  definition  of  the  local  mints^  in 
the  Pehlvi  character/  down  to  the  date  of  the  Arab  denomina- 
tion in  Persia — we  can  scarcely  hesitate  to  concede  the  pro- 
bability that  the  Bactrian  Greeks  observed  some  such  custom. 
The  obstacles  to  any  conclusive  assignment  of  the  purport  of 
these  symbols^  consist  not  alone  in  the  endless  transpositions 
to  which  the  various  letters  of  any  given  monogram  of  ordinary 
complication  may  be  subjected,  but  in  the  parallel  practice, 
which,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  obtained,  of  inscribing  on  the 
currency  the  names  of  mint  masters  and  others  connected 
with  this  fiscal  branch  of  State  Government,  couched  in 
similarly  combined  literal  ciphers.  This  is  not  the  place* 
however,  to  enter  into  any  lengthened  review  of  Major 
Cunningham's  theory,  or  its  subordinate  application;  but, 
having  said  thus  much  in  acceptance  of  the  general  principle, 
and  being  prepared  to  say  even  more  in  praise  of  the  labour 
and  assiduity  the  author  has  bestowed  on  his  task,  I  may  be 
permitted  to  add,  that  he  appears  to  have  pushed  his  theory 
into  needlessly  severe  trials,  in  his,  perhaps,  laudable  anxiety 
to  prove  its  complete  comprehensiveness. — E  T.] 

These  coins  are  decidedly  the  most  ancient  of  Hindu 
type  which  are  known,  and  yet,  being  of  pure  gold,  they 
are  generally  in  a  perfect  state  of  preservation,  and  the 


Ex.  or.  'Aradujs/  Mionnot,  Supp.  iii.  198.     *Odcssus/  Ufidy  206.] 
LinoBay,  suprd,  citj 

Unpablished  Parthian  (British  Museum)  Monogram,  XOP.] 
*  Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society/  xiii.] 
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characters,  though  imknown,  are  very  clearly  defined ; 
many  of  them  resemble  the  Tibetan  form  of  Sanskrit. 
Most  of  them  may  be  recognized  in  the  inscriptions  (or 
descriptive  titles)  over  the  sculptures  at  Mah&balipuram, 
described  by  Mr.  Goldingham  in  the  *  Asiatic  Eesearches/ 
vol.  v.,  page  79  :  and  as  these  sculptures  are  said  by  tra- 
dition to  represent  the  personages  and  acts  of  the  Maha- 
bharata,  the  value  of  some  of  the  letters  may  perhaps  be 
hereafter  recovered.  In  point  of  age  the  coins  can  only 
belong  to  the  Maurya,  the  Sunga,  the  £anwa  or  the 
Andhra  dynasties  of  Mr.  Wilson's  catalogue  (315  B.C.  to 
428  A.D.) 

Fig.  15  is  copied  from  a  gold  coin,  presented  to  me  by  Captain 
Wade,  who  discovered  it  near  "Firoz^uT:  it  agrees  precisely  with 
figs.  5  and  7  of  Mr.  "Wilson's  plate ;  the  former  of  which,  stated  to  be 
taken  from  a  drawing  of  a  coin  in  Colonel  Mackenzie*s  collection, 
seems  to  have  been  reversed  by  the  artist,  to  assist  the  engraver,  and 
inadvertently  retained  in  that  position.  Every  letter  of  the  legend 
is  identical  in  the  three  coins. 

[This  is  a  coin  of  Samudra  Gupta^  sec  plate  xxii.^  etc., 
infrd.] 

Fie.  13  is  from  the  sealing-wax  impression  of  a  coin  belonging  to 
Dr.  Swiney :  it  corresponds  precisely  with  No.  6  of  Mr.  Wilson's  plate, 
having  the  trisul  or  trident  of  Siva  in  lieu  of  the  bird  of  Vishnu. 

These  two  coins  are  of  the  description  just  alluded 
to.  They  have  been  found  at  Agra,  Mathura,  Ujjain, 
Ajmir,  and  even  in  Bengal.  Mr.  Wilson  possesses  one 
found  in  a  tank  in  the  Hugli  district.  The  mixture  of 
emblems  on  these  coins  might  almost  persuade  one  that 
they  were  forgeries,  but  that  no  two  have  hitherto  been 
seen  identically  the  same,  and  it  would  be  manifestly 
impossible  to  forge  a  new  die  for  each,  especially  when 
their  price  is  little  beyond  the  value  of  the  metal.     The 
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female  on  the  reyerse  sometimes  sits  on  a  well-formed 
chair  or  settee,  sometimes  in  the  Indian  fashion  on  a 
lotus-flower,  at  others,  like  Durga,  on  a  lion  ;^  she  holds 
a  cornucopia  in  the  left  hand,  in  the  right  a  scarf  or 
riband;  a  glory  encircles  her  head;  her  left  knee  is 
bare. 

The  obverse  represents  a  king  clad  in  a  coat  of  mail, 
and  with  scale  armour  on  the  legs;  where  the  coin  is 
worn  (as  in  figure  15),  the  dress  exactly  resembles  the 
modem  coat  and  trowsers.  The  head-dress  in  fig.  13 
has  a  resemblance  to  the  Sassanian  or  Persian  cap.  The 
left  hand  is  invariably  raised,  as  if  holding  a  spear :  the 
right  is  extended,  as  if  placing  an  offering  on  a  small  fire- 
altar.  This  hand  is  more  clearly  defined  in  fig.  15,  than 
in  any  coin  of  the  class  I  have  seen ;  and  it  may  be 
questioned,  whether  the  action  is  not  rather  that  of 
plucking  a  fiower,  for  an  artist  would  hardly  represent 
the  hand  in  so  hot  a  position,  were  the  object  below  a 
fire-altar ! 

As  another  anomaly  in  these  coins,  it  may  be  re- 
marked that  the  letters  on  the  left  of  the  prince,  in  fig. 
15,  are  identical  with  the  Tibetan  triliteral  compound 
9py^  pronounced  as  ch  or  ^A,  with  the  inherent  short 
vowel  a,  spy  a  or  %ha ;  this  combination  forms  no  word  in 
the  Tibetan  language,  but  with  the  vowel  sign  i  (shi) 
it  would  signify  *  generic '  or  *  general,'  as  spyi-dpon 
(pronounced  shi-pon)  '  viceroy'  or  ^  governor-general.' 

Now  the  Tibetan  alphabet,  according  to  Mr.  Csoma 
Koros,  was  only  formed  as   a   modification   from  the 

^   KMJtf  Colonel  Tod's  plate. 
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Sanskrit  model  in  the  seventh  century  of  our  sBra,  up  to 
which  period  it  were  difficult  to  conceive  that  the 
characteristic  monogram  of  Bactria  should  have  been 
preserved.  The  two  first  letters  of  the  side  inscription 
also  resemble  the  Tibetan  jt?a,  or  if  the  antecedent  dot  be 
an  r,  pra. 

On  the  right  hand,  in  fig.  15,  is  a  standard  resembling 
in  some  sort  a  Boman  eagle  ;  it  is  probably  the  Garuda, 
or  bird  of  Vishnu,  and  if  so,  is  a  proof  of  the  connection 
of  this  coin  with  the  ascendancy  of  the  Vaishnava 
sects. 

Of  this  peculiar  class  of  coin,  the  plates  in  the  ^Asiatic 
Researches '  afford  numerous  varieties.  I  now  pass  to 
another  type,  more  recent  perhaps  by  several  centuries, 
but  more  rare  than  the  preceding.  The  legends  are 
here  decidedly  in  the  Devanagari  character;  yet  the 
devices  stiU  bear  a  near  analogy  to  their  Grecian  proto- 
types :  the  horseman,  the  bull,  the  lion,  the  seated 
figure,  are  revived  with  variations  of  dress  and  attitude, 
but  it  seems  to  have  been  contrary  to  the  feelings  or 
taste  of  the  coimtry  to  represent  the  human  face,  or 
perhaps  the  artists  foimd  themselves  unequal  to  the 
task.  Mythological  subjects  were  bettor  suited  to  the 
nindus.  The  buU  of  Siva,  the  Singh  of  Durga,  the 
Garuda  of  Vishnu;  Gtmesa,  Hanuman,  and  similar 
devices,  predominated  until  the  latest  period  in  the  coins 
of  Southern  India  and  Ceylon ;  ^  or  until  the  progress  of 
Muhammadan  conquest  interdicted  the  privilege  of 
coining  to  the  tributary  Hindu  princes. 

^  Seo  plates  iii.  iv.  ^  Asiatic  Researches/  xvii. ;  and  Mr.  Wilson's  remarks  on 
the  *  R&m&tankas/  'Garuda-Madras,*  itc. 
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From  the  desultory  mode  in  which  materials  are  col- 
lected for  my  plates,  and  from  a  wish  to  avoid  delineating 
any  that  have  already  appeared  in  print,  it  is  impossible 
for  me  to  give  a  connected  train  of  Hindi  coins ;  and 
the  student  must  refer  to  the  plates  in  the  ^Asiatic 
Eesearches,'  vol.  xvii,  for  more  ample  information.  The 
medley  of  types  once  collected  and  jjreserved,  however, 
may  eventally  aflford  the  means  of  a  proper  classification, 
although  it  cannot  be  attempted  in  the  present  state  of 
our  scanty  knowledge. 

Fio.  1 1  is  an  unique  coin  in  Dr.  Swiney*8  possession.  I  have  a 
sealing-wax  impression,  from  the  sharpness  of  which  I  conclude  the 
original  to  be  of  gold. 

Obyebse. — ^A  horseman  mounted  and  holding  a  spear  with  the  right 
hand :  the  horse  is  ornamented  with  trappings  in  the  native  style.  A 
curious  scroll  or  symbol  appears  in  front. 

Eeyebsb. — Siva's  bull  kneeling  in  the  attitude  of  the  images  of 
Nandi  in  the  temples.  He  is  also  clothed  in  ornamental  trappings. 
Above,  are  characters  which  seem  to  form  the  words  ^  ^RT^  ^^  ^^' 
8amagr%  deva  in  ancient  N&garf ;  the  '^  written  1|  is  met  with  in  one 
of  the  inscriptions  decyphered  by  Wilford,  '  Asiatic  Besearches/  ix., 
104.  No  such  name  as  Samagri  Deva  occurs  in  the  catalogues  of  Hindu 
dynasties  of  Central  India  or  Magadhd ;  but  the  import  of  the  words 
may  perhaps  be  understood  as  an  honorific  appellation ;  ^97R|  signifies 
'whole/  *  entire.*  Were  it  possible  that  the  fourth  letter  were  an 
old  form  of  iff  we  might  ascribe  the  coin  to  Samanta  Deva,  the  first  of 
the  Ajmlr  princes,  who  reigned,  according  to  Wilson,  in  a.d.  500. 
But  such  a  conjecture  is  not  warrantable.  Wilford  says,  the  titles  of 
Sri  and  Deva  were  assumed  by  the  descendants  of  Kama,  as  'Sri 
Kama  Deva,'  ^  etc.  We  may  therefore  ascribe  this  coin  to  the  Andhra- 
jatiya  or  Andhra-bhritya  dynasty,  some  time  anterior  to  the  Muham- 
madan  invasion. 

[  This  class  of  coin  is  more  fuUy  described  in  the  text  il- 
lustrative of  pi.  XXV.  infrd.] 

Fig.  12. — ^Two  copper  coins  of  this  die  were  brought  by  Dr.  J.  M. 

1  <  Asiatic  BesearcheB,'  ix.  page  104. 
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Bramlej,  from  Nep41,  in  a  collectaon  of  the  ooinB  of  that  country ;  and 
I  have  inserted  a  drawing  of  them  here,  both  as  a  fair  pledge  that 
other  ancient  Hindu  coins  are  forthcoming  in  that  hitherto  unexplored 
region,  and  as  furnishing  some  very  legible  characters  in  a  class  of 
coin  of  frequent  occurrence,  both  in  gold  and  copper.  The  lion  or  Sinha 
on  the  reverse  agrees  with  fig.  8,  and  with  fig.  12  of  plate  ii.  The 
sitting  female  figure  on  the  obyerse  may  be  identified  with  figs.  1,  11, 
12,  13,  14,  16,  17,  and  40  of  Wilson,  and  with  the  fourth  series  of 
Tod ;  the  characters  are,  however,  of  a  different  class,  the  ^  for  in- 
stance, like  that  of  fig.  14,  in  the  last  plate,  more  resembke  the 
Beng&U  form  Wy  and  is  found  on  the  ancient  grants  and  inscriptions, 
between  the  fifth  and  twelfth  centuries.  The  nail-headed  character 
is  noticed  by  Col.  Tod,  as  predominating  in  all  the  inscriptions  of  the 
Mauri  princes  of  Chitor,  from  (S.  465  to  S.  1191)  A.D.  409  to  1135. 

[  Having  concluded  Prinsep's  original  paper^  Art.  IV., 
I  now  proceed  to  introduce  a  detailed  description  of  the 
coin  of  Abdullali  bin  H&zim  (pi.  v.  fig.  8) ;  and,  as  I  shall 
have  to  employ  an  xinexpectedly  large  amount  of  Pehlvi  type 
in  the  course  of  this  note,  I  think  it  may  be  as  well  that  I 
should  anticipate  the  exhibition  of  the  entire  alphabetical 
series  (which  I  had  designed  to  retain  for  the  Palasographic 
illustration  of  Art.  IX.),  and  insert  it  at  once  in  this  place. 

The  following  list  displays — First,  the  Pehlvi  alphabet  as 
pointed,  or  distinguished  by  diacritical  marks,  under  the  system 
of  the  modem  Pirsis ;  Secondly,  the  simple  or  normal  letters 
placed  in  juxtaposition  with  the  Arabic  characters,  to  whose 
several  phonetic  values  they  may  be  held  to  respond ;  Thirdly, 
the  modifications  to  which  the  simple  letters  are  subjected,  in 
their  combinations  with  one  another:  though  it  must  be 
remembered,  that  the  single  set  of  Arabic  equivalents  here 
inserted,  are  each  and  all  liable  to  permutation,  tmder  the 
same  rules  as  those  afiecting  the  variants  entered  in  the  second 
comparative  table. 
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^  [It  nill  be  Men  that  I  baTe  usually  departed  from  the  itrict  letter  of  the 
original,  in  the  Pernan  tranicription  of  the  redundant  final  )  »  ^,  for  which  I 
aabetitate  a  simple  tukkn,']  ' 


It 

diet 


''J 

.1 


64  OOIN  OF  ABDULLAH  BIN  HAZIIC.  [▲et.  it. 

The  Pehlvi  coins  of  the  entire  series  of  the  Arabian  Kha- 
lifs  and  local  governors,  are  mostly  uniform  in  type  and  device, 
of  which  the  engraved  specimen  may  be  accepted  as  an  ordi- 
nary example. 

It  bears,  on  its  obverse  face,  in  Peblvf  characters : 
To  the  left .     .     .     t^jjji^  =  \f^)Sfy 

On  the  margin,  in  rude  Xufic  letters,  dd)1*^ 
On  the  reverse  it  has : 
On  the  left  of  the  altar,  c:  ^,u^  ^JiJ^  »^  )fd^^  ^^  ^-^-  ^^- 
On  the  right  of  the  altar,  .     .     .    ^^  =  ^^J-^  Merv. 

To  give  a  general  idea  of  the  present  state  of  our  know- 
ledge of  this  series  of  coins,  I  annex  an  outline  list  of  those 
governors  of  whom  we  have  satisfactory  identifications,  together 
with  a  detail  of  the  chief  cities  wherein  they  struck  money. 

Arab  Khalifa  and  Oov^mora  of  Fertia,  ete,,  previous  to  th$  reform  of  the  coinage^ 
and  the  introduction  of  Kujle  ee  the  official  alphabet : — 

1.  Zi4d-i  Abu  Sofian.     .     .  a.  n^       Dardbgird,        a.h.  43.* 

»•  Hti^  A.H.  51, 53,54. 

c.  4i)g^  Basrah,  a.h.  55. 

D.  )j»n       Nahr[vdn,M.],  a.h.  52. 
£.  ^)  A.H.  52. 

p.  H()^(2^  A.H.  54. 

2.  Mo4via,  with  the  title  of 

'  Amfr  of  the  Koreish'!  *  a.  Dardbgird,        a.h.  43. 

1  [Mr.  Bardoe  Elliot,  of  Patna,  has  a  second  specimen  of  this  mintage.] 
3  [I most  not  omit  to  mention  that  I  stand  alone  in  this  interpretation;  Profenor 
Olshansen  and  Dr.  Mordtmann  heing  hoth  against  me :  the  former  originally  designed 
to  interpret  the  titular  legend  as  ^o  JcJb  J  jj^  *  the  girers  of  strength ;'  while  the 
latter,  correcting  hoth  Olshansen  and  myself,  adopts  the  yersion  of  ^IS  JCJb  J  ^\j^ 
deriving  the  first  word  from  the  Pehlvi  pMn*i*i  [|t^1^]  '^^/  <uid  translating  the 
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2. 

Modvia,  under  the  style  of 
'Abdullah,  Amfr  of  the 

Koreiflh' 

▲. 

Dirdbgird, 

A.H.53,54,57. 

3. 

Abduliahman-i  Zeid?     . 

c. 

Basrah/ 

A.H.  62. 

▲. 

Darabgird, 

A.H.  54. 

4. 

Obeidullah-i  Z(4d  .     .    . 

A. 

ff 

A.H.46,66.[»]« 

C. 

Basrah, 

A.H.   68,  69, 
60,  64. 

B. 

A.H.  68. 

Q. 

:S^ 

Yezd? 

A.H.  66,  68. 

5. 

Selim.iZ(4d     .    .    .    . 

O. 

Yezd? 

A.H.  66. 

H. 

f6\M 

Khuzistdn, 

A.H.  66.  [♦]» 

oompoond  as  'gijen  up  of  self'  or  <toal.' !  [' Zeitschrift,'  1864,  p.  167].  I  am  not 
Terj  aazioDs  to  insist  on  the  finality  or  ^nection  of  my  own  transcription  from 
any  giyen  Pehlfi  original  that  has  not  either  context  or  historical  authority  to 
snpport  it  A  glance  at  the  tahle  of  characters  exhibited  above  will  indicate,  in  a 
yery  modified  degree,  the  permutations  all  nnpuinted  Pehlvl  words  most  be  liable  to ; 

but,  when  to  this  I  add  that,  in  the  coin-writing,  the  jtft  '  u  usually  indistinguiBh- 
able  from  the  41  a  (i.e.  1  ^  -.  ^  or  &  ) ;  that  the  <«^  ah  may  be  transfonned,  at  the 
option  of  the  reader,  into  a  yery  extensiye  dirersity  of  literal  combinations,  I  may 
have  commenced  to  give  a  limited  idea  of  the  real  difficulties  to  be  contended  a^^st. 
Howerer,  to  return  to  the  true  test  of  original  documents,  I  am  in  a  position  to 
affirm,  apart  from  the  improbability  of  these  associations,  that  the  letters  on  the  five 
coins  I  haye  examined  will  not  answer  to  either  of  the  readings  suggested  in  oppo- 
idtion  to  my  own.] 

^  [Dr.  Mordtmann  asserts  that  the  ^  __j ,  which  I  conceive  to  be  an  abbreyiated 
form  of  4i)/>  J  Baarahf  ought  to  be  read  as^l  Bi^  and  be  held  to  stand  for 
"Bhhittun  (p.  169).  I  do  not  agree  with  him!  <  Journal  of  the  Boyal  Asiatic 
Society.'  xiii.  893]. 

>  [The  two  coins  marked  [*]  bear  on  their  reyerse  surfaces  the  written  date 
f^^^)H()H()  '  twenty-six.'  This  I  have  assumed  to  be  an  error,  or  an  imperfect 
rendering  of  *  sixty-six'  ('Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,'  xi.  290).  Dr. 
Mordtmann  does  not  appear  to  accent  my  rectification,  but  prefers  to  retain  the  ex- 
pressed numbers  in  all  tneir  original  crudity  (' Zeitschrift,'  1864,  pp.  154-167)  ;  and 
ne  ftuther  contributes  a  new  example  of  a  proximate  date,  *  twenty-seyen,'  which 
occurs  on  a  coin  of  ObeiduUah-i-Zl&d,  from  the  mint  numbered  27  in  his  list 
(p.  19) ;  and  classed  under  39  in  my  latest  plate  (*  Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic 
Society,  xiii.  pi.  iV  I  have  been  compelled  to  admit  the  apparent  issue  of  post- 
humous coins  in  tois  series  ('  Journal  or  the  Boyal  Asiat'c  Society,'  xiii.  408),  but 
J  am  scarcely  prenared  for  the  appearance  of  medals  foreshadowing  not  only  the 
coming  jnreatness,  but  even  anticipating  the  very  birth  of  those  whose  names  they 
bear !  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  if  the  coin  impressed  with  the  designation  of  Selim-i- 
Zilul,  associiited  with  the  number  26,  is  to  oe  attributed  in  accordance  with  Hiira 
dates,  it  must  haye  been  struck  some  ten  or  eleyen  years  before  the  ushering 
into  existence  of  that  indiyidual!  (Ockley,  quoting  MS.  Laud  161  a,  p.  231,  edition 
of  1718,  *  A.H.  61 '  'he  was  then  24  years  of  age.')  ] 
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[ait.  nr. 


5.  Selim-iZ(4d     .     .     .     .  i.  j))-f     Merv, 

J.   AiJji      Her4ty 

K.^^        Babdy  district 
of  Menr. 
L.  ^f»f)^)-^MexTalrud, 

6.  Texid,  under  the  style  and 

title  of '  AbduUah,  Amfr 
of  the  Eoreifih '  .     .     .  ▲. 


7.  Aumar-i  Obeidullah 


X. 

c. 

B. 

n. 


DddLbgiid, 

Basrah, 
|4»t!)4  Eermdn, 


M.    fft^ 


8.  Abdal    Azfz-i    Abdxdlah 

Amfr,  yii.  (pi.  iii. 
*  Journal  Eoyal  Asiatic 
Society/  xii.     ...  a. 

9.  Abdullah  bin  Zobeir,  xvii.  n. 
Abdullah-iZobeir^xiY.     .  n. 

„    unpublished.     .     .  ir. 
Abdullah,  'Amir  of  the 
Koreish/  xv.  2 .     .     .  x. 
„    ?  XY.  1  and  3  .     .v. 

10.  Abdullah-iHdzim.     .     .  i. 

L. 
0. 
K. 

11.  Muhammad-i  Abdullah  .  j. 

12.  Amrau-i  Abedoan  ?        .  h. 

13.  Abdal-malik,  'Amir  of  the 

Koreish/  xxiv. .     .     .  h. 
Abdal-maHk-i  Merw&n,zii  i. 

14.  Ehaled-i  Abdullah  ?      .  b. 

c. 


Khuzistan, 


Yezd, 
Eermdo, 


Merr, 
Mervalrud, 
)f^^iy  Balkh  ? 
Bab4, 
Herdt, 
Ehuzistdn, 


Merv, 


Basrah, 


A.H.  63  to  67 
continuously. 
A.H.  66,  67. 

A.H.  67. 
A.H.63,64,67. 


A.H.   60  (M. 

p.  160). 
▲.H.  63. 
A.H.  65. 
▲.H.  65. 
A.H.  68, 69, 70. 
A.H.  68,  69,70, 
A.H.  69,  70. 


A.H.  66. 
A.H.  62. 
A.H.  63. 
A.H.  69. 

A.H.  63. 
A.H.  66. 

A.H.  63-70. 

A.H.  69. 

A^.  67,68,69. 
A.H.  67,  68. 
A.H.  67. 
A.H.  72. 

A.H.  73. 
A.H.  75. 
A.H.  74. 
A.H.  75. 
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15.  ICdhallib-i  Abu  Safrah    .  b.  a.h.  75,  76. 

▲.  Daribgird,  a.h.  76. 

16.  0miah4  Abdullah.    .     .  p.  Y^fA(jfH()^  Seiatan,      a-h.  73. 

a.  Y^Jkftii^Y^       KhuT^sin,  a.h.  73. 

L.  Mervalrudy  a.h.  74. 

17.  Hqaj   bin  Yusaf  {Name 

in  Kufic) B.  HC)^  A.H.  78,  79, 

80,  81. 

H.    f»)4l  A.H.  78. 

Even  the  reduced  list  of  the  coins  of  the  earlj  Arab  Go- 
Yemors^  which  I  here  transcribe^  demands  a  certain  amount  of 
conunent  in  reference  to  that  most  perplexing  enquiry — the 
identification  of  the  Pehlvi  names  of  mints ;  more  especially 
as  a  writer  whose  learning  and  numismatic  opportunities  I 
have  reason  to  respect,  has,  in  some  instances,  arrived  at  con- 
clusions opposite  to  my  own. 

My  last  Essay  on  the  subject  does  not  appear  to  have 
reached  Dr.  Mordtmann*s  hands  till  after  he  had  completed 
lus  most  recent  memoir  on  Sassanian  coinages ';  so  that  I  have 
the  advantage  of  him  in  the  independent  evidence  I  have 
collected ;  and  which  he  had  had  no  means  of  considering 
when  he  expressed  many  of  the  opinions  from  which  I  dissent. 
Dr.  Mordtmann  has  been  more  fortunate  than  myself  in  access 
to  the  striking  amount  of  specimens  he  quotes  in  such  elaborate 
detail ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  my  materials  have  been  more 
complete  in  the  Arabian  section  of  the  Pehlvi  series,  to  which 
alone  I  am  about  to  advert.  So  that,  although  Dr.  Mordtmann 
counts  his  imperial  Sassanians  almost  by  thousands,  he  has  not 
added  a  single  Arab  to  my  list,  nor  suggested  any  satisfactorily 


>  [My  earliest  miper  dates  June,  1849 :  <  Journal  of  the  Boval  Asiatic  Society,' 
xii,  p.  258.— Dr.  Jfordtmanik's  first  article  was  published  in  tne  <  Zeitscbrift '  of 
1860.-— My  second  notice  on  the  subject  appeared  in  the  *  Jommal  of  the  Boyal 
Asiatic  Socie^/  for  1852,  ziii.  p.  371.— Dr.  Moidtmann's  last  Essay  will  be  found 
in  the  'Zeitscnrift'  for  1864  :  his  supplementary  note  to  which  is  dated  *  Constanti- 
nople, 27th  June,  1853.*] 
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improved  *  reading  for  either  my  accepted  or  conjectural  tran- 
scriptions of  the  names  of  the  early  warriors  of  Isl&m. 

Of  the  mints  above  enumerated,  I  have  to  notice  seven, 
in  the  assignment  of  which  we  do  not  concur.  The  first  in 
order  of  the  undetermined  names  is  that  expressed  by  me  in 
modem  Pehlvi  as  ^^^0^^*  T>r,  Mordtmann  objects  both  to  the 
transcription  itself,  and  to  my  rendering  it  into  Arabic  as  \^,  on 
the  following  grounds : — First,  that  the  Pehlvi  nomenclature 
should  necessarily  follow  an  Aramsean  origmal,  and  not  an 
Arabic  one ;  Secondly,  that  the  old  Persian  name  of  the  place 
in  question  was  dx^luuJ  and  not  Beizi;  Thirdly,  that  the 
original  three  letters  on  the  coins  read  palpably  as  4u^ ,  Uj 
Besa  or  Fesa. 

In  reply  to  the  first  argument,  I  would  remark,  as  regards 
the  Aramsean  reqidsition,  that  I  was  not  aware  it  had  yet  been 
conceded  that  Pehlvi  was  definitively  or  exclusively  a  lan- 
guage of  that  class ;  besides  which  it  is  very  doubtful  how 
much  the  word  l>4rj  itself  is  peculiarly  Arabic ;  we  have  fo^ 
and  Chaldee  p3>,  pw,  and  fin,  besides  the  Persian  ifjJj  '  white/* 

^  [Dr.  MoTdtmann  has  essayed  to  correct  my  reading  of  No.  zxiii  by  snbetitatiiig 
j^Ul^  i^]ji^y  for  j^ULu-*  4^\^^-JUJ\.  If  there  were  any  historical  sup- 
port for  the  alteration  suggested,  I  should  not  be  disposed  to  object  to  minor  ortho- 
graphical discrepancies,  out  this  seems  to  me  to  be  a  mere  Aitile  attempt  to 
alter  without  amending ;  it  is  easy  to  show  that  Arab  names,  in  the  imperfect 
expression  of  the  orinnals  through  the  medium  of  the  limited  and  inin)propriate 
Pehlvi  character,  might  be  subjected  to  an  almost  endless  variety  of  transformations. 
But,  even  conceduig  the  new  version  of  the  patronymic  (which  is  not  at  all  jus- 
tified by  the  form  of  the  second  letter,  or  the  absence  of  the  duplication  of  the  JSi 

which  is  constant  in  Mohallib's  own  coins),  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  name  of 
'Nomaira'  does  not  appear  in  the  detail  of  the  sons  of  Mohallib,  ten  in  number, 
enumerated  by  Tabari,  whereas  the  designation  of  HjJl^  figures  at  the  head  of  the 


list ;  and  Moghaira  is  further  noticed  by  that  author  as  dying  in  Khor6slji,  in  82  a.h., 
while  his  father  was  occupied  beyond  the  Oxus  (Tabari,  cap.  107).  The  casual 
record  of  his  death  in  this  mere  rhumi  of  history,  may  be  taken  to  indicate  that  he 
had  arrived  at  some  mark  and  prominence  during  his  lifetime.  (See  also  Ibn 
Kotaiba,  Gott.  1860,  p.  |  V  V.)] 

»  [So  also  pa,  Gr.  3^<r<ro*,  Byastu^  "'cloth  of  Byssus,'  so  called  from  ita 
whiteness."  Gesenius.  YuUers  continues  the  comparison  thus,  ^^  ij->%  (also)  it^ 
purus,  (*  C;'*',»  peculiariter.  Sine  dubio  est  hind.  JLuuLj,  quod  etiiuu  ^.^_iJv  et 
^JLJMi  scribitur,  et  e  S.  ft^ff  ortum  est."] 
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Next;  in  respect  to  the  Persian  name  of  '  Bei2&/  as  given 
by  Abulfeda  from  Ibn  Haukal^  il^Uw,  I  would  obserre  that 
Fesa  likewise  had  another  name  in  olden  time^yiz.^  ^ILjI:J«  j  a\j  ^ 
and  in  neither  case  do  we  know  when  the  changes  in  nomen- 
clature occurred ;  but^  while  objecting  to  insufficient  reasoning, 
I  can  concede  much  to  an  argument  that  is  not  urged  against 
me,  which  is  that  Um»  appears  as  a  mint  city  in  the  immediately 
sequent  series  of  Kufic  mintages,  while  Beiz&  only  occurs  in 
LlJ\  ^,  Derbend.' 

Lastly,  I  would  most  willingly  surrender  aU  opposi- 
tion, if  my  fac-similes,  and  the  original  coins  I  am  able 
to  refer  to,  would  permit  my  reading  the  name  as  Dr 
Mordtmann  does,  mj»\  ;  but,  although  in  some  specimens 
the  word  might  be  so  rendered,  yet  the  clearest  examples 
from  Firoz  (458,  488  a.d.)  to  Hejaj  bin  Yusaf,  almost  in- 
variably separate  the  second  letter,  which  I  suppose  to  be 
an  ^  e  from  the  preceding  and  following  consonants ;  and 
the  Uroz  coin  (in  the  British  Museum),  which  is  my 
starting  point,  gives  the  third  letter  as  a  clear  and  manifest 
Sassanian  ^,  the  definite  outline  of  which  character,,  as  it 
was  then  the  custom  to  shape  it,  scarcely  admits  a  doubt  of  its 
true  value.  Otherwise,  Fesa  would  be  to  me  the  best  and  most 
obvious  reading,'  but  both  the  ^  and  the  ^  are  clearly  op-, 
posed  to  its  acceptance;  neither,  on  the  other  hand,  must  I 
admit,  does  .jq^  satisfactorily  render  the  Arabic  l^ ; — ^but 
as  the  geographical  question  involved  merely  extends  to 
the  choice  of  one  city  or  another  in  a  given  province,  the 
whole  of  which  province  ordinarily  belonged  to  the  Arab 
governors  on  whose  coins  the  name  of  the  town  appears, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  doubt  which  need  greatly  disturb  my 
arrangement  of  the  general  series. 

The  next  mint  in  my  list  above  quoted,  in  which  we  do 

1  [Hamza  Isfah&ni.] 

*  [Stickel,  p.  8 ;  Frahn,  a.h.  81,  p.  7.] 

'  [  See '  Journal  of  the  Boyal  Asiatic  Society/  xii.,  300,  note.] 
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not  fully  accord^  ift  that  marked  D,  wbich  Dr.  Mordtmann 
accepts  as  Nahry&n ;  from  the  early  Sassanian  examples  of  the 
monogram  that  I  had  met  with,  where  the  letters  a  and  h 
are  often  discriminated,  I  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
a  was  the  preferable  transcription  for  the  second  character  in 
our  tri-literal  compound.  (See  my  mint  No.  86  *  Journal  of 
the  Boyal  Asiatic  Society/  xiii.)-  But  as  neither  this  nor  the 
two  following  mints  are  of  frequent  occurrence,  the  historical 
points  dependent  upon  their  due  appropriation  are  too  slight  to 
need  any  lengthened  comment  in  this  place.^ 

The  mint  marked  G  (No.  4%  of  my  last  Ust)  I  have  always 
expressed  doubts  about.*  I  was  once  inclined  to  look  upon  it 
as  jS^  Yezd,  but  my  faith  in  the  attribution,  never  strong, 
has  been  further  shaken  by  the  discovery  of  another  ortho- 
graphical form  for  the  same  name,  viz,,  fft^^  Eshi, — ^though 
this  objection  would  be  by  no  means  insuperable.  However, 
under  no  circiunstances  can  I  agree  with  Dr.  Mordtmann,  who 
desires  to  make  the  compound  into  *o  Sikestdn.  If  my  diffi- 
culties as  to  the  non-conquest  of  Yezd  by  the  Arabs  at  so 
early  a  date  of  the  Hijra  as  appears  on  the  class  of  <Uit|MW 
coins  bearing  this  monogram,  are  to  hold  good,  these  ob- 
stacles will  tell  with  increased  force  against  the  more  extended 
conquest  of  Sejest&n;  but  I  join  issue  more  definitively  on 
the  forms  of  the  letters  on  the  coins  themselves,  which  I 
have  examined,  transcribed,  and  copied  in  facHumile  in  my 
own  plate  i.  No.  4S,'  and  no  human  ingenuity  that  I  am 
master  of  could  ever  enable  me  to  transform  the  final  d  into 
the  f  which  'Sikest&n'  is  asserted  to  require  in  its  initial 
syllable ! 

1  [I  may,boweTer,ob6erTe,#NiMMffit<,tliftttherouiom6whstof  a  wantofoonnstency 
in  Br.  Mordtmann's  renderings,  as  tested  inUr  h  :  he  accepts  a  Pehlyi  reading  for 
UJ  with  the  long  £  in  the  first  syllable  (See  his  No.  17,  pp.  15,  158),  while  in  his 
Pehlyi  mint  for  jy  LuLJ  he  deprives  the  name  of  that  requisite  vowel  (No.  26,  p.  19)] 

^  ['Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,'  xii.  pp.  281,  325;  xiii.  408] 

3  [<  Journal  of  the  Boyal  Asiatic  Society,'  xiii.] 
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The  monogram  h  is  assigned  hesitatingly  ^  by  Dr.  Mordt- 
mann  to  And&mesh  ^A^f  Jj\  in  Khuzistdn^  I  prefer  to  retain  it 
as  fftpi  Huth^  for  qu$  Khuzist&n. 

The  mint  indicated  by  the  letter  K^  I  assign  to  one  of  the 
districts  of  Merr;*  some  such  locality  must  needs  be  claimed 
for  it,  from  its  frequent  occurrence  on  the  coins  of  the 
governors  of  Khor&in,  or  of  those  connected  with  them, 
combined  with  its  non-appearance  on  the  money  of  the 
administrators  of  more  westerly  provinces.  Dr.  Mordtmann 
once  ventured  to  read  it  as  Babylon ;'  having  abandoned  that 
interpretation,  he  now  desires  to  make  it  msi  ^  die  Pforte,' 
and  to  apply  it  to  the  '  Besidenz '  at  Madain,  or  any 
other  seat  of  government.* 

The  mint  f6^  sty  classed  under  the  letter  M,  is  declared 
by  Dr.  Mordtmann,  in  accord  with  M.  Olshausen,"  to  represent 
js?^\  (Arab,  j^r**^!  )  PersepoUs.  That  it  typifies  some  mint  not 
very  distantly  removed  from  that  part  of  the  country  is  clear, 
from  its  association  with  (B)  Hg^,  (H)  f»)4»  and  (N)  Kerman 
on  the  coins  of  Aumar-i-Obeidullah,  who  governed  Persia,  etc., 
for  Mos&b,  but  I  do  not  adopt  its  attribution  to  Persepolis,  as  I 
am  not  prepared  to  read  js?^\  without  the  initial  \. 

I  have  classed  the  entire  set  of  the  terminal  additions  to  the 
simple  name  of  Kerm&n,  under  the  general  heading  of  that 
province  (marked  N),  as  my  space,  already  too  much  encroached 
upon,  will  scarcely  admit  of  the  elucidation  of  the  various 
details  necessary  to  the  full  determination  of  the  several 
localities  involved. 


»  [Page  18,  No.  22,  "  ©50  oder  toJM."     Taf.  W.  No.  24.] 

3  [My  authority  for  this  is  the  *  MnrfLrid-ul-Ittila.    The  following  is  the  original 
passage:— 

[.j^  Ja*j\j  <d«^  ^Lj  [fc^V'^]  ^^,  ^-^V  ijiij'  ij<^^ 

'  [*  Zeitschrift  dor  Deutschen  morgenlandischen  Gesellschaft,'  1850,  p.  93.] 
*  [*  Zeitschrift,'  1864,  page  12.] 
»  [Page  13.] 
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The  mint  city  embodied  in  the  letters  }f^'^(yfy  I  still  con- 
sider to  be  the  ancient  Balkh,  in  spite  of  much  that  I  am  aware 
may  be  urged  against  the  attribution.^  Under  any  circtan- 
stances,  however^  I  look  upon  Dr.  Mordtmann's  notion  of  any 
possible  transformation  of  the  word  into  j^t^jj  Z4bulistin, 
as  simply  out  of  the  question ;  more  especially  as  the  Indo- 
Sassanian  coins  have  already  furnished  us  with  the  true 
Fehlvi  orthography  of  that  name  in  the  form  of  yH^^y^ 

There  are  a  few  mints  whose  attribution  is  altogether  un- 
certain^ which,  like  the  names  of  many  of  the  governors  of 
whom  we  have  no  historic  record,  I  have  intentionally  omitted 
from  this  general  summary.  The  full  details  of  each  may  be 
considted  in  the  several  papers  of  Dr.  Mordtmann  and  myself 
referred  to  above, — E.T.] 


1  [^Vendid&d,' Anqaetil  da  Perron,  i.  226.  Heeren,  ii.  818.  tf oses  of  Chorene,  II. 
c.  ii.  pp.  54, 188.] 

*  [*  Journal  of  the  Royal  AriatiG  Society/  xii.  848.] 


73 


v.— DISCOVERY  OF  AN  ANCIENT  TOWN  NEAR 
BEHAT,  IN  THE  DOiB  OP  THE  JAMNl 
AND  GANGES. 

By  Gapt.  P.  T.  Cautlbt,  Superintendent^  Do4b  Canal. 

{Extract  of  a  letter  read  at  a  Meeting  of  the  Aeiatie  8oeiety  of  Bengal^  30M  Jan.  1834.) 

"  I  haTO  thifl  day  despatched  for  the  muBeam  a  nrnnber  of  coins  of  unasaal 
interest,  from  their  haying  been  found  on  the  site  of  an  ancient  (apparently  Hindti) 
town,  which  site  is  now  seventeen  feet  below  the  general  surface  of  the  country,  and 
upwards  of  twenty-five  below  that  of  a  modem  town  near  it  I  wiU  confine  myself 
in  this  hasty  notice  to  stating,  that  in  consequence  of  the  clearing  out  of  the  canal 
bed  south  of  the  Belka  falls,  near  the  town  of  Behat,  north  of  Sah&ranpfir,  the 
exposure  took  place ;  and  on  the  canal  being  laid  dry  shortly  afterwards,  the  coins, 
etc.,  were  found  amongst  the  shingle  in  its  bed.  I  may  mention  that  this  line  is 
altogether  distinct  from  that  which  is  said  to  have  formed  the  ancient  canal;  and, 
therefore,  even  were  there  not  evident  marks  to  the  contrary,  there  can  be  no 
quibbling  as  to  the  articles  having  been  transported.  In  the  present  case,  the 
se^on  directly  above  the  inhumed  city  is  as  follows,  the  surface  of  the  country  at  that 
point  being,  however,  much  lower  than  that  on  which  the  town  of  Behat  stands  :— 

A.  Grass  jungle  with  cultivation  on  the  surface  of  the  country  

B.  Biversand  2|feet. 

C.  A  seam  of  sand  with  traces  of  shingle 

D.  Beddish  cla)^  mixed  with  sand  12|feet. 

£.  Site  of  ancienttown 

F.  Black  soil  ML  of  pots,  bones,  etc.,  in  which  the  coins  and  other  articles 

have  been  discovered  6  feet. 

G.  Bed  of  canal,  23  feet  below  the  surface. 

^  The  level  at  E,  or  the  site  of  the  ancient  town,  is  distinct  in  section  for  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile ;  and  were  it  not  for  the  breaking  down  of  banks,  etc.,  it  might  be 
traced  much  ftffther :  the  soil  upon  which  the  town  appears  to  have  stood  is  very 
black,  and  fUl  of  bones  and  broken  pots  of  different  descriptions,  bricks  of  a  laige 
size  and  of  unusual  shape,  appearing  as  if  they  had  been  made  to  suit  the  circular 
form  of  weUs ;  pieces  of  the  slag  of  iron-smelting  furnaces  (such  a  thing  as  smelting 
iron  at  Behat  was  never  heard  of),  arrow-heads,  rings,  ornaments  and  beads  of  diffe- 
rent descriptions ;  in  short,  an  Oriental  Herculaneum,  for  there  appears  every  chance 
of  the  discoveries  being  extended  hereafter.  The  appearance  of  small  pieces  of 
kankar  ^  (amongst  the  shingle),  of  which  I  also  send  one  or  two  specimens,  is  an 
extraordinary  feature,  as  kankar  is  not  known  in  this  part  of  the  country.*^ 


^  8.    (^  kanTcar^  '  a  nodule  of  limestone.* 
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Note. — ^The  probable  date  of  Captain  Cautley's  sub- 
terranean city,  to  whatever  cause  its  inhumation  may  be 
attributed,  can  be  pretty  well  placed  within  cognate 
limits  through  the  very  fortunate  discovery  of  many 
coins  imbedded  in  the  same  place  with  the  bricks  and 
bones.  The  coins  belong  to  three  different  species 
already  made  known  through  Mr.  Wilson's  paper  on  the 
Society's  cabinet.* 

I.  The  Indo-Scythic  coin,  or  that  having  the  figure 
of  a  man  in  a  coat  of  mail,  offering  something  on  a  small 
altar  (Nos.  23  to  33,  plate  ii.  *  Asiatic  Besearches,'  xvii.) 
which  has  been  referred  with  much  probability  to  the 
Christian  era  :— of  this  only  one  coin  is  recognizable  out 
of  twenty-six. 

II.  The  chief  part  of  the  coins  belongs  to  the  series 
No.  69,  plate  iii.  of  the  same  volume,  of  which  nothing 
at  all  is  known ;  only  two  have  hitherto  been  seen,  one 
of  which  was  dug  up  in  cutting  the  trench  of  the  new 
road  from  Allahdbad  to  Benares:  this,  however,  was 
square,  as  was  a  duplicate  in  Colonel  Mackenzie's  collec- 
tion, but  all  those  now  brought  to  light  are  circular : 
they  are  identified  with  it  by  the  elephant  on  one  side, 
and  by  one  or  more  singular  monograms.  Some  of  them 
differ  considerably  in  other  respects,  having  a  Brahmanf 
bull  on  the  reverse,  and  an  inscription  in  unknown 
characters  round  the  edge. 

III.  The  third  species  of  coin  is  of  silver.  A  square 
lump  with  no  regular  impression,  but  simply  stamped 
with  various  Chhdps,^  as  might  have  been  the  custom 

»  Sec  *  Asiatic  Researches,'  vol.  xvii. 
*  (»^l^:»^  chhdp,  *  seal,  impression.' 
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anterior  to  the  general  introduction  of  coined  money. 
Of  this  ancient  coin,  the  Mackenzie  collection  furnishes 
abundant  examples  (plate  v.  figures  101  to  108),  but  his 
researches  altogether  Mled  in  ascertaining  their  date,  or 
eyen  their  genuineness,  both  which  points  are  now  satis- 
fectorily  developed  by  the  present  discovery.  They  must 
all  date  posterior  to  the  Indo-Scythic  dynasties  in  Bactria, 
and  belong  to  a  period  when  (as  in  China  at  present) 
silver  was  in  general  current  by  weight,  while  the  inferior 
metals  (for  all  of  the  present  coins  are  not  of  copper) 
were  circulated  as  tokens  of  a  fixed  nominal  value. 

This  discovery  alone  would  be  of  great  value,  but  it 
is  only  one  of  innumerable  points  for  which  we  may 
eagerly  expect  elucidation  from  this  Herculaneum  of  the 
East. 

The  appearance  and  state  of  the  tooth  and  bone  sent 
down  are  also  of  high  interest;  they  are  not  entirely 
deprived  of  their  animal  matter,  though  it  is  in  a  great 
measure  replaced  by  carbonate  of  lime.  The  tooth  is  of 
the  same  size,  and  belongs  to  an  animal  of  the  same 
family  (Euminant),  as  those  found  in  the  Jamnd,  pre- 
sented by  Captain  E.  Smith  at  the  last  meeting ;  but  the 
mineralization  in  the  latter  has  been  completed,  whereas 
in  these  it  remains  imperfect. 
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FURTHEE  ACCOTINT  OF  THE  REMAINS  OF  AN  ANCIENT 
TOWN,  DISCOVERED  AT  BEHAT,  nbab  SAHARANPUR, 

By  Capt.  P.  T.  Cautlet,  Supt.,  Doab  Canal. 
(/»  a  letter  to  the  Secretary,  read  at  the  Meeting  of  the  SOth  AprU,  1834.) 

'*  With  more  coins  and  other  articles  that  hare  been  fonnd  in  our  Hercnlanenm, 
I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  sending  a  sketch  of  the  coantrj  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Behat,^  which  will  be  more  descriptiye  of  the  ancient  town,  with  the  sise  and  extent 
of  the  moontain  torrents  in  its  Ticinity,  than  any  explanation  that  I  conld  give  in 
writing :  the  total  absence,  moreoTer,  of  any  tradition  of  its  haying  existed,  and  the 
little  information  to  be  gained  from  natives  on  subjects  of  this  nature,  unless  coming 
under  their  immediate  obeenration,  places  me  in  dependence  solely  on  the  few  notes 
that  I  have  by  me,  which  I  fear  are  hardly  worthy  of  the  notice  of  the  Society. 

**  Tradition,  but  eren  that  of  the  vaguest  description,  carries  us  hack  to  the  reign 
of  Sh&h  Jahlm,  as  well  as  to  that  of  Muhammad  Sh&h  and  his  successors  at  the  dis- 
solution of  the  empire.  Shlih  Jah&n  built  a  palace  or  hunting  seat  at  the  foot  of  the 
lower  range  of  hills  on  a  branch  of  the  Jamnli  river,  about  fourteen  miles  north  of 
Behat.  This  palace,  which  consists  of  a  main  quadrangle  of  800  feet  square,  with 
numerous  buildings  and  minor  courts  attached,  is  now  in  perfect  ruin,  the  super- 
structure only  remaining  in  a  few  places,  and  that  entangled  and  held  together  by 
arms  and  roots  of  the  Bur  (Ficus  Indica)  and  other  jungle  trees ;  at  Raipur,  Nyashahr, 
Fyz6b&d,  and  other  places  between  Behat  and  this  palace  are  remains  of  the  same 
period  in  the  shape  of  mosques,  tombs,  etc. ;  and  the  forests  in  the  neighbourhood 
contain  marks  of  a  once  extended  cultivation,  and  indication  of  the  country  having 
been  more  thickly  inhabited  than  it  is  at  present.  It  may  be  fairly  presumed  that 
all  the  Musalm&n  buildings  now  in  existence  in  these  localities  are  due  to  a  period 
posterior  to  the  middle  of  the  17th  century.  Behat  itself  contains  a  mosque  and 
tomb  near  it,  with  only  one  brick  house  or  enclosure,  but  a  number  of  masonry  weUs, 
and  ifl  said  to  have  be«a  a  large  town  at  the  period  alluded  to ;  but  the  ruins  and 
tombs  pointed  out  as  the  remains  of  this  era  are  south  of  the  present  town,  and  jn 
quite  a  di£Eerent  direction  to  the  antiquities  that  have  been  now  discovered. 

**  To  a  person  at  all  acquainted  with  the  strange  revolutions  that  take  place  on 
the  surface,  in  the  proximity  of  these  mountain  "torrents,  provindally  termed  'r&os,' 
the  mere  change  of  the  river's  course,  or  an  extensive  deposit  of  sand  on  a  wide  sur- 
face, thereby  laying  waste  large  tracts  of  cultivable  soil,  would  not  be  at  all  sur- 
prising :  such  changes  are  in  constant  progress,  and  things  of  annual  occurrence ! 
The  course  of  the  Nog&on  r&o  has  been  so  altered  within  the  last  half  century, 
according  to  the  information  of  a  respectable  Zamindftr  or  landholder  who  resides  at 
Behat,  that  the  features  of  the  country  are  perfectiy  changed  since  his  childhood  : 
he  mentions  (a  circumstance  borne  out  by  my  excavations),  that,  in  his  recollection, 
<  all  the  country  between  the  two  rivers  through  which  the  present  canal  runs,  and 
on  which  the  Belka  Falls  are  now  constructed,  was  a  low  day  soil  (dh6ka),  with  rice 

1  [  Omitted  in  this  reprint.  Colonel  Sir  P.  T.  Cautiev  has  been  obliging  enough 
to  revise  for  me  such  portions  of  this  paper  as  were  dependent  upon  the  origmal  map 
for  due  illustration.] 
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ciiltivation ;  that  ibis  tract  now  is  raised  fiye  hfct'hs  (cabits)  by  a  deposit  of  sandi 
caused  by  one  yery  seyere  rainy  season,  in  which  the  present  town  of  Behat  was  in 
jeopardy/  This  exactly  corresponds  with  the  canal  ezcaTatioDs,  the  superficial  fire 
to  sereD  leet  of  which  was  sand,  reposing  on  a  reddish  sandy  day ;  the  section  at  the 
point  where  the  ancient  town  is  buried  shows  the  nine  deposit  of  4J  feet  with  the 
same  sobstratom  of  day !  The  Behat  kh61a  or  laTine  opening  out  into  the  Mnskura 
river  is  said  to  hare  been  much  enlarged  by  the  andent  canal,  when  great  nuschief  was 
done  to  the  neighbourhood;  referring  to  the  last  attempt  at  making  use  of  this  line 
as  a  canal  by  the  BohiUa,  Z&bita  Eh&n,  who  has  the  credit  of  haying  carried  water  to 
the  town  of  JaUd&b&d  and  Ids  fortified  camp  Gousgarh.  I  also  desire  to  adyert  to 
the  strange  tortuous  outline  of  this  rayine,  as  near  it  lies  the  old  town  at  a  depth  of 
seyenteen  foot  from  the  surfiice,  with  a  super  deposit  of  12|  feet  of  a  reddish  sandy 
day. 

"  The  Huskura  and  Nog&on  are  torrents  from  the  Siwalik  hills,  running  parallel 
to  each  other  in  a  north-westerly  direction.  These  torrents  are  separated  by  a  tract 
of  alluyial  country,  which  is  contracted  to  a  width  of  If  mile  at  the  point  where  the 
town  of  Behat  (which  lies  equally  distant  between  them)  is  situated.  A  rayine,  rising 
on  the  north-east  of  Behai,  drains  this  alluyial  tract,  and  falls  into  the  Muskura  at  a 
point  south  of  and  bdow  the  town.  The  natiye  engineer  who  originally  designed 
the  Dofcb  Canal,  and  who  in  all  cases  took  posseadon  as  &r  as  he  could  of  natural 
hollows,  ezcayated  a  channd  from  the  Nogfcon  torrent  to  the  head  of  the  rayine  aboye 
mentioned,  taking  adyantage  thereby  of  the  lower  part  of  its  course  for  the  passage 
of  the  canal  water.  The  difference  of  leyd  between  the  bed  of  the  Nog&on  (which, 
it  wiU  be  understood,  is  the  most  northerly  of  the  two  torrents),  and  that  of  the 
Huskura,  at  the  point  where  the  rayine  joined  it,  was  twenty-one  feet ;  the  length 
of  canal  channel,  with  all  the  tortuodties  of  direction  taken  up  by  the  engineer,  was 
about  three  miles.  The  ayerage  £eQ1  or  decliyity  of  bed  per  mile,  therefore,  was  seyen 
feet ;  the  bed  itself  consisted  of  sand  and  soil  intrindcally  alluyial. 

*'  Now,  it  may  be  supposed  that  had  the  canal  water  been  allowed  to  pass  oyer 
this  line  without  masonry  or  works  of  some  sort  to  protect  it  from  erodon,  the  wear 
and  tear  arising  from  a  rapid  under  such  circumstances  would  in  a  yery  short  space 
of  time  haye  brought  the  whole  of  the  torrent  of  the  Noglu)n  into  the  channd  of  the 
Huskura,  thereby  establishing  a  permanent  junction  between  the  two  torrents  at  a 
point  below  the  town  of  Behat. 

"  The  existence  at  the  present  day  of  these  torrents  on  separate  courses  led  to  the 
inference  that  here  were  the  difficulties  that  interfered  with  the  engineer  in  his 
original  project.  It  was  probable  that  the  canal,  if  eyer  opened  at  all,  was  only 
maintained  as  an  open  channd  for  a  limited  period ;  or  that,  on  discoyering  the 
danger  arising  from  such  an  excess  of  slope  as  twenty-one  feet  in  three  miles,  the 
engineer  had  adopted  the  expedient  of  oyercoming  the  difficulty  by  the  construction 
of  masonry  works :  the  expodtion  of  the  old  foundations  and  brick- work,  accom- 
panied by  other  remains  to  which  I  haye  latdy  drawn  your  attention,  might  haye 
been  the  ruins  of  these  ancient  canal  works.  Such  was  the  first  impression  on  my 
mind  on  hearing  that  ruins  had  been  laid  bare  at  this  particular  spot,  and  it  was  in 
full  expectation  of  haying  this  yiew  realized  that  my  yidt  to  them  was  undertaken. 
An  examination  of  the  locality  placed  all  doubt  out  of  the  question.  There  was  a 
distinct  stratum  of  black  soil  at  a  condderable  depth  from  the  surface  of  the  country, 
not  confined  to  a  narrow  limit,  but  extending  to  a  condderable  distance  along  the 
line  of  canal.  The  section  exhibited  by  the  canal  channel  was  marked  by  the  remains 
of  a  brick  wall  in  titUf  with  here  and  there  irr^;ular  masses  of  brick  work,  all  of 
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wliich  were  eonflned  to  the  itnitom  above  aUnded  to,  wbkh  in  iti  chazaeter  waa 
predflely  that  of  the  soil  on  the  rite  of  deierted  towna  and  Tillagei  now  ezuting 
eliewheze,  ricli  in  broken  pieces  of  pottery,  bonee,  iciiUb,  etc  etc.  There  could  be 
no  donbt  of  the  (hct  that  here  was  the  rite  of  a  town  or  Tillage  bnrried  under  the 
material  brought  down  hj  the  neighbouring  torrents,  and  by  the  drift  sands  which 
to  the  present  day  axe  a  remarkable  feature  of  the  country  around  Behat.  The 
remains  were  distinctly  those  of  domestic  habitations,  and  were  totally  unoonneeted 
with  works  for  canal  purposes.  At  what  period  the  catastrophe  occurred  which  led 
to  the  desertion  of  the  town,  it  is  hopeless  to  inquire ;  but  I  have  no  doubt  that  there 
are  many  other  towns  similarly  rituated,  and  that  aeridental  circumstances  like  those 
which  haTe  led  to  the  present  discorery,  will  show  that  population  existed  in  this 
region  when  the  whole  surface  was  on  a  much  lower  level  than  it  is  at  present^ 
That  the  town  is  of  great  antiquity,  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and  to  those  con- 
veraant  in  such  matters— and  I  cannot  refer  to  one  better  able  to  give  an  opinion  than 
yourself—the  coins  which  I  have  submitted  to  you  may  offer  the  means  of  unravelliDg 
the  mystery. 

^  The  sorfsoe  of  the  country  on  which  the  town  of  Behat  stands  does  not  exhibit 
any  distinct  barin  or  hollow ;  on  the  contrary,  one  continuous  dope  with  indentations 
at  each  of  the  rivers  is  a  remarkable  feature.  The  proximity  of  the  sand-ridges  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  town  and  rite  of  the  ruins,  and  the  directions 
in  which  they  have  established  themselves,  might  lead  to  speculations ;  but  these  are 
just  as  well  avoided;  for  if,  as  we  must  allow  (from  finding  shingle  and  old  beds  of 
rivers  many  foet  below  the  present  surftuse)  the  surftuse  has  been  undergoing  change* 
we  have,  with  the  agency  of  mountain  streams  and  winds,  data  suflicient  to  shew 
that  the  inhumation  of  a  city  was  nothing  at  aU  extraordinary. 

« It  may  be  interesting,  with  reference  to  the  constant  change  of  surface  in  this 
region,  to  mention,  that  when  engaged  in  constructing  a  bridge  at  the  village  of 
Oandewar,  about  two  miles  higher  up  the  canal  than  the  Nog6on  rlu>,  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  water  for  the  works  was  such,  that  I  waa  induced  to  sink  a  shaft  in  the 
canal  bed.  The  well  was  sunk  thirty  feet  to  water;  the  upper  twenty  feet  waa 
through  the  reddish  sandy  clay  above-mentioned,  below  which  was  shingle  or  boulders 
exactly  resembling  those  found  now  in  the  beds  of  aU  these  rivers ;  through  ten 
foet  of  this  shingle  water  was  found.  This  nearly  corresponds  with  the  bed  of 
shingle  now  laid  bare  south  of  the  Belka  FaUs,  and  amongst  which  the  coins,  etc 
have  been  found ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is  all  part  of  an  extenrive  line  formerly 
the  bed  of  the  escapes  from  the  lower  mountains.  If  this  is  true,  it  goes  far  to 
prove  a  circumstance  that  I  before  mentioned  in  a  communication  to  the  Society, 
that  the  enormous  discharge  of  matter  from  these  lower  hills  is,  in  its  distribution, 
gradually  raising  the  surfiice  of  the  whole  country  skirting  their  bases !  I  may 
mention,  that  near  a  village  named  Jytp6r,  three  miles  south  of  the  Efdowida  Pass 
(at  which  Pass  water  is  within  ten  inches  of  the  surftice)  a  well  was  sunk  for  the 
reasons  aforesaid  sixty  feet  deep  through  a  succesrion  of  beds  of  shingle,  without 
finding  water  at  all.  At  a  place  rix  miles  south  of  this  again,  water  was  within 
eight  feet  of  the  surface.  This  phenomenon  extends  apparentiy  on  the  whole 
line  between  the  Jamn4  and  Ganges ;  that  is  to  say,  water  is  near  the  surfhce  at  the 
foot  of  the  hills,  and  shews  itself  near  the  suifru)e  again  ten  miles  south,  being  in  the 

^  At  a  noint  near  Kulsea,  about  two  miles  north-west  of  Behat,  bricks  and  coins 
rimilar  to  tnose  here  adverted  to,  were  discovered  in  excavations  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Muskura  river,  conriderably  bdow  the  suHhce  of  the  eointiy. 
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intennediate  distance  at  a  great  depth.  In  bnildiiig  the  maaomry  dam  on  the 
Nogiu>n  riTer,  water  was  found  at  a  depth  of  twentj-nine  feet  irom  the  bed  of  the 
torrent ;  the  exeayation  being  throogh  beds  of  sand  and  clayi  but  no  shingle.  The 
only  mark  of  bnilding  which  has  been  as  yet  fonnd  in  the  site  of  the  old  town  is  a 
poition  of  a  foundation,  the  greater  part  of  which  had  been  cleared  out  and  broken 
by  the  canal :  the  brioks  were  soft  and  friable.  This  foundation  was  sunk  abont  fonr 
feet  in  the  bkck  soil,  terminating  on  its  surface.  The  great  quantity  of  bricks 
scattered  in  the  canal  bed  proves  distinctly  that  many  more  foundations  had  been 
dearad  out,  and  it  is  possible  that  when  I  hare  time  to  sink  wells  in  neighbouring 
points,  so  as  to  detect  the  boundaries  of  these  ruins,  I  may  bring  to  light  matters 
of  greater  interest  than  those  even  now  before  us.  The  bricks  disooTered  are  of  a 
large  size,  and  generally  speaking,  badly  burned  (similar  to  some  that  were  found  on 
a  former  occasion  at  Manukmow,  near  Sah&ranpiir,  where  a  quantity  of  old  foun- 
dations were  discoyered,  consisting  entirely  of  the  same  sized  bricks) ;  a  number  of 
them  wedge-shaped  ^  { iS^  .^  &&  i^  intended  for  well-building,  and  better  burned 
tiian  the  square  ones.  Amongst  the  fragments  of  pots  were  some  which  the  natiyes 
recognised  as  resembling  those  now  used  in  making  indigo— long  elliptical  yeseels ! 
The  fragments  of  pots,  bones,  teeth,  and  articles  of  this  description,  are  in 
abundance.  In  sinking  three  wells  on  the  west  of  the  canal  near  the  site  of  the  old 
town,  the  same  section  of  soil  appeared,  and  the  same  articles  were  discoyered  on 
reaching  the  black  stratum.  I  look  forward  with  great  interest  to  the  time  when  I 
can  haye  leisure  to  make  further  ezoavations  in  the  neighbourhood,  enabling  me  to 
form  an  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  discoyery. 

*'  At  a  spot  considerably  south,  a  large  masonry  well  was  exposed  in  the  canal 
channel.  I  had  this  cleared  out  and  partly  removed,  supposing  that  there  was  a 
probability  of  making  Airther  discoveries.  I  send  to  the  Society  an  article  (either 
lead  or  pewter  ^)  which  was  the  only  thing  of  metal  found :   a  great  quantity  of 

<  gharts'  or  water-pots  were  taken  out  whole,  as  if  they  had  &llen  into  the  weU  and 
sank ;  the  bones  also  of  two  deer  (b&rasingfts),'  the  horns  broken  in  pieces,  but  the 
jaw-bones  and  other  parts  tolerably  perfect.  From  the  circumatance  of  finding  so 
many  unbroken  '  gharas '  the  natives  seem  to  conclude  that  this  was  a  town  or 
village  well,  and  not  that  in  use  for  irrigation.  If  the  ancient  town  extended  to  this 
point,  it  would  be  extensive  indeed,  but  of  this  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any 
probability. 

"  The  presence  of  the  deer's  bones  is  easily  accounted  for,  as  a  number  of  these,  as 
well  as  other  wild  animals,  are  constantly  lost  in  galloping  over  the  jungles,  and 
falling  into  deserted  wells.  The  well  in  question  was  doubtless  one  of  this  description 
for  a  long  time  after  either  the  town  or  cultivation  for  which  it  was  intended  was 
deserted,  and  remained  long  open  amongst  the  high  grass  and  jungle  which  so  rapidly 
obtain  in  this  part  of  the  country  when  the  hand  of  man  is  absent.  All  marks  of 
this  well  were  so  completely  obliterated,  that  the  present  canal  was  excavated  over 
it  without  its  being  discovered.  The  bricks  used  appear  to  have  been  of  the  same 
description  as  the  square  ones  above  described. 

"  Amongst  the  metal  articles  found  in  the  site  of  the  old  town,  are  a  great 
number  of  *  sal&Ss '  or  instruments  in  use  in  a  Hindtist&nf  lady's  toilet  for  applying 

<  surma'  (antimony)  to  the  eyes,  made  of  copper  apparently.    To  this  circumstanco 

^  This  small  disc  or  wheel  does  not  bear  any  marks  of  antiquity.— J.P. 
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my  attention  was  drawn  by  a  natire  'sonftr '  (goldsmifh),  who  obaerred  that  n»w 
articles  of  this  description  were  nerer  made  of  that  metaL  The  great  quantity  of 
rolls  of  metal  and  wire  foond  would  lead  a  person  to  suppose  that  the  main  ex- 
humation at  present  consisted  of  a  smith's  shop  I  There  are  some  other  things,  one 
bearing  in  some  respects  a  resemblanoe  to  a  small  cannon  (17),  another  to  a  button 
hook,  etc.  etc.  The  quantity  of  slag  of  iron  smelting  furnaces  is  a  singular  circum- 
stance, for  although  iron  ore  is  found  in  the  mountains  at  no  great  distance,  it  is  not 
the  practice  now  to  import  it  in  than  state  into  the  plains. 

"The  number  of  coins  found,  and  in  my  possessbn,  is  170,  amongst  which  are 
two  intruders  that  would,  if  they  belonged  to  this  town,  yery  considerably  reduce 
the  antiquity  of  it ;  but  from  the  drcumstanoe  of  there  only  being  two,  and  from 
their  appearance  (having  no  mark  of  that  antiquity  so  eminentiy  conspicuous  in  all 
the  other  coins  found)  I  am  much  inclined  to  sui^ect  that  some  of  my  myrmidons 
haTe  been  &]se,  or  that  these  are  stray  coins :  ^  both  of  them  are  sent  with  this 
letter.  My  method  of  collection  was  by  giving  new  coin  for  old,  that  is  to  say,  new 
pice  for  all  the  old  ones,  and  new  rupees  for  all  the  old  rupees  discovered,  and  re- 
muneration according  to  the  value  of  other  articles :  this  may  have  raised  the  cupidity 
of  some  speculator  to  introduce  these  two  Husalm6n  coins  into  my  cabinet.  All 
those  upon  which  any  mark  is  apparent,  and  all  other  articles  worthy  of  transmission, 
will  be  sent  to  the  Society's  museum. 

MEMOIR  ON  THE  ANCIENT  COINS  FOUND  AT  BEGHRAM, 
IN  THE  ZOHISTAN  OF  KABUL. 

By  COABLES  Ma^sok. 
{find  at  a  MwHng  of  ih$  Aiiatie  Soci^f  of  BenfftU,  AprO,  1834.) 

[Mr.  C.  Masson's  first  memoir  on  the  ancient  coins  found  at 
Beghrdm^  in  the  Kohist&n  of  Kdbul^  appeared  in  the  April  number 
of  the  '  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal '  for  1834 ;  it 
extends  over  no  less  than  twenty-two  pages  of  close  type,  and  is 
illustrated  by  seventy-two  rather  indifferent  fac-similes  of 
coins ;  its  value  or  utility  has  necessarily  been  superseded  by 
the  more  learned  and  systematic  work'  of  Professor  H.  H. 
Wilson,  descriptive  of  the  same  medals.  I  therefore  confine 
myself  to  such  extracts  from  Mr.  Masson's  papers  as  may 
serve  to  indicate  the  more  prominent  sites  of  his  discoveries. 
Such  details  as  are  to  be  met  with  in  his  first  memoir  are 
inserted  in  this   place,  with  a  view  to   preserve,  as  far   as 

1  Our  author  need  be  under  no  alarm  whateyer  from  the  piesence  of  these  two 
coins,  which  must  hare  been  purely  accidental,  and  in  no  way  connected  with  the 
antiquities  of  Behat;  fot  on  examination,  one.  turns  out  to  be  a  paisli  of  Indor,  the 
other  of  Lakhnaw,  both  known  by  their  respective  symbols,  and  quite  modem.— J.P. 

>  [<  Ariana  Antique :'  London,  1841.] 
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possible^  the  continuous  order  of  the  original  publications 
in  the  *  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal.'  A  full 
recapitulation  of  each  year's  acquisitions  will  be  found  at  the 
conclusion  of  his  third  memoir^  immediately  preceding  Art. 
XII.  of  this  series  of  James  Prinsep's  Essays. — E.T.] 

"  In  July  of  the  present  year  (1833),  I  left  the  city  of  E&bul,  to  explore  the 
dutricts  north  of  it  at  the  base  of  the  mountaina  Hind(i  Ktish,  with  the  primary 
object  of  identifying  the  lite  of  Alexandria  ad  Caucasum.  Although  upon  this 
question  I  defer  a  decision,  nntil  I  can  consult  the  ancient  authorities,  there  being 
many  spots  which  would  agree  therewith  in  a  local  point  of  Tiew,~I  was  recom- 
pensed by  the  discovery  of  numerous  interesting  objects,  and  among  them  the  site 
of  an  ancient  city  of  immense  extent,  on  the  plain  now  called  Beghr&m,  near  the 
confluence  of  the  riyers  of  Ghorband  and  Panjshir,  and  at  the  head  of  the  high 
road  leading  from  Khw&jah  Ehedri  of  £ohUt6n,  to  Nijraw,  Taghaw,  Lughmlm  and 
Jal&l&b&d.  I  soon  learned  that  large  numbers  of  coins  were  continually  found  on 
the  plain  of  Beghr&m,  and  my  flrst  excursion  put  me  in  possession  of  about  eighty, 
procured  with  c^culty,  as  their  owners  were  suspicious  of  my  motives  in  collecting 
them.  The  coins  were  of  such  a  type  and  description,  as  naturally  increased  my 
ardor  in  their  research ;  and,  succeeding  in  allaying  the  mistrust  of  the  finders,  I 
obtained  successive  parcels :  until  up  to  this  time  (November  28th,  1833),  I  have 
accumulated  1,865  copper  coins  and  fourteen  gold  and  silver  ones,  the  latter  Br&h- 
manical  and  Kufic.  Of  course  many  of  these  are  of  no  value,  but  I  persevered  in 
my  collection,  under  the  hope  of  obtaining,  ultimately,  perfect  specimens  of  every  type 
and  variety  of  coin ;  in  this  I  have  but  partially  succeeded,  so  great  is  the  diversity 
of  coins  found  at  this  place,  that  every  fresh  parcel  of  100  or  150  coins  }'ields  me 
one  or  more  with  which  I  was  not  previously  acquainted. 

"  I  may  observe  that,  on  my  return  from  K&bul,  from  my  first  excursion,  I  found 
two  persons  there,  busy  in  the  collection  of  coins.  I  left  them  the  field  of  the  city, 
and  confined  my  attention  to  the  more  distant  and  ample  one  of  Beghr&m.  Besides, 
as  my  object  was  not  merely  the  amassing  of  coins,  but  the  application  of  them  to 
usefiil  purposes,  I  hailed  vrith  satisfaction  the  prospect  of  obtaining  a  collection  from 
a  known  spot,  with  which  they  would  have,  of  necessity,  a  definite  connection, 
enabling  me  to  speculate  with  confidence  on  the  points  they  involVcd. 

**  I  suppose  that  no  less  a  number  than  thirty  thousand  coins,  probably  a  much 
larger  number,  are  found  annually  on  the  'dasht'  or  plain  of  Beghr&m,  independently 
of  rings,  seals,  and  other  trinkets.  Gold  and  silver  coins  occur  but  rarely.  If  we 
allow  a  period  of  five  hundred  years  since  the  final  extinction  of  this  city  (and  I  have 
some  idea  that  negative  proof  thereof  might  be  adduced),  and  if  we  allow,  as  1  pre- 
sume is  reasonable,  that  the  same  or  not  a  less  number  of  coins  has  been  annually 
extracted  from  its  site,  we  have  a  total  of  fifteen  millions,  a  startling  amount,  and 
which  will  not  fail  to  excite  curiosity  as  to  this  second  Babylon.  The  antique 
treasures  of  Beghr&m,  until  their  partial  diversion  this  present  season,  have  been 
melted  in  the  mint  at  Slibul,  or  by  the  coppersmiths  of  that  city  and  of  Chariklir. 
The  collection  of  them  is  made  by  Afgh&n  shepherds,  who  sell  them  by  weight  at  a 
very  low  price  to  itinerant  *  misgars '  or  coppersmiths,  who  occasionally  visit  their 
tents ;  and  these  again  melt  them  down  themselves,  or  vend  them  at  a  small  profit  to 
the  officers  of  the  mint.*' 
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NOTE  ON  THE  COINS  FOUND  BY  CAPTAIN  CAUTLEY, 
AT  BEHAT. 

The  accompanying  plate  (iv.)  exhibits  &ithful  repre- 
sentations of  some  of  the  coins  presented  by  Captain 
Cautley  to  the  Society.  Those  nnmbered  1  to  6  are 
all  of  the  same  character,  and,  as  far  as  I  know, 
entirely  new  to  Hindu  numismatology,  although  con- 
nected by  a  peculiar  symbol  with  the  fifth  series  of 
Colonel  Tod's  plate  *  (fig.  19  of  the  present  plate) ;  also 
with  the  copper  coins  68,  69,  of  Mr.  Wilson's  third  plate* 
(fig.  22  of  the  present  plate) ;  and  with  fig.  19  of  Mr, 
Masson's  collection,^  in  plate  ix.  of  the  April  number  of 
the  *  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal' ;  all  three 
series  in   other  respects  differing  materially  from   one 

another. 

Pig.  1  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  type  of  this  new  series.  It  is 
a  silver  coin  of  the  size  depicted  in  the  engraving,  and  weighs  twenty 
grains.  The  silver  has  been  so  acted  upon  by  long  continued  burial, 
that  on  arrival  in  Calcutta,  wafered  on  to  the  folds  of  a  letter  for 
security,  the  removal  of  the  wafer  stripped  off  a  thin  film  of  silver  from 
its  sur&ce.     The  impression  however  is  still  perfect  and  in  deep  relief. 

Obvsbsb. — ^A  female  figure  clothed,  in  her  right  hand  a  stalky 
bearing  on  its  summit  a  large  open  flower  (this  emblem  will  be  seen 
to  be  common  to  another  class  of  Indian  coins) ;  on  her  right  stands 
an  animal,  of  the  precise  character  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  make 
any  positive  assertion: — it  has  a  stout  straight  trunk,  which  might 
pass  for  that  of  a  deer  or  horse,  but  the  head  more  resembles  that  of 
a  bird,  and  is  surmounted  with  a  radiated  crest,  which  at  first  sight 
wears  the  appearance  of  horns.  On  the  left  of  this  nondescript  animal 
is  a  symbol  or  monogram  much  resembling  character  5  of  the  Alia- 
hdbdd  inscription,  Ko.  1,  but  square,  instead  of  round,  in  the  body. 
There  are  other  characters  round  the  margin  but  partially  visible. 

»  *  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,'  vol.  i. 

3  *  Asiatic  Researches/  vol.  zrii. 

3  [  *  Ariana  Antiqua,'  xt.,  fig.  26  reproduces  the  same,  or  a  nearly  identical  coin.] 
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Bevebsb. — ^The  opposite  side  of  this  carious  coin  presents  an  assem- 
blage of  symbols,  the  purport  of  which  it  is  difficult  to  divine.  The 
principal  figure  in  the  centre  seems  to  represent  a  temple,  a  pyramidal 
building  with  three  tiers  of  rounded  sdras,  spires  or  domes,  surmounted 
by  a  kalsa  or  pinnacle  in  the  form  of  the  letter  T :  the  contour  of  this 
device  resembles  also  the  Hindu  drawings  of  rocks  and  mountains,  and 
it  may  be  intended  to  pourtray  some  holy  hill,  connected  with  the 
mythology,  or  with  the  locality,  of  its  place  of  coinage :  beneath  the 
pyramid  is  a  waved  line,  which  may  also  depict  the  sea,  and  point  to 
some  fabulous  mountain  in  the  ocean,  as  Lankd  or  Iferu.  To  the 
right  is  another  curious  emblem,  which,  for  want  of  more  correct  in- 
formation, we  may  call  a  tree  of  triple  branch,  standing  in  a  frame  or 
on  a  kind  of  chabutra  or  platform.  To  the  left  is  the  swastika  emblem 
of  four  legs  conjoined ;  and  below  it  a  figure  very  similar  in  form  to 
some  compound  Greek  characters  on  the  Bactrian  coins.  There  is  a 
legend  around  the  margin  consisting  of  the  letters  hitherto  called 
Pehlvl,  but  which  I  think  we  shall  soon  find  reason  to  denominate 
otherwise. 

[  Any  remarks  I  may  have  to  make  on  this  coin  had  betteif 
be  reserved  for  the  illustration  of  the  analogous  piece  delineated 
as  fig.  16,  plate  xix.,  under  Art.  X.  A  similar  course  will  be 
pursued  with  most  of  the  specimens  in  this  plate.] 

Fig.  2. — A  copper  coin,  similar  in  every  respect  to  fig.  1,  but  of 
inferior  execution :  in  this  the  circles  of  the  chaitya  or  temple  are  made 
square,  and  resemble  common  masonry. 

Figs.  3,  4,  5,  are  smaller  copper  (or  rather  white  bronze)  coins, 
stamped  only  on  one  side,  except  No.  5,  which  has  a  faint  impress  of  a 
trisul  on  the  reverse.  The  form  of  the  tree  is  altered,  and  the  frame 
below  has,  in  some  specimens,  four  compartments  instead  of  two  :  the 
swastika  is  also  exchanged  for  four  circular  rings. 

[  Prinsep  subsequently  discovered  that  the  letters  visible  on 

coin  5  formed  a  portion  of  the  word   y  j- 1  ^  /(;  Mahdrd/asa,] 

Fig.  6. — A  copper  coin  weighing  163}  grains,  in  imperfect  pre- 
servation. The  only  variation  in  this  coin  from  the  tj'pe-coin  (fig.  1) 
is  that  the  pyramid  contains  two  tiers  instead  of  three.  This  circum- 
stance, however,  constitutes  the  link  of  connection  with  the  other 
series  of  coins  to  which  I  liave  alluded;  all  of  them  having  the 
chaitya  symbol  in  common. 

Fig.  7  is  a  small  square  copper  piece,  with  an  elephant  on  one 
aide,  the  other  effaced. 
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Fig.  8  is  a  Bmall  copper  coin  procured  by  Lient.  A.  Conolly/ 
at  Kanauj)  upon  which  this  chaitya  mark  forms  the  distingnishing 
emblem.  A  similar  coin  is  in  Maj<Mr  Btacy's  possession,  obtained  in 
Central  India.  I  shall  have  to  recur  to  the  subject  in  describing  figs. 
19  and  22. 

Figs.  9  and  10. — ^I  have  introduced  these  two  coins  to  shew  that 
what  has  been  called  the  Indo-Scythic  series  occurs  plentifully  among 
the  exhumed  relics  of  Behat. 

The  first  of  these^  the  Baja  and  bull  ooin^  must 
henceforward  be  entitled  the  Kadphises  series,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  successful  researches  of  Mr.  Masson; 
the  Kanerkos  series  also  occurs  as  commonly  among  the 
coins  transmitted  by  Capt.  Cautley,  and  as  we  know 
that  these  two  coins  bear  Ghreek  inscriptions,  and  that 
their  epoch  cannot  consequently  be  much  posterior  to 
the  Bactrian  dynasties,  we  may  presume  that  all  the 
descriptions  of  coins  having  the  chaitya  symbol,  being 
proved  to  be  contemporaneous  with  these,  must  belong 
to  the  first  centuries  of  the  Christian  era ;  and  conse- 
quently the  destruction  of  the  ancient  city  may  be 
ascribed  with  tolerable  certainty  to  the  same  early 
period.  The  circumstance  of  so  much  money  being 
discovered  in  one  place  would  seem  to  denote  that  the 
catastrophe  which  destroyed  the  place  was  sudden,  but 
the  destruction  is  as  likely  to  have  been  effected  by  the 
ravages  of  war,  as  by  any  convulsion  of  nature ;  and, 
when  once  depopulated,  the  place  might  easily  have 
been  buried  under  the  gradual  deposit  of  silt  washed 
down  by  hill  streams,  as  described  by  Capt.  Cautley. 

Figs.  11  and  12.  These  coins  are  connected  with  the  above  by  the 
tree  symbol,  by  their  being  stamped  only  on  one  side,  and  by  their 

1  [  The  adventurous  officer  who  subsequently  perished  with  Colonel  Stoddart  at 
Bukh&r&.l 
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being  of  white  bronze:  but  in  them  the  animal  is  decidedly  the 
brdhmanf  bull,  and  the  inscription  is  in  a  different  character. 

[  The  letters  iR^iRr  ^^7  ^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^t  character 
on  11;  No.  12  reproduces  the  three  characters  3TOIJ,  See 
Art.  X.,  infrd.] 

Pigs.  13, 14, 15, 16, 17,  and  18,  are  introduced  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
other  curiosities  from  Behat.  The  first  is  a  black-and-white  enamelled 
bead;  14,  an  ornament  of  the  head-dress  of  some  image;  15,  a  ring 
worn  probably  while  performing  certain  religious  ceremonies;  16, 
appears  to  be  a  weight  moulded  in  the  shape  of  a  frog,  as  is  the  custom 
in  Ava,  and  in  many  parts  of  India :  it  weighs  360  grains  (precisely 
two  tolas),  or  six  Grecian  drachmae,  and  is  not  corroded.  Pig.  17  is 
the  metal  handle  of  some  vessel:  it  is  broken  in  half.  Pig.  18,  the 
8al4is  for  applying  Surm4  to  the  eyes,  spoken  of  by  Capt.  Cautley  as 
80  numerous :  in  the  present  day  they  are  generally  made  of  zinc. 

Besides  these  articles^  our  flourishing  little  museum 
contains  plain  rings,  arrow-heads,  hooks,  and  rolls  of 
lead,  converted  into  semi-crystalline  hydrated  oxide  by 
exposure  to  the  moisture  under  ground.*  Most  of  the 
copper  coins,  likewise,  are  in  a  very  imperfect  state,  the 
pure  metal  not  resisting  corrosion  nearly  so  well  as 
bronze. 
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To  confirm  the  assertion  made  above  of  the  connec- 
tion of  several  other  series  with  the  Behat  coinage,  I 
have  introduced  at  the  foot  of  the  present  plate,  drawings 
of  some  most  interesting  coins,  procured  by  Lieut.  A. 
Conolly,  of  the  6th  Light  Cavalry,  at  Kanauj,  and  this 
moment  received  from  that  officer  at  Cawnpore. 

PigB.  19  and  21.  Silver  coins,  weighing  28  grains  each  (|  drachm), 

1  See  note  on  a  flimilar  change  produced  in  zinc  plates,  *  Journal  of  the  Asiatic 
Society  of  Bengal/  vol.  ii.,  p.  437.  The  lead  is  paitiatlv  converted  into  minium,  and 
partly  into  protoxide.    In  some  roUs  the  interior  is  still  metallic. 
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corresponding  in  eyery  respect  with  Colonel  Tod's  fifth  series,  in  the 
heady  on  the  ohverse ;  and  in  the  circular  inscription  on  the  reverse : 
in  19,  also,  we  find  the  central  chaitya  symbol,  with  five  dots  on  the 
side,  as  in  his  coin. 

Colonel  Tod^s  observations  on  these  rare  coins  are  as 

foUows : — 

**  The  fifth  series  is  entirely  norel  and  anexplored.  All  I  can  say  of  them  is  that 
they  helong  to  a  dynasty  which  ruled  from  Aranti  or  Ujjayan  to  the  Indus,  for  in 
that  whole  tract  I  hare  found  them.  The  first  I  ohtained  was  from  the  ruins  of 
ancient  Ujjayan,  twelve  years  ago,  presented  to  me  by  Mr.  Williams,  resident  at  the 
Gykwar  court,  who  first  awakened  my  attention  to  their  importance.  He  found 
them  in  Cutch,  and  in  his  company,  I  discoverod  others  among  the  ruins  in  the 
Gulf.  The  character  of  the  epigraphe  I  have  met  with  on  rocks  in  Saurashtra,  in 
the  haunts  of  the  Suroi,  the  bounds  of  the  conquests  of  Menander  and  ApoUodotua. 
I  have  little  hesitation  in  assigning  them  to  the  Balhara  soTereigns  of  Renaudot's 
Arabian  travellers,  the  Bhalla  Raes  of  Anhulw&ra  Patau,  who  were  supreme  in  those 
countries :  '  This  Balhara  is  the  most  illustrious  prince  of  the  Indies,  and  all  the 
other  kings  acknowledge  his  pre-eminence.  He  has,  of  these,  pieces  of  silver  called 
Tartarian  drams.  They  are  coined  with  the  die  of  the  prince,  and  have  the  year  of 
his  reign.' — Benaudot,  p.  16.  The  Balhara  dynasty  had  a  distinct  era,  376  years 
posterior  to  Yicramaditya." 

The  character  of  the  circular  legend  in  all  these  coins 
strongly  resembles  Sanskrit : — if  the  place  of  their  dis- 
covery be  a  test  of  the  extent  of  empire  in  which  they 
circulated,  they  will  belong  to  a  powerful  monarch 
indeed,  for  Mr.  Masson  has  found  twenty  at  Beghram 
(of  the  same  symbol  at  least),  while  they  extend  to 
Kanauj,  Behat,  and  Benares  on  the  east. 

[Fig.  19  belongs  to  the  Sfih  series,  and  21  to  a  subordinate 

suite  of  the  same  class.] 

Fig.  20.  A  silver  coin,  weighing  34  grains ;  is  evidently  of  the 
same  series ;  but  here  the  distinctive  symbol  is  lost,  and  is  replaced  by 
a  peacock  with  expanded  tail :  the  letters  are  not  decypherable. 

[  The  legends  on  these  coins  are  given  under  Art.  XI.,  in 
connection  with  figs.  10,  11,  12,  pi.  xxvii.] 

Fig.  22.  A  square  copper  coin,  also  from  Kanauj,  is  already  known 
as  No.  68  of  Wilson's  plate  (see  'Asiatic  Eesearches,'  vol.  xvii.), 
which  was  dug  up  by  Capt.  Vetch  on  the  Allahabad  road.  It  bears 
on  the  obverse  an  elephant  and  some  other  animal  prostrate ;  on  the 
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reverse^  the  chaitya  symbol,  the  tree,  and  a  cross,  all  of  which  prove 
its  close  alliance  with  the  Behat  coins.  More  of  the  general  history  of 
the  whole  series  may  yet  be  developed  by  future  discovery. 

Eig.  23.  A  silver  coin,  weighing  7.7  grains,  resembles  a  fanam  of 
South  India,  but  its  type  shows  that  it  may  be  a  genuine  connection 
of  the  coins  it  accompanies. 

Fig.  24.  A  gold  medal,  weighing  123  grains. 

Obteese. — ^A  figure  clothed  in  the  Hindu  dhotf,  with  armlets, 
holding  a  bow,  as  having  just  discharged  an  arrow  through  the  head 
of  a  lion,  or  other  monster,  on  the  right ;  in  his  left  he  holds  another 
airow  prepared ;  his  right  foot  rests  on  the  tail  of  the  lion.  Inscription 
in  ancient  N^arf,  ^f  Hl^fMi,!^  ^  Mahdrdjadhirdja  Sri, 

Eevebse. — ^Either  the  same  person,  or  a  female  figure  clad  in 
similar  costume,  seated  upon  the  vanquished  Uon,  holding  a  large 
flower  in  the  manner  of  a  cornucopia  in  the  left  hand  (see  also  figs. 
1,  4),  and  in  the  right,  a  kind  of  noose ;  above  which  the  lozenge 
symbol  with  four  prongs,  (16  of  pi.  xiv.,  vol.  ii.)  On  the  right  in 
ancient  Nagarf,  the  words  ift  ^ni^  If^  Sri  madgha/oahacho  [^ 
^SW  t^niRT  Sri  sinha  vikrama,'] 

It  will  be  at  once  seen  that  this  beautiAil  medal  has 
no  connection  with  the  subjects  of  the  foregoing  re- 
marks. I  have  given  it  a  place  that  it  might  be  as 
early  as  possible  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  numis- 
matologists,  for  it  appears  likely  to  prove  the  very 
key  to  our  knowledge  of  the  valuable  series  of  Kanauj 
coins,  forming  the  fourth  of  Colonel  Tod;  and  the 
second  plate  of  Wilson. 

[This  piece  is  re-engraved  in  the  general  series,  under  No. 
S5j  pi.  xxiii.     I  assign  this  coin  to  Kum&ra  Gupta.] 
The  former  author  says  of  these  coins : 

*'  They  are  Hind<i,  of  a  very  remote  period,  and  have  the  same  character  which 
I  have  found  wherever  the  Panda  authority  existed,  in  the  caves,  and  on  the  rocks  of 
J'anagnr  Gimar,  on  the  pillar  of  victory  in  Meywar,  and  on  the  columns  of  India- 
pre«tha  (Delhi)  and  Pray&g  (Allahabad).  Some  of  them  are  not  unlike  ancient 
Pehlevi  These  coins  are  of  gold,  and  in  fine  preservation.  Like  all  my  medak, 
they  are  either  from  Agra,  Mathura,  Ujjayan,  or  Ajmere.  Dr.  Wilkins  possesses 
some  fotmd  even  in  Bengal :  he  thinks  he  can  make  out  the  word  *  Chandra '  upon 
them." 
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"  It  is  well  known,"  as  Lieut.  Conolly  remarks,  "  that 
our  love  for  the  antique  has  induced  certain  cunning 
men  of  this  famed  city  to  set  up  a  mint  for  the  fiibrica- 
tion  of  moneys  of  the  olden  time ;"  and  many  that  are 
brought  thence  bear  all  the  marks  of  having  been  cast 
in  the  mould  of  some  original,  of  which  they  bear  so 
imperfect  an  impression  that  it  has  been  hitherto  im- 
possible to  assign  the  true  nature  of  their  inscrip- 
tions: Colonel  Tod,  it  is  evident,  supposed  them  to 
be  in  the  Dihli  character  No.  1 ;  one  was  read  as 
in  the  Mahabalipur  alphabet  * :  and  only  now  do  we 
perceive  for  certain  that  the  character  is  precisely  that 
of  No.  2,  of  the  AUahdbad  column :  of  which  the 
reader  may  convince  himself  by  comparing  the  legend 
on  the  obverse  with  the  titles  of  Chandra-gupta  in 
pi.  vi.,  vol.  iii.,  of  the  '  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society 
of  Bengal.'  Applying  the  same  alphabet  to  the  reverse, 
we  find  the  name  *  Sri  mad-gava  kavo'  or  '  kacho'  which, 
as  Dr.  Mill  remarks,  by  a  slight  alteration  will  become 
Ghatat-kacho,   the  very  name  read  by  himself  as  the 

^  [The  following  additional  note  was  inserted  among  the  miscellaneonB  notices 
appended  to  the  December  No.  of  the  '  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal '  fw 
1833] : — '  Note  on  the  Inscription  on  the  Hindii  Coin  (pi.  iii.,  fig.  16).  At  page  416 
of  the  present  volume*  I  stated  that  the  characters  of  the  inscription  on  the  reverse  of 
the  ancient  gold  coins  of  Hind6  fabrication  from  Eanauj  represented  in  fig.  16,  and 
in  several  coins  of  pi.  i.,  vol.  xvii., '  Asiatic  Researches,'  were  not  legible.  Mr.  Wilson 
had,  however,  suggested,  that  the  three  first  letters  agreed  with  the  ancient  Nligari 
characters  IfT^  ^^^  ^  ^^*  ^^  referring  to  Dr.  Babington's  *  Account  of  the 
Inscriptions  and  Sculptures  at  Mah&malaip(ir,'  that  all  of  the  letters  may  be  unques- 
tionably identified  with  the  ancient  Sanskrit  characters  of  the  Ratha  sculpture,  so 
ably  decyphered  by  that  gentleman,  and  of  which  he  has  given  a  complete  alphabet 
in  the  same  volume.  The  first  letter  is  probably  ^  rather  than  7f  or  if  although, 
OS  observed  by  Dr.  Babington,  these  letters  are  very  similar  in  form ;  the  fourth 
letter  is  ^,  and  the  whole  word  thus  restored  becomes  clearly  ^TPflT  ^^^  ^^^ 
meaning  is  still  as  hidden  as  ever ;  and  if  it  be  a  proper  name,  none  such  is  to  be 
found  in  the  catalogue  of  Ilindfi  princes.'— J.P. 

•  See  page  60,  mprd. 
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father  of  Chandra-gupta  in  the  Allahab&d  inscription.^ 
I  must  here  leave  this  important  discoYery  to  the 
elucidation  of  our  learned  Vice-President,  having  per- 
formed my  own  more  humble  duty  of  making  known 
by  the  pencil  the  prize  which  has  rewarded  my  Mend 
Lieut.  Conolly's  researches. 

1  In  a  paper  read  before  the  Asiatic  Society  on  the  28th  May,  1834.  [See  *  Jonmal 
of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal/  toI.  iii.,  page  267.  Prinsep's  revised  transition 
of  the  entire  inscription  will  be  reproduced  at  the  commencement  of  Art.  X.,  aa 
introdnctory  to  pi.  xxiii.,  which  commences  the  more  comprehensive  illustration 
of  the  Gupta  coinage.] 
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VI.— ON  THE  COINS  AND  RELICS  DISCOVERED 
BY  M.  LE  CHEVALIER  VENTURA,  GENERAL 
IN  THE  SERVICE  OF  MAHA  RAJA  RANJIT 
SINGH,  IN  THE  TOPE  OF  MANIKYALA. 

[JULY,  1834.] 

General  Ventura's  well  imagined  and  successfully 
executed  operations  for  the  examination  of  tlie  Tope  of 
Manikyala,  in  the  year  1830,  are  familiar  to  all  who 
are  interested  in  antiquarian  research.  His  own  account 
of  the  excavations  was  published  in  the  Calcutta 
newspapers  of  the  day,  and  was  afterwards  inserted, 
with  remarks,  in  Professor  Wilson's  Essay  on  ancient 
Indian  Coins,  in  the  seventeenth  volume  of  the  *  Asiatic 
Researches.'  Some  of  the  coins  have  been  the  subject 
of  discussion  and  investigation  at  Paris;*  and  the  sub- 
sequent collections  of  Lieut.  Eumes,  Doctor  Martin 
Honigberger,  and  especially  Mr.  Masson, — who  have  all 
followed  in  the  track  pointed  out  by  the  success  of 
General  Ventui-a, — ^have  materially  contributed  to  demon- 
strate the  value  of  his  original  enterprize,  and  to  make 
us  vrtsh  for  a  ftdler  account  of  its  highly  curious  results. 
Lieut.  Bumes  favoured  the  Society  with  his  own  im- 
pressions   of    the    importance    and    magnitude    of   the 


1  [See  further  notices:  Jacquet,  *  Journal  ABiatiqnc'  February,  1836,  November, 
1837,  February,  1838,  and  March,  1839  (unfinished) :  M.  Raoul  Kochette,  *  Journal 
des  Savants,*  September  and  October,  1835,  February,  1836 ;  and  on  M.  Court's 
coins,  February,  1839.] 
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Chevalier's  labours  from  an  ocular  inspection  of  the 
Tope  itself,  and  of  the  collection  of  relics  which  were 
shewn  to  him  at  L4hor.  This  is  printed  in  the  second 
volume  of  the  *  Journal  of  the  Asi?,tic  Society  of  Bengal/ 
p.  308 ;  and  an  expression,  which  I  ventured  to  use,  in 
a  note  subjoined  on  that  occasion,  "  trusting  that  the 
Chevalier  would  no  longer  deem  us  imworthy  of  being 
made  the  medium  of  their  introduction  to  the  world,' 
was,  in  feet,  a  hesitating  allusion  to  the  good  fortune 
which  a  letter  from  Captain  Wade  had  that  moment 
announced ;  but  which  I  could  hardly  bring  myself  to 
believe.  A  more  than  ordinary  degree  of  magnanimity 
!  was  necessary  to  induce  the  author  of  such  discoveries  to 

forego  the  natural  desire  of  monopolizing  a  prize  won  by 
his  personal  achievement  and  labour,  and  at  considerable 
cost  to  himself;  but  in  the  present  instance  it  required 
further  the  self-denial  and  disinterestedness  of  a  friend 
to  whom  the  possession  of  these  valuable  relics  was 
generously  profltered,  to  enable  them  to  reach  a  third 
party  who  had  no  such  claims  of  friendship ;  and 
nothing  to  oflfer  in  recompense,  but  the  public  notice, 
which  his  position  enabled  him  to  promise,  in  the  pages 
of  the  ^Journal.'  I  should  not  do  justice  to  General 
Ventura,  nor  to  Captain  Wade,  did  I  not  make  known 
circumstances  so  highly  to  their  credit,  and  I  trust,, 
therefore,  that  I  shall  be  pardoned  by  the  latter  gentle- 
man for  publishing  the  following  extract  from  his 
private  letter  to  me  in  corroboration  of  the  above  facts, 
from  which  the  world  will  be  enabled  to  appreciate  both 
the  extent  of  his  forbearance,  and  of  the  sacrifice  made 
by  General  Ventura  himself. 
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{Extract  of  a  Letter  fnm  Captttin  C.  M,  Wade,  Political  Agmt  at  LddianOy  datod 

3nf/«fM,  1833.) 

'Whfle  at  Ben  Gb&zi  Khfrn  in  March  laBt,  the  guest  of  M.  Ventura,  the 
*  Journal'  for  January  reached  me,  containing  a  notice  of  the  coins  found  by  the 
Gheralier  at  Maniky&Ia.  I  showed  the  passage  to  him,  and  he  expressed  himself 
flattered  by  the  allusion  which  you  made  to  his  labors  in  exposing  the  numismatic 
treasures  buried  under  that  mysterious  temple.  We  had  a  long  and  interesting  con- 
Tersation  on  the  subject,  the  result  of  which  was  an  offer  to  me,  on  his  part,  of  the 
whole  of  the  Af  anikylda  coins,  together  with  the  cylinder  in  which  some  ot  the  most 
yaluable  were  found.  I  told  the  Chevalier  I  could  never  think  of  accepting  such  a 
gift  for  myself,  but  that  I  should  be  proud  of  the  honor  of  sending  them  in  his  name 
to  you,  who  would  be  able  justly  to  appreciate  their  value,  and  to  do  him  the  credit 
to  which  he  was  entitled  as  the  author  of  the  discovery.  He  assented  to  my  pro- 
position, and  promised  to  dispatch  these  precious  articles  to  me  on  his  arrival  at 
li&hor,  for  which  place  he  was  then  about  to  set  out.* 

In  acknowledging  this  unexpected  and  most  dis- 
interested offer,  I  could  not  but  disclaim  all  permanent 
interest  in  the  relics,  and  request  M.  Ventura,  through 
Captain  Wade,  to  consider  them  still  at  his  disposal, 
although  I  should  be  proud,  while  they  were  deposited 
imder  my  care,  to  do  my  utmost  in  making  them  more 
fully  known  to  the  world. 

On  the  16th  August,  the  precious  packet  came  into 
Captain  Wade's  possession,  and  although  he  was  unable 
to  find  a  secure  opportunity  of  conveyance  for  them  to 
Calcutta  until  the  beginning  of  the  following  year,  still, 
through  fear  of  injury  or  displacement  of  the  various 
objects,  especially  the  liquid  contained  in  the  cylinders, 
he  would  not  open  the  package  even  to  gratify  the 
curiosity  of  many  who  wished  to  feast  their  eyes  on  its 
contents. 

General  Ventura's  simple  request  is  characteristic: 
*Je  m'empresse  de  vous  exp6dier  mon  fameux  Mane- 
kiala,  que  vous  desirez  pour  envoyer  a  M.  Prinsep : 
veuillez,  je  vous  prie,  mon  bon  ami,  vous  servir  de  cette 
occasion  pour  faire   agreor    mes  sentimens  d'estime  a 
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M.  Prinsep,  et  de  le  prior  en  inSme  temps  de  m'onvoyer 
line  description,  6crite  en  Fran^ais,  de  ce  qu'il  pourra 
d^chiffirer  des  inscriptions  et  empreintes  de  ma  trou- 
vaille,' 

The  package  has  just  now  reached  Calcutta  under 
charge  of  our  associate,  Sir  Jeremiah  Bryant.  *" 

I  hasten  to  make  known  its  curious  contents  to  the 
Society,  confining  myself  on  the  present  occasion  to  a 
description  of  the  several  articles  in  the  order  of  their 
discovery,  of  which  we  have  a  full  account  in  the  ^  Et&t 
des  Travaux,'  published  by  Mr.  Wilson,  as  already 
noticed,  in  the  ^  Asiatic  Eesearches,'  vol.  xvii.,  page  601. 
The  articles,  being  separately  and  carefully  packed,  left 
no  difficulty  in  recognizing  them  from  the  circumstances 
there  indicated. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  GENERAL  VENTURA'S  OPERATIONS. 

The  excaration  was  commenced  on  the  27th  April,  1830,  at  the  rery  bottom  of 
the  cupola  on  the  south  ride,  where,  haying  met  with  nothing  but  loose  materials, 
the  work  was  of  necesrity  discontinued. 

On  the  28th  April,  the  cap  of  the  cupola  waa  laid  open,  and  there,  at  the  depth 
of  three  feet,  rix  medals  (or  coins)  were  discovered. 

On  the  1st  May,  at  the  depth  of  twelve  feet,  a  square  mass  of  masonry  was  found, 
exactly  in  the  centre  of  the  mound,  and  regularly  built  of  quarried  stones,  in  very 
good  preservation.  On  piercing  ten  feet  into  this,  a  medal  was  found  in  the  middle 
of  a  clod  of  earth. 

On  the  6th,  a  rilver  coin  and  six  copper  coins  were  met  with  at  the  depth  of 
twenty  feet. 

I  am  not  able  to  recognize  the  coins  discovered  up  to  this  period,  and  I  conclude 
they  have  been  mixed  with  the  general  heap  of  scattered  coins,  all  being  of  the 
same  nature. 

On  the  8th  May,  the  workmen  came  upon  a  box  of  iron  ( ?  copper)  which  was 
broken  by  the  stroke  of  the  pickaxe.  There  was  in  this  box  a  second  smaller 
box  of  pure  gold  (fig.  1,  plate  v.),  with  an  ornamental  top,  in  the  centre  of  which  ia 
inserted  a  stone  resembling  the  opal,  but  friable  and  adherive  to  the  tongue  like 
tabshir ;  it  is  reserved  for  future  examination :  this  box  contained  the  following 
articles : — 

Fio.  2. — One  medal  of  gold,  weighing  122  grs.,  or  two  drachmae  (the  same  aa 
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was  depleted,  from  a  sealing-wax  impreaton,  in  the  '  Aaiatic  Researthea,'  toI.  xtU.,  as 
No.  1  of  Mr.  Wilaon's  plate.)  There  ia  also  a  description  of  this  coin  in  the  '  Journal 
€^  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal/  ii.,  38 ;  hnt  botii  that  and  the  drawing  (plate  ii., 
fig.  18)  are  imperfect  when  compared  with  the  real  coin,  of  which  I  have  now 
endeavoured  to  give  an  exact  etching. 

OByEBBB.^The  sceptre  held  hj  the  king  has  a  knoh  like  an  ear  of  wheat  The 
projection  hehind  the  cap  is  a  douhle  fillet  or  riband,  and  not  hair :  the  side-flap, 
on  the  contrary,  has  more  the  appearance  of  hair,  and  the  moustaches  are  well 
defined :  the  leflThand  holds  a  hook  or  key,  or  it  may  be  a  small  sickle,  with  which 
the  ear  of  corn  has  been  cut  (?)  The  legend,  if  Greek,  is  considerably  corrupted, 
but  the  central  part — ANOPA — ^may  be  traced  on  many  of  the  copper  coins. 

RaysBaB. — The  seated  figure  on  this  side  appears,  at  first  sight,  to  have  four  arms : 
but,  on  closer  inspection,  what  was  taken  for  one  right  arm  may  be  a  sword-belt,  and 
the  uplifted  left  arm  may  represent  the  curved  part  of  a  bow ;  the  resemblance  to 
wrist-bangles  and  hands,  however,  is  strong.  The  half  mooD  behind  the  shoulders 
seems  to  prove  the  figure  to  be  a  sacred  or  symbolical  personage,  although  the  chair 
is  a  Grecian  fauteuil,  and  the  head-dress  resembles  a  close  helmet.  The  epigraphs 
on  this  side  can  hardly  be  other  than  MANAOBA...ro  :  the  first  may  be  connected 
with  the  name  of  the  sacred  personage,  or  the  locality ;  the  last  two  letters  may  be 
the  date,  73,  of  some  unknown  era.  (See  i^fird^  plate  vii.,  26,  26,  plate  xxix.,  8,  and 
*  Ariana  Antiqua,'  p.  376). 

Fio.  3.— 'A  gold  ring,  set  with  a  pale  sapphire  stone,  having  characters  engraven 
upon  it,  apparently  Pehlvi,  (fig.  3,  a). 

Fio.  4. — A  small  bit  of  pale  ruby  (Balas  or  Badakhsh6nl  ruby,  see  '  Journal  of 
the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  vol.  i.  368). 

Figs.  6,  6,  7. — Three  very  small  silver  coins. 

Fio.  8. — A  thin  silver  Sassanian  coin,  similar  to  those  so  frequently  met  with  in 
Persia ;  weight,  sixty  grs.  or  one  drachma. 

Obvbrsb. — The  king's  head,  bearded,  and  having  flowing  curled  hair :  the  cap 
peculiar  for  its  central  ornament  of  feathers,  which  somewhat  resembles  the  Egyptian 
symbol  of  two  wings  supporting  (in  this  case)  a  half  moon  and  star.  The  characters 
are  Pehlvi  and  illegible. 

RxYBBSB.— A  rudely  executed  fire-altar  and  two  priests  or  supporters. 

[This  is  a  coin  of  Abdullah  bin  Hdzim,  Governor  of 
Khorfcfin,  struck  at  Merv  in  a.h.  66=a.d.  686-6.  I  reserve 
the  full  description  *  of  the  piece,  as  well  as  some  illustrations 
I  have  to  oflFer  on  the  general  series,  for  the  conclusion  of 
this  article,  in  order  that  I  may  not  break  in  upon  the  con- 
tinuity of  Prinsep*8  description  of  the  Manikyala  treasures.] 

Figs.  10  and  11. — Two  silver  coins,  resembling  the  Sassanian  piece  in  thinness 
and  general  character,  but  destitute  of  the  fire-altar ;  weight  about  60  grains  each. 

Obvbbjbb. — A  beardless  head,  with  well -marked  Indian  features:  the  head-dress 
has  a  kind  of  tris(il  in  the  centre,  and  two  flowing  ribands.  A  name,  very  plainly 
written  on  the  field,  in  an  unknown  character.    The  whole  is  encircled  with  an 

^  [By  a  typographical  error,  this  description  has  been  made  to  follow  Art.  lY.  in 


lieu  of  Art.  VI.    See  page  62.] 
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inscription  at  once  recognized  to  be  in  Sanskrit  characters :  theed  hare  been  also 
engraTcd  under  the  coins,  to  show  the  coincidence  of  the  two  inscriptions,  one  of 
which  will  materially  assist  the  decyphering  of  the  other.^ 

Retebsb. — Head  of  a  female,  front  face,  with  very  singular  head-dress .  necklace 
and  rows  of  pearls  on  the  boddioe  :  legend  in  the  ancient  Persian  character  not  easily 
legible.    It  is  copied  in  10  0.,  pi.  v. 

[  I  withhold  any  commentary  on  these  specimens  of  Indo- 
Sassanian  coinages,  until  the  more  appropriate  occasion  in 
connexion  with  the  review  of  the  general  subject,  entered 
into  by  Prinsep  under  Art.  XV.  Further  illustration  of  this 
particular  type  of  money  will  be  found  under  Art.  XX.  I 
may,  however,  mention,  with  reference  to  the  light  they  might 
be  expected  to  throw  on  the  age  of  the  monument  wherein 
they  were  found,  that  their  date  is,  as  yet,  altogether  indeter- 
minate.] 

Fig.  9. — The  last  coin  of  this  series  is  a  silver  coin,  already  depicted  as  48  of 
Kr.  Wilson's  plates,  very  rude  in  execution,  but  of  strong  relief.  The  fabrication 
of  this  is  decidedly  HindO,  and  the  inscription  on  the  rereise  resembles  the  Lantsu, 
or  pointed  variety  of  the  N6garf  alphabet,  of  which  we  have  specimens  from  Nep&l 
and  Tibet.    The  words  visible  are  *  Sri  yag ' 

[Major  Cunningham  assigns  this  coin  to  '  Sri  Yaso 
Varma,  of  Kanauj,  circA  692=729  a.d.  ;'  the  date  is,  of 
course,  doubtful. — ^  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,' 
No.  7, 1854.     The  reference  is  quoted  entire  at  page  99  infrd.] 

Obtebsb. — A  r4j6,  coated ;  his  disproportionate  left  hand  seems  to  hold  the  hook 
before  remarked ;  the  hair  is  disposed  in  curls ;  on  the  right  is  a  symbol  resembling 
a  tree,  but  it  may  probably  be  the  sleeve  of  the  right  arm. 

RxvBBSE. — I  have  little  doubt  that  this  rude  figure  represents  a  female  standing, 
with  flowing  drapery ;  the  head  and  face  are  out  of  the  die,  but  the  breast  and  waist, 
on  comparison  with  other  coins  of  the  same  type  (for  they  are  plentiftil),  fully  bear 
out  this  conclusion. 

The  contents  of  this  first  box  are  peculiarly  valuable,  not  only  from  the  variety  of 
coins  here  discovered  to  be  contemporaneous,  but  from  the  presence  of  the  Sassanian 
coin  [a.h.  66=sA.d.  685-6],  which  brings  the  epoch  of  the  structure  within  cognate 
limits,  unless  indeed  a  dynasty  of  fire-worshippers  reigned  in  these  parts  previous  to 
the  formation  of  the  last  Persian  monarchy  by  Artaxcrxes  in  a.d.  223 :  but  we  must 
postpone  all  speculations,  and  proceed  with  our  description  of  the  works. 

The  above  box  and  its  contents  were  found  in  their  natural  position,  as  deposited 
at  the  base  of  the  square  stone  block  of  masonry  which  terminated  there :  (I  am 
uncertain,  however,  whether  the  French  text  will  bear  the  interpretation  I  have  given, 

'  A  few  more  of  these  curious  coins  have  been  received  in  Kera'mat  All's  col- 
lection, but  I  do  not  introduce  them  here,  being  desirous  of  exhibiting  the  Manikyila 
treasures  unmixed.    One  bears  the  name  of  Krishna  as  Sri  V&su  Dcva. 
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or  whether  the  square  if  not  a  hollow  square  or  ehamher, — *'  On  a  tronT^  nn  carr^ 
parfait  k  dooze  pieds,  tr^bien  ^tabli  an  centre,  b&ti  r^golidrement  en  pierres  de 
taille,  et  tr^bien  conserre.  Apr^  avoir  creos6  dix  pieds,"  etc.,  and  afterwards,  ^He 
tout  an  bas  dn  carr^,  dont  la  batisso  rdgnli^  s'est  termin^e  \k," 

[  This    latter    proved    to    be    the    correct    interpretation. 

*  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal^'  vol.  iii.,  p.  326.] 

On  the  12th  May,  the  perforation  had  reached  thirty-six  feet,  when  another 
copper  coin  presented  itself. 

On  the  22nd  May,  as  it  was  imagined  that  nothing  more  wonld  be  found  in  the 
centre  of  the  cupola,  on  account  of  the  termination  of  the  square  building,  an 
opening  was  made  on  the  northern  side,  of  the  height  of  six  fbet,  and  twelve  broad  : 
the  excavations  were  pushed  forward  at  both  points. 

On  the  25th  May,  a  depth  of  forty-five  feet  had  been  attained,  when,  on  lifting 
up  a  large  quarried  stone,  another  similarly-squared  stone  was  found  underneath, 
having  in  its  centre  a  round  hole ;  in  the  middle  of  this  hole  there  lay  deposited— 

Fio.  12. — A  copper  box,  somewhat  similar  in  form  to  the  gold  one  just 
described ;  it  was  perforated  on  opposite  sides,  where  apparently  handles  had  been 
soldered  on.    The  lid  was  decayed.    Inside  this  box  were  found — 

Fio.  13.~A  little  piece  of  cloth  : 

Fig.  14. — ^A  circular  crystal  drop,  and 

Fio.  15. — A  small  cylinder  of  pure  gold.  (Whatever  relic  may  have  been  in 
the  gold  cylinder  has  been  lost). 

On  the  27th  May,  at  the  depth  of  fifty-four  feet,  another  copper  coin  was 
turned  up. 

On  the  29th  May,  at  the  depth  of  sixty-four  feet,  an  irregular  hole  appeared  of 
six  lines  broad,  in  which  were  discovered — 

Fio.  16. — A  copper  ring,  and 

Fio.  17. — A  kauri  (cyprssa  moneta). 

Fio.  18. — At  ten  lines  lower  down  were  also  found  an  iron  ring  and  three  more 
Sassanian  coins,  in  a  very  decayed  state. 

[This  broken  coin  also   appears  to   belong   to   the  Arab 
period^  or  to  an  epoch  closely  preceding  it.] 

On  the  last  day  of  the  same  month,  the  principal  discovery  rewarded  the 
Chevalier's  labours. 

An  immense  stone  slab  seemed  here  to  cover  the  whole  surfisoe  :  it  was  removed 
with  great  Inbor  and  difficulty,  and  underneath  was  perceived  with  joy  a  small 
chamber  or  basin  cut  into  the  solid  stone,  a  foot  in  breadth  and  depth,  the  interior 
of  it  built  up  with  stone  and  lime.  In  the  midst  of  this,  on  its  careful  removal,  were 
found,  thus  hermetically  sealed,  the  second  series  of  relics  now  to  be  described 
(plate  vi.) 

Fio.  19,  PI.  vi. — A  box  of  copper  (supposed  to  be  iron  by  M.  Ventura)  filled 
with  a  brown  compound  liquid. 

Fio.  20. — ^Within  this  box  and  liquid,  a  brass  cylindrical  box,  cast  and  turned  on 
the  lathe.  The  surface  of  the  metal  was  in  such  excellent  preservation  as  still  to 
retain  the  fresh  marks  of  the  tool,  but  the  pinnacle  on  the  top  of  the  lid  was  broken 
off  by  corrosion,  or  in  consequence  of  a  fiaw  at  the  neck.  The  lid  having  been  made 
on  the  lathe  also  fitted  perfectly  tight,  and  must  have  kept  in,  without  loss  by 
evaporation,  another  portion  of  the  thick  brown  liquid  with  which  it  was  found  to 
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be  filled.  On  cleaning  the  upper  surface  of  the  lid,  it  waa  discoTered  that  an 
inscription  had  been  there  punched  circularly  round  it.  The  letters  are  formed  by 
dots,  but  they  are  perfectly  well  preserred,  and  are  of  the  first  importance  in  making 
out  the  nature  of  the  deposit. 

Fio.  20  b.  represents  a  fkc-simile  of  this  inscription,  which  is  again  written 
below  to  facilitate  its  lecture.  The  character  so  strongly  resembles  an  ancient  form 
of  N6g&ii,  such  as  might  be  used  in  writing,  without  the  head-Unes  of  book-letter, 
that  sanguine  hopes  may  be  entertained  of  its  yielding  to  the  already  snccessfiil 
efforts  of  our  Vice-President  and  Captain  Troyer.  The  same  writing  has  been  found 
by  Dr.  Martin  Honigberger  and  Mr.  Masson  in  other  topes.  The  latter  has  favored 
me  (through  Dr.  Gerard)  with  a  transcript  of  two  in  which  he  finds  the  same  words 
repeated.    I  haye  placed  these  on  the  same  plate  for  conyenience  of  examination. 

[Major  Cunningham — an  early  numismatic  coadjutor  of 
James  Prinsep — ^has,  throughout^  devoted  much  attention  to 
the  Arian  section  of  Indian  Palaeography,  and  we  even  now 
await  the  complete  exposition  of  his  labors  in  his  long-promised 
work,  on  the  '  Successors  of  Alexander  in  the  East.'  In  the 
meantime,  in  his  most  recent  paper  in  the  'Journal  of  the 
Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  vii.  of  1854,  he  has  favored  us 
with  some  tentative  readings  of  the  various  inscriptions  illus- 
trative of  the  Maniky&la  and  other  tope  relics.  And  although, 
— ^in  the  very  nature  of  the  character,  and  the  consequent 
difficulty  attending  any  positive  definition  of  phonetic  values 
which  is  not  supported  by  a  leading  context,  or  illustrated  by 
transcripts  or  translations  in  other  alphabets  and  languages, — 
these  interpretations  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  prove  con- 
clusive, yet  Major  Cunningham  is  entitled  to  the  fullest  credit 
for  having  grappled  with  a  difficult  subject,  and  for  having 
done  his  utmost  to  advance  the  general  enquiry.*     As  I  have 

^  [  Ab  I  am  anxious  to  do  eyery  justice  to  Major  Cunningham's  perseyeranoe  in  the 
cause  of  Indian  Antiquities^  I  anticipate  the  due  order  of  the  deyelopment  of  Arian 
Palsograjphy  in  these  ^ages,  and  admit  him  to  set  forth  his  ftill  pretensions  in  this 
hranch  or  discoyery,  in  introductory  juxtaposition  with  his  most  recent  application  of 
his  alphabetical  test : — **  I  cannot  close  this  account,  without  saying  a  few  words  in 
fayor  of  my  claim  to  the  discoyery  of  the  true  yalue  of  eleyen  letters,  or  of  just 
one-third  of  the  Ariano-P61i  alphabet.  The  whole  number  of  single  letters  amounts 
to  thirty-fiye,  of  which  James  tVinsep  had  assigned  the  true  yalue  to  seyenteen  or 
just  one-half.  To  Mr.  Norris  is  due  the  discoyery  of  six  single  letters  of  which  two 
are  the  monumental  forms  of  eh  and  its  aspirate ;  and  the  iorm  of  one  letter yA  still 
remains  unknown.  Of  the  nine  known  yowels  (fiye  initial  and  four  medial),  seyen 
were  determined  by  James  Prinsep  and  two  by  me.  Of  the  few  compoundf  letters 
which  are  at  present  known,  the  numismatic  anutwdra  was  discoyered  by  James 
Prinsep,  the  monumental  one  by  Mr.  Norris ;  but  the  attached  r  in  Ara,  tra^  dra^ 
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set  forth  Major  Cunningham's  claiins,  so  I  am  equally  bound 
to  acknowledge  my  own  special  deficiencies.  I  have  never 
yet  had  occasion  to  appear  as  the  expounder  of  Arian 
writing :  I  have  allowed  my  progress  in  that  direction  to 
follow  the  developments  of  others ;  and  it  is  only  now,  when  I 
find  myself  pledged  to  edit  Prinsep's  Essays,  that  I  have  com- 
menced any  original  and  independent  scrutiny  of  these  alpha- 
bets, either  monumental  or  numismatic.  I  have,  in  brief, 
hitherto  confined  my  studies  to  the  less  interesting  divisions 
of  Indian  Antiquities,  seeing  that  so  many  and  such  competent 
archaeologists  were  occupied  in  tracing  out  the  records  of 
Greek  civilization  in  Central  Asia.  However,  as  I  am  bound, 
in  the  cause  of  truth,  to  expose  any  defects  that  may  become 
apparent  as  I  proceed,  I  shall  not  shrink  £rom  that  duty, 
even  as  concerning  a  writer  who  may  be  supposed  to  be 
better  instructed  than  myself. 

First,  as  to  the  fac-similes  which  form  the  data  upon 
which  the  proposed  interpretations  are  based,  I  observe 
that  Major  Cunningham's  transcript*  of  Prinsep's  legend. 
No  20  J,  plate  vi.,  diflfers  materially  from  that  engraving.' 
Whether  the  author  was  in  possession  of  any  improved  fac- 
simile he  docs  not  tell  us ;  but  it  will  be  sufficient  for  me 
to  say,  that  I  have  the  original  inscribed  relic  at  hand,' 
wherewith  to  rectify  either  the  one  or  the  other  copy. 

Major  Cunningham,  it  will  be  seen,  from  the  passage 
quoted  in   extenso    below,*  now   represents    this    legend    in 

and  stra  ;  the  attached  i  in  Mi ;  the  attached  m  in  rm  are  all  due  to  myself.  The 
single  letters  of  which  I  claim  the  discovery  are  g^  ghy  ng ;  ehy  ehh ;  t,d;  ph^b, 
dA ;  9 ;  all  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  the  fourth  and  fifth,  were  macfe  known 
jln  this  Jonmal,  hefore  the  publication  of  Mr.  Norris's  alphabet  in  the  Journal  of 
the  Royal  Anatie  Society^  for  1856/' — *  Coins  of  Indian  Buddhist  Satraps/  Journal 
of  the  Aiiatie  Society  of  Bengal,  Tii.  of  1854,  p.  714.^ 

^  [  '  .Tonmal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,*  vii.  of  1854,  plate  xxxt.,  fig.  24.] 

'  [Especially  in  regard  to  the  second,  eleTenth,  thirteenth  and  twenty-second 
letters.] 

s  [In  the  British  Museum.] 

*  f  I  extract  Major  Cunningham's  own  summary  of  his  deciphcrmentSi  as  weU  as 
)iis  inferences  therefrom : — 

^'  Fig.  24,  plate  xxxt,,  '  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  Ko.  vii. 
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Roman  letters  by  '  Swati  SXva  Chatrapasa  Gandaphuia 
ChfUrapa  putrasa  danatrayam.*  I  have  little  objection  to 
offer   to   this  rendering,    except   in   the   somewhat  unimpor- 

of  1854,  is  the  inscription  on  the  lid  of  the  hrass  cylinder,  extracted  by  General 
Ventura  from  the  gn^at  ManikyMa  tope,  wliich  I  believe  no  one  but  myself  has 
yet  attempted  to  decypher.  One  of  the  names  is  still  doubtful,  but  the  remainder 
of  the  inscription  seems  to  me  to  be  pcrfc>ctly  clciur.  I  read  the  whole  inscription  as 
follows  :     *■  Swati  Siva    Chtrtrapasa  Oandaphuka  Chairapa  putrasa  danatrayam* 

*  The  three  gifts  of  the  Satrap  Swasti  Siva,  son  of  the  Satrap  Gandaphuka.'  The 
last  four  letters  of  the  inscription,  which,  for  want  of  room  on  the  lid  of  the  cylinder, 
are  plaood  below,  I  read  as  danatrayam  *  the  three  gifts.'  These  I  suppose  to  refer 
to  tnc  three  cylinders  or  relic-boxes,  which  were  deposited  in  the  three  separate 
chambers  of  the  tope." 

I  should  be  sorry  to  offer  any  discouragement  to  corrections  of  errors,  but  as  I 
am  contesting  Major  Cunningham's  present  decipherment,  I  insert,  by  way  of 
ooBtrast,  his  previous  interpretation  of  the  same  inscription,  published  in  1845.  This 
will,  at  least,  serve  to  exemplify  how  readily  phonetic  values  and  supplemental 
arguments  may  be  made  to  follow  the  favorite  theories  of  the  moment : — 

"Ventura's  Maniky&la  cylinder  inscription  .  .  I  read  as  follows:  *  Swati 
Siri  munipasa  Qangaphuka  munipa  putasa,  Swati  Siri  is  the  Sanscrit  Swasti 
Sri^  an  auspicious  invocation  of  very  common  occurrence  in  the  beginning  of 
inscriptions  even  at  the  present  day.  Muni  is  *  a  holy  personage,'  with  the  affix  of  jm, 
usually  nven  to  holy  men;  for  instance,  Gwali,  after  whom  'Uwali  awara'  (Gwalior) 
is  named,  is  invariably  called  Gwalipa.  Gangaphuka  means  *  the  bird  of  the  Ganges,' 
and  the  whole  legend  is,  '  All  hail !  (Tope)  of  the  Muni,  the  son  of  Gangaphuka 
Muni.'  This,  of  course,  refers  to  Kanyatratra  Muni ;  and,  indeed,  the  very  name 
of  Manikiyala  points  to  the  same  conclusion,  Mumka^alaya  being[  *  the  pUce  of  the 
Muni.'  Another  derivation  may  be  from  tnant\  *  a  gem' ;  lifani-ki-alaya,  *  the  place 
or  receptacle  of  a  gem  or  relic.' " — •  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,' 
No.  162,  (1845,  p.  482.) 

I  resume  the  sequel  of  Miyor  Cunningham's  remarks  from  his  last  paper  in  the 

*  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  vii.  of  1854  : — 

"The  three  deposits  comprised  the  following  articles: — 

"  Upper  deposit  at  twelve  feet  from  top.  Iron  (or  copper)  box,  enclosing  a  box 
of  pure  (Told,  which,  amongst  other  things,  contained  the  following  coins : — 

"  Gold  coin  of  Ocrki.  Revkkse. — A  four-armed  seated  figure,  with  a  crescent 
behind  the  shoulders,  styled  MANAO-BAro.  This  figure  I  take  to  be  the  four-armed 
OKPO,  the  supreme  God  or  Mahadeva.     .     .     .    MANAO  is,  no  doubt,  the  moon. 

"  One  thin  Sassanian  silver  coin. 

**  Two  I ndo- Sassanian  silver  coins. 

"One  thick  silver  (or  electrum)   coin  .      of  Sri  Yaao    Vanna,   which 

was  the  name  of  the  celebrated  K&jA  of  Eanauj,  the  rival  contemporary  of  Lali- 
t&ditya,  of  Kashmir,  who  reigned  from  a.d.  693  to  729.  I  do  not  infer  from  this 
that 'the  great  tope  was  not  built  until  a.d.  700,  but  simply  that  the  uppermost 
chamber,  with  its  enshrined  relic,  was  accessible  until  that  date.  In  most  topes 
the  relic-chambers  were  made  accessible,  with  the  view  of  extracting  the  renc- 
boxes  for  annual  exhibition  to  the  people.  Kings  and  conquerors  could,  of  course, 
command  a  sight  of  them  at  any  time.  I  suppose,  therefore,  that  on  his 
invasion  of  the  Punj&b,  Yasovarma  may  have  inspected  the  relics  of  the  great 
Maniky&la  tope,  and  that  his  coin  may  have  been  deiKwited  in  the  relic-box  by  the 
grateful  Buddhist  fraternity,  as  a  remembrance  of  his  visit. 

"  The  second  deposit,  at  a  depth  of  forty-five  feet,  consisted  of  a  copper  box 
enclosing  a  cylinder  of  pure  g^Id.    Nothing  was  found  in  this  casket ;  but  it  ia 
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•Mit*  matter  of  the  orthography  of  the  names.  *  Swati  Siva' 
is  clearly  Kavi  Siva  in  the  original,  and  the  *  Gandaphuka*  is 
doubtful;  the  ^nd*  seems  to  be  a  simple  if  n,  and  the  ' u' 
which  is  supplimented  by  Major  Cunningham  to  the  'ph* — 
whatever  the  real  value  of  the  sign  may  be— certainly  does  not 
accord  with  the  obvious  *t*'  in  ^putra.^  The  '  danatrayam* 
is  the  portion  most  open  to  question  ;  but  its  rendering  as  such 
assimilates  so  well  with  apparent  probabilities,  that  we  can 
afford  to  overbear  minor  difficulties,  and  admit  it  to  stand  for 
the  present.  Supposing,  however,  this  reading  to  be  adopted,  I 
am  by  no  means  disposed  to  concur  in  the  idea,  that '  the  three 
gifts  of  the  Satrap '  comprehend  the  three  distinct  deposits  at 
different  elevations  in  the  perpendicular  central  line  of  the 
tope,  but  rather  would  confine  the  reference  to  the  triple- 
casket'  (19,  SO,  21)  enclosing  cinerary  remains,  which  was 


probable  that  there  was  an  enahrined  relic,  which  was  not  obserred  on  aoconnt  of  its 
minuteness. 

'*  The  third  d&potit,  at  a  depth  of  sixty-fonr  feet,  conaiited  of  another  eofpfer  box, 
enclosing  a  brass  cylindrical  box,  '  cast  and  tamed  on  the  lathe,'  inside  which  was 
another  gold  cylinaer.  With  these  caskets  were  fonnd  forty-nine  copper  coins  and 
one  gold  coin,  all  belonging  to  the  Indo-Scythian  princes,  Oerki  ancl  Kanerki,  or 
Husnka  and  Kamshka.  In  the  gold  cylinder  there  was  a  small  piece  of  silrer,  abont 
the  size  of  a  shilling,  on  which  were  engrayed  two  lines  of  Ariano-P&li  writing. 
The  upper  line  may  he  read  without  hesitation  as  OtmanfOM,  '  of  the  emancipated,' 
or  more  literally, '  of  one  who  has  abandoned  the  body* ;  from  ^ima,  *  abandoning ;' 
and  anagoj  *  the  bodj.'  The  second  line  I  read  as  Eanarakaea^  taking  the  first  and 
fourth  letters  as  cursiTe  forms  of  k.  No  donbt  this  plain  disc  of  silver,  as  James 
Prinsep  supposed,  was  '  intended  to  eiplain  the  whole  mystery.'  This  mystery  I 
belieye  to  be  explained  by  my  reading  of  the  two  words  as  0<mtmgata  Kanarakata^ 
or  '  (relics)  of  the  emancipated  Kanerki.'  According  to  this  reading,  the  great 
tope  of  Manikyfila  was  the  mausoleum  of  the  Indo-Scythian  Kanerki  or  Kanishka, 
the  paramount  nder  of  E&bul,  Kashmir,  and  the  Punjab,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
Christian  era.  The  brown  liauid,  therefore,  most  probably  contains  the  mortal 
remains  of  the  great  Indo-Scytoian  emperor,  mixed  with  a  portion  of  sandal  wood  or 
other  ashes  from  his  ftmeral  pile. 

<<  With  regard  to  the  *  three  gifts'  of  Swasti  8iTa,  the  satrap  of  Taxila,  I  suppose 
that  they  may  have  been  either  the  distinct  deposits  which  were  found  in  different 
parts  of  the  tope,  or  the  throe  separate  boxes  of  the  lower  deposit;  only,  the  former 
I  think  the  more  probable  conclusion,  as  the  uppermost  deposit  contained  a  eold  coin 
of  Oerki,  who  was  an  Indo-Scythian  prince  of  as  early  a  oate  as  Kanishka  himself." 
—<  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  No.  yii.  of  1854.— E.T.] 

^  ri  say  *  unimportant'  only  with  reference  to  these  particular  names,  as  the 
identification  of  the  local  satrap  of  Taxila  is  not  very  likely  to  aid  the  cause  of 
genwal  history.] 

'  [  *  This  triple  encasement  of  the  relics  is  frequent  in  the  topes  opened  by 
Masson/    Ariana  Anttqua^  41.] 
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clearly  isolated,  and  cannot  bnt  be  regarded  as  the  primary 
deposit  of  the  whole,  both  from  the  position  it  occupies, 
and  the  care  that  has  been  taken  to  secure  it  from  access 
from  above.  When  the  deposition  took  place  it  is  difficult 
to  say,  and  it  would  be  still  more  hazardous  to  assert  that 
the  assembled  contents  had  remained  undisturbed  from  the 
date  of  their  first  enshrinement ;  but  it  is  interesting  to  note, 
in  partial  support  of  such  an  inference,  that  the  small  gold 
coin  holding  the  place  of  honor  in  the  inmost  recess,  and 
the  copper  coins  preserved  in  the  brass  box,  as  well  as  those 
in  the  external  stone  receptacle,  alike  belong  to  Oerki  and 
Kanerki,  and  were  unassociated  with  any  medals  of  other 
kings  either  of  an  earlier  or  later  period.^  It  is  a  further 
subject  of  remark,  that  in  this  deposit  we  have  nothing  more 
modem  in  the  palseographic  aspect,  than  Greek  and  Arian 
writing. — E.  T.] 

In  this  brass  box,  20,  were  five  copper  medals,  Fioa.  2S,  29,  30,  31,  32,  all 
differing  in  device,  but  of  that  kind  already  known  to  us  from  a  multitude  of 
specimens  found  in  Afgh&nist&n  and  Upper  India,  by  the  arbitrary  names  of 
*  Indo-Scythio  coins,'  and  now  ascribed  by  Mr.  Masson  with  certainty  to  Kanerka, 
Kadphises,  etc. 

They  are  all  wonderfully  well  preserved,  and  seem  to  have  been  selected  to  shew 
us  the  prototype  of  the  very  five  species  of  coins  to  which  the  *key'  monogram  is 
peculiar. 

Leaving  these  coins,  as  already  familiar  to  us,  although  by  no  means  exhausted 
in  interest :  within  this  brass  cylinder  and  buried  in  the  brown  liquid  appeared  a 
gold  cylindrical  box,  Fio.  21,  four  inches  long,  by  1^  inch  in  diameter ;  the  lid 
fitting  closely  on  the  interior  of  the  cylinder,  which  it  entered  to  the  depth  of 
1|  inch. 

This  box  was  also  filled  with  thick  brown  liquid  mixed  up  with  a  multitude  of 
fragments  of  what  M.  Ventura  supposed  to  be  broken  amber  (ambr$  briaij,  Fio.  22 
ayb^e,dy$y  will  give  some  idea  of  their  appearance  when  washed.  They  were  of  a 
light  yellow  or  topaz  colour,  which  was  driven  o^  by^  a  red  heat,  leaving  them 
colourless.  The  first  conjecture  supposed  them  to  be  fragments  of  a  glass  vessel, 
which  burst  into  pieces  from  the  expansion  or  fermentation  of  its  contents;  and 
that  the  small  bit  of  string,  Fio.  23,  might  have  been  used  to  bind  the  cover  ? 

^  r  Eanerki  has  been  variously  dated  by  Major  Cunningham.  <  Hushka,  Jushka 
and  Aanishka,  b.o.  41  to  21.' — Nwniamatie  VhronicUy  vi.,  18,  and  Journal  of  the 
Atiatie  Society  of  Bengal^  1845,  p.  431 :  again,  *  between  30  b.c.  and  24  a.d.'— 

Chronological  Table,  Nummnatie  Ohroniehf  viii^  175 :  and,  lastly,  *  b.c.  77  to  17.' 

Journal  of  the  Aeiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  No.  vii.,  p.  704,  1864.     The  preferential 
date  may  be  selected  from  the  various  authorities  quoted  in  full  under  Art.  XZI.] 


102     :V-. :  :•• :  :••: *rfS'  iioPE.* tJ^-manikyala .  c*".  n. 


Within  the  box  waa  also  diwoyered  Fio  24,  a  amaU  gold  coin  weighing  precisely 
80  grains  (J  drachma).  The  dcTice  resembles  in  some  respects  the  larger  gold  coin 
in  the  first  gold  box. 

Obybiuis. — The  king  holding  the  spica  and  hook  (gugrM,  Mtlo) ;  dress  as 
beforo  described,  and  characters  on  the  msirgln  dccyphenblA— -is,  ONIKIKOPANO 
[OHPKI  KOPANO]— the  rest  illegible. 

REVsnsB. — A  sacred  personage  standing  with  his  hand  outstretched  in  an  im- 
pressiTe  attitude ;  his  head  surrounded  with  a  halo  or  rather  n«M,  as  distinguished 
from  the  moon  on  the  other  coin.  The  four-pronged  symbol  occupies  a  place  to  the 
right,  and  on  the  left  are  some  indistinct  letters,  KNIIPO  [MIIPO].  The  head  of  the 
figure  is  rather  out  of  proportion,  but  the  execution  is  otherwise  veiy  good. 

There  is  also  another  minute  coin  of  gold,  Fio.  25.  But  the  article  of  chief  value 
in  this  cylinder  is  decidedly  Fxo.  26,  a  plain  disc  of  silver,  upon  which  have  been 
engraved  certain  letters,  evidently  calculated  and  intended  to  explain  the  purport  of 
the  whole  mystery.  The  characters  are  precisely  those  of  the  lid  of  the  outer  brass 
cylinder;  but  their  combination  is  different.  There  can  be  little  doubt  of  their 
affinity  to  the  Sanskrit,  but  the  difficulty  of  decyphering  them  is  enhanced  by  the 
substitution  of  the  written  hand  for  the  perfect  N&garf,  which  is  clearly  proved, 
from  the  coins  discovered  in  the  first  box,  to  have  been  well  known  at  the  period. 
The  difference  is  such  as  is  remarked  between  the  mahtffani  I*  commercial  writing'  ], 
and  the  printed  N&garf  of  the  present  day. 

[The  comprehensive  extract  quoted  at  page  98,  will 
indicate  to  the  reader  that  Major  Cunningham  has  further 
essayed  the  illustration  of  the  Manikydla  antiquities,  by 
offering  a  solution  of  the  enigma  involved  in  the  writing  on 
this  silver  disc.  He  has  three  times*  come  before  the  public 
as  the  exponent  of  this  mystery,  and  has,  on  this  third  occa- 
sion, admitted,  with  considerable  candour,'  the  untenable 
nature  of  his  earlier  efforts  towards  its  interpretation. 

But  it  is  a  question  with  me,  whether  his  latest  explanation 

*  [  I  cite  Major  Cunningham,  verbatim^  for  his  two  previous  interpretations : — 

''  In  the  present  short  inscription  the  only  doubtful  letters  are  in  the  lower  line. 
The  upper  line  reads  simply  gomahgata,    *of  the  anointed  body  (or  limb),'  from 

jn4|yom,  to  '  anoint,*  tkiiATii^'angga^  *  the  body  (or  a  member  of  it).'  In  the  lower 
line,  the  first  letter  on  the  ri^t  hand  is  certainlv  k  (I  write  with  two  electro-type 
fac-similes  of  the  original  before  mo) ;  the  sccoua  looks  more  like  n  than  any  otncr 
letter ;  the  third  is  t ;  the  fourth  is  tu  or  to  according  to  my  alphabet ;  and  the  last 
is  clearly  s :  thus  forming  kana  ia  tu  m,  which  is  the  Piui  form  of  the  Sanskrit, 
kanagatratrasa,  *  the  supporter  or  cherisher  of  maidens.'"  —  *  Journal  of  the 
Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  No.  152  of  1845,  p.  431. 

"  Of  the  Memorial  Topes,  but  little  is  at  present  known.  It  seems  nearly  certain, 
however,  that  the  great  Maniky&la  Tope  was  of  this  kind;  for  the  inscription 
rxtraeted  from  it,  which  begins  with  Gomangasa^  'of  the  abandoned  body,'  un- 
doubtedly refers  to  S&kya's  abandonment  of  his  body  to  a  hungry  lion." — *  Bhilsa 
Topes,'  p.  12,  (1854).] 
»  ['  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  vii.  of  1 864,  p.  701.] 
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is  any  more  sound  than  its  predecessors.  That  it  is  bolder 
in  the  liberties  it  takes  with  literal  forms^  there  is  little 
doubt;  but  it  is  against  this  very  tendency  that  I  am  com- 
pelled most  energetically  to  protest. 

We  are  told  that  the  Arian  legend  will  answer  to  the 
transcription  of  Oomanffasa  Kanarakc^a,  which  is  interpreted 
'  (relics)  of  the  emancipated  Kanerki ' ;  and  on  two  occasions 
we  have  been  furnished  with  new  fac-similes^  which,  however, 
differ  immaterially  from  Prinsep's  engraving.  But  to  refer  at 
once  to  the  original  itself,  I  follow  Major  Cunningham  in 
the  first  and  second  letters,  but  object  to  his  definition  of. 
the  third.  The  character  he  calls '^«jr*'  is  merely  the 
ordinary  nf  n. 

In  the  verification  of  the  name  we  differ  more  decidedly. 
I  concur  in  the  acceptance  of  the  opening  letter  as  TV  A;, 
though  I  am  aware  that  the  engravings  do  not  fully  bear  out 
such  an  identification;  but  the  character,  though  imper- 
fectly fashioned,  may  be  pronounced  to  represent  that  sign, 
on  the  authority  of  the  outline  extant  on  the  silver  disc. 

The  adoption  of  the  second  letter  as  if  ;»,  is,  I  think, 
altogether  inadmissible,  it  may  be  an  r,  a  ^,  or  any  one  of  the 
optional  values  this  sign  has  to  answer  to.  The  next  character 
is  clearly  a  ^  v,  and  the  succeeding  letter  has  a  nearly  similar 
normal  outline,  but  is  shortened  up  in  the  length  of  the  down* 

^  [  It  is  not  a  little  singular  that  Major  Cunningham  should  haye  liilleB  in  with 
so  many  of  Ihese  otherwise  rare  letters  ^ :  they  are  infrequent  enough  in  the 
ordinary  language,  but  we  have  no  single  example  of  their  use  in  th&  entire  Kapur- 
digiri  inscription,  and  Prinsep  was  a  long  time  before  he  detected  the  sign  at  all  in 
the  PMi  l&t  alphabet  ( *  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  1837,  p.  475) ; 
and,  to  the  last,  he  docs  not  pretend  to  have  discoyered  it  in  the  writing  of  the 
Western  Cayes !  (pi.  xiii.,  yol.  yii.).  Neither  has  Dr.  Stoyenson  since  found  its 
equiyalent  in  his  more  elaborate  examination  of  the  'Satrap'  caye  alphabet 
( *  Bombay  Journal,'  1853).  At  the  same  time,  I  am  quite  prepared  to  admit  the 
laxity  with  which  the  several  nasals  were  applied  in  the  Arian  systems  of  ortho- 
graphy, as  well  as  to  cite,  in  possible  justification  of  the  misuse  of  this  l|f,the 
parallel  employment  of  the  letter  'Sjf  in  the  word  vanana,  as  the  equivalent  of  the 
Indian  Pftli  J.  f    I     vyapjana,  (Tablet  3,  Kapurdigiri). 
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stroke^  which  elongation  ordinarily  constitutes  one  of  the 
diBtmguishing  marks  of  the  v,  and  has  a  rowel  [o?],  or  some 
literal  modification^  inserted  below  in  the  forward  line  of 
the  writing.' 

'  I  am  aware  that^  in  saying  all  this^  I  am  disturbing  a 
very  plausible  theory — and  one  to  which,  I  admit,  I  should 
have  been  glad  to  have  been  able  to  give  my  adhesion — 
without  offering  a  better  in  its  supersession ;  but  my  opinion 
is,  that  no  theory  at  all  is  preferable  to  a  bad  one: — ^the 
negative  position  is  not  likely  to  mislead,  the  positive  con- 
verse is. 

I  feel  bound,  however,  to  add,  in  justification  of  my 
apparent  shortcoming,  that  I  have  not  failed  to  examine  all 
the  Tope  inscriptions  within  reach,  from  the  short  detached 
records  on  the  inner  caskets'  to  the  lengthy  legend  on  the 
Wardak  brass  vessel,'  extending  equally  to  the  inscription  on 
the  stone   slab^    from   the    Tope    at   Manikyila  opened  by 

*  [I  most  rdtente,  that  in  all  thSM  remarke,  my  observatioiis  are  baaed  upon  the 
lineB  extant  upon  the  yeritable  antiquei  themBclyce — and  that  in  this  instance,  more- 
oTer,  Mr.  H.  T.  Prinsep's  engraTer  merely  copies  James  Prinsep's  etchings,  which 
orirmally  exhibited  the  legend  on  the  disc,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  Aiian  writing 
in  the  plate,  upside  down.] 

>  [  In  addition  to  those  above  adyerted  to,  there  are  others  that  aniYed  too 
late  lOT  insertion  in  the  *  Ariana  Antiqna.'  I  haye  not  been  able  to  disoorer  in 
tiie  East  India  House  Museum,  either  the  earthen  ressel  from  Tope  No.  13.  Hidda, 
or  Masson's  original  fac-simile  of  its  inscription,  copied  in  lithograph  at  the  foot  of 
the  plate  of  alphabets  in  'Ariana  Antiqua.'  The  steatite  yase  (pL  iL,  'Ariana 
Antiqua '),  from  Hidda  Tope,  No.  10,  is  ayailable  for  examination.] 

s  [  Masson,  in  '  Ariana  Antiqua,'  p.  118.  This  vessel,  which  bears  great  simili- 
tude to  an  ordinary  Indian  lotah,  is  inscribed  with  three  dotted  Unes  of  well-formed 
characters,  to  the  number  of  nearly  three  hundred.  The  inscription  commences 
with  a  date  of  three  figures,  consisting  of  two  threes,  and  a  cypher  like  the  opening 
symbol  in  the  ManikySla  date  (arraneed  thus  )33),  and  seemed  to  promise  an  easy 
solution,  both  frt>m  the  clearness  of  the  alphabet  and  the  frequent  recurrence  of 
fixed  words ;  but,  of  course,  Professor  WiUon's  decision  has^  damped  my  ardour, 
and  I  am,  therefore,  content  to  leave  it  much  as  I  found  it.    I  may,  however, 

mention,  that  it  contains  the  titles  of  cf^lM^  TWTf^ITW  with  an  illegible 
name  following  them :  I  hope  to  be  able  to  insert  a  fiic^simile  of  the  entire  inscription 
in  pbUe  x.,  for  the  exercise  of  the  in^nuity  of  those  who  many  hereafter  master 
the  ancient  local  languages  of  Afgh&nist&n.  J 

*  [The  stone  itself  is  fixed  in  the  walls  of  the  Biblioth^ue  Imp^riale,  upside 
down !  I  derived  my  first  transcript  from  a  paper  impression,  which  M.  Mohl 
was  obliging  enough  to  forward  to  Mr.  Noms  some  years  affo.  The  fac-simile 
given  in  plate  ix.  is  based  upon  this  transfer,  the  doubtful  letters  having  been  verified 
and  corrected  by  a  personal  examination  of  the  original.] 
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General  Court.  Of  all  these  I  have  made  accurate  fac- 
similes; those  fac-similes  I  have  transcribed^  with  the 
utmost  care  into  Devan&gari ;  but,  disappointingly  enough, 
the  double  texts,  on  being  submitted  to  Professor  Wilson, 
are  alike  pronounced  to  convey  neither  Sanskrit  nor  any 
Indian  language  with  which  he  is  acquainted. — £.  T.] 

I  am  unprepared  to  speak  of  the  nature  of  the  brown  liquid,  which  most  there- 
fore furnish  matter  for  a  separate  notice. 

In  the  same  receptacle  of  stone  and  lime  were  deposited,  outside  the  copper  box, 
a  collection  of  forty-four  copper  coins ;  all  matching  with  one  or  other  of  the  five 
types  so  carefully  preserved  within  the  brown  liquid. 

On  the  2nd  June,  one  more  copper  coin  was  extracted,  and  on  the  3rd  of  the 
same  month,  six  more  of  a  similar  nature. 

On  the  8th  June,  the  opening  perforated  from  above  met  that  from  the  side,  and 
reached  the  earth  beneath  the  foundations.  The  excarations  were,  howeyer,  pur- 
sued to  a  depth  of  twenty  feet  below  the  level  of  the  structure  without  making  any 
further  discoyery,  until  the  setting  in  of  the  rains  finally  obliged  the  Cheyalier  to 
discontinue  his  operations. 

[  Prinsep  has  apparently  omitted  to  notice  in  this  paper  the 
fac-simile  he  has  inserted  in  the  illustrative  plate  (vi.),  and  which 
he  notes  on  the  engraving  as  ^^  scratched  around  a  brass  cylinder 
found  in  a  Tope  at  Jelalabad."  The  inscription  in  reality  ap- 
pears on  a  steatite  vase,  discovered  by  Mr.  Masson  in  Tope  No.  2 
of  Bimardn.'      It  has  naturally  attracted  much  attention,  and 

1  [*<Tope  No.  2  of  BSmar&n.    This  tope  is  of  the  second  class,  and  has  a 
circumference  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  leet ;  it  is  360  yards  distant  from  the 
ding  monument  (No.  1),  and  about  half  that  distance  from  the  superior  one 
"^  To    *  '     '" 


m  the  village  of  Blmar&n.  To  the  preceding  tope  it  has  much  affinity,  is  of  the 
same  kind  of  construction,  and  evidently  refers  to  the  same  epoch.  The  c^apidation 
of  both  structures  is  abo  of  similar  extent.  Its  embellishments  comprise  a  suc- 
cession of  arches  supported  on  pilasters,  enclosed  within  double  lines  of  moulding. 
M.  Honigberflrer  opened  this  monument  from  the  north  and  abandoned  it,  having 
been  induced  nastily  to  repair  to  K&bnl.  I  continued  his  pursuit,  and  in  the  centre 
of  the  tope  discovered  a  small  apartment,  formed,  as  usual,  oy  squares  of  slate,  from 
which  were  procured  some  valuable  and  satisfactory  relics.  They  consisted  of  a 
good-sized  globular  vase,  of  alg  or  steatite,  with  a  carved  cover  or  lid ;  both  of 
which  were  encircled  with  lines  of  inscriptionB,  scratched  with  a  stylet  or  other 
sharp-pointed  instrument.  The  characters  were  Bactro-P&li.  On  removing  the 
cover,  the  vase  was  found  to  contain  a  small  quantity  of  fine  mould,  in  which  were 
mingled  a  number  of  small  burnt  pearls,  beads  of  sapphire,  crystal,  etc.  In  the 
centre  was  standing  a  casket  of  pure  gold,  it  had  no  cover;  its  exterior  was 
embellished  with  ei^ht  figures,  in  separate  compartments,  formed  by  a  series  of 
flat  columns  supporting  finely  turned  arches,  the  spaces  between  which  were  filled 
hj  eaffles  hovering  with  extended  wings.  .  .  Tne  casket  was  coated  internally 
with  nardened  clay.  Within  the  casket  and  steatite  vase,  collectively,  were  con- 
tained a  small  metallic  plato—apparently  belonging  to  a  seal,  and  engraved  with  a 
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various  efforts  have  been  made  towards  its  decipherment^  but 
as  yet  without  any  marked  success;  like  the  rest  of  these 
legends,  it  is  now  declared  by  Professor  Wilson  to  be  unintel- 
ligible, either  in  its  original  form,  or  in  any  modem  transcript 
-we  can  derive  from  it.  He  himself,  in  1841,  attempted  the 
phonetic  expression  of  its  letters,  but  confessed  himself  dis- 
satisfied with  both  text  and  his  own  somewhat  vague  interpre- 
tation.* Bumouf '  first  detected  the  word  sarirehi  (nO^  or- 
dinarily applied  to  relics)  and  Major  Cunningham  has  sittce 
reported  progress  in  the  decipherment  of  other  portions  of  the 
double  legend.'    Having  premised  thus  much,  I  abstain  from 

seated  digare ;  thirty  small  dzeolar  omamentB  of  gold ;  mndry  beads  of  bviit  coral ; 
nameroiis  burnt  pearls ;  and  eighteen  beads  of  sapphire,  agate,  crystal,  etc.  Without 
the  steatite  yasc  were  also  deposited  four  copper  coins,  in  excellent  preserration, 
having  been  inserted  now  (Coins  of  Azes,  etc.,  *  Ariana  Antiqna,'  yiii.,  1,  p.  331). 
In  this  tope  it  may  be  observed,  there  was  no  interior  cupola,  and  the 
deposit  was  found  on  the  line  where  the  cylindrical  mass  of  the  structure  rested 
on  its  basement."  Masson,  *  Ariana  Antiqua,'  p.  70.  Professor  Wilson  more  tuJUy 
describes  the  casket  as  follows : — "  The  circumference  is  divided  into  eight  compart- 
ments, enshrining  four  figures  represented  in  duplicate.  They  are  separated  by 
pilasters,  terminating  in  arches,  circular  below  and  pointed  above,  between  which  are 
figures  of  birds  (cranes  ?).  .  .  The  third  figure  from  the  left  is  the  principal,  and 
is  that  of  the  Buddha  Sakya  Sinha  or  Gautama,  in  the  attitude  of  pronouncing  a  bene- 
diction ;  next  to  him,  on  his  left,  is  a  lay  follower  in  the  garb  of  a  R&jpAt  Hindfi,  in 
the  usual  attitude  of  reverential  salutation.  On  his  right  is  a  religious  follower  or 
ascetic,  with  his  hair  twisted,  and  the  water-ewer  in  one  hand,  the  other  is  raised  as 
in  salutation.  Behind  him  stands  a  female  disciple,  perhaps  a  religioua  female, 
such  as  the  nuns  still  found  at  Tibet,  in  the  act  of  prayer.  The  workmanship  of  this 
casket  is  very  remarkable,  and  exhibits  the  character  of  that  style  which  prevailed  in 
the  early  part  of  the  middle  ages."     *  Ariana  Antiqua,'  p.  63.] 

>  [  *  Ariana  Antiqua,'  259. 

I  should  not  have  encumbered  these  pages  with  any  notice  of  Dr.  Bird's  attempt 
to  decipher  this  writing,  had  he  not  intr^uced  it  with  the  following  too  confident 
heading : — **  On  the  vase  of  steatite,  which  encased  the  gold  cup,  there  is  an  in- 
scription not  deciphered  by  Professor  Wilson,  but  which  reads,"  etc.  (*  Historical 
Besearthes,'  by  J.  Bird,  Esq  :  Bombay,  1847,  page  63).  I  spare  my  readers  any 
further  quotation,  merely  remarking  that  I  am  altogether  unable  to  accede  to  the 
author's  transcription  of  the  original,  and  equally  unwilling  to  accept  his  translation, 
which  professes  to  discover  the  name  of  rhra-atcs  associated  with  the  worship  of 
the  Sun,  Mitra,  and  Vishnu  I  Apart  from  the  incorrect  rendering  of  the  majority  of 
the  letters,  the  interpreter  has  apparently  failed  to  discover  toe  identity  of  the 
greater  portion  of  the  two  legends.] 

'  *^*  J'ai  dit  qu'avec  I'image  do  ^^^7^)  ^  ^u'ils  v6n^rent  exclusivement,  ce  sent 
sea  reliques.  lis  leur  donnent  le  nom  exprcssif  de  Qariray  qui  sieiiifie  exactement 
earpa.  .  .  C'est  le  corps  memo  de  Ofikya  qi'on  adore  dans  les  debris  oui  en 
restent.  .  .  Je  trouve  ce  terme  fort  aistinctcment  6crit  ^arir^hi  (forme  palie  de 
rinstrumental  pluriel)  dans  la  courte  inscription  grav6e  sur  le  cylindre  trouv6 
k  Hidda;  il  s'y  reproduit  deux  fois."  Introduction  d  Fkistoire  du  Buddhitme 
Indien^  348. 

'  [  "  This  important  inscription  consists  of  two  lincR ;  the  upper  line,  which  is 
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any  lengthened  commentary  on  such  unpromising  materials,  and 
content  myself  with  appending  what  I  consider  the  preferable 
correspondents  of  the  several  characters  as  mechanically  de- 
rived from  the  original  outlines.  I  have  made  no  reference  to 
Prinsep's  fac-simile,  which  seems  to  have  been  a  mere  copy  of 
a  copy,  taken  at  a  time  when  neither  Masson  nor  Prinsep  knew 
much  about  the  alphabet ;  and  which  was  even  inserted  in 
the  original  plate  in  an  inverted  order :  this  last  reproach 
was,  however,  removed  on  Mr.  H.  T.  Prinsep's  republication 
of  the  engraving  in  1844.* 

It      9    4     6   6    7        8   9  10    11  It  U    U  16  16    17    18    10   SO    SI 

On  the  lid  of  box,'  fipT  <rt*T^^T  ^T  ^  Y^^  T^TT  % 

On  the  box  itself,  tlpT  ^TI^^TOT  ^t^^  3^^  ^Tf  fff^lrf^ 

Possible  variants,  T  W  f  1  ^ 

SSS8S4S5S0S7S8SB808iaS88      84858087 

Lid,    ifR^  WR'^ft 

Box,  H^if^^  irlt^ff  ^^fv  Tyr^i 

Possible  variants,  ^ 

cagrayed  on  the  Hd,  being  only  an  abbrcTiation  of  the  longer  one  on  the  body  of  the 
vase.  Both  of  these  inscrij^tions  (*  Ariana  Antiqua,'  plate  ii.,)  open  with  the  words 
Bhoffatdna  Sarirahij  that  is,  *  (Stupa)  containing  relics  of  BhagwAn/  or  Buddha. 
Now  the  word  Sarira  is  the  very  term  that  was  used  by  the  ancient  Buddhists  to 
designate  the  relics  or  mortal  remains  of  the  founder  of  their  religion,  or  of  some  of 
his  principal  followers.  .  .  The  remaining  words,  that  are  common  to  both  lines 
of  the  inscription,  contain  the  names  of  the  builder  of  the  tope  and  of  his  father. 
Unfortunately,  some  of  the  letters  of  these  names  are  of  unusual  form,  but  the 
concluding  word,  'putrasa,'  ^roTcs  that  the  preceding  letters  must  contain  two 
names.  I  read  this  part  of  the  inscriptions  as  follows : — Sri  Tabaehitrasa  Khamaspada 
ptUrasa^  '(Gift)  of  Sri  Tabachitra,  the  son  of  Khamaspada.'  The  shorter 
inscription  ends  with  four  letters,  of  which  the  first  two  appear  to  be  i^  and  n,  for 
dan  *a  gift.'  The  other  two  letters  are  doubtful.  I  read  this  inscription  as 
follows  : — Bhagawdna-aarirahi  Sri  Tabaehitrasa  Khamaspada  putrasa  dana,  *  (Casket) 
containing  relics  of  Bhagw&n,  the  gift  of  Sri  Tabachitra,  the  son  of  Ehamaspada,' 
Two  simimr  instances  of  relic  gifts  occur  in  the  Bhilsa  tope  denosits.  .  .  The  date 
of  this  tope  may,  I  believe,  be  safely  ascribed  to  the  close  or  the  reign  of  Azas,  or 
abont  90  b.c.  ;  for  the  relic-chamber,  which  had  evidently  noc  been  (usturbed  since 
the  day  on  which  it  was  first  closed,  contained,— along  with  the  usual  quantity  of  jpold 
ornaments  and  gems, — ^four  copper  coins,  all  of  which  are  of  a  well-known  type  of  the 
great  Scythian  King  Azas."  *  Jonmal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  yii.  of 
1854,  p.  707.] 

*  [*  Note  on  the  Historical  Results  dedudble  from  recent  discoveries  in  Afghan- 
istan.*   London :  Allen  and  Co.] 

'  [As  the  Bactrlan  alphabet  docs  not  discriminate  between  the  long  and  the 
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The  characters^  whose  equivalents  are  omitted  under  Nos. 
7,  16,  and  31  are  new  to  us.  Nos.  7  and  16  seem  to  typify  the 
same  normal  letter  ;  but  the  former  has  an  additional  curve  at 
the  foot.  The  outline  16  is  common  enough  in  the  later  in- 
scriptions, though  it  does  not  occur  in  the  full  Edict  of  Kapur- 
digiri.  Its  use  on  the  Wardak  brass  vessel,  concurrently  with 
a  well-ascertained  ^  prevents  us  from  assigning  to  it  the  value 
of  that  consonant,  which  its  outline  would  otherwise  have 
recommended.  The  true  form  of  No.  Htl  is  uncertain,  I  there- 
fore refrain  from  any  speculations  on  its  functions.  Nos.  14 
and  15  require  notice,  as  they  differ  in  the  associate  writings ; 
and  the  word  they  compose,  if  rightly  read,  advances  us  some- 
what in  the  interpretation  of  the  entire  inscription.  The  ^ 
may  be  doubtful,  but  the  definition  of  the  if  on  the  body  of 
the  vase,  as  such,  in  contradistinction  to  the  convertible  ?^,  is 
borne  out  by  the  fact  that  the  corresponding  if  on  the  lid  is 
given  in  a  varied  but  optional  form  of  that  character,  and 
shaped  like  the  letter  previously  adverted  to,  which  Major 
Cunningham  desires  to  read  as  ^. 

Whatever  else  there  may  be  in  the  inscription,  whether 
recording  the  gift  of  so  and  so,  the  son  of  so  and  so,  or  not, 
one  portion  seems  satisfactorily  established,  the  two  words 
Bhagavatra  sarirehi^  which  of  themselves  supply  a  legitimate 
inference  as  to  the  general  reference  involved ;  in  the  allusion 
to  the  relics,  supposed  or  real,  of  S&kya  Buddha  enclosed  in  the 
golden  box,  so  creditably  ornamented  with  his  image  in 
duplicate,  supported  in  each  case  by  those  of  his  followers. 
Whether  the  subjoined  ^Rlt  or  ^WT  (for  1(1^  ?)  and  the 
succeeding  ^^  define  more  exactly  the  individual  alluded 
to,  we  need  not  stop  to  inquire. 

The  accompanying  wood-cut  of  the  gold  casket  in  question, 

short  t'8  (w  I"),  I  have  througboat  adhered,  for  uniformity's  sake,  to  the  short 
Towel.  It  may  be  needful  to  intimate  that  the  initial  letter  of  the  legend  on  the 
yase,  corresponding  with  No.  1  aboTO,  is  to  be  found,  in  the  engraTing,  nearly  over 
the  parallel  commenoement  of  the  insoription  on  the  lid.] 
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for  the  use  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Speir,  *  but 
imperfectly  represents  the  elegance  and  almost  classic  freedom 
of  the  treatment  of  the  figures.  The  design  has  unfortunately 
been  taken  from  the  faulty  engraving  in  the  *  Ariana  Antiqua,' 
to  supply  the  place  of  a  new  copy  from  the  antique  itself. — E.T.] 


EXTRACTS   FROM  A   MEMOIR   ON   THE  TOPES  AND 
ANTIQUITIES  OF  AFGHANISTAN. 

By  J.  G.  GsR^BD,  Swrgem^  Bengal  Eitahlishment, 

Addr$utd  to  the  Fre$idmU  of  the   Bengal  Atiatie  Society,  from  Jaldldbdd,  Uh 

December ,  1833. 

*'The  topes,  or  edifices,  of  which  Mamkyfrla  is  already  fiuniliar  to  us  by  the 
enterprisiiig  researches  of  Oeneral  Yentura,  had  appealed  to  our  curiosity  in  the 
journey  to  Tnrkist6n,  bat  three  only  were  yisited  enpaeeant;  yiz.,  Maniky61a  itself, 
one  at  Usm&n  Ehitir  in  the  basin  of  the  Indus,  and  another  at  Pesh&war.  On  my 
return  to  K&bnl,  in  November  last,  ample  gratification  awaited  me,  through  the 
exertions  of  Messrs.  Martin  Honigberger  and  Masson,  whom  I  met  in  that  city. 

**  The  interest  excited  by  the  labours  of  these  trayellers  (as  might  be  supposed) 
was  not  limited  to  the  mere  inspection  of  their  collections,  which  were  displayed 
to  me  with  an  open  candour  that  leaves  me  their  debtor.  I  followed  up  the  inquiry 
to  which  they  had  unfolded  to  me  the  clue ;  and  though  unproductiye  of  similar 
results  to  those  which  have  crowned  their  exertions,  I  am  enabled  to  speak  to  some 
points  from  actual  experience,  and  hope  to  haye  it  in  my  power  to  add  more  hereafter. 

"  The  monuments  now  about  to  be  considered,  which  were  first  introduced  to  our 
notice  by  Mr.  Elphinstone,  are  calculated  to  rouse  the  attention  of  the  antiquarian 
and  the  philosopher,  when  he  surveys  the  relics  they  disclose  in  connection  with 
dynasties,  of  which  all  our  knowledge  is  scarcely  more  than  the  faintest  lineaments, 


[*  Life  in  Ancient  India.'  by  Mrs.  Speir.  London:  Smith,  Elder,  &  Co.  1856.] 
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and  of  tho  events  to  which  they  yielded  and  oeaaed  to  enat,  history  giTea  «■  little 
or  no  account. 

*'  These  ancient  edifices  may  perhaps  present  to  na  &e  sepnlehral  remains  of  the 
Bactrian  kings,  and  others  who  snoceeded  to  their  sway ;  but  whether  we  Tiew  them 
as  cotemporary  with  the  Grecian  dynasty  of  Balkh  in  Turkist&n,  or  of  those  sub- 
sequent satrapies  which  emanated  firom  the  remains  of  that  kingdom,  the  same 
thoughts  recur,  the  same  suggestions  rise,  Who  were  those  kings  }  and  what  was  the 
extent  of  their  indiridual  sway  in  these  and  other  regions  ?  for  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  whole  of  the  Panj&b,  and  eren  a  great  part  of  the  Gangetic  territory  and 
Sind,  were  the  seat  of  their  dominion,  whether  this  was  Indo-Scythic  or  Indo- 
Grecian ; — by  what  revolutions  their  reign  terminated,  and  they  themselves  become 
extinct  ?  and  who  were  their  suooessors  till  the  period  when  the  frenzy -of  the  Muham- 
madan  religion  overturned  the  whole  institutions  of  the  country  ?  These  questions, 
which  involve  many  othen,  may  yet  be  answered  by  these  memorials 

"  The  topes  or  tombs  which  appear  in  the  environs  of  E&bul  are  planted  along  the 
skirts  of  the  mountain  ridges,  which  support  that  elevated  plain,  and  this  peculiarity 
is  common  to  almost  all  of  them :  the  adjacent  level  has  obviously  been  the  basin  of 
a  lake  or  sheet  of  standing  water,  till  drained  away  by  the  course  of  rivers,  and  it 
still  continues  more  or  less  a  quaggy  marsh.  The  first  settlers  seem  to  have  chosen 
the  rising  ground  at  the  roots  of  the  hills  for  their  locations ;  the  ancient  city  of 
Kibul  (still  visible  in  the  remains  of  mound  or  heaps),  also  occupying  that  basal  line. 

"  The  position  of  the  monuments,  if  not  infiuenced  by  natural  causes,  or  selected 
firom  motives  of  religious  veneration,  is  rather  fancifal ;  those  which  I  have  seen 
being  either  situate  close  under  the  cliff  of  tho  mountains,  or  secluded  within 
recesses,  wherever  a  running  stream  had  its  course  ;  and  it  would  appear  that  a  rill  of 
water  nourishing  a  few  trees,  or  patches  of  cultivation  and  verdure,  was  a  con- 
junctive feature  of  every  spot.  The  most  usual  site  of  those  structures  is  an  isolated 
rising  ground,  washed  by  a  perennial  current.  Trophies  of  such  magnitude,  serving 
merely  as  receptacles  for  the  dead,  and  often  devoid  of  any  traces  cither  of  them  or 
of  the  living,  sequestered  and  almost  shut  out  firom  sight,  will  not  be  sufficiently 
intelligible  to  our  ideas,  except  by  comparing  them  with  edifices  in  other  regions  of 
the  world,  the  object  of  which  is  known  :  if  they  had  been  smaller  they  must  have 
fallen  to  ruins  in  a  few  centuries.  The  masses  of  ManikyUa  in  the  Ehybcr  Pass  and 
at  Pesh&war,  almost  forbid  the  idea  of  identifying  them  as  tombs,  except  some 
more  decided  proofs  are  forthcomiug  than  have  yet  appeared,  though  we  are  not 
without  analogies  in  the  size  of  some  of  the  Muhammadan  cemeteries,  not  to  speak 
of  the  pyramids  of  Egypt  themselves,  while  tho  absence  of  any  inscriptions  to 
denote  another  purpose,  leaves  us  in  the  former  belief. 

"  Of  the  sepulchres  excavated  by  M.  Martin  Honigbcrger,  amounting  to  more 
than  thirty,  the  greater  part  have  their  sites  at  Jal&l&b&d  and  the  adjacent 
territories,  and  it  is  this  spot  particularly  that  commands  our  notice,  since  it  may 
be  assumed  to  have  formed  tho  seat  of  one  of  the  Bactrian  sovereignties,  as  Balkh 
did  of  another ;  the  more  readily,  as  it  would  seem  to  answer  in  its  locaie  aud  con- 
formation to  the  spot  which  Alexander  consecrated  with  Bacchanalian  revels;  and 
it  is  certainly  from  physical  position  fully  eligible  for  the  capital  of  a  kingdom, 
uniting,  as  if  by  a  band,  the  temperature  and  even  some  of  the  productions  of  an 
intertropical  climate,  with  zones  chilled  by  perpetual  firost,  having  a  considerable 
expanse  of  level,  and  a  soil  irrigated  by  perennial  streams.  Here  we  behold  the 
tombs  of  a  long  race  of  kings  (as  I  suppose  them  to  be)  which  have  sunrived  in 
obscurity  tho  lapse  of  many  centuries :   a  large  proportion  of  them,  indeed  the 
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majority,  bare  crnmblcd  into  mere  tamnli ;  but,  except  tbosc  opened  by  M.  Honig- 
berger,  they  appear  to  have  been  hitherto  untouched  by  the  hand  of  man. 

"But  to  return  to  Jal&l&b&d.  The  topes  are  here  very  thickly  planted  on  both 
■ides  of  the  river,  which  wafihes  the  northern  limit  of  the  valley ;  the  declivity  of 
the  soil  being  from  the  snowy  ridge  of  Saffed  Eoh,  has  thrown  the  stream  quite  to 
their  base ;  and  here  the  tombs  appear,  black  with  age,  extending  from  B&1&  B&gh 
to  the  conflux  of  the  K&bul .  river  at  Bronta,  about  ten  miles  downward,  and  four 
from  Jal&l&b&d.  As  we  passed  along,  several  were  noticed,  which  did  not  appear  to 
be  delapeed ;  but  they  had  no  doubt  been  excavated  at  their  base,  since  it  is  in  this 
immediate  vicinity  that  recent  discoveries  have  been  chiefly  directed.  In  the  plain 
were  seen  the  ruins  of  others  which  had  subsided  into  mere  heaps  Ukc  cairns: 
these  were  standing  in  the  midst  of  green  fields,  but  this  is  rare ;  and  upon  a  shelf  of 
conglomerate  rock,  and  diluvial  accretions  continuous  from  the  roots  of  Saffed  Koh, 
and  here  forming  the  cultivable  limit  of  the  valley  on  the  south,  extends  a  long 
line  of  tumuli  or  ruined  sepulchres,  insulated  upon  natural  eminences ;  though  often 
upon  raised  platforms,  a  dozen  of  these  may  be  recognized,  not  as  mere  visible  heaps, 
but  mounds  of  great  size,  and  which  until  latety  had  been  undisturbed  by  man : 
several  have  been  opened  by  M.  Martin  Honigberger  with  sufficient  recompense. 
Their  position  is  strange  enough,  upon  a  bare  rugged  surface  of  attrited  stones, 
furrowed  by  the  intersections  of  watercourses,  the  cliff  of  which,  formed  of  agglu- 
tinated pebbles,  or  pudding-stone,  is  hollowed  into  recesses  which  were  represented  to 
me  as  the  caves  of  the  E&firs,  or  'unbelievers:*  they  are  still  inhabited  by  the 
pastoral  tribes,  who  migrate  with  their  flocks,  according  to  the  season  of  the  year, 
and  take  up  their  winter  quarters  in  these  Troglodyte  abodes.  The  site  of  the  topes 
commands  the  whole  landscape,  which  is  limited  to  a  narrow  slip  of  luxuriant  cul- 
tivation, sloping  to  the  cavity  of  the  vaUey ;  the  interval  southward,  of  ten  or 
twelve  miles,  being  a  high  plain  of  gravel,  pebbles,  and  rolled  stones,  all  sterile  and 
arid  to  the  foot  of  Saffed  Eoh,  where  again  villages  and  horticultural  productions 
abound,  ramifying  within  the  flexures  of  the  mountains,  or  rising  upon  the  acclivi- 
ties, till  checked  by  the  rigor  of  climate 

**  The  decay,  and  most  commonly  total  wreck,  of  all  the  edifices  planted  upon  the 
southern  margin  of  the  dell  at  J(d&l&b&d  ^is  easily  explained  in  the  nature  of  the 
materials  that  have  composed  them,  which  are  pebbles  of  vast  size,  or  blocks  of 
stone,  attrited  by  water  to  smoothness,  conjoined  by  a  cement  of  mud.  They  have 
consequently  been  easily  delapsed,  and  have  crumbled  away  into  mere  heaps,  like 
gigantic  mole-hills.  Where  these  have  been  excavated  at  their  base,  a  small  hollow 
square  or  carity  is  disclosed,  formed  of  hewn  stones,  wherein  was  deposited  whatever 
remains  were  designed.  These  topes  differ  very  materially  from  that  of  Maniky&la, 
and  Usm&n  Eh&tir,  where  the  square  is  continued  from  the  top  in  the  form  of  a 
shaft.  In  none  of  those  which  I  have  seen,  or  which  have  been  opened  by  M. 
Honigberger,  does  this  conformation  occur,  and  we  may  at  once  note  it  as  a  dis- 
tinguishing feature  in  these  fabrics,  which  has  no  doubt  a  local  import.  There  are 
indeed  few  exactly  similar  ;  for  they  vary  in  size,  in  external  decorations,  or  in  their 
structure;  though  the  contour  has  a  generic  type,  as  we  should  expect,  if  the 
mausolea  represented  the  offspring  of  a  single  and  original  dynasty ;  however  much 
its  character  might  be  altered  by  the  interchange  of  successive  generations,  deriring 
new  ties  of  consangu'nity,  in  the  same  manner  as  Alexander  did,  intermarrying  with 
the  conquered,  which  he  considered  a  link  of  union  in  a  government  that  was  to 
become  dependent  upon  its  natural  resources,  though  perhaps  the  only  apology  that 
he  could  offer  for  the  sudden  transport  of  love  which  wedded  him  to  Roxana. 
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"The  eontents  of  the  thirty  or  more  topes  excavated  by  M.  Iloiiigberger  are  of 
the  highest  interest.  Many  of  them  were  indeed  nnprodnctire  .of  any  insignia  by 
which  we  can  identify  their  original  design,  or  connect  them  with  their  founders  : 
a  circomstance  the  less  remarkable,  when  we  consider  the  snrreptitioaB  interests  of 
the  workmen,  often  employed  remote  from  any  control;  but  even  where  control 
embraced  the  entire  operations,  the  Laboor  often  ended  in  inanity.  Many  of  the 
sepulchres  (perhaps  most  of  them)  are  oomparatiTely  small ;  from  30  to  46  or  60  feet 
high,  with  a  circumference  of  80  to  110  feet;  and  not  one  of  them  presented  the 
structure  of  Maniky&la,  or  a  hollow  shaft  penetrating  from  the  top,  ^ed  up,  how- 
erer,  with  the  materials  of  the  building,  and  discovering  deposits  of  coins  at  various 
intervals,  which  continued  beyond  the  limit  of  the  shaft  or  26  feet,  to  the  base  where 
the  excavated  stone  reservoir  was  found,  that  proved  so  firuitfnl  in  reliquin.  Nothing 
except  a  single  gold  coin,  I  believe  of  Sotermegas,  which  was  found  in  one  tope 
lodged  within  a  silver  cup ;  but  a  similar  cup,  yet  unopened,  would  seem  to  argue 
the  prototype  of  that  acquired  by  General  Ventura.  The  exterior  is  a  hard  metal, 
containing  a  fluid  which  is  perhaps  indoeed  within  a  golden  casket  like  that  of 
Manikyftla ;  on  perceiving  which,  M.  Honigberger  with  provisionary  care  cemented 
the  whole  cylinder,  till  he  should  lay  it  before  his  countrymen  at  Vienna.  With  the 
above  solitary  exception,  I  do  not  think  any  coins  were  elicited  from  the  tombs,  nor 
any  other  device  indicative  of  the  object  of  their  erection,  though  it  would  be  an 
extreme  supposition  to  entertain,  that  such  dairies  should  be  raised  as  mementos  to 
posterity  without  a  single  trait  to  connect  them  with  the  individuals  whose  existence 
they  commemorate.  The  relics  which  have  accrued  to  M.  Honigberger  are,  how- 
ever, extremely  curious,  consisting  of  very  minute  bones,  or  their  dust,  pearls,  pieces 
of  amber  and  rubies,  and  different  kinds  of  sedimentary  remains,  the  nature  of 
which  can  only  become  known  by  chemical  analysis.  These  were  found  reposing 
within  excavated  (turned)  cylinders,  of  a  soft  striated  stone.  These  cups,  both  in 
their  size  and  form,  correspond  to  a  model  which  is  frequent  enough  in  India :  they 
have  a  lid  surmounted  by  a  small  knob.  A  roll  of  paper,  apparently  the  back  of  the 
Bdjpatra,  containing  written  characters,  occurred  in  one  instance;  this  precious 
fragment  may  unfold  some  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  origin  and  design  of  the 
edifice  which  enclosed  it.  Small  burnt  clay  lamps,  and  occasionally  square  or  oblong 
day  receptacles,  filled  with  osseous  remains,  gems,  and  thread,  are  among  the 
collection." 


NOTE  ON  TWO  COINS,  OF  THE  SAJiE  SPECIES  AS  THOSE 

FOUND  AT  BEHAT,  HAVING  GREEK  INSCRIPTIONS. 

Bt  Major   D.    L.    Stact. 

[PLATE  VII.] 

In  a  Utter  to  th$  Stertiary  of  the  Atiatie  Society  of  Bengal,  read  at  the  Meeting 

of  the  2nd  July. 

'*  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  fac-simile  of  a  copper  coin  purchased  by  me  at 
Chittore  Gurh. 

"It  was  my  intention  to  reserve  any  notice  of  this  coin,  till  I  ascertained  if  my 
good  fortune  would  send  me  others,  more  distinct,  and  consequently  more  satis- 
factory ;  but  on  reading  the  description  of  the  famous  stone  pillar  at  Allah&b&d, 


•  •  • 

••  •  • 


pivn 


,  •    •  "• 


( ccnH nu4M  fi4'n    rf  the    Bfiuit   ^rouft) 


[n<iv- Sa xsantan    ^"oin    frotn    Kit 6rif 


^ 
^ 


t 

I 

t 


.\tith raix    Coins     tennec/ed   u>ith    fJu   .lfq;h4in    Trfffs 
Kit  tir  rkojt 


t'ef  riaf/rtts 


BACDAiYC    fiM9A£Cid 


24         ^  H    <    0  ^-- -^ 

vh verse    vf  ,\i a niky<x.iu    Geld  Cvins 

2i  -    .    A    c3  ^    ^    ^1    ry,^^  ,)     ,3      ;^    ^^  p   ^^.    ]     v^    Q    p    ^\ 


Kefiranvs  • 


27      ^  ^    s)  >1  v>  H  0  'o 

^0  ^i  (?  >J  .)    

^.  J'J  «?  T^/  V  .J  y 


M...V  . 


■vl.::  Aa-.-i-    3.-r>t..ri 


A«T.  VI.1  ON  TWO   COINS   FROM   CHITOR  OURH.  113 


giren  in  the  number  for  Ifareh,  1834,  (No.  27),  I  am  induced  to  sabmit  a  few 
remarks  with  a  copy  of  the  ooin.^ 

*'The  style  of  tiic  Greek  character  would,  alone,  be  sufficient  to  stamp  this  coin 
as  prorincial,  were  the  'chqiigahs'  or  symbols  on  the  obverse,  and  monogram  on  thi 
rcTcrse,  less  distinct,  or  evei)  obliterated.  The  suggestions  of  Lieutenant  Burt  and 
Mr.  Stirling,  viz.,  that  the  ojiaracters  on  the  AUah&bftd  Pillar  No.  1,  resembled  the 
Greek,  drew  my  attention  to  the  plate,  when  it  immediately  occurred  to  me,  vice 
vertdf  that  these  provincial  Greek  characters,  on  my  coin,  might  have  taken  their 
style  or  £uhion  from  the  writing  of  the  dynasty,  or  descendants  of  the  dynasty,  which 
owned  this  pillar. 

''That  the  Greeks  did  i^d  a  subsidiary  force  to  the  assistance  of  Chandra- 
gupta,  son  of  Nanda,  R6j&  of  the  Prachi,  I  belieye  no  one  doubts ;  and  contrasting 
all  circumstances  on  the  subject  within  our  knowledge,  we  may  furly  presume,  that 
the  services  of  this  subsidiary  were  paid  by  a  grant  of  land  (Jaddad). 

"  In  Conder*s  '  Modem  Traveller,'  speaking  of  these  times,  after  relating  the 
death  of  the  aged  Nanda  by  poison  (given  by  his  minister  Sacatara),  he  proceeds, 
(vol.  vii.,  page  123).  '  The  crime  did  not,  however,  go  unpunished ;  Sacatara  and  all 
his  sons,  except  one,  were  put  to  death;  and  to  secure  himself  against  hostile 
claimants  to  the  crown,  Upadhanwa  gave  orders  for  the  massacre  of  all  his  half- 
brothers,  the  children  of  Nanda  by  different  mothers.  Chandragupta  alone  escaped, 
and  fled  to  the  court  of  Parvateswara,  '  Lord  of  the  Mountains '  or  King  of  Nep&l ; 
to  whom  he  offered  one-half  of  his  kingdom  if  he  would  assist  him  in  taking  the 
field  against  his  enemy.  In  conjunction  with  this  powerful  ally  aided  by  a  body  of 
Greek  auxiliaries,  Chandragupta  defeated  Upadhanwa,  with  great  slaughter,  under  the 
walls  of  his  capital,  the  monarch  himself  being  among  the  slain,  and  took  possession 
of  the  throne  of  his  &ther.  His  promise  to  Parvateswara  was  now  disregarded. 
He  retained  a  large  body  of  Tavans  or  Greeks  in  his  pay,  and,  fortifying  his  capital, 
set  his  enemies  at  defiance.' 

**  Concluding  the  Greek  auxiliaries  were  paid  by  a  grant  of  land,  as  by  agree- 
ment  the  Nep&lis  were  to  have  been,  (and  at  the  period  Chandragupta  sought  Greek 
assistance,  he  could  have  had  no  other  means  of  paying  them :)  considering  also, 
that  the  high  estimation  they  were  held  in,  caused  them  to  be  retained  after  the 
object,  which  brought  them  to  Pry&g,  vras  accomplished ;  we  may  naturally  conclude 
that  the  '  Jaedad '  granted  to  this  subsidiary  was  very  considerable. 

'*  The  value  of  the  services  of  the  Greeks  had  been  shown, — first,  in  the  aid  lent 
in  placing  Chandragupta  on  the  throne  of  his  ancestors ;  secondly,  in  enabling  the 
newly-made  king  to  retain  that  half  of  his  territory,  which  he  had  pledged  in  case 
of  success  as  a  recompense  to  the  '  Lord  of  the  Hills.' 

"  These  were  the  services  already  performed :  and  to  people  who  had  proved 
themselves  so  useful  in  his  recently-acquired  kingdom,  Chandragupta  must,  for  every 
reason,  have  given  a  substantial  proof  of  his  consideration.  The  marriage  of 
Chandragupta  to  the  daughter  of  Seleucus,^  must  have  added  strength  to  the 
position  of  the  Greeks  amongst  the  Prachi,  and  the  appointment  by  Seleucua  of  the 
celebrated  Megasthenes  as  resident  at  the  court  of  hb  R6J&  son-in-law,  went  as  tw 
as  human  wisdom  could  do  in  adding  stability  to  their  footing. 

1  The  original  coins  were  subsequently  sent,  and  are  depicted  as  figs.  2  and  S  of 
plate  vii. 

>  Tod,  in  his  'Annals  of  Rajasthan'  vol.  i.  p.  671,  makes  Seleucus  marry  the 
daughter  of  Chandragupta^  instead  of  Chandragupta  marrying  a  daughter  of  Seleucus. 
This  is  evidently  an  oversight. 
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*'It  reqairei  more  experienoe  in  nmnumatie  lore  than  I  can  boast  to  explain  the 
meaning  of  the  different  symboU  or  'chnngaha'  on  thii  coin.  The  obvene  baa 
the  won!  '  8oter '  rery  diitinct :  what  letters  follow  I  cannot  saj ;  they  certainly  are 
not  the  Mme  character,  bat  what  they  are,  must  perhapa  remain  a  secret  till  further 
research  giTei  ns  a  more  complete  ecnn  by  which  to  determine.  The  jh6r,  or 
'branch,'  is  distinct  (can  this  be  the  olive  Inanch?),  the  other  'chnngahs'  I  cannot 
decipher.  The  monogram  on  the  reyerse  is  the  same  as  that  on  some  coins  in  my 
possession,  hanng  an  elephant  on  the  obverM. 

**The  Greek  'Jaddad,'  or  territories,  we  may  snppose  grew  into  consideration 
mnch  the  same  as  did  the  Honorable  Company's  after  their  first  footing  :  and,  like 
the  in&nt  Company  too,  we  may  suppose  the  Greeks  established  a  cnrrency  of  their 
own,  though  more  perhaps  with  a  riew  of  handing  down  their  achievement  to 
posterity  than  as  a  necesiary  mediom  of  barter,  and  I  thinC  the  coin  (the  snbject  of 
this  commonication}  beats  every  mark  of  being  of  those  times,  of  the  Cbandragupta 
dynasty." 


NOTE  ON  ANOTHER  COIN,  OF  THE  SAME  TYPE  AS  THAT 
PROCURED  BY  LIEUT.  A.  CONOLLY  AT  KANAUJ. 

At  the  moment  of  perusing  Major  Stacy's  remarks  on 
the  indications  of  a  Greek  inscription  on  the  Behat 
type  of  coin,  (as  it  may  continue  to  be  designated  until 
its  origin  be  better  determined)  and  with  his  two  coins 
before  me  (pi.  vii.,  figs.  2, 3,)  corroborating  his  reading  ^ ; 
I  am  most  opportunely  put  in  possession  of  another 
scion  of  the  same  stock,  speaking  a  totally  different 
language ! 

Lieutenant  ConoUy  has  already  had  the  good  fortune 
to  make  known  a  valuable  Kanauj  coin,  with  a  legible 
inscription,  in  the  language  and  character  of  the  Allah- 
ihkd  column,  (inscription  No.  2).  His  zealous  exer- 
tions have  again  conducted  him  to  a  brilliant  discovery 
at  the  same  place,  of  the  very  nature  we  could  have 
desired  at  this  moment — a  coin  of  the  Behat  type, 

^  It  should  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  apparently  Greek  letters,  when 
inverted,  resemble  cloeely  the  Dihli  character;  it  will  oe  wrong,  therefore,  to  assiune 
positively  that  they  are  drreek.  [June,  1837,— "Col.  Stacy's  supposed  Greek  legends 
may  be  read,  as  I  anticipated,  invertedly,   Vagd  bij'anaputa  (sat)" — J.  P.] 
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bearing  a  clear  and  distinct  inscripticai ;  and  that 
inscription  in  the  unknown  character,  No.  1  of  the 
Allahabad  column !  Two  of  Mr.  Masson's  coins,  it 
will  be  remembered^  bore  characters  which  were  pro- 
nounced to  be  of  this  alphabet.  They  were  of  Agatho- 
cles  and  Fantaleon,  of  rude  fabrication,  and  connected, 
through  the  device  of  a  lion,  with  another  singular 
coin  having  the  Chaitya  symbol.  These  are  now  again 
brought  into  a  double  alliance  with  the  coins  of  Behat 
and  Kanauj,  by  the  character  in  which  the  inscription 
is  cut. 

On  the  present  silver  coin  there  are  five  distinct 
letters.  I  cannot  attempt  as  yet  to  transcribe  these 
mysterious  symbols  in  any  more  femiliar  character; 
but  it  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that,  ere  long,  another 
prize  from  Eknauj  may  put  us  in  possession  of  an 
inscription  in  two  languages,  one  of  which  may  be 
known,  and  may  serve  as  a  key  to  the  whole  :  meantime, 
I  proceed  to  describe  the  peculiarities  of  the  present 
coin. 

Obysrse. — ^A  horse  standing  unattended  and  naked.  In  front 
appears  a  line  of  double  curvature,  which  from  analogy  may  be  a 
faint  trace  of  the  lotus  stalk  held  by  the  female  in  the  Behat  ooin 
(fig.  1,  plate  iv.). 

RjBVBBSE. — On  the  left,  the  tree  symbol  with  its  chequered  Arame : 
on  the  right,  a  new  form  composed  of  two  circles  touching,  traversed 
by  a  common  diameter,  which  continues  above,  and  supports  an  inverted 
crescent.  Below  comes  the  inscription  before  mentioned,  in  large  and 
clear  letters :  in  the  centre  of  the  field  is  a  crescent,  or  new  moon. 
Above  the  recumbent  moon  is  a  small  animal,  which  resembles  very 
closely  that  depicted  on  the  reverse  of  the  coin  from  Behat,  fig.  1,  pi.  iv. 

[I   have   omitted   certain  vague   conjectures  of  Prinsep's 

regarding  the  possible  bearing  of  the  symbols  on  the  reverse 

of  this  coin.     I  interpret  the  legend  on  the  original^  now  in 

the  British   Museum,  as  ^  U    [i  ^  ^    fW^  \^  9     Vishnu 
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devasa.  When  Prinsep  engrayed  thifl  plate^  kk  eye  wa» 
not  so  well  experienced  in  the  outlines  of  the  P&li  alpha- 
bet^ as  it  afterwards  became;  hence  he  altogether  failed 
to  detect  the  Ijf  which  is^  howeyer^  sufficiently  palpable  below 
the  second  letter  of  the  inscription.] 

After  I  had  engraved  the  figures  of  the  three  coins 
just  described,  Dr.  Swiney  arrived  in  Calcutta  with 
his  rich  cabinet  of  ancient  coins.  In  it  I  discovered 
several  connected  with  the  same  group,  which  lie 
was  kind  enough  to  place  in  my  hands.  I  had,  how- 
ever, reserved  only  room  for  one  or  two  (figs,  4  and  5), 
and  have  been  obliged  to  content  myself  with  the 
legends  of  the  others  (b^  Cj  rf,  e^)  to  show  the  resem- 
blance of  the  character  to  the  Kanauj  Nagari  alphabet 
I  cannot  describe  these  coins  better  than  in  Dr,  Swiney's 
own  words. 

"  Serenl  of  them  are  nure,  particularly  the  two  larger,  with  the  antelope  goat  on 
one  ride  and  the  warrior  on  the  other ;  smaller  ones  of  this  description  are  not  nn- 
common  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sah&ranpnr ;  I  mean  in  the  smaller  towns,  and 
certainly  not  all  brought  from  the  newiy-discoTered  deporit  at  Behat.  The  first  of 
the  kind  that  I  met  with  was  stated  to  be  brought  from  Hardw6r  \  and  there  was  so 
marked  a  character  of  the  hilUgoat  upon  it,  that  it  was  natural  to  connect  it  with 
some  long  forgotten  dynasty  in  the  SewAlic  range.  There  is  an  account  to  be  met 
with  eomewhere,  of  a  certain  R6j&  of  Kemaon,  by  name  Sakwanta,  whose  domain 
was  inraded  by  a  certain  R&jp&l  of  Indraprastha.  It  seems  that  in  this  case  the 
aggressor  was  defeated,  and  Sakwanta  obtained  and  kept  possesrion  of  the  regal 
abode  for  fourteen  years. 

'*  Bnt  perhaps  mythology  is  a  better  key  to  the  true  interpretation  of  old  coins. 
Here  we  haye  a  series  of  coins,  more  or  less  connected  one  with  another  by  some 
common  symbol  of  a  Jain  type :  on  one  coin  the  horse,  on  another  the  antelope  or 
goat,  on  another  the  hieroglyphic  called  Swastika,  on  another  the  itmkh^  or  sacred 
shell ;  the  character  of  the  reTerse  or  obTerse  bearing  some  comnum/afttni,  sufficient 
to  indicate  the  series* 

"Then  we  possess  Colonel  Tod's  testimony  to  the  existence  of  such  a  series ;  for 
he  says  he  has  in  his  possesrion  a  full  series  of  Jain  coins.  I  do  confess,  howerer, 
that  my  belief  in  these  coins  being  Jain  was  shaken  by  the  discovery  o(  the  two 
larger  coins  (figs.  4  and  6) :  on  the  obTcrae  of  these  we  haye  the  warrior  figure  of 
Siva,  or  his  son,  Skanda  Eum6ra,  with  the  huge  Sivian  spear  alluded  to  in  Moor's 
*  Hiudd  Pantheon.'  On  comparing  this  figure  with  the  obverse  of  Nos.  37  and  38 
of  Wilson's  plates,  it  will  be  difficult  to  admit  one,  and  not  the  other,  among  Jain 
coins.    If  rejected  as  a  Jain  coin,  it  may  be  worth  while  to  read  Wilford's  story  of 
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Siva's  naticatang  lumMlf  on  the  banks  of  tho  B&gmati ;  beice  called,  as  writes  the 
«ame  antkority,  in  some  Toliune  of  the  'Asiatie  Researches,'  *  Mriga-sringo ;'  the 
tradition  is  that,  once  upon  a  time,  Sira  appeared  in  the  shape  of  an  antelope, 
whence  he  took  the  name  of  Hariniswara,  or,  in  other  words,  Harinisft,  or  'lord 
«f  the  antelope/ 

''Perhaps,  as  we  progress  to  perfection  in  the  newly-discoTered  Sanskrit  letters, 
the  inscription  upon  at  least  three  of  the  coins  now  sent,  will  throw  some  light  upon 
the  subject." 

[The  legend  on  Dr.  Swiney's  coin,  4  e,  may  be  trans- 
cribed into  modem  Sanskrit  as  •I'l^n  ^T^  Bhagavata  chaira* 
I  have  not  yet  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  the  other 
specimens.  Frinsep,  in  his  paper  of  June,  18S7,  Art.  xvii.^ 
read  this  as  '  Bhagavata  cha  (or  sa).'  ] 

Figs.  12,  13,  14,  and  15  of  plate  viii.  are  four 
coins  dug  up  in  the  Do4b,  near  Allah4bad,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  Society  by  Mr.  Spiers.  They  appear 
to  belong  to  the  same  class  as  the  preceding,  having 
a  rudely  executed  bull  on  one  side,  and  the  Jhir,  or 
*  branch,'  on  the  other,  with  some  ill-defined  letters 
in  strong  relief  and  a  straight  chequered  border  below. 
The  jh&r  in  the  present  day,  it  should  be  remem- 
bered, is  the  symbol  distinctive  of  the  Jaiptir  and 
Chitor  coins;  the  tristil,  of  those  of  Brinagar  and 
Sigar.  In  due  course  of  time  we  may  be  able,  by 
means  of  these  marks,  to  trace  each  species  to  its 
original  locality,   [  *  Eaj4  Dhana  devasya.'  See  Art.  xvii.] 

Fig.  9  is  a  copper  coin  among  Dr.  Gerard's  series, 
bearing  a  bull  on  one  side,  and  the  well-defined 
Kanauj  N^gari  letters  tw  ^,  rq/a  ^rf,  on  the  reverse. 
There  are  two  or  three  of  the  same  kind  in  his 
collection. 

[A  similar  coin  is  engraved  and  further  commented  on 
ill  Art,  X.,  plate  xxiii.^  fig,  33.] 
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VIL— ON  THE  COINS  AND  BELICS  DISCOVERED 
BY  GENERAL  YESTXTRJl.— Continued. 

It  is  with  some  diffidence  that  I  now  proceed  to  oflEer 
a  few  remarks  in  illustration  of  the  Manikyala  trea- 
sures, knowing  the  great  disadvantages  imder  which 
any  attempt  to  investigate  even  what  may  be  thought 
so  simple  a  matter  as  the  antiquity  of  the  monument 
must  labour,  when  unassisted  by  the  previous  know- 
ledge of  the  history,  mythology,  or  current  languages 
of  the  period,  and  of  the  locality  to  which  it  belongs. 
My  object,  however,  is  to  place  all  the  circumstances 
which  the  collateral  discoveries  of  Messrs.  Masson, 
Martin  Honigberger,  Bumes,  Gerard,  and  Earamat  Ali, 
have  brought  to  light,  before  the  antiquaries  of  Europe, 
and  then  to  await  their  decision  on  the  facts :  it  being 
my  own  duty  to  act  as  a  faithful  witness  before  this 
superior  tribunal,  nothing  exaggerating,  and  nothing 
extenuating,  in  the  delineation  of  figures  and  in- 
scriptions, such  as  they  appear  in  the  originals  now 
in  my  possession. 

The  subject  which  I  propose  to  elucidate  on  the 
present  occasion  is  that  of  the  coins  connected  with 
the  tope  of  Manikyala ;  as  they  naturally  stand  forward 
most  prominently  in  offering  materials  for  fixing  the 
date  of  the  building. 
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We  learn  fipom  the  Etat  des  travanx^  that  forty- 
four  copper  medals  were  found  buried  along  with 
the  principal  cylinder,  and  several  others  in  different 
parts  of  the  masonry,  besides  the  gold  and  silver 
coins  enclosed  in  the  cylinders  themselves.  On  at- 
tempting a  classification,  as  far  as  their  mutilated 
condition  would  allow,  these  were  all  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  two)  found  to  be  referable  to  the  five  species 
depicted  at  the  foot  of  plate  vi. :  being  in  the  follow- 
ing proportion  :— 

Of  figure  31   (shewn  hereafter  to  belong  to  the  Eanerko8 

group),  large  20 

Of  the  same  type,  but  smaller,  (fig.  9,  pi.  vii.) 17 

Of  the  elephant  type,  (fig.  28,  pi.  vi.) 15 

Of  the  figure  sitting  with  one  foot  up,  (fig.  29,  pi.  vi.)  12 

Of  the  figure  sitting  cross-legged,  (fig.  32,  pi.  vi.) 4 

Of  the  bull  and  rdjd,  or  Kadphises  coin,  (fig.  4,  pi.  viiL) 2 

With  ten  others  which  are  too  much  de&ced  to  admit  of  classi- 
fication. 

Although,  among  these  coins,  very  few  have  legi- 
ble inscriptions,  the  collections  of  Dr.  Gerard  and  of 
Sayyid  Karamat  'Ali,  in  conjunction  with  the  specimens 
depicted  by  Mr.  Masson,  have  furnished  materials  for 
decyphering  them  in  considerable  abundance;  indeed, 
of  the  several  groups  specified  above,  I  have  before 
me  upwards  of  three  hundred  coins,  of  which  thirty- 
two  exhibit  more  or  less  of  the  bull  and  raja  inscrip- 
tion ;  twenty  that  of  the  elephant  coin ;  as  many  more 
that  of  the  Eanerkos  legend;  and  half  a  dozen  that 
of  the  seated  figures. 

But,  before  entering  upon  the  description  of  these 
coins,  of  which  it  must  be  remarked  that  we  do  not 
know  the  date  a  priori^  although,  from  their  possessing 
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Greek  inscriptionsy  we  necessarily  refer  them  to  an 
age  not  very  distant  fix)m  the  Bactrian  dynasty,  it 
will  be  more  satisfieu^tory  to  bestow  a  little  further 
attention  upon  the  silver  coins  found  in  the  first  gold 
box  (see  page  95),  which  I  have  already  stated  gene- 
rally to  belong  to  the  known  dynasty  of  the  Sassanidae, 
without,  however,  yenturing  to  contract  their  date 
within  narrower  limits  than  the  duration  of  that 
dynasty,  namely,  from  the  third  to  the  seventh  cen- 
tury of  the  Christian  era. 

8ASSANIAN  COINS  OF  MANIKYALA. 

The  characters  on  the  obverse  of  the  Sassanian  coin 
(fig.  8,  pi.  V.,)  are  not  sufficiently  distinct  to  enable 
us  to  decypher  the  name,  even  by  placing  it  in  juxta- 
position with  others  of  the  same  kind,  which  Sir  E. 
Ker  Porter  states  to  have  been  read  by  himself  *on 
the  principles  laid  down  by  the  Baron  De  Sacy.' 

There  is  one  peculiarity,  however,  which  (supposing 
his  reading  to  be  correct)  will  serve  our  purpose  equally 
well  in  identifying  it.  I  allude  to  the  very  curious 
ornament,  of  two  wings  embracing  a  crescent  and  star, 
on  the  cap  of  the  monarch.  The  same  ornament  is 
visible  on  a  coin  depicted  by  the  author  just  mentioned, 
in  fig.  8,  plate  Iviii.,  of  his  *  Travels  in  Georgia  and 
Persia,'  and  the  following  is  the  account  given  of  it 
in  page  130,  vol.  ii.,  of  the  same  work: — 

''This  piece  of  money  u  more  frequently  met  with  than  any  other  of  the 
Sassanian  dynasty.  It  ii  larger  than  most  of  tiie  ancient  currency,  and  on  the  whole 
Tery  slightly  executed.  The  diadem  of  the  king  haa  the  singolarity  of  heing  more 
in  the  shape  of  a  helmet  than  a  crown ;  it  is  winged,  hut  surmounted  hy  a  crescent 
and  star,  instead  ot  the  cuatomary  globular  form.    The   bust  is  encircled  by  a  triple 
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range  of  pearls,  marked  in  eqni-dutant  diyirions  by  a  star  and  crescent.  The  letters 
which  compose  the  legend  are  very  complicated,  ranning  into  each  other  like  rapid 
writing.  On  the  face  of  the  medal  they  produce  *  shapfiri  mezdezn/  etc.,  and  on 
the  reverse,  *shap6ri,'  with  other  letters  too  de&ced  to  decypher.  This  Shaptir 
mnst  be  the  second  of  that  name,  (the  seventh  in  descent  from  the  first,  who  was  the 
the  conqueror  of  Valerian),  and  he  also  was  a  great  man,  being  sumamed  Z(]ilaktaf, 
and  renowned  for  his  victories  over  the  Roman  emperors  Julian,  Constantius,  etc." 

It  must  be  remarked,  however,  that  the  head-dress 
of  the  coin  differs  jfrom  that  of  the  sculpture  of  this 
monarch  at  Takht-i  Eustam,  where  his  names  and  titles 
are  inscribed  in  legible  Pehlvi.^ 

Sapor  II.  came  to  the  throne  at  the  hour  of  his 
birth,  in  a.d.  310,  and  reigned  nearly  seventy  years, 
which  is  itself  a  strong  reason  in  favor  of  his  coins 
being  more  numerous  than  those  of  other  Sassanian 
princes,  and  so  far  corroborates  the  appropriation  of 
the  winged  head-dress  to  him.  He  was  more  than 
once  engaged  in  repelling  the  Tartar  and  Arab  invaders 
of  his  territories.  It  was  from  his  clemency  to  the 
Arabs  that  he  obtained  the  name  of  Zu-1-aktaf,  which 
D'Herbelot  explains  to  signify  ^aux  6paules.'  Other 
Persian  historians,  however,  according  to  D'Herbelot, 
make  the  title  of  this  monarch,  Zu-1-aknaf,  ^  aux  ailes,' 
or  *  with  the  wings,'  interpreting  it  as  an  allusion  to  his 
clemency  towards  his  Arab  enemies,  whom  he,  on  some 
occasion,  spared  from  massacre.  Taking  it  in  its  Hteral 
sense,  it  may  have  applied  to  his  usual  head-dress; 
or,  metaphorically,  the  title  may  have  perhaps  been 
typified  by  the  device  of  wings  upon  his  cap,  in  the 
coins  and  effigies  of  the  monarch.     Assuming  it  to  be 

^  I  was  not  aware,  until  seeing  it  in  Ker  Porter  that  this  character  had  been 
satisfSEtctorily  decyphered ;  unfortunately,  the  Beneal  Asiatic  Society's  library  does 
not  contain  a  copy  of  De  Sacy's  *  Memoire  sur  les  divers  Antiquit^s  de  la  Perse,' 
which  famished  Aer  Porter  witn  the  key  to  its  alphabet. 
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satifi&otorily  prored^  at  any  rate,  that  the  silyer  coin 
in  question  belongs  to  this  sovereign,  we  have  at  once 
a  limit  to  the  antiquity  of  the  tope  of  Manikyila,  in 
the  reign  of  Sapor  II., — ^that  is,  between  the  years 
of  the  Christian  era  310-380 ;  for  it  is  natural  to 
suppose  that  the  coins  deposited  were  of  the  species 
current  at  the  time,  as  it  has  always  been  customary 
in  the  nations  of  the  west  so  to  deposit  the  current 
coins  of  the  place  on  laying  the  foundations  of  temples, 
bridges,  and  other  public  works.  Thus,  then,  we  con- 
tract the  date  of  the  erection  within  the  narrow  space 
of  these  seventy  years,  which  may  be  esteemed  a 
sufficient  approximation,  in  the  absence  of  more  positive 
information  on  the  subject. 

Before  quitting  the  subject  of  the  Sassanian  coin, 
I  must  notice  the  other  two  coins  already  stated  to 
assimilate  with  the  Sassanian  type,  namely,  figs.  10 
and  11  of  plate  v.  The  head-dress  in  these  is  also 
remarkable  for  the  wings;  although  the  absence  of 
bushy  hair  and  beard,  attended  with  a  difiPerence  of 
feature,  forbid  their  being  ascribed  to  the  same  prince, 
or  at  any  rate,  to  the  same  year  of  his  reign.  The  chief 
peculiarity  of  these  coins  is  their  Devanagarf  legend, 
which,  however  illegible  it  may  be  in  parts,  contains 
the  initial  title  of  respect,  *  SriV  repeated  twice  and 
in  the  same  relative  position — before  the  title  and 
before  the  name  itself — as  is  customary  with  Indian 
monarchs ;  for  instance,  Sri  Mahirajddhi  E&j4  Sri  Chan- 
dra Gupta,  etc.  The  name  itself  may  probably  be 
foreign. 

The  reverse  of  these  coins,  no  longer  a  fire-altar 
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with  its  attendant  priests,  bears  a  rudely  executed 
fi:t>nt  &oe  with  a  head-dress  of  a  peculiar  form.  For^ 
tunately  among  the  coins  procured  at  K&bul  by  Sayyid 
Karamat  'Ali,  there  is  one  which  serves,  in  a  great 
measure,  to  clear  up  the  mystery  of  this  ornament.  I 
have  depicted  it  as  fig.  6  of  plate  vii.  On  one  side  of 
it  we  see  the  front  fece  and  winged  crown  of  Zti-l-akt4f, 
Shapur  II.,  with  the  precise  ornaments  on  the  margin 
of  the  obverse  described  by  Ker  Porter,  and  no  Sanskrit 
epigraphe;  while  on  the  reverse  we  have  the  mys- 
terious head-dress  of  figs.  10  and  11,  and  the  legible 
Devanagari  inscription,  'Sri  Vasudeva,'  which  is  the 
patronymic  appellation  of  Krishna,  the  Indian  Apollo. 
[  These  coins  will  be  more  fully  considered  under  Art.  XV.] 
At  the  epoch  now  established  as  the  date  of  the 
tope,  the  ancient  religion  of  Persia — ^the  worship  of 
the  sun,  or  Mithras — ^had  not  only  been  restored  to 
its  former  splendour  among  the  Persians  themselves, 
but  it  is  acknowledged  to  have  exercised  a  powerful 
influence  on  all  other  religions  prevailing  at  the  same 
time ;  even  the  Christian  religion  was  tinctured  with 
many  of  the  mysteries  of  the  Mithraic  worship,^  and 
an  attempt  had  been  made  by  Scythien,  Terebinthus,* 

1  "La  fete  nomm6e  celle  de  'la  naissance  da  soldi  inTincible '  (natalis  soils 
inTicti)  tombait  aa  Vllle  des  calendes  de  Janyier,  oa  an  25  D6cembre.  EnTiron  k 
la  m@me  6poqTie,  quel^ues  jours  apr^  le  solstice  d'hiver,  se  cel^brait  la  grande  fHe 
des  Penes,  appel6e  Mirrhagan  fmihira,  soleil ;  gAhan^  fste^,  mot  qui  exprime  uoe 
id6e  analogue.  L'une  et  I'autre  de  oes  deux  solenniteB  ayaient  ^galement  rapport  Ik 
Mithras.  Les  chefs  de  T^glise  d' Occident  fix&ient  an  memo  jour  U  calibration  de  la 
naissance  du  Christ,  dont  T^poque  6tait  demeur^e  inconnue  jusques  V^." — SeligumM 
d$  F Antiquity,  tradoit  de  rAilemand  du  D.  F.  Creuzer,  par  J.^  D.  Guigniant. 

'  The  assumed  name  of  Terebinthus  (Buddas)  has  given  rise  to  conjectures  of  his 
connection  with  the  Hind6  sacred  persona^  of  the  same  name,  and  the  ancient 
fathers  actually  ascribed  manj  of  the  traditions  of  the  Buddhists  to  this  heretic. 
Hyde,  howoTer,  shows  the  origin  of  their  mistake.  *  Buddas '  in  Chaldaic  has  the  same 
signification  as  *  Terebinthus '  in  Greek,  and  this  was  the  cause  of  his  changing  his 
name.    See  Wilford's  speculations  on  the  subject,  *  Asiatic  Researches,'  iz.,  215. 
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and  lastly  by  Manes,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  third 
century,  and  in  the  very  court  of  the  Persian  monarch, 
to  incorporate  the  doctrine  of  Christ  with  the  mysteries 
of  Zoroaster,  in  a  system  of  his  own,  known  to  the 
Alexaadrine  Church  as  the  Manichsean  heresy. 

It  is  not  surprising,  therefore,  that  on  the  Indian 
side  of  the  Persian  monarch's  dominions,  in  a  part 
probably  under  his  influence,  if  not  directly  under  his 
sway,  we  should  find  the  fire-altar,  or  the  image  of 
the  sun,  replaced  by  Krishna  among  the  Hindus,  or 
Buddha  among  the  Buddhists ;  both  of  them  person^ 
ating  the  sun  in  their  respective  mythologies. 

Whatever  forms  of  the  Hindu  religion  were  pre- 
valent at  the  time,  the  adoption  of  the  Sun  as  the 
ostensible  representation  of  divine  power,  either  in 
accordance  with  the  commands  of  the  ruling  prince, 
or  from  a  natural  tendency  towards  an  union  of  the 
Brahmanical  and  Magian  faith  could  not  present  many 
difficulties.  ^We  must  not  be  surprised,'  says  Sir 
William  Jones,  ^at  finding  that  the  characters  of  all 
the  pagan  deities,  male  and  female,  melt  into  each 
other,  and  at  last  into  one  or  two;  for  it  seems  a 
well-founded  opinion,  that  the  whole  crowd  of  gods 
and  goddesses,  in  ancient  Home  and  modem  Yaranes 
(Benares),  mean  only  the  powers  of  nature,  and  prin- 
cipally those  of  the  sun^  expressed  in  a  variety  of  ways, 
and  by  a  multitude  of  fanciful  names.'  * 

The  kind  of  radiated  ^  coma '  which  surrounds  the 
head-dress  of  Vasu  Deva  in  our  coin  (fig.  6,  plate  vii.,) 
may  be  readily  imagined   to    represent  the   glory  or 

1  *  Asiatic  Researches,'  vol.  i.,  p.  267. 
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brilliant  effiilgenoe  of  the  sun ;  it  resembles  somewhat 
the  glory  round  the  head  of  Surya,  in  Moor's  ^Pan- 
theon/ plate  IxxxviL  The  same  ornament  appears  on 
the  reverse  of  the  two  coins  from  Mamky&la  (figs.  10 
and  11,  plate  v.j,  but  the  name  Vasu  Deva  is  wanting 
in  these,  and  the  Sanskrit  legend  is  confined  to  the 
obverse,  where  it  evidently  marks  the  name  of  the 
young  king  with  the  winged  helmet. 

If  the  winged  head-dress  be  considered,  then,  the 
exclusive  mark  of  Shapur  II.,  we  may  suppose  him 
to  have  possessed  provinces  in  India,  wherein  he  struck 
money,  with  his  name  and  titles  in  the  Nagari  cha- 
racter; and  where,  to  avoid  oflfending  the  prejudices 
of  the  people,  he  omitted  the  altar  of  Mithras,  and 
adopted  the  Hindu  divinity  which  coincided  nearest 
with  the  object  of  his  own  worship. 

While  we  have  this  evidence  of  Indo-Sassanian 
rule  in  some  quarter  of  the  Fanjab,  another  of  our 
coins,  though  but  one,  would  seem  to  point  out  a 
similar  connection  with  the  Bactrian  provinces.  Among 
the  coins  of  the  Xadphises  group  sent  down  by  Kar&mat 
'All,  are  two  gold  ones  of  very  inferior  fabrication,  thin 
like  the  Sassanian  coins,  and  differing  in  many  respects 
from  the  class  of  coins  to  which  they  are  otherwise 
allied.  One  of  these  is  depicted  as  fig.  10  of  plate  viii. 
The  other  is  similar,  except  that  the  head-dress  of 
the  prince  is  surmounted  by  a  pair  of  wings  and  a  glohe^ 
as  separately  shown  in  fig.  11 .  I  thought  at  first  that 
the  coin  might  be  spurious,  being  of  gold  and  so 
vastly  inferior  in  execution  to  its  fellows,  but  it  will 
be   seen  hereafter  that  its  authenticity  is  well  estab- 
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lished :  it  is  sufficient  in  this  place  to  point  out  the 
above  curious  feet,  and  I  therefore  now  proceed  to 
review  the  other  coins  of  the  Manikyala^  tumulus, 
with  the  hope  rather  of  applying  the  epoch  already 
found  from  the  Sassanian  coin  to  the  history  of  these, 
than  to  draw  from  the  latter  any  additional  light 
regarding  the  age  of  the  monument. 

OBVERSES  OF  THE  COINS  OF  KANEEKOS. 

Beginning,  tlien,  with  the  two  gold  coinB  preserred  in  the  cylinders  of  the  same 
metal,  the  first  remark  which  occurs  on  their  inspection  is,  that  Greek  characters 
were  still  in  nse  in  the  proTinces  of  Kfrhul  and  the  i'anj&h  in  the  fourth  century, 
corrupted  to  he  sure,  but  still  retaining  more  of  their  original  form  than  those  of 
the  latter  Arsaeids,  or  of  the  first  Sassanidn  of  Persia,  a  oeatury  anterior  to  them 
in  date. 

The  next  ohseiration  which  offers  is,  that  none  of  the  words  of  the  inscription 
are  Greek ;  neither  the  titles  of  the  Indo-Scythic  sorereigns  of  Bactiia,  'BAGIAETO 
BACIAEXIN,'  nor  CTcn  Greek  terminations  to  the  words,  being  any  longer  apparent 
(with  the  exception  of  two  Kadphises  coins  upon  which  the  Greek  legend  was  hardy 
perceptible).  It  was  not  until  I  had  carefoUy  analysed  all  that  was  l^ble  of  the 
fresh  supply  of  coins  of  the  same  nature,  that  I  was  able  to  distinguish  the  direct 
com^nguimt^  of  the  whole  of  these  barbaric  descendants  with  their  oomparatirely 
pure  progenitors  abore  mentioned. 

Nearly  the  whole  of  the  Bactrian  series  of  coins  is  now  known  to  us. 

Those  of  pure  Grecian  fabrication,  such  as  the  beautiful  silver  medal  of  Euthy- 
demus  brought  down  by  Lieut.  Bumes,  of  which  Dr.  Gerard  has  recently  favored  me 
with  a  duplicate,  simply  bear  the  head  of  the  sovereign  on  the  obTerse,  and  his 
name,  along  with  a  figpire  of  Jupiter,  Hercules,  or  some  other  god,  on  the  reversey 
after  the  feshion  of  their  Syrian  prototypes.' 

The  coins  of  Menander,  ApoUodotus,  and  Eucratides,  as  well  as  those  of  Antila- 
kides,  Hermeus,  Unadpherros,  and  other  princes  made  known  through  Mr.  Masson's 
tuooessftal  researches,  have  inTaiiably  an  inscription  in  Pehlvi  or  some  unknown 
oharacter  on  the  reverse,  while  the  name  and  titles  of  the  sovereign,  instead  of 
running  straight  across  the  field  as  in  the  Macedonian  coins,  encircle  the  device  on 
the  obverse,  in  the  manner  of  the  Roman  coins  of  the  same  period,  which  were  then 
no  doubt,  current  extensively  in  the  east. 

The  Pehlvi  inscription  continues  on  the  coins  of  Kadphises,  which  we  may  con- 
clude, from  their  comparative  rarity  in  the  Maniky&la  collection,  to  have  belonged 
to  a  different  province  from  those  of  Kanerkos,  or  to  have  been  antecedent  to  them 
by  a  period  sufficient  to  render  them  scarce  in  the  district. 

^  The  Sanskrit  legends  on  the  two  Manik]^&la  coins  have  resisted  the  attempts 
of  all  ^e  pandits  to  whom  I  could  refer,  even  with  the  aid  of  a  conjecture  that  they 
might  refer  to  Sh&p(ir  II.  of  Persia,  or,  though  less  likely,  to  Krishna. 

'  See  *  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  vol.  ii.  plate  xi.  [plate  ii.  mpr4]. 
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The  fortunate  diacoTery  by  Br.  Martin  Honigberger  of  one  of  the  coins  of  thif 
prince  in  a  tope  near  E&bid,  corroborates  the  idea  of  a  separate  seat  of  goTemment ; 
and  the  device  of  the  bull  (and  Sira  ?)  points  to  a  different  creed  from  that  of  the 
Eanetkoe  series,  which  bear  an  image,  as  will  presently  be  shown,  of  the  son ;  and 
^ns  appear  more  nearly  allied  to  the  Persian  creed. 

At  the  period,  howeyer,  of  the  erection  of  the  Manikylda  monnment,  a  con- 
siderable change  had  taken  place  in  the  designation  of  the  princes  of  both  countries  : 
at  least,  we  find  a  similar  alteration  in  the  inscription  of  the  coins  of  both ;  the 
deyices  in  other  respects  remaining  unaltered,  or  only  deteriorated  in  execution. 

The  alteration  to  which  I  allude,  is  the  omission  of  the  Greek  title  BACiaETO 
BACIAEnN,  and  the  substitution  of  PAO  NANO  PAO,  or  simply  PAO.  That  such 
was  the  case  may  be  proved  from  numerous  coins  in  Mr.  Masson's  plates ;  I  have, 
however,  endeavoured  to  make  the  transition  still  plainer  by  placing  together  in 
plate  vii.  drawings  of  the  coins  which  I  imagine  to  be  thus  aUied.  Figures  7  and  8 
are  from  very  perfect  specimens  of  the  genuine  Kanerkos  coin  in  oopper,  the  first 
sent  me  by  Karfanat  'AU,  the  second  by  Dr.  Gerard :  while  figures  10  and  11  ^  are 
from  other  equally  well  preserved  coins  in  my  own  enriched  cabinet.  The  devices 
will  at  onoe  be  pronounced  to  be  identicaL 

Of  the  legend  om  the  first  two  coins  I  need  add  nothing  to  what  has  been  before 
said  r  of  the  others,  I  have  collected,  to  the  right  hand  of  fig.  10,  the  various 
readings  extant;  and,  beginning  en  the  right  hand,  we  find,  as  before  stated, 
PAOKA  ....  NHPKI,  which  I  suppose  to  be  equivalent  to  fitt^tXws  Kompicotf ;  * 
the  break  between  KA  and  NHPKI  seeming  to  have  been  merely  caused  by  the  want 
of  space  b^w  the  device,  while  the  dots  between  the  A  and  the  N  may  be  intended 
to  denote  their  immediate  connection. 

If  we  now  turn  to  the  KadphiBcs  group  in  plate  viii.  we  find  [nreoisely  the  same 
dmnge  of  designatiofli,  at  the  foot  of  the  plate  on  the  right-hand  side,  where,  for  the 
sake  of  saving  space,  the  terminating  words  only  of  the  Greek  inscription  are 
engraved. 

The  first  part  of  the  full  inscription  on  the  elder  type  of  these  coins,  both  the 
large  and  the  small,  is  correctly  given  by  Mr.  Masson,  as  BACIACVO  BAOIACwN 
O^THP  MEFAO.'  The  name  KAA«lCHC  is  itself  not  very  distinct  in  any  of  the  ten 
coins  whence  my  inscriptions  are  copied,  but,  coupled  with  Mr.  Masson's  authority, 
it  may  be  fully  relied  on.  The  intervening  letters  are  more  uncertain :  the  various 
readings  are  OOX,  OKMO,  OOKMO,  OOHN,  OOMO.    'The  two  omicrona  cannot 

1  [' Ariana  Antiqua,'  xiii.  1,  p.  868.  'Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,' 
iv.  162, 1846,  p.  488,  9.] 

*  We  have  no  authority  for  writing  it  iconypKot ,  since  it  always  occurs  with  the 
genitive  termination  ou,  although  united  to  /BcuriXcux  in  the  nominative. 

>  Mr.  Masson's  '  Memoir'  is  so  full  on  the  subject  of  the  Kadphises  coins,  that  I 
have  not  thought  it  necessarv  to  add  anything  thereto.  I  may  here,  however,  point 
out  that  the  portion  of  Colond  Tod's  *  bull  and  rfrifr '  coin,  which  Schlerel  could 
make  nothing  of  (*  Asiatic  Researches,'  xvii.  679),  has  been  saccessfully  developed 
by  the  more  perfect  specimens  now  obtained.  What  the  Professor  deciphered  as 
IHPNISIC  and  sAOBIFPIO  are  evidently  (supplying  the  two  first  letters  of '  sariour ') 
<rfl^THP  MEFAO  KAA^ICHC.  Schlegel  considered  the  name  to  be  that  of  a  Tartar 
Khui,  or  Indo-Scythian  prince.  Cofonel  Tod,  however,  leaned  to  a  Parthian  origin, 
whilst  the  Bactrian  kingdom  was  subject  to  Parthian  kings ;  this  view  seems  the 
most  probable  from  several  considerations,  such  as  the  flre-aJtar,  the  costume,  and 
the  Pehlvl  inscriptions. 


128  OBVERSES   OF   THE   COINS   OF   KANERK08.         [aet.vii. 


well  be  intended  as  Btops  to  denote  the  termination  of  the  inBcription,  to  which 
purpose  they  would  be  applied  in  the  Zend,  or  Pehlri ;  nor  can  the  interrening  word 
be  an  epithet,  coupled  with  fuyaty  for  the  same  word  occurs  on  tiie  gold  medal 
found  bj  Br.  Martin  Honigberger,^  with  the  simpler  form  BACIAfvO  OOHMO 
KAA^ICHC.  The  only  probable  conjecture  is  this,  that  Ookmo  or  oh&mo  may  be  a 
part  or  an  adjunct  of  the  name  of  the  prince. 

Quitting  this  dubious  ground,  and  descending  to  the  inferior  coins  of  the  bull 
type,  we  find  legends  11,  12,  13,  14,  and  15.  expressing  more  or  less  legibly  the  same 
term  PAO  NANO  obsenred  on  the  Kanerkou  group. 

In  the  same  manner,  fifteen  of  the  elephant  coins  afford,  some  entire,  and  some  in 
part,  the  legend  PAO  NANO  PAO  in  place  of  the  title,  and  some  few,  as  that 
depicted  in  fig.  31  of  plate  vii.  haye  the  word  KCNPANO,  which,  until  contradicted 
by  more  satisfSeu^tory  testimony,  we  may  assume  to  be  the  prince's  name  on  this  coin. 
In  some  coins  this  name  seems  written  Kf  NOPANO. 

The  two  copper  coins  haying  seated  figures,  29  and  32  of  the  ManikyUa  plate  yi. ; 
also  32  of  plate  yii.  and  3  of  plate  yiii.  haye,  though  in  fewer  examples,  furnished 
unequiyocal  fragments  of  the  same  legend  or  title,  PAO  NANO 

The  coin  with  the  running  figure,  on  the  contrary,  has  only  (in  the  three  legible 
samples  of  our  collection}  yielded  portions  of  PAO  KA NHPKI,  and  is  there- 
fore in  all  respects  similar  to  the  secondary  form  of  the  Kanerkou  medals.  The  aboye 
includes  all  of  the  Indo-Scythic  type  yet  known :  Mr.  Masson  restricts  them  to  four 
distinct  sets,  and,  in  fiict,  so  judicious  had  been  his  suryey  of  the  group,  that  we 
haye  not  been  able  to  add  one  new  type  to  his  list« 

We  now  turn  to  the 'two  gold  coins  of  the  Manikyftla  cabinet,  haying,  from  the 
aboye  cursory  suryey  of  the  more  numerous  copper  coins,  became  possessed,  as  it  were, 
of  a  key  to  tiieir  solution. 

It  was  some  little  time  before  I  disooyered  that  the  inscriptions  on  the  larger  gold 
coin  of  the  first  Manikyftla  deposit,  (Plate  Y.  fig.  2,)  and  the  little  gold  coin  of  the 
lower  cylinder  (plate  yi.  fig.  24,)  bore  precisely  the  same  legend  on  the  obyerse. 
The  first  half  of  the  writing  on  the  small  coin  was  not  legible ;  and  it  was  only  after 
peroeiying  the  analogy  of  the  latter  half  with  the  second  part  of  the  larger  coin,  that 
I  was  led,  by  careful  examination,  to  trace  and  recognise  the  rudiments  of  each  letter 
of  the  first  part  of  the  obliterated  coin.  I  haye  in  the  present  plate,  yii.,  placed 
the  two  in  juxtaposition,  (figs.  26  and  26,)  to  show  their  identity,  and  the  whole 
line  thus  restored  becomes  yery  eyidently  PAO  NANO  PAO  .  •  .  OOHPKI 
KOPANO. 

There  is  some  indistinctness,  and  perhaps  an  omission,  about  the  central  portion 
of  this  inscription,  where  portions  of  the  letters  are  cut  off,  or  entangled  with  the 
ornamental  head-dress  of  the  prince;  but  we  are  fortunately  able  to  clear  up  this 
uncertainty  from  a  coin  depicted  as  No.  2  of  Professor  Wilson's  plates,  in  the 
seyenteenth  yolume  of  the  '  Researches,'  and  stated  by  my  predecessor  to  haye  been 
disooyered  in  a  field  near  Comilla  in  Tipera.  The  inscription  on  this  coin  is  now 
rendered  legible  by  our  acquired  knowledge  of  its  associates.  The  corrected  reading  is 
PAONANOPAOEA  NHPKIKOPANO,  and  it  at  once  enables  us  to  supply  the 
omission  in  the  centre  of  the  Maniky&la  gold  coins  by  the  name  already  so  familiar 
to  our  ears,  as  *  Kanerki '  or  *  Kanerkou ' 

Are  these  yarious  coins  then  all  the  production  of  one  soyereign  ?  or  was  the 


^  See  the  drawing  of  this  coin  by  Masson,  in  plate  xiii.  of  his  memoir,  * 
of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  vol.  iii. 
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•apcrscription  of  that  prince  maintained  by  his  sacceMon,  and  gradually  lost  by  the 
coiTuption  of  the  Greek  characters,  in  which  it  was  endeaTOured  to  be  conveyed? 
To  these  qaestions  a  satisfactory  answer  cannot  be  given  in  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge :  but  we  cannot  avoid  remarking  that  the . .  KENOPANO  of  the  Elephant 

coin  may,  by  a  very  trifling  alteration,  be  read  as EI  EOPANO,  which  will 

bring  it  to  coincide  with  the  other  coins  of  this  extensive  family. 

The  degeneration  of  individual  letters  is  sufficiently  visible  in  the  various  forms 
of  the  P,  the  A,  the  K,  and  the  M,  in  the  specimens  engraved,  but  a  more  wholesale 
abandonment  of  the  primitive  form  may,  I  think,  be  pointed  out  in  the  third  gold 
coin  of  Mr.  Wilson's  plates,  being  one  of  what  we  have  called  the  Bull  and  R&ji,  or 
Kadphises,  coins.  The  legend  on  this  is  very  prominent,  and  contains,  under  a 
trifling  disguise,  the  very  letters  of  the  same  sentence  ;  the  first  letter,  P,  is  wanting, 
and  the  three  final  letters  of  the  last  word,  (p)  AONANOPAO  OOHOKOP  (omo). 

The  collection  received  from  Kar&mat  'Ali  has  put  me  in  possession  of  two  gold 
coins  of  this  curious  species ;  (which  was  indeed  held  to  be  of  doubtful  origin,  from 
Colonel  Mackenzie  having  apparently  multiplied  fac-similes  of  his  in  silver :)  they  are 
thin,  and  of  exceedingly  clumsy  manufacture,  but  the  legends  in  both  are  plain,  though 
much  more  transformed  than  the  specimen  just  given.  Fig.  10  of  plate  viiL  repre- 
sents one  of  these  coins,  and  fig.  11,  the  principal  characteristics  of  the  other,  namely, 
the  inscription,  the  king's  head,  (already  alluded  to  as  wearing  the  winged  cap  of  the 
Sassanian  monarchs,)  the  fire-altar,  and  the  symbol,  all  more  or  less  varied.  The 
inscription  now  possesses  but  three  characters,  P,  N,  and  O,  the  latter  having  swal- 
lowed up  all  the  angular  A's  and  P*s ;  and  the  N  assuming  all  the  functions  of  M  and 
K.  Bearing  this  in  mind,  the  lower  line  may  be  read  without  any  fiainciful  straining, 
O  PAONANO  P  .  O     KOPA.  . . 

Fig.  10  is  equally  capable  of  the  same  interpretation,  for  beginning  dn  the  left 
hand,  at  the  bottom,  what  appears  to  be  POOilOPOOBO  UtJYO  YOPOdO 
is  evidently  letter  for  letter  a  corruption  of  PAONANOPAO  OOHO  KOPANO. 

The  characters  of  the  whole  series  of  these  curious  relics,  of  a  dynasty  entirely  un- 
known from  other  sources,  having  been  so  far  developed,  as  regards  the  obverse  of  the 
medals,  it  remains,  before  we  proceed  to  consider  the  variable  motto  on  the  reverse, 
to  offer  a  few  observations  on  the  meaning  these  enigmatical  words  rao  nano  rao 
atid  korano  may  be  intended  to  convey. 

First  then,  as  regards  the  termination  in  the  short  Greek  o ; — we  learn  from  M. 
Eug^e  Bumouf's  very  learned  commentary  on  the  *Ya^na,'  in  the  introductory  essay 
on  the  Zend  alphabet,  that  the  Zend  contains  a  short  o  unknown  to  the  Sanskrit 
alphabet  and  used  as  the  equivalent  of  t^e  short  Nj&gari  inherent  a,  while  on  the 
other  hand  it  has  precisely  the  value  of  the  Greek  omicron.^  To  express,  therefore, 
any  native  word  so  terminating,  in  the  Greek  character,  the  omicron  would  neces- 
sarily be  employed.  We  know  from  the  circumstance  of  the  Zend  or  rather  PehlvS 
characters  on  the  obverse  of  the  Bactrian  coins,  that  this  dialect  must  have  been  the 

It  is,  perhaus,  unnecessary  to  state  that  in  the  Zend,  as  in  the  European  alphabets, 


^ I  peu  ^tonner,  sans  doute,  si  Ton  pense  que  dans  I'lnde  meme  Va  bref  D^van&gari 

vaut  0,  suivant  la  prononciation  BengUie,  et  e  bref,  comme  nous  I'avons  d^ja  rcmarqii^ 

fluB  haut.  Dans  ce  cas  V6  Zend  n'est  pas  en  reality  V6  Devankgari,  c'est  plutdt 
arm'eron  grec,  en  taut  qu'il  repond  k  Va  Sanscrit  et  k  Ve  Latin  dans  les  roots  que  ces 
trois  langues  poss^dcnt  en  commun." — Qftnmentaire  tur  le  Tu^nUf  par  Eugene 
Bumouf,  vol.  i.  p.  59, 

9 
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prerailing  language  of  the  country.  MoreoTer,  from  the  learned  authority  above 
quoted  we  learn,  that  the  termination  in  ^  is  of  very  frequent  use  in  the  Zend,  the 
final  0  being  the  regular  permutation  of  «,  the  sign  of  the  Sanskrit  nominatire  in 
words  common  to  the  two  languages :  thus  in  Ahurm-masdAo  (Ormuzd),  the  lattcr 
word  is  precisely  the  Sanskrit  mahd-ddt  *  qui  magna  dat,'  an  attribute  of  the  Deity  : 
again  '*  la  *■  lune '  porte,  en  Zend,  le  nom  do  mdo :  et  mdhya,  *■  lunaire,'  arec  le  suffixe 
des  adjectifs,  yo,  est  deriy^  de  maA,  qui  est  exactement  le  Sanscrit  aum,  *  lune.'  " 

The  iteration  of  the  term  rdo  in  the  expression  rao  nana  rao,  contrasted  with  its 
single  employment  in  other  instances,  bears  so  strong  an  affinity  to  the  duplication 
/BcuriAfvx  /BcuriXcwr,  in  Greek ;  malkan-malkd,  in  PehM ;  rt^ddhi-ri^  in  Sanskrit, 
etc.,  that  it  is  hardly  possible  to  resist  the  assumption  of  a  similar  interpretation  for 
the  words  in  question,  more  especially  when  it  is  known  that  the  term  r«o  is  to  this 
day  a  common  affix  to  the  names  of  natire  Mar&thi  and  Rftjput  princes ;  such  as 
Mulhar  Rio,  Govind  Rte,  Trimbak  R&o,  etc.  The  Penian  title  rrfy,  conferred  by 
the  Dihll  emperors  on  HindQ  princes  as  an  inferior  grade  to  rdjd^  had  doubtless  a 
similar  meaning,  and  like  rer,  r^,  rot,  may  be  traced  to  the  original  Sanskrit  rdot 
^1|,  the  quality  of '  rule '  or  ' passion'  (both  equal  priyileges  of  royalty !). 

The  title  Baia^rdyd,  or  Baia-rdo^  is  stated  by  Wilford  to  hare  been  equivalent,  in 
the  spoken  language  of  Gujar&t,  to  Bakh-riffa,  '  the  great  king.'  The  Bala-r&ya 
dynasty  of  that  country  was  composed  of  petty  kings,  and  the  title  was  contradistin- 
guished from  Sdfendra  the  *  superior'  or  *  imperial  sovereign.'  ^  Mr.  Wilson  in  his  notes 
on  the  ancient  inscriptions  on  Mount  Abu'  enumerates  the  following  titles  as  de- 
noting progressirely  decreasing  grades  of  rank  : — Mahdrd{jddhiri\jd^  rdjd,  rdna,  rdfc^, 
rdtif  and  rdo»  The  appellation  rdtcelf  according  to  Colonel  Tod,*  was  the  ancient 
title  of  the  princes  of  Mew&r.  It  was  only  changed  to  rdna  in  the  twelfth  century. 
Baoul  or  rdwel  is  still  the  designation  of  the  princes  of  Dungurpfir  and  Jesalm^r. 

That  rao  was  an  inferior  title  will  not  injure  its  applicability  to  the  princes  of  the 
Panj&b  and  Bactria,  at  the  time  in  question ;  for  it  is  known  that  the  country  was 
dirided  into  petty  sovereignties,  and  it  is  probable  that  many  were  tributary  to  the 
Persian  monarch. 

Without  a  dictionary  of  the  Zend,  the  right  interpretation  of  the  word  ndno  can 
only  be  attempted  in  the  same  hypothetical  manner.  As  a  name  it  is  frequently  met 
with  among  the  P6isis  of  the  west  of  India,  and  equally  among  the  Marfcthls  of 
Gujarfct  and  the  Dakhan ;  N6na  Govind  R&o,  N&na  Oowasji,  N&na  Famavlz,  the 
P6na  minister,  and  many  other  familiar  names  might  be  adduced  in  eridence.  That 
it  IB  some  title  of  nobiHtude  (if  I  may  use  the  expression)  can  hardly  be  doubted, 
though  itsprecise  import  be  not  known.  •  The  word  ndna  is  inserted  in  Wilson's 
Sanskrit  dictionary  as  bearing  the  signification,  **  (1)  without,  except ;  (2)  many* 
various;  (3)  double,  or  twofold,  as  ndndraaOf  many-flavoured;  ndndrdga^  many- 
coloured  :"— in  the  same  way  we  might  read,  knowing  the  dose  connection  of  the 
Zend  with  the  Sanskrit,  rao  nana  rao  *  royal  doubly  royal,'  which  has,  so  far,  a  strict 
analogy  with  rdjddhir<\ja—^  itj.  super  rex'.  I  am  unable  to  offer  any  more  probable 
conjecture  on  the  meaning  of  this  word. 

The  final  designation  horanoy  bears  at  first  sight  a  strong  resemblance  to  the 
Greek  jcoipoFox, '  princeps,  dominus : '  but  as  the  introduction  of  a  word  seldom  or 
never  used  in  this  sense  upon  coins  would  imply  an  increasing  knowledge  of  a  foreign 
tongue  at  the  very  time  when  in  other  palpable  instances  it  was  falling  into  disuse 

1  'Asiatic  Researches.'  vol.  ix.  p.  179.    '  *  Asiatic  Researches,'  vol.  xvi.  p.  314. 
i  Tod's  *  R6jasth&n,'  vol.  i.  p.  213. 
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and  oblivioD,  such  an  explanation  cai^not  be  allowed  for  a  moment.  The  next 
analogy  which  strikes  the  imagination  is  to  the  modern  title  Sdhib-i  girdn,  home  by 
three  of  the  Dihll  monarchs,  Taimar,  Sb&h  Jah&n,  and  Mohammad  Sh&h.  The 
explanation  of  this  epithet  has  been  given  in  varioos  ways,  as  '  lord  of  the  fortunate 
conjunction  of  the  planets;'  *the  august  hero;'  'the  sovereign  who  has  reigned 
through  a  certain  term  or  lustrum,'  (10,  20,  30,  40,  80,  or  120  years,)  'lord  of  the 
horns  or  rays.'  In  the  latter  sense  it  bears  an  analogy  to  Zu-l-karnain,  the  common 
title  of  Alexander  the  Great,  literally  *  aux  eome%y  *  wiUi  the  horns,'  in  allusion  to  the 
horns  of  Ammon  depicted  upon  his  head  in  most  of  his  medals.  Here  again  is  a 
connection  not  to  be  passed  over  unobserved  with  the  application  of  j^Uakndf^ ''  aux 
ailes,"  to  the  parallel  instance  of  the  winged  head-dress  of  Sapor  in  the  Sassanian 
coin  before  described. 

Kirana  is  Sanskrit  as  well  as  Persian  :  no  doubt,  therefore,  some  derivative  form 
of  the  same  root  will  bo  found  in  the  Zend :  it  signifies  *  a  ray  of  light,  a  sun-  or  moon- 
beam : '  karana  also  signifies  *  an  interval  of  time.'  It  is  probable,  therefore,  that  the 
epithet  korano  may  have  some  reference  to  the  designation  of  the  Moghul  emperorst 
who,  it  may  be  remarked,  brought  it  into  Hindikst&n,  though  many  centuries  after- 
wards, from  the  country  which  was  the  scene  of  Eanerki's  rule. 

Of  the  word  preceding  korano,  the  variations  in  reading  on  different  coins  are  so 
great,  OOH,  OOMO,  OMKO,  etc.,  that  I  cannot  venture  an  opinion  on  the  subject 
further  than,  as  it  appears  aboin  the  pure  Greek  inscription  of  Eadphises'  coin,  it 
must  probably  form  part  of  ft  proper  name.  On  the  two  Maniky&la  gold  coins,  how- 
ever, the  reading  is  distinctly  OOMPKI  (or  OOHPKI,  for  the  H  and  M  are  nearly 
alike),  while  on  Carey's  coin,  before  described,  the  initial  is  equally  distinct,  and  the 
testimony  is  strong  in  fevour  of  reading  it  as  KANHPKI,  with  the  same  termination  as 
is  found  on  the  well-preserved  coin,  fig.  10  of  plate  vii.  Should  this  prove  to  be  the 
right  reading,  we  have  thus  the  ^11  inscription  on  the  obverse  PAO  NANO  PAO 
KANHPKI  KOPANO,  which  may  be  interpreted  '  King  of  kings,  Kanerki  the 
splendid.' 

I  have  not  alluded  to  the  hypothesis  advanced  in  my  former  note,  that  Kanerkos 
might  be  the  Kanishka  of  Kashmlrian  history,  because  the  discovery  of  the  Sassanian 
coins,  and  the  consequent  modem  date  of  the  present  monument,  at  once  overthrow 
that  supposition.  It  may,  however,  be  urged  in  explanation  of  the  great  abundance 
of  the  Kanerki  coins,  that  this  name  may  be  one  of  a  family  or  dynasty,  like  that  of 
Arsaoes  on  the  Arsacidan  coins,  repeated  without  further  distinction  than  an  altera- 
tion in  the  features  and  dress  of  the  monarch,  throughout  the  whole  line  from  the 
real  Kanerki  downwards. 

INSCBIPTION  ON  THE  KEVERSE  OF  THE  KANERKI  COINS. 

I  now  proceed  to  offer  a  few  remarks  touching  the  inscription  and  device  on  the 
reverse  of  the  Maniky&la  coins  of  the  Kanerki  group. 

That  the  image  represented  on  all  these  coins  is  a  sacred  personage  may  be 
gathered  from  the  glory  which  invariably  encircles  its  head.  In  this  respect  these 
coins  resemble  their  Grecian  prototypes,  upon  which  we  behold  the  figures  of 
Jupiter,  Hercules,  Apollo,  and  Castor  and  Pollux. 

The  costume  of  our  mythological  figure,  however,  differs  greatly  from  the  Grecian 
model,  and  in  the  specimens  best  preserved  (as  fig.  10,  of  plate  vii.)  it  resembles  the 
Persian  dress  with  its  peculiar  turbaned  hat,  and  a  thin  flowing  robe  hanging  from 
the  shoulders. 
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There  aro  four  Tarietiet  of  attitude,  attended  vith  other  peculisritics,  which  it 
will  be  better  to  couple  in  description  with  what  we  hare  to  eaj  on  the  epigraphe  of 
each. 

The  firet  rarietj  w  already  well  known  from  Lieut.  Bumes'  and  Maa8on*B  speci- 
mens :  a  beautiful  coin  of  this  type  is  engraTed  in  plate  yii.  from  one  oi  KaHtmat 
'All's  collection. 

The  figure  is  wrapped  in  a  flowing  muslin  robe,  of  the  Indian  character :  it 
faces  the  right  hand,  is  apparently  a  female,  and  bears  a  lotus.  The  motto  is 
NANA  I  A.  Portions  of  the  same  name  are  seen  on  all  the  copper  coins  in  which 
the  figure  faces  to  the  right  hand.  It  is  also  discoyerable  in  the  Tipera  gold  coin 
(No.  2  of  Wilson's  plates). 

Mr.  Masson  has  conjectured,  Tery  plausibly,  that  this  name  is  identical  with  N6n(. 
There  are,  he  says,  numerous  shrines  throughout  that  country  known  to  the 
Muhammadans  as  the  ZS&rats  of  Bibi  N6ni.  The  Hiudtis  also  resort  to  them^ 
claiming  the  lady  as  one  of  the  numerous  forms  of  the  goddess  PfrrratS. 

Col.  Wilford  mentions  in  the  third  and  fourth  volumes  of  the  *  Researches '  a 
goddess,  called  by  Stnibo  AN  AT  A,  and  equiTakntto  the  Sanskrit  Anfcyasd-deTf,  which 
seems  to  hare  a  near  connection  with  the  object  of  discussion.  *  Even  to  this  day,' 
says  this  learned  mythologist,  'the  Hind6s  occasionally  visit  the  two JtcM-^ukhu ot 
*^ burning  springs"  (of  naphtha)  in  Cusha-dwipa  :  the  first  of  which,  dedicated  to  the 
goddess  Devi  with  the  epithet  AndyMd,  is  not  far  from  the  Tigris ;  and  Strabo 
mentions  a  temple  on  that  very  spot,  inscribed  to  the  goddess  Anaias:'  again^ 
*  Andyagd-devi-^ihdn  (now  Corcur)  was  the  nyt  Avatas  Upov  of  Strabo.' ' 

He  afterwards  alludes  to  some  Hindis  who  had  visited  the  place :  *  I  have  been 
fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  four  or  five  pilgrims  who  had  paid  their  devotions 
at  this  holy  temple  of  the  goddess  ANAIA  or  ANAIAS,  with  its  burning  month  or 
jwiUd-mukhi :  it  is  near  Kerkook,  east  of  the  Tigris.' '  ; 

The  circumstance  of  the  burning  fountain  is  of  material  importance,  as  it  will  be 
seen  by  the  sequel  that  it  connects  nanaia  with  the  other  devices  of  the  reverse,  and 
with  the  general  and  national  fire  worship  to  which  it  is  imagined  they  may  all  be 
traced.  The  inscriptions  accompanying  this  appellation  are,  generally  speaking,  of 
pure  Greek ;  had  they  been  otherwise,  it  might  have  been  doubted  whether  nanaia 
were  not  the  adjectival  or  feminine  form  of  the  word  ndna  on  the  obverse. 

The  goddess  Nanaia,  or  Anaia,  again,  bears  a  close  analogy  in  name  and  character 
to  the  Anaitis  of  the  Greek,  and  the  Anahid  of  the  Persian,  mythology ;  that  is,  the 
planet  Venus,  and  one  of  the  seven  fires  held  sacred  by  the  latter  people.  M.  Guig- 
niauf  s  remarks  on  the  subject  may  be  applied  to  the  figure  on  our  coin  :~*<  Le  culte 
simple  et  pur  du  feu,  dominant  dans  les  premiers  Ages,  se  vit  bientdt  associer  le  culte 
des  aatres  et  surtout  des  plan^tes.  .  .  .  Les  feux,  les  plan^tes,  et  les  g^nies  qui  y 
president,  sent  an  nombre  de  sept,  nombre  le  plus  sacr6  de  tons  ehez  les  Peraes ;  mais 
trois,  surtout,  se  reprtentent  sons  cesse  comme  les  plus  anciennement  r^v^r^— le  feu 
des  6toiles  on  la  plan^te  de  Venus,  Anahid ;— le  feu  du  soleil,  on  feu  Mihr  ;~le  feu  de 
la  foudre,  ou  feu  Bersin,  Jupiter.  Le  culte  du  feu  Guschasp,  on  d' Anahid,  figure 
comme  un  culte  fort  antique  dans  les  livres  Zends  et  dans  le  *8chah  Nameh',  de  m^me 
que  celui  d' Anaitis  dans  une  foule  d'auteurs  Grecs  depuis  H6rodote.  ...  Or  Mitr4 
(fieminin  de  Mithras)  et  Anahid,  ou  Anaitis,  sent  une  seule  et  mdme  d6ease,  I'^toile  du 
» g6nie  femoUe  qui  preside  &  I'amour,  qui  donne  la  lumi^re,  et  qui  dirige  la 

>  'Asiatic  Researches,'  vol.  iii.  p.  297  and  484. 

>  '  Asiatic  Researches,'  vol.  iv.  p.  374. 
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marcbc  harmonieuse  des  astres  avcc  lea  sons  de  sa  lyre,  dont  les  rayons  du  soleil  for- 
nient  les.  cordes.'  ^ 

The  object  in  the  hand  of  our  Nanaia  (fig.  7,  plate  vii.)  is  not  howoTer  a  musical 
instrument,  but  rather  a  flower,  or  perhaps  the  mirror  appertaining  to  Venns. 

The  larger  gold  coin  from  Manikyfrla  has  apparently  an  expanded  form  of  the 
same  name :  it  is  read  MANAOBAIX)  in  page  94,  but  from  the  similarity  of  M  and 
N  in  the  corrupted  Greek  of  the  period  in  question,  I  entertain  little  doubt  that  the 
correct  reading  is  NANAO  (for  yoywa),  with  some  affix  or  epithet,  BA  or  BATO  or 
BAAO,  which  could  only  be  made  out  by  one  acquainted  with  the  Zend  language. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  horns  of  the  moon  projecting  from  the  shoulders  of  this 
fiKure,  assimilate  it  strongly  to  a  drawing  in  Hyde's  '  Historia  Religionis  veterum 
Peraarum,'  p.  114,  of  Malach-baal,  to  which  also  the  last  four  letters  of  the  inscrip- 
tion bear  some  resemblance.  Malach-baal,  or  Bex-baal,  is  only  another  name  for  the 
sun.  Those  who  incline  to  the  latter  interpretation  will  of  course  class  this  reyerse 
with  those  of  HAIOC,  to  which  I  shall  presently  advert. 

A  remarkable  variation  from  the  genuine  Greek  reading  occurs  in  one  of  the  speci- 
mens published  by  Colonel  Tod  in  the  '  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,' 
vol.  i.  plate  xii.  fig.  14,  on  a  coin  of  PAO  KA  ....  (yiypici).  The  word  Nanaia  here 
appears  under  the  disguise  of  NANAO,  and  this  is  an  important  accession  to  our 
knowledge,  both  as  showing  that  the  Greek  name  corresponded  to  the  yemacuUr,  and 
88  proving,  from  the  Zend  termination  in  6o,  the  link  with  the  Sanskrit  Andyasd. 

The  second  type  of  the  Kanerkou  reverse  represents  a  male  figure,  dressed  in  a 
frock,  trowsers,  and  boots :  he  is  in  a  graceful  attitude,  facing  the  left,  with  the 
right  arm  uplifted,  and  the  left  a-kimbo.  He  has  a  turban,  and  a  'glory,'  which  is 
in  some  instances  radiated. 

The  designation  on  the  higher  class  of  this  type  is  uniformly  HAIOC,  Hhe  sun,* 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  concerning  its  nature :  moreover  in  the  subse- 
quent series,  wherein  the  Greek  language  is  suspended  and  the  letters  only  retained, 
a  corresponding  change  is  observed  in  the  title,  while  the  same  dress  of  the  *  regent 
of  the  sun'  is  preserved,  and  enables  us  to  identify  him. 

The  Bomans  and  Greeks,  as  we  learn  from  Hyde,  always  dressed  Mithra  in  the 
eostume  of  a  Persian  king :  thus  on  various  sculptures  inscribed  *  Deo  Mithri  Per- 
sarum,'  *  visitur  Mithra  seu  Sol,  figur&  humand  Regis  Persici,  qui  subijit  taurum 
enmque  calcat  necatque.''  This  very  common  attribute,  of  Mithra  slaying  the  bull, 
which  is  supposed  to  typify  the  power  of  the  sun  subjecting  the  earth  to  the  purposes 
of  agriculture  and  vegetation,  might  lead  to  the  conjecture  that  the  figure  on  the 
reverse  of  the  Kadphises  coin  was  also  Mithra  with  his  bull :  the  dress,  however,  is 
different ;  neither  is  there  any  appearance  of  a  sacrifice ;  the  reading  of  the  Zend 
inscription  can  alone  clear  up  this  difficulty,  and  I  will  in  a  future  plate  collate  all 
the  inscriptions  which  are  sufficiently  legible  for  the  examination  of  the  secretary  of 
the  Paris  Asiatic  Society,  whose  researches  in  this  language  point  him  out  as  the 
most  competent  scholar  to  undertake  the  solution  of  the  problem. 

In  plate  vii.  (figs.  12  to  24).     I  have  engraved  such  of  the  substitutes  for  HAIOC 


^  'Religions  de  T Antiquity,'  du  Dr.  Creuzer,  par  Guigniaut,  ii.  731. 

>  <  Historia  Religioms  veterum  Persarum,'  112. — The  expression  of  Lucian.  *in. 
deorum  consilio/  is  aJso  thus  rendered  by  Guigniaut: — *Ce  Mithras  qui,  vMuae  la 
chlamys  et  par6  de  la  tiare,  ne  sait  pas  dire  un  mot  de  Grec  an  banquet  de  I'Olympe, 
et  n'a  pas  m^mo  I'oir  dc  comprendre  que  Ton  boit  le  nectar  k  sa  saat^.' — *Rel. 
de  I'Ant.,'  738. 
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as  are  moBt  distinct  in  my  cabinet,  beginning  witb  the  wetl-dereloped  charaeten  of 
fig.  10.  It  requires  no  stretch  of  imagination  to  discoyer  in  the  first  six  of  these,  the 
word  MiePA,  written  MiePO  or  MIOPO,  according  to  the  Zend  pronunciation, 
Mihira  being  the  Sanskrit  and  Persian  name  for  '  the  sun/ 

Thus,  when  the  reformation  of  the  mint  nomenclature  was  effected,  by  the  discon- 
tinuance of  Greeh  appellations,  we  perceire  that  the  Temacnhur  words  were  simul- 
taneously introduced  on  both  sides  of  the  coin :  and  the  fortunate  disooyery  of  two 
coincident  terms  so  &miliar  as  helios  and  mihira  or  mithra^  adds  corroboration  to  the 
identity  of  the  titles  of  the  monarch  on  the  obrerse,  and  his  names,  Kanerki  and 
Eanerhon. 

The  number  of  coins  on  which  MIOPO  appears  is  yery  great :  it  always  accom- 
panies the  PAO  KA  . . . .  NHPKI  form  :  (see  Colonel  Tod's  plate  in  the  'Tnmsac- 
tions  of  the  Koyal  Asiatic  Society/  toI.  i.  plate  xii.  fig.  11,  in  the  Third  Series :  also 
fig.  12,  which  belongs  to  the  sitting-figure  type.)  It  is  frequently  fotfnd  also  on  the 
elephant  coin:  (see  fig.  12  of  Tod,  and  fig.  31  of  Wilson :  '  Asiatic  Researches,'  zTii.) 
Figure  33,  of  my  own  plate  vii.,  is  a  small  copper  coin  from  the  Manikylda  tope  in 
which  it  is  also  recognizable.  I  find  it  likewise  on  seyeral  of  the  sitting-figure  coins, 
figs.  29  and  32,  of  plate  yi. ;  but  what  is  of  more  consequence  in  our  examination  of 
the  Maniky&la  relics,  it  is  discernible  on  the  reyerse  of  the  small  gold  coin  (plate  yi. 
fig.  24),  although  I  did  not  recognise  the  individual  letters  when  I  penned  the  de- 
scription of  it  in  page  102. 

As  we  proceed  down  lower  in  the  list  in  plate  yii.,  the  purity  of  expression  is 
altogether  lost,  and  the  word  MIOPO  degenerates  into  MAO  or  HAO,  and  MA  or 
HA,  for  the  M  and  H  are  with  difficulty  dtstingniBhed.  Many  of  the  coins,  con- 
taining this  form  of  the  word,  are  complete,  and  seem  to  haye  borne  no  other 
letters.  We  might  almost  be  tempted  to  discoyer  in  this  expression  another  cog- 
nomen of  the  Sun  or  of  Bacchus,  lAO  and  lA,  about  which  so  much  discussion 
appears  in  the  works  of  the  Fathers,  on  the  ManichsBan  heresy  and  the  doctrines  of 
the  Magi  in  the  third  century.^  The  Oreek  mode  of  writing  the  word,  to  be  sure,  is 
different,  but  the  pronunciation  will  be  nearly  alike,  and  as  the  word  was  of  barbaric 
origin,  (being  taken  from  the  Hebrew  laho  or  Jehoyah,)  some  latitude  of  orthography 
might  be  expected  in  places  so  distant  This  is,  howeyer,  but  a  yague  hypothesis  to 
account  for  the  presence  of  a  name  in  connection  with  a  figure,  which  is  known,  fh>m 
its  identity  with  the  HAIOC  type  of  figure  8,  to  represent  that  deity.  A  multitude  of 
symbols  and  names,  under  which  the  sun  was  worshipped  or  typified  at  the  time  that 
the  Christian  doctrines  were  spreading,  and  the  old  religions,  as  it  were,  breaking  up 
and  amalgamating  in  new  groups,  will  be  found  enumerated  in  the  learned  work  of 
Bcausobre.  The  engrayed  stones,  amulets,  and  talismans  ascribed  to  the  Gnostics 
and  the  followers  of  Basilides,  etc.,  bear  the  names  of  lao,  Adonai,  Sabaoth,  and 
Abraxas,  all  of  which  this  author  traces  to  diyers  attributes  of  the  sun.    But  it  is 

1  "  H  taai  conyenir  ausd  qu*  lao  est  un  des  noms  que  les  Payens  donndent  au 
Solcil.  J'ai  rapport6  Vorade  d'Apollon  de  Claros,  dans  lequel  Pluton,  Jupiter,  le 
Soleil  et  lao  se  partagent  les  saisons.  Ces  quatres  divinit^s  sont  au  fond  la  meme : 
Elf  Zcvs,  «ir  AhiSf  «$  HXiof,  tts  Atowcosy  c'est  h,  dire,  *  Jupiter,  Pluton,  le  Soleil  et 
Bacchus  sont  la  m^me  chose.'  Celui  que  est  nomm6  Dionysus  dans  ce  dernier  yers 
est  le  mSme  qui  est  nomm6  lao  dans  T  oracle.  Macrobius  rapporte  un  autre  oracle 
d'Apollon,  qui  est  con^u  en  ces  termes :  fpdiu  rhy  itoanStv  vwwrov  B^hw  tfA/AtP  *ldt0 
Me  yous  declare  qu'Iao  est  le  plus  grand  dcs  dieux.'  Macrobe,  bicn  instruit  de  la 
thdologie  payenne,  assure  qu*  lao  est  le  Solcil." — JBittoire  d$  Maniche^  par  De 
Bcausobre,  torn.  ii.  p.  60. 
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impoflrible  to  punue  the  subject  into  the  endlesB  labyrinth  of  cabalistic  mythology  in 
which  it  Ib  inyolved.  That  the  image  on  our  coins  represents  the  son  or  his  priest  is 
all  I  aim  to  prove. 

There  are  two  other  forms  of  the  inscription  on  this  series  which  are  more  difficult 
to  explain;  many  of  the  coins  with  the  elephant  obyerse  have,  very  legibly,  the  whole, 
or  a  part,  of  a  word  ending  in  AePO ;  in  some  it  is  as  clearly  MAePO. 

Now,  although  both  these  words  may  be  merely  ignorant  corruptions  of  the 
original  form,  Mithra,  it  is  as  well  to  state  that  they  are  both,  independently,  pure  Zend 
words,  and  capable  of  interpretation,  albeit  more  or  less  strained  and  unnatural,  as 
epithets  or  mythological  attributes  of  the  sun,  or,  as  we  may  conjecture,  through  that 
resplendent  image,  of  Zoroaster,  the  son  and  manifest  effulgence  of  the  deity. 

Thus,  in  the  last  number  of  the  *  Journal  Asiatique,'  in  a  learned  essay  on  the 
origin  of  the  word  Africa,  the  Zend  word  athro  is  quoted  as  equiralent  to  the  Greek 
alBiipf  the  pure  subtle  spirit,  or  region  of  fire,  or  of  the  sun,  very  imperfectly  expressed 
by  our  deriyate  tether. 

Of  the  word  Jfathra^  or  MAOPO,  we  find  a  lucid  explanation  in  M.  BumouTs 
'  Commentary  on  the  Ya^na^*  a  part  of  the  Vrndidad-Mdi,  In  the  passage  where  he 
analyses  the  Zend  compound  tanumdthrahd,  'corps  de  la  parole,'  nuUhra  is  thus 
shown  to  be  the  equiyalent  of  the  Sanskrit  word  mantra  : — "  II  &ut  reconnaitre  que 
cet  adjectif  est  un  compost  possessif,  et  traduire :  <  celui  qui  a  la  parole  pour  corps, 
celui  dont  la  parole  est  le  corps ;  '  et  peut^tre  par  extension :  *  parole-faite  corps,  in- 
cani6e.'  Cette  interpretation  ne  saurait  Stre  douteuse ;  car  le  sens  de  tanu  est  bien 
fix6  en  Zend,  c'est  le  Sanscrit  tanu,  et  le  Persian  ton,  'corps;'  et  celui  de  mdihra 
n'est  pas  moins  certain,  puisque  ce  mot  Zend  ne  diff^re  de  Sanskrit  mantra  que  par 
I'adoption  de  Vk  qui  aime  i  pr6c6der  th  et  les  sifflantes,  et  par  I'aspiration  du  ty 
laquelle  r^sulte  de  la  rencontre  de  la  dentale  et  de  la  liquide  r." 

'  La  parole '  is  explained  by  M.  Bumouf  to  signify  '  la  parole  d*Onnuzd,'  '  the 
word  of  God,  or  incarnation  of  the  divinity,'  a  title  frequently  used  in  the  *  Zeud- 
ayesta,'  to  designate  Zoroaster  {ZarathruUa), 

Thus,  I  have  endeayoured  to  prove,  that  all  this  class  of  figures  refer  to  the 
sun,  under  his  various  names  and  attributes : — ^the  only  exception  I  can  adduce  is  in 
fig.  11  of  plate  vii.,  exhibiting  the  reverse  of  a  copper  Kanerki  coin  in  very  good 
preservation.  The  context  of  its  long  inscription  has  hitherto  baffled  my  attempts  at 
decyphering ;  but  I  am  inclined  to  class  it  along  with  the  NANAIA  reverses. 

[  The  reverse  of  this  coin  has  since  been  held  to  present  us 
with  the  figure  of  S&kya  Muni,  as  he  is  conventionally  repre- 
sented in  Buddhist  sculptures.  Professor  Wilson  has  con- 
tributed three  coins  of  a  similar  character  in  Nos.  1,  2,  3, 
plate  xiii.  'Ariana  Antiqua/  p.  370.  The  incomplete  state 
of  the  reverse  legends  did  not  enable  him,  however,  to  suggest 
any  interpretation  of  their  meaning.  In  1845,  Major  Cunning- 
ham published  several  coins  of  a  cognate  class :  on  one  piece 
he  detects  the  letters  o  boaa  cam  which  he  suggests  may  be 
intended    for   om   boaa  canana^   or  Auni  Buddha  Sramaua, 
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Another  coin  supplies  the  characters  o  aao  boa  cama  .  .  A^ 
■while  the  legend  on  our  specimen.  No.  11,  is  transcribed  by 
him  as  oato  bot  cakana.  Major  Cunningham  concludes,  "  By 
a  comparison  of  the  two  legends,  I  am  inclined  to  read  them 
/hither  as  Aum  Adi  Buddha  Sramana,  or  simply  as  Adi 
Btiddha  Sramana*^ — ^  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Ben- 
gal,' 1845,  p.  439.] 

Under  the  risk  of  being  tedious,  I  hare  now  gone  through  the  whole  series  of 
corrupted  Greek  coins  connected  with  the  Mamky&la  tope,  and  I  trust  that  the  result 
of  my  inyestigation  will  serve  to  throw  some  new  light  on  the  subject.  I  haye  yen- 
tured  to  gire  the  appellation  of  *  Mithraic '  to  the  rery  numerous  coins  which  have 
been  proved  to  bear  the  effigy  of  the  sun,  for  they  afford  the  strongest  evidence  of  the 
extension  of  the  religion  of  Zoroaster  in  some  parts  of  Bactria  and  the  Panj&b  at  the 
time  of  its  reassumption  of  consequence  in  Persia ;  while  the  appearance  of  Krishna 
on  the  field  at  the  same  time  proves  the  effort  that  was  then  afloat,  as  testified  by  the 
works  of  the  Christians,  to  blend  the  mysteries  of  Magiism  with  the  current  religions 
of  the  day.  I  cannot  conclude  this  branch  of  the  Maniky&la  investigation  better 
than  in  the  following  extract  from  Moor's  'HindA  Pantheon:' — "So  grand  a 
fymbol  of  the  deity  as  the  sun  '  looking  from  Ids  sole  dominion  like  the  God  of  this 
world/  which  to  ignorant  people  most  be  his  most  glorious  and  natural  type,  will  of 
course  have  attracted  the  earliest  adoration,  and  where  revelation  was  withheld, 
will  almost  necessarily  have  been  the  primary  fount  of  idolatry  and  superstition. 
The  investigators  of  ancient  mythology  accordingly  trace  to  its  prolific  source, 
wherein  they  are  melted  and  lost,  almost  every  other  mythological  personage,  who 
like  his  own  light,  diverge  and  radiate  from  his  most  glorious  centre.*' 


POSTSCRIPT  ON  THE  IMAGE  OF  BUDDHA  FROM  KXbUL. 

The  Buddha  image  represented  in  figure  1  of  plate  viii.  is  described  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  the  dth  of  August,  1884,  vol.  iii.,  page  863. 

It  was  discovered  by  Dr.  Gerard  in  the  course  of  some  excavations  made  by 
him  in  the  ruins  of  an  ancient  town  about  two  miles  south-east  of  Kfibul,  and  near 
a  modem  village  called  Bini-hitadr, 

According  to  the  description  g^ven  by  Mohan  L&l,  the  image  was  not  found  in  an 
insulated  tope,  but  in  a  mass  of  bricks  and  rubbish,  which  more  resembled  the  ordi- 
nary ruins  of  a  desolated  town.  After  penetrating  through  a  mound  of  such  d6bris, 
a  ciiamber  of  masonry  was  by  accident  found  in  entire  preservation,  the  walls  of 
which  were  ornamented  with  coloured  stones  and  gilding;  and  here  the  statue  w6s 
discovered.  It  was  evidently  the  ruin  of  some  Buddha  temple,  or  oratory  in  a  private 
dwelling,  that  had  been  deserted  on  the  demolition  of  the  town.  The  sculpture  itself 
has  been  partially  mutilated,  as  if  in  a  hurried  manner,  by  striking  off  the  heads  of 
the  figures  with  a  hammer ;  one  only  has  escaped :  the  principal  figure  has  loat  the 
upper  part  of  the  head.  This  mode  of  desecration  points  to  an  irruption  of  Muham- 
madans  in  their  first  zeal  for  the  destruction  of  graven  idols.    The  faces  at  Bamiftn 
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are  described  by  Lieut.  Burnes  to  haye  been  mutilated  in  a  similar  way,  while  the 
rest  of  the  figures  remain  tolerably  perfect.  The  town  was  probably  plundered  and 
destroyed,  such  of  the  Buddhist  inhabitants  as  escaped  taking  refuge  in  the  neigh- 
bouring hills,  or  in  Tibet,  where  the  religion  of  Buddha  continued  to  flourish.  The 
age  of  the  image,  if  this  conjecture  be  well  founded,  will  be  about  ten  centuries, 
ftdling  far  short  of  the  antiquity  of  the  topes  themseWes,  and  baring  no  immediate 
connection  with  them,  unless  as  proving  the  continued  prevalence  of  the  Buddha 
doctrines  in  K&bul  to  the  latter  period,  a  fact  well  known  irom  other  sources. 

The  lambent  flame  on  the  shoulders  is  a  peculiarity  not  obserred  in  any  image  or 
drawing  of  Buddha  that  I  haye  seen.  It  seems  to  denote  a  Mithraic  tinge  in  the 
local  faith.  The  solar  disc  or  *  glory'  behind  the  figure  is  a  common  appendage  to 
sacred  persons  in  eyery  creed ;  and  the  angels  above,  as  well  as  the  groups  on  either 
side,  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 
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VIII.— FURTHER  INFORMATION  ON  THE 
TOPES  OF  MANIETALA. 

Bj*  Gen.  Court. 

We  have  to  thank  Captain  Wade  for  procuring  us  the 
favour  of  the  following  extract  for  insertion  in  the 
*  Journal.'  It  continues  our  history  of  the  opening  of 
these  monuments  from  the  period  to  which  it  was  brought 
up  by  Dr.  Gerard's  notice  of  Dr.  Martin  Honigberger's 
operations.  We  regret  that  M.  Court  had  not  seen  what 
had  already  appeared  on  the  subject,  as  it  would  neces- 
sarily have  altered  his  views  of  the  antiquity  of  the 
monument,  if  not  of  its  origin.  We  hope  to  obtain  a 
copy  of  the  inscriptions,  which  will  probably  be  in  the 
same  dialect  of  the  Pchlvi  as  occurs  on  the  cylinders. 

'*  Maniky&la  is  the  name  of  a  small  village  situated  on  the  route  leading  firom 
Attok  to  L4hor.  It  is  hoilt  on  the  ruins  of  a  yery  ancient  town  of  unknown  origin. 
The  geographical  position  of  these  ruins,  and  particularly  the  abundance  of  coins 
found  among  them,  afford  the  presumption  that  this  city  must  have  been  the  capital 
of  all  the  country  between  the  Indus  and  the  Hydaspea,  a  country  which  the  ancients 
knew  by  the  name  of  Taxila,  and  of  which  frequent  mention  is  made  in  the  history  of 
Alexander. 

^*  There  is  at  Maniky&la  a  vast  and  massive  cupola  of  great  antiquity.  It  is 
visible  at  a  considerable  distance,  having  a  height  of  eighty  feet,  with  three  hundred 
and  ten  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  of  circumference.  It  is  solidly  built  of  quarried 
stones,  with  lime  cement.  The  outer  layer  is  of  sandstone.  In  the  interior,  the 
masonry  is  of  freestone  (pierre  de  taille),  mixed  with  sandstone  (grhs)  and  gnmie ; 
but  principally,  with  a  shelly  limestone  (pierre  de  concretions),  which  by  its  porosity 
resembles  stalactite.  Age  and  exposure  have  so  worn  away  the  northern  face  of  the 
edifice,  that  it  is  now  easy  to  ascend  to  the  summit,  which  could  not  have  been  done 
formerly,  because  there  were  no  regular  steps  constructed  on  the  exterior.  Its 
architecture  is  simple,  and  offers  nothing  worthy  of  much  remark.    Round  the  cir- 
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cnmferenoe,  near  the  base,  is  seen,  in  bas-relief,  a  range  of  small  columns,  the  capitals 
of  which  appear  to  have  been  ornamented  with  ram's  heads  (tStes  de  b^liers).  These 
ornaments  are  now  scarcely  perceptible  on  account  of  the  wearing  away  of  the  sand- 
stone by  time.  I  have  remarked  similar  ornaments  at  a  tank  situated  between 
Bimber  and  Sar6i-said&b6d,  on  the  road  to  Kashmir,  and  I  remember  observing  the 
same  kind  of  thing  on  the  columns  of  the  towns  at  PersepoUs. 

**  This  monoment  is  in  my  opinion  nothing  more  than  a  tomb  of  some  ancient  king 
of  the  country,  or  it  may  be  the  work  of  some  conqueror  from  Persia  or  Bactria,  who 
may  haye  raised  it  in  memory  of  some  battle  fought  on  the  spot,  intended  to  corer 
the  remains  of  the  warriors  who  fell  in  the  combat.  This  last  conjecture  appears  the 
more  probable,  seeing  that  similar  cupolas  are  equally  remarked  in  the  Strict  of 
R&wal  Pindi,  in  the  country  of  the  Haz&ris,  which  joins  the  former,  at  Pesh&war, 
in  the  Khaibar  hill,  at  Jal&l&b&d,  at  Lagm&n,  at  K&bul,  and  eren,  they  say,  at 
B&mi&n : — all  of  these  places  situated  on  the  road  leading  from  Persia,  or  Bactriana, 
into  Hind(ist6n.  I  hare  moreoTer  remarked,  that  the  greater  part  of  these  cupolas 
are  situated  in  passes  difficult  to  get  through,  or  at  least  in  places  well  adapted  for  a 
hostile  encounter.  One  thing  is  certain,  at  any  rate,  namely,  that  they  are  all 
sepulchral  tumuli ;  for  having  myself  opened  several  of  these  cupolas,  I  havis  found  in 
most  of  them,  little  urns  of  bronze,  or  other  metal,  or  of  baked  clay,  containing 
funeral  ashes,  or  the  debris  of  human  bones ;  also  jewels,  and  coins  for  the  most  part 
of  Grseco-Scythic,  or  Grteco-Indian  types 

"  Scattered  over  the  site  of  the  ruins  of  Maniky&la  are  seen  the  remains  of  fifteen 
other  cupolas,  smaller  than  the  principal  one  just  described.  These  I  have  lately 
been  engaged  in  digging  up,  and  they  have  furnished  some  very  interesting  discoveries. 
The  excavation  of  a  tope  situated  about  a  cannon-shot  distant  from  the  present  village 
of  Manik&yla  to  the  N.N.E.  is  particularly  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  these 
curious  monuments  of  antiquity,  since  a  part  of  the  medals  extracted  from  it  bear 
genuine  Latin  characters,  while  others  are  of  the  Grseco-Scythio  or  GrsBCo-Indian 
type.  Moreover,  the  stone  which  served  as  a  covering  to  the  niche  which  contained 
them,  is  sculptured  all  over  with  inscriptions  in  an  unknown  character,  and  altogether 
different  from  that  of  the  coins  ? 

«  This  monument  was  in  a  thorough  state  of  dilapidation,  so  much  so  as  hardly  to 
be  distinguished  from  a  natural  mound;  and  it  was  only  after  having  carefully 
examined  the  contour  of  the  foundation  that  I  decided  upon  penetratii^  it.  Its 
height  might  be  sixty  or  seventy  feet.  I  began  by  piercing  it  from  above  in  the 
centre  with  a  hole  of  twenty  feet  diameter.  The  materials  extracted  were  chiefly 
a  coarse  concrete,  extremely  porous.  The  nature  of  the  stone  reminded  me  forcibly 
of  the  pyramids  of  Egypt,  which  are  constructed  of  a  lime-stone  full  of  shell  impres- 
sions (nummulitic  limestone.) 

"  In  my  first  operations,  I  found,  at  the  depth  of  three  feet,  a  squared  stone,  on 
which  were  deposited  four  copper  coins.  Below  this  point,  the  work  became 
extremely  difficult,  from  the  enormous  size  of  the  blocks  of  stone,  which  could  hardly 
be  removed  through  the  upper  opening.  At  ten  feet  lower  down,  or  at  ten  from  the 
level  of  the  ground,  we  met  with  a  cell  in  the  form  of  a  rectangular  parallelogram, 
built  in  a  solid  manner,  with  well  dressed  stones,  firmly  united  with  mortar.  The 
four  sides  of  the  cell  corresponded  with  the  four  cardinid  points,  and  it  was  covered 
with  a  single  massive  stone.  Having  turned  tlus  over,  I  perceived  that  it  was  covered 
with  inscriptions.     [PL  ix.] 

"  In  the  centre  of  the  hollow  cell  stood  a  copper  urn,  encircling  which  were  placed 
symmetrically  eight  medals  of  the  same  metal,  which  were  completely  corroded  with 
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verdigris.  The  urn  itself  was  carefully  enveloped  in  a  wrapper  of  white  linen, 
tightly  adhering  to  its  surface,  and  which  fell  into  shreds  when  I  opened  the  um.^ 
The  copper  urn  enclosed  a  smaller  one  of  silver :  the  space  between  them  being  filled 
with  a  paste  of  the  colour  of  raw  umber  (terre  d*ombre),  in  which  the  verdigris  had 
begun  to  form.  This  pasty  matter  was  light,  without  smell,  and  still  wet.  On 
breaking  it,  I  discovered  a  thread  of  cotton  gathered  up  into  a  knot  (ramass6  en  nn 
senl  point),  and  which  was  reduced  to  dust  on  handling  it.  When  I  attempted  to 
remove  the  silver  urn  from  within  the  outer  cylinder,  its  bottom  remained  attached 
to  the  brown  sediment,  and  I  remarked  that  the  silver  was  become  quite  brittle  from 
a^,  crumbling  into  bits  between  the  fingers.  Within  the  silver  urn  was  found  one 
much  smaller  of  gold,  immersed  in  the  same  brown  paste,  in  which  were  ahio  con- 
tained seven  silver  medals,  with  Latin  characters.  The  gold  vessel  enclosed  four 
small  coins  of  gold  of  the  Gneco-Scythic  or  Gneco-Indian  type ; — also  two  precious 
stones  and  four  pearls  in  a  decayed  state ;  the  holes  perforated  in  them  prove  them 
to  have  been  the  pendants  of  earrings. 

"From  the  position  in  which  these  several  urns  were  found,  an  allusion  was 
possibly  intended  to  the  ages  of  the  world.  The  four  gold  coins  were  of  far  inferior 
fabrication  to  those  of  silver.  The  latter  are  worn  as  if  they  had  been  a  long  time 
in  circulati<m.  Whether  they  are  Greek  or  Roman,  I  cannot  venture  to  affirm.  I 
would  only  remark,  that  if  the  Greeks  before  the  reign  of  Philip  used  the  Latin 
alphabet,  it  might  be  probable  that  they  were  Greek  coins,  and  that  they  were 
brought  into  the  country  by  the  army  of  Alexander.  If,  on  the  contrary,  they  are 
Roman,  they  may  be  of  the  epochs  when  the  kings  of  India  sent  embassies  to  the 
Roman  emperors  Augustus  or  Justinian.  Or,  it  is  possible  that  they  were  brought  into 
the  country  through  the  ordinary  channel  of  commerce  by  the  Red  Sea.*    .... 

"  I  am  surprised  that  my  friend  General  Ventura  did  not  find  an  inscription  on 
the  stone  in  the  principal  deposit  of  the  large  tope.  On  my  way  to  Pesh&war,  I 
lately  visited  the  scene  of  his  operations,  and  searched  carefully  among  the  ruins  for 
any  such,  but  without  success.  This  cupola  was  penetrated  by  him  from  above. 
When  the  cap  was  removed,  a  square  shaft  was  found  of  twenty-one  feet  deep  and 
twelve  feet  wide,  well  constructed  of  squared  stones.  On  the  floor  of  this  chamber 
there  were  two  massive  stones,  between  which  was  deposited  a  square  box  (see  page 
93).  The  floor  itself  was  formed  of  two  enormous  stones,  which  were  broken  to 
pieces  with  some  trouble  before  the  digging  could  be  continued  below.  The  diffi- 
culties were  much  increased  from  this  point  by  the  frequent  occurrence  of  large 
blocks  of  stone  locked  into  the  body  of  the  masonry  without  mortar,  which  it  was 
necessary  to  extract  by  the  upper  vent.  At  twenty-seven  feet  below  the  first  stage,  a 
second  was  met  with,  of  a  less  perfect  nature,  wherein  a  second  discovery  was  made  : 
below  this,  again,  before  reaching  the  ground,  the  most  interesting  discovery 
occurred.  Hence  the  miners  worked  a  conduit  underground,  on  the  side  towards 
the  village  of  Maniky&la,  which  &cilitated  greatly  the  extraction  of  materials.  This 
adit  is  now  nearly  dosed  up  with  rubbish,  and  can  only  be  entered  on  all  fours. 

"As  the  relics  found  in  this  cupola  have  been  sent  by  my  friend  to  the 
Asiatic  Society  of  Calcutta,  I  refrain  from  any  observations  on  them.  I  will  only 
remark,  that  the  emblem  on  the  gold  medals  of  Maniky&la,  as  well  as  on  those  of  my 

1  The  exterior  of  the  copper  cylinder  of  M,  Ventura's  tope  has  the  marks  of  a 
cloth  wrapper  well  defined  on  the  corroded  surfiuse. — J.  P. 

*  While  correcting  the  press  of  this  passage  we  are  put  in  possession  of  M. 
Courtis  drawings  of  the  coins,  which  we  will  make  the  subject  of  a  postscript.— J.  P. 
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topes,  may  be  obMTTed  in  Persia  with  some  slight  difference,  on  the  sculptores  at 
BisitCin,  near  Kermansh&h ;  I  think  also,  the  same  symbol  exists  at  Persepolis.  I 
can  with  confidence  assert  that  the  monogram  exists  on  the  bas-relief  of  the 

gate  of  the  ancient  castle  of  Shastar  in  Susiana. 

*'  I  have  obserred  that  most  of  the  cupolas  of  Maniky&la  are  situated  on  the 
ridges  of  sandstone  rock  which  cross  ap  from  the  surface  of  the  country. 

**  The  neighbourhood  is  generally  strewed  with  ruins,  and  traces  of  a  square 
building  can  generally  be  perceiyed,  in  the  immediate  yicinity,  of  similar  construc- 
tion to  that  of  a  Persian  caraTanserai.  If  these  monuments  are  the  remains  of 
temples,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  Maniky&la  must  haye  been  the  principul  seat  of 
the  religion  of  the  country.  The  ruins  of  the  town  itself  are  of  ycry  considerable 
extent:— eyerywhere,  on  cUgging,  massiye  walls  of  solid  stone  and  lime  are  met 
with." 


NOTE  ON  THE  COINS  DISCOVERED  BY  M.  COURT. 

[The  illustrative  plates  of  this  article  (xxiii.  and  xxiv., 
'Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,*  iii.),  comprising  badly- 
executed  Calcutta  lithographs  of  M.  Court's  drawings,  have 
been  replaced  in  the  present  reprint  by  a  new  fac-simile  of 
the  Maniky&la  stone,  taken  from  the  original,  and  reduced 
copies  of  other  interesting  Arian  inscriptions.  The  Indo- 
Scythian  coins  figured  in  the  old  plates  have  now  become 
so  common  that  it  would  be  a  waste  of  time  to  reproduce 
them,  and  in  regard  to  the  money  of  the  *  Roman  families,' 
their  date  is  all  that  Indian  numismatists  need  concern  them- 
selves about.] 

Since  the  above  paper  went  to  press,  I  have  received, 
through  M.  Meifredy,  the  drawings  made  by  M.  Court, 
of  the  several  coins,  and  of  the  inscription  alluded  to 
in  his  remarks.  The  original  drawings  being  destined 
for  Paris,  I  have,  with  permission,  had  fac-similes 
lithographed  of  the  whole,  as  they  are  of  the  highest 
importance  towards  the  elucidation  of  the  history  of  the 
ancient  monuments  at  Manikydla. 

Plate  xxxiv.,  *  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Ben- 
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gal/  iii.^  figs.  1)  2,  3,  and  4^  arc  the  four  coins  found  ou 
the  top  of  the  largo  stone  which  served  as  a  cover  to  the 
nicho  containing  the  principal  de|K)sit.  These  coins 
are  already  well  known  to  us,  the  first  being  the  com- 
mon copper  coin  of  Kadphisos  (in  this  instance  written 
KAA«icTt') :  the  other  three  being  of  kanmpki.  The  reverses 
on  the  latter  coins  are,  however,  different  from  those 
described  in  my  paper  on  the  subject  (l)age  131:  the 
running  or  dancing  figure  of  fig.  2,  has  occurred  but 
rarely,  among  the  coins  heretofore  collected,  in  com- 
parison with  the  more  common  device  of  Mitlira  or 
Nanaia;  and  where  it  does,  the  name  is  less  distinct 
The  reverse  of  figs.  3  and  4,  is  evidently  the  same  per- 
sonage as  is  represented  on  Gen.  Ventura's  gold  coin, 
standing  in  lieu  of  being  seated;  and  my  conjecture, 
that  this  figure  had  four  arms,  is  now  substantially 
confirmed. 

The  name  is  distinctly  composed  of  the  four  letters 
oKPo,  which  I  imagine  may  be  the  corresponding  word  in 
Zend  for  the  Sanskrit  ^  arka^  a  common  appellation  of 
Surya,  or  the  Sun.  The  Hindu  image  of  this  deity  is  in 
fact  represented  with  four  arms,  and  is  often  accompanied 
with  a  moon  rising  behind  the  shoulders,  just  as  was 
depicted  on  the  Ventura  gold  coin.'  We  can  have  little 
doubt,  therefore,  that  in  this  device  we  behold  the  sub- 
stitution of  the  Hindu  form  of  the  solar  divinity  for  the 
Persian  effigy  of  Mithra. 

Plate  xxxiii.,  ^  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Ben- 
gal,' iii.,  fig.  6,  is  stated  by  M.  Court  to  be  a  precise 

^  Sec  pUtr  Uxiix.  of  Moor's  *  Pantheon.* 
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oopy  of  the  inscription  fonnd  on  the  lower  sm&oe  of  the 
large  slab  of  stone.  This  is  doubtless  the  most  valuable 
and  important  of  his  discoTeries ;  for  it  will  inform  ns 
of  the  precise  nature  and  object  of  the  monument  in 
question.  Although  my  piogiess  in  decyphering  the 
character  in  which  it  is  written,  of  which  I  hope  shortly 
to  render  an  account,  does  not  yet  enable  me  to  transcribe 
the  whole,  still  I  see  very  distinctly  in  the  second  line 
the  word  mdlikao^  'long/  in  the  very  same  characters  that 
occur  on  the  reverse  of  so  many  of  the  Bactrian  coins. 
This  so  &r  throw?  lig^t  upon  the  subject  that  it  connects 
the  monument  with  royalty,  and  prepares  us  to  lean  more 
&vourably  to  the  hypothesis  advanced  by  all  those  who 
have  been  engaged  in  opening  the  topes,  and  supported 
by  all  the  traditions  of  the  country,  that  they  are  the 
fl^ulchral  monuments  of  kings.  I  shall  have  to  recur  to 
this  question  presently  in  speaking  of  the  liquid  contents 
of  the  metal  cylinders. 

[James  Frinsep  subseqoeatly  secured  a  very  perfect  im- 
pression of  this  inscription,  which  he  seems  to  hare  been 
occupied  upon  shortly  prerious  to  his  final  departure  from 
India.  The  study  thus  left  incomplete  has  been  published  by 
his  brother,  Mr.  £L  T.  Frinsep,  in  his  '  Note  on  the  Historical 
Results  dedudble  from  Becent  DiscoTcries  in  Afghanistan/' 
together  with  a  greatly  improved  copy  of  the  inscription  itself. 
James  Frinsep  had  so  far  advanced  upon  his  prerious  reading, 
as  to  define  correctly  the  greater  part  of  the  name  of  the 
monarch,  Tiz.^  'Kaneshsm,'  and  to  ofkr  a  conjectural  inter- 
pretation of  the  date  as  cxx.  =  120  ? 

Major  Cunningham  J  in  his  book  on  the  BhUsa  Topes, 

*  [PdUuhcd  br  W.  n.  AOeii  ad  Co^  LmmIoh,  1S#4.] 
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afErmSy  that  he  has  'been  able  to  read  with  certainty  the 
name  of  Maharaja  Kanishka,  of  the  Gushang  tribe  ;'^  and^ 
in  a  subsequent  paper/  he  develops  his  proposed  translation 
still  more  distinctly  to  the  following  effect.  '  In  the  year 
446y  in  the  reign  of  Kanishka^  Maharaja  of  the  Gushang 
(tribe),  the  Satrap  Gandaphuka  erected  a  tope  (for  what 
purpose  I  have  not  been  able  to  decipher).'  I  cannot 
altogether  concur  in  Major  Cunningham's  readings,  though 
many  of  them  seem  good  and  valid ;  the  titles  of  both  Maha- 
raja and  Satrap  are  clear ;  the  king*s  name  I  render  l|i)U||| 
Kaneshshasa,  I  can  discover  no  trace  of  a  second  W  k.  The 
duplication  of  the  ^  sh  is  doubtful,  but  it  offers  beyond  all 
question  the  preferable  reading.  The  outline  of  the  final  IT 
is  also  imperfect,  and  the  letter  might  with  equal  propriety 
be  restored  as  ^  r  or  li  t.  However,  there  is  nothing  in  these 
modifications  in  the  Ai'ian  orthography  of  the  name  that  need 
prevent  our  recognising  its  identity  with  the  Greek  kanhpki, 
the  Kashmiri  ••PiHk  Kanishkaf  the  Chinese  Kia-ni-ase-kta,^ 
or  the  Arabic  vlXv^.'  The  Satrap's  name  is  clearly  different 
from  that  on  the  brass  casket  from  the  larger  tope.  The 
similarity  of  the  designation  ^HIT  to  the  (llT'W)  ^^'TO 
of  the  Ydsufzai  inscription  •  (pi.  x.  ii.)  is  interesting. 

The  ascertainment  of  the  date  would  indeed  be  a  gain  for 
history,  but,  for  the  present,  I  must  take  leave  to  doubt  Major 
Cunningham's  power  of  interpretation,  as  well  as  to  distrust 
his  method  of  applying  the  figures,  even  admitting  them  to  be 
correctly  defined.' 

Plate  ix.  will,  I  think,  be  found  to  exhibit  a  fair  copy  of 


«BhilfiaTope8,'p.  129] 

*  Journal  oi  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  1854,  p.  702.] 
Rkjfc-Taranginl.l 
'Hiouen-Thsang  (Julien).] 
'Albirfini  (Reinaud).] 

See  abo  *  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  yii.  of  1854,  p.  705.] 
' "  The  date  of  the  former  inscription  I  have  read  as  446,  on  the  authority  of  a 
stone  slab  in  my  own  possession^  which  gives  in  resular  order  the  nine  numerals  of 
as  early  a  period  as  the  S&h  coins  of  the  Satraps  of  Saur&shtra.    The  date  I  would 
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the  writing  on  the  slab  discovered  in  the  lesser  Maniky£ia 
tope  by  M.  Court.  The  state  of  the  stone  itself  is  not  very 
favourable  for  the  obtainment  of  an  exact  fac-simile,  as  it 
would  seem  that  the  inscription  must  have  been  originally 
engraved  on  a  badly-prepared  and  uneven  surface;  and  time 
and  circumstances  have  necessarily  still  further  damaged  its 
legibility.  I  must  frankly  add,  that  my  transcript  (for  it 
pretends  to  be  nothing  else)  has  been  made  under  other  dis- 
advantages ;  first,  of  a  limited  time  for  the  verification  of  the 
minor  details,  and  secondly,  of  the  unfavourable  position  in 
which  the  stone  is  fixed.  As  respects  the  transliteration  into 
modern  Devanllgari,  seeing  the  scanty  aid  it  affords  towards 
any  linguistic  explanation,  I  almost  hesitate  to  make  it  public  ; 
but  as  it  claims  to  do  no  more  than  give  conjectural  render- 
ings of  each  letter,  it  may  perchance  serve  as  a  basis  for 
future  and  more  successful  tentative  readings. 

TBANSCRIPT  OF  THE  MANIKYALA  INSCEIPTION. 
(Plate  ix.) 

LiNBi.  ^^dni  ^rvrar  ^iRnr^  inn? 

Possible  variants.     ^IT^  ^ 

refer  to  the  Buddhist  era  of  the  Ninr&na  of  S&kya  Sinha,  not  as  now  established,  in 
543  B.C.,  but  as  generally  believed  in  by  the  early  Buddhists  for  a  period  of  seycral 
centuries,"  [i.tf.j  477  b.cI  p.  704. 

Major  Cunningham  adds,  in  a  note : 

<'  In  1852, 1  aiscoTered  that  these  numeral  figures,  from  5  to  9,  were  the  initial 
letters  of  their  Fashtu  names  icritien  in  Ariano-PdlL  Thus  5  is  represented  by  p  for 
pifiz;  6  by  <p  for  tpag  ;  7  by  a  for  avo;  8  b^  th  for  atha^  the  a  haying  been  already 
used  for  7 ;  and  9  by  n  for  nah.  Even  the  4  is  a  eh,  but  as  the  Fashtu  word  is  SaloTf 
this  form  must  have  been  derived  from  India.  The  first  four  figures  are  given  in  two 
distinct  forms,  the  second  set  being  the  older,"  etc. 

I  have  already  stated  some  of  my  reasons  for  objecting  to  this  theory  ('Journal  of 
the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  vii.,'  of  1855,  p.  556^.  I  now  await  the  publication  of 
further  details  concerning  this  singular  stone,  which  has  guided  the  author  to  the 
discovery  of  the  enigma  of  the  Bactrian  system  of  numeration.  I  must  add,  however, 
that  if  the  language  of  these  inscriptions  proves  to  be  Pashtd— which  is  more 
than  donbtM^the  difficulty  of  admitting  the  figures  to  have  a  like  derivation  is,  so 
iar,  removed!]  . 

10 
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it  1 

W        It 
Top.  4i^HH«Wq 

2.  mf^M4m  V^^H 

The  same  plate  (zxxiii.,  'Journal  of  the  Asiatic 
Society  of  Bengal/  vol.  iii.)  represents  (reduced  one- 
third)  the  position  of  the  three  cylinders,  or  urns,  of 
gold,  silver,  and  copper,  as  they  stood  in  the  niche  of 
the  under  stone,  surrounded  by  eight  coins  of  copper, 
arranged  in  the  direction  of  the  cardinal  points.  The 
coins  are  mostly  corroded,  but  they  can  all  be  recognised 
as  belonging  to  Eadphises  and  Eanerkos.    Fig.  12,  the 


BlQHX  SiDK. 
1. 
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one  differing  from  the  ordinary  coins  of  this  group, — 
bearing  on  the  obverse  the  head  of  a  king,  with  Greek 
legend,  and  on  the  reverse  a  standing  figure  of  Hercules 
with  his  club,  surrounded  by  a  Pehlvi  inscription, — I 
know  from,  other  samples  in  my  possession  to  belong  to  a 
monarch  sometimes  designated  eos,  while  on  others  of 
his  coins  he  is  distinctly  entitled  kaa«ic.  . .  I  have  no 
hesitation  therefore  in  ascribing  this  variety  also  to  a 
monarch  of  the  same  family.  [Kadaphes,  pi.  xviii.,  tn/raJ] 
The  contents  of  the  several  cylinders  of  M.  Court's 
tope  were,  beyond  all  comparison,  the  richest  and  most 
curious  hitherto  met  with.  The  large  tope  gave  M. 
Ventura  only  two  gold  coins ;  that  opened  by  M.  Honig- 
berger,  presented  only  one  gold  medal  of  Eadphises. 
Here,  on  the  contrary,  we  have  no  less  than  four  native 
gold  coins,  (see  pi.  xxxiv.,  ^  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  So- 
ciety of  Bengal,'  iii.,)  in  excellent  preservation,  in  the 
gold  urn ;  and  seven  silver  coins  in  the  silver  envelope : 
with  this  further  peculiarity  in  the  latter,  that  they  are 
all  of  foreign  origin. 

The  four  gold  coins  are  of  a  device  £eimiliar  to  us : 
they  bear  the  legible  inscription,  in  corrupt  Greek, 
PAo  NANo  PAo  KANHPKi  KoPANo,  which  I  havo  dcscribed  in  my 
former  notice.  The  figures  on  the  reverse  of  the  three 
first  are  of  the  Hindu  cast,  having  four  arms,  with  the 
epigraphe  okpo  (the  Sun) ;  they  agree  with  that  of  the 
copper  coins  described  in  the  preceding  page.  The  last, 
figure  18,  bears  the  title  Aepo,  a  supposed  epithet  of  the 
Sun ;  for  an  explanation  of  which  see  p.  135.^ 

^  In  a  pampblet  just  received  fi-om  Paris,  entitled  **  ObseirationB  sor  la  partie  de 
la  Grammaire  GomparatiTe  de  M.  F.  Bopp,  qai  se  rapporte  h  la  Uagae  Zende^"  par 
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The  silver  ooins  are  entitled  to  a  mintite  and  indi- 
vidual examination;  for,  from  the  first  glance,  they  are 
seen  to  belong  to  the  medaUic  history  of  Borne,  of  which 
the  most  ample  and  elaborate  catalogues  and  designs  are 
at  hand  to  fitcilitate  their  exact  determination. 

Fio.  19  is  a  silrer  denarius  of  Mark  Antony^  stnick  while  he  was 
a  member  of  the  celebrated  trimiiTirate,  chai^ged  with  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  the  empire.  It  agxees  with  the  description  of  a  coin  in  Yaillanti 
ii.,  p.  9. 

Obvxese.— If.  ANTONIVS,  m.  VIE.  R.  P.  C.  {7y%tmffir  Seipub- 
lica  coHititumda).  Devioe,  a  radiated  head  of  the  son,  supposed  to  be 
the  same  as  the  Egyptian  Osiris. 

Rkysbss. — ^The  head  of  Antony,  behind  which  the  UUiut,  or  crook, 
denoting  him  to  hold  the  priestly  office  of  aogor. 

[Antonia  family,  see  Ricdo,  tab.  ir.,  fig.  S5.  Baonl-Ro- 
chette, '  A.R.  (A.U.C.)  711/  Journal  des  Savants,  18S6,  p,  74.] 

Fio.  20. — ^A  silver  denarins,  reoognised  to  belong  to  Julias  GflDsar, 
ftom  the  featoreSy  the  inscription,  and  the  peculiar  deyioe  on  the 
reverse.    It  corresponds  with  one  described  by  Yaillant,  ii.,  1. 

'  Obtebsb. — ^The  head  of  Gsesar,  behind  which  a  star.  Medals  of  this 
kind  were  struck  by  Agrippa,  Antony,  and  others,  in  honour  of  CsBsar, 
after  his  death ;  the  star  alludes  to  his  divine  apotheosis :  the  letters 
CAESAR.. .  remain  distinct. 

Eevebse. — ^The  group  (of  the  axe,  fasoes,  etc.)  entitled  in  Latin, 
'  Orbis,  Bocurifi,  manus  junctsB,  oadnoeus,  et  flasoes,'  and  supposed  to 
designate  the  extended  empire,  the  religion,  concord,  peace,  and  justice 
of  the  emperor. 

[Julia  family,  Biccio,  xxiii.>  81.  Raoul-Bochette, ' between 
A.R.  694and704.'] 

Pio.  21. — ^This  I  imagine  to  be  a  coin  of  Augustus  Caesar,  although 
it  does  not  precisely  agree  with  any  published  medal  of  that  emperor. 


M.  Eugene  Bnmoaf,  p.  7,  I  find  the  very  two  words  alladed  to  in  p.  135,  fortoi- 
tooBly  occurring  to  rectify  my  oonjecturee  as  to  their  import — dthre  u  truialated 
*  auhu*  and  is  eyidently  an  inflected  oeae  of  our  word  Aikro^  which  is  thus  proved  to 
signify  simpl^jT  fm,  *  fire/  {dUtrt^  *  le  feu,'  p.  dttuKs : — ^while  a  little  ftirther,  we  find 
the  words  "  si  Ton  troure  une  fois  dans  le  Yendidad-Sade,  maithra  pour  nUthra^  c'est 
une  faute  du  manuscript,  que  I'accord  des  autres  copies  suffit  pour  fiure  aper^ eroir." — 
May  not  the  same  rcmanL  apply  to  the  ignorance  of  the  die-engrayers  m  writing 
MAePO  for  MiePO  ? 
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Obvjeesb.— .  .VFVS.  IIIVIR.  Two  juTcnile  heads,  probably  of 
Cains  and  Lucius.  The  circumscribing  legend  may  be  either  of 
Mescinius  Bnfus,  a  magistrate,  (Yaill.  ii.,  p.  23,)  or  of  Plotius  Enfds, 
mint  master,  (YaiU.  ii.  4,)  the  only  two  persons  (being  at  the  same 
time  triumvirs)  recorded  whose  names  terminate  in  .  •  YTYS. 

Eetebse. — ^A  female  figure  holding  probably  a  spear  in  the  left 
hand.  The  few  letters  legible  seem  to  form  part  of  the  usual  inscrip- 
tion on  the  coins  of  Augustus.  GAESAB  DIYI  P.  {Augusts  Coior 
divi  Julii  filitui), 

[Cordia  family,  Riccio,  xiv.,  1,  Baoul-Rochette,  *[A.R.  706.'] 

Fie.  22. — ^The  helmeted  figure  on  this  coin,  and  the  unintelligible 
inscription  on  the  reverse,  lead  me  to  ascribe  it  to  the  age  of  the 
Emperor  Gonstantine,  although  I  can  find  none  in  Bandurius  or 
Yaillant,  with  which  it  exactly  agrees. 

Obvsbse. — ^A  head  facing  the  left,  with  a  handsome  helmet 
Bevebse. — Two  combatants,  one  clad  as  a  Boman,  the  other  as  a 
German  (?)  a  fidlen  warrior  between  the  two.    Beneath,  the  letters 
QIEBMM. 

[Minucia  family,  Biccio,  xxxiii.,  7.  Baoul-Bochette, 
'  about  A.R.  680.'] 

The  remaining  three  silver  coins  axe  in  too  imperfect 
a  state  to  be  identified :  the  first,  fig.  23,  bears  the  final 
letters  of  the  word  CAESARIS.  The  last,  fig,  26,  has  a 
female  head  with  a  mural  crown,  which  may  belong  to  a 
Greek  city. 

[S3.  Accoleia  family^  Biccio  i.^  1^  Baoul-Bochette^  'subse- 
quent to  710  A.E.  up  to  720.'  24.  Julia  family,  Riccio,  xxii.,  4 ; 
26.  Furia  family,  Biccio,  xxi.,  8.  Baoul-Rochette,  *  A.R.  686.'  * 
The  exact  definition  of  the  dates  of  some  of  these  coins  is  not 
without  its  difficulties,  but  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say^  that  the 


^  [lieut.  Alexander  Cunninghaiii  seems  to  hare  commenced  his  nunismatic 
authorship  by  certain  emendations  of  Prinsep's  assignments  of  these  pieces.  He  can 
hardly  be  congratolated  on  the  snccess  of  bis  initial  effort  at  correcting  others,  if  the 
following  criticism  of  M.  Raonl  Kochette  upon  this,  his  first  exercitatioiL  be  lust. — 
*  Je  n'ai  pas  dCL  faire  mention  des  pr^tenducs  rectifications  de  M.  Cunningham 
(*  Journal  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,'  iii.,  635,  637.)  qui  n'ont  fait  qu'tgouter 
de  nouveUes  erreurs.    'Journal des  Sarants,'  1836,  p.  74.'] 
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best  and  most  recent  authorities^  limit  the  issue  of  the  latest 
of  these  pieces  to  B.C.  4S.] 

How  or  why  these  coins  came  to  be  selected  for 
burial  with  the  local  coins  of  the  Indo-Scythic  monarchy 
it  is  impossible  now  to  conjecture ;  and  it  is  certainly 
a  most  curious  fSetct,  that  while  in  the  neighbouring 
monument,  the  foreign  coins  consisted  solely  of  those  of 
the  Sassanian  dynasty  of  Persia,  these  should  be  entirely 
wanting  here,  and  should  be  replaced  by  coins  of  Bome, 
many  of  which  must  have  been  regarded  as  antiques 
at  the  time,  if  I  have  been  right  in  attributing  the 
fourth  of  the  list  to  Constantino.  Such  an  assumption 
indeed  removes  all  difficulties  regarding  the  date,  and 
brings  about  a  near  accordance  with  the  reign  of 
Shdpur  II.  of  Persia,  in  the  middle  of  the  fourth 
century,  the  date  already  assigned  to  the  principal 
tope  from  the  presence  of  that  sovereign's  coins.  We 
may  therefore  now  look  upon  the  epoch  of  the  Hindu 
or  Indo-Scythian  Bao  Kanerki,  as  established  from  these 
two  concurring  evidences,  and  it  may  serve  as  a  fixed 
point  whence  to  trace  back  the  line  of  strange  names 
of  other  equally  unknown  and  obscure  monarchs,  whose 
names  are  now  daily  coming  to  light  through  the  medium 
of  these  coins,  until  they  fell  in  with  the  well-known 
kings  of  the  Bactrian  provinces. 


I  insert  a  postcript  to  this  article  for  the  purpose  of 
noticing    a  very  important    paragraph  in  the  seconct 


^  {Riccio,  Naples,  1843  ;  also  H.  Cohen,  *  Monnaios  de  la  B^publique  Romaine.' 
Paris,  1867.] 
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volume  of  Marsden's  ^  Ifumismata  Orientalia,'  materially 
affectmg  the  antiquity  of  the  Manikyala  monument. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  the  Sassanian  coins  depo- 
sited there  were  all  of  that  species  distinguished  by  an 
ornament  of  two  wings  upon  the  head-dress,  and  that  I 
assigned  them,  on  the  authority  of  Ker  Porter,  and  for 
other  reasons  which  appeared  conclusiYe,  to  Shapiir  II., 
A.D.  310-380.  There  was  also  on  some  of  them  a 
curious  cjrpher,  (vide  plate  v»)  which  seemed  to  defy 
scrutiny. 

It  seems  that  Mr.  Marsden,  on  the  authority  of  Sir 
William  Ouseley,  backed  by  the  Baron  de  Sacy,  attri- 
butes all  this  class  of  coins  to  Ehosru-paryfz,  a.d.  589, 
the  Zend  word  Hoslui  (for  Khosru)  being  stated  to  exist 
on  many  of  them.  They  have  also  a  cypher  somewhat 
resembling  the  above. 

A  multitude  of  these  coins  have  also  been  discovered 
bearing  Arabic  names,  Omar,  Said,  Harir  [Hani],  etc., 
in  addition  to  their  usual  inscription,  and  the  fact  had 
been  explained  by  M.  FreBhn  of  the  Petersburg  Aca- 
demy,* by  extracts  from  history,  proving  that  the  early 
Muhammadan  conquerors  of  Persia  retained  the  national 
coinage  until  75-76,  A.H.,  when  the  Khalife  ^Abd-ul 
Malik,  and  Hajj4j  substituted  their  Cufik  coixu  Makrizi, 
in  particular,  makes  the  following  decisive  assertion: 
^  Omar  caused  dirhams  to  be  struck  with  the  same  im- 
pressions as  were  in  use  under  the  Eliosroes,  and  of  the 
same  form,  with  the  addition  only  of  certain  Arabic 
sentences  upon  some,  and  upon  others  the  name  of  the 
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1  This  circnmstaiice  was  pointed  out  to  me  by  Capt.  Jenkins,  as  noticed  en  the 
er  of  the  last  *  Journal.' 
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Khalif.^  The  curious  cypher  above  alluded  to,  is  accord- 
ingly set  down  by  the  Baron  de  Sacy  as  Arabic,  and  he 
reads  it,  i^X*^  ^  ^l^.  The  form  in  the  original  is  a 
little  different  from  our  Maniky&Ia  type,  the  termina- 
tion of  the  first  cypher  having  an  opposite  curvature 
^l-^O  <^  [  •  •  <!/^^«  In  this  form  it  might  possibly  be 
read  Hajaj\  although,  as  Mr.  Marsden  remarks,  it  is 
difficult  to  discover  Un  Tumfm  the  context : — ^but  if  the 
flourish  upon  the  Manikyala  coin  is  supposed  to  be 
identical  with  this,  the  interpretation  is  at  once  over- 
turned ;  for  it  is  no  longer  possible  to  construe  even  the 
first  cypher  into  Hqf^'  in  accordance  with  the  Baron  de 
Bacy's  reading. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  undoubted  Arabic  names  and 
sentences  upon  so  many  of  the  winged-cap  Sassanian 
coins,  tend  strongly  to  unsettle  the  date  I  had  assumed, 
on  the  authority  of  these  coins  alone,  for  the  Manikyala 
tope;  and  to  bring  their  construction  down  into  the 
seventh  century.  But  here  again  an  additional  difficulty 
arises  with  regard  to  the  Boman  coins  just  discovered  by 
M.  Court.  Is  it  likely  that,  in  a  distant  and  semi- 
barbarous  country,  coins  seven  hundred  years  old, 
should  have  been  preserved  and  selected  for  biirial  in  a 
shrine  or  tomb  then  erected  ? 

The  more  we  endeavour  to  examine  the  subject,  the 
more  difficulties  and  perplexities  seem  to  arise  around 
us ;  but  it  is  only  by  bringing  every  circumstance  for- 
ward that  we  can  hope  to  arrive  at  last  at  any  satis&ctory 
conclusion.  The  two  coins  published  in  plate  vi.  will 
doubtless  be  considered  of  great  interest  by  the  illustra- 
tors of  the  Sassaoian  dynasty  in  Europe— they  may 
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destroy  a  fayourite  theory  with  them,  as  their  evidence 
of  the  Arabic  names  tends  to  shake  our  deductions  here ; 
but  we  shall  both  be  the  gainers  in  the  end,  and 
a  section  of  history  at  present  obscure  will  be  materially 
enlightened  by  the  collation  of  independent  interpre- 
tations. 


NOTE  ON  THE  BROWN  LIQUID  CONTAINED  IN  THE 
CYLINDERS  FROM  MANIKYALA. 

The  important  disoorery  made  known  by  M.  Court,  in  the  memoir  jut  read,  of 
another  metallic  Te«el  or  urn  filled  with  brown  liquid  eridently  analogona  to.  that 
foond  by  Gen.  Ventura  in  the  great  tope  of  ManikyUa,  reminds  me  that  I  have 
not  yet  communicated  the  results  of  my  examination  of  this  curious  liquid.  I 
will  now  proceed  to  supply  this  omission,  referring  to  p.  92  of  the  present  Tolumo, 
and  to  plate  yi.,  for  the  particulars  of  its  preserration,  and  of  the  ressels  containing 
it.  It  now  appears  certain  that  the  liquid  was  originally  deposited  in  these  recep- 
tacles, for  had  it  permeated  from  the  superincumbent  structure,  it  would  hare  filled 
the  stone  recess  as  well  as  the  urn,  whereas  M.  Court  particularly  describes  the 
former  as  empty  and  dry. 

When  the  ManikyUa  relics  reached  Calcutta,  the  liquid  in  the  outer  copper 
Tessel  was  nearly  dried  up,  and  the  sediment  had  the  form  of  a  dark  brown 
pulrerulent  crust,  adhering  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  vessels.  It  was  washed  out 
with  distilled  water,  and  preserred  in  glass  stoppered  bottles,  in  which,  after  sereral 
months,  the  greater  part  fell  to  the  bottom,  but  the  liquid  remained  still  of  a  deep 
brown,  and  passed  the  filter  of  the  same  colour. 

The  liquid  of  the  inner,  or  brass  cylinder,  having  the  oonsiBtenoe  of  wet  mud,  was 
botded  off  separately. 

1.  In  the  innermost  or  gold  cylinder,  which  rested  in  an  oblique  position  in  the 
brass  case,  a  deposit  of  the  brown  matter  had  in  the  course  of  ages  consolidated  in  the 
lowermost  comer,  differing  from  that  formed  by  the  rapid  drying,  in  being  very 
hard  and  of  a  shining  vitreous  or  resinous  lustre  on  fracture.  It  enclosed  fragments 
of  the  glass  (or  ambre  brit^^  of  M.  Ventura)  (fig.  22,  a,  b,  o,  d,)  and  when  detached 
from  the  larger  pieces  of  them,  possessed  the  following  properties : — 

Specific  gravity,  1.92. 

100  parts  heated  in  a  test  tube  gave  off  moisture,  and  a  minute  portion 
of  empyreumatic  oil 20.0 

The  residue,  heated  red,  lost  of  carbonaceous  matter    4.0 

It  then  ftised  under  the  blow-pipe  into  a  pand-coloured  shtg,  which, 
pounded  and  divested  in  nitric  acid,  yielded  of  phosphate  of  Ume  (?) 
tainted  slightiy  by  oxide  of  copper 12.0 

The  silicious  or  glassy  residue,  unexamined,  weighed   64.6 

100.0 
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2.  TfaebrownpttrtaitnlfwMiMztsdNBittedtoezamuuttioii.  .  .  .  Withoat 
entering  into  details,  the  remits  of  tiw  uilyns  wen  as  fbUom ; 

Empyreamatio  oil,  passed  off  tlin>«|^  acid  ..«^ 29.0 

Ammonia  and  water    % 19.0 

Carbon,  burnt  off. 18.0 

Silicions  insoloble  portion  of  ash  9.0 

Phosphate  of  lime  10.0 

Oxide  of  copper,  and  what  remained  in  the  ammoniA 22.0 

100.0 

8.  A  separate  examination  of  a  few  of  the  numeroos  yelWw  tnnsparent  frag- 
ments, which  filled  the  inner  cylinder,  was  then  undertaken,  prindpally  with  a  Tiew 
to  determine  whether  they  were  of  a  crystalline  natue,  or  singly  giass;  their 
behanour  under  ignition  having  already  oonnnoed  me  that  they  wece  not  '*ambre 
bris^/'  as  supposed  by  M.  Ventura 

From  the  preceding  rough  analysis  it  is  dear  that  the  fragments  are  of  a  nrtieoiB 
nature,  and  it  seems  probable  that  pieces  of  glass  were  fraudulentiy  introduced  into 
the  cylinder,  in  lieu  of  some  precious  stones,  which  the  pious  founder  may  hare 
intended  to  deposit  with  the  other  contents  of  the  monument. 

It  remains  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  nature  of  these  curious  monuments,  of 
which  two  opposite  theories  seem  to  have  been  broached.  The  opinion  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  country,  as  reported  by  all  our  obserrers,  is,  that  they  are  the 
tombs  of  ancient  kings : — that  of  Professor  Wilson,  Mr.  Hodgson,  and  other  orien- 
talists, that  they  are  O^hgopes  or  Buddha  mausolea,  containing  relics  of,  or  offerings 
to,  Buddha  or  S6kya. 

These  two  theories  howerer  may,  I  think,  be  reconciled  in  a  very  simple  manner. 

Are  not  D6hgopos,  or  Chaityas,  in  many  instances  at  least,  shrines  built  OTer  the 
remains  of  persons  of  the  Buddha  friith,  and  consecrated  to  their  saint?  If  so,  we 
have  but  to  suppose  the  rulers  of  the  Panj&b,  at  the  period  of  the  erection  of  the  topes 
before  us,  to  haye  been  of  this  religion,  and  the  desired  amalgamation  of  opinions  is 
effected.  My  friend  M.  Csoma  de  Eoros,  in  reply  to  my  interrogation  on  the  subject, 
expressly  treats  them  as  mausolea  of  the  dead,  and  thus  describes  the  objects  con- 
tained in  the  modem  B^hgopes  of  Tibet : — 

"  The  ashes  of  the  burnt  bones  of  the  deceased  person  being  mixed  with  day,  and 
with  some  other  things,  (sometimes  with  powdered  jewels  or  other  predous  things,) 
worked  into  a  sort  of  dough,  being  put  into  moulds,  are  formed  into  littie  images, 
called  ttha,  ttha,  and  then  deposited  in  small  pyramidal  buildings,  or  shrines, 
(s.  ehaitya^  tib.  mchhod-rten,  Tulg.  ehori€n,)  without  any  great  ceremony,  and  with- 
out anything  precious  in  addition." 

Such  being  the  custom  with  the  remains  of  ordinary  persons  at  the  present  day, 
we  can  easily  conceive  that  the  quality  of  the  caskets  intended  to  contain  the  ashes  of 
princes  or  priests  in  the  flourishing  era  of  their  fidth,  would  be  of  a  superior  descrip- 
tion, and  that  coins  and  other  precious  substances  would  in  some  instances  be  added. 
In  the  ManikyUa  cylinder,  the  pounded  gritty  substance  contained  in  the  brown 
paste  was  eridentiy  such  as  M.  Csoma  desmbes :  the  larger  fragments  of  glass  were, 
as  before  surmised,  substitutes  for  precious  stones,  and  the  brown  paste  itself  is  to  all 
appearance  compounded  of  various  vegetable  matters  now  decomposed  and  car- 
bonized, mixed  up  with  a  portion  of  the  ashes  of  the  deceased,  as  evinced  from  the 
presence  of  ammonia  and  phosphate  of  lime. 

There  is  much  similarity  between  these  mounds,  sometimes  of  masonry  and  some- 
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times  of  rough  atones  and  earth,  and  the  remains  deseribed  by  ICr.  J.  Bahingtoa, 
under  the  name  of '  Pondor  Knlis,'  in  the  third  Tolome  of  the  Bombay  Tranaadanas. 
Those  erBGtaoos  an  also  ixf  two  Idnds :  one  a  mere  endosvie  of  stones,  sarmoimted 
by  a  diwdar  stone  of  an  nmbrella^shape,  and  thaape  called  a  *Topi  Kul' ;  the  other, 
formed  of  a  pit  below  the  sni&oe,  in  which  a  large  jar  is  placed :  the  month  of  the 
pit  being  ooyered  oyer  with  a  large  circular  atone,  the  earth  and  grass  of  which  giye 
it  the  appearance  of  a  tomulns  or  barrow :  this  species  is  denominated  *  Kodey  Kul,' 
and  it  always  contains  hnman  bones  in  a  more  or  less  perfect  state,  besides  nms,  arms, 
implements,  and  beads  of  yarious  shapes,  colours,  and  materials.^  Mr.  Wilson 
attributes  these  monuments  to  a  yery  ancient  Hind(i  practice  of  collecting  and  bury- 
ing the  ashes  and  bones  of  their  dead,  in  places  where  no  sacred  stream  was  at  hand, 
into  which  they  might  be  committed.  He  quotes  in  support  of  this  hypothesis,  the 
following  passage  from  Mr.  H.  T.  Golebrooke's  *  Essay  on  the  Funeral  Ceremonies 
of  the  Hindis,'  in  the  seyenth  yolume  of  the  *  Asiatic  Researches/ 

"  Using  a  branch  of  Sami,  and  another  of  Palasa,  instead  of  toUgs,  the  son  or 
the  nearest  relation  first  draws  out  from  the  ashes  the  bones  of  the  head,  and 
afterwards  the  other  bones  successiyely,  sprinkles  them  with  perfumed  liquids,  and 
with  clarified  butter,  made  of  cow's  milk,  and  puts  them  into  a  casket  made  of  the 
leayes  of  the  Palasa.  This  he  places  in  a  new  earthen  vessel,  covers  it  with  a  lid, 
and  ties  it  up  with  a  thread.  Choosing  some  clear  spot,  where  encroachments  of 
the  river  are  not  to  be  apprehended,  he  digs  a  very  deep  hole,  and  spreads  the  Cnsa 
grass  at  the  bottom  of  it,  and  over  the  grass  a  piece  of  yellow  doth.  He  places 
thereon  the  earthen  vessel  containing  the  bones  of  the  deceased,  covers  it  with  a 
lump  of  mud,  moss,  and  thorns,  and  plants  a  tree  in  the  excavation,  or  Raises  a 
mound  of  masonry." 

This  is  precisely  the  Kodey  Eul ;  and  the  same  authority  helps  us  to  an  explana- 
tion of  the  Topi  Kul,  in  which  no  bones  are  found. 

*'  To  cover  the  spot  where  the  Ameral  pile  stood,  a  tree  should  be  planted  or  a 
mound  of  masonry  be  raised." 

**  The  one,"  says  Prof.  Wilson,  "  commemorates  the  cremation,  and  is  consequenUy 
nothing  more  thau  a  pile  of  stones :  the  other  inums  the  ashes  of  the  dead,  and 
consequenUy  contains  the  frail  and  crumbling  reliques  of  mortality." 

The  curious  circumstance  noticed  by  M.  Court  of  the  eight  coins  symmetrically 
arranged  around  the  central  casket,  caUs  to  mind  that  part  of  the  ceremony  described 
in  the  passage  immediately  preceding  the  foregoing  extract  from  Mr.  Colebrooke's 
« Essay.' 

«  The  son  or  nearest  relation  repairs  to  the  cemetery,  carrying  eight  vessels  filled 
with  various  flowers,  roots,  and  similar  things.  He  walks  round  the  enclosure 
containing  the  funeral  pUe,  with  his  right  side  towards  it,  successively  depositing  at 
the  four  gates  or  entrances  of  it,  beginning  with  the  north  gate,  two  vessels  contain- 
ing each  eight  different  things,  with  this  prayer,  *  May  the  adorable  and  eternal  gods, 
who  are  present  in  the  cemetery,  accept  from  us  this  eight-fold  unperishable 
oblation :  may  they  convey  the  deceased  to  pleasing  and  eternal  abodes,  and  grant  to 
ns  Ufe,  health,  and  perfect  ease.  This  eight-fold  oblation  is  offered  to  Siva  and 
other  deities :  salutation  to  them.' "  ' 

Although  the  foregoing  extracts  refer  to  the  ceremonial  of  the  orthodox  Hindiis, 
they  may  probably  represent  the  general  features  also  of  a  Buddha  funeral ;  for  the 


1  '  Oriental  Magazine,'  i.  j>.  25. 
3  <  Asiatic  Res^rches,'  vii.  265. 
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BuddbiitB  agree  with  tiiem  in  bnnung  their  dead^  and  in  aftenraida  eonngiiiiig  the 
afhes  and  bones  to  lome  daraUe  manBoleam.  Dr.  Hamilton  infonna  vs  that  the 
remaina  of  prieiti  in  Ata,  after  eremation,  are  preMnred  in  monnmentB,^  and  Mr. 
Dnnean  describes  a  marble  nm  dug  up  among  the  Bnddhiat  mins  at  Samith,  near 
Benftres,  which  contains  '  a  few  human  bones,  together  with  some  decayed  pearls, 
gold  leares,  and  other  jewds  of  no  Taloe,'  jnst  of  the  same  natore  as  those  diMoverod 
in  the  Panjiib.  There  was  also  a  similar  precantion  of  enclosing  the  more  predous 
nm  in  one  of  ooarser  material,  (in  this  case  of  stone,)  in  order  more  effectaally  to 
insure  its  preserration.  That  the  bones  at  Samfcth,  belonged  to  a  rotary  of  Buddha 
was  confirmed  by  a  small  image  of  Buddha  diMorered  close  by,  and  by  the  purport  of 
the  inscription  accompanying  it* 

From  consideration  of  these  circumstances,  therefore,  in  oonjnnction  with  the 
decided  opinion  of  all  those  who  hare  recently  been  engaged  in  the  examination  of 
the  Panj&b  and  K&bul  topes,  the  hypothesiB  of  their  being  the  consecrated  tombs  of 
a  race  of  princes,  or  of  persons  of  distinction,  rather  than  mere  shrines  erected  as 
objects  of  worship,  or  for  the  deposit  of  some  holy  relic ;  seems  both  natural  and 
probable ;  or  rather  the  two  objects,  of  a  memorial  to  the  dead,  and  honour  to  the 
deity,  seem  to  haTS  been  combined  in  the  meritorious  erection  of  these  curious 
monuments. 

I  cannot  omit  noticing  in  this  place,  one  of  those  singular  ooincidences  which 
often  serre  to  throw  light  upon  one's  studies.  While  our  enterprising  friends  hare 
been  engaged  in  opening  the  ancient  topea  of  Upper  India,  the  antiquaries  of 
England  hare  been  at  work  at  some  ancient  Boman  tumuli  or  barrows  in  Essex. 
Withoiit  intending  to  draw  any  conclusions  frtmi  the  facts  elicited  in  the  course  of 
their  labours,  it  ii  impossible  to  read  the  pages  of  the  '  Arcbfldologia'  (1834,  toI.  xxt.) 
without  being  struck  with  the  similarity  of  customs  prerailing  in  such  distant 
localities,  pointing  as  they  do  towards  a  confirmation  of  the  many  other  proofe  of  the 
identity  of  origin  of  the  Boman  and  the  Hindfi  systems.   » 

The  sepulchral  tumuli  of  Essex  contained,  like  those  of  the  Panj&b,  various 
bronze  uins,  enclosing  fragments  of  burnt  bones,  glass,  coins,  and  eren  the  brown 
liquid  itself  I  The  liquid  is  described  as  being  in  some  cases  '  of  a  light  yellow,  in 
others  of  a  dark  brown,'  of  which  colour  was  also  an  incrustation  about  the  exterior 
of  the  Tessels.  ProfSBssor  Faraday,  who  examined  the  liquids,  supposes  that  the  water 
was  not  originally  placed  in  the  uns ;  but  that  it  came  oyer  by  a  species  of  distilla- 
tion into  the  empty  space  of  the  yases,  on  the  alternate  heating  and  cooling  of  the  air 
contained  in  them.  The  researches  of  MM.  Ventura  and  Court  may  give  reasons 
for  thinking  the  contrary. 

**  The  deposit  on  the  side  of  the  large  yase  was  a  dry  flea-brown  powder,  contain- 
ing a  few  white  specks.  It  was  combustible  with  a  yery  feeble  flame,  burning  like 
ill-made  tinder  or  charred  matter.  It  left  a  little  pale  light  ash,  containing  car- 
bonated alkaU,  carbonate  of  lime,  and  a  little  insoluble  earth.  This  substance  gaye  no 
trace  of  ammonia  by  heat  It  is  probably  the  result  left  upon  the  decay  of  organic 
matter,  but  of  what  nature,  or  in  what  rituation  that  may  haye  been,  I  cannot  say. 
"  The  liquor  was  a  dilute  solution  of  the  same  kind  of  matter,  (4.2  grains  to  a 

1  'Transactions  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,'  ii.,  p.  46. 

*  The  souare  chamber  without  door  or  other  opening  discoyered  in  digging  the 
ruins  at  Buodha  Oaya,  and  supposed  by  Dr.  Hamilton  to  be  a  tomb,  resembles  the 
squaro  ornamented  cnamber  penetrated  by  Dr.  Gerard  near  K&bul,  where  he  found 
the  image  of  Buddha,  described  at  page  136  of  the  present  yolume. 
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fluid  ounce :)  this  when  dried  and  heated,  did  yield  a  litde  ammonia ;  it  blackened, 
but  did  not  bum  Tisibly. 

'*  A  third  bottle  was  found  to  contain  a  fatty  aubatance  like  stearic  add,  melting 
under  212°,  burning  with  a  bright  flame,  and  learing  little  ash.  It  was  dark-brown 
on  the  exterior,  and  yellowish  and  semi-transparent  in  the  middle :  the  brown 
colouring  matter  was  separated  by  dissolring  the  fat  in  alcohol— it  was  supposed  to 
be  the  residue  of  albuminous  or  gelatinous  matter,  but  it  yielded  no  trace  of 
ammonia." 

Mr.  Gage,  the  author  of  this  description,  imagines  tiie  liquid  to  hare  been  lusizal 
water,  poured  in  at  the  time  of  depositing  the  bones  and  funeral  ashes.  The  pieces 
of  fined  glass  adhering  to  the  burnt  bones,  and  the  liquid,  recalled  to  him  Yirgil'a 
description  of  the  funeral  pile  of  Hisenus. 

Gongesta  cremantur 

Thurea  dona,  dapes,  fiiso  crateres  oHto. 
Postquam  coUapsi  dneres  et  flamma  quierit, 
Beliquias  rino  et  bibulam  lay^  fkrillam : 
Ossaque  lecta  cado  texit  Chorinseus  aheno. 
The  dark-brown  incruBted  powder  of  the  outside  of  the  urn  was  in  the  same 
manner  referred  to  a  decayed  wreath  of  yew,  or  other  dark  vegetable,  depicted  in 
thelines-* 

Cni  firondibus  atris 

Intexunt  latera  et  ferales  ante  cupressos 
Gonstituunt.  JEmtd^  ri.  215. 

The  offerings  at  Amend  sacrifices  among  the  Bomans  consisted  of  milk,  wine, 
blood,  and  such  other  mwnera  as  were  supposed  to  be  grateful  to  the  deceased : — 
money  was  usually  added  to  defray  the  charges  of  Gharon's  ferry. 

The  reader  may  compare  this  description  with  the  extracts  from  Golebrooke, 
before  giTen,  and  draw  his  own  conclusions. 


As  the  opinions  of  all  those  who  hare  risited  the  eountries  where  these  monu- 
ments He,  are  particularly  deserving  of  attention,  I  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of 
extracting  a  paragraph  concerning  them  fit>m  the  '  Manuscript  Journal '  of  Mr. 
Trebeck,  the  companion  of  Mr.  Moorcroft,  now  in  my  hands  for  transmission  to 
Europe.  These  traTellen,  it  will  be  seen,  risited  the  spot  where  Mr.  Masron  has 
lately  been  so  actively  engaged.  They  procured  some  of  the  coins  now  so  common  to 
us,  and  they  had  received  fit>m  native  tradition  the  same  account  of  tiie  contents  of 
the  topes  which  has  now  been  confirmed  by  direct  examination. 

"  On  the  evening  when  we  were  encamped  at  Sult&nptir,  Mr.  Moorcroft,  in  the 
course  of  some  inquiries  learnt  that  there  were  in  the  neighbourhood  a  number  of 
what  the  people  called  B61JS  or  towers,  which,  according  to  their  accounts  of  them, 
were  exactiy  of  the  same  form  as  that  seen  by  us  in  the  Ehurbur  country.  In  con- 
sequence of  our  stay  at  B61&  B&gh,  we  had  suffident  leisure  to  return  in  search  of 
them,  and  in  the  forenoon  of  the  8th,  taking  along  with  us  a  person  in  the  service  of 
Sultin  Mahmud  Eh&n,  we  set  off  towards  the  place  where  they  were  said  to  be. 
Our  road  lay  between  Sult&nptir  and  the  Stirkhfth,  and  taking  a  guide  fhnn  that  vil- 
lage, we  were  conducted  to  the  bank  of  the  latter  rivulet  which  we  were  obliged  to  ford. 
The  water  was  so  deep  and  rapid  that  a  man  on  foot  could  not  have  got  across  it,  and 
its  colour  was  quite  red,  from  the  quantity  of  red  earth  washed  along  by  it.    Having 


158  KOTB  ON  THE  BROWN   LIQUID.  TASCTin. 


paaeed  it,  and  ridden  oTer  some  fields,  belonging  to  a  small  Oarhi,  or  walled  hamlet, 
and  over  a  piece  of  dayej  land,  much  cut  and  broken  by  water-oonnes,  we  reached  a 
narrow  grayeUy  dope,  joining  at  a  few  hnndred  yards  to  the  left,  the  base  of  tiie 
mountains  bounding  this  side  of  the  Talley.  Here  we  found  a  B6ij,  but  were  a  good 
deal  disappointed  by  its  appearsnoe.  It  differed  considerably  from  those  we  had 
before  met  with,  and  though  certainly  antique,  was  built  much  less  substantiany :  its 
exterior  being  for  the  most  part  of  small  iir^gularly-sixed  slate,  connected  without 
mortar.  A  good  deal  of  one  side  of  it  had  fallen  down,  and  there  were  others  before 
us ;  we  did  not  stay  long  to  examine  it  We  counted  several  whilst  proceeding,  the 
number  of  them  amounting,  as  well  as  I  can  reooUeet,  to  eleyen,  and  seeing  one  more 
to  the  westward,  and  better  than  the  rest,  we  advanced  towards  it  It  was  situated 
on  a  stony  eminence  at  the  base  of  the  hills  near  where  the  main  riyer  of  K&bul 
iBsnes  from  behind  them,  and  nearly  on  a  line  with  the  garden  of  Ghah6r  B6gh. 

"  We  ascended  to  it,  and  found  it  to  be  of  about  the  same  size  as  the  one  near 
LaUa  B6gh,  but,  as  just  observed,  of  a  different  form.  It  was  in  a  more  perfect  state 
than  any  of  the  rest  in  the  same  yicinity,  but  varied  Uttle  from  them  either  in  style 
or  figure.  It  was  built  upon  a  square  structure,  which  was  ornamented  by  pilasters 
with  simple  basements ;  but  with  rather  curious  capitals.  Were  it  a  tomb,  one  might 
suppose  the  centre  of  the  latter  coarsely  to  represent  a  skull  supported  by  two  bones, 
placed  side  by  side,  and  upright,  or  rather  a  bolster  or  half  cylinder  with  its  lower 
part  divided  into  two.  On  each  side  of  this  were  two  large  pointed  leaves,  and  the 
whole  supported  two  sL&bs,  of  which  the  lower  was  smaller  than  the  upper  one.  The 
most  curious  circumstance  in  this  ornamental  work  was,  that  though  it  had  consider- 
able effect,  it  was  constructed  of  small  pieces  of  thin  sL&te,  cleverly  disposed,  and  had 
more  the  appearance  of  the  substitute  of  an  able  architect,  who  was  pressed  for  time, 
and  had  a  scarcity  of  material,  than  the  work  of  one  who  had  abundance  of  the  latter, 
plenty  of  leisure,  and  a  number  of  workmen  at  command.  A  fiigfat  of  steps  had 
formerly  led  up  the  southern  side  of  this  platform,  but  nothing  remained  of  them 
except  a  projecting  heap  of  ruins.  On  the  centre  of  the  platform  was  the  principal 
building,  caUed  by  the  country  people  the  B6ij,  the  sides  of  which  had  been  erected 
on  a  perpendicular  to  half  its  present  height  This  lower  portion  of  it  was  headed  by 
a  cornice,  and  was  greater  in  diameter  than  the  upper  part  of  the  structure,  its  top 
forming  a  sort  of  shelf  round  the  base  of  the  latter.  Its  centre  was  marked  by  a 
semicircular  moulding,  and  the  space  between  the  moulding  and  the  cornice  was 
ornamented  by  a  band  of  superficial  niches,  like  fiilse  windows,  in  miniature,  arched  to 
a  point  at  the  top,  and  only  separated  by  the  imitation  of  a  pillar  formed,  as  before 
noticed,  of  slate.  The  upper  part  of  the  tower  was  a  little  curved  inwards,  or  conical 
above ;  but  a  great  deal  of  its  top  had  foUen  off.  The  effect  given  to  its  exterior  by  a 
disposition  of  material  was  rather  curious.  From  a  distance  it  seemed  checked  a  good 
deal  like  a  chess-board — an  appearance  occasioned  by  moderately  large-sized  pieces 
of  quarts,  or  stone  of  a  whitLah  colour,  being  imbedded  in  rows  at  regular  distances 
in  the  thin  brown  slate  before  spoken  of.  I  had  just  time,  though  hurried,  to  take 
an  outline  of  its  formation  on  a  piece  of  drawing-paper. 

«  The  use  of  these  erections  next  became  a  matter  of  speculation,  and  Mr.  Moor- 
croft,  having  heard  that  coins  were  frequently  picked  up  in  various  placos  near  them, 
instructed  a  man  the  day  after  our  return  to  proceed  to  the  neighbourhood  of  them, 
and  try  if  some  ancient  pieces  of  money  were  not  to  be  found.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
Ummur  Khail,  a  small  village  near  them,  said,  that  they  learnt  fr^m  tradition  that 
there  had  formerly  been  a  large  city  in  this  part  of  the  valley,  and  pointed  to  some 
excavations  across  the  Kftbul  river,  which  they  told  us  had  been  a  part  of  it.    Of  the 
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coini  they  stated  that  lerenl  had  been  found  of  copper,  bat  as  they  were  of  no  ralne 
to  them,  they  had  been  taken  to  some  of  the  nearest  haiUya»^  or  shopkeepers,  and 
exchanged  for  common  pice.  This  information  gate  a  clue  to  the  person  in  search  of 
them,  and  he  succeeded  at  two  or  three  yisits  to  some  HinddB  of  Chah&r  B6gh, 
Snlt&npiiir,  etc.,  in  procuring  sereraL  He  was  also  sent  back  to  Jal&l&bfrd,  but 
brought  with  him  from  thence  only  two  pieces  of  Russian  money,  which  were  useless. 
The  former  were,  however,  very  raluable  and  curious,  and  had  on  each  side  of  them 
for  the  most  part  impressions,  of  human  figures ;  but  from  the  frequency  with  which 
they  were  combined  with  representations  of  the  elephant  and  the  bull,  it  may  be  con- 
jectured that  they  were  struck  at  the  command  of  a  monarch  of  the  Hindik,  or  Buddhist 
persuasion.  The  variety  was  considerable,  and  there  were  certainly  two  or  three 
kinds  which  might  have  been  Grecian,  particularly  one  that  had  upon  one  side  of  it  a 
bust,  with  the  right  arm  and  hand  raised  before  the  face  with  an  authoritative  air. 
Of  this  coin  there  were  eight  or  ten,  they  were  of  about  the  same  size  as  English 
farthings,  and  the  figure  spoken  of  was  executed  with  a  correctness  and  freedom  oi 
style  foreign  to  Asia,  at  least  in  the  latter  ages.  The  rust  upon  them,  and  the  decayed 
state  of  the  surfiu»s  of  two  or  three,  as  well  as  the  situation  in  which  they  were  found, 
proved  that  they  were  not  modem.  There  were  several  more  of  the  same  size, 
merely  with  inscriptions  in  letters  not  unlike  Sanskrit ;  and  some  other  inscriptions, 
on  the  larger  pieces  of  money,  were  so  legible  that  a  person,  acquainted  with  oriental 
letters  and  antiquities,  might  discover  much  from  them.  With  regard  to  the  B6ijs,  or 
buildings  previously  mentioned,  Mr.  Moorcroffs  opinion  is  probably  correct  He 
conjectures  that  they  are  the  tombs  of  some  persons  of  great  rank,  among  the  ancient 
inhabitants  or  aborigines  of  the  country ;  and  as  the  religion  of  the  HinddB  seems  to 
have  been  prevalent  here  in  the  earliest  ages,  that  they  have  been  erected  as  records  of 
the  sacrifices  of  Satfs.  But  the  question  cannot  be  satisfactorily  set  at  rest  till  one  of 
them  is  opened.  It  is  odd  that  they  should  have  escaped  destruction,  situated  as 
they  are  in  the  full  front  of  MusabnCm  bigotry  and  avarice ;  and,  notwithstanding 
what  some  individuals  assert,  their  present  decayed  state  seems  to  be  occasioned  by 
age,  rather  than  any  attempt  to  discover  whether  they  contain  anything  valuable.  A 
Um  people  say  that  one  of  them  was  opened,  and  that  a  small  hollow  place  was  eoyered 
near  its  base,  in  which  there  were  some  ashes  as  of  the  human  body/' 


NOTE   EXPLANATORY    OF   THE    CONTENTS    OF 
PLATES  IX.  AND  X. 

[  I  liave  taken  advantage  of  the  vacant  space  in  plate  ix.  to 
insert  a  reduced  fac-simile  (fig.  2)  of  the  bi-literal  inscription 
discovered  by  Mr.  E.  0.  Bayley  in  the  Kangra  Hills.  These 
counterpart  legends  are  stated  to  be  ''cut  on  two  granite 
boulders,  about  thirty  yards  apart/'  in  a  field  half-way  between 
the  village  of  Khunniara  and  the  station  of  Dhurums&la,  **on 
the  edge  of  the  high  bank  of  a  xnountain  torrent." 
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Transcribed  into  modem  characters,  these  inscriptions  may 
be  reproduced  as  follows : — 

Arian,  V^mR  ^T^iH 

'* The  garden  of  Erishiiayasa  (or  he  who  glories  in  Krishna)." 

Indian  Pdlf,  IP^RnRT  ^T^  ^H^TWr  * 

**  The  garden  of  the  happy  Eriahnayasa." 

The  chief  palaeographic  value  of  these  brief  records  consists 
in  the  proof  they  afford  of  the  reception  of  the  Indian  P&li 
anusw&ra  (or  dot  above  the  ordinary  line  of  writing),  into  the 
Arian  or  Bactrian  Pdll  alphabet.  This  can  scarcely  be  supposed 
to  be  due  to  anything  but  mere  local  usage  incident  to  the 
concurrent  employment  of  the  two  sets  of  characters.  The 
Arian  system,  in  its  primitive  form,  certainly  did  not  admit  of 
any  such  optional  interchange  of  the  nasal  sign ;  for  in  the 
£!apurdigiri  inscription  the  anusw&ra  is  regularly  and  uniformly 
represented  by  an  arrow  point  below  the  preceding  letter ;  while 
the  numismatic  alphabet,  and  the  lapidary  series  of  later  days, 
expressed  the  same  sound  by  a  small  semi-circular  curve  at  the 
foot  of  its  leading  or  introductory  character.  Mr.  Bayley 
alludes  to  the  supposed  discovery  by  Major  Cunningham  of 
this  nasal  dot  on  the  coins  of  Menander  and  Amyntas.  Judg- 
ing £rom  the  numerous  examples  of  the  coinages  of  Menander 
that  I  am  able  to  refer  to,  I  feel  altogether  unprepared  to  sup- 
port any  such  inference,  or  to  concede  that  the  isolated  dot 
below  the  line  of  writing  purports  anything  beyond  the  es- 
tablished suflEbc  K.  That,  in  certain  cases  of  faulty  die- 
execution,  the  small  foot-curve  constituting  the  N  was  degraded 
into  one  or  even  two  dots,  there  is  little  doubt ;  but  this  would 
in  no  wise  establish  that  the  ordinary  symbol  of  the  X  medial 
was  convertible  into  an  anusw&ra ;  and  even  supposing  such  a 
change  likely  or  possible,  there  would  still  remain  to  be  justified 

^  [I  am  not  ^nite  Batiafled  of  the  accuracy  of  the  assignment  of  the  i  in  Jifadtm' 
tatya;  the  fac-similo  reads  preferably  Miidanfisya.'] 
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80  radical  a  change  of  alphabetical  rale  as  the  transposition  of  the 
sign  fix)m  a  position  helow  to  one  ahove,  the  ordinary  alignment 
of  the  writing ;  but  I  will  reserve  any  further  remarks  upon  the 
palsBographic  peculiarities  of  this  and  the  other  inscriptions  in 
these  plates,  till  such  time  as  I  come  to  consider  the  Bactrian 
alphabet  under  its  various  epochal  and  geographical  aspects  in 
the  general  rSsum^,  towards  the  conclusion  of  these  papers. 

Another  point  of  considerable  interest  connected  with  this 
inscription  may,  however,  be  momentarily  adverted  to,  that  is 
the  distinct  mention  of  Krishna  as  an  object  of  religious  rever- 
ence at  so  early  a  period  as  this  record  necessarily  refers  to. 
It  is,  of  course,  a  hazardous  matter  to  attempt  to  fix  dates  from 
the  mere  modifications  of  forms  of  letters,  and  one  that  had 
better  be  examined  elsewhere,  especially  as  I  shall  have  occasion 
to  show  that  Prinsep's  first  theory  on  the  subject  attempted  far 
too  comprehensive  a  range,  when  it  proposed  to  attribute  all 
changes  and  transitions  to  the  action  of  time  alone,  without 
reference  to  the  many  incidental  circumstances  that  necessarily 
exercise'  an  influence  upon  the  progressive  developments  of 
chirography.  Still,  with  every  reserve,  these  inscriptions  must 
be  pronounced  infinitely  anterior  to  the  date  certain  writers 
have  of  late  pretended  to  assign  to  the  introduction  of  Bjishna 
into  the  Hindu  Pantheon. 

Fig.  3,  pi.  ix.,  is  a  copy  of  an  imperfect  legend  on  the  lid  of 
a  brass  casket,  which  seems  to  have  enclosed  the  usual  silver  and 
gold  boxes  devoted  to  the  enshrinement  of  relics.  These  formed 
part  of  Mr.  Masson's  final  despatch  from  Afgh&mst&n,  and 
reached  England  too  late  for  notice  in  the  '  Ariana  Antiqua.' 
Prof.  Wilson  is  unable  to  trace  the  exact  locality  whence  these 
objects  were  procured,  and  the  inscription  itself  is  too  much 
worn  and  abraded  to  admit  of  any  consecutive  definition  of 
the  letters.  I  have  inserted  it  chiefly  on  account  of  the  date, 
which  will  be  seen  to  be  identical  with  that  on  the  Maniky&la 
stone. 

I  have  devoted  plate  x.  to  the  exhibition  of  the  inscription 

11 
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on  the  brass  um  discovered  in  a  tope,  about  thirty  miles  west  of 
Kabul,  in  the  district  of  Wardak.^  This  urn,  which  in  shape 
and  size  approximates  closely  to  the  ordinary  water-vessels  in 
use  in  India  to  this  day,  has  originally  been  thickly  gilt,  and  its 
surface  has  in  consequence  remained  so  excellently  well  pre- 
served, that  every  puncture  of  the  dotted  legend  may  be  satia- 
factorily  discriminated;  but  though  it  offers  this  immense 
advantage  over  the  parallel  inscription  on  the  Maniky^  stone,  it 
has  its  corresponding  drawbacks  in  the  new  and  unknown  forms 
of  many  of  its  letters,  and  the  little  care  that  has  been  taken  to 
mark  the  nicer  shades  of  diversity  of  outline  which,  in  many 
cases,  constitute  the  only  essential  difference  between  characters 
of  but  little  varying  form.  As  it  shares  the  present  reproach  of 
being  unintelligible  in  its  language,  we  are  of  course  deprived 
of  any  data  whereupon  to  found  conjectures  as  to  the  values  of 
the  unknown  characters,  and,  with  very  limited  exceptions,  we 
are  equally  denied  any  aid  towards  supplying,  by  the  tenor  of 
recognised  words,  the  deficiency  in  the  due  fashioning  of  the 
letters  of  which  they  should  be  composed.* 

But,  as  all  this  incertitude  invites  a  corresponding  degree  of 
license  in  purely  tentative  readings,  I  may  be  permitted  to  refer 
to  some  isolated  words  that  seem  independently  to  convey  their 
own  meaning.     Such,  for  instance,  as  t^f^  for  fiffT^  vihara,  '  a 


^  [The  following  comprises  all  the  information  Mr.  Masson  affords  ns  regarding 
this  relic  ;  it  seems  to  have  heen  foimd  in  one  of  the  "  Topes  of  Kohwat  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Wardak  ....  situated  on  the  course  of  the  river,  which,  havine  its  source 
in  the  Haz&raj&t,  flows  through  Loghar  into  the  plain  east  of  K&biu,  where  it 
unites  with  the  stream  passing  through  the  city.  They  are  distant  about  thirty  miles 
west  of  K&bul.  There  are  five  or  six  topes,  strictly  so  called,  with  numerous 
tumttli.  ....  I  found  that  three  or  four  of  taese  structures  had  been  opened  at  some 

unknown  period In  the  principal  tope  an  internal  cupola  was  enclosed,  or 

rather  had  been ;  and  one  of  those  unexpuined  tunnels  or  passages  led  from  it 
towards  the  circiimference.  I  directed  certain  operations  to  be  pursued,  even  with 
the  opened  topes,  and  pointed  out  a  number  of  tumtUi  which  I  wished  to  be  examined, 
as  they  were  very  substantially  constructed :  the  results  proved  successful,  in  a  great 
meajBure,  and  comprised  seven  vases  of  metal  and  steatite,  with  other  and  various 
deposits.  One  of  the  brass  vases  was  surrounded  with  a  Bactro-P&li  inscription.  .  .  . 
The  coins  found  in  these  monuments  were  of  the  Indo-Scythic  class." — 'Ariana 
Antiqua,'  to.  117,  118.] 

>  [  In  illustration  of  this  difficulty,  I  have  only  to  refer  to  the  word  Mdhart^u- 
yfijatirt^a  in  the  fac-simile,  plate  x.] 
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monastery/  a  standard  term  in  Buddhist  phraseology  :  and  one 
that  may  be  seen  to  occur  in  the  side-legend  on  the  Maniky&la 
stone.  The  title  of  l^TRRf  Bhagavan  may  also  be  doubtfully 
indicated,  as  likewise  the  nf^  for  H7^  §arira  'relic/  which  has 
also  been  previously  met  with.  The  Mah&rfijr&j&dhir&j's  name 
I  read  preferentially  as  Hoveshshandra,  but  the  final  compound  is 
altogether  an  arbitrary  assignment,  and  the  rendering  of  the  ve 
is  similarly  open  to  correction.  However,  to  spare  my  readers 
any  further  comment  upon  such  doubtful  materials,  I  may  add, 
that  though  I  can  offer  but  little  recommendation  for  my 
transliteration,  I  may  venture  to  invite  the  attention  of  those 
who  would  follow  up  the  study  to  the  copy  of  the  original 
inserted  in  the  plate,  which  I  have  done  my  utmost  to  give 
accuracy  to.' 

TRANSLITERATION  OP  THE  INSCRIPTION  ON  THE  WARDAK 
BRASS  VESSEL. 

LiOT  1 .         ^333 1  ^rin«^firfinTO%ff  x5  I  ii*l*tJini<l^^4iJ} 

Possible  tabiants.  7     t^  ^ 

Like  2.  ll^W^^I gi*l*lti^<^f?t<^tn^^MiR^J|^^Hl^^a 

Possible  yaetawts.  y         ^ 


1  [I  have  not  thought  it  neceasary  to  reproduce  the  dotted  lines  of  the  original ; 
the  continuous  strokes  indicate  more  readily  the  real  forms  of  the  characters.].  ^ 
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Like  2.  (continued).     in#4»4J<(<^fi|Jtni^4l*lft^<^a^H4|qgi|f|Hl 

Possible  tabiaitts.  1|    ?  1|  ?  fll  'J   ^f 

In  order  to  bring  under  one  view  the  whole  amount  of 
documentary  evidence  available  towards  the  elucidation  of  the 
Bactrian  series  of  numerals^  I  have  inserted  in  plate  x.  (figs* 
2  and  3)  copies  of  the  opening  portion  of  two  inscriptions  pub- 
lished by  Major  Cunningham,  in  the  'Journal  of  the  Asiatic 
Society  of  Bengal/  vii.,  of  1854.  The  originals  are  stated  to 
have  been  found  in  the  Yusufz&i  country. 

The  interpretation  offered  for  the  first  legend  is  '  San  333> 
Chiirasa  .  .  .  Miti  44/ 
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The  second,  it  is  proposed  to  render  as  '  San  390,  Srdvana 
mdsa  sudi  prathame  Mahodayaaa  (or  Maharayasa)  OnsMngasa 
raja.* 

The  inscription  on  the  earthen  jar  &om  Tope  13,  Hidda, 
given  in  the  plate  of  alphabets  in  Wilson's  'Ariana  Antiqua,* 
also  seems  to  commence  with  a  date,  but  as  I  am  unwilling 
to  rely  upon  this  faulty  transcript,  and  unable  to  refer  to  the 
original  itself,  or  even  to  Masson's  first  copy,  I  abstain  from 
any  attempt  to  define  its  piu*port. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  NOTE  ON  TOPES. 

Albeit  comparatively  new  to  the  subject,  I  feel  called 
upon  by  the  occasion  to  comment  briefly,  in  connection  with 
the  general  inquiry,  on  the  limited  additional  evidence,  illus- 
trative of  the  purport  and  object  of  the  topes  of  Maniky&Ia, 
that  has  been  developed  in  the  preceding  pages. 

Professor  Wilson  dissents  from  Prinsep's  *  compromise,' 
as  he  styles  it,^  which  would  regard  Stupas  as  both  sepulchral 
and  enshrinal,  and  adduces  reasons  for  viewing  them  exclu- 
sively under  the  latter  aspect.  Bumouf — so  worthily  identified 
with  Pili  literature — ^in  contrasting  the  Buddhist  and  Brfli- 


^  ["Lieut.  Barnes,  Mr.  Masson,  and  M.  Court,  adopting  the  notions  that  prevail 
amongst  the  people  of  the  country,  are  inclined  to  regard  them  as  regal  sepultures ; 
but  I  am  disposed,  with  Mr.  Erskine  and  Mr.  Hod^on,  and  I  believe  with  those 
learned  antiquaries  who  have  treated  of  the  subject  in  Europe,  to  regard  them  as 
dahgopas  on  a  large  scale,  that  is,  as  shrines  enclosing  and  protecting  some  sacred 
relic,  attributed,  probably  with  very  little  truth  or  verisimilituae,  to  S&kya  Sinha,  or- 
Oautama,  or  to  some  inferior  representative  of  him,  some  Bodhisatwa,  or  some  high 
priest  or  Lama  of  local  sanctity.  Mr.  Prinsep  has  manifested  a  disposition  to  effect  a 
tdnd  of  compromise  between  these  opinions,  and  suggests,  after  examining  some  of 
the  circumstances  calculated  to  throw  light  on  the  question,  that  the  two  objects  of  a 
memorial  to  the  dead,  and  a  shrine  to  the  divinity,  may  have  been  combined  in  the 
meritorious  erection  of  these  curious  monuments.  The  chief  reasons  for  a  contrary 
opinion,  and  for  believing  them  to  be  shrines  of  supposed  relics  of  Buddha — Gautama 
or  his  predecessors — are  orawn  from  the  opinions  of  nations  still  professing  Buddhism, 
whose  sentiments  in  regard  to  the  origin  and  purport  of  their  own  rehgious  monu- 
ments are  more  entitled  to  respect,  than  the  careless  and  loose  credence  of  the  Hind(is 
and  Mohammedans  of  the  Punj&b  and  Afgh&nist&n." — ^  Ariana  Antiqua,'  p.  45.} 
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ceremonial  of  which  consisted  in  the  erection  of  Chaityas  or 
Topes  over  the  osseous  fragments  that  escaped  the  combustion 
of  the  funeral  pile.  The  leading  purport  of  the  sacred  texts 
manifestly  being  that  he  should  be  buried  as  kings  were 
then  buried;  the  subsequent  reference  to  the  Buddhist 
Hierarchs^  is  so  inconsistent  with  what  precedes  it,  and  the 
detail  is  given  in  so  inverted  an  order,  that  it  partakes  largely 
of  the  appearance  of  an  unauthorised  addition  to  the  original 
version."  Sikya  equally,  as  both  Burnouf '  and  Wilson*  have 
already  remarked,  seems  to  have  contemplated  no  reverence 
for,  or  worship  of,  the  relics  of  his  mortal  body ;  though  it  is 
indubitable  that  in  this  instance  also,  sequent  and  parallel  pas- 
sages in  the  Buddhist  texts'  encourage  the  building  of  'stupas' 

that  the  corp86  of  a  Chakkawatti  r&|&  is  treated. — And  in  what  manner,  lord  Anando, 
should  the  corpse  of  a  Chakkawatti  r&ja  be  treated^"— [Anando  here  repeats  the 
explanation  that  he  himself  had  received  firom  Buddha.]  ~*  Journal  of  the  Asiatic 
Society  of  Bengal,'  vii.  1011.] 

^  [  I  do  not  consider  that  the  argnmcnts  above  advocated  are  at  all  affected  by  the 
reported  erection  of  a  tope  over  the  remains  of  *  Sh&rihi-bu '  during  S&kya's  life&ne : 
'  Aaatic  Researches,'  xx.,  88.] 

2  [I  need  scarcely  enlarge  upon  the  possible  falsification  of  texts  when  I 
find  such  an  opinion  as  the  following  enunciated  by  Mr.  Tumour: — '^I  profess 
not  to  be  able  to  show,  either  the  age  in  which  the  first  systematic  perversion  of 
the  Buddhistical  records  took  place,  or  how  often  that  mystification  was  repeated; 
but  self-condemnatory  evidence  more  convincing  than  that  which  the  Pitakattayan 
and  the  Atthakath&  themselves  contain,  that  such  a  mystification  was  adopted  at  the 
advent  of  S&kya,  cannot,  I  conceive,  be  reasonably  expected  to  exist.  In  those 
authorities,  (both  which  are  still  held  by  the  Buddhists  to  be  inspired  writings,^  you 
are,  as  one  of  their  cardinal  points  of  faith,  required  to  believe,  moreover,  tnat  a 
revolution  of  human  affairs,  in  all  respects  similar  to  the  one  that  took  place  at  the 
advent  of  S&kya,  occurred  at  the  manifestatiou  of  every  preceding  Buddha.  The 
question,  therefore,  as  to  whether  Sakya  was  or  was  not  the  nrst  disturber  of 
Buddhistical  chronology,  is  dependent  on  the  establishment  of  the  still  more  impNortant 
historical  fact  of  whether  the  preceding  Buddha  had  any  existence  but  in  his  pre- 
tended revelation.  For  impartial  evidence  on  this  interesting  question,  we  must  not, 
of  course,  search  Buddhistical  writings ;  and  it  is  not  my  design  to  enter  into  any 
speculative  discussion  at  present."] 

s  P  Introduction  k  Vnistoire  de  Buddhism  Indien,'  p.  3ol.] 

*   ''Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,'  xvi.  249.] 

B  '**  Ensuite  Bhagavat  pronon^a  dans  cette  occasion  les  stances  suivantcs :  .  .  . 
'Celui-12l  m'a  rendu  un  cmte,  il  m'a  fait  Clever  dcs  Stiipas  pour  renfermcr  mes 
reliques,  des  Stilpas  faits  de  substances  precicuses,  vari^,  beaux  k  voir  et  resplendis- 
sants  .  .  .  et  quand  je  serai  entr6  dans  le  Nirvftna  complet,  d  fibs  de  famille,  tn 
devras  rendre  de  mnos  honneurs  aux  Stdpas  qui  renfermeront  mes  os;  et  mes  reliques 
devrontetredistriDu^s;  et  il  faudra  Acver  plusieurs  miUiers  de  Stupas.'  Je  trouve 
un  passage  formcl  dans  lo  ThupAvamsa  p&li :  *  Un  Tathagata  venerable,  parfaitemcnt 
et  completcmcnt  Buddha  a  droit  h.  un  Stiipa ;  un  Patcntchckabuddha  a  droit  k  un 
Stiipa ;  r  auditeur  d'un  Tathdgata  a  droit  k  un  Stupa ;  un  roi  Tchakkavati  a  droit  k 
un  otiipa.'  '* — Le  Lotus  de  la  Sonne  LoiJ] 
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over  such  relics,  yet  these  exhortations  seem  altogether  incon- 
sistent with  S&kya's  own  exposition  of  this  section  of  his  creed, 
and  as  gravely  opposed  to  the  simplicity  of  his  instructions  regard- 
ing the  treatment  he  desired  might  be  extended  to  his  corpse. 
So  that  we  cannot  but  view  their  authenticity  with  consider- 
able suspicion,  even  if  we  do  not  absolutely  designate  them  as 
subsequent  interpolations.'  I  do  not  of  course  contest  the 
fact  that,  sooner  or  later,  after  the  decease  of  Sakya,  the  worship 
of  the  relics  of  his  body  became  a  powerful  instrument  in  the 
hands  of  the  priesthood ;  indeed,  that  its  influence  increased  in 
the  progress  of  time,  the  monuments  themselves  will  serve 
to  show ! 


Thapanunya  Tope,  erected  by  Derftnanpfyatlteo.  fW>m  FerKoison's  '  Handbook  of  Architecture 
(copied  flrom  an  anpablisbed  lithograph  by  James  Prlnsep.) 

The  Mahawanso  contributes  several  details  as  to  the  con- 


*  [  To  illustrate  the  parallel  case,  I  cite  Bumouf' s  observations  on  the  worship  of 
idha's  image. — '*  II  est  fort  int6ressant  de  voir  comment  les  r6dacteurs  des  legends 


Bnddha's  image 


Urn 
»1< 


honune,'meme  pour  ses  disciples  les  plus  fervents;  mais  celle  de  son  image  se  montre 
d6j^  dans  des  l^ends  tout-^-fait  caract6ristiques,  et  dont  V  intention  est  manifeste." — 
'  Introduction  k  I'histoire  du  Buddhism  Indien,'  p.  340.] 
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struction  of  topes  in  Ceylon ;  firom  these  we  gather  that,  in  the 
fourth  century  B.C.,  Dev&nanpiyatiBso  constructed  a  '  stupa '  for 
the  enshrinement  of  the  collar-bone  of  S&kya,  in  which  the 
relic-chamber  was  placed  on  the  summit  of  the  mound.* 

In  the  case  of  Duthag&mini's  tope  of  the  second  century 
B.C.,  we  are  not  expressly  informed  where  the  relic-receptacle 
was  situated ;  but  in  this  instance  also  it  would  seem  to  have  been 
located  high  up  in  the  general  mass,  as  the  monarch  is  stated  to 
have  ascended  the  outside  of  the  'stupa,'  before  descending  to 
deposit  the  relics;'  but  the  most  interesting  passage  on  the 
subject  of  topes  in  this  work,  is  that  which  informs  us  that  the 
practice  obtained  of  enlarging  the  structures  of  previous  ages- by 
an  outer  casing,'  the  extent  of  the  enlargement  depending  on  the 

1  [  "  The  monarch  (Dew&nanpiyatifiso :  accession  307  b.c.)  in  his  extreme  anxiety  to 
embark  in  the  undertaking  of  constructing  the  dfrgoba  for  the  relic  (the  colkir-bone), 
having  engaged  a  g^eat  number  of  men  to  manufacture  bricks,  re-entered  the  town 
vdth  his  retinue  to  prepare  for  the  relic  festival.  .  .  The  soyercign,  pursuing  the 
directions  of  the  th^ro  (encased  it  in  a  d&^ba),  on  the  summit  of  which  ^sacred 
edifice),  havinff  'excavated  (a  receptacle)  as  oeep  as  the  knee,  and  having  proclaimed 
that  in  a  few  days  the  relic  would  be  enshrined  there,  he  repaired  thither"  (p.  107). 
"  Having  in  the  first  instance  completed  the  (d&goba)  Th6p&r&mo,  the  king,  erected  a 
wih&ro  Acre."  (p.  109)1 

>  [**The  monarch  (Dutthag&mini,  161  to  137  B.c.)  attended  bv  d^wos  and  men, 
and  bearing  on  his  head  the  casket  containing  the  relics  .  .  .  marcned  in  procession 
round  the  thfipo ;  and  then  ascending  it  on  the  eastern  side,  he  descended  into  the 
relic  receptacle"  (p.  190).  "  This  chief  of  victors,  together  with  the  th6ro  Indagutt6 
and  the  bund  of  musicians  and  choristers,  entering  the  relic  receptacle,  and  monng  in 
procession  round  the  pre-eminent  throne,  deposited  the  casket  on  the  golden  altar  .  .  . 
while  within  the  receptacle  he  made  an  offenng  of  all  the  regal  ornaments  he  had  on 
his  person.  The  band  of  musicians  and  choristers,  the  ministers  of  state,  the  people 
in  attendance,  and  the  d^watAs  did  the  same  "  (191-2) ;  "...  let  the  priesthood  wbo  are 
acquainted  therewith,  proceed  to  close  the  receptacle."  .  .  .  Uttar6  and  Sumano 
closed  the  relic  receptacle  with  the  stone  brought  oy  them.  The  sanctified  ministers 
of  religion  moreover  formed  these  aspirations  :  .  .  *  May  these  cloud-coloured  stones 
(of  the  recuptuclo;  for  ever  continue  jcinivl,  without  Hhowiiijj  au  interstice.'  All  this 
came  to  pass  accordingly.  This  regardful  sovereign  then  issued  this  order :  ^  If  the 
people  at  large  are  desirous  of  enshnning  relics,  let  them  do  so ; '  and  the  populace, 
according  to  their  mea^s,  enshrined  thousands  of  relics  on  the  top  of  the  shnne  of  the 
principal  relics  (before  the  masonry  dome  was  closed).  Inclosing  all  these,  the  r&ja 
completed  (the  dome  of)  the  th(ipo :  at  this  point  (on  the  crown  of  the  dome),  he 
formed  on  the  ch^tiyo^its  square  capital,  (on  which  the  spire  was  to  be  based.)" 
(p.  192)  ] 

8  [b.c.  687,  B.B.  44.—"  The  th^ro  Sarabhfi,  the  disciple  of  the  there  Sfcriputto, 
at  the  demise  of  the  supreme  Buddho,  receiving  at  his  nmeral  pile  the  ^  giwatthi ' 
(thorax-bono  relic)  of  the  vanquisher,  attended  hj  his  retinue  of  priests,  by  his 
miraculous  powers  brought  and  deposited  it  in  that  identical  d&goba.  This  inspired 
personage ;  causing  a  dfiigoba  to  be  erected  of  cloud-colored  stones,  twelve  cubits  high, 
and  enshrining  it  tnerein,  he  departed.  The  prince  UddhanchulfiLbhayo,  the  younger 
brother  of  king  D^wananpiatisso,  discovering  this  marvellous  dftgooa,  constructed 
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will  and  means  of  the  later  votary.  Hence  one  tope  in  Ceylon 
is  amplified  from  twelve  to  tliirty,  and  eventually  to  eighty 
cubits  in  height;  thus  illustrating  by  historical  authority  a 
usage  which  the  existing  state  of  some  of  the  Afghanistan  build- 
ings had  proved  to  have  prevailed. 

The  next  notice  of  these  constructions  is  gleaned  from 
Plutarch's  incidental  mention  of  the  honours  paid  to  the  Greek 
king,  Menander,  after  his  decease;  in  that  several  cities  con- 
tended for  his  ashes,  over  which  they  were  desirous  of  erecting 
monuments.^  It  is  true  that  this  same  tale  is  told  of  S&kya 
Mimi,  but  if  he  himself  only  claimed  the  cremation  of  a 
Chakravartti  R4j&,  there  is  no  reason  why,  in  like  manner,  the 
custom  of  distributive  burial,  in  the  enshrinement  of  separate 
portions  of  the  entire  ashes,  introduced  in  his  case,  may  not 
have  received  parallel  extension  to  the  funeral  rites  of  the  class 
with  whom  alone  he  arrogated  equality. 

The  remainder  of  our  evidence  must  be  drawn  from  the  monu- 
ments themelves,  and  here  again  I  woidd  simplify  my  argu- 
ment by  premising  that  I  hold  that  the  Great  Tope  of 
Maniky&la,  and  many  others,  which  were  primarily  erected  or 
secondarily  made  use  of  for  the  purposes  of  sepulture,  were 
subsequently  adapted  to  the  new  design  of  enshrinement  of 
oacred  relics.  This  view  reconciles  the  inconsistency  apparent 
in  Prinsep's  endeavour  to  associate  the  double  object,  but  which 
may  be  more  reasonably  explained  by  the  supposition  that 
certain  topes  were  made  to  serve  both  ends,  but  at  different 
times  and  under  altered  circumstances. 

The  Sanchi  Topes,  like  those  of  Ceylon,  seem  to  have  been 

(another^  encasing  it,  thirty  cubits  in  height.  The  king  Datthag6inini,  while  re- 
siding tnerc,  dorins  his  subj  option  of  the  malabars,  constructed  a  d&goba  encasing 
that  one,  eighty  cubits  in  height.  This  Mahiyangana  d6goba  was  thus  completed." 
*  Mahawanso/  chap,  i.,  p.  4.] 

1  [  I  omit  the  original  text,  and  quote  merely  Bayer's  translation :  "  Menandro 
cuidam,  qui  in  Bactriis  regnum  juste  moderateque  gesserat,  deinde  in  castris  defuncto, 
torn  alios  exequiarum  honores  ex  communi  decreto  civitatcs  habuerunt,  tum  de 
reliquiis  ejus  concertarunt,  donee  vix  inter  se  conscnserunt,  ut  partem  cineris  illius 
tequalem  pro  se  unaqusBque  caperet,  istius  autem  viri  apud  universas  monumenta 
dedicarentur." — Plutarch,  *  Rei-p.  gerendse  prseceptis.*] 
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employed  simply  as  depositories  of  objects  of  religious  rever- 
ence.    The  cliamber  for  the  reception  of  these  was  ordinarily 


view  of  BMiehi  Tope,  (h>m  FerguMon's  'Hiuidbook  of  Arehltectnre.' 

high  up  in  the  building,  or  at  all  events  in  such  a  position  as 
was  consistent  with  access  from  above.^ 


>^r^i:^ 


Section  of  Sanchl  Topo,  from  Fergusson's  '  Handbook  of  Architecture.' 


Mr.  Masson  in  reviewing  the  results  of  his  experience  in  the 
examination  of  the  nimierous  topes  of  Afgh&nistdn,  after  ad- 
verting to  the  various  positions  occupied  by  the  upper  deposits, 

1  [I  annex  a  review  of  the  situation  of  the  deposits  in  the  principal  topes 
compiled  from  Major  Cunningham's  work  on  the  subject : — No.  2,  Sauchi  Topes, — 
"  The  bottom  of  the  chamber  was  exactly  seven  feet  above  the  terrace  or  upper  surface 
of  the  basement,  and  three-and-a-half  feet  above  the  centre  of  the  hemisphere."  p.  286. 
No.  3,  Sanchi, — "  The  position  of  the  relics  was  on  the  same  level  as  tne  terrace  out- 
side." p.  297.  No.  1,  Son&ri  Topes, — "  A  shaft  was  sunk  down  the  centre  of  this 
tope,  and  at  a  depth  of  little  more  than  five  feet  a  large  slab  was  reached,  which  on 
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conclTideSy  ^  We  may  rest  assured  that  the  primary  deposit  is  to 
be  found  at  the  centre  of  the  base  of  the  tope  or  of  its  base- 
ment/^ And  this  would  seem  to  be  the  true  condition  of  the 
great  Maniky&Ia  structure.     I  conceive  the  lower  chamber  to 


bdng  niaed  dlfldoied  the  relio  obamber  itrawn  with  fraffmento  of  stone  boxes,"  p.  831. 
No.  2,  8oii&ii, — **  A  shaft  was  sunk  down  the  centre  of  the  tope,  which  at  seyen  feet 
reached  the  slah  fonning  the  lid  of  the  relic  chamber,"  p.  316.  No.  1^  Satdh&ra  no 
disooTcry.  Major  Cnmiingham  remarks,  howeyer, — ^'lly  own  opuuon  regarding 
these  large  topes  is  that  the  relics  were  always  placed  near  the  top  so  as  to  be  readily 
acoeflsible  for  the  purpose  of  showing  them  to  the  people  on  statea  festiyals.  Now,  as 
the  great  Satdh&ra  tope  has  certainly  lost  at  least  ten  feet  of  its  height  and  probably 
more,  it  seemed  to  me  yery  unlikely  that  any  relics  would  be  found  in  it,"  p.  322 ;  see, 
also,  p.  332.  No.  2,  **  At  six  feet  two  caskets  were  discoyered,  p.  323.  No.  7,  "At  a 
depth  of  four  feet ...  a  large  irregular-shaped  slab  .  .  .  was  reached,  coyering  the  relic 
chamber,"  p.  324.  No.  2,  Bojp(ir.— "A  shaft  was  sunk  down  the  middk,  which, 
at  the  end  of  two  hours'  labour,  nad  reached  the  relic-chamber  at  a  height  of  nine-and- 
three-<|uarters  feet  aboye  the  terrace,"  p.  331.  No.  4.  Bhojpiir,— **  Snaft .  .  reached 
the  rehc-chamber  at  a  depth  of  flye-and-a-half  feet,"  p.  333.  No.  7,—"  A  shaft  was 
sunk  as  usual,  down  the  centre,  but  at  a  depth  of  less  than  three  feet,  the  edge  of 
the  relic-chamber  was  discoyered  on  the  south  side  of  the  excayation,"  p.  334,  No. 
9, — "  The  usual  shaft  was  sunk  to  a  depth  of  nearly  seyen  feet  to  the  rehc-chamber," 
p.  337.  No.  1,  Andher, — *' A  shaft  was  sunk  down  to  the  centre  of  the  hemisphere, 
where  we  found  a  chamber  ....  within  was  a  round  stone  box.  .  .  .  Three  feet 
beneath  this  deposit,  and  on  a  level  with  the  terrace,  we  found  a  second  chamber  .... 
containing  a  red  earthenware  vessel  .  .  .  turned  with  the  mouth  downwards.  Be- 
neath this  was  a  second  vessel  of  red  earthenware  .  .  .  containing  a  black  earOien- 
ware  bowl.  .  .  .  Lastly,  inside  the  bowl  there  was  a  black  earthenware  vase  .... 
empty,"  p.  845.  No.  2,  Andher,—'*  Relic-chamber  found  at  a  depth  of  three-and-»' 
half  leet  from  the  summit,"  p.  346.] 

^  [^*  The  relics  are  generally  lodged  in  the  centres  of  topes,  that  is,  of  the  superior 
perpendicular  bodies,  on  the  line  where  they  rest  on  their  basements,  sometimes  at  the 
centre  and  bottom  of  the  latter,  on  a  leyel  with  the  soil.  They  are  mostly  endosed 
within  smaU  chambers  formed  by  squares  of  slate-stone,  and  frequently  are  enclosed 
within  internal  topes  or  structures  ox  the  same  form  as  the  outer  mass,  only  wanting 
the  platform. .  .  .very  many  topes,  and  even  tumuli,  have  these  mclosed  structures; 
they  are  covered  with  cement,  and  their  separation  irom  the  mass  of  the  monuments 
is^  often  marked  by  a  line  of  unbumt  bricks,  sometimes  by  stones  of  a  description 
different  to  that  employed  in  the  mass.  .  .  .  From  trustwortny  evidence,  I  am  inciiBed 
to  believe  that  deposits  of  inferior  consideration  were  ori^ally  placed  at  the  venr 
summits  of  many  topes.  These,  from  the  decay  of  the  buildings,  have  become  sel^ 
exposed,  and  have  been  carried  away.  It  is  probable  that  in  many  of  them,  irom  the 
centre  of  the  apex  of  the  dome  to  the  base  of  the  structure  may  be  continued  at 
intervals  deposits  of  tokens ;  and  that  they  are  placed  in  other  situations,  has  been 
proved  in  the  course  of  our  examinations.  Still  we  may  rest  assured  that  the  primary 
deposit  is  to  be  found  at  the  centre  of  the  base  of  tiie  tope,  or  of  its  basement  In 
some  topes  there  is  a  peculiarityof  construction  observable  in  the  existence  of  a  shaft 

chamber  at  the  summits.    The  purport  of  these  incisions  into  the  masses  is  not 


topes 

5f  Afghftnistfin)  is  Che  enclosure  of  a  tope  within  a  tope ;  the*larger  building  bemg 
constructed  over  a  smaller—solid  as  well  as  the  larger— but  having  a  well-defined  line 
of  separation :  within  the  smaller  edifice  is  the  space  or  small  chamber  in  which  the 
relics  are  deposited.  The  situation  of  the  inner  tope  is  either  at  the  lower  part  of  the 
building,  or  where  the  cylindrical  part  and  basement  «tory  meet." 
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have  contained  the  whole  or  a  portion  of  the  ashes  of  some 
monarch,  and  that  the  early  use  of  the  moimd  was  limited  to 
this  object.  The  subsequent  appropriation  of  its  mass  for  the 
inhumation  of  other  kings'  ashes,  or  eventually  for  the  devotional 
purpose  of  the  reception  of  relics,  will  not  affect  this  view  of 
its  primary  employment ;  nor  need  the  sequent  additions  even 
of  the  seventh  century  at  all  unsettle  the  date  of  the  chief  in- 
closure,  which  has  every  appearance  of  having  remained  un- 
disturbed. The  period  to  which  it  should  be  attributed,  though 
not  positively  ascertained,  may  be  fairly  inferred  from  the  most 
modem  epoch  of  its  contents,  as  well  as  approximately  from  the 
evidence  of  the  associate  tumidus,  whose  crypt  equally  seems  to 
have  escaped  the  hand  of  the  spoiler,  the  eye  of  the  curious,  or 
the  intrusion  of  the  Hierarch.' 

For  the  present,  then,  and  until  we  can  read  and  understand 
the  Arian  writing,  which  shoidd  illustrate  the  real  history  of 
these  monuments,  we  must  be  content  to  refer  the  dates  of  the 

*  [The  relics  of  S&kya  Muni  were  early  disturbed  from  their  original  resting- 
places,  and  the  history  of  their  travels  is  instnicti?e  on  this  point ;  howeyer.  it  u 
clear  that  before  long  the  imagination  of  the  Totanes  of  the  creed  requirea  to  be 
satisfied  by  something  more  exciting  than  the  external  worship  of  the  mound  covering 
these  sacred  deposits ;  hence,  even  E>efore  our  era,  we  find  monarchs  admitted  to  a 
private  view  of  the  inmost  contents,  though,  as  thus  told  in  the  ^  Mahawanso,'  the 
exhibition  is  of  course  attributed  to  miraculous  intervention.  '*  Bh&tik&bhayo  (Bh&* 
tiko  r&ja,  19  to  9,  b.c}  .  .  made  offerings  to  the  Mahkthtipo.  ^During  the  perform- 
ance of  these  ceremonies),  he  heard  the  chant  of  the  priesthood  hvmned  in  the  relic 
receptacle  (within  the  th6po) ;  and  vovring  '  I  will  not  rise  till  I  nave  witnessed  it,' 
he  laid  himself  down,  fasting,  on  the  south-east  side  (of  the  d&goba).  The  th^ros, 
causing  a  passage  to  devclope  itself,  conducted  him  to  the  relic  receptacle/'  (p.  211). 
In  Huen  Thsang's  time,  the  practice  of  the  annual  exhibition  of  the  relics  seems  to 
have  been  the  recognised  rule  in  certain  countries.  *^  Dans  cette  meme  Inne,  d'apr^ 
les  usages  des  royaumes  de  Touest  on  sort  du  Couvent  de  Pintelligenee  (Bddhivihara) 
les  ehe-U  {garirtu)  ^  reliques'  du  Bouddha.  Lcs  religieux  et  les  laiques  des  autres 
royaumes  viennent  en  foule  pour  les  voir  et  les  adorer.  lie  maitre  de  la  loi  alia 
aussitdt  avcc  Ching-kiun  (Bjayasena)  pour  voirles  ehe-U  osseux  de  difi'6rcntcs  grosseurs. 
»  .  .  line  multitude  innombrable  de  religieux  offrirent  des  parfums  et  &b  fleurs, 
cd^brdrent  les  reliques  et  les  ador^rent.  Apr^  quoi,  on  les  rapporta  dans  la  tour 
{Sto&pa)"'-'Jvlien  'Hiouen-Thsang,"  p.  216.  And  lastly,  I  may  cite  the  adits  dis- 
covered in  some  of  the  topes  of  ^gh&nist&n  by  Mr.  Masson,  wnich,  however,  may 
ordinarily  have  been  reserved  for  the  pretended  rather  than  the  real  exhibition  of  the 
tope  relics.  "  In  this  tope  [GudfcraJ  I  first  met  with  the  novel  circumstance  of  a 
tunnel  running  from  the  centre  towards  the  side ;  I  have  since  found  it  in  two  other 
instances  (No.  4,  Chaharb&gh,  plate  vi.  and  Kohwit  in  Wardak,  p.  118).  The 
object  of  these  is  not  apparent,  yet  they  must  have  some  meaning.  I  believe  such 
passages  are  found  in  the  Pyramids  of  Egypt,  and,  what  may  be  more  to  our  purpose, 
in  the  Buddhist  monuments  of  Ceylon. "J 


AKT.Tiii.]  ARCH.SSOLOGY   OF  TOPES.  175 

lower  deposits  of  the  two  Maniky&la  topes  to  some  open  periods 
not  far  removed  from  the  Christian  era,  and,  preferentially, 
before,  rather  than  after,  that  epoch.  The  mixed  and  discordant 
numismatic  specimens  associated  in  the  deposits  discovered 
higher  up  in  the  line  of  the  centre  of  the  larger  tope,*  coiild  afford 
no  trustworthy  data,  unless  it  were  to  check  the  period  of  the 
latest  exhibition  and  re-inhumation  of  whatever  composed  the 
leading  object  of  veneration  among  the  contents  that  were 
liable  to  be  added  to  at  each  inspection.* — E.T.] 


^  r  I  regret  that  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  an  authentic  and  exact  dra^wing  of 
the  Maniky&la  tope.  The  only  published  representation  of  this  structure  is  to  be 
found  in  Elphinstone's  *  Caubul/  (London,  1842) ;  but  the  lithograph  is  confessed  to 

have  been  taken  **  from  a  drawing  made  at  Poona fi-om  sketches  made  by 

different  gentlemen  on  the  day  after  our  visit  to  Maunicyaula.  In  such  circumstances, 
minute  accuracy  cannot  be  en>ected ;  but  the  general  idea  conveyed  by  the  drawing 
is,  I  think,  correct,"  i.  p.  108.J 

2  [  I  cannot  allow  these  cursory  references  to   the  Archseology  of  Topes  to 

Cfrom  under  my  hand  without  placing  on  record  more  at  large  than  ^nsep 
done  at  p.  166,  the  earliest  contribution  to  our  modem  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
J'ect,  in  an  account  of  the  discovery  of  two  urns  in  the  vicinity  of  Benares,  by 
Tonathan  Duncan,  [who  forwards  to  the  Bengal  Asiatic  Society  at  the  same  time] 
"  a  stone  and  a  marble  vessel,  found  the  one^  within  the  other,  in  Jan.  1794,  by 
the  people  employed  by  Baboo  Juggut  Sing  in  dig^^ing  for  stones  from  the  subter- 
raneous materials  of  some  extensive  and  ancient  buildmgs  in  the  vicinity  of  a  temple 
called  Samauth,  at  the  distance  of  about  four  miles  to  the  northward  of  the  present 
city  of  Benares.  In  tiie  innermost  of  these  cases  (which  were  discovered  after  (Ugging 
to  the  depth  of  eighteen  hauts,  or  cubits,  under  the  surface,  were  found  a  few  human 
bones,  that  were  committed  to  the  Ganges,  and  some  decayed  pearls,  gold  leaves,  and 
other  jewels  of  no  value  ....  I  am  myself  inclined  [to  conclude]  that  the  bones 
found  in  these  urns  must  belong  to  some  of  the  worshippers  of  Buddha,  a  set  of  Ind^ 
heretics,  who,  having  no  reverence  for  the  Granges,  used  to  deposit  their  remains  in 
the  earth,  instead  of  conmiitting  them  to  that  river;  a  surmise  that  seems  strongly 
corroborated  by  the  circumstance  of  a  statute  or  idol  of  Buddha  having  been  found  in 
the  same  place  under  ground,  and  on  the  same  occasion  with  the  discoverv  of  the  urns 
in  question,"  Asiatic  Ite»earehesy  v.,  132 ;  (London  Edit.  1790.) — See  furuier  remarks, 
J.  Wilford,  Asiatic  Betearehea,  z.  131.] 
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ART.  IX.— FUETHER  NOTES  AND  DRAWINGS 
OF  BACTRIAN  AND  INDO-SCYTHIC  COINS. 


[  On  reading  over  this  article  preparatory  to  republication, 
I  have  felt  some  difficulty  as  to  the  best  method  of  adapting  it 
to  the  advanced  knowledge  exhibited  in  Prinsep's  more  recent 
essays,  and  equally  some  reserve  in  disfiguring  it  with  frequent 
emendations  incident  to  the  progress  since  achieved  by  others 
in  this  department  of  palaDographic  research.  At  the  same 
time  I  have  been  anxious  to  delay  entering  on  any  general 
review  of  the  subject,  till  I  could  concentrate  such  information 
as  I  have  to  impart  imder  one  heading,  when  following  up  the 
thread  of  my  author's  latest  and  most  mature  revision  of  the 
Bactrian  alphabet  under  Art.  XXI.  I  have  therefore  adopted 
the  compromise  of  reproducing  the  paper  in  its  original  form, 
though  in  reduced  type,  uncommented  upon  and  uncorrected  in 
its  text,  except  in  so  far  as  appeared  absolutely  necessary 
for  the  proper  exhibition  of  the  coin  legends,  which  have 
been  reprinted  literatim,  with  the  latest  accepted  readings 
appended  in  Eoman  type  and  enclosed  within  the  brackets  I 
have  throughout  employed  to  mark  my  own  interpolations.^ 
An  inconvenience,  inseparable  from  this  course,  however,  may  be 
felt  from  my  having  to  remove  the  plate  of  Alphabets,  together 
with  the  illustrative  series  of  type  characters,  to  their  more 
suitable  position  in  connection  with  the  concluding  summary 
towards  the  end  of  this  volume. 
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The  publisber  of  this  work — ^in  accordance  with  my  own 
first  impressions  on  the  subject — ^had  designed  to  illustrate 
its  pages  with  Bactrian  type,  corresponding  with  that  originally 
employed  by  Prinsep.  To  this  intent,  a  fount  (supposed  to  be 
based  upon  Prinsep's  models)  was  procured  from  Vienna,  but, 
on  examination,  was  at  once  seen  to  be  faulty  in  the  forms  of  its 
characters,  and  deficient  in  most  of  the  requisite  simple  letters 
and  combinations.  To  complete  the  alphabet,  and  to  supply  the 
manifest  deficiencies,  would  have  occupied  much  time,  and 
have  led  to  a  greatly  enhanced  outlay.  It  became,  therefore,  a 
question  as  to  how  far  any  actual  necessity  existed  for  the  use 
of  these  types,  and  I  myself,  on  re-consideration  and  more 
practical  and  definite  understanding  of  the  value  of  these  forms, 
and  the  object  that  existed  for  their  insertion  in  the  text,  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  will  be  even  better  without 
them.  It  is  true,  that,  for  those  who  would  speU  over  each 
medal's  legend  by  its  counterpart  transcript  in  the  body  of  the 
text,  some  gain  might  be  anticipated  from  the  employment  of 
characters  but  little  modified  from  the  originals ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  the  complete  series  of  Bactrian 
coins  presents  us  with  many  varieties  and  modifications  of  one 
and  the  same  letter,  and  what  might  be  valuable  and  an  aid  in 
one  place,  would  be  detrimental  and  obstructive  in  another. 
Add  to  this  the  very  limited  number  of  the  entire  range  of 
titles,  which  recur  in  mere  mechanical  repetition,  and  the  fact 
that  each  king's  name  will  have  to  be  considered  in  detail  under 
its  separate  orthography,  and  hence,  that  both  these  enquiries 
might  be  more  effectually  and  compactly  disposed  of  in  one  com- 
prehensive note,  rather  than  be  left  to  be  developed  in  com- 
paratively isolated  positions,  amid  the  detached  comments  on 
particular  coins  scattered  at  hazard  imder  the  various  explana- 
tions of  the  plates  in  which  they  are  severally  figured. 

Prinsep's  early  papers,  however  meritorous  in  their  first  pro- 
duction, and  however  interesting  as  a  record  of  his  progress, 
were  clearly  superseded  by  his  later  and  more  mature  investi-i 
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gations;  and,  necessarily,  even  those  very  admirable  researches 
have  been  improved  upon  by  the  writers  of  mark  and  extensive 
learning,  who  have  reviewed  his  occajsional  notes  during  the  nine- 
teen years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  last  of  the  suite  was  put  to 
press.  This  is  especially  the  case  with  the  Bactrian  section  of 
Indian  ntunismatics,  which,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  possessed 
an  interest  for  the  classic  scholars  of  the  west,  which  our  purely 
local  coins  obviously  failed  to  secure.  Hence  it  has  been  deter- 
mined to  limit  the  exhibition  of  Bactrian  type  in  this  paper  to 
simple  letters  or  such  limited  combinations  as  the  due  exemplifi- 
cation of  orthography  may  from  time  to  time  demand. — ^E.  T.] 

Various  causes  have  prevented  the  continuaDce  of  my  imperfect  notes  on  the 
numerous  and  highly  curious  coins  which  have  passed  under  my  inspection,  since  I 
last  ventured  my  observations  on  the  Kanerkos  and  Eadphises  g^oup,  as  connected 
with  the  ManikyUa  tope.  Want  of  leisure  to  attempt  the  engraving  of  so  many 
plates,  and  the  desire  to  profit  by  a  farther  collection,  of  which  I  had  received  notice 
from  Shekh  Ear&mat  'Ali,  but  which  has  not  yet  reached  me,  were  among  the 
principal  causes  of  my  dilatoriness.  Some  little  deference,  however,  was  also  due  to 
many  of  my  subscribers,  who  complained  that  I  was  deluging  them  with  old  coins. 
Having  at  length  found  time  to  engrave  the  first  six  plates  of  my  proposed  series,  in 
elucidation  of  the  principal  new  coins  of  Dr.  Gerard's,  Ear&mat  'All's,  and  Gen. 
Ventura's  splendid  discoveries,  I  cannot  refrain  from  putting  on  record  the  little  J 
have  to  say  regarding  them ;  the  rather  as  we  may  soon  expect  to  hear  from  Paris  of 
the  reception  Gen.  Ventura's  collection  has  met  from  the  aavan$  of  that  dty,  many  of 
them  so  eminent  in  this  branch  of  inquiry  :  and  we  are,  on  the  other  hand,  expect- 
ing a  fresh  memoir  from  Mr.  Masson,  which  might  anticipate  some  of  the  discoveries 
I  would  fain  claim  for  myself  in  this  fair  and  highly  interesting  game  of  antiquarian 
research.  Little  indeed  can  I  claim  as  my  own,  save  the  labour  of  classifying  the 
coins,  as  they  have  come  down  at  successive  intervals — two  or  three  hundred  frt>m 
Karfimat  'All,  forwarded  through  Capt.  Wade ;  then  as  many  more  frx>m  the  late 
Dr.  Gerard,  brought  down  by  Mohan  L&l,  who  assisted  him  in  procuring  them ;  and 
lastly,  the  rich  spoils  entrusted  by  Gen.  Ventura  to  the  Chev.  Allard  for  conveyance 
to  Paris.  The  careful  examination  of  the  whole  has  brought  to  light  the  names  of 
several  princes  unknown  to  history,  and  some  few  not  included  in  the  very  curious 
and  novel  list  of  Mr.  Masson,  published  in  vol.  iii.  of  the  '  Journal  of  the  Asiatic 
Society  of  Bengal.*  It  has  also  enabled  me  to  appropriate  to  their  right  owners 
many  of  the  coins  of  Lieut.  Bumes  and  other  collectors,  engraved  in  former  plates : 
further,  it  has  furnished  me  a  clue  to  the  Bactrian  form  (if  we  may  so  call  it)  of  the 
Pehlvi  character,  which  is  found  on  the  reverse  of  many  of  these  coins ;  and  lastly, 
it  has  laid  open  a  perfect  link  of  connection  between  what  we  have  hitherto  called 
the  Indo-Scythic  coins,  with  corrupted  Greek  inscriptions,  and  the  Hindti  coins 
attributed  with  reasonable  certainty  to  the  Eanauj  dynasties  immediately  anterior 
to  the  Muhammadan  irruptions  of  the  eleventh  century.  In  a  few  more  years  we 
shall  doubtless  have  the  whole  series,  from  the  time  of  Alexander  downwards,  fully 


ABT.ix.]  THE   BACTRIAN-PEHLVi   ALPHABET.  179 


developed :  at  present,  in  these  detached  notices,  we  can  expect  to  do  no  more  than 
hazard  fresh  conjectures,  and  wipe  ont  former  errors  as  we  advance. 
*  There  are  but  few  authors  to  assist  us  in  our  task,  and  the  passages  from  them 
have  been  so  often  repeated,  that  it  will  be  unnecessary  again  to  quote  them.  Neither 
Bayer's  work  nor  De  Sac/s  are  in  our  library:  but,  I  have  to  thank  Prof.  Wilson  for 
kindly  sending  me  sketches,  made  by  himself,  of  the  Bactrian  coins  depicted  in  the 
former  author,  and  in  Sestini  and  Yisconti,  several  of  which  I  am  able  to  recognise. 
Of  individual  friends,  who  have  favoured  me  with  their  aid  in  frimishing  specimens 
and  information,  I  cannot  omit  mentioning  Capt.  Wade,  Dr.  Swiney,  and  Col.  Stacy: ' 
the  services  of  the  latter  numismatologist  will  be  more  fully  appreciated  when  we 
come  to  talk  of  HindCi  coins.  In  Bactrian,  the  field  is,  of  course,  less  open  to  collectors 
on  this  side  the  Satlaj  ;  yet  not  a  few  very  fine  coins  have  been  picked  up,  even  within 
the  limits  so  successfully  run  over  by  Col.  Tod  himself. 

The  coins  of  the  two  first  princes  of  Bactria,  by  name  Theodotus  I.  and  II.  are 
yet  unknown ;  perhaps  they  never  struck  money,  but  were  content  with  the  Syrian 
currency  then  prevalent.'  "With  Euthydemus  begins  our  collection— a  purely  Grecian 
coinage,  bearing  only  Greek  inscriptions,  and,  as  far  as  hitherto  known,  all  of  silver. 
The  coins  of  Demetrius  are  more  rare,  but  equally  beautiful  with  those  of  his  pre- 
decessor, and  supposed  father.  Heliocles,  the  prince  introduced  on  the  authority 
of  Visconti,  will,  I  think,  turn  out  to  be  our  Agathocles.  With  Menander  begins  the 
system  of  native  legends  on  the  reverse,  which  is  followed  up  without  intermission 
throughout  the  whole  series  to  the  barbarous  Eadphises.  Some  only  of  the  coins  of 
Eucratides  have  a  Pehlvi  legend,  as  will  be  hereafter  explained. 

As  the  majority  of  the  coins  now  to  be  introduced  have  these  native  legends  on  the 
reverse,  it  will  better  enable  us  to  describe  them  if  we  begin  by  explaining  what  we 
have  been  able  to  make  of  the  alphabet  of  this  native  language :  which,  from  its 
marked  difference  from  other  types  of  the  same  character,  I  have  ventured  to  term 
Bactrian-Pchlvi. 

Mr.  Masson  first  pointed  out,  in  a  note  addressed  to  myself,  through  the  late  Dr. 
Gerard,  the  Pehlvi  signs  which  he  had  found  to  stand  for  the  words  MENANAPOT, 
AnOAAOAOTOT,  EPMAIOT,  BASIAEXIS,  and  SflTHPOS.  When  a  supply  of  coins 
came  into  my  own  hands,  sufficiently  legible  to  pursue  the  inquiry,  I  soon  verified  the 
accuracy  of  his  observation ;  found  the  same  signs,  with  slight  variation,  constantly  to 
recur ;  and  extended  the  series  of  words  thus  authenticated,  to  the  names  of  twelve 
kings,  and  to  six  titles  or  epithets.  It  immediately  struck  me  that  if  the  genuine 
Greek  names  were  faithfully  expressed  in  the  unknown  character,  a  clue  would, 
through  them,  be  formed  to  unravel  the  value  of  a  portion  of  the  alphabet,  which 
might,  in  its  turn,  be  applied  to  the  translated  epithets  and  titles,  and  thus  lead  to  a 
knowledge  of  the  language  employed.  Incompetent  as  I  felt  myself  to  this  investi- 
gation, it  was  too  seductive  not  to  lead  me  to  a  humble  attempt  at  its  solution. 

In  plate  xii.  are  contained  the  whole  of  these  corresponding  legends,  Greek  and 
Pehlvi,  collated  from  a  very  numerous  collection,  and  deemed  to  be  of  sufficient 
authenticity  to  be  assumed  as  the  data  of  this  inquiry.  At  the  risk  of  being  thought 
tedious,  I  will  proceed  to  detail,  letter  by  letter,  the  authority  upon  which  each 
member  of  the  new  alphabet  is  supported. 

1  Of  Indian  coins,  my  list  of  donors  would  be  considerably  swelled;  but  it  would 
be  too  like  ostentation  to  enumerate  them  in  t&is  place. 

2  [  It  will  be  seen  that,  since  this  was  written,  several  coins  of  Diodotus  have  been 
discovered :  antey  p.  26.] 
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(1)  9  A-  No  less  than  four  names,  yiz.,  Apollodotns,  AntimachuB,  Antilakides, 
and  Azo8,  commence  with  the  Greek  alpha^  which  in  all  four  cases  is  represented  hy 
the  Pehlvi  character  %  To  this,  therefore,  there  can  be  no  reasonable  hesitation  ill 
ascribing  the  value  of  the  initial  a  or  alif,  although  it  will  be  seen  presently  that  there 
is  another  a  more  conformable  with  the  ordinary  Pehlvi.  It  must  be  remarked  that 
the  present  letter  only  occurs  at  the  beginning  of  words.  [9  »  ^  «.] 

(2)  If  #.  Two  names,  Ermaios  and  Eucratides,  begin  with  the  eptilon^  and  are 
found  in  the  Pehlyl  to  have  the  initial  ff ;  this,  on  consideration,  may  be  a  variation  of 
the  initial  vowel  above  given,  to  endue  it  with  the  sound  of  «.  Another  form  of  the 
same  letter,  7),  occurs  in  one  or  two  cases,  expressing  u;  but  the  examples  of  these 
being  too  few  to  inspire  certainty,  I  merely  throw  out  the  remark  as  a  conjecture  of 
analogy  with  the  application  of  the  initial  alif  of  the  Persian.  [  y  =  1(  e.] 

(3)  'J>  0,  The  next  circumstance  of  note  is,  that  every  word,  without  any  excep- 
tion, ends  in  the  letter  T,  sometimes  written  5^.  The  latter  may  pcrhiqw  be  called 
the  finished  or  capital  character,  bearing  an  analogy  to  the  Devanftgari  letter,  which 
is  completed  by  a  stroke  on  the  top,  as  this  is  by  one  below  :  for  we  shall  find  that 
most  of  the  other  letters  admit  of  the  same  addition.  T|  then,  I  have  supposed  to 
represent  the  terminal  H  A  of  the  Hebrew ;  or  the  short  o-mieron  of  the  Greek,  chiefly 
because  I  find  it  upon  the  later  series  of  coins  bearing  native  words  in  Greek  charac- 
ters, which  I  described  in  my  last  essay,  p.  129 ;  that  every  word  there  ended  in  o : 
and,  as  I  then  remarked,  M.  Bumouf  explains  that  sound,  in  the  Zend,  to  be  the 
constant  representative  of  the  masculine  nominative  termination  of  the  Sanskrit  a$, 
or  Greek  m.*  The  letter  o  never  occurs  in  the  middle  of  a  word,  as  far  at  least  as 
my  experience  proves.  Some  resemblance  exists  between  it  and  the  Zend  o ;  but  no 
letter  in  the  known  Pehlvi  alphabets  can  be  compared  with  it.  [  T  =  9  <.] 

(4)  W  or  y  m.  Of  this  letter  we  have  three  examples ;  one,  initial,  in  Menandrou; 
two,  medial,  in  Ermaiou  and  Antimaehou :  there  can  be  no  doubt  therefore  of  its 
being  equivalent  to  m,  although  it  differs  essentially  from  all  the  recognised  forms  of 
this  letter  in  the  Pehlvi  alphabets  of  sculptures  and  coins.  It  should  be  remarked, 
however,  that,  in  the  case  of  Menandrou^  it  is  affected  with  a  vowel  mark,  U; ;  which, 
for  reasons  afterwards  to  be  brought  forward,  I  suppose  to  be  the  short  %  or  ktura. 
Sometimes  a  dot  is  seen  under  this  letter,  which  may  have  the  power  of  some  other 
vowel,  probably  the  short  a.  [  v^  =  ^  w.] 

(5)  ^  «,  y,  or  y.  This  letter  occurs  in  Azou^  'PA^,  and  in  Ermaiou^'VAKJX^  • 
wherein  it  represents  the  sound  of  z  and  of  y.  It  is  analogous  therefore  to  the 
Sanskrit  Jf,  which  is  pronounced  both  as/  and  y.  The  Greek  and  the  Hebrew  have 
only  the  letter  e  for  the  former  sound.  Nothing  like  this  letter  is  found  in  the  otlier 
Pehlvi  alphabets,  in  the  same  position.   [^  =  ^  y.] 

(6)  h  P'  Of  this,  two  examples  are  found ;  oueinApollcdoUm,  1pnLHh9;  the 
other  in  J^hUoxenoUy  ^(^-flh ,  where  it  probably  stands  in  lieu  of  ttie  aspirated  p, 

(7)  {,  n.  Of  this  letter  we  find  instances  in  Menandrou,  "pl^^  (.^Minano),  and  in 
the  example  of  FhUoxmou  last  cited.  There  are  others  less  decided,  and  some  un- 
certainty prevails,  through  the  apparent  substitution  occasionally  of  an  /  for  an  n. 
The  Pehlvi  alphabet  of  sculptures  has  nearly  the  same  form  of  «.  [(  =  1|f  «.] 

(8)  "H}  *^i  L)  ^1  ^1  *^*    In  the  Chaldaic,  and  its  derivative  alphabets,  so 

1  <*  Dans  Ics  anciens  manuscrits  Zend,  6  final  repr^scnto  la  syllabc  Sancrite  as ; 
comme  en  Pali  et  en  Pr&crit,  .  .  .  ,V6  long  sc  trouve  d' ordinaire  &  la  fin  d'un  mot." 
— Obt.  BUT  la  Gramm.  de  Bopp^  par  M.  Eug.  Bumouf. 
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mach  similitade  exists  between  the  characters  representing  kj  b,  <f,  and  r,  that  it  is 
sometimes  difficult  to  distinguish  them.  On  the  earlier  and  more  perfect  coins  before 
us,  this  difficulty  is  much  increased  by  the  circumstance  of  the  dies  having  been  cut  by 
Greek  artists,  who  were  in  all  probability  ignorant  of  the  PchlvS  tongue,  and  who 
therefore  must  hare  copied  carelessly  from  imperfect  samples  furnished  by  their  native 
underlings.  We  have,  in  our  own  copper  coinage,  similar  and  notorious  examples  of 
the  N6gari  character  so  badly  executed  that  few  even  in  the  present  day  could  certify 
the  letters  intended.  In  the  more  recent  coins,  and  in  proportion  as  the  Greek 
deteriorates,  the  Pehlvl  improves ;  and  our  best  examples  arc  deriyed  firom  the  coins  of 
the  unknown  AZOX  Guided  by  these,  rather  than  by  the  strict  analogy  of  the 
Ghaldaic,  I  would  venture  to  appropriate  *-i  to  jfc;  'tL  and  >  to  rf;  T,  and  oo  to  r.  As 
far,  howeyer,  as  examples  go,  \  or  1  seems  to  stand  indifferently  for  the  two  former, 
and  for  t  likewise !  Thus  in  the  two  last  syllables  of  Eueraiidouy  we  find  "Pl^  •  • 
(  .  .  /«fo  ?)  In  the  same  of  ApoUodotauy  we  have  T*nL  .  .  and  TP^ll  (.  .  dato  ?)  In 
AfUUakidou^  CP'l'h  •  0  the  place  of  Jt  is  assumed  by  a  letter  different  from  any  hitherto 
found  as  such,  and  more  like  that  which  we  have  on  slender  grounds  set  down  as  an  «. 
"h  may  be  the  k  affected  by  a  vowel  mark,  or  with  an  r,  as  it  occurs  also  in  Eucratidou. 

It  is  only  conventionally,  therefore,  that  I  shaU  in  future  reserve 

(8)  ^  for  *  (and  perhaps  y).  [*-i  =  7f  i.] 

(9)  1  or  i>  for  d  (sometimes  misused  for  t  ?). 
(10)  1  or  or.  for  r.    [-^^^-^^r.] 

The  same  confusion  will  be  perceived  in  the  uppermost  of  the  Naksh-i  Rustam 
inscriptions  in  Eer  Porter's  'Travels,'  the  most  faithful  representation  of  those 
antiquities  which  we  possess.  Many  reasons  would  induce  me  to  suppose  this 
alphabet  to  be  the  same  as  ours,  the  ky  /,  d,  and  r  arc  so  nearly  aUied ;  but  the  m 
forbids  their  union. 

(11)  \  and  H  '•  Here  again  is  a  perplexing  case :  the  latter  occupies  the  place  of 
/,  in  ApoUodotou,  Lytum^  AeiliwUf  AntUakidou  :  but  the  former  occurs  in  the  word 
for  *  king '  'P^l'llW  malakdo,  passim.  It  might  be  an  A,  and  the  latter  word  "PHlXU 
mahardo ;  but  of  this  we  shall  have  to  say  more  anon :  at  present,  I  am  constrained  to 
preserve  both  forms  under  the  head  of  /.  [  ^  —  W  ^^  \  —  V  ^O 

(12)  ^  /.  This  letter  occurs  on  no  coins  but  those  bearing  on  the  reverse  the 
Greek  ^ ;  as  Eadphises,  Pherroe,  etc.  It  resembles  considerably  the  common  Pehlvi 
form  of  Pf  and  is  only  seen  on  the  latest  groups  of  coins ;  but  it  is  common  on  the 
inscriptions  of  the  cylinders  found  in  the  Topes  by  Ghev.  Ventura  and  M.  Court,  and 
has  there  frequently  a  foot-stroke,  straight  or  curved,  as  in  the  ^  above  noted. 

(13)  ot  p?  Whether  this  letter,  which  appears  only  on  the  later  coins  of  our 
series,  in  connections  yet  unread,  be  a  mis-shapen  variety  of  the/,  is  hard  to  say.  It 
is  precisely  the  p  of  the  known  Pehlvl,  and  if  inverted,  forms  the  m  of  the  same 
alphabet. 

(14)  *)•  i.  This  letter  rests  on  slight  foundation ;  namely,  the  penultimate  of 
Atiliaou.  It  is,  however,  very  similar  to  the  Arabico-Persic-Pehlvi  $  on  the 
Sassanian  coins,  given  in  the  table  of  alphabets  in  Lichtenstein's  'Tentamen 
PalieographisB  Assyrio-persicse.'  [  'D  ss  If  ah,"] 

(15)  ^1  and  ^  d.  This  letter  has  so  strong  a  likeness  to  the  Hebrew  ^  ain^  that  I 
have  been  tempted  at  once  to  assign  it  to  the  sound  of  broad  a,  without  any  positive 
example  in  any  of  the  Greek  names  of  princes  to  warrant  it.  Indeed,  the  ain  being 
unknown  in  the  Greek,  it  could  not  naturally  express  any  member  of  that  alphabet  in 


182  THE   BACTRIAN-PEHLVI   ALPHABET.  [akt.ix. 


the  names  of  Greek  princes,  which  may  account  for  its  ahsence  there ;  hut  in  the 
native  words,  its  use  is  almost  constant,  and  it  frequently  precedes  Y^,  forming  the 
diphthong  do^  so  prevalent  in  Zend  words.  It  is  moreover  identical  in  form  with  the 
a  of  the  sculptured  Pehlvl  inscriptions  in  Persia.  No  instance  occurs  of  its  heginning 
a  word.  [\|  «^/] 

Several  other  letters  are  met  with,  for  which  counterparts  in  Greek  cannot  he  so 
easily  assigned.  Some  seem  to  he  mere  variations  of  form ;  hut  the  knowledge  of 
them  will  be  essential  before  the  writing  on  the  cylinder  can  be  deciphered. 

(16)  ^  seems  to  terminate  words,  and  may  therefore  be  equivalent  to  ^.  On 
the  coin, 'pi.  xviii.,  9,  the  combination  t  |>(p  occurs,  which  bears  a  strong  resemblance 
to  the  word  malak,  as  written  in  the  ordinary  form  of  Pehlvi ;  but  if  the  two 
languages  were  exhibited  on  one  coin,  the  distinction  would  have  been  more  marked. 

(17)  £.,  in  some  cases,  seems  a  badly  written  *i :  in  others,  it  takes  the  place  of 
(  » ;  as  in  "p^i,^  mitMno.  In  some  examples  it  would  be  best  explained  as  a  vowel, 
as  in  the  first  syllable  of  Eueratidou  .  .  .  .  J.^>  ^^  ioun^  written  .  .  .  .  3  f  ;  and 
both  these  forms  approach  that  of  the  Pehlvi  vowels  «  and  «.  [  *^=  ^  ?  ] 

(18)  H\.  This  letter  may  naturally  be  supposed  to  be  a  variation  in  writing  of '♦i, 
which  I  have  imagined  to  be  the  letter  A,  or  J,  affected  with  the  vowel-mark  i ;  but 
so  many  examples  may  be  shewn  in  which  they  represent  t  or  ^t^  that  perhaps  both 
forms  should  he  properly  given  to  that  letter.  [^^  =  fj|  /»,  and  H\  =  IjpA.] 

(19)  f .  This  letter  constantly  occurs  on  the  Fherrou  coins,  and  on  them  only. 
It  may  be  the  Ss  inverted ;  but  as  the  form  T  &lso  occurs  once  on  the  coins,  and  very 
frequently  on  the  cylinders,  it  can  hardly  he  denied  a  distinct  existence.  I  have  no 
authority  for  its  value. 

(20)  %  This  letter  is  found  representing  the  Greek  %  '^  Antimach<m ;  it  has  a 
considerable  Ukeness  to  the  eh  of  the  common  Pehlvi.  [  ^  sb  Igf  hh."] 

(21)  J^.  The  curve  at  the  lower  end  of  the  second  stroke  of  this  letter  alone 
distinguishes  it  from  the  ^,  or  p ;  on  the  cylinders  it  generally  has  the  curve :  the 
tail  is  there  extended  below  the  line,  and  sometimes  looped.  [  V  jnf.] 

(22)  ^  may  be  a  variation  of  the  supposed  «  *)• ;  or  it  may  be  the  k  affected  by  a 
vowel-mark:  it  is  a  common  letter  on  the  cylinders.  Sometimes  the  hook  is 
introduced  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stem,  and  this  form  may  be  a  different 
vowel  affection  of  the  *-i  or  *.  [>i  =  If  X-.] 

(23)  ^ .  This  mark,  which  wears  rather  the  look  of  an  ornament,  is  found  on  the 
coins  having  Hercules  for  the  reverse,  and  on  them  only.  I  should  not  have  included 
it  among  the  letters,  had  it  not  so  closely  resembled  the  Arabioo-Persic  form  of  a, 
depicted  in  Lichtenstein's  table.  He  there  states  it  to  belong  to  the  Sassanian  coins, 
but  I  have  not  remarked  it  on  any  that  I  have  examined,  either  in  books  or  cabinets. 

(24)  n.  This  letter  may  be  a  variety  of  a,  or  it  may  be  a  distinct  letter.  On  the 
cylinders  it  has  a  tall  stroke  in  the  centre  ( |^) ;  taking  the  appearance  of  an  inverted 
trident  I  should  have  been  inclined  to  pronounce  it  m  or  y«,  had  I  not  already^ 
appropriated  A  to  this  syllabic  form,   [n  ^  '^  f.] 

I  need  not  say  that  all  the  above  explanations  are  open  to  correction ;  and  I  folly 
expect  that,  before  the  end  of  the  year,  the  learned  -members  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of 
Paris,  who  have  now  before  their  eyes  the  coins  whence  most  of  my  data  have  been 
derived,  with  all  that  I  had  ventured  to  guess  upon  them  communicated  by  letter. 
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will  have  deyeloped  the  wholo  alphabet  with  an  accuracy  not  to  be  attained  ex- 
cept through  a  previous  knowledge  of  the  ancient  languages  of  Parthia  and 
Ariana. 

The  only  types  of  the  Pehlvl  character,  which  which  we  can  institute  a  com- 
parison of  the  above  alphabet,  are  those  derived  from  the  imperfectly-deciphered 
coins  of  the  Sassanian  dynasty  of  Persian  monarchs ;  and  the  inscriptions  on  the 
sculptures  at  Kaksh-i  Kustam,  Naksh-i  Eajab,  and  the  T&k-i  bost&n.  These  are 
attributed  to  the  same  period,  on  the  certain  authority  of  the  names  of  fi&bak,  his  son 
Ardashir,  and  grandson  Sh&piir,  found  not  only  in  the  PehlvS,  but  also  in  the  Greek 
version,  which  fortunately  accompanies  some  of  the  inscriptions.  The  Baron  de  Sacy, 
to  whose  *  M6moires  sur  Ics  divers  Antiquites  de  la  Perse,'  the  learned  world  was  in- 
debted for  the  restoration  of  these  valuable  monuments  of  antiquity,  was  only  able  to 
deal  with  one  form  of  the  Pehlvi,  namely,  that  situated  below  the  Greek  (see  Eer  Porter, 
ii.,  652) :  for  the  inscriptions  are  generally  trilingual ;  the  version  above  the  Greek 
being  more  rude  than  the  other,  and  hai-ing  a  striking  resemblance  to  the  Chaldaic. 
Ker  Porter  transcribes  one  or  two  portions  of  the  upper  inscriptions  in  Hebrew ;  and 
informs  us  that  Be  Sacy  always  found  this  character  had  the  same  meaning  as  the 
Hebrew,  when  transcribed  letter  for  letter.  This  author  has  given  in  pi.  xv.,  vol.  i. 
of  his  '  Travels,'  a  fine  fac-simile  in  the  two  languages  of  the  Naksh-i  Rustam  text, 
which  had  not  yet  been  deciphered  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  his  work.  A 
considerable  portion  of  the  members  of  our  alphabet  occur  precisely  in  the  right  hand 
version  of  this  transcript ;  such  as  9,  ^»  T,>  \>  ^»  h,  W)  5»  Ms>  etc. :  butfor  wantof 
a  perfect  alphabet,  or  of  a  Roman  version  of  the  inscription,  no  comparison  can  yet  be 
made.  The  learned  Lichtenstein,  in  his  dissertation  on  the  arrow-headed  character, 
has  furnished  a  plate  of  all  the  varieties  of  Pehlvi  and  Zend,  as  known  in  his  time, 
from  the  travels  of  Niebuhr,  etc.  By  way  of  exhibiting  the  analogy  which  exists 
between  these  and  our  new  character,  I  have  carefully  set  them  in  comparison,  in 
pi.  xi.,^  taking  Lichtenstein* s  imperfect  alphabet  of  what  he  designates  the  Arabico- 
Persic  Zend,  as  the  only  avaikble  one  of  this  type.  The  Pehlvi  inscription  alphabet 
I  have  taken  from  Ker  Porter's  fac-similcs ;  and  the  Pehlvi  of  coins,  from  plates  of 
coins  in  Marsden,  Ker  Porter,  Hyde,  etc.,  and  from  actual  coins;  but  in  most  of 
the  latter  that  I  have  seen,  the  letters  are  so  very  indistinctly  formed,  that  it  is  quite 
impossible  to  read  them ;  and,  indeed,  most  of  the  attempts  hitherto  made  have  failed 
to  pass  the  common  titles:  the  names  are  very  obscure.  A  reflection  here  forces 
itself  that,  if  the  coins  of  the  Sassanian  dynasty  were  so  illegible,  we  need  not  be 
surprised  at  equal  or  greater  difficulties  attending  those  of  the  Bactrian  princes. 

In  the  sixth  column  I  have  inserted,  at  random,  such  of  the  letters  on  the 
cylinders,  as  approach  in  appearance  to  the  coin  types.  No  reliance,  however,  must 
be  placed  on  this  allocation,  until  a  reading  has  been  effected  of  some  portion.  It  is 
only  intended  to  show  that  the  characters  of  the  cylinders  and  coins  are  identical  in 
their  nature. 

In  the  last  column  I  have  added  the  Zend  alphabet,  as  restored  with  so  much 
ability  by  M.  Bumouf.  It  has  a  few  points  of  accordance  with  the  Pehlvi ;  but  the 
genius  of  it  follows  rather  the  Sanskrit  type;  and  the  constant  expression  of  the 

^  [<Jour.  As.  Soc.  Bengal,'  iv.,  1835.  I  have  superseded  this  ^late  by  one 
more  suitable  to  the  present  stage  of  our  knowledge  of  the  subject.  This  engraving, 
wi  I  have  already  intmiated,  will  be  reserved  for  tne  illustration  of  Art.  XXl.    The 

f)late  numbered  xii.  is,  however,  retained  to  mark  its  due  position  in  Prinsep's 
ist] 
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vowelfi,  long  and  short,  distinguishes  it  essentially  finom  the  alphabets  of  Semitic 
origin.* 

Haying  thus  completed  onr  survey  of  the  characters  foond  on  the  Bactrian  coins, 
and  on  the  curious  inscriptions  extracted  from  the  Topes  (in  which  latter,  however, 
we  must  expect  to  find  such  deviations  from  caligraphy  as  a  written  text  natnraUy 
exhibits),  let  us  now  apply  our  uncertain  knowledge,  with  circumspection,  to  the 
various  names  and  titles  on  the  coins  themselves,  and  see  how  they  may  be  read  in 
Roman  characters. 

Plate  xii.  contains  them  all  arranged, — first,  according  to  the  full  inscriptions ; 
secondly,  with  the  names  and  titles  separated.  From  what  has  been  said  above,  I 
would  venture  thus  to  express  the  names  of  the  Greek  sovereigns  in  Roman  letters. 

ApoUodotou,  Apaladado;  Antilakidou,  Atikalikado;  Antimachou,  Atimeeho\ 
Aeou,  Jjo  or  Ayo ;  Azilisoo,  Jjiliso ;  Encratidou,  Eukratido ;  Ermaiou,  Ermayo ; 
Menandrou,  Minano  or  Midano;  Philoxenou,  Palatino  or  Fdtakino\  Lysiou, 
LUatOj  or  Litato  ?    Nonou,  TJlalido }     dnadpherrou,  Fareto  nanado }  * 

It  must  be  confessed  that  many  of  these  are  highly  unsatisfactory,  especially  the 
last  three.    The  name  of  Kadphises  is  omitted,  as  being  still  more  indistinct. 

Turning  now  to  the  titles  and  epithets,  it  docs  not  seem  difficult  to  recognise  the 
same  appellation  for  *  king,'  and  *  king  of  kings,'  as  is  read  on  the  sculptured  inscrip- 
tions at  Naksh-i  Rustam,  and  on  the  Sassanian  coins ; — maiako  and  malukao-mdlako 
(for  fnalakdn-maiakd).  When  another  epithet  is  introduced,  such  as  *  the  great 
king  of  kings,'  it  is  found  interposed  between  the  words  malakao  and  mai€^. 
The  same  form  of  expression  exists  in  the  Hebrew,  1inK*T  feO70  fe(3131K370, 
'  rex  maximue  rex  Aaeyruie.*  Every  one  will  remark  the  close  resemblance  of  this 
expression  with  our  text;  as  well  as  of  K37D  (feO^D— the  Pehlvi  title  of  the 
Persian  sculptures—with  "Fn \W  '!P5l'n\0 ;  the  terminations  only  being  different, 
as  might  be  expected  in  a  different  dialect.  But,  if  the  language  of  our  coins  be 
Zend,  the  word  mtUk^  'king,'  should  not  be  expected  in  it ;  especially  when  we  after- 
wards find  it  replaced  by  rao  and  ra4)  nana  raOj  on  the  Eanerkos  coins.  It  was 
this  circumstance  that  led  me  to  imagine  the  reading  might  b«  mahardo ;  but  the 
combination  mahardo^mahard  is  inadmissible,  and  overthrows  the  conjecture. 

Pass  we  now  to  the  next  title  of  most  common  occurrence,  'Fn*l1,  or  ^P'llT. 
2ATHPOS,  '  the  Saviour.'  By  our  system,  this  must  be  rendered  either  rakakoy 
radako,  or  radado.  Now  the  first  of  these  three  forms  is  precisely  what  might  be 
expected  to  be  the  Zend  reading  of  the  Sanskrit  word  \^qi,  rakthaka^  <  saviour,' 
and  that  alone  is  a  strong  argument  in  favour  of  its  adoption  as  the  true  reading  of 
the  term. 

The  title,  MEFAAOT  BA21AEfi:E,  first,  we  arc  told,  assumed  by  Eucratides,  belongs  to 
BO  many  of  his  successors,  that  we  have  no  difficulty  in  finding  the  exact  version  of  the 
term  in  the  Pehlvi.  There  are,  however,  decidedly  two  readings  of  it ;  one,  'P5l'n'TJl'n> 
the  other  'pUi'-il'l)  ^^  ^^  omission  of  the  duplicated  letter  in  the  centre.  The 
obvious  rendering  of  these  two  expressions  would  be  kdk-kdo  and  kdkdo.  But  I  find 
in  M.  Bumoufs  '  Commentaire,*  that  the  Zend  word  for  '  great '  is  tnaz^  from  the 
Sanskrit  mahdy  to  which  our  term  has  no  resemblance  whatever.    It  has  most  simi- 

1  [  In  lieu  of  complicating  the  plate  with  this  alphabet,  I  propose  to  insert  here- 
after (Art.  XXI.)  a  type  series  of  the  Zend  and  such  other  Oriental  Alphabets  as 
may  be  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  special  question  of  Bactrian  palioography.] 

2  [  As  these  have  been,  in  many  instances,  rectified  by  Prinsep  himself,  I  refer  the 
reader  to  his  latest  paper  on  the  subject :  Art.  XXI.] 
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larity  to  the  Tartar  appellation  khdkdn,  common  to  monarchs  of  Bactria  in  later 
days;  and  it  may  not  be  unreasonable  to  a«nime  this  reading,  until  one  more 
plausible  is  discoyered.  At  first  I  was  inclined  to  read  it  ra-rao,  in  conjuction  with 
the  preceding  word  tnahardo,  on  the  strength  of  the  expression  before  alluded  to,  of 
rao  nano  raoy  on  the  Eanerkos  coins ;  but  in  no  example  have  I  found  the  first  letter 
"1  replaced  by  c^.  The  collocation  of  the  letters  is,  again,  exactly  similar  to  those  of 
the  Hebrew  M3111  rabrebay  *•  maximus' ;  but  for  this  reading  we  must  suppose 
il  to  be  a  6,  which  is  contradicted  by  all  other  examples. 

For  ANIKHTOT,  *  the  unconquered,'  we  find  the  terms  apatUoy  and  apatUakOj 
and  for  NIKH^OPOT,  'the  conquest-bearing,'  qfalako  or  qfaiado:  of  neither  of 
these  can  I  attempt  a  solution,  and  the  examples  being  few,  we  cannot  be  yery 
certain  of  their  correctness. 

The. inscription  cut  on  the  silyer  disc  found  in  the  casket  of  the  Maniky&la 
Tope,  [yi.]  (fig.  26,)  may  be  read  TP'h^lfh  TP}J^,  famaro  kamtdako;  the  second 
word,  without  any  yery  great  straining,  might  be  conceiyed  to  be  the  natiye  mode  of 
writing  Kanerko  ;  and  if  this  interpretation  be  allowed,  we  may  indeed  look  upon 
this  tope  as  the  monument  of  that  monarch. 

The  writing  on  the  brass  cylinder  itself  (fig.  20  b  of  the  same  plate),  which  was, 
from  my  ignorance,  inserted  in  the  engraying,  seems  to  consist  of  Bactro-PehM 
charactos,  which,  rendered  in  Roman  letters,  would  be  kad  . .  malapo^  far  kamana 
papakOj  the  purport  of  which  I  must  leaye  uninterpreted :  nor  will  I  endeayour  to 
forestal  the  ingenuity  of  others  by  any  crude  attempt  to  conyert  into  Roman  letters 
the  longer  inscriptions  giyen  by  Mr.  Masson,  from  the  Jal&l&b&d  cylinder  [yi.],  and 
by  M.  Court,  from  the  stone  slab  of  another  Maniky&la  tope  (Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng., 
yol.  iii.,  pi.  xxxiii.)  I  haye  already  remarked  that  this  latter  inscription  con- 
tains, yery  legibly,  in  the  second  line,  the  word  malakdOf  identical  with  the  royal 
designation  so  common  upon  the  coins. 

It  is  now  time  to  turn  our  attention  to  the  coins  themselyes,  whence  our  data  for 
the  construction  of  the  Bactro-FehM  alphabet  haye  been  deriyed.  Of  these  I  need 
do  little  more  than  furnish  a  few  notes  of  reference  to  the  accompanying  six  plates, 
in  which  I  haye  brought  down  the  series  of  selected  specimens  frx>m  Euthydemus  to 
Eadaphes  Choranoe,  a  name  so  nearly  allied  to  Kadphises,  that  the  latter  may  be 
looked  upon  as  its  patronymic ;  while  the  title  that  follows  it  {ehoranos)  coincides 
so  closely  with  what  has  been  already  described  as  existing  on  the  rao  nano  rao 
group  (p.  131),  that  it  would  seem  to  form  the  link  of  connection  between  them  and 
the  coins  which  bear  Pehlyi  legends  on  the  reyerse. 


COINS  WITH  GREEK  INSCRIPTIONS  ONLY. 

With  Euthydemus  of  Magnesia,  who  conquered  Theodotus  II.,  b.o.  220,  com- 
mences our  present  series :  of  his  coinage  I  now  possess  a  medal  in  silyer,  procured 
by  Mohan  L&l,  for  Dr.  Gerard,  near  K&bul.  It  is  superior  in  execution  to  the  fine 
coin  taken  home  by  Lieut.  Bumes.  The  exterior  surface  is  of  a  dark-grey,  like  that 
of  chloride  of  silver. 

EUTHYBBMXTS. 

(pi.  xiii.) 
Pig.  1.  Silyer  tetradrachma,  weight  240  grs. 
Obvbbsb. — Head  of  the  king  in  nieh  relief. 

REysKSB.— Hercules  with  his  club,  seated  on  clouds;  inscription,  BAISIAEAS 
ETeTAHMOT. 
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Fiff.  2.  A  hemidrachma  of  Demetrius,  silrer,  in  the  YentoFa  collectioii ;  a  Terr 
beaatiral  coin,  similar  to  one  depicted  in  Scstini. 

Obvbbsb. — Head  of  the  king,  with  helmet  shaped  like  an  elephant's  skin  and  tusks. 
Rev EBSB.— Hercules  standing :  inscription,  BASL/VEXIS  AHMHTPIOT. 

AOATHOCLBS. 

Fig.  3.  A  silver  coin  of  Afathocles,  in  the  Ventura  collection. 

Obvbbbe. — A  well  executed  head,  with  the  roytd  fillet :  short  curly  hair. 

Revbrsb.— Jupiter  standing,  holding  a  small  female  figure,  having  apparently  a 
fiamheau  in  either  hand :  on  the  sides,  BASIAEAS  ATAeOKAEOTS,  with  a  peculiar 
monogram. 

The  general  appearance  of  the  head,  and  of  the  figure  on  the  reverse,  resemble 
the  unique  coin  of  Heliocles  which  Mr.  Wilson  has  sketched  for  me  from  Yisoonti's 
work.  Should  there  have  been  any  indistinctness  in  the  first  two  letters  of  the 
name  of  that  coin,  we  may  find  reason  to  erase  Heliocles  from  the  Bactrian  monarchy, 
and  to  substitute  Agathocles,  of  whom  Mr.  Masson  has  already  made  known  to  us 
ten  very  peculiar  copper  coins,  (Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.,  iii.,  pi.  ix.  fig.  17.)  The 
inscription  in  Pehlvl  (?)  on  the  reverse  of  those  coins  proves  that  they  belong  to  a 
Bactrian  prince,  and  are  not  to  be  ascribed  to  Alexander's  general  of  the  same  name, 
who  is  nowhere  asserted  to  have  assumed  the  regal  power.  The  name  is  common 
enough.  It  was  in  revenge  for  a  grievous  insult  offered  to  his  family  by  one 
Agathocles,  prefect  of  the  provinces  beyond  the  Euphrates,  under  Antiochns  'Theos, 
(b.  c.  250,)  that  the  Scythian  Arsaces  was  roused  to  establish  independent  dominion 
in  Parthia.  The  same  party  may  have  followed  the  example  of  assuming  the  title  of 
king  in  some  province  of  Bactria.  That  the  coin  does  not  belong  to  Agathocles  of 
Syracuse  I  can  now  assert  with  confidence,  having  before  me  the  most  beautiful 
plates  of  the  coins  of  that  sovereign,  (whose  name  is  always  written  in  the  Doric 
genitive  Affothoeleosj  or  AgathoeUios)  in  the  *  Tritor  de  NumunuUiquey  now  under 
publication  at  Paris. 

Matus. 

Fio.  4.  One  of  two  copper  coins  of  Mayus,  (or,  }1^bju8)  in  the  Ventura 
collection. 

Obvbbsb. — ^Head  of  an  elephant,  with  proboscis  elevated ;  a  bell  hanging  round 
the  neck. 

Revbbsb. — ^The  Caducous  of  Mercurv,  on  the  sides  of  which  the  words,  BA:EIAE- 
OS  MATOT,  and  a  monogram  composed  of  the  letters  M  and  I. 

This  is  an  entirely  new  name,  nor  can  it  be  read  as  a  Greek  word  in  its  present 
shape,  although  the  characters  are  perfectly  distinct  on  the  coin,  and  the  style  of 
engraving  corresponds  with  the  early  and  pure  Grreek  types.  There  is  no  Pehlvi 
inscription.  Could  the  third  letter  be  read  as  a  gamma^  the  name  MAFOT  might 
denote  the  union  of  the  office  of  chief  priest  of  the  Magi  with  that  of  king,  and  the 
elephant's  head,  found  on  the  coins  of  Menander  and  of  Demetrius,  might  enable  us 
to  appropriate  the  present  medal  to  one  or  the  other  of  these  princes. 

EUC&ATIDEB. 

Figs.  6  to  10.  Coins  of  Eucratides  the  Great. 

Fig.  6.  A  silver  tetradrachma,  badly  executed.    (Ventura.) 

Obvbbsb.— Head  of  the  king,  helmeted. 

Revbrsb.— Two  Bactrian  horsemen,  (or  Castor  and  Pollux,)  with  wings  on  their 
shoulders,  and  lances;  the  two  first  letters  of  the  legend  corrupt,  PV2IA£a2 
MEFAAOT  ETKPATAOT;  monogram.  M. 

Fig.  6.  A  beautiful  didrachma,  of  the  same  prince.     (Ventura.) 
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Obyebss. — A  neat  head,  without  helmet ;  hair  bound  with  fillet. 

Ret£B8E.— Two  horsemen ;  inscription,  BASIAEfiZE  ETKPATIAOT. 

Fig.  7.  A  very  well  preserved  copper  coin  of  the  same  prince,  presented  to  me  by 
Capt.  Wade. 

Figs.  8,  9,  and  10. — Three  copper  square  coins  of  the  same  prince,  upon  the 
reverse  of  which  is  seen,  fur  the  first  time,  the  introduction  of  a  Pehlvi  legend. 
Several  of  the  same  coins  are  depicted  in  Mr.  Masson's  paper ;  thc}r  all  agree  in 
having  the  inscription  on  three  sides  only  of  the  square ;  the  plates  will  shew  the 
variation  to  which  the  letters  of  the  name  are  liable ;  in  Roman  characters  they  may 
be  rendered  mtUakao  kdkdo  eukratido.    [M&h&rajasa  Eukratidasa.^] 

The  history  of  Eucratides  is  too  well  known  to  require  repetitioi^  here.'  Bayer 
fixes  his  ascent  to  the  Bactrian  throne  in  the  year  181  b.  c.  He  was  a  contemporary 
of  Mithridates  I.  of  Parthia,  who  assisted  him  in  repelling  Demetrius,  king  of 
India,  as  he  is  termed,  beyond  the  frontier,  and  finally  driving  him  from  his  throne 
at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight  years.  On  the  division  of  the  conquered  empire, 
Mithridates  had  the  provinces  between  the  Hydaspes  and  Indus  asigned  to  him ;  and 
Eucratides,  all  the  remainder,  east  and  south,  of  his  Indian  possessions  . — '  all  India ' 
is  the  term  used,  but  it  is  uncertain  to  what  limit  southward  this  expression  should 
apply. 

It  has  not  yet  been  remarked  by  those  who  are  curious  in  reconciling  the  names 
of  Indian  legend  and  Grecian  history,  that  the  names  Eucratides  and  Yikram&ditya 
bear  a  close  resemblance  both  in  sound  and  in  signification :  while  the  epoch  and  the 
scene  of  their  martial  exploits  are  nearly  identical.  The  Hind(i  accounts  of  Yikra- 
maditya  are  not  to  be  found  in  the  regular  Faur&nic  histories,  but  only  in  separate 
legends,  such  as  the  *  Yikrama-Charitra'  and  others,  mentioned  by  Wilford,  (As.  Res. 
ix.  117,)  all  teeming  with  confusion,  contradictions,  and  absurdities  in  an  unusual 
degree.  The  genealogical  tables  of  the  solar  and  lunar  lines  contain  no  such  name, 
neither  does  it  occur  among  the  few  notices  of  embassies  to  and  from  India  to  Syria 
and  Rome,  in  the  authors  of  the  west.'  Eucratides'  empire  was  so  extended  and 
matured  that  he  assumed  the  title  of  /SatnXcvT  fA9ya\os :  thus  the  peaceful  coin, 
fig.  6,  was  doubtless  struck  before  his  expeditions ;  those  with  the  armed  head,  and 
the  addition  of  '  the  Great,'  after  his  return :  and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  latter 
only  have  a  Pehlvi  legend  on  the  reverse,  being  intended  for  circulation  perhaps  in 
his  more  southern  proyinces,  or  imitating  in  this  respect  the  coins  of  Menander, 
whose  reign  in  India  had  been  so  glorious.  If  the  date  assigned  by  Bajer  (146  b.c.) 
to  Eucratides'  death,  be  thought  too  far  removed  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Samvat  era  of  Yikram&ditya  (56  b.c.)  it  may  be  argued  that,  aa  Eucratides  is 
acknowledged  to  be  the  last  but  one  of  the  regular  Bactrian  kings,  all  the  new  names 
recently  discovered,  Agathocles,  Mayua,  Philoxenns,  Antimachus,  etc. — must  find 
their  places  before  him  in  the  list,  which  may  easily  bring  down  his  date  even  a 
century. 

The  analogy  between  the  Bactrian  and  the  Indian  heroes  is,  it  must  be  confessed, 
of  very  slender  texture,  just  enough  to  be  hazarded  as  a  mere  speculation,  which 
more  skilful  antiquarians  may  indulge  their  ingenuity  in  improving  or  condemning. 


^  [  The  insertion  of  the  second  title  in  the  Pehlvi  legend  seems  to  be  erroneous.] 
'  See  'Jour.   As.  Soc.  Beng.',  vol.  ii.,  409,  and   Maurice's   *  Modem  Hin- 

dostan,'  i.,  98. 

>  The  embassy  of  *  Poms'  to  Augustus  must  have  been  immediately  after 

Yikram&ditya.    It  is  stated  that  his  letters  were  written  in  the  Greek  character.    The 

Scythians  were  then  pressing  the  country. 
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KODUS. 

Figs.  11,  12,  13.  Three  imall  nlver  coins,  inserted  in  this  plate,  because  their 
inscriptions  are  entirely  Greek,  though  they  haTe  no  other  pretension  to  be  counted 
with  jBactrian  coins.  The  appearance  of  the  head-dress  in  the  third  is  rather 
Arsacidan,  but  the  names  and  titles  are  altogether  uotcI  and  curious.  I  have  selected 
the  three  most  legible  among  seTeral  coins  in  my  possession.  The  first  two  are  of 
Mohan  Lkl's,  the  third  of  Karfrmat  'All's,  coUection.  The  name  of  KOAOS 
is  altogether  unknown. 

The  heads  on  the  obTcrse  of  all  these  coins  seem  to  belong  to  different  persons ; 
the  standing  warrior  on  the  reverse  is  alike  in  all,  and  the  inscription  on  the  two  first 

KbJAOT  MAIPO* PAHePOT.     On  the  third  coin,  the  titles  differ,  and 

are  illegible,  but  the  name  KUJA.  ...  is  the  same. 

Mbnandbk. 
(pi.  xiv.) 

Although  Menander  is  well-known  to  haTC  preceded  Eucratides  in  date,  I  haTc 
preferred  separating  his  coins  from  the  genuine  Bactrian  group,  and  classifying  them 
with  those  of  Apollodotus,  Antilakides,  etc.,  as  a  distinct  scries,  on  account  of  the 
essential  difference  in  their  style  of  execution.  Their  native  legends,  also,  seem  to 
denote  a  different  locality.  Menander,  before  he  came  to  the  throne  of  Bactria 
proper,  had,  it  is  supposed,  formed  an  independent  dominion  in  the  more  southern 
provinces  on  the  Indus.  This  may  be  the  reason  of  the  deviation  from  the  Syrian 
type  of  coin,  so  remarkably  preserved  by  the  earlier  sovereigns  of  Bactria. 

Figs.  1,  2,  3.  One  silver  and  two  copper  coins  of  Menander. 

Fig.  1.  A  silver  hemidrachma,  weighing  37  grains,  (one  from  Ear&mat '  Ali ;  a 
duplicate  from  Gerard,)  differing  from  those  depicted  in  Masson's  plates,  and  frt>m 
Swiney's  coin  described  in  the  'Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.'  vol.  ii.,  p.  406.    [p.  46.] 

Obverse.— Head  facing  the  left:  on  the  margin,  BA:EIA£a2  SATHPOS  MENAN- 
APOT :  a  kind  of  sceptre,  or  crook,  lyins  on  the  shoulder. 

Rbvebbb. — Minerva  with  Jupiter's  thunderbolt,  facing  the  right;  Pehlvi  legend, 
malakdo  rakako  minano,  and  monorram  (see  'Jour.  As.  Soc.  Bengal,'  vol.  iii.  p.  164.) 
[M&h&rajasa  Tradatasa  Menadrasa.  J 

Fig.  2  has  already  been  drawn  and  described  by  Masson,  vol.  ii. 

Fig.  3  differs  from  Masson's  fig.  1,  in  the  figure  of  the  Victory  on  the  reverse. 
(Kar6mat  'All.) 

Apollodotus. 

Figs.  4,«6.  Two  silver  coins  of  Apollodotus,  both  in  the  Ventura  cabinet ;  of  the 
first  the  number  is  considerable ;  the  latter  is  new,  and  of  very  beautifrd  execution. 

Fi^.  4  has  already  been  described  fit>m  Swiney's  coin  in  'Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.' 
vol.  ii.,  p.  406.  The  legend  on  the  obverse  is  here  quite  distinct  BA:EIA£a2 
SATHPOS  KAI  ♦lAOIIATOPOS  AnOAAOAOTOT.  The  Pehlvi  inscription  on  the 
reverse,  however,  has  no  addition  for  the  words  ircU  ^uKonropost  being  simply 
[M&h&rajasa  Tradatasa  Apalad&tasa.] 

Fig.  0  has  on  the  obverse,  the  Indian  elephant,  with  a  mononum,  and  the  usual 
title ;  and  on  the  reverse,  a  Br4hmani  buU,  with  the  same  Pehlvi  legend. 

Fie.  6  is  a  copper  coin  in  Swiney's  collection^  the  precise  fellow  to  that  described 
by  Too,  in  the  '  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society.'     ^ 
Figs.  7  and  8  are  two  frt)m  among  several  square  copper  coins  brought  down  by 

MohSi  Lii.  '^ ^''  "^^ xv:^-:-  :-  g: — -.  -11--^:^  /.  t —  .y 

Soc.  Bengal,' 
but  which  1 1 
coins,  are  decisive  of  the  orthography  of' rakako  s  SATHPOX 

Antilakides. 
Figs.  9,  10,  11,  are  three  selected  quadrangular  coins  of  Antilakides,  from  six  in 
the  Ventura  collection.    The  name  was  first  made  known  by  Masson,  who  supposes. 
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from  the  beards  (which  are  not  however  so  clear  on  the  n>ecimens  before  as),  that 
this  prince  and  the  next,  AT2IO^  belong  to  a  separate  dynasty.  He  detects  the 
conical  emblem  of  the  reyerse  on  one  coin  of  Eucratides.  I  have  not,  however,  found 
any  of  the  sort.    One  description  will  serve  for  all. 

Obvebsb.— Head  of  the  sovereign,  with  the  legend,  BASIAEHS  NIKH«OPOT 
ANTIAAKIAOT. 

Kbvbbsb. — Two  plumes  waving  over  two  conical  caps,  (or  ?  bee-hives).  Mono- 
^rram  below,  7^2,  and  Pehlvi  inscription,  nuUakdo  t^alado  atiiikado^  (or  ?  atika^ 
likado  pil&hiunijasa  jay&dharasa  Anti&likidasa.] 

Ltsivs. 

Fig.  12.  A  copper  quadrangular  coin  of  Lysius,  similar  to  two  in  Masson's 
series  of  Ausius :  tne  first  letter  is  clearly  an  /  in  Greek,  and  this  reading  is  con- 
firmed by  the  Pehlvi  rf{.    The  monontims  are  the  same  as  the  last  coin. 

Obvbbbe.— Head  of  the  kin^,  with  the  legend,  BA2IAEX12  ANIKHTOT  ArSIOT. 

Rbvbbsb. — An  elephant,  with  a  monogram  X  2,  and  the  Pehlvi  inscription, 
malakdo lUato,    [M&h&rajasa   Apa4ihatasa  Lisikasa  or  frsa  ?] 

(pi.  XV.) 

I  have  designed  in  this  plate,  firom  the  Ventura  collection,  several  very  interesting 
coins,  of  new  names  and  features,  for  which  no  locality  can  as  yet  be  assigned.  As 
almost  all  of  them  bear  Pehlvi  inscriptions,  they  are  evidently  Bactrian ;  but  to 
admit  them  into  the  regular  series  of  that  dynasty,  would  greatly  extend  the 
catalogue  of  its  princes.  They  rather  bear  out  the  fact  of  there  having  been  several 
petty  independent  dynasties,  like  that  at  Nysa.  for  which  Masson  endeavours  to  set 
apart  some  of  the  coins  to  be  presently  mentioned. 

Fig.  1.  A  fine  silver  coin  of  Philoxenus,  in  the  Ventura  collection.  This  name 
was  borne  bv  one  of  Alexander's  generals,  to  whom  Cilicia,  west  of  the  Euphrates, 
was  assigned,  in  the  diviBion  of  his  conquests.  The  coin,  therefore,  cannot  belong  to 
him,  though  his  title  of  'unconquered'  would  argue  his  power  and  warlike 
propensity. 

Obvbbsb. — Head  of  the  prince,  in  a  helmet  similar  to  that  of  Eucratides :  legend, 
BASIAEOS  ANIKHTOT  ♦lAOEENOT. 

Rbvebse. — The  prince  on  horseback  \  monogram  formed  of  two  a*8  •'  legend  in 
Pehlvi,    [M&h&rajasa  Apadihatasa  Pilasinasa.] 

Fig.  2.  A  square  copper  coin  of  the  same  prince,  nearly  allied  to  those  of  the 
last  plate. 

Obybbsb. — A  female  figure  holding  the  cornucopia.  Greek  legend,  and  mono- 
gram as  before. 

Rbvebse. — The  Br&hmoni  buU,  with  the  same  Pehlvi  legend,  and  the  letter  ^  as 
a  monogram. 

Antimachus. 

Fig.  3.  A  small  silver  coin  of  Antimachus,  also  a  new  prince.  The  character  of 
the  horseman  connects  it  with  the  preceding ;  the  portrait  of  the  prince  ii  wanting, 
nor  can  I  find  any  record  of  his  name  preserved. 

OBVBBflB.— Victory  or  Fame  :  legend,  BA^IAEOS  NIKH#OPOT  ANTIMAXOT. 

Rbvebse. — Horseman,  and  Pehlvi  inscription.  [  M&h&rajasa  Jay&dhar&sa 
Antim&khasa.] 

Fig.  4.  A  copper  coin  recognised  to  belong  to  Antimachus,  from  the  Pehlvi 
name.  (Ventura.) 

Nowus. 

Fi^.  6.  A  silver  coin  of  Nonus,  in  the  same  style  as  the  list,  and  without 
portrait.  (Ventura.) 

Obvbbsb. — Horseman,  with  couched  lance ;  scarf  round  the  neck,  part  of  the 
legend  visible,  BA^IAEHS  ....  NXINOT.  [ONftNOT.] 

Rbvebse.— Soldier  holding  a  spear  ;  name  in  Pehlvi,  [Spalharasa.] 
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Fig  10.  A  square  copper  coin  of  the  same  prince,  in  which  his  title  of  fteyaXov 
IB  apparent.  The  style  of  the  copper  coinage,  compared  with  the  silver,  in  ail  the 
ahove,  connects  them  with  the  Menander  and  ApoUodotns  group.  [This  is  also  a 
coinofVononesandSpalhares.  Our.  BA2IAEX12  BASIAEAN  MEFAAOT  ONHNOT. 
Rev.      .  .  .  Dhamikasa  Spalh&rasa.] 

UVOEfiTAIK  NAMES. 

Fig.  6.  The  same  as  Masson's  No.  44.  The  name  is  not  risihle  in  the  Greek, 
and  if  restored  from  the  Pehlvi,  which  is  quite  distinct,  it  is  unintelligible,  Ulitizou : 
the  titles  are  of  a  paramount  sovereign :  the  Greek  letters  corrupted. 

Obtbbsb.— The  king  holding  a  sceptre,  BASIAEUiS  BASIAEUIN  MEFAAOT. 
[PriAAIPKOT.] 

Revebse.— Jupiter  seated  in  his  chair.  [M6h&rajasa  Mahatakasa  Spalirisasa.] 

Figs.  7,  8.  The  grandiloquent  titles  in  these  are  the  same  as  the  last,  and  both, 
perhaps,  on  that  account,  should  be  classed  with  the  Azos  series,  in  the  next  two 
plates,  which  has  invariably  the  title  *  great  king  of  kings.'  ^ 

Fig.  9.  This  square  copper  coin  has  the  precise  style  of  Nonus  and  the  Azilisos 
device. 

OBTEBaB. — A  horseman  with  couched  lance :  letters  visible  of  the  legend, 
BAZlAEXa  NIKATOPOY  AAEA^OPOY?  [SHAATPIOS  AlKAIOT  AA£A«OT  TOT 
BASIAEAS.] 

REyERSB.— A  seated  figure,  probably  Ilercules.  PehM  legend,  though  sharply 
cut,  not  unintelligible.   [Spalh&ra  putr&sa  Dhamiasa  Spalaganamasa.] 

Fig.  11.  The  title,  '  aing  of  kings'  is  also  visible  on  this  coin,  with  the  emblem 
of  an  elephant  on  the  obverse.  The  king,  seated  on  a  couch,  is  placed  on  the 
reverse.  No  native  legend  is  traceable.  [Major  Cunningham  has  a  com  of  this  type 
with  the  legend,  BAISIAEAS  BA^IAEfiN  MEFAAOT  MATOT.  Reybkse:  Hqfadirq; 
MahataM  Mdyata.] 

Figs.  12,  13,  14,  belong  to  a  series  of  coins  tui  generis :  the  two  first  are  of  the 
Ventura  collection,  the  third  from  Masson's  plates.  The  head  fills  the  obverse, 
while  the  title,  in  corrupt  Greek,  surrounds  a  well  executed  horse  on  the  reverse.  It 
is  probable  that  all  the  *  norse'  coins  belong  to  one  locality :  Bactria  was  famous  for  its 
fine  breed  of  this  noble  animal ;  but  he  is  generally  represented  mounted  by  a  warrior. 
This  coin,  and  No.  8,  are  the  only  ones  on  which  ne  appears  naked.  The  extended 
arm  of  the  prince  on  the  obverse  is  a  point  of  agreement  with  the  common  coin, 
fig.  25  of  pi.  xvii. 

Azos. 
{  pi.  xvi.,  xvii.) 

We  now  come  to  a  series  of  coins  exceedingly  numerous,  and  of  various  device, 
bearing  the  name  of  a  prince  altogether  unknown  to  history.  It  was  from  a  coin 
presented  by  Mohan  L&l,  ( Gerard's  eompagnon^de'Voyage^)  to  Dr.  Grant,  that  I  first 
recognised  the  name  of  this  sovereign,  many  of  whose  coins  had  passed  through  my 
hands  before  in  Burnes'  collection,  and  in  Masson's  plates,  without  presenting  a 
legend  sufficiently  dbtinct  to  be  dccyphored.  Gen.  Ventura's  collection  also  possessed 
many  very  distinct  coins  of  Azos,  and  his  name,  either  in  Greek  or  in  Pehlvi^  was 
then  traced  through  a  series  of  coins  that  had  been  given  to  other  monarchs. 

The  title  of  Azos  is  always  BA^IAEHS  BASIAEflN  MEFAAOT  AZOT :  in  Pehlvi, 
malakdo  hakkdo  maldko  aj'oj  or  ayo.  [M&h&rajasa  Rajarajasa  or  Rajadhirajasa 
Mahatasa  Ayasa.]  The  name  is  generally  set  upright  under  the  device  both  in 
Greek  and  Pehlvi;  but  an  occasional  exception  occurs,  as  in  fig.  12,  where  it  runs 

^  [No.  7.  is  proved,  by  a  more  perfect  coin  in  Major  Cunningham's  unpublished 
plate  X.  fig.  14,  to  belong  to  Mayus.  The  same  authority  confirms  the  attrioution  of 
No.  8  to  Azos,  pi.  xii.  12.] 
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continuously  with  the  rest  of  the  marginal  legend.  None  of  the  coins  of  Azos  hear 
his  head,  nor  in  general  haye  they  his  effigy,  unless  the  seated  figure  in  figs.  12  and 
13  represent  him,  as  is  prohahly  the  case,  seated  on  a  cushioned  throne,  with  a  sceptre 
on  his  lap.  The  mode  of  sitting,  it  should  he  remarked,  is  entirely  oriental,  and  the 
animals  depicted  are  such  as  heloug  peculiarly  to  the  East— the  elephant,  the 
Br&hmani  hull,  the  lion,  and  the  Bactrian  cameL  The  cyphers  or  symbols  on  the 
reverse  of  these  coins  seem  eyidently  compounded  of  Pehlvf  letters,  on  the  same 
principle  as  those  of  the  more  genuine  Greek  coins,  from  Greek  letters ;  they  may 
probably  denote  dates,  but  it  will  require  much  labour  to  establish  this  point,  and  the 
same  symbol  appearing  on  coins  of  very  different  devices,  as  on  figs.  2  and  11,  rather 
militates  against  the  supposition. 

It  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  coinage  of  this  period,  that  the  pieces  were  of  a  very 
debased  metal,  washed  over  with  silver  somewhat  in  the  manner  of  the  coins  of  the 
Roman  emperor,  Gallienus,  and  his  successors,  and  denominated  ^  billion '  by  numis- 
matologists.  Is  it  possible  that  the  scarcity  of  silver  to  which  the  origin  of  this 
species  of  coin  has  been  attributed  in  the  West,  had  extended  even  to  India?  if  so,  it 
will  fix  the  date  to  the  latter  half  of  the  third  century.  At  any  rate,  it  is  fair  to 
suppose  that  the  system  was  copied  from  the  Roman  coins,  to  which  many  other 
circumstances  of  imitation  may  be  traced ;  among  these,  the  soldier  trampling  on  his 
yanquished  foe  in  fig.  14 ;  and  the  radiated  heat  of  fig.  26,  the  coin  without  a  name, 
which  is  connected  with  the  rest  of  the  series  by  the  equestrian  reverse,  seems  an 
imitation  of  the  radiated  crown  of  the  Roman  emperors  of  the  same  period. 

Plate  xvi.  figs.  1,  2,  3.  Three  coins  of  Azos,  having,  on  the  obverse,  a  Br&hmani 
bull,  and  on  the  reverse,  a  panther  or  lion.  The  monograms  on  all  three  differ : 
legends  in  Greek  and  Pehlvl  as  above  described. 

Figs.  4,  5.  On  these  tiie  bull  is  placed  with  the  Pehlvl  on  the  reverse,  while  a 
well-formed  elephant  occupies  the  place  of  honour  on  the  obverse. 

Figs.  6,  7,  8.  In  these  the  place  of  the  elephant  is  taken  by  a  Bactrian  camel 
of  two  humps.  No  name  ia  visible  on  any,  but  tne  Pehlvl  word  is  plain  on  No.  8, 
and  their  general  appearance  allows  us  to  class  them  with  the  foregoing  coins  of 
Azos. 

Fig.  9.  Here  a  horseman,  with  couched  spear,  in  a  square  or  frame,  occupies  the 
obverse,  and  the  bull  aeain  the  reverse :  the  word  Azou  is  distinct  on  both  sides.  The 
device  and  attitude  of  tne  horseman  will  be  seen  to  link  this  series  with  the  coins  of 
Nonos,  Azilios,  and  others,  that  are  as  yet  nameless. 

Figs.  10, 11.  A  fissure  seated  on  a  chair,  holding  a  cornucopia,  marks  the  obverse 
of  this  varietv;  while  on  the  reverse,  we  perceive  a  Hercules  or  Mercury.  It  was 
from  fig.  11,  (a  coin  presented  by  Mohan  Lfil  to  Dr.  Grant,)  tbat  I  first  discovered 
tiie  name  AZOT,  afterwards  traceable  on  so  many  others. 

Fies.  12,  13.  The  obverse  of  this  variety  affords  important  information  in  tho 
attitude  of  the  seated  prince.     It  plainly  proves  him  to  be  oriental. 

The  scarf  on  the  erect  figure  of  the  reverse  is  also  peculiar.  This  coin  accords 
with  one  depicted  in  the  Maniky&la  plate,  vol.  iii.  pi.  xxvi,  [viii.]  fig.  2. 

Plate  xvii,  fie.  14  is  one  of  six  coins  in  the  Ventura  cabinet  of  the  same  type. 
The  soldier  trampling  on  a  prostrate  foe  betokens  some  victory.  The  female  figure 
on  the  reverse,  enveloped  in  flowers,  seemed  to  point  to  some  mythological  metamor- 
phosis.   The  name  and  titles  are  distinct. 

Figs.  15,  16,  17,  18,  19,  20,  21,  are  all  closely  allied,  while  they  serve  to  explain 
figs.  11,  12,  and  16,  in  the  plate  of  Burnes*  coins,  (*  Jour.  As.  Soc.Beng.,*  ii.,p.  314,) 
and  figs.  30,  31,  32,  33,  45,  of  Masson's  fourth  sencs,  (vol.  iii.  pi.  x.)  They  are  for 
the  most  part  of  copper,  plated,  or  billion,  and,  in  consequence,  well  preserved ;  the 
single  Penlvi  letter*  9,  1>  and  "p  may  be  observed  as  monograms,  besides  the 
usual  compounds.    On  21  and  22  are  the  nrst  indications  of  a  fire-altar. 

Fig.  22.  This  copper  coin  is  the  last  on  which  the  name  *  Azos '  occurs,  and 
although  ^uite  distinct  in  the  Pehlvl,  it  is  corrupt  and  illegible  in  the  Greek.  The 
device  is  similar  to  the  preceding,  with  the  exception  of  a  curious  circular  monogram, 
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which  will  he  found  also  on  the  coins  of  Kadaphcs  hereafter.    MaHon's  fig.  47,  ia 
the  same  coin. 

Fig.  23,  A  very  deeply-cut  coin,  commences  a  new  series,  in  which  the  form  of 
the  Greek  letters  is  materially  chan^.  The  legend  is  now  BACIASVO  BACIASIUN. 
ClUTHP  MEFACt  without  the  insertion  of  any  name  ;  ^  and  the  monogram  is  the  one 
fremiently  descrihed  as  the  *  key  *  symbol,  or  the  trident  with  a  ring  below  it. 

in  Pehlvi,  the  first  portion  corresponds  with  the  Greek ;  the  conclusion  is, 
unfortunately,  not  -risible.  The  letter  ^  appears  on  the  field  of  the  rererse,  which 
bears  the  portrait  of  a  priest,  extending  his  hand  over  a  small  firo-altar. 

Figs.  24  and  26  may  be  safely  caUed  Tarieties  of  the  above,  still  retaining  the 
PehM  on  the  roTerse.  A  counterpart  of  fig.  24  will  be  found  in  fig.  15  of  Bumes* 
collection. 

Fig.  26.  This  is  by  far  the  most  common  coin  disooTsred  in  the  Panj&b  and 
Afgh&nist&n.  Bags -full  have  been  sent  down  in  excellent  preserration,  and  yet 
noUiing  can  be  elicited  from  them.  The  present  specimen  is  engraTed  from  a  coin 
in  Col.  Stacy's  cabinet,  found  in  M&lw&;  out  the  same  coin  has  been  engraved  in 
the  'Asiatic  Researches,'  vol.  xvii. ;  in  Bumes'  collection,  fig.  13;  also,  10  of  pi. 
xiv.,  in  the  same  volume :  and  in  Massou's  series,  26,  27,  28.  It  was  the  first  coin 
found  in  India  on  which  Greek  characters  were  discovered  or  noticed.  The  '  trident ' 
monoeram  connects  it  with  the  foregoing  series ;  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  to  whom 
they  Doth  belong.  I  have  placed  them  next  to  Azos,  from  the  similarity  of  the 
horseman.  They  are  all  copper  coins,  of  high  relief,  and  generally  in  good  pre- 
servation. 

AziLiaxTB. 

Figs.  27,  28.  Were  it  not  that  the  name  of  these  two  coins  is  distinctly  AZIAISOT 
in  the  Greek,  and  [AyilishasaJ  in  the  Pchlvl,  they  mifht  have  been  classed  in  the 
preceding  group,  especially  with  fig.  9.  The  bull  of  n^.  28  is  surmounted  by  two 
monograms,  like  those  of  tiie  Lysius  coins.  It  is  so  far  singular,  that  while  the  name 
of  the  prince  AziUsus  seems  compounded  of  the  two  names  Azos  and  Lysius^  the 
obverse  and  reverse  of  his  coins  should  be  counterparts  of  theirs.  The  name  itself 
IB  quite  new,  and  we  can  only  venture  to  assign  ms  position  in  proximity  to  his 
prototype,  Azos. 

Hexilsxts. 
(pi.  xviii.) 

Figs.  1,  2,  8,  4.  One  silver  and  three  copper  coins  of  Hcrmasus,  selected  from  a 
considerable  number,  in  order  to  develop  the  whole  circle  of  marginal  inscription, 
seldom  complete  on  a  single  specimen.  The  description  of  one  will  serve  for  aU, 
since,  contnu7  to  usage,  the  impression  on  the  silver  and  copper  b  precisely  alike. 

Fig.  1.  A  silver  coin  in  the  Gerard  collection. 

Obtbbse.— The  king's  head  with  simple  diadem ;  legend,  in  corrupted  Greek, 
BA2IAEX12  SnTHPDS  EFMAlDV. 

Rbvebsb. — Jupiter  seated ;  his  right  hand  extended.  Pehlvi  legend,  malakdo 
rakako  Ermayo,    [M&h&rajasa  Tradatasa  Hermayasa.] 

Masson  supposes  Hermffius  I.  to  have  reigned  at  Nysa  ( hod,  Jal&16b&d,)  because 
one  of  the  topes  opened  in  that  neighbourhood  contained  several  of  his  coins ;  they 
have,  however,  been  found  in  equal  abundance  in  the  Panj&b,  and  it  will  be  safer  in 
the  present  paucity  of  our  knowledge  to  adhere  to  the  general  term  'Bactrian,' 
without  attempting  to  subdivide  the  Greek  dominion  into  the  separate  states  of  which 
it  probably  consisted  throughout  the  whole  period  of  their  rule. 

Unadphbkbus. 

Figs.  5,  6,  7,  8.  Four  coins  of  the  prince  made  known  to  us  by  Masson  under  the 
name  of  '  Unadpherrus.'  ^^  ^^  numerous,  of  rude  fabric.  Ad  more  clear  on  the 
Pehlvi  than  the  Greek  side.    The  device  on  all  is  the  same,  namely : 

^  Masson  attributed  this  scries  to  ti  prince  whom  he  named  '  Sotcrcagas.' 
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OBVBRn.^A  bearded  head  with  diadem:  inaeription,  aa  made  oat  from  tiia 
eomhined  spedmeiu,  BACUlEaO  CliJTHPO:|  VKAoTeiTaV  :  in  some,  ^the  titles 
fyre  in  the  nominatiTe  case. 

R&TnnaB. — A  winged  fisnre  of  Yictorj,  holding  out  a  chaplet  or  bow :  Pehlvi 
inscription^  [M&hfiirajasa  Gooopharasa  (here  Godaphanisa })  Tradataaa.]  which  may  be 
rendered,  in  roman  characters,  malakdc  fareto  nanado ;  or  the  last  word  may  be  for 
trwTfipos,  If  (p  be  j»  and  uj  h,we  miffht  conyert  the  word,  letter  for  letter,  into  phmv ; 
making  f  an  r.  The  flnt  half  of  the  name  (VNAO  or  TNAA)  eeema  to  be  omitted 
in  the  Pehlvi,  unless  nmuuh  be  intended  for  it ;  bnt  then  the  title  'Savionr'  will 
he  wanting. 

The  onlj  reeowled  name  that  at  all  approaches  to  this  barbarons  appellation  ia 
Phraotes  or  Phrahates,  whom  Philoetratos  asserts  to  have  reigned  at  Taziles,  south 
of  the  Indus,  about  the  commencement  of  the  Christian  era.  He  was  visited  by 
Apollonius  Tyaniras  in  his  travels,  who  convened  with  him  in  the  Greek  language. 
The  execution  of  the  coins  before  us  does  not  well  agree  with  the  magnificence  and 
elegance  of  Phraotes*  court,  as  described  by  Philostratus:  *  the  residence  of  dignified 
virtue  and  sublime  philosophy ; '  ^  but  much  allowance  may  be  made  for  exaggeration. 
The  Bactrian  sway  was  already  broken,  and  the  country  in  a  disturbed  state. 
*  Whether  Parthian  or  Indian,  Phraotes  was  tributary  to  the  Southern  Scythians, 
whom  he  gladly  subsidized  to  defend  him  against  the  more  savage  Huns,  who  finally 
drove  before  them  the  Scythians,  who  had  seised  upon  the  Bactrian  kingdom.'* 
Apollonius  describes  a  magnificent  temple  of  the  Sun  at  Taxiles.  The  fact,  frequently 
mentioned  in  history,  of  the  native  princes  of  India  conversing  and  writing  in 
Greek,  is  satisfactorily  confirmed  by  the  discovery  of  the  present  coins  bearing  Greek 
legends  with  names  evidently  native. 

Figs.  9,  10,  11,  12,  13.  This  verv  numerous  group  of  copper  coins  is  attributed 
by  Masson  to  Ermssus  the  Second,  tne  first  three  letters  of  whose  name  certainly 
appear  on  some  few  roecimens  (as  fig.  1(Q ;  but  his  name  is  not  to  be  found  on  the 
reverse  in  the  Pehlvl,  which  is  totally  distinct  from  the  preceding  ooins,  and  yet  it 
is  the  same  on  all  the  sj>ecimens  I  have  compared ;  although  great  variety  exists  in 
the  Greek  le^nds,  as  if  they  had  been  copied  at  random  from  other  coins.  The 
device  of  all  is  the  some. 

OnvEBSB. — A  head  with  curly  hair,  no  beard;  in  general,  miserably  engraved. 

For  marginal  inscription,  fig  9  has  .  .  .  .  AEX12  2THPDS  .  .  .  STAG. 

Fig.  10,  BA3IAE  .  .  EFM  .  .  . 

Fig.  11 :  ...  NO  KAA^ICHC  :  and  fi^.  12,  BASIAEAS EOT. 

Revbbsb. — ^A  spirited  figure  of  Hercules,  standing  with  his  club,  and  lion-skin 
cloak.  Pehlvi  inscription,  as  well  as  it  can  be  made  out  from  a  careful  examination 
of  a  great  many  specimens.    [Dhamaphidasa  KujulaKasasa  Kushanyatugasa.] 

This  text  differs  so  entirely  from  all  we  have  hitherto  seen,  that  I  cannot  attempt 
to  decypher  it,  nor  even  to  distinguish  the  titles  from  the  name.  I  have  merely 
placed  yj  at  the  head,  from  a  faint  trace  of  the  initial  word  malakdOy  between  the 
letters  of  which,  other  characters  appear  to  be  introduced.  The  decided  trace  of 
Eadphises'  name  on  several  coins  of  the  type,  inclines  me  to  place  it  at  the  lowest 
station  in  the  present  series,  as  a  link  with  the  series,  already  fully  described,  of  that 
Indo-Scythic  sovereign :  and  it  will  be  remarked  that  the  letter  or  symbol  4^  is 
visible  on  the  buU  and  r6j&  coins  of  this  prince  also ;  indeed  their  whole  Pehlvi 
inscription  much  resembles,  if  it  does  not  coincide  entirely,  with  the  present 
examples. 

Kadathes. 

Figs  14,  15, 16.  If  anything  were  wanting,  however,  to  connect  the  two  lines, 
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X.— ON  THE  CONNECTION  OF  VARIOUS  ANCIENT 
HINDU  COINS  WITH  THE  GRECIAN  OR  INDO- 
SCYTHIC  SERIES. 

In  the  last  article,  I  promised  to  bring  forward  demon- 
strations  of  the  direct  descent  of  the  Hindti  coins  of 
Xanauj  from  what  have  been  denominated  the  Indo- 
Scythio  series.  In  attempting  to  redeem  my  pledge,  I 
am  aware  that  I  run  counter  to  the  opinions  of  those 
who  maintain  that  Hindiis  practised  the  art  of  coinage, 
and  had  a  distinct  currency  of  their  own,  before  the 
Greeks  entered  India ;  *  and  especially  of  my  friend  Col. 
Stacy.  To  him  my  opposition  might  appear  the  more 
ungracious,  since  the  weapons  I  am  about  to  use  are 
chiefly  those  he  has  himself  so  generously  placed  in  my 
hands ;  but  that  I  well  know  he  is  himself  only  anxious 
to  develop  the  truth,  and  will  support  a  cherished  theory 
no  longer  than  it  can  be  maintained,  with  plausibility  at 
least,  if  not  with  proof. 

I  am  not,  however,  about  to  contend  that  the 
Hindus  had  no  indigenous  currency  of  the  precious 
metals.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  evidence  will  be  found 
in  the  collection  about  to  be  described,  that  they  circu- 
lated small  pieces  of  a  given  weight ;  that  stamps  were 

1  [Seeante,  p.  53.] 
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given  to  these,  vaiying  under  different  circumstances ; 
and  that  many  of  these  earliest  tokens  exhibit  several 
stamps  consecutively  impressed  on  the  same  piece,  until 
at  last  the  superposed  impressions  (not  those  of  a  die,  but 
rather  of  a  pimch)  came  to  resemble  the  devices  seen  on 
the  Indo-Scythic  coins,  in  company  with  which  they 
have  been  found  buried  in  various  places,  particularly  in 
Capt.  Cautley's  Herculaneum,  at  Behat  near  Saharanpur. 

That  from  this  period,  in  round  terms,  may  be 
assumed  the  adoption  of  a  die-device,  or  of  coined  money 
properly  so-caUed,  by  the  Hindus,  is  all  I  would  venture 
at  present  to  uphold ;  and  in  doing  so,  I  will  not  again 
appeal  to  the  assertions  of  Pausanias,  quoted  in  Bobert- 
son's  ^  Disquisition,'  that  the  Hindus  had  no  coined  money 
of  their  own ;  nor  to  the  silence  of  the  Mahabharata  and 
other  ancient  works  on  the  subject ;  but  solely  to  the 
close  family  resemblance  of  four  distinct  classes  of  Hindu 
coins  to  what  may  be  called  their  Bactrian  prototypes, 
namely,  those  of  Kanauj ;  the  later  class  of  the  Behat, 
or  the  Buddhist,  group ;  the  coins  of  Saurashtra,  found  at 
Ujjain,  in  Gujarat  and  Cachhd ;  and  those  which  Col. 
Stacy  has  denominated  Bajput  coins,  having  the  device 
of  a  horseman  on  one  side,  and  a  bull  on  the  other. 

Before  proceeding  to  comment  upon  the  first  of  these 
classes,  my  tribute  of  obligation  and  praise  is  due  to 
Col.  Stacy,  for  the  persevering  labour  and  true  anti- 
quarian zeal,  which  have  alone  enabled  him  to  gather 
together  such  a  rich  collection  of  this  peculiar  and  rare 
type,  and  for  the  disinterested  readiness  with  which  he 
has  placed  them  at  my  disposal,  to  select  from  and 
publish  at  once,  thus  depriving  him,  as  it  were,  of  the 
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first  fruits  of  his  enterprise  and  toil.  It  is  true  that,  so 
for  at  least  as  regards  the  merit  of  discovery,  his  title 
will  rather  be  confirmed  than  injured  by  early  publicity; 
but  the  employment  of  another  hand  to  illustrate  his 
materials  may  do  injustice  to  his  own  careful  classifi- 
cation, and  modify  the  opinions  and  deductions  regarding 
the  origin,  connection,  and  antiquity  of  various  groups, 
which  he  may  have  derived  from  a  larger  and  more 
intimate  study  of  the  subject,  and  from  the  actual  in- 
spection and  handling  of  thousands  of  coins,  that  have 
been  withheld  from  insertion  in  his  select  cabinet.* 

The  home  collector  who,  like  myself,  but  receives 
contributions  from  others,  may  learn,  from  the  superior 
fulness  and  novelty  of  many  of  the  following  plates,  to 
appreciate  the  advantage  of  personal  exertion  over  second- 
hand acquirement.  In  further  proof  of  this,  I  could 
produce  some  of  the  letters  now  lying  before  me,  received 
from  Col.  Stacy  on  his  several  coin  excursions.  Here  he 
would  be  seen  putting  up  with  every  inconvenience, 
enduring  the  burning  heats  of  May,  or  the  cold  of 
December,  under  trees  or  in  common  sarais  in  Central 
India ;  digging  in  deserted  ruins,  or  poring  over  the  old 
stores  of  village  money-changers,  after  having  (the 
principal  difficulty  and  art)  won  their  confidence,  some- 
times their  interest,  in  the  object  of  his  pursuit:  sparing 
neither  money  nor  time  to  gain  his  end,  and  after  a  hard 
search  and  fatigue,  sitting  down,  while  his  impressions 
were  still  warm  and  vivid,  to  communicate  the  results  of 
his  day's  campaign. 

*  [  Col.  Stacy's  collection,  which  I  haye  had  full  opportunity  of  examining,  con- 
tains  no  less  than  373  of  these  punch-marked  coins. — E.T.] 


198  HISTORICAL   VALUE   OF  THE  [akt.x- 

CoL  Stacy  felt  himself  for  a  moment  disheartened  on 
beholding  the  treasures  of  Gen.  Ventura  and  his  followers: 
but  although  the  character  of  the  Bactiian  relics  neces- 
sarily eclipses  all  that  can  be  expected  from  a  Hindu 
source,  while  their  prolific  abundance  astonishes  the 
gleaner  of  Edndti  relics,  a  moment^s  reflection  should 
restore  a  full  or  even  increased  degree  of  satisfaction. 
Hindu  history  is  even  more  in  need  of  elucidation  from 
coins  than  Bactrian.  The  two  countries  are  in  fact  found 
to  be  interwoven  in  their  history  in  a  most  curious 
maimer,  and  must  be  studied  together.  The  alphabetic 
characters,  the  symbols,  and  most  especially  the  Mink' 
coins,  (emphatically  named  so  by  Col.  Stacy,)  are  fraught 
with  information  on  this  head,  which  can  only  be 
extracted  by  multiplying  the  specimens,  and  thus  com- 
pleting the  chain  of  evidence.  It  will  be  seen  shortly, 
that  several  of  the  dynasties  to  which  the  coins  belong 
have  been  identified  through  the  names  and  legends  they 
bear,  and  many  new  princes,  hitherto  unheard  of,  have 
been  brought  to  light.  Let  not  therefore  Col.  Stacy 
desert  his  line  for  one  more  engaging,  but  persevere  in 
it  as  long  as  anything  remains  to  be  explored. 

I  cannot  resist  in  this  place  pointing  out  the  line  of 
search  recommended  by  Col.  Tod,  (to  whom  is  justly 
ascribed  the  paternity  of  this  branch  of  numismatic 
study)  in  a  note  on  the  late  Panjab  discoveries  published 
by  him  in  the  *  Asiatic  Journal '  for  May : 

"  Let  not  the  antiquary,"  he  writes,  "  forget  the  old  cities  on  the 
east  and  west  of  the  Jamna,  in  the  desert,  and  in  the  Fanj4b,  of  which  I 
have  given  Ksts,  where  his  toil  will  be  richly  rewarded.  I  possess  bags- 
fnll  of  these  Indogetic  gentry I  would  sug^jest   the 
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establishment  of  branch^committees  of  the  Asiatic  Society  at  several  of 
the  large  stations,  which  would  haye  a  happy  moral  result  in  calling 
forth  the  latent  talent  of  many  a  yonng  officer  in  every  branch  of  know- 
ledge within  the  scope  of  the  Society.  Agra,  Mathuri,  Delhi,  Ajmir, 
Jaipur,  K^much,  Mhow,  Sdgar,  etc.  are  amongst  the  most  eligible 
positions  for  this  object.  ...  A  topographical  map,  with  explana- 
tions of  ancient  Delhi,  is  yet  a  desideratum,  and  of  the  first  interest : 
this  I  had  nearly  accomplished  during  tiie  four  months  I  resided 
amidst  the  tombs  of  that  city."  ' 

In  thanking  Col.  Tod  for  his  encouragement  and 
advice,  I  must  be  allowed  to  differ  altogether  as  to  the 
means  to  be  employed.  Committees  are  cumbrous, 
spiritless,  and  inactive  engines,  for  such  an  end ;  when 
anything  does  appear  to  be  effected  by  them,  it  is  gene- 
rally the  work  of  one  member,  whose  energy  is  only 
diluted  and  enfeebled  by  the  association.  Give  me  rather 
the  unity  of  design  and  quickness  of  execution  of  (I  will 
not  say  an  agent,  as  Col.  Tod  suggests,  but  of)  an  inde- 
pendent pursuer  of  the  object  for  its  own  sake,'  or  for  his 
own  amusement  and  instruction.  It  is  by  such  as  these 
that  all  the  good  has  hitherto  been  done ;  the  extension 
of  patronage  followed,  rather  than  preceded  or  prompted, 
the  great  discoveries  of  last  year  in  Edbul. 

The  plates  I  have  prepared  to  illustrate  my  subject 
have  not  been  numbered  in  the  most  convenient  order 
for  the  purpose ;   but  as  it  is  a  matter  of  indifference 

^  [  Sach  a  plan  is  to  be  found  in  the  <  Journal  of  the  ArchsBological  Society  of 
Dihll/  for  January,  18d8.] 

*  These  I  may  say  are  already  provided  at  more  places  than  Col.  Tod  points  out: 
Col.  Stacy,  at  Chitor,  UdayapCir,  and  now  at  Dihli;  lieut  Conolly,  at  Jaipur; 
Gapt.  Wade,  at  Ludi&na:  Capt.  Gautley,  at  Sah6ranp6r ;  Lieut.  Cunningham,  at 
Ben&res;  Col.  Smith,  at  Fatna;  Mr.  Tregear,  at  Jaunptir;  and  Dr.  Swiney  (now  in 
Calcutta),  for  many  years  a  collector  in  Upper  India.  And  for  the  exterior  line, 
Lieut.  Bumes,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Indus ;  Messrs.  Ventura,  Court,  Masson,  Ear&mat 
'All,  and  Mohan  L61,  in  the  Panj&b ;  besides  whom  I  must  not  omit  Messrs.  H.  0. 
Hamilton,  Spiers,  Ed^worth,  Gubbins^  Capt.  Jenkins,  and  other  friends  who  have 
occasionally  sent  me  coins  dug  up  in  their  districts. 
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which  line  we  commence  upon,  it  will  be  feir  to  give  our 
first  attention  to  plate  xix.,  containing  the  so-long  post- 
poned continuation  of  the  Coins  and  Selics  dug  up  by 
Capt.  Cautley  at  Behat,  and  noticed  in  the  proceedings 
of  the  Asiatic  Society  on  the  14th  January,  1835. 

The  exhumation  of  this  subterranean  town  has  not, 
perhaps,  been  followed  up  with  so  much  vigour  as  it 
would  have  been,  had  not  its  discoverer's  attention  been 
diverted  to  other  antiquities  of  more  overwhelming 
interest — the  fossil  inhabitants  of  a  former  world — ^before 
which  the  modem  reliques  of  a  couple  of  thousand  years 
shrink  into  comparative  insignificance.  Perhaps,  indeed, 
the  notion  of  a  city  at  the  spot  indicated  by  these 
remains  should  be  modified.  Prof.  Wilson  writes  me, 
that  he  cannot  suggest  any  ancient  city  of  note  so 
situated ;  yet  if  it  existed  so  late  as  the  third  or  fourth 
century  of  our  era,  it  ought  surely  to  be  known.  It  may 
probably  have  been  the  site  of  a  Buddhist  monastery, 
which  became  deserted  during  the  persecutions  of  this 
sect,  and  was  then  gradually  destroyed  and  buried  by  the 
shifting  sands  of  the  hill  torrents.  Some  of  the  relics 
now  to  be  noticed  forcibly  bear  out  this  supposition. 

BEHAT  GROUP, 
(plate  xix.) 

The  upper  half  of  this  plate  contains  a  continuation  of 
the  EoUcs  dug  up  at  Behat  by  Capt.  Cautley. 

Fig.  1  is  the  object  of  principal  interest,  because  it  stamps  the 
locality  as  decidedly  Buddhist,  and  leaves  us  to  infer  that  the  coins  are 
the  same,  although  their  devices  have  nothing  that  can  be  positively 
asserted  to  be  discriminative  of  this  sect  The  figure  represents  two 
fragments  of  a  circular  ring  of  baked  day.  In  the  inner  circumference 
are  carved  or  stamped  a  succession  of  small  figures  of  Buddha  seated, 
apparently  twelve  in  number ;  and,  on  the  upper  surface,  a  circular 
train  of  lizards.     It  is  difficult  to  imagine  the  purpose  to  which  it 
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could  have  been  applied.  In  some  respects  it  may  be  comjpared  to  the 
semi-circular  sculpture  near  the  ^o-tree  at  Anur&dhapiira  in  Ceylon, 
depicted  in  the  third  volume  of  the  Eoyal  Asiatic  Society's  *  Transac- 
tions;'  but,  in  that,  the  ring  of  animals  consists  of  elephants,  horses, 
tigers,  and  buUs,  alternately  ^ ;  four  animals,  which  have  a  place  in 
the  Bauddha  mythology ;  whereas  I  am  not  aware  that  the  lizard  is 
regarded  in  any  degree  of  reverence  by  the  Buddhists. 

Fig.  3.  An  old  ring  of  copper.  This,  like  the  more  ornamental 
ring  of  plate  iv.,  may  in  some  respects  be  looked  upon  as  a  Bauddha 
relic ;  for  in  its  metal  it  accords  well  with  an  extract  from  the  '  Dulva ' 
in  M.  Csoma  K6r6si*s  Analysis  of  the  Tibetan  Scriptures,  containing 
Sakya's  injunctions  that  his  priests  should  only  wear  seal-rings  of 
the  baser  metals.  ''  Priests  are  prohibited  from  wearing  rings,  and 
from  having  seal-rings  of  gold,  silver,  or  precious  stones ;  but  they  may 
have  seals  made  of  copper,  brass,  bell-metal,  ivory,  or  horn.  A  man  of 
the  religious  order  must  have  on  his  seal  or  stamp  a  circle  with  two 
deer  on  opposite  sides ;  and  below,  the  name  of  the  founder  of  the 
Yihdra.  A  layman  may  have  a  fiill  length  figure,  or  a  head,  cut  on 
his  signet."  (Leaf  11,  12,  vol.  x.  of  the  *Dulva-')  Asiatic  Hesearehes, 
xix.,  86. 

The  circular  devices  of  some  of  these  coins  (23  of 

this  plate,   31   and  32  of  pi.  xx.)  may,  perhaps,  also 

be  explained  by  the  rule  of  this  teacher — cited  in  the 

same  extract — that  the  priests    should   use   no  other 

impress  than  that  of  the  circle ;  and  it  is  remarkable, 

that  the  deer  is  the  very  animal  found  on  the  most 

prominent  silver  coins  of  the  group,  such  as  fig.  16 

of  the  present  plate,  and  48  of  pi.  xx.  (see  also  p.  82). 

!Fig.  4.  A  amaU  image  of  baked  clay,  which  seems  more  like  a 
plaything  for  children  than  an  object  of  worship. 

Figs.  5  to  10  are  varieties  of  the  peculiar  coins  of  the  Behat  series 
already  noticed  in  pi.  iv. 

The  characters  in  many  are  tolerably  distinct,  and 

are  clearly  allied  to,   if  not  identical  with,   those   of 

^  **  At  the  foot  of  the  steps  to  this  second  building,  and  let  into  the  ground,  is  a 
very  remarkable  slab  of  hard  blue  granite :  it  is  semi-circular,  and  sculptured  in 
rings  or  bands  of  different  widths.  Some  of  the  patterns  are  scrolls,  equal  in  beauty 
to  any  thing  Grecian;  one  consists  of  the  Hansa  or  Br&hmana  duck,  bearing  the 
root  of  the  Lotus  in  its  bill ;  and  the  most  curious  has  figures  of  the  elephant  the 
horse,  the  Uon,  and  the  cow,  which  are  repeated  in  the  same  order  and  sculptured 
with  great  spirit  and  accuracy  of  outline." — Trans,  of  Boy.  As.  Soc.,  iii.,  467. 
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fig.  22y  a  true  descendant  of  the  Eanerkos  series,  as 
is  shown  in  my  Indo-Scythic  pi.  xxi.,  figs.  16,  17. 
The  emblems,  also,  on  many,  a  bull  and  an  elephant, 
may  be  imitations  of  the  Azos  coin.  In  fig.  7,  the 
symbol  is  exactly  a  Chaitya,  or  Bauddha  monument, 
as  I  had  from  the  first  supposed. 

The  *  tree '  is  also  satisfactorily  made  out  in  fig.  15, 
and  in  many  of  the  coins  in  the  following  plate.  In 
fig.  23,  it  is  seen  at  the  side  of  a  walking  figure; 
and  above  it,  in  a  very  perfect  coin  of  the  same  type 
since  sent  to  me  by  Lieut.  ConoUy,  the  sun  shines, 
as  it  were,  on  the  saint  and  his  holy  tree. 

The  three  most  conspicuous  letters  on  all  of  these 
coins  are  J/  G  JL  tf  ^^Ifj  ^^d  it  does  not  seem  any  great 
stretch  of  imagination  to  see  in  them  a  part  of  the 
word  Ayodhya,  the  seat  of  one  of  the  earliest  Hindu 
dynasties,  and  which  was,  at  the  commencement  of 
Buddhism,  almost  as  much  the  resort  of  its  founder 
Sdkya,  as  Bdjgriha,  the  capital  of  Magadha.  Still, 
firom  the  association  of  these  coins  with  those  of  the 
Indo-Scythic  dynasty,  it  would  be  hazardous  to  attri- 
bute to  them  any  greater  antiquity  than  the  early 
part  of  the  Christian  era. 

The  metal  of  these  coins  is  a  mixture  of  tin  and  cop- 
per, which  retains  its  figure  well,  and  is  white  when  cut. 

Figs.  11,  12,  will  be  recognized  as  Indo-Scythic  coins :  being  found 
along  with  the  rest,  they  serve  to  settle  the  point  of  antiquity. 

On  fig.  13  are  the  letters  hm^%  pardjasa.  [Subsequently  cor- 
rected to  '  Maharajasa,*] 

On  fig.  16,  is  a  further  supply,  resembling  more  the  L4t  alphabet, 
H  U  U  /C  "A  ^  tnapasdte.  The  same  combination  occurs  in  fig.  45, 
otherwise  so  different  a  coin :  on  the  reverse,  the  letters  under  the  symbol 
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very  much  resemble  the  Pehlvi  'PM'llu  nudakdo  [Maharajasa].  This 
silver  coin  is  of  M.  Ventura's  collection.  [Prinsep's  revised  reading 
of  this  legend  was  '  Amapatasatasa  mahardja  Eunarasa.' — June,  1837.] 

[  These  coins  are  probably  the  most  important — ^in  their 
strictly  local  bearing — of  the  entire  range  of  the  Numisma- 
tology of  India,  that  her  soil  has  preserved  to  reveal — ^unwit- 
tingly— ^to  modem  intelligence,  the  story  of  its  ancient  possessors. 
Our  means  of  testing  the  precise  combinations  involved  may 
indeed  be  defective;  but  these  silver  pieces  stand  forth  pro- 
minently, as  offering  intelligible  specimens  of  a  very  com- 
prehensive class  of  cognate  money  of  inferior  execution ;  and 
further,  as  linked,  by  identity  of  symbols,  with  a  still  more 
extended  chain  of  the  early  and  less  developed  mintages  of 
proximate  lands.*  They  associate  on  their  surfaces  two  dis- 
similar alphabets,  and,  as  the  ordinary  sites  of  their  discovery 
are  confined  within  something  like  definite  limits,  they  assist, 
under  the  latter  aspect,  in  narrowing  the  debatable  point 
of  contact  of  the  two  forms  of  writing.  That  we  are  not 
yet  able  to  fill  up  the  various  gaps  in  this  wide  circle  of 
connections, — ^that  we  cannot  discover  the  names  they  disclose, 
amid  the  defective  materials  of  the  written  history  of  the 
country ;  or,  at  the  moment,  fix  an  epoch  or  extemporize  an 
empire  for  their  issuer, — ^may  perhaps  savour  more  of  cautious 
reserve  than  of  deficiency  of  open  data,  or  poverty  of  imagi- 
nation in  their  application. 

With  all  these  drawbacks,  however,  the  coins  themselves 
well  fiilfil  their  secondary  mission,  and  contribute  direct  infor- 
mation by  a  record  of  titles,  designations,  family  relationships, 
and  a  parallel  combination  of  phonetic  signs  representing 
antagonistic  systems.  Categorically,  they  exhibit  the  style  and 
titles  of  'R&ja'  and  'Mah&rdja,'  the  names  of  Kunanda  and 
Amogha — ^who  are  shown  to  be  brothers — and  their  opposing 
surfaces  display  nearly  counterpart  legends,  expressive  of  these 
details,  the  one  couched  in  the  Arian  or  Bactro-P&li  letters 
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of  Semitic  derivation;  and  the  other  symbolized  in  the  local 
alphabet  of  India  Proper  of  a  type  but  little  removed  from 
the  earliest  L&t,  or  monumental  character,  that  furmshed  the 
exemplar  upon  which  have  been  based  the  various  styles  of 
writing  of  so  many  Eastern  nations. 

In  regard  to  the  places  wherein  these  coins  are  chiefly 
found,  I  should,  without  hesitation,  indicate  the  country  in 
and  around  Behat  as  the  most  prolific  in  the  reproduction  of 
the  special  class  of  money,  whether  of  silver  or  copper :  the 
latter  necessarily  offer  the  best  evidence  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  their  own  locality,  as  being  more  common  on  the  one 
part,  and  therefore  calculated  to  indicate  a  more  decisive' 
average ;  and,  on  the  other,  less  liable  than  the  more  valuable 
silver  money  to  be  removed  from  the  site  of  their  primary 
circulation.  Under  this  view,  but  without  accepting  Behat 
either  as  the  centre  or  positive  capital  of  the  kingdom  for 
whose  currency  they  were  designed  to  provide,  its  boundaries 
might  be  conjectured  as  extending  down  the  Do&b  of  the 
Ganges  and  Jamna  below  Hastin&ptira,  and  westwards  beyond 
the  latter  river  to  some  extent  along  the  foot  of  the  Himalayas 
into  the  Panj&b.* 

I  now  proceed  to  insert  the  legends. 

Obvebse  :  (Indian  P&Ii.) 

Maharajasa  rdjnah  Kunandasa  Amagha  bhratasa. 
B.EVEBSE :  (Arian.) 

"p^  Tv^v?  >miHn  ^y^xv^ 

Maharajaaa  raja  K .  .  nddsa  Amogha  bhratiaa. 
'Of  the  great  king,  the  king  Kunanda,  the  brother  of 
Amogha.'" 

1  [  Major  Cmmineham  speaks  of  them  as  '^  coins,  both  of  silver  and  copper, 
found  chiefly  between  the  Indus  and  the  Jamna,"  Bhiha  Topet,  p.  364.  Mr.  Bayley's 
experience  as  a  coin  collector,  like  my  own,  would  take  their  true  site  more  to  tne 
eastward.] 

>  [See  also  Wilson,  '  Ariana  Antiqua,'  pi.  xt.,  23,  p.  416 ;  Cunningham,  *  Bhilsa 
Topes,'  366.] 
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The  legends,  thus  transcribed,  are  derived  from  three  very 
perfect  silver  coins  in  the  British  Museum,  aided  by  further 
specimens  in  my  own  possession,  all  of  which  were  originally 
obtained  from  locaUties  within  the  geographical  limits  above 
defined.  The  functions  assigned  to  the  several  letters  demand 
exact  illustration,  as  not  only  is  the  coin  engraved  in  pi.  xix. 
defective  in  its  epigraphs,  but  it  is  upon  the  test  of  the  modi- 
fications of  the  style  of  writing  alone,  that  any  approximate 
estimate  of  date  can  be  attempted. 

In  regard  to  the  obverse  legend,  I  may  commence  by  re- 
marking that  the  two  examples  of  the  if,  and  the  V  which 
follow  the  first  of  these,  assimilate  to  the  type  of  their  coun- 
terpart letters  in  the  Jundgarh  Rock-inscription  of  "Western 
India  [XLP]«  The  outline  of  the  T  varies  in  different  speci- 
mens of  the  coinage  ;  in  some  examples,  the  character  is  formed 
by  the  single  perpendicidar  down-stroke  of  early  days,  which 
retains  its  identity  in  most  of  the  Gupta  monumental  inscrip- 
tions of  Hindust&n  Proper,*  while  on  other  pieces  it  is  fashioned 
after  the  Western  model,  with  the  foot  curve  to  the  left  [  J] 
The  ^'s  are  also  subject  to  modifications  of  shape,  at  times 
appearing  as  the  formal  square-backed  character  of  the  Western 
Caves  [  E  ]j  and  at  others  exhibiting  the  similitude  of  a  Greek 
S-  The  body  of  the  ^BT  has  occasionally  the  rounded  form  of 
the  Western  type  [  Ji  ]  so  immediately  derived  from  the  L&t 
original ;  while,  in  other  instances,  this  sibilant  is  given  with 
the  square  formation  of  more  recent  writings,  though  in  no  case 
can  its  period  be  much  reduced  on  this  latter  ground.  The  'T 
in  rdjnah  is  of  its  earliest  square  form  ["h  ],  and  the  ^  equally 
follows  the  oldest  known  configuration  of  the  representative  of 
that  soimd  [I].  The  nasal  -^  {anu^wdra)  I  have  supplemented 
to  the  ^,  may  possibly  prove  to  be  either  a  W,  or  a  medial 
1[ ;  in  one  specimen  the  sign  is  placed  above  the  upper 
forward  limb  of  the  ^,  the  major  portion  of  it  being  necessarily 

1  [  Allah&b&d,  Eum&on,  Bhit&ri,  and  Eran.] 
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lost,  from  the  fact  of  its  touching  the  edge  of  the  piece.  In 
another  example,  again,  the  mark  is  projected  onwards  in  the 
line  of  writing  from  the  lower  horizontal  stroke  of  the  intro- 
ductory W.  The  succeeding  ^  is  usually  imperfectly  formed ; 
in  some  cases,  it  appears  to  carry  with  it  an  appended  W.  The 
initial  ^  in  Amogha  is  of  an  early  type,  and  generally  imiform 
in  its  expression,  except  in  the  definition  of  the  'nail-heads'  or 
mdtrds  of  the  period,  which,  at  times,  however,  are  altogether 
wanting.  The  'ft  [  X  ]  is,  preferably,  ^  [  Jf  ],  but  there  are, 
occasionally,  traces  of  an  elongation  of  the  mdtrd  on  the  first 
down-stroke  of  the  consonant,  which  might  justify  the  con- 
cession made*  to  the  probabilities  of  nomenclature.  It  will  be 
seen  that,  though  the  L&t  alphabet  expressed  the  ftill  or  initial 
ift  by  [  -^  ]  ;  in  combination,  the  vowel  sign  was  divided  and 
placed  in  separate  portions  on  the  tops  of  the  two  down-strokes 
of  the  consonant.  The  S&h  inscription  at  Jun&garh,  on  the 
other  hand,  inserted  the  vowel-mark,  in  composition,  in  its 
more  natural  position  in  the  body  of  the  covering  letter  [  3£  ]• 

The  ^  [  HI  ],  though  stiflT  and  square,  is  entitled  to  claim 
considerable  antiquity;  but  the  ^  departs  notably  from  the 
more  formal  outline  of  the  parent  stock,  though  it  does  not 
directly  accord  with  any  of  the  more  modem  examples  we  are 
able  to  cite.  The  IT  is  likewise  inconsistently  fashioned,  appear- 
ing often  as  the  most  ancient  rectangular  character  [  A  1' 
while,  in  other  instances,  its  lower  strokes  are  curved,  as  in  the 
Sdh  inscription  [  ft  ]. 

The  Arian  writing  on  the  reverse  varies  less  obviously  in 
the  different  specimens  of  these  mintages,  than  the  counterpart 
legend  on  the  obverse.  In  some  instances,  however,  the  entire 
inexperience  of  the  die-engravers  in  the  use  of  this  alphabet  is 
strikingly  exemplified  in  the  distortion  of  some  of  the  characters, 
and  the  complete  reversal  of  others.  Thus  the  Arian  'T  [  M  ] 
is  transformed  into  a  P&Ii  U  [  H  ]•  The  H  and  the  ^,  in  like 
manner,  would  have  appeared  as  such  when  read  from  the  die, 
but  of  course  fail  to  render  the  requisite  characters  on  the  coin 
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produced  by  that  die.  The  >'s,  again,  are  simply  inverted, 
and  will  not  indicate  that  letter,  either  on  the  negative  or  posi- 
tive surface.  Further,  in  one  case  the  Arian  ^  in  Kananda  is 
represented  by  a  palpable  ^  of  the  fellow  alphabet.  However, 
as  these  coins  are  manifestly  emanations  from  different  mints, 
it  is  not  unnatural  that  the  Arian  phonetic  system  should  be 
better  understood  in  the  one  place  than  the  other,  especially  on 
or  near  the  boundary  line,  or  point  of  early  contact,  of  the  two 
alphabets.^ 

It  remains  to  remark  on  the  orthography  of  the  name  of 
Amogha.  The  mark  below  the  if,  as  in  the  parallel  case 
in  the  other  legend,  may  possibly  be  read  as  W,  but  on  the 
single  specimen  that  retains  the  compound  in  decent  legibility, 
it  partakes  more  of  the  nature  of  the  down-stroke  which  consti- 
tutes the  medial  1'  rather  than  the  appearance  of  the  simple  dot, 
which  should  express  the  W.  It  is  also  placed  a  little  to  the 
right,  below  the  %  instead  of  being  located  to  the  left  in  the 
forward  line  of  the  writing,  as  is  us\ial  with  the  dot  which 
serves  to  indicate  the  W.  The  ^  gh,  corresponding  with  the 
^  on  the  obverse,  comes  in  opportunely  to  settle  and  determine 
the  true  Arian  form  of  this  letter  of  rare  occurrence. 

With  such  a  heterogeneous  array  of  materials,  it  would  of 
course  be  useless  to  pretend  directly  to  identify  the  style  of 
P&li  writing  on  these  coins  with  any  one  of  the  epochal  repre- 
sentatives of  that  system,  which  pal8EK)graphers  have  hitherto 
accepted  without  comment  from  Prinsep's  Chronological  Table 
of  Alphabets.  I  have  previously  intimated,  that  I  myself  do 
not  give  in  my  adhesion  to  the  finality  of  these  data,  and  if 
anything  were  needed  to  prove  the  propriety  of  my  dissent,  it 
would  be  contributed  by  the  mixed  and  discordant  characters  on 
the  obverse  of  these  coins,  which,  tested  by  simple  instances  of 
literal  forms,  might  be  made  to  ascend  to  close  proximity  with 

^  [  I  may  note  further,  in  apparent  illustration  of  the  more  vnlrar  currency  of  the 
Indian,  as  mstiikguiBhed  from  the  Bactrian-P&li,  that  the  former  alone  appears  on  the 
copper  coinage.] 
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the  L&t  alphabet  of  Asoka's  day,  or  in  the  hands  of  others,  who 
might  equally  subject  them  to  the  same  incomplete  and  limited 
criterion,  they  might  be  reduced  to  a  date  but  little  anterior  to 
the  rule  of  the  Guptas.  In  like  manner,  I  am  free  to  admit 
that  any  theory  which  should  propose  to  confine  all  progress  in 
alphabetical  development  to  exclusively  local  action,  would 
similarly  prove  at  fault  under  the  ordeal  supplied  by  these 
pieces. 

With  all  the  above  fairly-stated  imcertainty,  I  myself  am 
disposed  to  attribute  to  the  writing,  and  inferentially  to  the 
coins,  a  very  high  antiquity.  In  the  present  state  of  our 
knowledge,  and  without  much  more  of  cautious  sifting  than 
time,  opportunity,  or  ascertained  facts  admit  of,  it  would  be 
futile  for  me  to  enter  into  arguments  to  justify  my  impression ; 
but,  on  the  evidence  of  the  make  and  character  of  the  coins 
themselves,  I  should  claim  for  them  a  fabrication  independent 
of  Greek  art,^  and  from  the  general  tenor  of  the  evidence  of 
the  forms  of  letters,  I  should  assume  a  not  greatly  retarded, 
though  independently  matured,  departure  from  our  earliest 
extant  models  of  the  P41i  monumental  inscriptions.' 

^  [I  base  tliis  inference  chiefly  on  the  character  and  execution  of  the  coin  dies; 
hut  there  is  more  to  be  said  upon  the  sabject,  namely,  that  unless  we  fix  the 
issue  of  these  coins  before  the  occupation  of  Northern  India  hj  the  Bactrian  Greeks, 
we  shall  find  a  difficulty  in  assigning  to  their  owners  any  epocn  that  will  not  be  too 
modem  for  all  the  probabilities  of  toe  case.  Apollodotus,  Menander,  and  his  suc- 
cessors, seem  to  hare  Ailly  established  their  sway  over  and  beyond  the  section  of 
the  country  to  which  I  would  limit  the  rule  of  the  princes  who  put  forth  this  money. 
The  coins  of  these  Greek  monarchs  are  procurable  as  low  aown  tiie  Ganra  as 
Ben&res.  Mathurfi,  would  almost  seem  to  have  been  the  seat  of  a  Greek  mint,  if  any 
credit  is  due  to  the  abundance  and  apparent  uniformity  of  type  of  the  copper  money 
of  the  first-named  king,  found  in  and  around  that  ancient  city.  Very  lately,  an 
extensive  hoard  has  been  discoTered  near  that  place  (Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.,  1854, 
p.  690,)  consisting  of  some  hundreds  of  coins  bearing  a  succession  of  names  with 
types  in  yarious  degrees  of  debasement,  but  all  imitated  from  the  standard  model  of 
the  hemidrachmas  of  Strato,  whose  silver  money  approximates  closely  to  the  style 
and  fabric  of  Menander's  coinage.  I  myself,  in  olden  days,  secured  nearly  two 
hundred  out  of  a  find  (reported  at  600  and  odd)  of  Greek  hemidrachmas,  discoyeied 
during  the  excayation  of  a  canal  bed,  near  Sah&ranpfir.  These  were  unmixed  with 
any  foreign  money,  or  even  specimens  of  other  local  coinages ;  and  were  confined  to 
the  mintag^es  of  some  four  or  five  Bactrian  monarchs,  Apollodotus,  Menander, 
Strato,  Antimachus,~and,  if  I  remember  rightly,  Antialkides,] 

>  [  I  have  elsewhere  had  occasion  to  remark,  in  reference  to  the  age  and  cur- 
rency of  these  characters,  that  '*  Prinsep  has  himself  suggested  the  inquiry  as  to  how 
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Fig.  17  is  peculiar  for  its  multitude  of  symbols,  most  of  tbem 
known  to  us  by  tbeir  occurrence  on  other  coins.  Tbis  specimen  is 
also  of  tbe  Ventura  collection.  [See,  fiirtber,  *  Ariana  Antiqua,'  xv., 
28  to  31.] 

Fig.  18,  a  coin  in  Mr.  Tregear's  possession.  Several  of  tbe  same 
kind  have  been  before  introduced  into  my  plates,  but  hitherto  tbe 
figure  under  the  elephant  has  been  supposed  to  be  a  prostrate  elephant 
vanquished  by  the  upper  animal.  The  multiplication  of  specimens  has 
at  length  shown  us  the  true  character  of  the  doubtful  part,  and  that  it 
merely  consists  of  two  of  the  common  symbols  of  the  series. 

But   we  must   now   turn  to   plate   xx.,  in  which, 

thanks  to  Col.  Stacy,   I  have  been  able  to  attempt  a 

more  methodical  classification  from  his  abundant  supply 

of  this  Buddhist  series  of  coins. 


STACY'S  EARLIEST  HINDU  COINS. 

(plate  XX.) 

It  is  an  indisputable  axiom,  that  unstamped  frag- 
ments of  silver  and  gold  of  a  fixed  weight  must  have 
preceded  the  use  of  regular  coin  in  those  countries  where 
civilization  and  commerce  had  induced  the  necessity  of 
some  convenient  representative  of  value.  The  anti- 
quarian, therefore,  will  have  little  hesitation  in  ascribing 
the  highest  grade  of  antiquity  in  Indian  numismatology 
to  those  small  flattened  bits  of  silver  or  other  metal 
which  are  occasionally  discovered  all  over  the  country, 

mnch  of  change  of  alphabetical  symbols  might  be  incident  upon  the  use  of  a  more 
perfect  language,  as  compared  with  the  requirements  of  the  local  P61i.  Another 
point  of  important  bearing  on  the  main  question,  is  the  probable  modification  the 
written  or  cursive  literal  signs  were  subjected  to  as  opposed  to  the  stiff  and  formal 
outlines  of  the  characters  of  the  rock  inscriptions.  Up  to  this  time,  it  has  been 
usual  to  consider  the  old  P&li  writing  as  the  basis  of  all  Sanskrit  alphabets :  we  need 
not  contest  this  inference,  but  we  may  fairly  inquire  if  we  have  reached  the  date  of 
the  first  use  of  that  character  in  the  epoch  assigned  to  the  early  Buddhist  inscrip- 
tions ?  The  reply  would  reasonably  be  in  the  negatiye  ? '  [Prinsep  himself,  it  will 
be  seen,  accepted  a  margin  of  about  two  centuries  of  anterior  antiquity,  and  the 
estimate  might  be  almost  indefi^nitely  extended].  *  This  system  of  writing,  in  its 
sufficiency  for  all  purposes  of  its  own  'linguistic  expression,  may  well  have  continued 
for  a  lengthened  period  unchanged,  as  far  as  inscriptions  were  concerned,  at  the  same 
time  that  there  majr  have  been  a  progressive  advance  in  the  cursive  hand,  of  which 
we  have  no  immediate  record." — *  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.',  vii.  of  1854.] 

H 
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either  quite  smooth,  or  bearing  only  a  few  punch-marks 
on  one  or  both  sides ;  and  generally  having  a  comer  cut 
off,  as  may  be  conjectured,  for  the  adjustment  of  their 
weight.*  Many  instances  of  this  type  have  been  given 
in  Col.  Mackenzie's  collection  (figs.  101  to  108  of  Wil- 
son's plates),  who  describes  them  as  ^of  an  irregular 
form,  bearing  no  inscription,  occasionally  quite  plain, 
and  in  any  case  having  only  a  few  indistinct  and  unin- 
telligible symbols:  that  of  the  Sun,  or  a  star  is  most 
common ;  and  those  of  the  lingam  (?),  the  crescent,  and 
figures  of  animals  may  be  traced.'  The  Colonel's  speci- 
mens were  chiefly  procured  in  South  India :  others  have 
been  dug  up  in  the  Sunderbans  :  and  many  were  found 
at  Behat  (fig.  14). 

But  the  few  selected  specimens  in  Col.  Stacy's 
collection,  figs.  25 — 29)  yield  more  food  for  speculation 
thau  the  nearly  smooth  pieces  above  alluded  to.  On  all 
these  we  perceive  the  symbol  of  the  Sun  to  be  the 
faintest  of  those  present :  in  two  instances  (figs.  28,  29) 
it  is  superposed  by  symbols  which  may  be  hence  con- 
cluded to  be  more  recent.  These  are,  severally,  the 
Chaitya,  the  tree,  the  Swastika,  and  the  human  figure  ; 
besides  which,  in  fig.  26,  we  have  the  elephant,  the  bull, 
and  the  peculiar  symbols  of  figs.  34 — 37.  They  are  all 
stamped  on  at  random  with  punches,  and  may  naturally 
be  interpreted  as  the  insignia  of  successive  dynasties 
authenticating  their  currency. 

In  one  only,  fig.  30,  does  there  appear  any  approach 


I  Their  average  weight  is  fifty  grains,  or  the  same  as  the  l£w  tank  {==  3  fndthaa) 
of  the  ancient  Hind6  metrology.  Indeed  the  word,  ^UnOW  iank-iala^  ^  mint,'  goes 
far  to  prove  that  these  are  the  very  pieces  fabricated  for  circulation  under  that  name. 
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to  alphabetic  characters,  and  here  the  letters  resemble 
those  of  the  Lats,  or  of  the  Caves  in  the  West  of  India, 
the  most  ancient  wiitten  form  of  the  Sanskrit  language. 

[  In  further  illustration  of  the  symbols  impressed  upon  this 
crude  money,  I  insert  copies  of  some  novel  emblems  that  occur 
on  a  similar  class  of  primitively-adjusted  weights  of  silver  in  the 
collection  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal.  These  specimens  of 
the  introductory  phase  of  the  moneyer's  art  seem  to  have  been 
derived  from  a  different  section  of  the  continent  of  India  to 
those  that  have  hitherto  been  presented  to  the  public ;  some  of 
their  devices  probably  shadow  forth  the  emblems  of  a  sea- 
board kingdom ;  but  the  varieties  are  otherwise  interesting  as 
showing  that  the  system  of  this  simply-formed  currency  was 
as  wide -spread,  as  its  products  are  proved  to  have  been 
ample. 


^9^ 


@    [¥#1^]    g| 


/^^ 


With  a  view  to  test  the  authoritative  issue- weight  of  these  ' 

1  [  This  is  probably  the  most  fitting  place  to  insert  a  brief  note  on  ancient  Indian 
weights  for  gold  and  silver,  condensed  from  Colebrooke's  paper  on  the  subject  in  the 
*■  Asiatic  Researches/  The  lowest  division  of  the  Hind6  scheme  is  the  trasarenu  or 
vami  defined  as  a  *'  very  small  mote  which  may  be  discerned  in  a  sun-beam  passing 
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punch-marked  pieces  of  silver,  I  have  examined  in  detail  the 
extended  series  of  specimens  in  the  British  Museum,  and  selected 
for  trial  only  those  examples  that  appeared  to  be  un-abraded 

through  a  lattice:   it  is  further  described  by  medical  writers  as  comprising  30 

paramdnu  or  atoms." 

8  troMrenu  «=  1  likaha,  or  '  minute  poppy-seed.' 

3  liksha  as  1  rdj'a  sher^shapOy  or  *■  black  mustard-seed.' 

3  rdja  aher-ihapa  =s  1  gaura  sher-shapa^  or  '  white  mustard-seed.' 

6  gaura  shsrshapa  =bs  1  yava^  or  *  middle-sized  barley-corn.' 

3  yava  =  1  kruhnala^  or  *seed  of  the  ganj&.' 

This  last  is  the  lowest  denomination  in  general  use,  and  commonly  known  by  the 
name  of  rattiy  frattik&J  which  denotes  the  red  seed,  as  krUhnala  inoicates  the  black 
seed,  of  the  gat^d  creeper.  The  jewellers*  rati  is  rated  as  =  jths.  of  a  carat.  The 
ayerage,  taken  from  the  seeds  themselyes,  according  to  Sir  W.  Jones,  giyes  1  grain 
and  ^  ths. 

A  raitikd  is  also  said  to  be  equal  to  4  grains  of  rice  in  the  husk,  and  by  others  is 
stated  to  correspond  with  two  large  barley-corns.  Mr  Colebrooke  goes  on  to 
remark,  *^  Notwithstanding  this  apparent  uncertainty  in  the  comparison  of  a  seed  of 
the  gar^'d  to  other  productions  of  nature,  the  weight  of  a  raktikd  is  well  determined 
by  practice,  and  is  the  common  medium  of  comparison  for  other  weights." 

Weights  of  gold. 
5  krishnalas  or  raktikda  =  1  mdsha. 
16  mdshaa  =i  1  karaha^  ak»ha  iolaka,  or  suverna, 

4  karshaa  or  auvemas     =  1  pala  or  nishka. 
\0  palas  =  I  dharana. 

Some  authorities  giye  5  mvemaa  =s  1  pala. 

Weights  of  silyer. 
2  raktikda  ^  1  mdsha. 

16  mdshas  »&  1  dharana  or  purana. 

10  dharanat  sa  1  gatamdna  or  pala. 

A  karahay  or  80  raktikda,  of  copper  is  called  a  pana  or  kdraha-pana. 

Four  yarieties  of  mdahaa  are  also  noticed,  three  of  5,  4  and  16  raktikda  respec- 
tiyely,  and  a  fourth   (the  mdsha  of  silyer)  consisting  of  2  raktikda.    The  author 

Srocceds  to  note  further  modifications  of  tnese  weights,  which  need  not  be  cited  in 
etail ;  but  it  is  important  to  mark  the  definition  of  the  dindrj  as  the  term  will  be 
found  to  be  employed  in  some  of  the  ancient  inscriptions  referred  to  in  the  body  of 
this  work.  **  108  auvemM  or  tolakaa  of  gold  are  said  to  constitute  an  urubhiuhanay 
pala,  or  dindra."  .... 

**  Gop&la  Bhatt&  also  states  other  weights,  without  mentioning  by  what  classes 
they  are  used.    I  suspect  an  error  in  the  statement,  because  it  reduces  toe  mdaha  to  a 
yery  low  denomination,  and  I  suppose  it  to  be  the  jewellers'  weight. 
6  rdjikda  {raktikda)  =  1  mdsha,  hema  or  vdnaka, 

4  mdshaa  ■»  1  tanka^  aala,  or  dharana. 
2  tankaa  s=  1  kona, 

2  konaa  bb  1  karaha. 

Probably  it  should  be  raktikda  instead  of  rdjikda,  which  would  nearly  correspond 
with  the  weights  subjoined,  giyiujB^  24  rettikda  for  one  dharana  in  both  statements. 
It  also  corresponds  with  the  Tables  m  the  *  Ayin-i  Akberi '  (iii.,  94,)  where  a  tdnk  of 
24  rettia,  fixed  at  10  barley-corns  to  the  retti,  contains  240  barley-corns ;  and  a 
mdaha  of  8  rettia,  at  7  J  barley-corns  each,  contains  60  rettia  ;  consequently,  4  mdnhaa 
are  equal  to  one  tanka,  as  in  the  preceding  table ;  and  6  jewellers'  rettia  are  equal  to 
8  double  rettia  as  used  by  goldsmiths.  The  same  author  (Gop&la  Bhatt&)  obsenres 
that  weights  are  thus  stated  in  astronomical  books : 

2  large  barley-corns  :s  1  seed  of  the  gunja. 

8  gut\fda  =  1  baUa. 

8  bullaa  =  1  dharana. 

2  dharanas  =  1  alaka, 

1000  alakaa  =  1  dhatdka." 
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and  un-oxydized ;  the  result  of  the  weighment  of  ten  such 
samples  gives  an-  average  of  52*98  grains,  the  highest  total 
being  64,  the  lowest  52  grains, — ^while  four  specimens  out  of  the 
ten  were  exactly  balanced  at  53  grains.  Of  the  circular,  or 
rounded-off  specimens,  the  average  was  somewhat  lower,  but 
many  of  these  equally  came  up  to  the  53  grains ;  the  metal  of 
which  they  are  composed  is,  however,  clearly  debased  below  the 
standard  of  their  less  advanced  prototypes. 

Next  presents  itself  a  series  of  sections  of  metal,  which  may 
either  be  of  earlier  or  of  later  date  than  the  above.  They  ap- 
pear more  primitive  in  their  crudity  of  make,  but  seem  more 
definitively  developed  in  their  stamp.  They  take  the  shape  of 
mere  divisions  of  a  bar  of  silver,  i^^ths.  by  -^^ths.  of  an  inch, 
into  lengths  of  something  less  than  half-an-inch,  and  are  occa- 
sionally rounded  off  at  the  ends.  Unlike  the  cognate  series, 
they  are  marked  by  a  single  stamp  only,  which  occupies  one 
superficies  and  represents  two  connected  balls,  forming  probably 
such  portion  of  the  die,  seen  in  No.  33,  as  their  surfaces  were 
broad  enough  to  receive  the  impress  of.  The  best  specimen  of 
this  somewhat  rare  class  weighs  24*5  grains. 

And  here  I  would  notice  a  considerable  advance  in  the  art  of 
coining,  and  one  that  successfully  illustrates  the  independent 
local  progress,  reminding  us  of  the  parallel  incused-square  of 
many  of  the  early  Greek  medals.  In  this  instance,  the  square 
die  is  driven  home  upon  one  surface  so  as  to  give  the  coin 
a  concavo-convex  form,  while  the  opposite  face  remains  blank.* 

The  tale  of  Bhells;  compared  to  weight  of  siWer,  is  quoted  as  follows  from  the 
'Zilavati:' 

20  kapardakas  (shells,  cowries)      :=  1  kdkini. 
4  kdkinit  ^  1  pana^  kdrshapanUf  or  kdrshika. 

16  paras  ( =»  1  purana  of  shells)  =  1  bherma  of  silver. 

16  bhermaa  ^i  1  nishka  of  silyer. 

It  may  he  inferred  that  one  shell  is  valued  at  1  raktikd  of  copper ;  one  pana  of  shells 
at  1  pana  of  copper ;  and  64  panaa  at  one  tolaka  of  silver,  wnich  is  equal  in  weight 
to  one  pana  of  copper.  And  it  seems  remarkahle  that  the  comparative  value  of 
silver,  copper,  and  shells,  is  nearly  the  same  at  this  time  (1799)  **as  it  was  in  the 
days  of  Bhfeskara." — *  Asiatic  Researches^  v.,  91.] 

1  [  Though,  in  some  instances,  it  would  almost  seem  as  if  it  had  heen  designed  to 
produce  a  crude  device  on  the  convex  surface,  as  is  common  in  many  of  the  Greek 
examples.] 
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The  symbol  within  the  square  has  the  appearance  of  a  rude 
quatrefoil.  These  coins  are,  as  far  cus  I  know,  unpublished :  I 
have  never  met  with  any  in  the  entire  course  of  my  own  some- 
what comprehensive  search  after  local  antiquities,  nor  am  I 
aware  from  what  section  of  the  country  the  examples  I  quote 
were  obtained ;  they  now  form  part  of  the  late  Lord  Auckland's 
collection  in  the  British  Muscvun.  They  are  composed  of  silver 
considerably  alloyed,  and  weigh  from  thirty-five  up  to  forty-one 
grains. 

The  other  silver  varieties  of  early  date  seem  to  be  sufficiently 
illustrated  by  Prinsep's  text,  so,  without  fiirther  interruption, 
I  resume  the  sequel  of  his  observations.  ^] 

From  the  above  original  seem  to  have  descended  two 
distinct  families,  of  which  one  was  produced  by  the 
hammer  and  die,  the  other  by  casting  in  a  mould.  Of 
the  latter — easily  recognizable  by  the  depth  of  relief ;  the 
projecting  keel  on  the  margin,  shewing  where  the 
moulds  were  united ;  and  the  greater  corrosion  due  to 
the  softness  of  the  cast  metal ; — we  have  various  groups 
and  sub-divisions,  but  most  of  them  agree  in  bearing  the 
Chaitya  for  their  obverse ;  sometimes — as  in  figs.  34,  35, 
36,  37 — ^with  the  addition  of  two  smaller  symbols,  like 
the  sign  of  Taurus  reversed. 

On  the  reverse,  we  have  frequently  a  dog  with  a 
collar  (and  bell  ?)  guarding  a  sword  or  '  flag-staff  of 
victoiy,'  (jaya-dhtvaja'i)  figs.  20,  21,  34,  35,  36.  At 
other  times  an  elephant  (fig.  39) ;  a  bull  (37),  or  the 
sacred-tree  (15,  38);  and,  in  rarer  cases,  the  device  on 

»  [I  take  this  opportunitj  of  referring  to  certain  punch-marked  gold  coins  in 
Prinsep's  Collection  m  the  British  Museum.^  These  seem  to  be  of  a  far  more  modem 
date  than  the  specimens  of  the  silver  series :  they  are  impressed  with  punch  dies, 
bearing  devices  of  a  more  recent  character  and  execution,  ana  usually  display  a  super- 
struck  legend  consisting  of  four  characters  only  partially  intelligible.  The  locality 
of  their  discovery  is  not  noted ;  the  weights  of  the  four  specimens  arc  as  follow : 
67-5,  680,  68-3,  and  58-3.] 
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both  sides  is  changed,  as  in  40,  41.  Figs.  18,  42,  and 
43,  (in  the  latter  of  which  the  elephant  might  easily  be 
mistaken  for  a  Deva-nagari  letter,)  are  of  the  cast 
species ;  to  which  also  belongs  the  multi-symbolic  coin, 
fig.  18  of  the  last  plate,  and  its  fellows  of  former  plates. 
The  leaden  coin,  49,  is  also  cast,  but  it  is  probably  a 
forgery  from  some  copper  original. 

[  Further  examples  and  varieties  of  the  general  series  of  cast 
coins  have  since  come  to  light,  to  which  I  refer  here  merely  to 
exemphfy  how  diversified  both  the  types  and  fabric  of  these 
early  pieces  were,  and  the  time  that,  in  consequence,  must 
reasonably  be  conceded  to  have  elapsed  between  the  commence- 
ment and  the  termination  of  this  system  of  coinage.  We  have 
no  sufiicient  data  for  separating  the  locaKty  of  their  issue  from 
the  ordinary  field  of  the  collateral  mintage  of  die-struck  coins ; 
for,  as  far  as  can  be  inferred  from  the  sites  of  discovery,  they 
would  almost  appear  to  have  been  parallel  improvements  upon 
the  primitive  punch-marked  weights  of  metal :  that  they  pro- 
gressed in  their  own  independent  development,  may  however  be 
admitted,  from  the  advanced  character  of  the  outward  form,  and 
the  superior  treatment  of  the  devices,  of  the  later  specimens. 

As  might  be  expected,  they  altogether  fail  to  afibrd  any 
proximate  solution  of  the  intentional  standard  under  which  they 
were  put  forth,  as  the  weights  vary  to  a  marked  degree.  Well- 
preserved  examples  of  No.  37,  now  in  the  British  Museum, 
range  from  49  to  64,  65,  and  68  grains,  while  specimens  of 
No.  34  vary  from  64  to  74  grains. 

I  do  not  propose  at  present  to  enter  into  any  minutiaB 
in  illustration  of  the  various  classes  of  cast  coins,  but  I  would 
refer  to  a  somewhat  curious  division  of  the  manufacture,  in  the 
shape  of  coins  cast  in  copper  or  bronze,  with  the  one  side  left 
altogether  blank.  I  infer  that  Nos.  30,  31,  pi.  xv.,  *  Ariana 
Antiqua,'  are  of  this  description,  though  Prof.  Wilson  does  not 
notice  the  method  of  formation. 


216  DIE-STRUCK   corns.  [ABi.x. 

However,  I  have  a  coin  of  Mr.  Bayley's  now  before  me, 
which  leaves  little  doubt  as  to  the  process  employed  for  its  pro- 
duction. These  pieces  are  further  interesting,  though  perplex- 
ing, in  the  fact  that,  though  so  crude  and  normal  in  their  fabric, 
they  exhibit  legends,  in  the  old  L&t  character,  of  excellent 
execution  and  some  pretension.  The  piece  under  reference  bears 
the  letters  ^^plt^  or  ^M^H^fl  with  the  'Taurus'  sjTnbol 
Ijelow  and  a  circle  with  a  dot  in  the  centre  above  the  writing. 
I  myself  have  a  coin  of  this  class,  the  legend  of  which  responds, 
though  unsatifactorily  to  the  modem  Sanscrit  letters  |^^|4d^«] 
Of  the  second  branch,  or  die-struck  coins,  we  have 
also  several  sub-divisions :  I.  The  peculiar  bronze-metal 
(  Ayodhya  ?)  coins  of  Behat  in  the  last  plate ;  to  which 
belongs  44,  with  the  ^  tree '  symbol,  and  a  sitting  dog  on 
the  obverse.  II.  A  group,  (figs.  45,  46,  47,  [Ramadatasa]  ) 
having  a  horse  on  one  side,  similar  to  Lieut.  ConoUy's 
coin  1,  pi.  XXV.  [vii.]  of  vol.  iii.  III.  The  ^  stag '  and 
Chaitya  coin,  (figs.  16,  48;  also,  figs.  1,  2,  and  6,  of 
pi.  xviii.,  and  fig.  4,  of  pi.  xxv.  [vii.]  vol.  iii.) :  and,  IV. 
Those  square  rude  coins,  first  pointed  out  by  Masson, 
having  an  elephant  on  one  side,  and  a  lion  (dog)  on  the 
other,  with  the  characteristic  Chaitya  symbol:  figs.  50 
and  51  of  this  kind,  are  from  the  Ventura  collection. 

Upon  most  of  the  latter,  or  die-struck,  species  are 
portions  of  inscriptions  in  the  Lat  character,  as  was  first 
clearly  determined  from  Lieut.  Conolly's  coin  [vii.  fig.  1]. 
The  letters,  so  well  defined  on  that  type-coin,  may  be 
read  ft^tt^^j  vidahevasa ;  [Iquy^^ff]  the  second  in  the 
list  there  given  was  converted  into  dJM^^^f ;  the  third 
into  iwnnR;  but  such  renderings,having  nothing,  beyond 
their  being  real  Sanskrit  vrords,  to  recommend  them,  are 
hardly  admissible.     In  the  same  manner,  nothing  can  be 
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made  of  the  combination  patama  dasata  of  fig.  45 ; 
pasaha  of  46  ;  or  ramahata  of  47  :  the  last  coin  is  curious, 
from  having  an  alligator  or  lizard  symbol,  similar  to  the 
sign  on  the  porcelain  ring  from  Behat  (fig.  1.) 

In  explanation  of  the  absence  of  any  of  the  titles  of 
sovereignty  in  these  legends,  the  quotation  already  cited 
from  M.  Csoma's  Analysis  of  the  ^  Dulva '  may  be  again 
brought  forward — ^that  under  the  symbols  of  the  ^  circle, 
deer,'  etc.  the  name  of  the  founder  of  the  vihara  should 
be  inscribed ; — indeed  the  whole  of  the  above  passage  is 
singularly  applicable  to  this  group  of  coins ;  and,  in  con- 
junction with  other  evidence,  suggests  the  idea  that  the 
Buddhist  coinage  was  struck  in  the  monasteries  of  the 
priesthood,  where  the  learning,  skill,  and  riches  of  the 
country  would  naturally  follow  their  attainment  of 
influence  8ind  ascendancy  over  princes  and  people.  The 
same  argument  may  account  for  the  imitation  of  Bactrian 
or  Indo-Scythic  devices  in  the  later  coins  of  the  series ; 
since  it  is  well  known  that  Buddhism  prevailed  through 
these  countries  also,  and  a  constant  inter-communication 
must  have  been  consequently  kept  up.  How  far  the 
antiquity  of  the  first  Buddhist  groups  of  coins  may  have 
approached  the  epoch  of  Buddha  (544  B.C.)  it  is  difficult 
to  determine,  but  their  assimilation  to  the  Indo-Scythic 
coins  must  have  been  posterior  to  the  breaking  up  of  the 
genuine  Bactrian  dynasty,  perhaps  about  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Christian  era. 

[In  regard  to  Prinsep's  *  second  branch/  or  die-struck  coins, 
I  have  also  a  few  observations  to  offer,  as  the  distinct  stages  of  im- 
pulsive progress  seem  to  be  susceptible  of  more  accurate  classifi- 
cation and  separation  than  they  have  previously  been  subjected 
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to.  It  is  clear  that,  in  this  instance,  the  practical  adaptation  of 
a  conventional  coinage  arose  out  of  the  introductory  definition  of 
fixed  weights  of  metal  as  the  ordinary  representatives  of  value ; 
and  the  early  punch-marked  pieces  of  silver  and  copper  authen- 
tically exemplify  the  transitional  phase  thus  far  advanced  beyond 
the  primitive  system  of  barter.  Whether  the  consecutive  sym- 
bols impressed  upon  their  surfaces  convey  the  insignia  of  dif- 
ferent dynasties,  or  purport  to  be  no  more  than  the  trial  counter- 
stamps  of  subsequent  weighments — ^for  the  renewed  legalization 
of  the  pieces  either  in  other  kingdoms  or  during  the  reigns  of 
succeeding  potentates — ^we  need  not  stop  to  determine  ;  but  it  is 
manifest  that,  with  a  people  so  advanced  in  civilization  as  the 
HJndus  of  olden  time,  the  division  of  recognised  weights  of  silver 
and  copper  of  convenient  amount,  effectually  constituted  an  in- 
troductory circidating  medium  ;  and  the  fact  of  these  measures 
of  value  being  still  referred  to  as  weights,  and  not  as  definitive 
coins,  perhaps  simply  establishes  the  consistency  of  the  written 
law*  with  the  material  evidences  those  who  lived  under  it  have 
left  behind  them. 

The  copper  and  bronze  coins  illustrate  more  completely 
than  their  less  conamon  associates  of  the  superior  metal  the 
successive  rudiments  of  mechanical  development.  Their  earliest 
examples  diverge  but  slightly  from  the  original  crude  model ; 

^  [The  following  disconnected  extracts  from  Mann  indicate  pretty  clearly  that, 
even  iT  there  were  absolutely  no  determinate  coinage,  there  were,  at  least,  ready  means 
of  liquidating  both  large  and  small  amounts.     Oold,  it  must  be  remembered,  is,  to  this 


day,  receivable,  in  Hindt^st&n  proper,  by  weight  alone : — Chap.  viii.  Para.  131 :  *  Those 
names  of  copper,  silver,  and  gold  weights,  which  are  commonly  used  among  men,  for  the 
purpose  of  worldly  business,  I  will  now  comprehensively  explain.'  The  text  then  goes 
on  to  enumerate  the  weights  quoted  from  Colcbrooke,  page  211.  Para.  138:  *Now 
260  panas  are  deckired  to  be  the  first  or  lowest  amercement,  600  the  mean,  and  1000 
the  highest.'  Para.  212 :  *  Should  money  or  goods  be  given,'  etc.  Para.  213  :  *  If  the 
money  be  delivered,'  etc.  Para.  318  :  *  He  who  steals  the  rope  or  the  wateroot  fit)m  a 
well,  and  he  who  breaks  down  a  cistern,  shall  be  fined  a  m&sha  of  gpold.'  Para.  330 : 
...  *  The  fine  shall  be  6  racticas  of  gold  or  silver.'  Para.  402 :  *  Let  the  King 
make  a  regulation  for  market  prices.'  Para.  403  :  '  Let  all  weights  and  measures  be 
well  ascertained  by  him,  and  once  in  six  months  let  him  re-examine  them.'  Para. 
404 :  *■  The  toll  at  a  ferry  is  1  pana  for  an  empty  cart,  \  a  pana  for  a  man  with  a  load. 
\  pana  for  a  beast  used  m  agriculture,  or  for  a  woman,  and  |  otKpana  for  an  unloaded 
man.'  Para.  404:  ^The  King  should  order  each  man  of  the  mercantile  class  to 
practice  trade,  or  money  lending,'  etc. — Sir  W.  Jones :  *  Institutes  of  Hind6  Law ;  or, 
the  Ordinances  of  Menu/  WorkR.  vol.  iii.l 
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for  though  the  one  die  continues  to  shew  a  gradual  improve- 
ment upon  the  ancient  contremarques,  the  lower  surface  of 
the  coin  is  still  left  blank/  Next  we  perceive  the  incipient 
indication  of  a  reverse,  arising,  possibly,  out  of  the  necessity 
for  a  sort  of  catch  on  the  smooth  anvil  which  hitherto  appears 
to  have  been  employed.  This  innovation  also  may  be  detected 
in  its  various  scales  of  elaboration,  from  the  rough  intaglio 
needed  to  fix  the  planchet,  up  to  the  nearly  complete  device 
of  Nob.  45,  46 :  or  otherwise,  as  in  the  case  of  many  of  the 
Behat  coins,  the  object  in  view  may  be  seen  to  have  been  more 
simply  attained  by  the  convex  surface  given  to  the  reverse  of 
the  piece.  I  do  not  propose  to  follow  out  this  subject  more  at 
large :  it  is  sufiicient  to  say,  that  for  this  section  of  Hindust&n 
its  own  metallic  records  efficiently  prove  the  self-instruction 
of  its  inhabitants ;  and  the  several  steps  in  invention  which  led 
to  the  final  production  of  the  excellent  silver  coins  of  Amogha. 
To  the  evidence  derived  from  manipulative  indications 
may  be  added  those  of  the  designs  and  treatment  of  the 
die-devices,  which  in  like  degree  evince  independent  thought. 
The  Indian  figures  follow  the  ideal  models  of  their  own  land, 
and  bear  no  trace  of  the  conventionalities  of  Greek  art.  The 
devices,  though  at  times  rising  far  above  mediocrity,  affect  only 
local  associations,  and  are  as  free  from  all  symptom  of  imitation 
of  the  favourite  subjects  of  the  Greek  mint-masters  as  their 
details  are  deficient  in  the  boldness  and  freedom  of  the  classic 
dies.  On.  the  other  hand,  the  re-productive  process  can  be 
traced  in  all  its  degradations  at  a  subsequent  period — ^when  the 
indigenous  races  came  to  supersede  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Bactrian-Greeks  ;  and  the  contrast  shews  how  very  different  was 
the  action  of  the  downward  course,  among  the  same  people,  in 
copying  foreign  prototypes — ^in  opposition  to  the  free  develop- 
ment of  their  own  accepted  models.  In  illustration  of  this,  I  have 
only  to  refer  to  the  Satrap  coins  previously  noticed  as  imitated 

\  [  CoinB  foand  on  the  Jamn&— having  a  stag  device  and  the  legend  Bamatasa, 
— with  their  modifications,  etc.] 
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from  the  homidrachmas  of  Strato ;  ^  to  the  Minerya  Promachos 
on  the  Saur&shtran  coins ; '  or  to  the  profile  on  the  Gupta  silver 
money.* 

Nos.  50,  51,  pL  XX.,  and  their  cognate  series  pertaining 
to  a  more  westerly  division  of  the  country,  are  peculiarly 
instructive  in  their  approximation  to  the  standard  type  of  the 
copper  coins  of  Agathocles  and  Pantaloon  (pi.  xxvii.,  figs.  6, 
7,  8,  9).  Prinsep  has  elsewhere  remarked  upon  this  assimi- 
lation, which,  however,  Prof.  Wilson  seems  somewhat  inclined 
to  disavow,  when  he  observes,  *  They  are  both  rude  lumps 
of  copper,  it  is  true,  but  they  have  nothing  else  in  common ; 
and  the  style  of  the  Greek  coins,  however  barbarous,  is 
very  superior  to  these  Buddhist  coins.*  Whatever  the  merit 
of  the  execution,  there  remains  the  more  important  ques- 
tion whether  these  so-entitled  *  Buddhist  coins'  are  imitations 
of  the  Greek  mintages,  or  whether  the  Greek  money  of 
analogous  type  represents  an  improvement  upon  the  indi- 
genous currency.  I  myself  should  certainly  lean  towards  the 
latter  deduction.  I  find  an  example*  of  the  earliest  form  of 
oblong  sections  of  copper,  impressed  with  the  stamp  of  an 
elephant,  of  a  character  similar  to  the  ordinary  reverse  of  the 
Buddhist  coins,  associated  with  the  'Taurus'  symbol  so  frequent 
on  the  Eastern  series.  Next  I  would  refer  to  the  limited  and 
imperfect  mechanical  execution  of  the  Buddhist  coins ;  in  that 
they  indicate  a  compromise  short  of  a  perfect  coin,  having  the 
upper  face  struck  inwards  with  a  square  die  of  less  superficial 
extent  than  the  ordinary  surface  of  the  piece,  which  punch  is 
seemingly  driven  home,  with  a  view  to  communicate  through  the 
metallic  texture,  a  certain  degree  of  convex  protrusion,  which 
has  the  effect  of  filling  in  the  cavities  of  the  device  on  the 
reverse,  the  die  for  which,  as  has  been  previously  shewn  in  other 

1  [  *  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.',  vii.  of  1854,] 

>  [  PI.  xxvii.,  fig.  8,  9.] 

3  [PI.  iv.,  fig.  20,  and  pi.  xxyii.,  figs.  10,  11,  12.] 

*  [  British  Museum,  weight,  40  grs,] 
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specimens,  partakes  more  of  the  nature  of  an  anvil,  with  an 
intaglio  engraved  upon  its  surface,  than  that  of  a  second  die, 
in  the  usual  acceptation  of  the  term.  The  Bactrian-Greek 
coins,  on  the  other  hand,  though  nearly  assimilating  in  many  of 
their  details,*  take  higher  ground  in  the  scale  of  art,  not  only  in 
technic  merit,  but  more  definitively ;  inasmuch  as  their  obverse 
and  reverse  dies,  if  not  uniform  and  exactly  opposed  on  the  two 
surfaces,  are  of  broader  expanse  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the 
metal  to  be  impressed,  and  they  are  equally  raised  in  the 
gradations  of  the  ordinary  advance  of  coinage,  in  exhibiting 
legends,  the  vernacular  transcript  of  which,  at  least,  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty  in  the  local  mint-masters  imitating,  had 
the  indigenous  coins  been  derivatives  from  the  Greek  stock. 

In  brief,  the  simple  rule  for  the  test  of  all  these  questions 
would  be  that,  while  there  may  well  be  retrogression  in  artistic 
execution,  there  will  seldom  be  oblivion  of  mechanical  adap- 
tations when  once  communicated. 

Another  argument  of  no  inconsiderable  weight  against  the 
priority  of  the  Greek  examples  of  these  associate  mintages  is, 
that  the  adoption  of  the  square  form  of  piece  was  opposed  to  the 
home  practice  of  the  western  nations,  while  it  was  a  natural 
sequence  in  the  order  of  local  coinages. 

I  have  quoted  the  opinions  of  Bumouf  and  Wilson  d-propoa 
to  Prinsep's  first  enquiry  as  to  the  derivation  of  the  art  of  coin- 
ing among  the  people  of  India  (p.  53),  but  I  have  reserved  any 
observations  of  my  own  on  the  subject,  tiU  I  could  illustrate 
their  tenor  in  direct  connexion  with  the  figured  exemplars  whose 
fabric  and  execution  should  vindicate  my  deductions. 

Prof.  Wilson,  it  will  be  seen,  hesitates  to  admit  the  origi- 
nality or  independence  of  the  local  development  of  this  art, 
though,  as  I  have  before  hinted,  he  might  well  have  afibrded  to 
express  a  more  authoritative  judgment  in  favour  of  the  inventive 

*  [  The  weights  of  the  two  classes  assimilate  closely, — four  good  specimens  of  the 
*  elephant ''and  Mion'  coins  in  the  British  Museum  wei^h  seyerally,  181,  191,  193, 
and  201  g^ins.    Two  undamaged  coins  of  Agathocles  give  183  ana  194  grs.] 
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claims  of  the  race  whose  literature  he  has  contributed  so  largely 
to  make  known  to  the  European  world  of  modem  days !  I,  for 
my  part,  have  no  reserve  in  conceding  to  the  early  inhabitants  of 
Hindust&n  a  creative  and  improving  faculty,  such  as  sufficed  to 
produce,  without  any  apparent  foreign  aid,  such  specimens  of 
mint  workmanship  as  may  fairly  be  designated  complete  coins. 

The  shades  and  gradations  of  this  progress  towards  the 
mechanism  of  what  we  understand  by  coined  money,  may  be 
exemplified  in  the  collateral  efforts  of  invention  the  different 
series  display,  each  in  its  own  order  and  degree.  Had  India 
waited  for  Greek  art  to  teach  it  how  to  fabricate  money,  India's 
exhumed  produce  should  have  betrayed  to  us  nothing  short  of 
coins  of  fiill  die-struck  maturity.  As  I  have  before  remarked, 
to  whatever  point  artistic  execution  might  chance  to  advance, 
the  country  so  instructed  was  not  likely  to  have  degenerated 
to  the  more  crude  and  imperfect  processes  of  undeveloped 
science.  Once  learnt,  the  combination  of  the  two  dies  was  but 
little  more  difficult  than  the  application  of  one;  and  certainly 
its  simplicity  and  effectiveness  would  recommend  it  far  beyond 
the  troublesome  and  unsatisfactory  process  of  a  separate  casting 
for  each  individual  piece,  or  any  other  of  the  initial  efforts 
towards  the  production  of  money,  eventually  so  far  perfected 
in  situ,  that  modem  civilization  rests  content  with  pieces  but 
little  improved  upon  the  form  thus  early  adopted. 

Having  disposed  so  far  of  the  internal  evidence  bearing  on 
the  origin  and  development  of  these  early  coinages,  it  is  need^ 
to  examine  to  what  extent  the  literature  of  the  country  con- 
tributes material  for  the  determination  of  the  epoch  of  the  initial 
phase  of  Indian  money.  The  solution  of  this  question  unfor- 
tunately depends  upon  the  due  definition  of  a  second  problem  : 
that  is,  the  age  of  the  work  from  which  we  draw  the  scant 
testimony  immediately  available. 

Prof.  Wilson^  is  of  opinion  that  the  Laws  of  Manu,  though 

*  [I  annex  some  remarks  with  which  Prof.  Wilson  has  favored  me,  in  reply  to  my 
query  as  to  the  date  of  Mann :  "  Sir  William  Jones'  estimate  of  the  date  or  Mann, 
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disfigured  by  interpolations,  and  only  cast  into  their  present 
form  in  about  200  B.C. — ^are  still  entitled  to  date  many  authentic 
portions  of  their  text  from  800  B.C.  The  passages  relating  to 
money  and  fines  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  books/  though  incon- 
sistently contrasted  in  the  translation,  sufficiently  accord  in  the 
original  version,  where  any  absolute  equivalent  for  the  term 
'money'  is  altogether  wanting.  If  it  be  permissible,  therefore, 
to  accept  these  passages  as  veritable  portions  of  the  original, 
we  may  infer,  that,  at  or  about  800  B.C.,  the  Hindus  were 
already  in  possession  of  such  a  scheme  of  exchange  as  re- 
cognised the  use  of  fixed  and  determinate  weights  of  metal, 
not  only  as  general  equivalents  and  measures  of  value ;  but 
further,  that  the  system  had  already  advanced  so  far  as  to 
adopt  small  and  convenient  sections  of  metal  into  the  category 
of  current  money ;  and  that  the  pimch-marked  pieces  of  the 
Plates  may  be  taken  to  exemplify  the  first  germs  of  improved 
conmiercial  and  fiscal  aptitude,  expressed  by  the  transitional 
movement  from  normal  weights  to  absolute  coins.* 

I  conclude  these  digressions  from  the  original  text  of  my 


eight  centuries  before  Christ,  is  based  upon  a  very  fanciful  and  inconclusiye  analogy, 
and  not  entitled  to  any  weight  whatever.  In  fact,  the  Laws  of  Manu  are  a  com- 
pilation of  the  laws  of  very  different  ages ;  many  are  word  for  word  the  same  as  the 
Sutras  of  some  of  the  oldest  Rishis.  There  are  various  unquestionable  proofs  of 
high  antiquity :-— the  people  of  Bengal,  Orissa,  and  the  Draviras  of  the  South  were 
not  Hindds  when  one  passage  was  written ;  and  Caldwell  places  Dravifa  civilisation 
through  the  Br&hmans  six  or  seven  centuries  before  Christ ; — there  is  no  mention  of, 
or  allusion  to,  Siva  or  Krishna,  which  places  the  work  before  the  ^Mah&bh&rat'; — 
there  is  evident  familiarity  with  the  Vedas,  persons  and  legends  being  alluded  to 
not  found  anywhere  else.  All  such  passages  I  could  consent  to  consider  at  least  as 
old  as  800  B.C.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  references  to  the  merit  of 
Ahinsd  *  non-injury  of  animal  life,'  and  these  are  probably  later  than  Buddhism — 
and  there  is  mention  of  the  Chinas,  a  name  that  Sinologues  say  is  not  older  than 
two  centuries  before  Christ ;  but  this  may  be  an  interpolation.  However,  I  should 
think  the  work  may  have  been  put  together  about  that  time,  although  very  much  of 
it  is  a  great  deal  older."] 

»  [Paras.  120,  140,  161,  159,  166,  169, 212,  213,  216,  220,  284,  298  (307?),  319, 
330,  361,  392,  393,  and  pa^  399.] 

2  [  I  abstain  from  demiitively  quoting  the  following  passaj^e  among  my  proofs  of  the 
existence  of  coined  money  in  India  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  Greeks,  as  I  am  aware 
that,  though  some  translations  render  j(afifiara  inrtipiO/iriaray  by  *  num&ratd  peeunid* 

^'"^    \  v.,  418; 

*  Pantheon 
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author  by  the  exhibition  of  a  wood-cut  of  an  entirely  new  species 
of  coin  discovered  in  the  Him&laya  mountains  near  Almorah,  and 
forwarded  by  the  finder,  with  two  others  of  nearly  similar  device, 
to  the  late  Sir  H.  M.  Elliot. 


(No.  2.) 


The  coin  represented  in  the  cut  will  be  seen  to  bear  the 
Buddhist  emblems  of  the  Stag  and  Bo-Tree,  associated  with  the 
legend  'ft^^TW  Siva-datasa — a  second  specimen  having  the 
central  device  figured  under  No.  2  ;  bears  similarly  the  Stag  and 
Bo-tree  insignia  on  its  margin;  accompanied  with  the  letters 
fil^in  •  .  The  imperfectly  developed  reverses  of  these  coins, 
the  produce,  like  others  previously  described,  of  an  engraved 
anvil,  also  bear  Buddhist  devices.] 

INDO-SCYTHIC  COINS  (RESUMED). 
(pl.  xxi.) 

Having  disposed,  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge,  of  the 
earliest  Hindti  coins,  we  must  now  return  to  the  Indo- 
Scythic  series,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  the  reader 
through  the  promised  line  of  connection  into  the  second 
great  field  of  Hindu  imitation. 

Enough  has  been  said  on  former  occasions  of  the 
two  principal  families  of  this  type,  the  Kadphises  and  the 


^  TOW  Xdfifiov  x^P^  (iyofjia  ^^  JV  »<^A.€i  2<y8<j^uu«)  ol  re  wikeu  abr^  iufoiyotrreu 
irpoffdyoyriy  icol  ol  oUftoi  rov  lidfifiov  rd  re  xP^k^f^  iturtiplBfifiaray*  ivol  robs 
M^ainas  fitrii  ff^v  trfoms  Mivr»¥. — ^Arrian,  books  vi.  and  xvi.,  cd.  Amst.  1757.] 

•  Yulcanius  Icgendum  conjicit  htapiQiirtra, 
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Kanerkos  groups;  but  with  a  view  of  systematizing  a 
little  the  information  already  obtained ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  of  introducing  a  few  new  and  very  beautiful  coins 
lately  added  to  our  list,  I  have  collected  in  the  present 
plate  the  principal  varieties  of  the  Kanerkos  Mithraics, 
subsequent  to  the  adoption  of  the  vernacular  titles  of 
roo  and  rao  nana  too. 

With  the  most  common  obverse  of  the  Indo-Scythic 
family — a  raja  clad  in  the  Tartar  coat,  and  inscribed 
PAo  KANHPKi  (fig.  3) — I  have  traced  on  the  copper  coins,  as 
well  as  on  the  gold  ones,  the  following  series  of  reverses, 
NANo  (for  nanaia)^  nanao,  mao,  miopo,  mitpo,  miopo.  mipa,  aopo, 
oKPo,  and  a  word  not  very  clearly  made  out  on  fig.  8, 
oAAo.  Of  these  the  explanations  have  been  already  at- 
tempted(pp.l26,etc.):  mithro^mitro^miro^  are  but  varieties 
of  mithra^  ^  the  Sun,'  whose  effigy  on  the  genuine  Greek 
coins  of  Kanerkos  is  plainly  entitled  haios.  I  have  con- 
jectured okro  to  be  intended  for  arka^  the  Sanskrit  name 
of  the  *  Sun ; '  and  his  four-armed  effigy  in  fig.  7, — more 
beautifully  developed  on  the  gold  coin  fig.  1,  an  unique 
obtained  by  Karamat  'All  at  K4bul, — confirms  this 
•opinion.  Athro  has  been  before  stated  to  be  the  Zend 
word  for  the  igneous  essence  of  the  Sun ;  and,  accordingly, 
we  find  a  flame  depicted  on  the  shoulders  of  the  figures 
bearing  this  epithet,  in  fig.  6  and  in  fig.  2,*  a  very 
pretty  little  gold  coin,  for  which  I  am  also  indebted  to 
Karamat  'All.     Nanaia^  remaining  feminine  in  nana  of 

^  Lieut.  Ommingham  has  added  this  variety  from  a  fine  ^Id  coia. 

*  [Ab  noticeB  regarding  ancient  coinages  are  rare  and  infrequent  in  the  Sanskrit 
authors,  I  avail  myself  of  uiis  opportunity  of  extracting  an  interesting  note  of  Prof. 
Wilson's,  d-propos  to  these  Kanerki  pieces :— *<  Although  not  connected  with  the 
history  of  Kanerki  or  hu  innovations,  it  seems  not  unlikely  that  the  use  of  the  term 
Ifana  on  his  coins  may  serve  to  elucidate  some  points  in  the  history  of  Sanskrit 
literature.    We  find,  for  example,  in  the  play  caUed  <  Mrich-chakati,'  in  a  Pr&krit 

15 
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fig.  4,  has  been  shewn  to  be  the  Persian  Diana,  or  the 
Moon : — and,  in  strict  accordance  with  the  Brahmanical 
mythology,  this  deity  is  made  masculine  in  nanao  and 
MAO — the  HT^  rnas  (^  lunu8  *J  of  the  Hindus — ^and  on  his 
effigy  in  fig.  9,  (as  in  former  drawings  in  vol.  iii.,)  the 
horns  of  the  moon  are  seen  to  project  from  behind  his 
shoulders. 

The  same  devices  in  every  respect  are  continued  upon 
several  succeeding  coins  of  the  rao  nana  rao  series.  The 
chief  varieties  of  the  obverse  of  these  are  given  in  figs. 
2,  and  9  to  14.  The  order  in  which  they  should  be 
placed  is  necessarily  doubtful;  but,  judging  from  the 
comparative  perfection  of  the  Grecian  letters,  the  *  couch- 
loxmger,'  fig.  9,  and  the  *  elephant-rider,'  fig.  10,  should 
have  precedence  over  the  rest. 

Fig.  9,  from  the  Ventura  collection,  is  a  very  perfect  specimen  of 
the  '  couch  lounger/  He  has  a  '  glory '  extended  around  his  body^  as 
well  as  his  head,  and  his  titles,  rao  nano  rao  and  korano,  are  distinct; 
but  the  name  is  unfortunately  missing,  no  more  than  00  being  visible. 

In  fig.  10  we  are  not  more  fortunate,  but  from  the  succession  of 


paflBage,  and  alBO  in  the  Sanskrit  text  of  the  *  Mitakshara,'  the  word  Ndn^a  used  to 
signify  a  coin.'  No  satisfactory  etymology  of  this  word  can  be  offered,  and  it  is,  in 
all  likelihood,  not  Sanskrit.  It  is  possibly,  therefore,  derived  from  the  Ndnd  of  the 
coins  of  Eanerki  or  his  successors,  from  which  Ndndka  would  be  regularly  formed.* 
The  commentator  on  the  play  describes  a  Ndndka  as  a  coin  having  upon  it  the  figure 
of  Siva ;  a  description  sufficiently  warranted  by  the  coins  of  this  period.  If  this 
origin  of  the  word  oe  accurately  conjectured,  the  age  of  Tainawalkya's  legal  dicta, 
and  that  of  the  *•  Mrich-chakati,*  must  be  subsequent  to  the  aara  of  Kanerki ;  and 
whatever  that  may  be,  they  will  be  of  a  less  remote  period  than  the  age  which 
popular  belief  assigns  to  them." — Ariana  Antigua,  p.  364.] 

'  [  "  Sakdra,  J[J[t  I|||U|I4  ^jftpiT    *  This  fllcher  of  broad  pieces,'  Act  1,  s.  1. 

The  comment  calls  Ndndka  Hlt^ll'^^'CWt  < a  coin  with  the  mark  of  Siva.'  The 
text  of  the  '  Mitakshara '  directs  that  the  nibricators  of  false  coins  shall  bo  punished, 
also  the  assayer  who  nves  a  false  valuation.  '  The  falsifier  of  weights,  copper  grants, 
measures,  and  also  of  the  Ndndka;  *  and,  again,  'the  assayer  of  Ndndkaa,  who  calls 
that  which  is  genuine  a  forgery,  or  fails  to  £tect  a  counterfeit,  is  to  be  punished  in 
the  highest  degree,  *  Mitakshara : '  Vyavahdra,  p.  80.  The  commentator  eridontly 
consi£r8  the  Ndndka  to  be  either  a  gold  or  silver  coin,  as  he  explains  its  being 
false  or  forged  V?  to  signify  either  its  bearing  an  impression  different  fh>m  that 
legally  struck,  or  its  being  adulterated  with  copper  and  the  like."] 
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o'b,  we  may  gaeaa  the  word  to  be  oohmo  or  oohpki  names  already 
known  on  the  gold  coins.  Some  of  the  Manikydla  '  elephant '  coins 
had  the  name  ken  pano.  This  family  is  extremely  numerous,  and  is 
procurable  among  the  old  pice  of  every  hkzkr  in  Upper  India. 

The  names  on  the  last  series,  figs.  11  to  14  are  illegible;  but  the 
letters  are  still  Greek.  The  first  three  specimens  are  selected  from  a 
number  in  Col.  Stacy's  cabinet,  to  exhibit  the  varieties  of  the  sitting 
posture,  and  its  gradual  transition  to  the  squat  position  of  the  Hindus. 
Tod  has  supposed  the  figure  in  a  coin  similar  to  fig.  1 1  to  be  Parthian ; 
but  what  he  there  took  for  a  bow,  was  evidently  the  ornamental  contour 
of  the  back  of  the  prince's  '  throne  '  or  sinhdsan.  Fig.  14  is  from  a 
coin  in  Col.  Smith's  possession. 

In  fig.  15  of  this  plate,  drawn  from  a  plaister  cast  of  a  bronze 
embossed  ehaprds  or  badge,  in  the  Ventura  collection,  we  may  conceive 
the  full  device  of  the  '  elephant '  obverse  to  be  developed.  The  faulty 
proportion  of  the  rider  still  prevails  :  the  flowing  fillets  to  the  head- 
dress ;  the  ank{is  to  guide  the  animal ;  the  *  glory '  round  the  face,  are 
visible  in  both ;  but  the  name  is  wanting. 

Of  figs.  16  and  17 — the  former  from  Col.  Stacy's,  the  latter  fi^m 
Col.  Smith's  cabinet — I  have  already  noticed  a  less  perfect  specimen 
while  descanting  on  the  earliest  Hindti  coins.  The  general  style  of  the 
figures  on  both  faces  so  strongly  resembles  that  of  the  Kanerkos  coins, 
that  I  feel  disposed  to  look  upon  them  as  imitations.  The  legend  has 
a  fourth  letter  very  distinct,  besides  some  less  distinct  on  the  left  hand 
fodhkyaUt .  .  tq;aya, 

INDO-SCTTHIC  AND  HINDU  LINK-COINS, 
(pi.  xxii.) 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  none  of  the  Kanerkos 
coins  have  a  Pehlvi  legend ;  although  the  collateral  series 
of  Kadphises,  which  possesses  so  many  attributes  in  com- 
mon with  them,  invariably  has  this  accompaniment. 
Considering  that  all  the  Bactrian  family  have  the  same, 
it  would  perhaps  be  better  to  place  Kadphises  as  the  last 
of  the  Pehlvi  series,  immediately  be/ore  Kanerkos,*  and 
he  will  thus  follow  most  conveniently  the    Kadaphes 

*  They  must  have  been  nearly  contemporaneous.  Lieut.  Cunningham  tells  me, 
he  has  just  obtained  163  Eanerki  and  Eaaphises  copper  coins,  which  were  dug  up  in 
a  village  near  Benftres.     The  proportions  of  each  type  were  as  follows  :  Kadphia 


the  '  bull '  reverse  predominate. 
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choranos  described  in  my  last  paper.  Indeed,  as  the 
word  Kadphises  never  occurs  except  in  conjunction  with 
some  other  name,  as  oohmo,  or  ookmo,  it  may  be  read  as 
a  patronymic  appellation  of  the  fSamily — ^  the  descendants 
of  Kadaphes.' 

Of  the  gold  coins  of  Kadphises,  two  varieties  only 
were  hitherto  known  to  us.  By  singular  good  fortune. 
Col.  Smith  has  met  with  a  third,  and  with  duplicates  of 
the  former  two,  in  the  common  baz&r  of  Ben&res  I  His 
agent  purchased  the  three  which  are  engraved  at  the 
top  of  pi.  xxii.  from  a  sarraf,  who  said  they  were  sold  to 
him  two  years  ago  by  a  Marathf  pilgrim  to  the  Holy 
City,  in  whose  family  they  must  doubtless  have  been 
hoarded  for  many  centuries,  for  their  character  precludes 
any  suspicion  of  their  genuineness.  Of  fig.  2,  I  have 
since  found  a  duplicate  in  Kardmat  'Ali's  last  despatch  to 
myself:    fig.  3  is  a  duplicate  of  the  one  Dr.  Martin^ 

1  The  May  number  of  the  *  Asiatic  Journal '  contains  an  annonnoement  of  the  safe 
arriyal  of  this  coin  and  of  the  collector  himself,  in  Italv.  Col.  Tod,  on  his  trayels, 
happily  found  and  translated  the  following  notice  from  tne  *■  Bulletin '  of  the  Arch- 
SBlogical  Society  of  Rome,  which  our  readers  will  read  with  ayidity,  although  in  fajcA 
it  adds  nothing  new  to  our  information : — "  Dr.  Honigberger  has  returned  from  a  yoy- 
age  in  the  east,  laden  with  an  abundant  antiquarian  harYest  of  most  important  medals. 
Among  the  more  remarkable  are  a  large  one  of  Demetrius:  another,  Yery  beautiful, 
and  in  fine  preseryation,  of  Euthycfomus;  and  a  third,  extremely  perfect,  of 
Hormusdas  or  the  Sassanian  dynasty :  all  three,  it  would  appear,  hitherto  unknown 
finddiU9j,  But  what  seems  to  us  to  merit  still  more  consideration,  is  a  similar 
monument,  with  the  name  of  a  king  Eadfise  written  in  Greek  characters.  Dr. 
Honigberger  discoYered  it  in  the  yicinity  of  Elibul ;  where,  in  a  small  wooden-case, 
amongst  a  quantity  of  ashes  and  earth,  he  found  a  little  silYer-boz  containing  the 
aboYc-mentioned  coin,  together  with  a  olackish  (or  dark-coloured)  Nerastra  (stone  in 
the  form  of  an  egg),  with  some  small  bones,  apparentiy  those  of  a  child.  Upon  the 
medal  is  the  bust  of  an  a^  man,  of  no  yery  noble  expression,  bald-headed,  in  a 
simple  ^b,  and  holding  in  his  right  hand  an  implement  resembling  a  hammer. 
Around  it  is  a  yery  distinct  inscription,  in  Greek  characters,  KAA^I^EO  BA2IAET0 ; 
and,  less  well  preseryed,  other  characters  resembling  MO.  (OOHMO.)  On  the 
reyerse  is  a  naked  youth,  on  whose  head  are  traces  of  a  turban  or  cap,  (birr§tta,)  and 
an  inscription  in  Persian  characters  of  the  ancient  PehM  fearatUrt  Fer$iam  delT 
antieo  F$hlviJ,  Honigberger  states,  that  he  has  other  medaU  of  this  same  kinff, 
hitherto  unknown  to  history  and  numismatics.  Another  medal  in  gold,  which  the 
same  trayeller  left  with  an  amateur  of  antiquities  at  St.  Petersburvh,  shews  the 
entire  figure  of  a  similar  king,  armed  from  head  to  foot ;  and  in  tne  inscription, 
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extracted  from  the  Jal&lab&d  tope,  depioted  in  Masson's 
pL  xiii.,  vol.  iii. 

Eig.  1  is  as  yet  unique,  and  is  of  particular  interest,  from. the 
style  of  the  obverse.  The  king  is  here  seen  in  a  Grecian  or  Boman 
war-chariot,  drawn  by  two  horses,  and  driyen  by  an  awriga  of  dimi- 
nutive proportions.  The  execution  is  very  perfect,  with  the  exception 
of  the  exaggeration  of  the  principal  figiue.  The  inscription  is  quite 
perfect,  baciaeto  oohmo  kaa«icho,  and,  on  the  reverse  is  a  long 
inscription  in  Pehlvi,  which  I  cannot  attempt  to  interpret,  but  the 
commencement  seems  to  be  malakdo  hadiapaa,  .  .  .  The  symbols  are 
the  same  as  usual,  and  the  perfect  preservation  of  this  beautifdl  coin 
enables  us  to  note  the  flames  playing  on  the  shoulders  of  the  monarch, 
similar  to  those  on  the  effigy  of  Athro  in  the  last  plate,  and  to  those  on 
the  image  of  Buddha,  dug  up  by  Dr.  Gerard  at  E4bul,  (see  pi.  xxvi. 
[viii.]  voL  iii.)  The  next  two  figures  (4,  6,)  of  the  present  plate 
remove  the  difficulty  I  have  hitherto  felt  in  determining  the  meaning 
of  the  '  bull '  reverse.  They  are  both  gold  coins  of  the  Yentura  collec- 
tion; on  the  obverse,  the  titles  rao  nano  rao  and  korano  are  visible ; 
and  in  the  area  of  fig.  4,  what  appears  to  be  the  Sanskrit  syllable,  1} ; 
only  we  know  that  the  Sanskrit  of  that  ancient  period  was  of  a 
different  form.  But  the  reverse  of  these  is  what  we  should  particularly 
notice,  because  the  word  okpo  (in  one  coin  written  downwards,  in 
the  other  upwards,)  marks  the  'bull'  and  his  priest  as  dedi- 
cated to  the  Solar  worship,  and  not  to  the  Siva  of  the  Brahmanical 
creed. 

The  next  gold  coin,  No.  6,  requires  no  particular  notice,  nor  does 
fig.  8,  on  wluch  the  simple  title  pao  seems  to  designate  a  young 
prince;  but  the  three  following,  also  of  Gen.  Yentura's  superb  collection, 
must  arrest  us  for  a  moment. 

The  name  on  the  obverse  of  these  is  ohpki,  the  same  as  on  the 
Manikydla  small  gold  goins :  on  the  reverse,  fig.  7  shews  us  the  two 
radical  emblems,  Nanaia  and  Ohroy  united  on  &e  same  coin,  with  the 
four-pronged  symbol  between  them,  and  a  mysterious  triangle  above. 
This  little  coin  Ib  unique.  The  next,  fig.  9,  is  equally  curious,  though 
others  in  copper  have  been  met  with  by  Col.  Stacy.  The  epigraphe 
borne  by  these  is  apaoxpo  which  I  suppose  to  mean  '  the  great  Sun; ' 
arda  or  arta  in  Ardeshir  and  Artaxerxes,  having  that  acceptation.  On 
the  copper  coins,  the  word  appears  corrupted  to  OPO  okpo  and  this 
is  probably  the  epigraphe  of  the  dancing  figure  in  pi.  xxi. 

In  fig.  10,  the  name  of  the  Moon,  mao,  and  the  lunar  crescent,  are 
satisfactory  and  condusive  as  to  that  being  the  correct  reading. 

And  now  we  come  at  last  to  the  main  object  to  which 


which  18  well  preseired,  the  Oreek  characters  B  and  A  are  lejjpible.  On  the  reverse 
IB  a  man,  clothed,  with  a  homed  animal  before  him.  The  epigraph  on  this  is  like- 
wise in  tiie  ancient  Pehlvi  character. 
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tins  essay  was  directed,  namely,  to  discover  the  prototype 
of  the  Kanauj  coins  in  those  of  Indo-Scythic  fiEibric. 

The  great  majority  of  what  are  called  the  Eanauj 
gold  coins  have,  on  the  obverse,  a  prince  standing 
precisely  in  the  attitude  of  Kadphises  and  Kanerkos. 
The  dress  alone  betrays  a  slight  variation,  being,  in  some 
instances,  almost  the  coat  and  trowsers  of  the  present 
day.  On  the  reverse  is  a  female  seated, — sometimes,  on  a 
couch,  more  frequently,  in  the  native  fashion, — ^holding  in 
her  left  hand  a  cornucopia,  in  her  right  a  jpa^a  or  *  noose.' 
This  class  of  coin  has  long  been  known.  A  brass  pot, 
containing^  it  is  said,  two  hundred  of  them,  was  acci- 
dentally discovered  by  the  wearing  away  of  the  east  bank 
of  the  river  Hugli,  ten  miles  above  Calcutta,  some  years 
ago.  Twenty -four  were  presented  to  the  British  Museum, 
an  equal  number  to  Dr.  Hunter,  and  a  portion  to  the 
India  House;  the  remainder  were  dispersed  among 
private  collectors.  It  was  from  one  of  these  that 
Wilson's  !N'o.  13  was  drawn;  and  the  same  store 
furnished  the  figures  in  Marsden's  plate.  The  latter 
author  in  his  ^Numismata  Orientalia,'  (ii.,  726,)  has  the 
following  passage,  which  will  serve  excellently  well  as  a 
text  to  the  present  section  of  our  essay : 

'  Some  learned  antiquaries  think  they  discover  in  these  the 
evidences  of  a  Greek  origin ;  but  on  this  point  I  do  not  see  enough  to 
justify  an  opinion^  and  shall  refrain  from  conjecture ;  cherishing  the 
nope  that  future  discoveries  of  Indian  medals  may  throw  a  light  upon 
the  subject,  which  is  in  itself  of  the  higest  interest.' 

To  this  challenge  we  have  now  the  good  fortime  to 

be  able  to  respond  most  satisfactorily : 

In  figs.  11  and  12  (Ventura  collection),  we  find  precisely  the 
obverse  and  reverse  above  described,  with  the  marginal  legend  in 
Gh-eck,  rao  nana  rao  .  .  horanoy  and  the  supcraddition  of  some  incipient 
rude  Nagari  in  the  position  afterwards  occupied  by  legible  Sanskrit 
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names  and  titles.  To  set  the  comparison  in  the  clearest  light,  the  two 
lowest  coins  in  the  page  have  been  inserted,  fig.  16  from  Gen.  Ventura's, 
fig.  17  from  Col.  Smith's,  cabinet,  to  shew  the  identity  of  the  two 
classes.  The  description  of  them  in  detail  belongs  to-  the  next  plate, 
where,  instead  of  deteriorating,  they  will  be  found  to  improve,  while 
they  become  Indianised.  An  opposite  effect  is,  however,  observable  in 
a  second  branch  derived  from  the  same  stock,  which  it  is  difficult  to 
account  for,  unless  by  supposing  a  divided  realm,  one  portion  flourishing 
and  patronising  the  arts,  while  the  other  maintained  nought  but  the 
shadow  of  its  pristine  glory  and  ancestry.  This  declining  gradation 
is  exemplified  in  figs.  14  (Ventura) ;  13  (Stacy);  and  15  (Earamat  'All); 
wherein  at  last  it  is  barely  possible  to  trace  the  semblance  of  the 
sacrificing  r4ja  on  the  obverse,  or  of  the  female  on  the  reverse; 
although,  from  the  insensible  gradations  in  a  multitude  of  specimens, 
such  are  undoubtedly  the  figures.  Fig.  16  is  a  very  common  coin  in 
silver  and  copper :  one  was  extracted  from  the  Manikyala  tope,  and 
was  than  supposed  to  bear  the  representation  of  a  crab  and  a  dagger ! 
That  coin,  it  will  be  remembered,  bore  the  obvious  N&gari  letters 
^4^zpf.  Many  other  have  been  since  discovered  with  the  same ;  and 
it  shoidd  be  remarked,  that  the  form  of  N^ari  in  these  differs  essen- 
tially from  that  of  the  collateral  branch. 

Here  then  we  have  the  Indo-Soythic  paternity  of  the 
Kananj  coinage  proved  by  the  best  evidence :  and  now 
we  will  proceed  to  examine,  in  detail,  its  Hindii  off- 
spring, before  entering  upon  the  natural  enquiry  whether 
such  a  fact  is  borne  out  by  the  meagre  remnants  of 
history  and  tradition  that  are  applicable  to  this  obscure 
period. 

[My  readers  will  not  have  accompanied  me  thus  far  without 
appreciating  the  difficulty  I  have  experienced  in  selecting  the 
most  suitable  position  among  these  miscellaneous  essays  for  the 
introduction  of  extraneous  information^  as  pertinent  to  one  or 
other  of  a  detached  series  of  papers  following  out  any  given 
section  of  Indian  archaeology.  In  no  instance  has  this  embar- 
rassment presented  itseK  in  more  force  than  in  regard  to  the 
complicated  articles  on  the  Gupta  coinage. 

In  this  case  I  have  endeavoured  to  meet  the  objection  to 
scattered  notes,  either  historical  or  nimiismatic,  appUcable  to 
each  coin  in  turn,  by  prefixing  to  the  whole  range  of  articles 
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devoted  to  the  special  subject,  a  general  assemblage 
of  the  data  for  historical  illustration ;  and,  leaving 
Prinsep's  text  descriptive  of  coins  and  legends  un- 
touched, I  have  ventured  as  a  sequel  upon  the  experi- 
ment of  an  entirely  new  serial  arrangement  of  the 
gold  coinage  of  the  Ghiptas,  which  gives  me  the 
opportunity  of  supplying  aU  the  latest  readings 
without  the  unpleasant  office  of  correction,  and 
enables  me  to  insert  in  the  general  catalogue  such 
new  specimens  as  have  become  available  since  Prinsep 
wrote :  the  whole  being  cast  into  one  concise  view, 
instead  of  following  the  somewhat  perplexing  order 
of  the  plates,  whose  distribution  was  necessarily 
faulty,  both  in  the  then  novelty  of  the  subject  and 
the  irregular  incoming  of  specimens ! 

I  commence  iny  extracts  with  a  copy  of  Prinsep's 
revised  translation  of  the  Ghipta  inscription  on  the 
Allah&b&d  Ldt.*  The  previous  decipherment  of  this 
record  by  Dr.  Mill,  (which  appeared  in  vol.  iii.  '  Jour. 
As.  Soc.  Beng.'),  had  been  based  upon  an  imperfect 
fac-simile  of  the  original.  The  admirable  impressions 
of  the  writing  on  the  column  taken  off  on  cotton 
cloth  and  on  paper,  by  Capt.  E.  Smith,  Bengal 
Engineers,  in  1837,  placed  at  Prinsep's  command 
the  full  means  of  checking  and  correcting  the  errors 
of  the  early  copy,  while  his  own  more  mature  expe- 
rience in  the  normal  forms  of  these  and  other  Sanskrit 
characters  rendered  his  lithographed  transcript  and 
transliteration  more  than  usually  trustworthy. 

The  wood-cut  in  the  margin  represents  the  style 
and  dimensions  of  the  Allah&bid  Monolith,  upon 
whose  surface  this  inscription  is  graven ;  it  may  be 
necessary  to  note  that  the  more  ancient  writing  on 


[  'Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.*,  vi.,  968,  (1887).] 
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this  stone,  and  for  whose  exhibition  we  may  conclude  the  pillar 
to  have  been  expressly  fashioned,  consists  of  a  coimteipaxt  of 
the  Edicts  of  Asoka,  which  appear  severally  on  the  L&t  at  Dihli, 
the  rocks  of  Gim&r  on  the  western  coast,  and  Dhauli  in 
Guttack — ^in  addition  to  the  transcript  in  the  Semitic  character 
on  the  rock  at  Kapurdigiri. 

The  capital  figured  below  does  not  directly  belong  to  this 
monument,  but  is  taken  from  the  original  on  the  Gandak  L&t, 
of  which  we  have  a  second  similar  example.  Hence  we  assume 
that  a  figure  of  a  Kke  character  once  crowned  the  AUah&b&d 
column.] 


Capital  of  a  LAt  on  the  Oaadak.     (From  FergoMon'i '  Handbook.') 

Translation  of  the  Insoriftion  on  the  AllahXbId  Lj(t. 
(Begmning,  at  the  ffth  line,  with  yotya^  which  has  reference  to  a  preceding 
eulogistic   epithet  in   the  genitiye   case.      This  yerse   is  No.  2   in  Br.  Mill's 
translation.) 

(2).  ...  In  the  midst  of  pleasurable  things,  happy  in  body  and  mind;  levying 
his  reyenue  in  strict  conformity  with  the  Shfrstras  ^ .  .  . 

(3).  .  .  .  Destroying  nnhappiness,  and  patting  an  end  to  those  who  cause  it ; 
greedy  for  eulogistic  praise,  glory  and  extended  rule : — 

(4).  .  ,  .  Whose  enemies,  amazed  at  his  cayalcade  and  warlike  armament,  ask. 
What  manner  of  man  is  this  ?    Among  his  eleyated  counsellors  .... 

(5).  .  .  .  Whose  eyes  filled  with  the  tears  of  affection,  when,  in  consequence  of 
his  written  mandate,  (^his  son  or  wife  had  been  re-called). 

(6).  .  .  •  Haying  seen  his  former  good  acts,  delightful  as  nectar,  his  wife  was 
much  pleased.  ... 

^  Which  enjoin  that  one-sixth  of  the  produce  of  the  land  belongs  to  the  king. 
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(7).  .  .  .  Inflamed  with  Tigoroiu  wnfh  against  tbe  preanmptnoiu,  bat  when 
snbmisriTe  .... 

(8).  In  battles,  with  his  own  ann  humbling  oontinnally  those  who  exalt  them- 
selyes  .... 

(9).  Cherishing  (his  sabjects)  with  an  affeetionatey  sweet,  and  oontented  dispo- 
sition. .  .  . 

(10).  .  .  •  The  force  of  his  arm  being  gradnallj  strengthened  by  youthM 
exercise,  by  himself  were  killed.  .  •  . 

(11).  (This  Terse  is  too  moch  effaced  to  be  made  out) 

(12).  Whose  fame  is  spread  (oyer  the  earth),  as  it  were  a  doth,  white  as  the 
moon-beam.  .  .  . 

(13).  .  .  .  The  lustre  of  his  skill  in  well-directed  learning  causes  exclamations, 
*  Who  IB  there  that  is  not  his  }*  (He  ia  a  fortress),  and  they  are,  as  it  were,  grass 
upon  his  ramparts,  and  much  wealth  is  locked  np  within  him. 

(14).  Of  him,  who  is  able  to  engage  in  a  hundred  battles,  whose  own  arm's 
strengtii  is  his  only  ally  :  he  with  the  mighty  chest.  .  .  . 

(16).  Whose  person  is  become  beautiful,  from  the  marks  of  wounds  reoeiyed,  and 
the  scratches  caused  by  his  wielding  the  battle-axe,  the  arrow,  the  poniard,  the 
elephant-spike,  the  oestus,  the  scymitar,  the  javelin,  the  club,  the  iron  dart,  Ihe 
dagger,^  and  other  weapons : 

(16).  The  sovereign  of  Kansala,  the  tiger-king  of  the  forests,  the  numfar^fa  of 
Kaur&Vt&)  the  soTereign  of  Arggh&sh^pura,  the  lord  of  Miri  and  TJddyfmi,  the  just 
prince  of  Dattairan^  the  nila-rt^'a  of  S&p&Tamukta:  * 

(17).  The  king  Hastivarma  of  Vinga,  Ugrasena  of  P&lakka,  Kuvera  of  DeYarftshtra 
Bhananjaya  of  Kausthalapura,  etc.,  and  all  the  kings  of  the  southern  roads  fdakshmd" 
pathaj  : — from  his  foyors  to  all  these  (I  say)  becoming  more  dignified  and  prosperous. 

(18).  Whose  power  increases  by  the  force  or  clemency  respectiyely  exercised 
towards  Rudradeya,  Matila,  N&gadatta,  Chandrayarma,  Oa^apati,  N6ga,  N&gasena, 
Achyuta,  Nandi,  Balayarma,  and  the  other  r&jas  of  Aryayarta :  who  has  made  sernng- 
men  of  all  the  Beya-r6jas . 

(19).  The  magnitude  of  whose  authority  takes  pleasure  in  exacting  attendance, 
obedience,  and  tribute  from  the  kings  of  the  neighbouring  hilly  countries  of  Samata, 
T&rayakra,  E&mariipa,  Nepftla,  Kartripura,  and  from  all  the  r&jas  of  M&laya,  Arjun&- 
yana,  Yaudheya,  M&draka,  Abhlra,  Pr&ijuna,  Sanak&nika,  (or  Sanaka  Anika)  and 
£&kakhara : 

(20).  Who  IB  famous  for  his  great  aid  in  restoring  (to  their  thrones)  the  royal 
progeny  of  many  deposed  rfijas : 

(21).  Whose  most  powerful  dominion  oyer  the  world  is  manifest  in  the  maidens 
freely  offered  as  presente,  the  jewels,  the  money,  the  horses,  the  produce  of  the  soil, 
the  ornaments  of  the  precious  metals  brought  as  tribute  by  the  heayen-desceended 
monarch,  the  Sh&h&n-Sh&hi  (of  Persia),  the  Scythians,  the  Huns,  by  him  of  Sain- 
h&tta,  and  of  other  places ;  by  the  kings  of  all  the  isles,  etc. : — who,  mounted  on  his 
war  chariot,  has  no  competitor  in  the  world : 

^  Parasu,  sara,  sanku,  srini,  prasa,  asi,  tomara,  yatsap&la,  n&racha,  yaitasti,  etc. 
I  haye  translated  them  as  described  to  me  rather  than  on  dictionary  authority,  for  in 
Wilson,  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  9,  are  all  giyen  as  yarieties  of  arrows ;  vaUapdla  and 
vaiUuti,  I  do  not  find,  the  latter  is  probably  derived  from  vaitasoj  *  a  ratan.* 

*  *  A  country  (lately)  freed  from  a  curse,'— perhaps  some  physical  calamity. 
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(22).  Whose  majesty  exults  in  the  princes  endowed  with  hundreds  of  tirtuee  and 
^ood  qualities  prostrate  at  his  feet :  a  man  inspiring  fear  as  of  instant  annihilation : 
altogether  incomprehensible;  yet  tender-minded  to  those  who  are  submissiye  and 
bow  before  him ;  and  extending  mercy  to  hundreds  of  thousands  whom  he  has  snbdned : 

(23).  Who  lends  a  willing  ear,  and  a  consoling  tongue  to  the  case  of  the  poor  and 
destitute,  the  orphan,  and  the  sick :  is  very  kind  to  the  brare  of  his  army  *,  is  com- 
parable to  Bhanada  (Knyera),  Yaruva,  Indra,  and  Antaka  (Yama^) : 

(24).  Who  has  won  and  again  restored  the  riches  of  many  kings  conquered  by  his 
own  right  hand :  a  man  who  strictly  keeps  Ms  word,  whose  accomplishments  in 
£Eishion,  in  singing  and  playing,  put  to  shame  the  lord  of  the  immortals  (Indra) 
Vrihaspati,  Tumburu,  N&rada,  etc. ;  who  is  called  '  the  king  of  poets'  from  his  skill 
in  making  yerses — the  Urelihood  of  the  learned ! — whose  excellent  conduct  proceeds 
from  the  obserrations  stored  in  his  retentive  memory : 

(26).  Who  regularly  performs  all  the  estabUshed  ordinances : — who  is  a  very  god 
among  men  : — the  great-grandson  of  Mahftr&ja  Sri  Oupta;  the  grandson  of  Mah&- 
r&ja  Sri  Ghatot  Kacha ;  the  son  of  Mah&r&ja  Adhir&ja  Sri  Chandra  Oupta. 

(26).  Bom  of  Mah&devl  Kum&ra  Devi,  the  daughter  of  Lichchhavi;  Mah&r&ja 
Adhir&ja  Sri  Samudra  Gupta :  how  he  filled  while  alive  the  earth  with  the  fame  of 
his  conquests,  and  is  now  departed  to  enjoy  the  supreme  bliss  and  emancipation  Of 
Indra's  heaven,  this  lofty  pillar,  which  is,  as  it  were,  his  arm,  speaks  forth:  a 
standing  memorial  to  spread  his  hme  in  many  directions : — erected  with  the  materials 
accumulated  through  the  strength  of  the  arm  of  his  liberality  (now  in  repose),  and 
the  sufficiency  of  the  holy  texts. 

(Verse).  The  clear  water  of  Gang&  that  issues  from  the  artificial  pool  formed  by 
the  encircled  hair  of  the  lord  of  men  (Siva)  purifies  the  three  worlds. 

May  this  poetical  composition  of  the  dave  of  the  feet  of  the  great  king,  whose 
mind  is  enlightened  by  the  great  favor  of  admission  to  the  presence,  son  of  the 
administrator  of  punishments  (magistrate),  Dhruva  Bhtiti, — ^the  skilled  in  war  and 
peace,  the  counsellor  of  the  young  prince,  the  great  minister  Harisena,  afford 
gratification  and  benefit  to  all  creatures !  • 

Executed  by  the  slave  of  the  feet  of  the  supreme  sovereign,  the  criminal  magis- 
trate, Tilabha^. 

When  restored  to  its  natural  order  we  find  the  epithets  applied  to 
the  deceased  emperor  of  Hindustan,  not  only  much  less  hyperbolical, 
and  reposing  less  upon  mythological  allusions,  but  crowding  in  a  short 
space  a  most  unexpected  and  curious  survey  of  the  political  divisiouB 
of  India  at  the  time,  containing  even  the  names  and  titles  of  very 
many  of  the  reigning  families,  and  extending  beyond  the  boundaries 
of  India  proper  into  the  regions  of  the  '  great  king '  of  Persia  and  the 
hordes  of  the  Huns  and  Scythians  !  It  may  be  poverty  of  imagination 
in  the  poet  that  has  wrought  us  this  good ;  for,  once  laying  hold  of  an 
idea,  he  rings  the  changes  upon  it  as  long  as  he  can  find  words,  and 
then  draws  up  with  on  inelegant '  etc.'  Thus,  in  the  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  lines  he  enumerates  no  less  than  nine  warlike  weapons  the 

*  Gods  of  the  earth,  water,  air,  and  fire  respectively. 
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king's  brawny  arms  were  scarred  in  wielding:  and  thns,  when  he 
mentions  tributary  states  he  fortunately  spares  none  that  Samudra's 
supremacy  could  in  any  degree  comprehend  1  The  passage  is  altogether 
BO  curious  that  I  must  crave  permission  to  insert  a  copy  of  it  in  the 
Boman  character  before  I  endeavour  to  trace  any  of  the  countries 
alluded  to.  The  continual  recurrence  of  the  adjectival  termination  ha, 
(the  prototype  of  the  modem  genitive  postposition)  led  me  to  suspect 
the  nature  of  the  sentence. 

(16)  KMtalaka  mahmdra,  mahdkdtUdrdka^vffdghrthr^fa,  Kaurdtfaha  nuHffar^*' 
arfffhdthfaptiraka'^mihmdra,  nUrtka^mU^drakohMtodm^  daUmrm$4^'P^^ltiha  da^ana^ 
kdneh^ffoka  vitkifUf  ihd^vamuktaka  (17)  nilariffa 

In  this  sentence  we  have  the  regal  designations  of  nine  princes ; 
unless  (which  is  probable  enough)  the  terms  mahendra,  rdja,  twdnU, 
nikhrdja,  ddyana,  etc.  are  employed  with  the  same  general  acceptation 
of  '  prince/  to  vary  the  expression  euphoniously. 

The  kingdom  of  Kausala  (or  Eosala)  is  well  known  from  the  Buddhist 
authors  to  be  modem  Oude/  (Ayodh4)  or  Bendres, — the  Eisikosala  of 
Wilford.  The  VydghrnHnukhM,  *  tiger-ftu^ed '  people,  are  mentioned  in 
the  '  YadL-sanhita,'  among  the  eastem  countries ;  and  K^tdra,  a  place 
south  of  AUahibid ;  but  the  name  may  apply  to  any  woody  tract 
infested  by  tigers.  The  next  name,  '  Eaur&ttaka/  is  unknown,  nor  can 
the  title  '  Manta-rija '  be  well  explained.  It  may  be  the  district  of 
Euruy  near  Tahneswar.  '  Argghish^puraka,'  the  next  name,  may  be 
constmed  as  the  '  eight  cities '  where  due  '  reverence  *  was  paid  to 
br&hmans :  'Mfrika'  and  'Fddyaraka'  seem  derivable  from  miri  'cream,' 
and  uia '  water/ — '  maritime  coimtries' ;  '  Dattairandaka '  may  be  some 
country  famous  for  producing  the  'castor-oil  plant ' ;  '  Eancheyaka'  may 
be  Kdnchipur,  the  'golden  city'  in  the  south,  mentioned  in  the 
'  Br&hmanda-pur&na ' ;  idpdvatntiktaka,  also,  bears  an  allegorical  inter- 
pretation— '  freed  frt)m  a  curse ' ;  as  likewise  the  r&ja's  title,  {nUa, 
*  blue ') — can  the  Kllagiri  be  hiq  locality  ?  it  is  one  of  the  mountain 
divisions  of  Jambudwf pa  in  the  '  Br&hmanda-pur&na ' :  '  like  the  lapis- 
lazuli  gem  is  the  Nfla  mountain.' '  Thus  it  may  be  uncertain  whether 
these  are  figurative  or  real  names,  though  it  is  hardly  to  be  supposed 
that  countries  purely  imaginary  would  be  introduced  as  subject  to  the 
rule  of  a  man  just  deceased.     The  list  continues  in  the  same  strain : — 

(17)  (NUa^a)^  9amg$yaka  hMti/oarmOypdlakkakt^'Ugraatnay  devardahfraka  kubira 
kautthaiapuraka  dhananjaya,  prabhriti  sarva-dakshmdpatha  rt^a  yraha-Mtiu^'dnU' 
grdha  janita  pratdpanmithra  mdhdbhdgyatya, 

1  Wilford  howeyer  makes  Kausala  the  delta  or  Sundarban  tract  of  Bengal. — 
M.  Bet.,  iz.,  260. 

'  '  Asiatic  Besearches,'  yoL  yiii.,  845,  (Wilford*s  Essay  on  Geography.) 
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All  these  names,  it  b&jb,  belong  to  that  division  of  India  entitled 
'  Dakshinipatha,'  the  lowermost  of  the  four  equilateral  triangles  into 
which  the  Mahibhdrata  divides  ancient  India — '  the  '  Dachinabades  * 
of  Arrian.  This  division,  known  to  the  contemporary  of  Alexander 
(Euemerus)  was  still  extant  in  the  time  of  Nonnus.  Vaingeyaha  is  a 
regular  derivation  from  Vinga  ;  but  neither  this  country  nor  Pdlakka, 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Pauranic  lists  of  the  southern  countries,  unless 
the  latter  be  the  country  of  the  Fallis.^  It  must  be  remarked,  that 
the  names  of  their  rulers  are  circumstantially  given — ^Hastivarma  and 
Ugrasena :  and  following  them,  we  have  Kuvera  and  Dhananjaya  of 
DevadLshtra  and  Eausthakpura,  places  equally  uncertain ;  though  the 
former  has  some  affinity  to  Devagiri  or  Deogir;  rdshfra  implying 
merely  '  country,'  Mah4rdsht;ra  might  also  be  imderstood.  Kusasthallf 
is  said  by  Wilford  to  have  been  the  name  of  Oujein  in  the  Treta-yuga: 
Tod  names  the  same  place  '  on  the  Indian  ocean,'  but  the  general  inter- 
pretation is  Kanauj,  a  place  out  of  the  limits  of  the  '  Dakshinipatha.' 

The  enumeration  continues  in  the  eighteenth  line,  as  follows : — 

Sudradeva,  MatUa,  Ndgadatta^  Chundravarma,  Oaifapati,  Ndga^  Ndgauna^ 
Aehfuta^  Nandi^  Balavarma,  adyatuka-AiyavarUhrf^'a,  etc.,  ending  with  pari- 
charakikrUa  tarvad^vartffasya. 

Here  we  have  the  actual  names  of  ten  rdjas  of  India  Proper  or 
Aryavarta,  without  their  respective  oountries,  as  though  they  were  too 
wdl  known  to  need  insertion.  The  first,  '  Eudra,'  probably  belongs  to 
the  Bih  dynasty  of  Saurdshtra,  where  the  name  so  often  occurs: 
'  Ghmapati '  is  also  a  fEimily  name :  but  few  or  none  of  the  others  can  be 
identified  in  the  very  imperfect  lists  of  this  early  period. 

In  the  following  line  we  have  a  catalogue  of  provinces,  whose  kings 
were  probably  unknown  by  name  to  the  writer : 

(19)  Samaia,  td4avakra,  kdmaHipa,  nepdla^  kartripura-'adi  pratyanta^  nripatibhir 
fHdlavdfjundjfonOj  yaudh&ya,  nuldraka,  abhira,  prdtyuna,  aana  kdnika  kdkakhara 
parikddibhis  eha;  Sarva  kara  ddnd^ndkarana  prandmdgamtma  (20)  paritoahita 
praehan4a  adiatuuya. 

The  first  five  are  the  names  of  boundary  mountain  states  on  the 
north-east.  The  first  two  names  cannot  be  determined,  but  the  text 
does  not  permit  Dr.  Mill's  plausible  reading  Sumata  ddraehahra,  *  the 
country  friendly  to  pines.'  '  Kdmarupa,'  and  '  Nepala '  are  weU  known : 
'  Kartripura  *  may  possibly  be  Tripura  or  Tipperah.  Then  follow  those 
more  to  the  north  and  west,  most  of  which  are  to  be  found  in  the  lists 
of  the  north-west  countries  extracted  by  "Wilford  from  the  Puranas, 
and  published  in  'As.  Res.',  viii.,  340-343. 

^  Placed  by  Wilford  in  Gandeish,  and  otherwise  called  Abhiraa. — <  As.  Res.', 
Yiii.,  336. 
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'M  lava'  he  would  make  the  modem  Malwa,  but  this  may  be 
doubted,  as  it  is  classed  with  '  Midraka,  Yaudheya,  Aijuniyana,'  and 
'  Rdjanya/  ( f  Prarjuna)  as  '  diinkiiig  the  waters  of  the  Air&vati 
(Hydraotes)/  and  consequently  in  the  Panjab.  '  M&draka '  is  placed 
near  Taxila  or  Takshasila :  '  Taudheya '  or  the  '  country  of  Tuddha*  is 
very  frequently  mentioned  in  the  Puranas,  as  lying  between  the 
Betasta  (Hydaspes),  aud  Siudu  (Indus).  Wilford  calls  it  Sinde 
Proper,  tiie  'Ayud' of  travellers  of  the  16th  century,  and  'Hud'  of 
the  Book  of  Esther.  It  must  not  be  confounded  with  Ayodhya  or  Oude : 
and  it  may  be  here  remarked  that  the  Behat  group  of  Buddhist  coins 
and  sometimes  Bactro^Pehlyf  legends  on  the  reverse,  having  constantly 
the  word  *  Taudheya '  on  the  margin,  in  the  old  character,  certainly 
belongs  to  this  kingdom.  The  '  Abhiras '  are  shepherd-kings  (or  more 
probably  hill-tribes)  in  various  parts  of  India ;  those  here  enumerated 
must  be  the  Abhfras  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Indus  near  Attock. 
Abhisara  isoften  understood  as  Kashmir,  the  kingdom  of  Abisares,  if  we 
trust  Wilford.  The  two  final  names  '  Sana-k4n(ka' '  and  '  Edkakhara' 
are  unknown :  the  former  reminds  us  forcibly  of  the  '  kanirka '  of  our 
coins ;  and  the  latter  has  some  analogy  to  the  '  kaka  bambas '  of  Gen. 
Court's  map,  to  the  north-west  of  Kashmir.  '  Kanaka '  appears  in 
Wilford's  list  as  the  name  of  an  impure  tribe  on  the  west  border. 

Passing  over  the  panegyric  about  his  restoring  the  descendants  of  long 
deposed  kings — ^which,  however,  is  a  feu^t  not  to  be  slightly  regarded  in 
a  historical  point  of  view — ^we  come  to  another  very  curious  passage  : 

(20)  Daiv0puira»hdhi;  shdhdnashdhi^  taka,  munmdaih;  §aiHhdttaka  adibhiaeha, — 
(21)  aarva  dwipawUibhiry  etc. 

Here  we  have  a  picture  of  his  foreign  relations,  the  nations  who 
used  to  send  him  presents,  or  tribute  of  jewels,  coin,  horses,  fruit,  and 
even  their  daughters !  First,*  Dawaputra  ihdht  (^if^)'  '  ^®  heaven - 
descended  king ' :  this  title  would  apply  to  the  PartliiaQ  [Sassanian]  kings 
who  are  styled  in  the  well  known  triple  inscriptions,  ektenots  BEOSy 
and  on  the  common  Sassanian  coins,  '  offspring  of  the  divine  race  of 
gods.'  But  the  two  first  letters  are  slightly  obliterated  and  might  be 
read  either  Ddhha-y  or  Ddra-  putra  :  the  latter,  '  son  of  Darius,'  would 
still  apply  to  the  same  parties,  and  this  is  confirmed  by  the  next  words, 
mf  l^mf)i  in  which  we  recognize  the  very  Persian  title  2rUjUlu0 
'  king  of  kings,'  which  prevailed  to  the  extinction  of  the  Sassanian 
dynasty  in  the  seventh  century,  so  that  here,  at  auy  rate,  we  have  a 

1  [See  Udayagiri  Inscription,  quoted  at  page  246.] 

>  [  I  have  examined  the  original  with  a  special  view  to  the  detennination  of  this 
word,  and  read  the  passage  ^^^JJ^  irff  ^^fT'rff .] 
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limit  to  the  mod&miciiy  of  our  inscription.  Of  the  '  Sakas'  so  much 
has  been  said  that  it  is  not  requisite  to  dwell  long  on  them :  they  are 
the  Parthians  of  Wilford's  chronological  table  of  Indian  dynasties ; 
others  identify  them  with  the  Sacss,  the  Scythians,  the  S4kya  tribe  of 
Buddhist  notoriety,  and  the  Yikramaditya  opponents  who  introduced 
the  Saka  era.  The  '  Murundas,'  according  to  Wilfoid,^  are  a  branch 
of  the  Indo-Sc3^thians  who  succeeded  the  Parthians ;  and,  in  £ict,  the 
same  as  the  Himas  or  Huns.  Thirteen  kings  of  this  dynasty,  he  says, 
reigned  in  the  northern  parts  of  India.  "They  are  the  'Morundsd' 
of  Ptolemy,  who  were  masters  of  the  country  to  the  north  of  the 
Ganges,  firom  Dihli  to  Gaur  and  Bengal.  They  are  declared  in  the 
Pur4nas  to  be  mleehchhat,  'impure'  tribes,  and,  of  course,  they  were 
foreigners.  The  same  are  called  Marffonth&t  by  Oppian  in  his  '  Cyno- 
getics,'  who  says  that  the  Ganges  runs  through  their  country." 

Sainhdfa,  'the  country  of  the  lion,'  ^sinhaj,  might  safely  be 
identified  with  Sinhala,  or  Ceylon:  especially  as  it  is  followed  by 
sarva-dwipa,  'all  the  isles,'  which  must  refer  to  the  anea  diva  of 
Wilford,  (the  Laccadiv es  ? )  called  by  Ptolemy  the  'Aigidiss'' ;  but  I 
find  a  more  plausible  elucidation  in  Col.  Sykes'  memoir  on  the  geology 
of  the  Dakhan,  which  informs  us  that  '  Sainhd^tn'  is  the  proper  name 
of  the  hilly  range  to  which  we  give  the  appellation  '  Western  Ghdts.' 

As  a  proud  peroration  to  this  formidable  list  of  allies  and  tribu- 
taries, the  poet  winds  up  with  the  brief  epithet-words,  prithivydm 
apratirathatya,  '  whom  in  his  war-chariot  none  in  the  world  can  riyal 
or  withstand,'  the  very  epithet  found  on  one  of  the  coins  of  Samudra* 
-gupta — apratirathoi — ^which  I  at  first  read  apaiirurha.  However 
mudi  we  may  allow  for  exaggeration,  it  will  be  granted  that  the 
Bovereign  to  whom  even  a  fair  share  of  all  this  power  and  vast  extent 
of  empire  could  be  attributed,  must  have  exercised  a  more  paramount 
authority  in  India  Proper  than  most  of  its  recorded  kings.  The  seat  of 
his  own  proper  kingdom  is  unfortunately  not  mentioned,  but  I  think  it 
may  be  fairly  deduced  negatively  from  this  very  circumstance. 
Magadh4,  Ujjayinf,  and  Surasena  are  omitted ;  these  therefore,  in  all 
probability,  were  under  his  immediate  rule,  and  I  may  appeal  again 
to  the  frequency  of  his  coins  discovered  at  Eanauj,  as  a  reason  for 
still  fixing  his  capital  at  that  place ;  his  family  connection  with  the 
lichchhavis  of  Allah4b£d,  will  account  for  the  commemoration  of  his 
deeds  at  that  many-roaded  faneha-mdrgaj  focus. 

Of  what  family  were  Samudra  and  the  preceding  Guptas,  is 
nowhere  mentioned.    Dr.  Mill's  claim  to  the  Siirythvansa  descent  for 

1  'Amatic  Beeearchcs,'  viii.  113,  and  table.     '  '  Anatio  Researches,'  riii  186. 
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tbem^  however^  iaUa  to  the  gronnd  from  the  correction  of  the  epithet 
jRavi-hhuva,  '  sun-deBcended/  which  taruB  out  to  be  only  the  verb 
habhuvaf  'was.' 

But  I  rather  avoid  being  led  into  any  disquisition  upon  this  froitfiil 
subject,  since  I  agree  in  all  that  has  been  brought  forward  by  the 
learned  commentator  on  this  and  the  BhitiLrl  inscriptions  in  regard  to 
the  Ghandragupta '  of  neither  of  them  being  the  Sandracottus  of 
Megasthenes.  On  the  other  hand  I  incline  much  to  identify  him  with 
the  prince  whom  the  Chinese  Buddhist  travellers  found  reigning  in  the 
fifth  century  having  a  name  signifying  '  cherished  by  the  moon.^' 

[My  seoond  extract  in  illustration  of  the  history  of  the  Guptas 
consists  of] 

THE  RESTORATION  AND  TRANSLATION  OP  THE  INSCRIPTION  ON 
THE  BHITARr  LAT-  By  the  Ret.  Bb.  Mill,  Principal  of  Biihoifg  OoOege, 
CUeuita. 

The  discovery  in  the  Gh&zfpur  district,  of  a  pillar  with  an  inscrip* 
tion  bearing  the  same  royal  names  and  genealogy  as  No.  2  on  that  of 
AUahibddy  and  continuing  the  series  downward  by  three  or  four 
generations  from  Samudra-gupta,  the  principal  subject  of  panegyric  in 
both,  might  be  expected  to  famish  valuable  supplementary  information 
on  points  which  that  monument  left  in  obscurity.  What  was  the  seat 
and  extent  of  the  empire  of  this  Gupta  dynasty,  and  what  was  the 
precise  place  which  the  acts  and  events  there  described  bore  in  the 
general  history  of  Northern  India  in  the  ages  that  followed  the  great 
eras  of  Yikramdditya  and  Saliv&hana, — are  points  on  which  we  might 
hope  to  gain  more  light  by  a  document  of  this  length,  than  from  any 
others  which  the  progress  of  antiquarian  discovery  has  yet  produced. 

The  actual  information  obtained  frx>m  this  inscription,  though  not 
altogether  destitute  of  new  and  interesting  particulars  relating  to  the 
state  of  India  at  the  time  of  these  kings,  as  I  hope  to  shew  in  the  few 
historical  remarks  subjoined  to  the  reading  and  translation,  is  yet  far 
from  affording  the  desired  satisfleuition  on  the  principal  points  just 
mentioned.    Except  the  bare  point  of  succession,  and  some  adventures 

^  [PriBBep  conclndes  his  notice  of  ihifl  xuBcription  with  the  following  obflenration 
on  the  poritiTB  nature  of  his  transcript : — **  Ereiy  letter  has  been  found  in  the  moat 
satisfactory  manner ;  and  the  only  precaution  to  be  attended  to  in  reading  ib  as  to 
the  application  of  the  Yowel  d,  which  occupies  different  places  in  different  letters 
at  in  ths  Sikuthambha  alphabet.  Thus,  it  is  attached  to  the  stroke  of  they  upward; 
to  the  second  foot  of  the  IT  *h  downwards ;  to  the  7  <,  horixontally  with  a  curre ; 
to  W  ^f  <u  a  book  on  the  centre ;  and  to  other  letters,  at  top,  in  the  Tibetan  fashion.] 
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rather  alluded  to  than  related  in  verses  of  a  somewhat  obscure  style  of 
composition,  the  information  of  a  directly  historical  nature  extends 
little  beyond  what  is  obtained  from  the  numismatic  researches  so  ably 
and  indefiatigably  conducted  by  our  Secretary  [James  Prinsep].    Whe- 
ther a  more  complete  transcript  would  much  increase  our  information 
from  this  source,  may  also  be  doubted.    Lieut.  Cunningham,  to  whose 
zeal  and  activity  the  inquirers  into  Indian  antiquities  are  so  deeply 
indebted,  states  that  he  made  the  transcript  of  this  Bhitari  inscription 
under  very  serious  disadvantages :  but  I  am  not  disposed  to  attribute 
to  any  imperfections  arising  from  this  cause,  the  whole  or  even  the 
greater  part  of  the  errors  discoverable  in  the  inscription  as  now 
exhibited.     Some  are  certainly  chargeable  on  the  sculptor  who  formed 
the  letters  on  the  pillar,  unfaithfully  representing  the  remembered  or 
written  archetype  before  him :  and  these  errors  are  of  sufficient  magni- 
tude  to  induce  the  probable  belief  that  others  occasioning    more 
perplexity  in  the  deciphering,  may  have  arisen  from  the  same  source. 
From  whatever  source,  however,  they  proceed,  they  are  capable  of 
being  completely  detected  and  amended  in  all  the  earlier  part  of  the 
inscription:    viz.   the  introduction,    and  the  laudatory  verses  that 
follow ;  but  when  the  verse  suddenly  ceases  or  changes,  and  that  in 
the  midst  of  the  stanza,  as  it  does  about  the  middle  of  the  14th  line  on 
the  pillar, — ^it  is  impossible  to  say  how  far  errors  of  the  same  kind 
with  those  before  found  and  corrected,  (such  as  their  sudden  cessation 
itself  seems  to  indicate)  may  have  produced  the  general  unintelligibility 
of  the  document  until  we  come  to  its  last  line,  the  19th.    With  the 
exception  of  those  four  lines  and  a  half,  the  rest,  notwithstanding  the 
indistinctness  of  many  of  the  letters  (indicated  by  the  frequent  double 
readings  and  occasional  lacunae  in  Lieut.  Cunningham's  pencil  copy), 
and  the  more  serious  difficulty  arising  from  the  positive  errors  above 
mentioned,  may  be  interpreted  with  sufficient  confidence. 

That  I  may  not,  however,  fieem  to  be  gratuitously  imputing  error 
to  an  unknown  artist  more  than  twelve  centuries  dea(^  with  a  view  to 
screen  the  want  of  skill  or  accuracy  in  his  living  transcribers  and 
interpreters, — ^I  am  bound  to  make  good  the  charge  in  question  in 
detail,  and  in  a  manner  that  may  bring  conviction  to  the  mind  of  every 
competent  scholar.  Tho  substitution  of  If  for  9  in  the  word  <|dl^4l%l 
feohibitiB'affectihm-viriJ  in  tho  sixth  line,  is  certainly  the  mistake  of 
the  graver,  not  of  his  copyist :  as  is  also  the  equally  evident  substitu- 
tion in  the  following  line  of  the  trisyllable  yfiSf^  prithivi^  toT  \\j& 

1  [  It  is  highly  desirable  that  this  inscriptioii  should  be  copied  de  novo,  and  sab- 
jected  to  a  revision  similar  to  that  applied  to  Dr.  Mill's  translation  of  the  AUah&b&d 
record.] 

16 
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B7non3rme  Y^  pritM  '  the  earth' ;  where  the  latter  word  of  two 
long  syllables  is  indispensably  required  by  the  measure  of  the  yerse, 
indicated  as  it  is  by  all  the  preceding  and  subsequent  words  in  a 
manner  not  to  be  mistaken.  These  words  in  their  written  forms  in 
the  ancient  character,  are  too  unlike  what  are  sererally  substitntad  for 
them  to  make  this  the  possible  error  of  a  European  eopyist  unac- 
quainted with  Sanskrit, — while  they  are  precisely  such  mistakes  as  a 
Hindu  superficially  acquainted  with  that  language  might  most  easily 
commit,  if  uninspected,  in  a  work  like  this :  the  former  arising  from 
an  ignorant  confusion  of  two  words  of  similar  sound,  but  wholly 
different  etymology  as  well  as  meaning, — the  latter  from  total  inatten- 
tion to  the  rules  of  metrical  harmony.  Now  the  existence  of  two  such 
glaring  errors  of  the  sculptor,  uncorrected,  renders  it  highly  probable 
that  we  should  impute  to  him  a  large  proportion,  if  not  the  whole,  of 
the  following  equally  manifest  errors.     •     .     •     • 

With  these  nine  specimens  of  most  evident  error  in  as  many  lines 
of  the  inscription,  the  two  last  errors  implying  the  skipping  of  several 
syllables  at  once, — and  closed  with  the  fact  that  there  is  no  integral 
number  of  Manini  stanzas  of  four  lines,  but  five  and  a  half  only  from 
their  commencement  in  the  7th  line  of  the  pillar, — the  groimds  of  con- 
jectural emendation  were  too  slight  for  its  probable  application,  when 
the  guide  of  metre  was  wanting.  Accordingly,  from  the  14th  to  the 
last  line  of  the  pillar,  which  supplied  a  stanza  in  the  ordinary 
Anushtabh  measure,  (a  space  constituting  about  one  quarter  of  the 
inscription)  I  have  been  content  to  group  together  those  syllables 
which  formed  connected  meanings ;  leaving  the  rest,  in  which  no  such 
connexion  appeared,  uncopied ;  and  abandoning,  with  respect  to  them, 
a  task  so  much  resembling  that  which  the  Chaldean  king  imposed  on 
his  magicians, — ^that  of  supplying  the  dream  as  well  as  the  inter- 
pretation. 

After  this  explanation,  I  proceed  to  exhibit  the  text  [omitted  in 
this  reprint],  together  with  an  English  version  of  those  three- 
quarters  of  the  inscription  which  are  sufficiently  intelligible;  beginning 
with  the  seven  lines  of  prose  that  declare  the  genealogy  and  the 
succession : — 

(Tbanslation). 
*  Of  the  liberator  of  the  greatest  kings,  incomparable  on  the  earth, — ^by  whom 
loads  of  forest  timber  are  collected  for  the  holocaustic  scrrice  of  Indra,  Yamna,  and 
Yamo,  by  the  completion  of  sacrifices  bearing  the  flavour  of  the  waters  of  all  the 
four  circamambient  occeans, — whose  glory  reaches  to  the  firmament, — who  on  erery 
side  bestows  liberally  as  the  golden-sided  mountain  (Mem), — by  whom  Meni  himself 
might  be  borne  aloft  in  the  piercing  talons  of  his  mighty  arm, — the  great  grandson 
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of  the  greftt  king  Gapta,— gTandson  of  the  great  king  Ghatot-kacha,~w>n  of  the 
great  king,  the  Borereign  of  kings,  Chandra-gupta, — ^maternal  grandson  of  Lich- 
chhaTi,— horn  of  the  great  goddess-like  Knm&ra-deTl,— the  great  king,  the  soyereign 
of  kings,  Samudra-gapta : — 

Of  him,  when  the  accepted  son  was  pronounced  to  be  the  son  of  Deri,  daughter 
of  Mah&daitya,  the  incomparable  worshipper  of  the  supreme  Bhagavat  (Krishna), 
the  great  king,  the  soyereign  of  kings,  Ohandra-gnpta,— then  his  son,  before  addicted 
to  iUiberality,  and  a  man  of  great  parsimony,  was  purified  by  the  waters  of  destiny. 
Such  was  the  excellent  blessedness  of  the  worshipper  of  the  supreme  Bhagayat,  the 
great  king,  the  soyereign  of  kings,  Knm&ra-gupta,  celebrated  for  his  mildness  of 
disposition,  and  of  subdued  passions  united  to  accumulated  fame, — a  blessedness 
peryading  eyen  the  forests  and  desert  lands. 

(FVm).  Haying  well  surmounted  the  calamities  that  oppressed  the  earth,  the 
chief  and  unique  hero  of  the  Gupta  race,  of  &ce  like  a  lotus,  dispUys  the  glory  of 
conquest :  eyen  he,  by  name  Skanda^gupta  of  distinguished  and  spoUess  renown, — 
who  in  the  spirit  of  his  own  dreadful  deeds  danced  in  the  fierce  dance  (Siya- 
like  after  his  yengeance  for  Sita's  death). 

Possessed  of  a  clear  insight  into  the  profound  wisdom  of  the  Tantras,  with  a 
spirit  of  unceasing  silence  (on  their  incommunicable  mysteries ; — ^and,  in  accordance 
with  their  precept  and  discipline,)  mangling  the  flesh  of  the  refractory  in  successiye 
yictories;  he  by  whom  the:r  challenge  in  battle  being  accepted  and  answered,  forms 
a  splendid  spectacle  in  eyery  quarter  of  the  earth, — is  declared  eyen  by  alien  princes 
to  be  one  whose  mind  could  not  be  shaken  by  sudden  and  unexpected  calamity. 

For,  afterwards,  by  him  to  whom  the  keeping  of  his  treasure  was  committed,— the 
boundary,  which  was  giyen  as  a  sacred  deposit  and  worthy  to  be  extended  to  the 
extremities  of  the  earth,  was  treacherously  taken  away ;  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
£Eunily  remoyed  from  it, — (eyen  by  him,  the  minister  aforesaid),  coyeting  the  wealth 
of  that  family,  haying  preyiously  professed  much  attachment  in  words,  but  destitute 
of  the  light  (of  truth),  and  followed  by  calamitous  defection. 

Yet  (haying  conquered)  the  land,  his  left  foot  was  fixed  there  on  a  throne  yet 
untrodden  by  mortals,  and  haying  obtained  excellent  room,  and  laid  by  his  weapons, 
he  reposed  from  war  on  his  (inaccessible)  mountain.  His  pure  and  noUe  exploits, 
the  exploits  of  a  man  of  unspotted  fiune,  although  long  opposed  by  the  kings  of  the 
excellent  seyen  hills,  are  now  sung  eyen  by  them. 

In  eyery  region  did  men  surround  that  young  prince,  when  his  father  had  gone 
to  heayen,  as  one  who  had  attained  most  illustrious  prosperity :  whom  his  other's 
brother  and  the  other  chiefs  did  first  (thus  surround,  hailing  him)  as  their  new 
soyereign,  in  the  midst  of  the  joy  of  conquest,  with  tears  in  their  eyes. 

May  he,  who  is  like  Krishna  stiU  obeying  his  mother  Deyaki,  after  his  foet  are 
yanquLshed,  he  of  golden  rays,  with  mercy  protect  this  my  design ! 


Whateyer  prince  in  this  place  perpetually  worships  this  sacred  image,  is  con- 
sidered by  Rudra  (Siya)  himself  as  one  whose  understanding  is  ennobled  and  rendered 
praise-worthy  by  this  aJTectionate  deyotion,  eyen  in  the  land  of  Arha  (Indra)  and  tho 
other  celestials/ 
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REMARKS  ON  THE  ABOVE  INSCRIPTION. 
The  accotmt  of  the  parentage  of  Samudra-Ghipta,  son  of  Chandra- 
GKipta,  which  closed  the  Allah&bad  mscriptioii,  forms,  in  nearly  the  same 
words,  the  beginning  of  the  present ;  and  his  panegyric,  which  peryaded 
the  earlier  monument,  is  the  leading  subject  in  the  prose  part  of  this. 
The  first  new  fact  is  the  designation  of  his  son  and  successor,  Chandra- 
Gupta  the  Second ;  whom  it  seemod  most  obvious,  on  the  first  reading  of 
the  names,  to  identify  with  the  expected  son  and  heir  of  the  eighteenth 
line  of  the  pillar  of  Allah&bad,  the  o£&pring  of  Samudra-Gupta  and  his 
principal  queen,  the  daughter  of  the  proud  princess  SanhirikA.  This 
identification,  however,  is  removed  by  the  terms  of  the  inscription 
itself:  this  son  does  not  succeed  by  right  of  primogeniture,  but  as 
peculiarly  selected  {partgrihUa),  on  account  of  his  eminent  virtues,  from 
the  rest  of  the£Eimilyor  fSuniliesof  thepolyganustking,andistheo£&pring, 
not  of  Sanh&rik&'s  daughter,  but  of  the  daughter  of  a  prince  named  Mah4- 
daitya.  The  son  and  successor  of  Chandra-Gupta  II.  is  Eumara-Gupta, 
who  is  represented  as  having  been  a  very  unprincely  character  at  the  time 
of  his  father's  adoption  as  heir  to  the  throne ;  but,  having  been  disciplined 
by  some  unnamed  fortune,  becomes,  on  his  own  accession  to  the  throne, 
an  emulator  of  the  mild  virtues  and  the  Yaishnava  devotion  of  his 
parent  The  next  king  is  Skanda-Gupta,  who  may  be  most  probably 
supposed  to  be  the  son  of  his  immediate  predeoessor,  Kumdra-Gupta ; 
but,  on  this  point,  the  verse,  which  here  takes  the  place  of  the  more 
narrative  prose,  is  unfortunately  silent.  We  only  hear  of  his  distin- 
guished fame  as  a  warrior ;  and  that  his  piety,  congenial  with  his  acts, 
does  not  take  the  same  turn  with  that  of  his  two  nearest  predecessors, 
of  devotion  to  Yishnu  the  Preserver,  but  attached  itself  to  the  opposite 
system,  now  so  prevalent  in  this  part  of  India,  the  deep,  mysterious, 
and  sanguinary  system  of  the  Tantras.  After  the  conquest  and  slaugh- 
ter of  many  opposing  kings,  we  hear  of  his  eventM  triumph  over  a 
more  formidable  enemy  than  all,  a  treacherous  minister,  who,  for  a  time, 
succeeds  in  dispossessing  him  of  his  kingdom.  After  vanquishing, 
however,  the  rival  monarchs  of  the  seven  hills,  and  resting  peacefrdly 
on  his  laurels  in  his  inaccessible  mountain  throne,  (localities  which 
carry  us  away  frx>m  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Ganges,  but  whether 
towards  the  north  or  Central  India,  we  have  no  means  of  determining,) 
this  worthy  worshipper  of  Siva  and  Burga  ascends  to  heaven ;  and  his 
brother  and  the  other  chiefs,  with  mingled  feelings  of  grief  and 
affectionate  allegiance,  proclaim  his  young  child  the  heir  to  his  father's 
isrown  and  conquests.  This  youth  is  described  as  obedient  to  the 
qu^eA  dowager,  bis  mother,  as  was  Krishna  to  his  mother  Devakf ; 
but  the  part  of  the  inscription  that  proceeds  to  speak  of  him  is  oonAised 
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and  unintelligible;  neither  does  he  appear  to  be  once  named;  unless' 
we  conceiye  some  letters  of  line  18  to  give  his  name  thus:  Mahesa- 
prfta  Gupta,  *  the  Gupta  attached  to  Siva,  or  beloved  by  Siva.'  He  is 
probably  the  Mahendra  Gupta  whose  name  occurs  in  several  of  the  newly 
discovered  coins  of  this  dynasty. 

The  royal  family  of  the  Guptas,  therefore,  as  adapted  to  the  time  of 
this  inscription,  stands  as  follows;  the  Arabic  numerals  denoting 
sovereigns,  or  those  to  whom  the  prefix  Mahdrdja  Adhirdja  belongs,  in 
the  order  of  their  succession. 

GUPTA,  a  Bfija  of  the  Solar  line. 

wu»vvv.juwiu».  I   (^hoae  daughter  was) 


(1)  Chandra  Gapta  I. 

(2)  Samadra-6apta, O— DeVi, 


-V- 

^Gi 


-Kum&ra-deTi,        Mah&-daitya, 
(queen  conaort).      (whoae  daughl 


iter  was) 


I      (one  of  the  queens  of 
Samudra-Gu 


Samudra-Gupta)  < 

(3)  ChandrfUGupta  II. 

(4)  Knm&ra-Gupta, 
(whose  son  prooablj  was) 

(5)  Skanda-Gupta, 

(6)  A  young  piinoe  (Mahendra-Gnpta }) 
a  minor  at  the  date  of  this  inscriptioiu 

[  The  next  item  of  evidence  is  derived  from  the  inscription 
on  the  eastern  Gtite  at  Sanch.i,  near  BhiLsa.  Prinsep,  in  his 
introductory  comments  on  this  monumental  writing,  remarks : — ] 

It  records  a  money  contribution  and  a  grant  of  land  by  an  agent 
of  the  ruling  sovereign,  Ghandragupta,  for  the  embellishment  of  the 
edifice  (or  perhaps  for  the  erection  of  the  ornamented  gateway)  and  for 
the  support  of  certain  priests,  and  their  descendants  for  ever. 

The  value  of  a  fiu»imile  in  preference  to  a  copy  made  by  the  eye 
was  never  more  conspicuous  than  in  the  present  instance.  Turning  to 
the  engraving  of  Mr.  Hodgson's  copy  in  vol.  iii.  'Jour.  As.  Soc. 
Beng.',  we  find  his  artist  has  totally  omitted  all  the  left-hand  portion 
of  the  inscription,  which  has  been  injured  by  the  separation  of  a 
splinter  in  the  stone  I  The  initial  letter  of  each  Hue  is,  however,  dis- 
tinctly visible  on  the  stone  beyond  this  flaw ;  and  as  not  more  than 
four  or  five  letters  in  each  line  are  thus  destroyed,  it  is  not  very 
difficult  to  supply  them,  without  endangering  the  sense.  This  has  now 
been  done  by  the  Society's  pandit ;  and  the  only  place  at  which  hQ 
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hesitated  was  infiUing  up  the  amount  of  the  donatioii,  in  the  serenth 
line,  which  may  have  been  hundreds  or  thousands  or  upwards,  but 
oould  hardly  have  been  units,  in  a  display  of  regal  beneficence.  I 
haye  endeayoured  to  make  a  literal  translation:— 

^BAKSLAnOM}. 

<To  th6  all-retpected  j^ramaiiafl,  the  cbief  priesti  of  the  dvtutUA  ceremonial,* 
vho  bj  deep  meditation  hare  eabdned  their  paanom^  the  championi  (iwoid)  of  the 
tirtoee  of  their  tribe  :-> 

The  eon  of  Amuka,  the  deifcrojer  of  his  fether'e  enenuea^*  the  pmiisher  of  the 
oppiesaon  of  a  deeolated  country,  the  winner  of  the  glorioua  flag  of  victory  in  many 
hattlee,  daily  by  Mb  good  conniel  gaining^  the  esteem  of  the  worthy  persons  of  the 
ooort,  and  obtaining  the  gratification  of  erery  desire  of  his  life  through  the  &Tor 
of  the  great  emperor  Chandragnpta ; — ^haying  made  salutation  to  the  etenial  gods 
and  goddesses,  has  given  a  piece  of  ground  purchased  at  the  legal  rate;  also  five 
temples,  and  twenty-fire  (thousand?)  din&rs;*  (half  of  which  has  been  spent  for  the 
said  purchase  of  the  said  ground),  as  an  act  of  grace  and  benerolenoe  of  the  great 
emperor  Chandragupta,  generally  known  among  his  sutjects  as  Dera-rkja  (or 
Indra). 

As  long  as  the  sun  and  moon  (shall  endure),  so  long  shall  these  fiye  asoetica 
enjoy  the  jewel-adorned  edifice,  lighted  with  many  lamps.  For  endless  ages  after 
me  and  my  descendants  may  the  said  ascetics  enjoy  the  precious  building  and  the 
lamps !  Whoso  shall  destroy  the  stmctuze,  his  sin  shall  be  as  great,  yea  five  times 
as  great,  as  that  of  the  murderer  of  a  br&hman. — In  the  Samvat  (or  year  of  hia 
reign  ?)  f ,  ^  the  month  of)  Bh&dr^ada,  the  tenth  (day).'^ 


^  1  -« ^  ^'  *^  fire-temple,  or  place  where  sacrifidal  fire  is  preserred '  (Wilson's 
l^ictionary) ;  sIbo  '  a  particular  religioua  obserranoe.'  The  latter  is  preferable,  as 
the  fire-worship  is  unconnected  with  the  Buddhist  religion. 

'  This  epithet  is  doubtful :  the  pandit  has  supplied  a  11  to  make  it  intelligble, 

*  This  document,  if  I  haye  rightty  interpreted  it,  teaches  us  that  the  current  coin 
of  the  period  was  entitled  dhdr,  which  we  know  to  be  at  the  present  day  the 
Persian  name  of  a  gold  coin,  although  it  is  eyidentiy  derived  from  the  Bioman 
denarkti,  which  was  of  itself  silver;  while  the  Peman  dirham  (a  silver  coin) 
represents  the  drachma^  or  dram  weight,  of  the  Greeks.  The  word  dindra 
is  otherwise  derived  in  the  Sanskrit  dictionaries,*  and  is  used  in  books  for  (nma- 
ments  and  seals  of  ffold,  bnt  the  weight  allowed  it  of  thirty-two  raiU^  or  sixty-four 
grains,  agrees  so  closely  with  the  Koman  and  Greek  unit  of  sixty  grains,  that  its 
identity  cannot  be  doubted,  especially  when  we  have  before  us  the  a<Sual  gold  coins 
of  Chandragupta  (didrachmas)  weighing  from  120  to  180  grains,  and  indubitably 
copied  firom  Greek  originals  in  device  as  well  as  weight. 

[  Bumouf,  in  noticing  the  occurrence  of  the  same  word,  adds  a  note  in  reference 
to  this  passage,  which  I  transcribe : — "  Celni  qui  m'apiK>rtera  la  t^  d*un  mendiant 
br^manique,  recevra  de  moi  un  DInftra  \"  — '  Introduction  ^  Thistoire  de  Buddhisme.' 

*  [Major  Cunningham,  in  his  work  on  the  Bhilsa  Topes,  has  published  a  Jacsimile, 
*  riXa'*ap«ip«r*  aod'Tl'  'tofo*— ^whatlsglTsntothepoor'l  (Wltoon*i IMetlooarr). 
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[The  two  ciphers  confitituting  the  date  in  this  inscrip- 
tion are  now  by  common  consent  ^  admitted  to  convey  the 
number  ninety-ihree:  the  epoch  to  which  this  record  refers  is 
however  still  an  open  question,  and  will  be  examined  more  at 
large  in  its  proper  order.  Nor,  it  must  be  observed^  is  there 
anything  definitive  to  shew  which  of  the  two  Ghandra-Ghiptas 
— ^the  third  or  the  fifth — on  the  family  list,  is  alluded  to  in 
the  text. 

The  comprehensive  inscription  on  the  northern  face  of  the 
Jun&garh  Rock,  in  which  mention  is  made  of  Skanda  Gupta, 
should  have  apx)eared  in  this  place,  but  I  regret  to  say  that  up 
to  this  time  no  more  satisfactory  account  of  its  purport  and  con- 
tents can  be  given  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  brief  notice  pub- 
lished by  Prinsep,  in  April,  1838.  * 

In  1842,  Major  Jacob  and  M.  Weetergaard  copied  this 
inscription  anew,  and  a  lithographed  facsimile  of  their  transcript 
was  published  in  the  April  number  of  the  Journal  of  the  Bombay 

as  well  as  a  transcript  and  a  translation,  of  the  ndavagiri  Inscription,  which  he 
attributes  to  Chandra  Gapta,  the  second  of  our  list.     X'he  assienment,  at  the  best. 


rests  upon  slender  grounds ;   and,  if  the  present  revised  translation  is  to  supersede 
'enden*       *  •     «         ,    .. 


his  rendering,  it  must  be  deemed  altogether  fallacious.  I  annex  his  transliteration 
and  inteipretation :  —  *•*•*•  Siddham    samvatsare    82    Srayana-m&sa   suklckadasya.' 

*  Parama- bhatt&raka  Mah&r&jadhi  Chandra  Gupta  p&d&nad&tasya.'  *Mah&r(ija 
Chagaliga  potrasya,  Mah&r&ja  Vishnu-d&sa  putrasya.'     *  Sanak^nikftsya  Mah&  (r&ja 

•  •  •).'  ^Finished  in  the  year  82,  on  the  Uth  of  the  bright  half  of  the  month  of 
Sr&yana ;  [the  cavelof  him,  bowing  to  the  feet  of  the  paramount,  homage-receiving, 
supreme  Mah&r&ja,  Chandra  Gupta,  the  grandson  of  Mah&r&ja  Chagaliga,  the  son  of 
Hah&r&ja  Yishnu-d&aa,  Mah&rfga  (name  obliterated  of  Sanak&nika.)*'^  p.  160. 

The  Sanskrit  transcript  adopted  will  be  seen  to  vary  but  slighUy  from  the  version  in 
Roman  type  inserted  above.  The  translation  approved  of  by  Prof.  Wilson,  however, 
differs  very  materially- : — at  the  same  time  I  must  freely  admit  the  disadvantages  I 
have  laboured  under  in  having  to  follow  the  lithograph  of  a  London  artist,  while  Major 
Cunningham's  transliteration  has  been  made,  I  presume,  from  the  original  itself. 

t^RH^NcR^^^  ^rwr^nt^4i?<ii<nil  ^hc^r^ij^jrtt- 

'  (May  it  be)  auspicious !  On  the  11th  day  of  the  light  fortnight,  in  the  month  of 
Sravana,  in  the  year  82  of  (?)  the  great  King  of  Sanak&nika,  .son  of  the  great 
King,  Yishnu-d&sa,  (and)  grandson  of  the  great  King,  Chhagaliga,  (who,  viz. 
Chhagaliga,  was^  son  of  the' supreme  monarch  (and)  paramount  lord  of  great  kings, 
the  auspicious  Cnandra  Gupta    .     .     .     . '  ] 

1  [*  S&h  Kings  of  Saur&shtra,'  Jour.  Soy.  As.  Soe.,  xii.,  6 ;  Bhilsa  Topet,  p.  152: 
Lassen,  Ind,  Alt,  ii.,  939.  (1862).] 

»  [♦  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.',  vii.,  347]. 
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Branch  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society  for  ihat  year.  The  result, 
as  might  have  been  anticipated  from  Major  Postans'  previous 
report  on  the  execution  and  existing  state  of  this  monument,' 
is  eminently  disappointing;  and,  in  spite  of  every  effort  to  produce 
an  intelligible  transliteration  from  the  lithograph,  I  must  confess 
myself  fairly  baffled  in  the  task. 

Prinsep's  note  is  to  the  following  effect : — '^  I  may  here  so 
far  satisfy  curiosity  as  to  state  that  this  third  inscription,  the 
longest,  and  in  some  respects  the  best  preserved,  though  from 
the  smaUness  and  rudeness  of  the  letters  it  is  very  difficult  to 
decipher,  is  in  a  modem  character — ^that  allotted  to  the  third 
century  after  Christ — or  the  Gupta  alphabet ;  and  that  in  the 
opening  Unes  I  find  an  allusion  to  Skanda  Gupta,  one  of  the 
Gupta  fBunily,  whose  name  haa  also  been  found  upon  a  new 
series  of  the  Saur&shtra  coins;  the  words  are  4^ PS  ftjW  ^ 

^rfin  w^^^^j^ip;  •  •  • 

My  next  excerpt  consists  of  Prinsep's  translation  of  the 
Eran  pillar  Inscription  * : — '] 

INSCRIPTION  FROM   A   TEMPLE   OF  VARAHA,    AND  A   DHWAJA- 
STAMBHA,  IN  THE  VICINITY  OF  ERAN  OR  AIRAN  IN  BHOPAL. 

Lieut.  Conolly  and  Capt.  Burt  started  froq^  Mhow,  on  an  ex- 
ploring journey.  They  continued  in  company  as  far  as  Sehore, 
where  some  copper  plates,  in  Mr.  Wilkinson's  possession,  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  former,  whUe  the  latter,  hearing  of  a  pillar  at  Airan, 
hastened  off  by  a  dik  to  visit  it,  and  was  rewarded  with  the  two 
inscriptions  which  follow,  and  a  few  insolated  names  in  various  styles 
from  the  Airan  pillar  and  temple.  The  history  of  the  origin  of  the 
monuments  as  derived  from  the  inscriptions  themselves  may  be  suc- 
cinctly told. 

The  temple  was  built  by  Dhanya  Yishnu,  the  confidential  minister 
of  Sija  Matri  Yishnu,  the  son  of  Hari  Yishnu,  the  grandson  of  Yaruna 
Yishnu,  and  great  grandson  of  Indra  Yishnu ;  in  the  first  year  of  the 
reign  of  R&ja  Tdrapdni  [Toramdna]  of  Saurashtra  (?) :  and 

The  pillar  was  erected  by  Yaidala  Yishnu,  the  son  of  Hasti  Yishnu, 
also  grandson  of  Yaruna  Yishnu,  and  at  the  cost  of  Dhanya  Yishnu,  on 
the  14th  of  Asarh  in  the  year  165,  in  the  leign  of  Budha-Oupta  in 

»  [*  Jour.  Ab.  Soc.  Beng.',  vii.,  873].         «  [Ibid.,  rii.,  634.1 
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Sanrashtray  comprehending  the  country  between  a  river  whose  name, 
though  partially  erased,  may  be  easily  made  out  as  the  Kdlindf  or 
Jamni  and  the  Narmada,  or  Nerbudda. 

(TBAir8LA.TI0N). 

'  He  18  yiotorioiu !  (Vishna)  the  four-armed,  omnipresent,  the  creator  and  preserver 
of  the  world,  whose  bed  is  the  immense  water  of  the  four  oceans  and  whose  ratho' 
Tcetu  (*  chariot-standard ')  is  Garu^. 

On  Thnnday,  the  thirteenth  lonar  day  of  the  month  of  Ash&^  of  the  year  166, 
when  the  hin'g,  Budha  Gupta,  who  was  the  moon  of  good  administration,  and  resplendent 
in  fortune  and  fame,  goyemed  the  beautiful  country  situated  between  the  £^ndi 
(Jamnli)  and  the  Narmadm  by  his  good  qualities  (deriyed)  from  the  Loka-p&las.^  In 
the  aforesaid  year  of  his  dynasty,  ['  of  him,'  in  orig.]  in  the  yery  month  and  day  afore- 
said :  one,  named  Yaidala  YiBhnu,  who  was  fieunous  as  &r  as  the  four  oceans,  oyer 
respectable ;  who  by  public  election  and  through  the  fityor  of  God,  obtained  the  good 
fortune  of  the  regency ;  who  was  deyoted  to  Bhagay&n ;  the  son  of  the  father-resemb- 
ling Hari  Yishnu ;  grandson  of  the  father's-talent-possessing  Yaruna  Yishnu ;  the 
great  grandson  of  Indra  Yishnu ,  of  the  Maitr&yanayakripabha  race ;  a  strict  obseryer 
of  his  religious  duties,  regular  in  sacrifices,  reader  of  the  Yeda,  a  yery  riahi  among 
br&hmans.'  By  him  (Yaidala  Yishnu)  this  banner-pillar  was  erected  at  the  expense 
of  Dhanya  Yishnu, — ^for  the  prosperity  of  his  race,  in  honor  of  Jan&rdana  (Yishnu), 
the  distresser  of  the  Punya-janat  (Rakshasas). 

Glory !  to  him  who  is  a  patriotic  (prince)  and  to  whom  belong  all  the  people ! ' 

[I  further  annex  the  translation  of  Toram&na's  inscription 
from  the  same  site,  which  is  closely  connected  with  the  preceding 
text:—] 

(Translation). 

<  He  is  yictorious !  the  boar-shaped  god,  who,  at  the  time  of  deliyering  the  earth, 
whirled  round  the  mountains  by  the  jerk  of  his  tushes ;  from  the  increase  of  whose 
body  haye  proceeded  the  three  regions. 

When  the  great  r&ja,  Toram&na,  the  yery  famous  and  beautiful,  the  king  of  kings, 
goyemed  the  earth ;  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign,  on  the  tenth  day  of  Ph&lguna  :  — 
before  his  time,  the  well-known  Dhanya  Yishnu,  the  doer  of  many  yirtuoua 
deeds,  follower  of  the  injunctions  of  the  Yedas,  obedient  to  his  brother,  the  late 
great  R&j&  M&tri  Yishnu  (since  departed  to  heayen),  and  fayored  by  him — 
who  obtained  the  good  fortune  of  regency  by  public  election  and  through  the 
grace  of  God : — famous  as  far  as  the  four  oceans,  eyer  respectable,  and  yictorious 
in  many  battles  with  his  enemies,  the  deyoted  worshipper  of  Bhagay&n, — who  was  the 
son  of  Hari  Yishnu,  resembling  his  father, — ^the  grandson  of  Yaruna  Yishnu,  pos- 
sessor of  his  father's  qualities, — great  grandson  of  Indra  Yishnu  of  the  Maitr&yana- 
yakripabha  race,  the  illustrious  and  distinguished,  obseryant  of  his  religious  duties 
and  sacrifices  with  Sukta  (a  hymn  of  the  Rig-yeda) — a  regular  sacrificer,  well  read  in 
the  Yedas,  and  a  rUhi  among  the  br&hmans. — By  him  (Dhanya  Yishnu)  was  caused 

^  Upholders  of  the  uniyerse. 

'  These  seyeral  epithets  are,  almost  literatim,  the  same  in  both  inscriptions. 
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to  be  erected  thii  new  temple  of  Jagan-NftrfcyBiia  ^  Nir&jana,  in  the  fonn  of  Yiir&hn 
(the  Boar  incarnation)  at  his  own  Tillage  of  Nerikona,  in  the  reign,  year,  monthy  and 
day  aforesaid. 

Glory  to  the  mistreas  of  Br&hmanapnra,  and  the  king  to  whom  all  the  people 
belong !'(?) 

[Next  in  order  comeB  a  postlramoiis  notice  of  Skanda-Gnpta, 
graven  on  the  Kuhaon  pillar/  which  I  insert  to  complete  the 
published  series : — ] 

(Translation). 

'In  the  month  of  JyaiBhtha,in  the  year  one  hundred  and  thirty-three'  [141]afterthe 
decease  ^  of  Skanda  Gupta,  the  chief  of  a  hundred  kinga,  reaembling  Indra  in  his  rule, 
possessed  of  the  chiefest  of  riches,  enjoying  far-spread  reputation,  bom  of  the  royal 
race  of  the  Guptas,  whose  earthly  throne  was  shaken  by  the  wind  of  the  bowing 
heads  of  a  hundred  kings. 

At  this  celebrated  and  precious  village,  sanotifled  in  rererential  attachment  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Kakubharati.* 

The  opulent  Bhatti  Soma  was  the  son  of  Amila,  the  receptacle  of  good  qualities. 
His  son  was  the  yery  fiimoua  and  talented  Budra  Soma,  known  by  another  appellation 
as  Yy&ghrarrati.  His  own  son  was  Madra,  the  constant  and  frigidly  patron  of 
br&hmans,  Gurus,  and  Tatis.  He,  struck  with  awe  at  beholding  the  uniTcraal  insta- 
bility of  this  world,  made  (for  himself)  a  road  of  yirtue  * ;  haying  set  up  (established) 
along  the  roadside,  fire  images,  made  of  quarried  stone,  of  Indra,  ^  objects  of  adoration 
to  the  religious  and  devout,  for  the  increase  of  his  own  moral  merit  and  the  happiness 
of  mankind ;  (the  same)  haying  attached  thereto  a  tank  filled  with  water. 

This  stone  piUar,  beautiful  and  lofty  as  the  craggy  pinnacles  of  the  mountains,  is 
the  maker  of  renown :  (t.  e.  records  his  meritorious  act.) ' 

The  circumstance  of  chief  importance  in  the  ^bore  monument,  is  its 
allusion  to  '  Skanda  Gupta,  of  the  fjEimily  of  the  Guptas,'  a  name  so 
well  known  to  us  firom  the  Bhitari  inscription  and  from  our  Eanauj 
coins.  That  his  sway  was  nearly  as  potent  as  the  expression  *  lord  of  a 
hundred  kings '  would  seem  to  convey,  I  shall  have  hereafter  occasion 
to  prove  by  the  exhibition  of  his  own  name  and  of  that  of  his  prede- 

1  Or  '  Nar&rayan,  who  is  himself  the  water  of  the  umTerse.' 
»  [*  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.*,  vii.,  87.] 

*  lit.  *  The  month  Jyaishtha  in  the  year  thirty  and  two  and  one  plus  one  hundred 
being  arriyed.'  [The  original  proyes  tne  true  date  to  be  the  one  hundred  and  forty- 
first  year  from  the  repose,  etc.] 

*  Shdntehy  *  of  the  repose,'  i.  e.  *  death.' 

*  Written  Kakubhah-rati  fJT*  TRWWIT  (ne)  :  the  meaning  must  be  that 
such  was  the  name  of  the  yilla^e ;  and  probably  the  moidem  Kuhaon  may  be  a  cor- 
ruption of  the  ancient  appellation  Kakubha. 

*  JPunya^kandham  $a  ehakre;  in  punning  aUusion,  perhaps,  to  his  adorning  the 
road  with  these  flye  images. 

"v  The  word  seems  to  be  written  paehendrdmy  horn  the  contracted  space  occupied 
by  the  n  of  l|^.    The  smal  figure  below  has  ycry  much  the  character  of  Buddha. 
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cessor  Etun&ra  Gupta  on  the  coins  of  Sandlshtra  or  Kattywar,  on  the 
western  extremity  of  the  Indian  continent.  It  does  not  appear  who 
succeeded  him^  or  whether  the  Gupta  dynasty  there  terminated ;  hut 
I  think  it  is  open  to  conjecture  that  the  whole  power  was  usurped  by 
the  minister's  family,  because  we  find  Tila  Bhatti,  a  chief  magistrate, 
erecting  the  Allahdbid  pillar,  and  we  here  find  another  of  the  same 
name,  the  opulent  Bhatti  Soma,  the  son  of  Amila  (Bhatti  f)  at  the 
head  of  a  new  race,  not,  to  be  sure,  arrogating  to  themselves  the  title  of 
Baja,  but  possessing  wealth  and  power  and  erecting  pillars  in  their 
own  name.  Four  generations  from  Amila,  viz. :  (1)  Amila,  (2)  Bhatti 
Soma,  (3)  Budra  Soma,  (4)  Hadra — ^will  give  about  thirty-three  years 
to  each  generation,  which  for  private  life  may  be  tolerably  near  the 
ordinary  average. 

[In  conclusion  of  the  Ghipta  proper  suite  of  inscriptions,  I 
annex  abstract  translations  of  a  double  set  of  copper-plate 
Sanads  now  in  the  Ben&res  College,  which  Professor  Wilson  has 
obligingly  prepared  from  transcripts  of  the  originals  made  by 
myself,  in  which  all  doubtfrd  forms  and  combinations  were 
carefiilly  copied  in  fac-simile : — 

TRANSLATIONS    OF    THE   BENARES  COPPER    PLATE   GRANTS   OP 
SSI  HASTINAS,  OTHERWISE  SRI  EASTI-JRAJA.^    By  Prop.  H.  H. 

"WlLSOK. 

*  Salutation  to  Mahftdeva  l—Health !  In  the  163Td  '  year  of  the  occupation  '  of  the 
kingdom  by  the  Gupta  kings— in  the  year  (of  the  cycle)  Yais&kh,  on  the  third  of  the 
light  half  of  £&rtik,  in  the  fore-part  of  the  day/  (then)  by  the  exalter  of  the  family 
of  the  chief  of  the  ascetics,  the  Mah&r&ja  Sil-hasti,  great  grandson  of  Mah&r&ja 
Dwarhya,  the  grandson  of  Mah&r&ja  Sri  Prabhanjana,  the  son  of  Mah6rfi.ja  Damo- 
dara, — ^the  giyer  of  much  land,  gold,  horses,  elephants,  and  thousands  of  cows, — the 
reyerencer  of  his  progenitors,  the  deyout  worshipper  of  gods  and  br&hmans,  the  eyer 
yictorious  in  many  battles,  .the  delight  of  his  own  race :  for  the  increase  of  his  own 
yirtae  and  the  ascent  of  the  steps  of  the  ladder  to  heayen ;  gaye  to  the  br&hmans  of 

^  [These  are  the  copper-plate  grants  regarding  which  Capt.  Eittoe  communicated 
with  CoL  Sykes  in  1848.  See  *  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soc*  zii.,  12,  note  4.  They  seem  to 
haye  been  originally  procured  from  Nagoae  in  Bundalkand.] 

>  [  One  copy  has  iha^hoUar$  vaahage,  the  other  tri  Bhashtyuitare  vrishaU :  putting 
them  together,  the  probable  reading  is  trUhattyutiare  varshaaaU, — H.H.W.] 

s  [£hukte  or  bhuktau,  but  it  may  also  be  read  tnukU  or  muktau,  *from  the  end 
or  cessation.'— H.H.W.J  Considering  the  yery  striking  difference  between  the 
early  forms  of  bh  and  m,  I  cannot  admit  this  doubt  to  l^  justified  by  any  possible 
error  of  transcription  from  the  original  on  my  part  The  former  is  clearly  the  true 
reading,  of  which  we  haye  two  corroboratiye  examples. — E.T.] 

*  [The  other  inscription  has,  *the  second  of  the  light  half  of  Chaitra,  in  the  year 
Ashwayuj.'  (?)-H.H.W.] 
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the  Yajaaaneyi  school  of  the  race  of  KaxualU,^  Oopuw&mi,'  BhaTafwimi  and  othen, 
the  Tillage with  the  bonndazies  (specified) — (then  follow  a  number  of  unin- 
telligible names  of  places,  after  which  there  is  a  prohilntion  to  any  of  his  successors 
to  reToke  the  gift)—*  as  it  is  said  by  the  great  Rishi,  Yy6sa,  *  land  that  has  been  giyen 
to  the  br&hmans  ii  to  be  carefnlly  protected,  for  the  presenration  of  the  grant  is  eren 
better  than  the  donation/  The  earth  has  been  possessed  by  Sfiigara  and  other  kings, 
by  each  of  whom  the  frnit  of  the  earth  was  sererally  reaped.  The  girer  of  land  re- 
joices in  heayen  for  sixty  thousand  years — ^the  despoiler,  the  resumer  and  disregarder, 
sinks  into  hell  for  as  many.'  > 

Both  inscriptions  end  with  the  specification  of  the  writer,  '  S6ryadatta,  son  of 
Randatta,  grandson  of  Karadatta,  having  the  tiUe  or  designation  Bhogika.' 

To  complete  the  series  of  collateral  documents  relating  to 

the  Guptas,  I  insert  in  this  place  translations  of  certain  copper 

plate  grants  made  by  successive  members  of  theValabhi  dynasty  of 

Gnjar&t.   Although  the  dates  of  these  are,  also,  to  a  certain  extent 

indeterminate,  yet  there  is  much  else  in  the  inscriptions  that  is 

calculated  to  elucidate  the  important  question  of  the  true  epoch 

of  the  Gupta  rule  in  India : — ] 

ACCOUNT   OF   THE   INSCRIPTIONS  UPON   TWO  SETS  OF   COPPER 

PLATES,   FOUND  IN  THE  WESTERN  PART  OF  GUJARAT.    By  W. 

H.  Watksn,  Eaa.,  P$rnan  Secretary  to  the  B&mbay  Cfo9emmeni,  (Sept.  1835.) 

Seyeral  years  since,  I  procured  two  sets  of  copper  inscribed  plates,  one  of  which 
had  been  diuovered  by  some  labourers  employed  in  digging  the  foundations  of  a 
honse  at  Danduca,  in  the  Peninsula  of  Grujar&t ;  and  the  other  in  a  similar  manner, 
at  Bhavanagar,  in  the  same  proyince.    .    .    . 

The  second  inscription  was  more  deftoed,  and,  after  the  greatest  trouble,  a 
part  of  it  still  remained  unintelligible,  the  letters  haying  become  obliterated  by  the 
effects  of  time  and  damp. 

They  are  both  grants  of  land  to  priests ;  the  first  is  about  fifteen  hundred  years 
old ;  and  the  date  of  the  second,  some  hundred  years  subsequent.    .    .    . 

The  contents  of  these  inscriptions,  as  tending  to  elucidate  the  ancient  history  of 
Western  India,  at  the  commencement  of  the  fourth  century  of  the  Christian  mm,  are 
of  some  interest,  as  will  be  presentiy  shown. 

In  the  first  inscription,  as  weU  as  in  the  second,  the  origin  of  the  dynasty  is 
traced  to  Bhatarka  Sen&pati,  who  is  said  to  haye  established  his  power  by  signal 
brayery  and  prowess :  his  capital,  named  Yalabhipura,^  is  also  expressly  mentioned 

t  [The  reading  of  one  is  'Kosiya,'  of  the  other  'Eausalya.'  Ought  it  to  be 
Kampa?— H.H.W.] 

'  flu  one  copy,  other  names  are  specified,  as,  Gauriswlimi  and  Brahmach&ri. — 
H.H.W.j 

'  [  The  other  inscription  has,  instead  of  this  last  clause,  *  he  who  resumes  land  giyen 
by  himself  or  by  another,  becomes  a  worm  in  ordure,  and  is  roasted  (in  hell)  along 
with  his  ancestors.*— H.H.W.] 

A  In  Pr&krit,  it  is  written  with  a  d,  *  Balabhi.' 
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in  the  first  grant ;  both  the  founder  of  this  soyereignty,  and  two  first  gaoceaora,  did 
not  take  the  titte  of  king,  but  Swdpatiy  or  'General,'  whence  it  may  be  inferred  that 
they  were  under  a  paramount  soyereign,  by  whom  the  proyinoe  of  Gujar&t  was  com- 
mitted to  their  charge ;  and  it  is  stated  in  the  description  of  the  fourth  prince  of  this 
family,  that  he  was  raised  to  the  royal  dignity  by  '  the  great  monarch,  the  sole 
Boyereign  of  the  entire  world,'  meaning  India. 

The  third  in  succession  to  him,  named  Sridhara  Sena,  would  appear  to  haye 
thrown  off  all  dependence  on  this  paramount  soyereign  of  Ujj&yini  or  Eanauj;  for  by 
the  date  of  the  first  inscription,  theValabhi  Samyat  or  sera  would  appear  to  haye  been 
instituted  in  his  reign,  its  date  being  Samyat  nine :  [330]  ^  this  circumstance  induced 
the  belief,  at  first,  that  the  sera  referred  to  was  that  of  Yikram&ditya,  until  on  refer- 
ring to  the  1st  yolume  of  Tod's  '  R&jasthan,'  the  existence  of  a  SQryayansa  dynasty 
in  Gujar&t— whose  capital  was  Yalabhipura,  and  title '  Bhatarka,'  and  also  of  a  Samyat 
or  aora  peculiar  to  those  kings,  as  proyed  by  Jaina  legends,  and  inscriptions  found  at 
Somn&th,  Patau,  etc— showed  that  these  grants  must  belong  to  those  princes  and 
their  sera  alone. 

Col.  Tod  established,  (from  the  materials  already  mentioned,  the  particulars  of 
which  may  be  seen  on  reference  to  his  work),*  the  following  historical  data. 

1.  The  emigration  of  a  prince  named  Keneksen,  of  the  SQrya-yansa,  or  'race  of 
the  Sun,'  from  Koshala-desha  {Kod.  Oudh),  and  his  establishing  himself  in  Gujar&t 
about  A.D,  144, 

2.  The  institution  of  an  sera,  called  the  Yalabhi  Samyat,  by  his  successors,  who 
became  the  independent  kings  of  Gigar&t,  the  first  year  of  which  flora  was  the  376th 
of  Yikram&ditya,  or  ▲.  d.  319. 

3.  The  inyasion  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Yalabhi  princes  by  a  barbarian  force,  the 
destruction  of  their  capital  Yalabhipura,  in  ▲.  d.  624,  and  the  remoyal  of  the  seat  of 
goyemment  to  the  north-eastern  part  of  Gujar&t,  most  probably  at  first  to  Sidhapura, 
about  ▲.  D.  564. 

The  inscriptions  confirm  in  a  singular  manner  these  seyeral  epochs.  The  first 
inscription  is  dated  9th  Yalabhi  Samyat,  corresponding  with  384  of  Yikram&ditya, 
and  A.D.  328. 

Now,  allowing  twenty  years  for  the  ayerage  reign  of  the  six  princes  of  the  first 
inscription,  this  will  giye  129  years  for  the  interyal  between  Sridhara  Sena,  in  whose 
reign  this  sera  may  be  supposed  to  haye  commenced,  and  Bhatarka  Sen&pati,  the 
founder  of  the  dynasty,  which  will  place  him  as  haying  liyed  in  ▲.  d.  190,  or  within 
forty-six  years  of  the  time  specified  by  Tod  as  that  of  Keneksen's  establishment  in 
Gujar&t.  That  Bhatarka  was  a  family  title,  and  not  the  real  name  of  this  chief,  is 
shewn  by  its  being  alone  used  in  the  seals  aflixed  to  both  the  inscriptions. 

From  the  second  inscription,  we  haye  a  long  line  of  princes,  the  last  of  whom, 

1  [ '  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.',  yii.,  349;  '  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soc.',  xii.,  33 ;  '  Jour.  As. 
Soc.Beng.',  1866.] 

s  See  the  chapter  entitled  *  Annals  of  Mew6r.' 
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Sil&ditjft  MnaaUi,  would  appear^  from  an  alliuioii  therein,  to  IkaTe  removed  the 
capital  to  Sidhapnra. 

Taking  the  nnmbor  of  hinge,  whoee  namee  are  given  snheeqoent  to  Sridhara 
Sena,  the  founder  of  the  Yalabhi  era,  at  twelve,  and  the  length  of  their  reigns  at  an 
average  of  twenty  years  each ;  this  ealcnUition  will  shew  a  term  of  about  240  or 
more  years,  to  have  elapsed  from  this  time  to  that  of  Sil6ditya  Musalli  of  Sid- 
hapura,  or  ▲.».  569,  about  thirty-five  years  after  the  sack  of  Yalabhipura  by  the 
barbarians. 

On  referring  to  the  list  of  kings,  another  of  the  name  of  Sil&ditya,  it  will  be  seen, 
just  preceded  the  prince  who  made  the  grant  contained  in  the  second  inscription, 
whose  reign  will  thus  approximate  to  a^d.  524,  stated  in  the  Jaina  legends  to  be  the 
date  when  the  capital  was  surprised  by  a  foreign  army.  From  the  sanm  source  also, 
we  find  the  name  of  the  prince  who  then  reigned  to  have  been  Silftditya,  as  above. 

These  coinddenoes  are  curious,  and  tend  to  confirm  the  authenticity  of  thooe 
fragments  of  early  Hindfi  history,  which  Tod  has  so  careftilly  coUeeted. 

The  Jaina  historical  legends  all  mention  the  kings  of  this  dynasty,  and  their 
flora,  the  Yalabhi  Samvat;  the  ci^ital,  from  its  geographical  position,  would  appear 
to  have  been  the  Byzantium  of  Ptdemy;  iti  kings  were  of  the  dynasty  called  by 
foreigners  the  Balh&ra,  which  may  have  been  a  corruption  of  the  title  Bhatazka,^ 
for  derived  from  the  adjoining  district  of  Bhala,  and  E&i  or  *  prince' ;  the  absurd 
manner  in  which  Hind6  names  were,  and  still  are,  corrupted  by  the  Arabs  and  other 
oreigners,  may  easily  account  for  the  difficulty  of  reconciling  real  names  with  their 
corruptions.  .  .  . 

It  may  be  here  mentioned,  that  it  is  from  this  very  fSamily  of  Yalabhipura,  that 
the  legends  of  the  present  E&nas  of  ITdayapnr  (XJdipur)  deduce  their  descent 

After  reigning  some  years  in  the  north  of  Giyar&t,  the  power  of  the  dynasty  was 
destroyed,  its  kingdom  dismembered,  and  the  city  of  Anhalwara  Pattan  became  the 
capital,  under  the  succeeding  dynasties  of  the  Chawura  and  Chalukia  (911^  Solanki) 
races. 

Both  these  grants  convey  fields  to  brithmans  as  religious  gifts.  The  lands 
granted  in  the  second  inscription  are  stated  to  be  situated  in  Saur&shtra,  and  the 
donees  are  said  to  have  come  from  Girinagara,  (Jun6garh  or  Gim&r,)  and  to  have 
settled  at  Sidhapura. 

Two  fitcts,  proving  the  great  antiquity  of  these  grants,  are,— first,  the  measure  of 
land  being  square  paces ;  and  the  other,  the  existence  of  the  worship  of  the  Sun :  one 
of  the  princes  is  named  as  being  of  that  sect.  .  .  . 

T&iLHSLATIOir  OF  AN  ANOISNT  INSCRIPTION,  DATSD  9tK  OT  THB  YaLABHI  SaM- 
VAT,  OB  A.D.  828,  AND  FOUND  IN  DIGGINa  THB  FOUNDATIONS  OF  A  HOUSB, 
NBAS  DANDUOA,  IN  THB  PBNINBULA  OF  Gu/ABXt,   OB  SaUbIsHTBA. 

*  May  prosperity  (ever  emanate)  from  the  city  of  Yalabhi  I  The  possessor  of  in- 
comparable strengtii  from  the  crowds  of  powerful  enemies  and  friends,  who  prostrate 

>  Bhatarka  means,  literally,  *  cherishing  sun ' ;  it  is  a  royal  title. 
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thamselYM  (before  him),  who  earned  glory  in  hundreds  of  battles  fought  in  the 
conntriee  of  his  foes :  whose  prowess  and  renown  dazzled  (the  eyes  of  the  princes  of 
the  uniyerse),  one  enjoying  the  affection  (of  his  sabjects)  by  grants  of  rewards  and 
honors,  and  also  by  courteous  behaviour :  the  acquirer  of  royal  prosperity  by  the 
strength  (aid)  of  his  numerous  dependants  and  attached  Mends,  great  adorer  of 
Mahesrara  (Sira),  (such  was)  Sen&pati  Bhatarka  (Bhatarka,  <  the  general-in-chief '). 

His  son,  with  head  tinged  of  a  reddish  colour  by  constant  inclination  of  his  head 
to  the  dust  of  his  father's  feet,  and  thus  rendered  pure :  the  lustre  of  the  nails  of 
whose  feet  (as  mirrors)  surpassed  the  diamonds  of  Sukra's  diadem,  whose  riches  were 
a  constant  source  of  relief  to  the  poor,  helpless,  and  destitute,  (was  the)  great  wor- 
shipper of  Mahesvara,  Sri  Sen&pati  Dhara  Sena  (the  <  general  of  the  forces,'  Dhara 
Sena). 

His  younger  brother,  with  forehead  wholly  sanctified  by  prostrations  at  his 
(brother's)  feet,  a  performer  of  all  the  acts  of  devotion  according  to  the  precepts  of 
Manu  and  other  holy  saints,  who,  like  Dharma  R&ja  (Tndhishthira),  has  arranged 
all  laws,  reoeived  his  inauguration  to  the  throne,  from  the  great  Sovereign  ^  himself, 
the  sole  monarch  of  the  entire  world,  and  whose  accession  to  royalty  was  solemnized 
by  unbounded  gifts.  He  was  the  great  worshipper  of  Mahesvara,  Sii  Mah&r&ja 
Drona  Sinha  (*  the  fortunate  king,'  Drona  Sinha.) 

His  younger  brother,  who  by  the  prowess  and  force  of  his  sole  arm,  as  a  lion, 
conquered  the  hosts  of  his  enemies,  mounted  on  elephants,  the  asylum  of  all  those 
who  sought  a  place  of  refuge,  conversant  with  all  the  various  principles  of  science, 
— a  celestial  all-yielding  tree  to  friends  and  dependants,  affording  to  all,  enjoyments 
according  to  their  several  wishes  and  tastes ;  a  great  follower  of  Bhavagata  (Vishnu) 
(was)  Sri  Mah&r&ja  Dhruva  Sena. 

His  younger  brother,  all  whose  sins  were  removed  by  prostrations  before  the  lotus- 
resembling  feet  of  his  (elder)  brother,  by  whose  virtuous  conduct,  as  by  a  pure  stream, 
the  crimes  of  the  KaU-yuga  were  washed  away ;  whose  fame  was  celebrated  by 
crowds  of  vanquished  enemies,  was  the  great  adorer  of  the  sun,  Sri  Mah&r&ja  Dha- 
rapattah. 

Whose  son  acquired  the  chief  of  virtues  by  adoration  of  his  father's  feet ;  whose 
sword  firom  his  infancy  was  his  sole  helper ;  who  distinguished  himself  as  the  touch- 
stone of  bravery ;  the  destroyer  of  multitudes  of  foes  resembling  intoxicated  elephants. 
The  bright  lustre  of  the  nails  of  whose  feet  were  reflected  by  the  splendour  of  the 
crowds  of  his  prostrate  enemies;  who  fulfilled  the  import  of  the  titie  'R&J&,'  by 
delighting  the  hearts  of  his  subject,  and  affording  them  protection,  (and  by  governing) 
as  commended  in  the  Smritis  (holy  books) ;  who  surpassed  Svara  (Cupid)  in  beauty, 
the  moon  in  splendour,  the  monarch  of  mountains  (Him&laya)  in  fixedness  of  purpose. 
In  depth  (of  thought  and  counsel)  the  ocean,  the  teacher  of  gods  in  wisdom,  the 
great  master  of  riches  (Euvera)  in  wealth ;  who  relinquished  as  straw,  the  fruits  of 
his  enterprises,  in  his  anxiety  to  remove  the  fears  of  those  who  sought  his  protection ; 
delighter  of  the  hearts  of  the  learned,  and  of  friends  and  dependants,  by  bestowing  riches 
fta  beyond  their  desires ;  who  enjoyed  all  the  gratifications  and  luxuries  of  the  various 
countries  in  the  world,  as  one  who  had  himself  travelled  through  them,  (was)  the 
great  worshipper  of  Mahesvara,  Sri  Mah&r&ja  Griha  Sena  [Guha  Sena  in  the 
original.] 

His  son,  for  ever  fortunate  by  the  rays  proceeding  from  the  diamond-like  nails  of 

1  This  evidently  refers  to  some  one  of  the  successors  of  Yikram&ditya  and  S61iv&- 
hana— he  Pramara  or  Powar  kings  of  Ujj&yinl  or  Kanauj. 


256  INSCKIPnON    on  the  art.  X.] 


his  fiitlier'B  feet;— ^  whose  riiu  are  washed  away  by  the  pare  water  of  the  Oangfc 
(Ganges) ;  whose  wealth  and  prosperity  are  participated  in  by  mnltttades  of  friends 
and  dependants : — in  whom  all  the  qualities  of  beauty  hare  taken  up  their  abode,  as 
if  by  the  desire  of  associating  with  the  beauties  of  his  form ;  who  has  astonished  all 
those  skilled  in  archery  by  his  wonderful  natural  skill,  improyed  as  it  is  by  superior 
and  constant  exercise ;  the  maintainer  of  all  pious  grants,  bestowed  by  the  will  of 
ancient  kings  -  he  that  remoyes  from  power  those  (eyil  ministers)  who  seek  the  ruin 
of  his  subjects : — ^a  unique  example  of  the  abode  of  wisdom  and  prosperity  in  one  and 
the  same  person,  whose  renown  is  alone  sufficient  to  destroy  the  power  of  his  foes, 
whose  royal  dignity  is  hereditary ;— great  worshipper  of  Mahesyara,  powerful  wielder 
of  the  battle-axe,  Sri  Mah&r&ja  Sridhara  Sena, — ^peremptorily  issues  these  his  man- 
dates! 

To  those  in  office,  and  those  unemployed ;  to  the  goyemors  of  towns ;  to  the  chieAi 
of  districts,  reyenue  officers,  forest  chiefia,  protectors  of  the  roads,  etc.,  etc.,  and  all 
officers  howsoeyer  employed : — 

Be  it  known  to  you !  that  for  the  increase  of  my  father's  and  mother's  holiness, 
for  my  own  salyation,  and  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  other  objects  of  my  heart's  desire 
in  this  and  in  the  next  world,  I  haye  granted  fifty  paces  of  land,  (situated)  at  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  yillage  of  Matsira,  and  sixty  paces  of  land  near  the  northern 
limit  of  Veraputri,  to  a  Lodrita  br&hman,  learned  in  the  Rig-Veda,  of  the  same  ^otra 
(family)  as  Kaina  and  others :  also  a  piece  of  land  of  fifty  paces,  on  the  western  side 
of  Prathapura,  and  eight  paces  near  Ishyara  Deya  Senak,  is  likewise  granted  to  a 
Rig-Veda  br&hman,  named  Deya  Sila,  of  the  same  ^otra  as  Triyalam  Bayana, 
etc.  (this  part  is  yery  unintelligible  in  the  original,)  this  land,  with  the  ham- 
lets and  other  things  thereunto  appertaining,  with  its  earth,  water,  wind,  sky, 
spirits,  grain,  and  gold,  is  (hereby)  giyen,  with  all  that  which  may  thereupon  be 
produced. 

All  the  ministers  of  state  must  ayoid  placing  their  hands  on  this,  as  they  would 
on  the  hole  of  a  serpent ;  for  the  constant  and  due  performance  of  the  fiye  great 
sacrifices  (naming  them),  I  haye  giyen  this;  for  as  long  as  the  moon,  sun,  seas, 
riyers,  and  this  world  shall  exist,  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  descendants,  sons,  grandsons, 
etc.  By  pouring  out  water,  (it  is)  giyen  up  as  a  br&hmanical  gift;  to  be  enjoyed  on 
the  terms  usual  with  such  grants ;  they  may  plough,  cause  to  be  ploughed,  or  giye  it 
away.    No  one  should  cause  any  hindrance  (to  this  grant). 

Future  pious  kings,  both  of  our  family,  and  others,  who  will  appreciate  the 
fruits  of  a  grant  of  land,  should  approye  and  maintain  this  my  gift.  (Here  the 
usual  quotations  from  the  Mah&-Bh&rata  are  introduced,  quoting  the  gift  by  king 
S&gara,  and  shewing  the  sin  of  destroying  such  a  grant  of  land). 

Written  by  the  minister  for  peace  and  war,  Skanda  Batta,  Samyat  9,  Vaish&kha- 
yadi  8 ;  I,  Mah&r&ja  Sridhara  Sena,  the  heroic,  my  pleasure !  my  hand ! ' 

List  op  Kings  op  the  Valabhi  o&  BalhXba  Dtnastt,  as  foxjnp 

IN   THE  Two   InSCRIPTIONB. 


144  or  190  A.p. 

1. 
2. 

Sen&pati  Bhatarka. 

Dhara  Sena. 

3. 
4. 

Mah&i&ja  Drona  Sinha. 
Dhruya  Sena.  I. 

5. 
6. 

Dharapattah. 
Guha  Sena. 
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7.» 

SHdhara  Sena  I.> 

8. 

SUIuSitya  I. 

9. 

Chara-griha  I.' 

10. 

Srfdhara  Sena  II. 

11. 

Dhruva  Sena  II. 

12. 

Sridhara  Sena  III. 

18. 

SU&ditja  II. 

At  this  part  of  the  oopper-plate,  the  writing  is  so  obliterated,  that  the  names  of 
two  or  three  princes  cannot  be  made  out. 

16.  Mah&r&ja  Charagriha  II. 
62i  A.D.  17.  Sil&ditja  III. 

559  A.D.  18.  Sil&ditya  (Musalli)  lY. 

The  first  two  princes  have  the  title  Sen&pati  alone.  All  those  sabseqnent  to  No. 
3,  Mah&rfija.  The  whole  had  the  title  of  Sri  Bhatarka,  and  the  deyice  on  their 
banner  was  the  Nandi,  or  sacred  boll  of  .Sira,  as  appears  from  the  seals  attached  to 
both  inscriptions. 

[As  further  illustrative  of  the  succession  of  the  Valabhi  family, 
and  to  a  certain  extent  as  corrective  of  the  above,  I  insert : — "] 
Db.  a.  BxjBirs'  £aiba  Takba-fatba  No.  1. 

When  we  ^  gaye  a  translation  of  No.  4  [p.  262],  of  the  Tamba-patras,  of  which  trans- 
cripts and  fac-similes  were  obtained  from  Dr.  Boms  of  Eaira,  we  were  not  aware  that 
one  of  the  same  description  had  prerionsly  been  communicated  by  Mr.  Wathen  [p.  252]. 
We  were  led  to  refer  to  that  article  by  finding,  in  the  oldest  of  Dr.  Bums'  grants, 
the  name  of  Siladitya,  and  other  princes  of  the  Valabhi  race  from  Senfrpati  Bhatarka 
downwards. 

Our  present  grant  confirms  the  order  of  the  reigns  given  by  Mr.  Wathen  from  his 
Tamba-patras,  and  affords  additional  dates,  and  circumstances  of  high  interest  to 
those  who  occupy  themselTes  with  such  studies.  Mr.  Wathen's  order  of  the  Valabhi 
or  Balh&ra  dynasty  is  as  follows : 

I  II  I  II 

1  1      Bhatarka  Senftpati.  8      4      Sil&ditya  I. 

2  Dhara  Sena.  9      5  Ghara  Griha,  or  Ishwara  Guha. 

3  Drona  Sinha.  10      6  Sridhara  Sena  II. 

4  Dhruya  Sena  I.  117  Dhrura  Sena  II. 

5  Dhara  Pattah.  12      8  Sridhara  Sena  III. 

6  2      Ouha  or  Griha  Sena.  9      Dhruya  Sena  III. 

7  3      Sridhara  Sena  I.  18  Sll&dityall. 

Of  these  r&jas,  the  four  foUowing  Bhatarka  are  omitted  in  the  present  grant,  it 
being  simply  stated  that  from  Bhatarka,  the  founder  of  the  family,  was  sprung  Guha 

^  These  seyen  are  from  the  first  inscription,  the  following  from  the  second 
inscription.      * 

'  A.D.  319.  In  his  reign,  the  Valabhi  sara  is  supposed  to  haye  commenced. 

3  [  The  editors  of  the  *  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.',  after  Prinsep's  departure  from  India.] 
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Sena  or  Griha  Sena,  (the  former  is  our  reading).  From  this  prinee,  howeTer,  we 
have  the  genealogy  complete,  and— with  the  simple  introdoction  of  Dhmya  Sena  III., 
our  ninth  in  order,  and  the  author  of  this  grant— the  series  corresponds  with  that  of 
Kr.  Wathen  in  eyery  particular.  The  genealogical  tree  which  our  present  grant 
enables  ns  to  frame  from  Guha  or  Griha  Sena  will  stand  as  follows : 

(1)  Bhatarka. 

(2)  Guha  or  Griha  Sena. 
(Gandharte-riUA.) 

(3)  Sridhara  Sena. 


(4)  Siltditya  ,  (5)  Ishwara  Guha, 

(ur.  KniiiAdltTft.)  (WfttbeB'i  '  Chara-grih*.') 


(9)  DhruTa  Sena  II.  | 


(orDhannAditya)  (6)  Sridhara  Sexui  II.      (7)  DhruTa  Sena  II. 

(8)  Sridhara  Sena  III. 

Now  the  first  thing  to  be  observed  is,  that  the  grant  translated  by  Wathen  pur- 
ports to  be  by  Sridhara  Sena :  that  which  we  now  present  is  by  Dhruya  Sena,  the  sixth 
in  Buocession  after  him ;  of  course,  therefore,  Wathen's  is  the  most  ancient ;  but  though 
there  were  six  successions  to  the  ^adi,  these  must  hare  been  of  less  than  the  ordinary 
duration,  for  the  minister  who  prepared  the  grant  in  Sridhari  Sena's  reign  was 
Skanda  Bhatta ;  whereas  the  minister  who  prepared  the  present  grant  is  named  as 
Madana  Hila,  son  of  Skanda  Bhatta ;  thirty  or  forty  years  will  therefore  be  the 
probable  interral  occupied  by  the  reigns  of  all  the  princes  named  as  haying  inter- 
yened  between  Sridhari  Sena  I.  and  Dhruya  Sena  III. 

Another  important  fact  results  from  the  date  of  our  present  grant,  which  is 
clearly  365  [?]  Samyat,  (which  must  be  the  Samyat  of  Yikram&ditya)  corresponding 
with  A.D.  309 :  but  Wathen  assigns  to  Sridhara  Sena,  Dhruya  Sena's  grandfather, 
the  date  a.d.  328  or  384  Samyat  He  has  been  led  to  this  conclusion  by  supposing 
the  words  which  he  reads  *  Samyat,'  with  the  figure  *  9,'  to  haye  reference  to  the 
Yalabhi  era,  ascertained  by  Tod  to  haye  commenced  in  a.d.  319.  But  there  is  no 
word  whatsoeyer  in  the  grant  to  warrant  a  reference  of  this  Samvat  to  that  sera,  and 
it  seems  much  more  natural  to  suppose  the  Samyat,  or  year,  to  be  either  the  Samvat 
of  Yikramfrditya  with  the  figures  effaced,  or  merely  to  have  reference  to  the  year  of 
Sridhara  Sena's  accession*  If  the  figure  which  follows  the  word  *  Samvat '  be  indeed 
a  9,  (it  is  not  very  plain)  [as  indicated  above,  the  ciphers,  in  the  original,  stand 
for  330,  and  not  for  9]  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  the  year  of  the  reign  of  that 
sovereign  being  indicated  thereby,  as  has  been  usual  with  many  r&jas,  and  as  was 
practised  even  by  R&ja  Kishen  Chand  of  Nudea  within  the  last  sixty  years.  Assu- 
ming therefore  thirty  years  for  the  interval  of  the  son's  succeeding  Skanda  Bhatta  as 
minister,  the  proper  date  of  Watheu's  Tamba-patra  will  be  279  j^.p.,  and  that  of 

»  Perhaps  Yikram&ditya,  but  the  *  Yi'  is  wanting  in  the  transcripts. 
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Sridhara  Scna*s  accession,  270  a.d.  The  date  upon  Dr.  Barna*  grant,  examined  from 
the  fi^-similes  taken  off  in  printing  ink,  is  so  clear  as  to  admit  of  no  douht  of  the 
figures,  or  its  being  the  Samvat  of  Yikram&ditya  that  is  referred  to.' 

The  translation  of  this  Tamba-patra  is  given  entire,  and  nearly  literally,  from  a 
transcript  made  by  Prinsop ;  the  pandit  Kamal&k&nta,  aided  by  the  Sanskrit  College 
student  S&rod&pros&d,  having  rendered  it  for  ns  into  English. 

The  character  of  the  original  exactly  corresponds  with  that  of  \Vathen*s  grant,  of 
which  a  fac-simile  has  been  already  published,  so  that  we  arc  saved  the  necessity  of 
having  a  separate  plate  prepared  to  exhibit  it. 

(Tbanslation). 

*  Glory.  From  Bhatarka, — the  best  of  rulers,  magnanimous  as  the  sun,  victorious, 
of  good  disposition,  who  obtained  his  power  by  the  excellence  of  his  intelligence,  by 
gratifying  and  elevating  his  friends  in  spirit,  and  by  obtaining  ail  men's  good 
opinion  through  donations  and  courtesy,  who  by  his  power  maintained  men  in 
respect ;  and,  through  the  fidelity  of  his  servants,  preserved  his  dominions  in  pros- 
perity, and  laid  his  enemies  prostrate, — sprung  Guha  Sena,  who  obtained  absolution 
from  sin  by  bowing  submissively  to  his  father's  feet,  and  who  was  called  Gandharba 
R&ja,  because  of  his  consideration  for  other  men,  as  shewn  by  his  regulation  of 
prices,  by  his  anxiety  to  protect  his  people  and  friends,  and  by  his  sacrificing  high 
state  interests  to  secure  the  safety  of  those  who  took  refuge  with  him  :  who  obtained 
popularity  by  giving  to  the  poor  more  than  they  asked.  None  excelled  him  in  the 
science  of  Gandharba.  Enriched  by  the  jewels  his  enemies  presented  in  tribute ;  of 
a  voice  pleasant  as  that  of  Cupid  and  the  moon ;  lenient  in  the  exaction  of  state 
dues ;  a  teacher  of  morals ;  in  all  observances  never  failing ;  great  and  powerful,  as 
manifested  by  the  motions  of  his  elephants  :  his  irisdom  and  sound  judgment  are 
appreciated  by  men  of  social  feelings.  The  son  of  Guha  Sena,  Sridhara  Sena,  like- 
wise absolved  himself  from  sin  by  submission  to  his  father,  as  if  he  had  washed  in 
the  Ganges'  water.  The  warriors  of  the  universe  were  astonished  at  his  strength 
and  skill,  and  by  his  power  he  secured  the  prosperity  of  his  kingdom.  Like  his 
ancestors,  he  was  a  protector  of  learned  and  eminent  persons,  and  a  subduer  of  evil- 
doers and  of  the  corrupters  of  virtue.  In  him  only  did  Lakshml  and  Saraswatl  (wealth 
and  knowledge)  nnite.  For  he  was  alike  a  subduer  of  l&khs  of  enemies,  and  abounding 
with  wealth,  and  the  possessor  of  all  acquired  endowments,  which  sought  refuge  with 
him  like  the  thousands  who  prostrated  themselves  before  him  for  their  livelihood. 

The  son  of  Sridhara  Sena,  Sri  Siladitya,  worshipped  likewise  his  father's  feet,  and 
prospered.  The  four  quarters  of  the  world  were  adorned  with  his  fame,  won  by 
merits,  all  delighting,  all  astonishing.  He  gave  courage  and  confidence  to  his  army, 
by  acquiring  for  it  the  lustre  of  a  reputation  founded  on  many  victories.  Though  posses- 
9ing  an  intellect  capable  of  understanding  and  arranging  the  good  and  bad  sciences,  and 
famed  in  the  world  for  his  intelligence,  yet  was  he  not  festidious ;  and  though  atten- 

^  Since  the  above  was  sent  to  press,  a  letter  has  reached  Calcutta  from  Mr. 
Wathen,  dated  Cape  of  Good  Hof>e,  16th  October,  1838,  which,  after  expressing 
great  interest  in  the  discoveries  made  from  the  Asoka  inscriptions,  con- 
cludes as  follows :  '  My  impression  was,  before  I  left  India,  that  I  mistook  the 
Samvat  in  the  Gujar&t  Inscriptions,  and  that  it  is  that  of  Vikram&ditya.'  This  singu- 
larly confirms  the  conclusion  we  had  come  to,  from  comparison  with  the  date  in  tLis 
No.  1.  grant  of  Dr.  Bums;  and  would  seem  to  show  that  the  year  of  the  grant  of 
Sridhara  Sena  translated  by  Wathen,  was,  in  his  opinion,  erased;  and  that  th« 
imperfect  figures  in  the  plate  are  not  to  be  read  as  9, 
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ttTO  to  the  wants  of  others,  stiU  always  eheerfal  and  contented.  He  waaan  example 
of  the  Satja-yuga  rijas  in  his  conduct,  and  enjoyed  happiness  without  any  sacrifioe 
of  virtue.    His  second  name  was  Kram&ditya,  (perhaps,  Yikram&ditya.) 

Sri  Siladitya  was  succeeded  as  r&ja  by  his  younger  brother  Ishwara  Guha 
(Wathen's  *  Chara  Griha'),  who  was  dutifiil  and  obedient,  and  therefore  loved  by  his 
elder  brother,  who  was  honorable  like  Upendra.  It  was  the  study  and  the  ddight  of 
Ishwara  Guha  to  obey  his  elder  brother's  commands,  and  to  make  his  own  power 
and  wealth  conducive  to  his  happiness.  His  footstool  was  bright  with  the  jewels 
taken  from  the  crowns  of  hostile  rijas  brought  to  subjection.  Tet  was  he  never 
reproachful  of  others.  Those  who  opposed  him  in  their  pride  were  reduced  to 
helplessness.  The  vices  of  the  Kali-yuga  were  forgotten  through  his  virtues  and 
talents.  His  magnanimity  made  him  tender  of  the  faults  of  others,  and  his  heroism 
was  apparent  to  all,  so  that  the  Lakshmi  of  the  sovereigns  he  subdued  and  destroyed 
with  the  weapons  of  his  wrath,  took  him  by  the  hand.  Great  was  his  wealth,  and 
unity  characterised  none  of  his  qualities  or  attributes. 

The  son  of  Ishwara  Guha  was  Sridhara  Sena,  who  overcame  and  silenced  all  the 
learned  men  of  his  age.  He  had  the  conviction  of  his  foes'  mortification  and  envy, 
because  of  his  own  power,  wealth,  generosity,  and  magnanimity.  With  the  gravity 
of  deep  learning,  acquired  by  mastery  of  the  sixty-four  Yidyas,  and  by  acquaintance 
with  the  manners  of  many  nations,  he  united  cheerfulness  and  mildness,  and  by 
nature  he  was  gifted  with  humility.  By  the  power  of  his  bow  he  subdued  the  pride 
of  his  enemies — laa  bow  victorious  in  many  battles.  The  r&jas  overcome  by  his  skill 
in  weapons,  delighted  in  their  subjection  to  him.  Dhruva  Sena,  the  younger  brother 
of  Sridhara  Sena,  was  obedient  to  him  and  prospered  in  wealth  and  honor,  and 
rivalled  the  kinf^  of  antiquity  in  his  conduct :  many  aifairs  of  great  difficulty  were 
completed  by  him,  and  the  friends  he  trusted  and  employed  on  great  occasions,  were 
enriched  by  him.  He  was  a  sanctified  hero,  devoting  himself  to  human  actions ;  such 
was  his  attention  to  the  minutest  studies.  Like  Swayambhu  (Menu)  he  was  endowed 
with  all  attributes— patient  in  learning  every  branch  of  the  sixty-four  Yidyas.  The 
resource  of  all  for  counsel— beautiful  as  the  spotiess  moon,  and  resplendent  in  power 
as  the  ever-rising  sun,  darkness  was  dispelled  from  around  him.  He  was  versed  in 
the  arts  of  peace  and  war^— a  deviser  of  schemes  adapted  to  all  purposes  and  occasions, 
having  been  taught  by  the  learned  the  two  great  aims— to  do  good  to  the  world  and 
to  promote  the  exaltation  of  his  kingdom.  Though  powerful,  he  was  oompassionate 
and  learned,  and  avoided  sin,  and  was  firm  in  friendship  with  those  who  submitted, 
but  prompt  to  repress  his  enemies  before  their  prosperity  gained  head,  thereby 
establishing  over  all  people  the  ascendancy  of  a  superior  mind. 

The  second  son  of  Dhruva  Sena  was  Sridhara  Sena,  very  learned,  a  king  of  kings, 
excelling  in  wealth ;  whose  forehead,  worn  and  reddened  by  the  frequency  of  his 
obeisance  to  his  father's  lily  fieet,  looked  as  if  adorned  with  the  crescent  of  the  young 
moon.  His  ears  were  ornamented  with  pearls  like  moons,  and  his  body  was  cleansed 
with  ablution  from  the  waters  of  munificence,  according  to  the  precepts  of  the  Yedas 
which  he  never  forgot.  He  gave  delight  to  all,  as  a  water-lily  spreads  its  firagrance, 
by  abstaining  firom  the  resumption  of  grants  His  bow  was  drawn  for  the  good  of 
the  universe,  and  he  excelled  in  archery.  The  leaders  of  his  enemies'  armies,  imme- 
diately on  his  mounting  his  war  elephants,  yielded  submission  to  his  orders. 

The  beautiful  kingdom  of  Yalabhadra  next  came  to  Dhruva  Sena,  son  of  Siladitya, 
who  was  brother  of  Sridhara's  grandfather,  as  a  prize-wreath  conferred  by  public 
opinion ;  and  was  to  him  an  ensign  of  fame.  He  was  master  of  many  armies, 
beautiful  in  person,  sincere  and  young,  and  with  his  hair  resplendent  with  gems. 
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castiiig  radiance  oyer  his  comiien,  like  the  flower  manddra.  His  fSune,  bright  as 
the  full  moon,  delighted  the  hearts  of  all,  and  his  lily  feet  were  placed  on  white 
marble.  He  promoted  the  fortunes  of  his  friends,  was  sincere  in  heart  and  good  to 
all.  His  iace  was  like  the  autumn  moon,  and  his  hair  like  the  streaks  in  an  emerald. 
His  enemies  were  humbled,  and  the  kings  opposed  to  him  found  their  territory 
inraded,  and  were  indebted  to  his  bounty  for  the  moderation  of  the  tribute  he  de- 
manded ;  by  the  fragrance  of  his  breath  the  air  which  others  breathe  was  perfumed ; 
from  his  ears  precious  stones  of  Tarious  colours  were  pendant,  like  jewelled  ornaments 
upon  the  yolumes  of  sacred  learning.  On  his  breast  he  wore  a  jewel,  like  the 
sprouting  shoot  of  his  youth  watered  by  the  sanctity  of  his  munificent  donations. 
His  elder  brother  was  Ishwara  Guha,  whose  person  was  embraced  by  T.akshmi  for 
the  promotion  of  his  good  fortune,  who  excelled  all  r&jas  in  conduct  and  infieune,  who 
with  the  wand  of  his  power  destroyed  the  serpent  of  his  enemies*  pride,  and  gained 
OTcr  the  Lakshml  of  other  kings  who  admired  him,  who  restrained  crime,  and  adorned 
the  earth  with  the  lofty  ensigns  of  his  power,  and  settled  the  customs  of  the  four 
great  castes.  His  lily  feet  were  adorned  with  the  crown  jewels  of  prostrate  chiefs, 
subdued  by  lore  rather  than  by  force.  A  refuge  to  all  in  battle,  braye,  and  in  all 
things  Tirtuous,  performing  all  the  duties  of  royalty,  and  amongst  them  the  liberal 
distribution  of  gifts  to  brfihmans  and  to  the  temples  of  the  gods,  from  the  wealth 
in  his  possession,  which  is  to  them  a  source  of  great  delight.  The  earth  was  en- 
lightened with  the  fame  he  gained  by  his  munificence  to  gods  and  br&hmans  of 
the  Ealinga  families,  who  were  deprived  of  their  Dharma-dhwaja  (*  fiag  of  yirtue*), 
which  was  white  as  pure  pearls,  and  the  people  of  the  three  regions  shed  tears  of  joy.  The 
other  name  of  Bhruya  Sena  was  Dharm&ditya,  a  name  giyen  to  him  only  for  his  yirtue. 

The  said  prince  ^  (Dhruya  Sena)  inheritor  of  his  father's  fortunes,  whose  dalliance 
is  with  fiune  as  with  a  wife,  and  whose  crown  jewel  is  like  the  crest  of  a  peaoock,  who 
adorns  the  royal  Lakshmi  as  a  lion  adorns  the  forest  on  the  mountain  side,  and  scatters 
his  enemies  as  the  rainy  season  disohes  clay ;  whose  friends'  countenances  expand  for 
joy  like  water-lilies,  while  the  flags  of  his  enemies  are  dispersed  like  clouds ;  power- 
ful, diligent,  of  spirit  like  the  rising  sun,  the  destroyer  of  his  enemies,  son  of 
Siladitya,  the  elder  brother  of  Ishwara  Guha,  who  enlightens  the  earth  with  his  fame 
like  a  moonbeam,  and  who,  smearing  his  body  with  sandal- wood  dust,  is  beautiful 
like  the  Yindhya  cloud-capped  mountain,  proclaims  to  all :  Be  it  known  to  all  of  yoa» 
that  for  his  father's  and  mother's  virtue's  sake,  he,  the  said  son  of  Siladitya,  has 
presented  to  the  br&hman  Ladhulla,  son  of  the  brCdunan  S&nda,  a  religious  student, 
venerable,  acquainted  with  the  four  Yedas,  who  lives  in  the  villages  situated  near  the 
hill  fountains,  the  fertile  field  called  *  Yarunam  Bilika  Yakkara  Ead&raka,'  situated 
near  another  field,  and  on  the  road,  southwest  of  the  village  named  Dya  PaJli,  having 
had  the  same  measured  by  Hipidaka  with  a  measuring  rope.  The  field  is  divided 
into  six  portions.  (Here  follows  a  minute  description  of  the  boundaries,  which  need 
not  be  given.) 

The  above  land,  with  its  tanks  and  hillocks,  being  of  the  measure  of  half  a  kshetra, 
is  to  be  enjoyed  in  full  property  as  a  perpetual  inheritance  by  the  said  Ladhulla,  his 
sons  and  posterity  for  ever,  so  long  as  the  sun,  the  moon,  the  earth,  the  rivers,  and 
the  mountains  shall  endure.  It  is  productive  land  and  capable  of  rearing  valuable  grain. 

Let  not  the  hands  of  the  king's  servants  touch  it,  nor  let  any  one  claim  it  on  the 

^  The  word  for  ^prince'  in  the  original  is  sa«7<itftVya,  which  I  am  assured  is  a 
legitimate  patronymic  from  Siladitya.  It  is  evident  that  bhruva,  the  son  of  Siladitya, 
is  meant,  from  the  closing  sentence  of  the  grant. 
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part  of  the  gods  and  briibmans  by  wbom  it  was  heretofore  possessed.  To  give 
land,  (Here  follows  the  usual  quotation  in  faror  of  donors,  and  in  execration  of 
resumers  of  grants.) 

This  grant  is  executed  bj  order  of  Dhruya  Sena,  son  of  the  king  Siladitya,  bj 
his  faithixd  servant  for  peace  or  war,  keeper  of  his  treasury,  Madana  Hila,  son  of 
Skanda  Bhatta,  in  the  year  Samrat  365  i(»a.d.  309)  on  the  first  day  of  the  light  half 
of  the  month  of  Yais&kh.' 

(On  the  seal,  Sri  Bhatarka  under  a  bull,  as  in  TVathen's  grant.) 

[  To  complete  the  records  from  Western  India,  I  introduce 

the  notice  of  Dr.  Bums'  Tamba-Patra,  No.  4,  put  forth,  like  the 

last  extract,  by  the  editors  of  the  '  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.', — ^who,  for 

the  time  being,  conducted  that  publication  immediately  after  James 

Prinsep's  return  to  England ; — though  I  must  fairly  warn  my 

readers  that  the  dates  of  all  these  documents  require  accurate 

re-examination  and  revision^  and  that  the  geographical  questions 

involved  demand,  even  in  a  greater  degree,  an  exact  and  formal 

definition.] 

Db.  BunNs'  Eaula  Tamba-patka  No.  4. 

The  next  abstract  translation  is  of  a  very  old  copper  grant — made  by  a  r&ja,  of  the 
Gajjara  race,  named  Prasanga-r&ja,  grandson  of  Samanta  Datta — and  which  bears  the 
date  of  the  full  moon  of  K&rtik,  in  the  Samvat  year  380»a.d.  323.  The  seal  of 
copper  has  the  grandfather's  name. 

This  very  ancient  and  curious  grant  is  one  of  sercral  oonimunicated  by  Dr.  A. 
Bums  from  Kaira  in  Gujar&t.  Dr.  Bums  giyes  the  following  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Tamba-patras  were  found.  '  The  plates,  of  which  I  enclose  a  copy,'  (ha 
subsequently  sent  also  fac-similes)  *  were  found  in  the  town  of  Eaira,  about  ten 
years  ago.  The  river  Watrua  runs  close  to  the  walls  on  the  north-west  side,  and 
was  the  cause  of  the  discorery,  by  washing  do?m  the  walls  and  earth.  They  had  been 
hunded  about  the  country  among  the  natives  for  translation,  it  being  supposed  they 
were  connected  with  some  deposit  of  treasure.  At  last  they  were  brought  to  me  by  a 
fakir,  of  whom  I  purchased  them.'  Dr.  Bums  has  sent  transcripts  and  facsimiles  of 
four  plates,  all  of  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century.  That  we  now  give  is  No. 
4,3  and  not  the  most  ancient;  but  it  was  first  decyphercd  by  Prinsep,  and  transcribed 
by  him  in  Deyan&gari.  The  original  is  in  the  character  of  the  fourth  line  of  the 
alphabet  [plate  xzzi.]  corresponding  with  that  ascertained,  from  inscriptions  and 
coins,  to  have  been  in  use  in  Gujar&t  at  the  period  of  the  date  of  these  grants.  Their 
antiquity  is  thus  assured ;  but  part  of  the  singularity  of  this  particular  one  consists  in 

1  [  The  Editors  of  the  *  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.'  have  so  jumbled  the  numbers  of,  and 
references  to,  these  Sanads,  and  so  boldly  assi^ed  yalues  to  ciphen  that  Ftinsep 
himself  hesitated  to  do  more  than  guess  at,  that  it  is  difficult  to  iaentify  which  set  of 
figures  they  design  to  render  as  365.] 

'^  [  The  copper-plate,  dated  380,  of  this  series,  is  giren  in  Prinsen^s  plate  xx., 
Tol.  Yii.,  *  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.* ;  as  No.  2  of  Dr.  Bums  contributions.] 
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the  style  of  the  eulogium  of  the  r&ja  (and  his  ancestors)  who  made  the  grant,  every 
word  of  which  has  a  double  meaning.  The  grant  is  in  Sanskrit  prose — upon  the 
model  of  the  Eadamyari  by  Bana  Bhatta— and  has  been  explained  and  commented 
upon  at  length  by  the  pandit  Kamal&k&nta,  who  regards  it  as  a  wonderful  composi- 
tion. It  is  impossible  to  give  this  explanation  in  these  pages,  for  the  eulogistic  part 
of  the  grant,  being  in  this  double-meaning  style,  cannot  be  translated^  the  English 
language  not  admitting  of  the  same  amphibologies. 

The  play  upon  words  commences  from  the  first  sentence,  which,  plainly  translated^ 
implies,  *  There  was  a  person  named  Samanta  Datta,  born  with  fortunate  auspices  in 
the  royal  race  of  Gajjara; '  but  these  words  admit  also  of  the  translation :  '  There  was  a 
boundless  ocean  named  Gajjara,'  and  this  original  double  meaning  has  led  to  the  use 
of  epithets  and  qualities  for  the  r&ja,  which  will  hold  equally,  with  different  mean- 
ings, as  applicable  to  the  Gajjara  ocean.  After  wearing  out  the  'ocean'  amphibology; 
serpents,  elephants,  and  women  are  pressed  into  the  serrice  by  the  ingenious 
couTcyancer  who  drew  this  deed ;  and  it  is  a  pity  that  such  a  happy  device  for  mul- 
tiplying mystifying  words  cannot  be  more  fully  explained  for  the  benefit  of  the 
practitioners  in  Chancery-lane,  who  might  find  their  advantage  in  imitating  it. 

Our  business,  however,  is  with  the  matter  of  the  grant,  and  the  historical  &cts 
deducible  from  this  very  ancient  record.  Dismissing,  therefore,  the  prefatory 
eulogy  to  Samanta  Datta  of  the  Gajjara  line,,  who  will  be  admitted  ta  be  a  r&ja 
without  such  proof,  the  grant  proceeds  :— 

<HiB  son  was  Yijaya  Bhatta,  whose  other  name  was  Yita^r&ja,  who  was  beautiful 
like  burnt  gold,'  etc. 

Then  follow  his  praises  in  the  same  florid  amphibologistical  style :  the  close  is  peculiar : 

*  His  personal  beauty  prevented  not  the  maturity  of  his  good  dispositions,  nor 
his  youth  the  practice  of  strict  morality,  nor  his  wealth  its  generous  distribution, 
nor  his  triwarga  {i.e.  his  enjoyment  of  love,  morality,  and  wealth),  the  practice  of 
austere  devotion ;  his  exercise  of  sovereignty  prevented  not  his  delighting  to  show 
mercy ;  nor  his  living  in  the  Eali-yug  the  possession  of  all  virtue.' 

We  now  eome  to  another  historical  fact: — 

'  His  prosperous  son  named  Prasanga-rftja  Datta,  who  covered  the  airy 
sphere  with  the  canopy  of  his  fame,  like  water-lilies  blown  to  fulness  by  the 
beams  of  the  fkill  moon,'  etc.,  '  and  who  proved  his  possession  of  winning 
grace  by  bringing  angry  women  to  love  him  through  the  force  of  his  bowing 
and  sweet  words,'  etc.,  'announces  to  all  possessors  of  estates  in  their  own^ 
right,  and  to  all  managers  of  the  royal  lands,  and  to  the  village  proprietors — Be  it 
known  to  all  of  you,'  (a  conveyancer  of  the  present  day  would  write  '-Now  know  ye,') 
'that  we  (the  said  r&ja,  Frasanga-r&ja  Datta)  in  the  full  moon  of  K&rtik,  out  of 
respect  for  those  who  are  versed  in  the  four  Yedas,  and  consecrated  with  (holy) 
water,  have  presented  to'  (A.  B.  the  names  are  not  legible)  'inhabitants  of  Girisha« 
padraka  in  the  district  of  Angkureswara,  and  to  B.  C,  the  village  named  Sirisha- 
padrakanlash,  for  worship  of  the  fi?e  Jagnas,  Bali,  Cham,  Baiswadeva,  and  Agnihotra, 
and  for  increase  of  the  virtue  and  &me  of  our  father,  our  mother,  and  ourself ;  that 
the  said  village,  with  all  the  rich  produce  it  affords,  may  be  enjoyed  by  the  said 
grantees,  their  sons,  grandsons,  and  posterity,  as  long  as  the  sun  and  moon,  and  th« 
ocean  and  the  earth,  shall  endure. 
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After  thifl,  let  fiitnre  r&jas  of  our  noe,  or  of  anj  other  race  that  may  desire  to 
seeure  to  thexneelyes  the  eternal  fame,  beautiful  as  the  moon-beam,  which  attaches  to 
donors  of  lands,  reflect  that  life  and  wealth  are  fickle  as  wayes  of  the  sea  urged  by  a 
strong  wind ;  while  fiame,  earned  by  good  deeds,  u  durable  without  limit ;  and  so  let 
them  respect  this  grant,  and  confirm  the  grantees  in  possession.  lie  only,  whose 
mind  is  blackened  by  the  darkness  of  ignorance,  will  resume  it,  or  be  pleased  at  seeing 
others  molest  its  possessors — ^reckless  of  the  guilt  of  the  fiye  deadly  sins,  and  of  other 
heinous  crimes,  as  described  at  length  in  the  Veda-Vyftsa. 

He  who  grants  lands,  liyes  60,000  years  in  heayen ;  but  he  who  confiscates  or 
resumes,  or  allows  othen  to  do  so,  is  doomed  to  hell  for  a  like  period. 

The  resumers  of  grants  become  as  black  serpents  that  dwell  in  holes  in  the 
Vindhya  forest.  The  earth  has  been  enjoyed  by  many  kings,  as  the  S&gara-r&ja  and 
others,  and  each  in  his  turn  has  ruled,  as  a  despot,  lord  of  all.  But  what  generous 
man  wiU  take  again  the  grants  made  by  r&jas  who  haye  gone  before  him,  and  whose 
gifts  are  like  wreaths  of  flowers  once  used,  spreading  the  fragrance  of  a  good  name, 
and  of  the  reputation  for  wealth  and  yirtue  P 

By  the  order  of  the  r&ja's  own  mouth  this  grant  has  been  written  by  Bewa,  a 
seryant  well  tried  in  peace  and  in  war,  in  the  fiill  moon  of  K&rtik  of  the  Samyat  year 
(ofyikram&ditya)880.' 

[In  contmuation  of  the  extracts  illustrative  of  the  Ghipta 
domination,  I  have  epitomized  firom  Huen  Thsang's  *  Travels,' ' 
all  such  notices  as  I  have  been  able  to  discover,  that  in  any  way 
seem  calculated  to  throw  light  upon  the  contemporary  history  and 
monarchical  divisions  of  India  proper  at  the  period  of  his 
visit  (inter  a.d.  629 — 646).  These  passages  are  inserted  in  this 
place  as  affording,  in  their  own  tenor,  negative  evidence  against 
the  recent  date  of  the  Ghiptas,  any  mention  of,  or  allusion  to> 
whom  is  therein  omitted. 

The  opening  excerpt  is  given,  in  order  to  keep  together 
all  that  concerns  this  section  of  the  country  contributed 
by  our  author ;  and  likewise  as  an  ipso  facto  refutation  of  an 
inference — ^upon  which  much  stress  has  been  laid  by  the  author 
of  the  *  Bhilsa  Topes,*  • — ^to  the  effect  that  the  passage  in  question 
had  reference  to  the  later  members  of  the  Ghipta  family. 

1  The  correspondence  of  the  terms  in  which  this  grant  closes  with  the  latter  part 
of  the  grant  obtained  b]^  Mr.  R.  Jenkins  in  Chattisgarh,  as  giyen  in  yol.  xy.  ofthe 
<  Asiatic  Besearches,'  will  not  fail  to  strike  the  reader.  The  character  of  that  grant 
seems  to  be  of  higher  antiquity  than  was  then  assigned  to  it  by  Wilson. 

>  [Stanislas  Julien,  '  Histoire  de  la  yie  de  Hiouen-Thsang  et  ses,  Yoysires  dans 
I'Inde,  depuis  Tan  629iuBqu'en  646: '  Paris,  1863.1 

'  [  "  Lastly,  Huen  Thsang  names  fiye  princes  of  Mafadha,  who  flourished  preyious 
to  the  conquest  of  the  country  by  Siladitya,  in  the  followinfl;  order : — ^Lagraditya, 
Buddha  Gupta,  Takta  Gupta,  Baladitya,  Yajra.'  Major  Gunmngham  then  proceeds 
to  tack  on  tnis  list  of  princes  to  an  imaginary  secoitd  Skanda  Gupta,  arranging  his 
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Appended,  as  in  the  case  of  tlie  inscriptions,  will  be  found 
whatever  information  is  afforded  by  Huen  Thsang  regarding 
the  annals  of  the  Valabhis — a  race  we  shall  discover  to  have 
been  intimately  connected  by  community  of  insignia,  and  asso- 
ciated by  other  minor  coincidences  with  the  dynasty  to  which 
this  note  is  especially  devoted. 

"  Apr^  le  NiiT&na  du  Buddha,  on  ancien  roi  de  ce  royaume,  nomm^  Cho-kia-lo- 
'o-t4e-to  (Cakrdditya),  rempli  de  respect  et  d'amour  poor  le  Bouddha,  constniiat  k 
868  frais  ce  kia-lau  (SamghHr&ma).^ 

Ce  roi  6taiit  mort,  eut  poor  snccessenr  son  fils,  Fo-to-Vio-to  (Bouddhagoupta), 
qui,  apr^  avoir  pris  les  renes  de  ce  grand  royaume,  construisit  plus  loin,  an  sud,  un 
autre  Kia-lan. 

Un  peu  plus  loin  k  I'est,  son  fils,  le  roi  Ta-t'a-kie-to  (Tathligata),  b&tit  un  autre 
couvent. 

Plus  loin  au  nord-est,  son  fils,  Po-lo'ot'ie-to  (B&l&ditya)  bdtit  un  autre  couyent. 

Dans  la  suite,  yoyant  qu'un  saint  religleux  yenait  de  la  Chine,  et  sedirigeaityers 
lui  pour  receyoir  de  see  mains  les  proyisions  n^oessaires,  il  fut  transports  de  joie, 
quitta  son  trdne  et  embrassa  la  yie  religieuse. 

11  eut  pour  sucoesseur  son  fils,  Fa-che-lo  (Yadjra),  qui,  plus  loin  au  nord,  con- 
struisit un  autre  couyent. 

Quelque  temps  apr^  un  roi  de  I'lnde  centrale  b&tit,  k  c6t6,  un  autre  couyent. 

De  cette  mani^re,  six  rois,  qui  mont^rent  suocessiyement  sur  le  trdne,  se  liyr^rent 
chacun  k  de  pieuses  constructions.  Le  dernier  de  ces  rois  entoura  tons  ces  couyents 
d'une  enceinte  de  murs  en  briques  et  les  rSunit  en  un  seul  (pp.  149, 150).  .  . 
....  Dans  le  s6jour  de  tons  ces  bommes  yertueux,  rSgnaient  naturellement  des 
habitudes  grayes  et  s^ydres ;  aussi,  depuis  sept  cents  ans  que  ce  couyent  existe,  nul 
homme  n'a  jamais  enfreint  les  regies  de  la  discipline."  (p.  152.) 

The  narrative  subsequently  goes  on  to  say,  in  reference  to 
contemporary  history: — 

Huen  Thsang  '*  arriya  au  royaume  de  Sanyft-koubdja,  qui  a  quatrc  miUe  It  de 
tour.  A  I'ouest,  la  capitale  est  yoisine  du  fleuye  Gange ;  elle  est  longue  de  yingt  It 
et  large  de  cinq  ou  six  /t  .  .  .  Le  roi  est  de  la  caste  des  Vfiiqyas.  Son  nom  est 
Harcha-yarddhana ;  son  p^re  s'appelle  Prabh&-kara-yarddhana ;  le  nom  de  son 
fr^re  ain^  est  Bl^ja-yarddhana.  Harcha-yarddhana  se  distingua  sur  le  trdne  par  son 
humanity  ...  ^A  cette  6poque  Ca^4nka,  roi  de  Ear^a-souyar^a,  dans  Tlnde 
orientale,  le  hausait  k  cause  de  ses  talents  militaires,  qui  faisaient  le  malheur  de  sea 
yoisins.     II  lui  tendit  des  embiiches,  et  le  tua.    Un  de  ses  gninds  ministres,  nomm6 

chronology  as  follows :— *  The  chronology  of  the  Guptas,  as  deriyed  from  all  sources, 
will  then  stand  thus.  I.  Gupta  a.o.  0,  a.d.  819.  lI.  Ghatot  Eacha,  a.o.,  21,  a.d. 
340.  III.  Chandra  Gupta  Ist,  a.o.  41,  a.d.  360.  IV.  Samudra  Gupta,  Fardkramay 
A.o.  61,  A.D.  380.  y.  Chandra  Gupta  2nd,  Vikrarndditya^  a.o.,  81,  a.d.  400.  YI. 
Eum&ra  Gupta,  JfaA^ifra,  A.O.  111,  a.d.  430.  YII.  Skanda  Gupta,  Xramaditya, 
A.O.  121,  A.D.  440.  YIII.  Skanda  Gupta,  Lagriiditya  or  Lokadityaj  a.o.  133,  a.d. 
452.  lA.  Buddha  Gupta,  a.o.  161,  a.d.  480.  X.  Takta  Gupta,  a.o.  191,  a.d.  510. 
XI.  Nara  Gupta,  Baladitya^  a.o.  221,  a.d.  540.  XII.  Vajra  a.o.  251,  a.d.  570. 
Conquest  of  SUaditya,  A.a.  281,  a.d.  600."~i}AtZta  Tl^Mt:  page  141.] 
1  [NeOanda  Yihara,  in  Magadha.] 
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Bhftpi,  et  1m  magifltnts  places  boub  aes  ordresy  g^mirent  de  Toir  le  peuple  saoB  rot 
S'^tant  concert^  ensemble,  ils  pla^drent  sor  le  trdne  son  firdre  cadet  ^iliiditya.  Le 
roi,  dirent-ilfl,  est  dou6  d'une  belle  fignre  et  d'une  taille  imponnte,  et  ses  talents 
militaires  ne  connaissent  point  de  bomes.  .  .  Bientdt  il  pourra  larer  les  injures  de 
son  fr^re  aln6,  et  se  rendre  maitre  de  Tlnde  enti^re  .  .  .  Sur  ces  entre&ites,  le 
prince  fit  cesser  les  armements  et  serrer,  dans  Tarsenal,  les  ^p6es  et  les  lances,  puis  il 
s*appliqua  ayec  zMe  aux  actes  qui  produisent  le  bonheur."     (pp.  Ill,  112.) 

SpeaMng  of  the  grand  assemblage  at  Pray&g  (Allah&b&d), 
Huen-Thsang  relates : — 

**  Les  rois  des  dix-buit  rojsames  >  partircnt  auasi  k  la  suite  du  roi  CililditTa.  .  . 
Le  roi  pil&ditya  6tablit  sa  tente  sur  le  riyage  nord  du  Gange ;  le  roi  de  Tlnde  m^ri- 
dionale,  Dbrouvapaton,  6tablit  la  sienne  k  Touest  du  confluent  des  deux  fleures.  Le 
roi  Eoum&ra  '  fit  placer  sa  tente  au  sud  de  la  riyi^re  Tamouna.  .  .  .  .  Le  lendemain 
matin,  les  corps  d'  arm6e  du  roi  Qililditya  et  du  roi  Koum&ra,  mont^  sur  des  yaisseaux; 
et  celui  du  roi  Dbrouyapatou,  mont^  sur  des  ^l^phanti,  se  dispos^rent,"  etc. 

The  oeFemonies  gone  through  on  the  occasion  are  interesting 
in  the  religious  aspect : — 

<  Le  premier  jour,  ...  on  installa  la  statue  du  Bouddba  .  .  .  Le  second  jour,  on  j 
pla^a  la  statue  du  Dieu-soleil  (Aiitya).  .  .  Le  troisi^me  jour,  on  y  pla^a  la  statue 
du  Dieu  supreme  (f^ara)  *  ...  La  cinqui^me  fois,  on  fit  des  distributions  aux 
Br&hmanes ;  elles  dur^rent  yingt  jours.'  ^ 

At  p.  212,  one  of  the  predecessors  of  Sil&ditya  in  Magadha 
is  indicated  as  bearing  the  name  of  PoArnayarma ;  and 
after  some  ftirther  irrelevant  matter,  we  are  informed :'  A  la  fin 
de  la  p^riode  Tong-hoei  (650),  le  roi  Cilftditya  mourut/  There 
are  numerous  incidental  observations  scattered  through  Huen 
Thsang's  journal,  beyond  those  quoted  at  large,  which  indicate 
pretty  decisively  that  Sil&ditya  was  in  effect  the  paramount 
sovereign  of  India  in  his  day.  Among  these  may  be  cited  his 
possessing  himself  of  the  relic  so  highly  prized  and  regarded 
by  the  people  of  Kashmir,  in  defiance  of  their  craft  in  concealing 
it,  and,  we  must  suppose,  in  direct  opposition  to  the  wish  of  the 
king/    TTift  exclusive  use  of  the  Imperial  kettle-drums  *  equally 

^  [Elao'v^ltere  mentioned  as  '  dix-buit  rois  de  Tlndo  centrale.'  (p.  242.)  ] 

*  [Designated  at  p.  233  as  'roi  de  Tlnde  orientale.' 

>  [To  snew  furtber  bow  little  of  exclusiye  Buddbists  tbese  kings  were,  it  may  be 
noted  tbat  Sil&ditja,  on  a  state  occasion,  appears  *bous  le  costume  d'Indra;  le 
roi  Koumftra  .  .  sous  le  costume  de  Brabmft.'  (p  243.)  1 

~At  p.  78  we  are  told  of  a  Br&bman  custodian  of  tne  bones  of  Buddba.] 


*  [Atp.  78  wei 

•  [p.  261.J 
«  ['Ilsefaisait 


t  pr6c£der  de  cent  tambours  de  m^tal  sur  Ie8(]uel8  on  frappait  un 
eoup  i  cbaque  pas  ...  Le  roi  (Jil&ditya  jouissait  senl  de  oe  priyil^ge,  et  ne  permet* 
tait  pas  aux  autres  rois  de  rimiter.'  (p.  228).] 
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points  out  his  exalted  position :  and  finally,  the  passports '  he 
issues  for  the  Chinese  pilgrims'  retum-joumey  testify  the  esti- 
mation in  which  he  must  have  been  held  by  the  neighbouring 
sovereigns. 

At  p.  202,  mention  is  made  of  the  country  of  Mah&r&shtra, 
whose  king  is  stated  to  be  of  the  Kshatriya  caste/  and  whose 
troops  were  celebrated  for  their  valour  and  equipment.  The 
journal  then  proceeds  to  add : — 

'Le  roi  Cil^ditya  se  yantait  de  sa  ncience  militaire,  de  la  renomm^e  do  ses 
g^n^ranx,  et  il  marchait  lui-mSme  k  la  t^te  de  ses  troupes ;  mais  il  ne  put  jamais  les 
dompter  ni  les  temr  en  respect.  Les  hommes  de  ce  royaume  sont  les  seuls  qui  n'aient 
point  pli6  sous  ses  lois.  Qnoiqu'il  se  soit  mis  k  la  tete  de  toutes  les  troupes  des  cinq 
Indes,  et  ait  appel6  sous  ses  drapeaux  les  plus  braves  g6i6raux  de  tons  les  6tats,  qu'il 
m^ne  lui-m^me  au  combat,  il  n'a  pas  encore  r^ussi  a  triompber  de  lour  resistance.' 
p.  416. 

Leaving  Mah&rdshtra,  Huen  Thsang  is  described  as 
'  Se  dirigeant  au  nord-est,  il  fit  enyiron  miUe  It,  passa  la  rividre  Nai-mo-t'o 
(la  Narmmada)  et  arriya  au  royaume  de  Po-tou  kie-tcben-p'o  (Baroukatcb'gya — 
Barocbe.)    De  \h,  marcbant  encore  au  nord-ouest,  il  fit  deux  mille  It  et  arriya  an 

royaume  de  Mo-la-p'o  (Mfilya) Suivant  la  tradition,  le  tr6ne  ^tait  occup^, 

11  y  a  soixante  ans,  par  un  roi  nomm6  Eiai-ji  (fUaditya,) '  .  .  .  .  pendant  les  cin- 
quante  ans  qu'il  resta  sur  le  trdne,  etc.  .  .  .  Be  1^  il  fit  de  deux  miUe  quatre  cents  k 
deux  mille  cinq  cents  U  au  nord-ouest,  et  arriya  au  royaume  de  0-tcb'a-li  (Atali  ?)  .  . 
...  De  U,  il  fit  encore  trois  cents  It  au  nord-ouest,  et  arriya  au  royaume  de  Kitcb'a 
(Ki^).  (Ce  pays  est  soumis  au  royaume  de  M&lya :  Siynki  xi.  16.)  De  1^  il  fit 
miUe  It  au  nord,  et  arriya  au  royaume  de  Fa-la-pi  (Vallabbi) :  la  capitale  pent  ayoir 
trente  It  (trois  lieues)  de  circonference.  Le  roi  actuel  est  de  la  race  des  Tsa-ti-li 
(Kcbatriyas) ;  il  est  le  gendre  de  Cbi-lo-'o-tie-to  (CiUditya)  roi  de  Xie-jo-kio-cbe 
(KanylUkoubdja) ;  son  nom  est  Tou-lou-p'o-po-f  o  (Dbrouyapatou).' 

The  original  (Si-yu-ki,  xi.  17)  enters  somewhat  more  into 
detail  in  regard  to  this  kingdom  and  its  monarch :  the  former  is 
described  as  thickly  populated, 

'  et  le  peuple  est  ricbe  et  beureux.  II  y  a  plus  de  cent  families  dont  la  fortune 
s'^l^ye  k  un  million  (d'onces  d'  argent)  .  .  .  Les  rois  actuels  sont  de  la  race  des 
Kcbatriyas.  Tons  sont  les  neyeux  de  Ctlilditya,  roi  dc  M&lya.  Maintenant,  le  fils 
de  Ctldditya,  roi  de  Kany^-Eoubdja,  a  nn  gendre  nomm6  Dbrouyapatou.^   Gelui-ci 

^  ['  n  6criyit  des  lettres  sur  des  pi^es  de  coton  blanc,  et,  les  ayant  cacbet^  ayec 
de  la  cire  rouge,  il  ordonna  .  .  .  de  presenter  ces  lettres  dans  tons  les  royaumes  ou  il 


passerait,'  etc.  np.  260.)] 

3  [Named  'Pou  lo-ki-cbe'  (Porakeqa?)  p.  416.] 

'  '  n  no  faut  pas  confondre  ce  roi  ayec  Ctladitya,  roi  ae  Aanya-ivouoaja,  qui  etait 
contemporain  de  notre  yoyageur.' — S.J. 

*  [  J  do  not  attacb  any  yalue  to  tbe  supposed  identification  of  tbis  Dbruya-Bbatta 
witb  tne  Dbruya-Sena  o/^  tbe  inscriptions :  *  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.',  y.,  687.    '  Aritna 


Antiqua,'  408.— E.T.] 


268  SPECULATIONS   ON   THE  [kur.  x. 


est  d'on  natnrel  y\i  et  emport^,  et  il  est  doii6  d'une  intelligenoe  &iblo  et  bom^ 
(p.  370.) ...  De  1&,  il  fit  sept  centf  li  an  nord-oaest,  et  arriva  au  royaume  de  '0-nan- 
t'o-pon-lo  (Ananda-poun)  (oe  pays  depend  da  royaiune  de  M&lva).  De  1^  il  fit  cinq 
cents  /•  an  nord-ouest,  et  aniTa  au  royaume  de  Sou-la>tch'a  (Sourdchtra).  Ce 
royaume  a  environ  quatre  mille  li  de  tour ;  la  circonf^rence  de  la  capitale  est  de 
trente  li.  Du  cdt^  de  Touest,  ce  royaume  touche  k  la  riyi^re  Mahi.  Sa  popula- 
tion est  tr^nombreuse,  et  toutes  les  families  yiyent  dans  1'  abondanoe.  .  .  .  Comme 
ce  royaume  se  trouye  sur  le  chemin  de  la  mer  occidentale,  touts  les  habitants  en  retirent 
de  grands  avantages,  et  font  du  commerce  leur  principale  occupation.  (H  est  soumis 
au  royaume  de  Fal&pi, — Siyuki  x.  18).  De  1^  il  fit  dix-huit  cent  U  au  nord-ost,  et 
arriya  au  royaume  de  Kiu-tcbe-lo  (Gourdjara).  Ce  royaume  a  cinq  mille  li  de  tour. 
La  capitale,  appel6e  Pi-lo-mo-lo  (VtramlUa  ?)  a  trente  li  de  circonference.  (Le  roi 
est  de  la  caste  des  Echatriyas :  Siyuki,  xi.,  18).  Ensuite,  il  fit  deux  mille  huit  cents 
li  au  sud-est,  et  arriya  au  royaume  de  Oa-che-yen-na  (Oudjayana).  (Le  roi  est  de  la 
race  des  Br&bmanes:  Siyuki,  xi.  18.)  De  lu,  il  fit  neuf  cents  /•'  au  nord-est,  et 
arriya  au  royaume  de  Mo-bi-cbi-fa-lo-pou-lo  (Mah§^yarapoura).  (Le  roi  descend 
d'une  famille  de  Brdhmanes.)  De  1^  toumant  k  Toucst,  il  revint  au  royaume  de 
Sou-la-tcb'a.' » 

As  a  conclusion  to  tliis  series  of  extracts  and  to  put  my 
readers  in  possession  of  the  statements  of  Al  Biruni  in  all  their 
integrity,  I  append  the  French  translation  of  all  his  observations 
on  the  Gupta  era,  inserting  likewise  the  original  Arabic  of  the 
most  important  passage. 

*  On  emploie  ordinairement  les  dres  de  Sri-Harcha,  de  Yikram&ditya,  de  Saca,  de 
Ballaba,  et  des  Gouptas.  .  .  .  L*^re  de  Saca,  nomm^e  par  les  Indiens  *  Saca-kila/  est 
post^rieure  k  celle  de  Yikram&ditya,  de  135  ans.  Saca  est  le  nom  d'un  prince  qui  a 
r6gn6  sur  les  contr6es  situ^  entre  T  Indus  et  la  mer.  Sa  r^idencc  6tait  placee  au 
centre  de  Tempire,  dans  la  contr^e  nomm6e  Aryayartba  ....  Yikram&ditya  maicha 

1  [  Since  these  notes  haye  been  set  up  in  type,  I  baye  bad  an  opportunity  of 

SBrusing  M.  Julien's  new  publication,  entitled,  *  M6moires  sur  les  Contr^  Occi- 
entales,  traduits  du  Sanskrit  en  Chinois,  en  1'  an  648 ;  par  Iliouen-Tbsang,'  (yol.  i. 
Paris.  1867).  This  work,  though  entering  into  more  yoluminous  detail  regutling  Uie 
question  of  the  Buddhist  faith  and  the  credulity  of  its  yotaries,  contributes  far  less 
ample  infonnation  in  its  historical  references,  than  the  preyious  publication  from 
which  my  extracts  are  taken. 

Huen-Thsan^  notices  seycral  of  Asoka's  and  other  L&ts,  '  sur  le  sommet  de  laquelle 
on  a  sculpt^  I'lmage  d'un  lion.  Sur  les  cdt^s,  on  a  gray6  I'histoire  du  Niryana 
(de  Krakoutchtchanaa).  Cettc  colonne  a  M  construit  par  le  roi  A^dka'  (p.  815,  316, 
846 ;  Ben&res,  354 ;  Sam&th,  355  ;  Yai^ali,  387 :  etc.) ;  and  a^ain,  near  Kousinagara, 
<on  a  61ey6,  en  face,  une  colonne  en  pierrc  pour  rappeler  les  circonstances  du  Niryana 
de  Jou-lai.  EUe  porte,  il  est  yrai,  une  inscription,  mais  on  n'y  a  pas  ^rit  le  jour  ni 
ie  mois  de  oet  6ydnement.'  (p.  334). 

From  this  it  is  clear  that  either  the  Sramanas  of  Huen  Thsang's  time  could  not, 
or  did  not  find  it  conyenient  to  read  the  ancient  inscriptions  of  Asoka. 

The  new  text  rectifies  the  imperfect  identification  afforded  by  the  former  yersion 
in  reeard  to  the  succession  to  me  throne  of  Kanauj :  it  now  seems  that  R&ja- 
yard^ana  was  the  monarch  slain  by  SaB&nka  fp.  248^ ;  and  that  Harsha-yarddhana 
'  accepta  alors  1'  heritage  de  la  royaut^,  se  deaigna  lui-meme  par  le  nom  de  prince 
royal  (Eoumara-radja)  et  prit  le  titre  de  Ctiaditya.'  (p.  251).] 
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contre  loi,  mit  son  arm6e  en  d6route,  et  le  tna  iur  le  territoire  de  Eoronr,  sitn^  entre 
Moultan  et  le  chateau  de  Louny.  Cette  6poqae  devint  c^l^bre,  &  cause  de  la  joio 
que  leg  peuples  ressentirent  de  la  mort  de  Saca,  et  on  la  choisit  pour  ^re  principale- 
ment  chez  lee  astronomes. 

^j^  ^  j^^  *iy  J^  f^jyr  cT^  u^  S^^  i;^^^  ^*^ 

Jli^  O^*^  if^UjCyu*^  J  <Lw-)  ^Jt^J^^  s^*^^*"!^  L5^^  (J^ 
S^  -^jlj'  ,JLj  ^m*a>s^\  ^j^  j  iuJ!  U;.^^;^  ^^'•^  *'^^^  e^^"^^.^ 

Ballaba,  qui  a  donn6  aussi  son  nom  k  une  ^e,  6tait  prince  de  la  ville  de  Ballaba, 
au  midi  de  Anhalouara,  k  enyiron  trente  yoeff'anat  de  distance.  L'^  de  Ballaba  est 
post^rieure  k  celle  de  Saca  de,  241  ans.  Pour  s'en  servir,  on  pose  I'^re  de  Saca,  et 
Ton  en  dte  &  la  fois  le  cube  de  6  (216)  et  le  carr^  de  6  (25).  Oe  qui  reste  est  V^re  de 
Ballaba.  II  sera  question  de  cette  ^re  en  son  lieu.  Quant  au  Goupta-k&la  (^re  des 
Gouptas),  ou  entend  par  le  mot  Goupta  des  gens  qui,  dit-on,  ^taient  m6cbants  et 
puissants ;  et  T^re  qui  porte  leur  nom  est  T^poque  de  leur  extermination.  Apparem- 
ment,  Ballaba  suiyit  imm6diatement  les  Gonptas ;  car  1'^  des  Gouptas  commence 
aussi  Tan  241  de  1'^  de  Saca.  ....  D'apr^  cela,  en  s'en  tenant  k  Tan  400  de 
r^re  de  Zezderdjed,  on  se  trouve  sous  Tannic  1488  de  I'^re  de  Sri-Harscha,  Tan  1088 
de  r^re  de  Yikram&ditya,  Tan  963  de  T^re  de  Saca,  Tan  712  de  T^re  de  Ballaba  et 
celle  des  Gouptas 

B^jik  je  me  suis  excus6  sur  Timperfection  de  ce  qui  est  dit  ici,  et  j*ai  arcrti  que 
les  r^sultats  que  je  pr^eente  offraient  quelque  incertitude,  tu  les  nombres  qui  exc^ 
dent  celui  de  cent.  Je  feral  remarquer  de  plus  que  j'ai  tu  les  Indiens,  lorsqu*ilB 
veulent  marquer  Tann^e  de  la  prise  de  Soumenat  (par  Mahmoud  le  Ghazn^vide), 
^Tdnement  qui  eut  lieu  Tan  416  de  Phegire  (»=  Janyier  1026  de  J.C.),  et  Tan  947  de  T^re 
de  Saca,  je  les  ai  tub  6crire  242 ;  puis,  au-dessous  606;  puis  encore  au-dessous,  99 ;  enfin 
additionner  le  tout  ensemble ;  ce  qui  donne  I'^re  de  Saca.  Ou  pent  induire  de  \k  que 
le  nombre  242  indique  les  ann^es  qui  pr6cMent  T^poque  od  les  Indiens  commenc^rent 
k  se  serrir  d'un  cycle  de  cent,  et  que  cet  usage  commen^a  ayec  T^re  des  Gouptas. 
D^apr^B  cela,  le  nombre  606  indiquerait  les  samvatsaras  de  cent  complets,  ce  qui 
porterait  chaque  samvatsara  &  101.  Quant  au  nombre  99,  ce  seraient  les  ann^es  qui 
se  sont  6coul6e8  du  samvatsara  non  encore  r^Tolu.  C'est  ce  qui  est  en  effet.  J*ai 
trouy6  la  confirmation  et  T^claircisscment  de  cela  dans  les  tables  astronomiques  de 
Durlable  moultanien;  on  y  lit;  'Ecris848  et  ajoute  le  Loka-kstla,  c'est-&-dire  le 
eomput  du  yulgaire ;  le  produit  marquera  Tann^e  de  I'^re  de  Saca.'  En  effet,  si  nous 
^crirons  I'aoB^  de  1'^  de  Saca  qui  correspond  k  Fannie  actuelle,  et  qui  est  Tann^e 
953,  et  que  nous  retrancbions  de  ce  nombre  la  quantity  848,  il  restera  105  pour  le 
Loka-k^  et  l'ann6e  do  la  mine  de  Soumenat  tombera  sur  le  nombre  98.'  Jtmmal 
AiiatigWj  4-me.  t^rie,  tom.  It.  (1844). 


270  YAKIOUS  ABGUHENTS  FOR  THB  [abt.  z. 

Having  exhausted  the  somewhat  yoluminous  but  inoonclusive 
documentary  evidence  bearing  on  the  domination  of  the  Guptas, 
I  will  briefly  recapitulate  the  various  arguments  advanced  for 
the  determination  of  their  era,  which  is  probably  of  more  real 
importance  towards  the  justification  of  the  subordinate  periods 
of  Indian  history  than  any  other  epoch  in  the  unrecorded  anmds 
of  that  land. 

To  Prinsep,  it  will  be  seen,  is  due  the  credit  of  having  first 
proved  "the  Indo-Scythic  paternity  of  the  Eanauj  [Gupta] 
coinage/'  (Art.  x.,  Nov.,  1835,)  which  he  more  explicitly 
developed  in  his  paper  on  "  The  Transition  fix>m  the  Mithraic  or 
Indo-Scythian  coinage  to  the  Hindu  series,"  (Art.  xiii.,  Oct., 
1836.) 

Prof.  Wilson,  in  his  '  Ariana  Antiqua,'  (p.  418,)  concurred 
in  these  identifications,  giving  even  greater  emphasis  to  the  value 
of  the  '  evidence  that  the  coins  of  the  Gupta  princes  succeeded 
immediately  to  those  of  the  Mithraic  princes.' 

Prinsep's  conclusions  with  regard  to  the  absolute  date  of 
these  coins  were  modified,  from  time  to  time,  with  the  advance 
of  his  knowledge,  the  details  of  which  may  be  gathered  from  the 
essays  here  reprinted.  Prof.  Wilson,  writing  in  1840,  avoided 
the  expression  of  any  very  decisive  opinion  as  to  the  epoch  to 
which  these  issues  should  be  attributed ;  and,  though  he  was 
disposed  to  '  restrict  the  most  modem  period  ...  to  the  7th  or 
8th  century,'  he  was  prepared,  on  the  other  hand,  to  admit  a 
possible  antiquity  reaching  to  'the  2nd  or  3rd  century  of  our 
era.'    ('Ariana  Antiqua*  pp.  417-8-9). 

In  the  year  1848,  having  occasion  to  investigate  the  probable 
date  of  the  S&h  kings  of  Saur6shtra  (*  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soc.',  xii., 
1.),  I  was  led  to  advert  to  that  of  the  Guptas,  which  necessarily 
bore  an  important  relation  to  the  period  of  a  race  to  whose 
dominions  the  latter  dynasty  succeeded.  In  considering  this 
collateral  branch  of  my  subject,  I  washed  to  conclude  that  the 
dates  occurring  in  the  Ghipta  inscriptions  might  with  propriety 
be  referred  to  the  Saka  Samvat,  and  that  the  '  San  93 '  of  the 
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Chandra  Ghipta  record  at  SancU  (suprft  cit.)  corresponded 
therefore  with  172  a.d.  :  a  decision  which  has  since  been  accepted 
by  Prof.  Lassen  ('  Ind,  Alt/,  ii.  939.)  The  chief  groundwork 
of  my  deductions  consisted,  however,  in  the  passage  of  Al- 
biruni  just  quoted  (p.  269),  which,  apart  from  the  critical  diffi- 
culties of  the  original  text,  ^  seemed  fully  to  authorise  an  inference 
that  the  Ghiptas  preceded  the  Yalabhis,  and,  moreover,  as  was 
therein  shewn,  and  elsewhere  proved,  that  the  Valabhi  eera 
reckoned  from  319  a.d.  Objection  might  be  taken  to  my  placing 
too  much  reliance  upon  the  statement  of  an  oriental  writer, 
a  foreigner  in  the  coimtry  of  whose  history  he  was  treating: 
but  the  author  was  clearly  no  superficial  observer,  and  the  state- 
ment itself  feU  so  weU  into  the  fitness  of  things,  and  so  nicely 
accorded  with  other  indications  bearing  on  the  question,  that  I 
accepted  it  without  hesitation,  even  as  I  now  confess  my  faith  in 
its  verity  to  be  rather  confirmed  than  shaken  by  subsequent  in- 
vestigations and  the  new  evidence  that  time  has  brought  to 
Ught. 

Prof.  Lassen  in  reviewing  the  subject  in  1852  ('  Ind  Alt.'  ii.) 

*  [  I  do  not  aUude  to  the  fanciful  rectification  proposed  by  Major  Cnnningham 
('  BhiiBa  Topes/  p.  139),  but  to  a  modification  of  meaning  one  portion  of  the  onginal 
text  will  bear,  and  which  recommends  itself  to  our  EngUsh  scholars  in  preference  to 
M.  Reinaud's  version.  I  am  bound  to  add,  however,  that  I  have  consulted  M. 
Reinaud  on  the  merits  of  this  new  translation,  and  that  he  adheres  to  his  original 
rendering ! 

TuANSLATiON :  *  Again,  the  era  of  Bulub,  who  was  Lord  (or  founder)  of  the  city  of 
Balabah,  which  lies  to  the  south  of  the  citj  of  Anhalw&rah,  about  30  jozans.  And 
the  beginning  (first)  of  this  era  dates  241  years  after  the  Shaka  era.  And  those  who 
use  it,  take  the  date  of  the  Shaka  era,  ana  deduct  from  it  the  sum  of  the  cube  of  six 
plus  the  square  of  five,  and  the  remainder  is  the  Balab  year,  and  the  mention  of  it 
will  come  in  its  place.  A^pun,  the  K(ibat  K&l  (Gupta  era),  that  was,  as  is  said,  a 
wicked  and  poweiinl  family ;  when  it  ceased  it  was  dated  firom,  and  as  it  were  (it 
would  seem  uiat),  Balab  was  the  last  of  them,  for  the  first  of  their  era  also  is  241 
years  after  the  ghakaEfil.' 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  new  translation,  if  accepted,  scarcely  modifies  the  original 
inferences  derived  from  tilie  fact  that  the  Gupta  era  is  reckoned  from  the  fiul  of 
the  family  whose  name  it  bears.  Whether  Bhalaba  was  the  last  of  their  race,  or  an 
alien  rising  upon  their  ruin,  imports  but  little  in  the  determination  of  the  dynastic 
epoch,  which,  under  either  aspect,  w  proved  to  have  preceded  a.d.  318-19,  But  the 
revised  translation  certainly  gets  rid  of  one  inconsistency,  and  explains  more  plausibly 
how  one  and  the  same  era  came  to  be  called  by  two  distinct  names ;  and  instoEul  of 
that  cycle  having  to  be  referred  to  the  rise  of  one  £unily  and  the  fall  of  the  other, 
it  is  under  this  interpretation  reasonably  attributable  to  the  extinction  of  the  single 
dynasty  in  the  person  of  its  latest  potentate.] 
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arranged   the  chronology    of   the  Guptas    in    the   following 
order : — 

"  Gupta 160  to  160,  a.d. 

GhatotKaka 168    „ 

Kandra  Ghipta  1 195     „ 

Samudra  Ghipta, 230     „ 

Kandra  Gupta  II 240     „ 

Skanda  Gupta  o.  Eum&ra  Gupta.  .  270  „ 
Mahendra  Ghipta  and  Nftr&jana  Gupta  280  „  " 
The  authority  for  these  assignments  rests  chiefly  on  the 
date  of  93,  noticed  above,  which  is  referred  to  the  first  Chandra- 
Ghipta;  and  subordinately  on  the  titles  given  in  the  Allah&b&d 
inscription  to  the  '  Daim-putra  shahi  ahahdn-shahiy  who  is  hence 
identified  with  Ardeshir  B&bak.  The  author,  therefore,  places 
the  rise  of  the  Guptas  soon  after  the  death  of  Yikram&ditya  in 

155  A.D.» 

Major  Cunningham,  in  his  work  on  the  Bhilsa  Topes,  has 
also  reviewed  at  some  length,  and  with  little  commendation,  my 
proposed  scheme  for  the  determination  of  the  era  of  the  Guptas. 
I  have  replied  to  his  arguments  in  another  place,'  and  I  need 
not  now  re-open  the  discussion  ftirther  than  to  refer  to  his 
chronological  table  inserted  at  the  foot  of  page  264. 

Since  my  first  paper  on  the  subject  appeared  in  the  ^  Jour. 
Eoy.  As.  Soc.',  however,  an  apparently  insignificant  piece  of 
progress  has  contributed  materially  to  enlarge  our  view  of  the 
general  bearings  of  the  question,  and  tends  rather  to  necessitate 
a  shortening  up  of  the  period  over  which  the  rule  of  the  Gupta 
succession  should  be  spread.  I  allude  to  the  decipherment  of  the 
names  of  Kum&ra  and  Skanda  Ghipta  on  the  small  silver  pieces 
(Art.  XI.,  infra),  which  precede  those  bearing  the  designation  of 
Budha  Gupta,  whose  own  money  again  is  closely  imitated  by  Tora- 
m&na,  the  monarch  whose  inscription  has  been  already  inserted 

»  [  *  Ind.  Alt/,  pp.  762,  937,  938,  939,  940,  942,  961,  961, 987,  etc.] 
»  [' Jom.  As.  Soc.  Beng.',  y.  xiiy.,  871.  (1866.)] 
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among  the  other  historical  records  connected  with  the  house  of 
Gupta  (p.  249).    As  I  have  elsewhere  remarked — 

'More  important  still,  however,  than  the  connection  thus  establiBhed  between 
these  soyereigns,  is  the  discoyery  of  the  fact  that  all  these  coins  bear  dates  in  a 
seemingly  eonsecntiye  cycle,  which  elucidate,  not  only  the  relative  periods  of  the 
aeveral  monarchs,  bnt  go  fiu  to  indicate  the  duration,  and  possibly  the  date  of  the 
extinction,  of  the  Gupta  power.  It  will  be  seen  hereafter  that  all  the  dated  coins  of 
the  three  Gupta  kings  above-named  commence  with  a  cipher  for  100.  Kum&ra's 
money  displays  the  numbers  121  and  124.  The  units  and  tens  on  Skanda  Gupta  and 
Budha  Gupta's  pieces  are  not  so  dear,  but  the  in8cripti<»L  of  the  latter  king  at  Sanchi 
we  know  to  be  dated  in  one  hundred  and  eixty-Jhe;  and,  finally,  the  unique  specimen 
of  Toram&na*8  mint  displays  a  decimal  symbol  of  the  value  of  eighty.  Previous  to 
these  determinations,  we  were  altogether  at  a  loss  to  discover  Budha  Gupta's  position 
with  regard  to  the  rest  of  the  family  of  the  name,'  and  equally  ignorant  that 
Toram&na  had  so  quickly  superseded  him.' 

The  time  at  my  disposal,  while  these  sheets  are  passing 
through  the  press,  will  scarcely  admit  of  my  analyzing  anew 
the  whole  subject  of  the  Gupta  epoch  in  full  and  complete  de- 
tail, so  I  content  myself  with  merely  touching  upon  the  more 
prominent  indications  deducible  from  the  evidence  now  before  us. 
I  have  but  recently  had  occasion  to  observe  :-— 

"  That  I  consider  that  it  imports  but  little  as  to  what  particular  cycle  the  Gupta 
dates  should  be  referred,  so  that  they  each  and  all  are  made  to  precede  the  fixed  epoch 
of  the  commencement  of  the  Yalabhi  Samvat  in  318-19  a.d.  I  have  no  special  desire 
to  retain  them  under  the  S&ka  E&l,  but  am  fully  prepared  to  subject  them  to  the  test 
of  any  other  suitable  scheme  of  computation.  Albinlnrs  expressions  in  regard  to  the 
Gupta  era  in  no  wise  necessitate  a  notion  that  the  241  years  intervening  between  the 
conquest  of  S&ka  by  the  second  Yikram&ditya  in  a^d.  78-9,  and  the  extermination  of 
the  Guptas  in  a.d.  818-19,  were  exclusively  filled  in  by  the  domination  of  the  latter* 
Any  such  supposition  would  involve  an  obligation  to  identify  some  one  of  the 
early  members  of  the  Gupta  family  with  the  original  Yikram&ditya  S&kari  himself— 
which,  though  not  altogether  beyond  the  bounds  of  possibility,  is  still  an  improbable 
association ;  but— taking  a  reasonable  interval  to  have  elapsed  after  the  success  of 
Yikram&ditya,  and  assuming  the  rise  of  the  Guptas  to  have  been"*  gradual,  as  is 
shewn  to  have  been  the  case  in  the  very  change  from  the  lower  to  the  higher  title  of 
kingly  designation  assigned  to  the  third  monarch  on  the  list — we  may  admit  that, 
under  these  conditions,  Chandra  Gupta  I.  will  scarcely  be  inappropriately  placed  by 
the  date  on  the  Sanohi  Inscription  when  applied  to  the  8&ka  K&l. 

Though  there  is  no  positive  evidence  to  prove  the  fact,  it 

will  no  doubt  be  conceded,  that  the  dates  occurring  on  the  coins, 

and  those  used  in  the  two  inscriptions  quoted  severally  at  pp. 

246  and  249,  pertain  to  one  and  the  same  serial  cycle.    The 

united  reigns  of  the  five  kings  intervening  between  Chandra 

*  [*  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soc.,'  vol.  xii.,  p.  71 .]  ■  [*  Jour.  As.  8oc.  Beng.,'  vol.  xxiv.,  p.  664.] 
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Gupta  I.  and  Toramana  are  thus  seen  to  extend  over  the  suit- 
able period  of  87  years  more  or  less.  I  am  aware  that,  in 
following  this  system  of  reckoning  Kumara  Gupta's  coin  dates, 
whereby  121-124  must  be  taken  as  equal  to  a,d.  199-202,  all 
idea  of  recogmsing  the  Sassanians  as  the  contemporaries  of 
Samudra  Gupta  must  be  definitively  abandoned;  but  I  look 
upon  this  as  a  very  slender  obstacle  to  the  acceptance  of  the 
proposed  theory,  as  I  have  already  distinctly  avowed  my  dis- 
belief in  the  exclusive  right  of  the  Saasanian  dynasty  to  the  title 
of  Shdhdn  Shdh,^  and  I  am  equally  doubtful  whether  the  term 
of  Daim  putra  itself  should  be  held  as  any  more  peculiar  to  their 
division  of  the  Persian  monarchical  succession.' 

As  regards  the  assumption  that  Toramana  displaced  Budha 
Gupta,  it  is  grounded  upon  the  locality  of  the  inscriptions  wherein 
they  are  respectively  named,  aided  by  the  obvious  imitation  of 
the  typical  details  of  the  Gupta  peacock  coinage  by  the  latter, 
and  the  date — ^imperfect,  it  is  true,  in  all  but  the  decimal  figure 
— ^which  associates  him  still  more  closely  with  the  last  of  the  line 
of  Sovereigns  whose  monetary  standard  he  adopts. 

To  test  the  Gupta  epoch,  however,  by  a  different  method,  let 
us  suppose  the  16dth  year,  used  in  connexion  with  the  name 
of  Budha  Gupta,  to  represent  the  interval  that  had  elapsed 
from  the  date  of  the  first  prominent  action  or  other  marked 
event  in  the  life  of  the  founder  of  the  house,  whereon  its  subse- 
quent fortunes  were  based;  and  forther  concluding,  as  there 
has  been  shown  to  be  valid  reason  for  doing,  that  under  Budha 
Gupta,  the  dynasty,  shorn  of  its  high  estate,  was  fast  verging  to 
complete  extinction,  we  may  arrange  this  total,  or  a  slightly 
reduced  sum  of  years,  anteriorly  to  the  supposed  *^poque  de 
leur  extermination,'  in  241  S&ka.  I  am  aware  that  any  such 
scheme  as  this  will  necessitate  the  reduction  of  all  the  available 
dates  to  a  family  cycle,  to  which  proceeding  there  are  manifest 
and  obvious  objections  ;  still  I  feel  bound  to  propose  the  alter- 
native, as  there  are  other  incidental  circumstances  which  give 
weight  to  a  similar  conclusion. 

1  [« Jonr.  As.  Soc.  Bcng.,'  vol.  xxiv.,  p.  387.]  '  [  Plutarch  in  Pomp.] 
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The  expressions  made  use  of  in  the  Kuhaon  Pillar  Inscription 
(p.  250),  would  seem  to  prove  that  the  epoch  of  Skanda  Gupta's 
death  continued  in  accepted  currency  as  an  historical  date  for 
141  years,  at  least,  after  his  decease ;  and  this  practice  seems 
singularly  to  accord  with  the  tenor  of  the  revised  rendering 
of  the  passage  from  Albirunl.     The   indications  afforded  by 
the  numismatic  evidence,  as  well  as  those  contributed  by  the 
monimiental  inscription  on  the  Western  Coast,  alike  combine  to 
shew  that  Skanda  Gupta  was  more  directly  identified  with  that 
section  of  Hindust&n  than  his  immediate  predecessors ;   and, 
singular  to  say,  with  him,  all  traces  of  the  Gupta  domination 
cease  and  determine  in  those  parts.   The  question,  then,  suggests 
itself — Is  it  permissible  to  recognise  him  as  the  '  lord  of  Vala- 
bha,'    and  the  last  of  his  line  in  Western  India  P  or,  in  effect, 
as  the  monarch  in  whose  person  the  imperial  sway  of  the 
house  terminated.     For  the  rest  of  the  family,  it  may  bo  re- 
marked, that  even  the  individuality  of  Mahendra  Gnpta  is  only 
doubtfully  known  to  us  from  certain  gold  coins  of  Eastern  type, 
associated  with  indefinite  allusions  to  a  son  of  Skanda  Gupta  in 
the  Bhitarf  inscription.     Budha  Gupta's  mintages  are  equally 
confined  to  Eastern  or  Central  Indian  sites,  and  evidently  follow 
closely  upon  Skanda  Gupta's  money  of  the  same  localities ;  while 
the  solitary  monumental  record  of  his  power  freely  admits  how 
circimiscribed  its  extent  must  have  been,  in  comparison  with  the 
magnificent  empire  that  acknowledged  fealty  to  his  proximate 
predecessor  I     In  this  indeterminate  state  I  must  for  the  pre- 
sent rest  content  to  leave  the  question,  trusting  that  a  more 
exact  copy  of  the  Skanda  Gupta  inscription  may  hereafter  be 
obtained,  and  that  time  and  opportimity  may  be  afforded  for  a 
revision  of  many  of  the  other  imperfectly-developed  monumental 
registers  bearing  upon  this  interesting  section  of  Indian  history. 
Even  as  we  are  unable  to  fix  definitively  the  relative  value 
of  the  Gnpta  dates,  so  likewise  are  we  imcertain  as  to  the  true 
equivalents  of  the  epochal  figures  occurring  on  the  Valabhi 
grants.    It  will  be  observed  that  various  opinions  have  prevailed 
with  regard  to  the  cycle  properly  applicable  to  these  dates,  but 
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nearly  all  commentators  appear  now  to  ooncnr  in  rejecting  the 
claims  of  the  veiy  era  which,  in  identity  of  name,  would  at  first 
sight  seem  to  be  specially  suited  to  the  purpose.  Howeyer,  it  is 
clear  that  the  epoch  of  Sri  Dhara  Sena  I.  expressed  by  the 
ciphers  330,— when  tested  by  the  Yalabhi  Samvat  of  318-19 
A.D.  (330  +  318  =s  648  a.d.)— will  be  reduced  to  far  too  modem 
a  period.  Neither  do  these  dates  appear  to  have  formed  a 
portion  of  a  consecutive  series  following  on  to  the  numbers 
employed  by  the  Guptas  themselves,  as  was  the  case  in 
Toram&na's  local  mintages;  indeed,  it  is  not  a  little  singular 
that  while  the  Eastern  silver  money  of  the  Chiptas  is  duly 
stamped  with  the  year  of  issue,  the  Western  coins  of  the  same 
race,  which  foUow  in  direct  suite  the  uniformly  dated  coins  of 
the  S&h  kings,  are  left  altogether  defective  in  such  records. 
This  would  certainly  seem  to  imply  that  a  different  system  of 
epochal  computation  obtained  in  the  two  sections  of  the  conti- 
nent; and,  under  the  option  thus  seemingly  afforded,  I  should 
be  inclined  to  conclude,  in  spite  of  any  apparent  inconsistency 
involved,  that  the  Yikram&ditya  era  is  the  one  which  should 
preferentially  apply  to  the  Yalabhi  grants^  which  inference,  if 
admitted,  clearly  adds  a  very  strong  argument  to  those  already 
existing  in  favour  of  the  test  of  the  S&ka  era^  for  the  Gupta 
dates.  I  conclude  these  observations  with  a  sketch  of  the  various 
schemes  applicable  to  the  determination  of  the  Gupta  epoch : 


GUPTA  KINGS.                   ^j,                   8aka(78).     a.d.  Gxtfta  E«a.     a.1». 

I.  Gtjpta. 160                         I   «   158 

II.  Ghatot  kacha  160  

III.  Chandra  Gupta  I...          168                    98  ->  171  93  »  251 

lY.  Samud&a  Gupta    ...  195  

V.  Chandra  Gupta  II..  230  

VI.  KamAra  Gupta \  „  .^  .     n^^  r 121  «  199  121  «  279 

VIL  Skanda  Gupta  J  ^*"  ^  '*'"  i 124  =  202  124  =  282 

Skanda  Ompta  dies  818 

VIII.  BuDHA  Gupta 165  =  243  165  «=  823 

(ToramXna)    180  «  258  

SRf  Dhaila  SsNA,  330  X^wi/ £ra Vikrama  (56)  330  «  274  Saka830  »  408] 

>  [I  haTe  been,  from  the  first,  disposed  to  doubt  the  umyenality  of  the 
use  of  the  Yikram&ditya  era  (<  Jour.  Ro]jr.  As.  Soc.',  zii.,  5),  mj  suspicions  on 
the  iubjeot  having  been  excited  on  remarung  the  exteiuiTe  preyalence  of  the  em- 
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HINDU'   COINS— FIRST  KANAUJ  SERIES. 

(pi.  xziii.) 

The  Devanagari  alphabet,  published  with  Wathen^s 
translation  of  the  Gujarat  copper-plates  (page  252) 
[see  plate  xxxviii.],  will  be  found  to  apply  in  every 
respect  to  the  coins  before  us:  it  is  also  nearly  iden- 
tical with  the  Gaya  and  Allahabad  alphabets;  the 
principal  exceptions  having  place  in  the  w,  which  in  the 
latter  is  written  more  like  ^,  while  in  the  former  it 
is  X ;  and  the  5,  which  is  respectively  ^  in  the  latter, 
and  J(j  in  the  former.  To  avoid  the  necessity  of  casting 
a  new  fount  of  type  to  illustrate  the  following  obser- 
vations, I  have  availed  myself  of  the  pervading  simi- 
larity of  the  Tibetan  alphabet ;  which,  though  several 
centuries  later,  can,  with  the  alteration  of  a  few  letters, 
be  employed  for  our  purpose  much  more  readily  than  the 
modem  Devanagari. 

[As  the  reader  will  now  have  ready  access  to  Prinsep's 
Table  of  Alphabets,  pi.  xxxviii.,  which  was  published  some  three 
years  subsequent  to  the  composition  of  this  article, — I  have 
thought  it  imnecessary  to  complicate  and  disfigure  the  text  by  a 
reproduction  of  the  mixed  Tibetan  type  originally  adopted  in 
this  paper.  A  type  alphabet  of  that  character  will  be  given  in 
its  proper  place,  for  the  purposes  of  comparison,  but  in  the 


ploYment  of  the  S&ka  cycle  in  the  erants  published  by  Elliot  and  Wathen  of  so 
early  a  date  as  490  and  667  a.d.  (*  Jour.  Eoy.  As.  Soc. ,  iv.  vj ;  yet  if  we  are  to 
trost  to  Albirfini,  we  must  clearly  yield  the  preference  to  the  Yikrm&ditya  era,  in 
the  localities  he  indicates  in  the  passage  rendered  by  M.  Reinaud,  <  Vhre  de  Vikra- 
mliditya  est  employee  dans  les  proyinces  m^ridionales  et  occidentales  de  I'lnde :' 
regarding  the  S6ka  K&l  it  is  added,  *  les  personnes  qui  se  servent  de  Tdre  de  Saca, 
ce  sont  les  astronomes.'-— (*  Frag:ments,'  146)  An  item  of  negative  testimony  of 
some  yalue  towards  establishing  local  usage,  is  further  afforded  by  the  insertion  ox  the 
Vikram&ditya,  and  the  exclusion  of  the  S&ka,  method  of  computation  in  the  cele- 
brated grant  which  determines  the  epoch  of  the  Valabhis  (Tod,  i.  801}] 
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present  reprint  I  Bubstitute  the  ordinary  Sanskrit  for  the  little 
known  Tibetan, — a  proceeding  indeed  that  Prinsep  himself  had 
recourse  to  in  all  his  subsequent  articles  on  the  Gupta  coins.] 

The  readings  of  the  inscriptions  in  the  present  plates 
are  for  the  most  part  new,  and  have  been  made  out,  dic- 
tionary in  hand,  by  one  unacquainted  with  Sanskrit: 
they  therefore  claim  indulgence,  and  wiH  succumb  to  any 
more  plausible  interpretation  from  the  professed  scholar. 

To  begin  with  the  two  coins  of  the  lost  plate,  which  appear  to 
belong  to  the  same  sovereign ; — we  find  on  the  obyerse  (combining  the 
two  figures)  the  words  ^  IT^QRT  ^^W  Sr{  (?)  {a)parajata  da»€Jm. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  a  duplicate,  fig.  17,  we  find  the  name 
SlfT^  Wff  Kumdra-gvpta,  and  on  the  reyerse,  to  the  right,  If^lfif: 
parakramah.  The  whole  title  may  be  interpreted,  (if  in  davqfa  we 
suppose  an  ignorant  writing  of  the  word  dhvaja)  '  The  hero  of  the 
unconquered  standard,  the  blessed  Kumara-Gupta.* 

Beneath  the  left  arm  of  the  E4ja  are  three  letters,  superposed  ^ 
in  the  Tibetan  manner,  spyu ;  which,  as  we  learn  from  M.  Csoma  de 
Koros,  are  pronounced  chUf  and  signify  '  Baja.'  The  same  word  is 
prefixed  to  every  prince's  name  in  the  list  of  Assam  Bajas.  The 
triliteral  compound  may,  however,  denote  a  date.  A  duplicate  of  Col. 
Smith's  coin,  17,  was  presented  to  me  by  Capt  Wade.  The 
Willoughby  cabinet  possesses  another,  and  Mr.  Wilson  has  given  one 
precisely  similar,  in  which  we  find  the  «^XTf1*^«  Kumdra  fguptaj 
of  tlie  obverse,  and  the  ♦IJT^C  pardkrama  of  the  reverse  very  well 
marked — the  first  letter  hovrever  in  this,  as  in  our  coin,  is  more  Hke 
Ihu  OT'BU  than  ku. 

In  all  these  specimens,  the  trident  of  the  'Rao'  coins  is  changed 
into  a  standard  having  a  bird  at  the  top  somewhat  resembling  the 
Boman  eagle. 

Figs.  18  and  19,  are  placed  next  in  succession,  because  the  'cornu- 
copia' lady  still  sits  on  a  couch  in  the  European  fashion.  The  Baja 
here  holds  a  bow  in  the  left  hand,  and  in  the  right,  a  short  stick ;  for 
the  fire-altar  below  it  is  now  removed.  A  bracelet  on  the  shoulder, 
and  the  head-dress,  begin  to  look  Indian.  The  letters  on  the  margin 
of  the  obverse  are  lost,  but  in  the  bow,  we  find  ^^^  chndr  superposed 
as  before.  Karsden  reads  this  combination  vhandra,  wiUi  some 
plausibility.  On  the  reverse  6f  18,  is  the  name  or  title  of  the  prince, 
^  f«nnf :  Srk  nkrama. 
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On  fig.  19,  the  name  is  quite  different,^pi1^  ^^9«  apati  rdhah, 
*  the  averter  of  miBfortune/ 

The  first  and  last  letters  of  this  name  or  title  are  doubtfnl,  and  on 
my  first  examination  of  the  coin  whence  the  drawing  was  made,  I 
thought  the  first  two  letters  might  form  the  hh  of  Wathen's  Gujaritf 
alphabet,  making  the  word  hh&patt  rurhat  *  the  overthrower  of  kings :' 
I  have  named  the  last,  letter  from  its  resemblance  to  the  ¥  [sie]  of  the 
Kagari  alphabet.  These  two  coins  were  dug  up  at  Jaunpur  by  Mr. 
Tregear,  whose  description  will  be  found  in  'Jour.  As.  Soc.  Ben.'  iii.,  617. 

Figs.  20  and  22,  are  of  the  kind  described  by  Marsden.  The  god- 
dess of  plenty  here  sits  in  the  native  fashion  on  an  ornamented  stool, 
or  a  lotus-fiower.  The  cornucopia  also  is  transformed  into  a  large 
flower  at  the  end  of  a  stalk.  The  Raja  still  holds  the  bow,  but  he  has 
a  sash  in  %  20.  The  letters  on  the  area  are  new,  but  hardly  legible ; 
and  only  on  the  reverse  of  fig.  22  can  we  attempt  to  decypher  WT,  a 
portion  perhaps  of  the  former  name,  Yikrama.  Fig.  20  was  given  to 
me  by  a  lady ;  fig.  22,  by  Mr.  Gracroft. 

Fig.  21,  is  a  thin  one-sided  coin,  found  by  lieut.  Conolly  in  the 
ruins  of  Kanauj ;  the  letter  beneath  the  left  arm  is  here  V  kra :  its 
meaning  doubtful. 

The  next  two  coins  were  assorted  together  in  the  plate,  because 
they  had  both  two  figures  on  the  obverse ;  they  are,  however,  essen- 
tially of  different  periods ;  and,  if  our  former  reasoning  be  correct,  ^g, 
23  (of  Lieut.  Conolly's  collection,)  should  be  classed  before  the  last 
two,  or  even  earlier  than  any  of  the  set;  for  it  is  difficult  to  form 
any  Sanskrit  name  out  of  the  characters  on  either  side.  Lieut. 
Cunningham  has  kindly  favored  me  with  an  impression  of  a  similar  coin 
in  his  possession,  by  which  the  legend  of  the  obverse  appears  to  be 
composed  of  the  letters  lipftyr  W^  Iragkpta  paragufptaj. 

In  the  obverse  of  the  coin  before  us,  the  same  letters  may  be  traced; 
but  after  the  ^  follows  a  B| ,  making  the  word  hragkpta  paragujay  a 
strange  and  unintelligible  compound.  On  the  reverse,  the  first  three 
or  four  letters  agree  with  the  above ;  but  the  final  is  rather  a  ^  phay 
and  the  one  preceding  it  is  closed  at  the  top,  making  it  ^  va.  These 
may  be  faults  of  execution  in  a  foreign  artist,  but  they  place  the  inter- 
pretation beyond  conjecture. 

Fig.  24,  presented  to  me  by  Mr.  G.  Bacon  as  discovered  (or  rather 
purchased)  at  Kanauj,  has  already  found  a  place  in  Prof.  Wilson's 
plates.  The  dress  of  the  male  and  female  on  tiie  obverse  is  completely 
Hindu,  as  is  the  attitude  of  the  reverse.  The  legend  was  given  in  fac- 
simile in  the  'Asiatic  Researches'  and  may  be  read,  with  allowance  for 
imperfections,  ^  ^^^H  ^  Chandra- Gupta, 
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(Fig.  25.)  We  now  oome  to  an  old  acquaintance,  the  bappy  discovery 
of  Lient  Conolly,  which  has  acted  as  a  key  to  aU  the  rest.  An  account 
of  it  is  inserted  in  'Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.',  vol.  iii ,  227,  where,  how- 
ever, on  Dr.  Mill's  authority,  the  name  was  read  as  Sri  mad  Ghavo 
Kaeho,  from  a  misapprehension  of  the  letter  m.  The  reading  com- 
mences, on  the  obverse,  with  the  full  title  4<f  |4,|^fV|<|^  ^  Mahdrdja 
Adhi-rdja  Sri  (the  name  is  cut  off),  and,  on  the  reverse,  ^  fTV  f^nRT: 
Sri  Saehha  Vikrama,  The  second  word  is  doubtful,  and  without  sense : 
perhaps  it  may  be  Sri  prad^  (the  heavenly),  or  simply  Sri  mad, 
Vihrama. 

Fig.  26  is  another  most  important  acquisition,  for  which  we  are 
beholden  to  Col.  Staoy.  An  imperfect  drawing  of  a  similar  coin 
appeared  in  Wilson's  plates,  which  only  misled  as  to  the  device,  as  well 
as  the  legend :  both  are  here  equally  distinct.  The  raja  sits  on  a  chair 
playing  on  a  kind  of  harp,  whence  we  learn  his  accomplishments : 
while  the  margin  teaches  us  his  titles  and  part  of  his  name 
^f  Kl^fVil^  ^ .  .  .  i^^H  Mahdrdjadhirdja  Srx  .  •  .  dragvpta. 
The  first  letter  of  the  name  is  the  only  one  at  all  doubtful,  and  it  is 
possible  that  the  name  may  be  simply  a  repetition  of  the  one  more 
unequivocally  legible  on  the  reverse,  viz.  ^T^^WH  Samudra- Gupta, 

The  fac-simile  inscription  of  the  duplicate  coin  of  the  '  Researches,' 
is  identical  with  the  above,  Mahdrdjadhirdja  Sri  Samudra- Gupta. 

Fig.  27  is  a  sorry  duplicate  of  ^e  Conolly  coin,  belonging  to  Col. 
8tacy,  with  a  variation  of  the  epigraphe,  t^ljnr  ^fX^HJlH  ^^^^^f^a 
Narinama-gupta.  I  incline  to  think  that  the  9?  is  intended  for  jT  and 
that  the  word  should  be  Narendra- Gupta,  or  it  may  be  intended  for 
Ndrdy ana- Gupta.  The  name  on  the  reverse  corresponds  with  fig.  25, 
Sri  pradyu  Vtkrama. 

Fig.  28  is  from  a  sketch  of  a  coin  in  Lieut.  Cunningham's  cabinet 
at  Ben&res.  He  has  since  sent  me  Mthfiil  wax  impressions,  which 
expose  slight  inaccuracies  in  my  outline.  From  neither,  however,  can 
the  inscription,  encircling  the  hero  triumphant  over  the  lion,  be  satis- 
factorily deduced ;  it  may  possibly  be  ^  IRT  I«I4I4|:  Sri  hal pardk- 
rama;  the  letter  on  the  field  is,  in  the  fac-simile,  ^  ku. 

On  the  reverse  we  are  more  lucky ;  for  the  legend,  which  I  take  to 
be  the  prince's  name,  ^PRTfT  ^^  ^umdra- Gupta,  'the  protected ofllars,' 
is  illustrated  by  an  emgy  of  the  wife  of  K&rtika,  Kum&rf,  feeding  his 
favourite  bird,  the  peacock.  The  same  reverse  is  repeated  in  the  two 
following  varieties,  where,  however,  the  female  is  seated  on  a  wicker 
marha,  or  '  stool,'  as  in  fig.  26. 

Fig.  29,  a  coin  of  Lieut.  Burt's,  and  its  fellow  (presented  to  me 
by  Miss  Watson)  introduce  us  to  a  perfectly  novel  device.     The  riija 
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is  here  mounted  on  a  horse  dressed  in  native  trappings.  It  would  be 
a  loss  of  time  to  guess  the  superscription.  The  same  letters  occur  on 
both  sides  of  fig.  30,  and  are  plainer;  they  appear  to  be  ajita 
Manatrigu,  .  .  . 

Two  coins  of  the  same  style  are  depicted  as  figures  17  and  18 
of  Wilson,  who  states  that  the  natives  designate  them  coins  of 
Hiranya-Kasipu.  I  presented  to  the  Asiatic  Society,  in  1830,  a  bronze 
image  of  a  horseman  dug  up  in  Bandelkhand,  which  bears  as  close  an 
affinity  to  this  class  of  coin  as  the  Ventura  ehaprdt  of  plate  xxi.  does 
to  the  elephant  coin. 

Of  the  next  two  coins,  No.  31  had  been  added  to  my  cabinet  by 
Miss  Watson,  and  had  excited  not  a  little  curiosity  before  Col.  Stacy's 
cabinet  fell  under  my  inspection;  my  attention  was  immediately 
attracted  to  his  more  perfect  duplicate  (fig.  32),  which  at  once  con- 
firmed the  reading  I  had  as  yet  feared  to  pronounce,  although  the 
image  of  a  richly  bedecked  horse,  unfettered  by  bridle  or  rider,  had 
led  me  to  imagine  some  allusion  to  the  celebrated  horse-sacrifice 
undertaken  by  one  or  two  of  the  most  powerful  of  the  ancient  sovereigns 
of  India.  The  deficient  letters  of  one  reading  happen  to  be  everywhere 
supplied  by  the  other,  so  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  the  whole, 
^W^V  M^l^l^t  asvamedha  pardkrama,  '  the  hero  or  paramount  hero 
of  the  Asvamedha.'  The  female  holding  a  chaurf  to  fan  the  flies  from 
the  devoted  horse,  is,  I  presume,  one  of  the  princesses  acting  as  his 
attendant.  Under  the  horse,  on  both  coins,  is  the  syllabic  letter  ^  si. 
History  must  be  searched,  if  indeed  any  history  can  be  found,  ere  we 
can  determine  who  may  lay  claim  to  this  fine  and  curious  medal, 
which,  for  the  present,  closes  our  series  of  the  earlier  Kanauj  coinage. 

Fig.  33,  of  which  Dr.  Swiney  has  numerous  specimens,  is  inserted 
in  this  plate  because  of  the  style  of  its  alphabet.  The  inscription  is 
read  by  Dr.  Swiney  4|f  1<|<i|  ^nf^fif  Mdhdrdja  Qanapati} 

It  will  be  right  to  mention  here,  that  one  more  of  the  Gupta  family 
appears  on  a  coin,  in  the  Willoughby  collection,  of  which  a  fac- 
simile is  given  in  the  'Asiatic  Researches,'  plate  i.  I  have  seen 
the  coin  itself,  and  the  fac-simile  is  tbrrect,  though  the  two  first 
letters  are  of  doubtful  nature.  Mr.  Wilson  read  the  whole  Nora-  Gupta  : 
Dr.  Mill,  Sasi-Gupta.    1  have  nothing  new  to  offer  on  the  subject. ' 

>  [To  Bhew  how  extensive  the  vasae  of  these  coins  must  have  been,  I  may  mention 
that  Col.  Stacy's  collection  coonts  no  less  than  3,479  specimens  of  the  class,  though 
these  were  possibly  the  produce  of  a  single  hoard !] 

s  Since  finishing  my  plate,  I  have  received  a  drawinj^  of  a  small  silver  coin  from 
Mr.  Tregear,  found  at  Jaunpur,  having  a  head  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other  a  bird 
with  outspread  wings,  under  which,  in  clearly  defined  characters,  is  mm  jm 
Chandra-Gupta,  ^^Jn 
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Having  now  ocular  demonstration  of  the  intimate  re- 
lation of  the  Indo-Scjrthic  with  the  second  class  of  Hindu 
coins,  the  question  naturally  suggests  itself,  whether  his- 
tory is  altogether  silent  on  a  point  of  such  curious  interest  ? 

In  first  contradiction  of  such  an  inference,  we  find 
that  the  Indo-Scythic  origin  of  the  Bahtor  dynasty  of 
Kanauj  has  been  advanced  on  very  plausible  grounds  by 
the  highest  authority  on  this  subject,  Col.  Tod,  the 
annalist  of  Bajput4na.^  He  obtained  from  a  Jati  (yati)  or 
Jain  priest  of  a  temple  at  Nadolaye,  an  ancient  town  in 
Marwar,  a  genealogical  roll  of  the  Bahtors,  about  fifty 
feet  in  length.  After  detailing  the  usual  theogony,  it 
describes  the  production  of  the  first  Bahtor  *  from  the 
spine  {raht)  of  Indra,'  the  nominal  fitther  being  '  Yavan- 
aswa,  prince  of  Parlipur.'  Of  the  topography  of  Parlipur, 
the  Bahtors  have  no  other  notion  than  that  it  was  in  the 
north :  but  in  the  declared  race  of  their  progenitor,  a 
Yavan  or  Greek  prince  of  the  Aswa  or  Asi  tribe — one  of 
the  four  which  overturned  the  Greek  kingdom  of  Bactria — 
we  have  a  proof  of  the  Scythic  origin  of  this  Bajput  family. 

May  it  not  be  possible  that  the  Yavana  prince  here 
alluded  to  may  be  the  Azos  (in  Pehlvi,  A20)  of  the  series 
of  Bactrian  coins  published  in  my  last  notice?  The 
Sanskrit  word  aswa  would  be  pronounced  asoy  and  be 
thus  written  in  Persian  or  Pehlvl  (as  deo  for  deva^  etc.) 
The  number  and  variety  of  his  coins  would  imply  that 
the  name  or  title  was  that  of  a  considerable  dynasty,  and 
some  of  the  devices,  (for  example,  Nos.  10,  11,  pi.  xvi.) 
of  the  goddess  holding  a  cornucopia,  may  have  naturally 
been  the  prototype  of  the  Eanauj  coins. 

1  Tod's  <  Annals  of  R&jasth&n,'  ii.,  6, 
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A  considerable  interval  (from  300?  to  470  a.d.) 
provokingly  occurs  between  the  name  of  Yavanasva  and 
the  next  prince,  in  Tod^s  list — ^whether  dso  omitted  in 
the  Jain  original,  or  filled  up  only  by  barbarous  and 
uninteresting  names,  we  are  not  informed : — the  blank  is 
relieved  at  length  by  the  name  of  a  genuine  Hind6, 
Nayana-pala ;  but  it  happens  that  the  missing  part  is  the 
very  one  that  could  alone  throw  light  upon  our  numis- 
matic discoveries.  Several  coins  (including  the  whole 
series  of  Kadphises  and  Kanerkis)  intervene  after  Azos, 
before  we  are  brought  to  the  absolute  link-coins  of  the 
Indo-Scythic  and  Hindli  dynasties. 

The  name  of  Nayana-pala  bears  so  near  a  resemblance 
to  "NaTayana-Gupta,  that  a  strong  temptation  arises  to 
regenerate  Tod's  prince  in  him,  on  the  same  grounds  on 
which  his  predecessor  has  been  brought  to  life  in  Azos. 

Indeed,  it  would  hardly  be  exceeding  the  bounds  of 
legitimate  conjecture  (where  all  is  mere  conjecture)  to 
adopt  a  historical  representative  of  our  Eanerki  himself 
in  the  Kenek-sen  of  Tod,  sen  being,  according  to  him, 
merely  a  martial  affix,  equivdentto  ^General'  or  Sendpatu 

K!enek-sen,  the  founder  of  the  Balhara  dynasty,  ac^ 
cording  to  the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  the  chronicles 
consulted  by  Tod,  emigrated  to  Saurashtra  about  the 
year  144  a.d.*  *from  the  most  northern  province  of 
India,  Lohkot  or  Ldhor.^  In  date  and  locality  this  origin 
would  agree  well  with  Kanerki ;  nor  would  it  even  set 
aside  the  former  supposition  of  the  same  prince  being  the 
Tartar  Kaniska  of  the  Kashmir  history;  since  that 
prince  is  made  the  sixth  in  succession  after  Asoka,  the 

1  Tod'8'B&ja8th&ir/i.215. 
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great  patron  of  the  Buddhists,  who  is  placed  by  their 
chronology  in  250  b.c.,  but  who,  when  the  correction  for 
Chandra-Gupta  is  applied,  will  fall  full  50  years  later. 

In  reasoning  upon  the  probable  seat  of  these  obscure 
dynasties,  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  to  confine  ourselves 
to  one  spol.  The  annals  of  Mewar,  Dihli,  Malwa, 
Saurashti-a,  show  a  continual  intermixture,  as  diflterent 
princes  acquired  the  ascendancy. 

Kanauj  has  been  fixed  upon  as  the  locale  of  the 
present  class  of  gold  coins,  for  the  obyious  reason  that 
they  are  most  frequently  found  in  its  ruins,  not  that  any 
history  ascribes  them  to  this  town ;  for  the  history  of 
Zanauj  is  a  perfect  blank  anterior  to  the  fifth,  we  may 
even  say  the  tenth  century :  and,  if  the  town  had  been 
suddenly  involved  in  destruction,  it  is  only  certain  that 
the  coins  found  afterwards  in  its  ruins  would  be  those  of 
the  particular  epoch,  whether  coined  there  or  elsewhere. 

[It  ifl  singular  that  these  coins  are  rarely,  if  ever,  found  in 
Afgh&nist&n.  Mr.  Masson's  ample  collection  does  not  contribute 
even  a  solitary  specimen  (' Ariana  Antiqua/  416).  In  like  manner, 
Major  Abbott's  extensive  acquisitions  in  Huz&rah  do  not  afford 
us  a  single  example  of  the  Gupta  coinage  proper,  though  the  col- 
lection is  not  deficient  in  an  imitative  coinage  of  the  same  class. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  *  finds '  in  the  N.W.  provinces  have 
been  frequent,  and  often  of  considerable  amount. 

Major  Kittoe  notices  the  discovery  of  a  hoard  amounting 
to  about  180  in  the  Ben&res  division,  and  the  district  of 
Goruckhpore  has  lately  Airmshed  a  batch  of  twenty. 

However,  the  sites  of  discovery  are  of  but  minor  importance 
in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  as  the  inscriptions  of  the 
dynasty  have  now  supplied  us  with  safer  data  whereon  to  base 
our  inferences  as  to  the  seat  and  extent  of  the  monarchy.] 
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There  are  arguments  in  favour  of  placing  the  seat  of 
government  further  to  the  west,  for  instance  at  Ujjaynl. 
In  the  first  place,  the  perfect  identity  of  the  coin-alphabet 
with  that  of  the  Gujar4t  inscriptions  lately  decyphered 
by  Wathen : — then,  the  prevalent  worship  of  the  snn  in 
Sanrdshtra,  and  at  Ujjdyini,  where  this  object  still  forms 
the  distinguishing  symbol  on  the  coinage,^  agrees  well 
with  the  effigy  of  okpo  and  apaokpo  on  the  Indo-Scythic 
coins,^  Again,  the  peacock  of  many  of  the  Kanauj  reverses 
is  found  on  one  of  the  principal  series  of  Saurashtra  coins, 
as  will  hereafter  be  shewn;  and  Tod  states  that  this 
sacred  bird  of  the  Hindii  Mars  (Kumara)  was  the  favorite 
armorial  emblem  of  the  Rajput  warrior.  Lastly,  many 
of  the  names  on  these  coins  may  be  traced  in  the  cata- 
logues of  the  Malwa  and  Gujarat  princes;  Vikrama, 
Chandra,  Samudra,  Kumara,  Ajita,  etc. ;  the  last  four  are 
coupled,  it  is  true,  with  the  family  affix  Pdla  instead  of 
Gupta ;  but  both  of  these  have  the  same  signification. 

In  the  ^Bajavali^  of  R4ja  Eaghundth,  quoted  by 
Wilford  as  the  chief  authority  in  Central  and  Western 
India,  we  find  a  sovereign  named  Vikrama  reigning  in  the 
year  191  a.d.,  and  succeeded,  or  rather  supplanted,  ninety 
years  later  by  a  Samudra-pala.  The  deeds  attributed  to 
these  two  axe  supposed  to  be  merely  an  interpolation  of 
the  fabulous  history  of  Vikramdditya  and  Sdlivahana;* 
but  the  occurrence  of  these  two  names  is  very  curious, 
allied  to  the  circumstance  and  appearance  of  the  two 
coins,  figs.  25  and  26  of  plate  xxiii. 

^  The  greater  banner  of  Mew6r  also  exhibits  a  golden  sun  on  a  crimson  field. 
Tod,  i.,  137. 

>  £hatarka,  *  son-cherished'  is  a  title  of  the  earliest  Valabhi  r&ja  in  Wathen's 
Inscription,  p,  262,  '  '  As.  Res.',  iz.,  135. 
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The  only  other  instance  of  the  occurrence  of  the  name 
Samudra-Gupta,  that  I  am  aware  of,  is  on  the  AUahdbad 
pillar,  where  he  appears  as  the  son  of  a  Chandra-Gupta ; 
and  from  the  close  similarity  of  the  alphabets  of  the  coins 
and  of  the  Lats,  no  reasonable  doubt  can  be  entertained 
that  they  relate  to  the  same  individual — ^a  fact  predicted 
by  Dr.  Mill  in  his  valuable  observations  on  this  new  race 
of  kings  (Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.,  vol.  iii.  p.  267),  to  which 
the  reader  is  referred  for  all  the  light  that  collateral 
history  affords  on  the  subject. 

The  name  of  Yikrama  is  referred  by  Marsden  to 
Vikram-tschand  (Vikrama-chandra)  of  the  fourth  century, 
in  Anquetil's  list  of  the  kings  of  Central  India.^  Kumara- 
p&la  is  also  one  of  the  many  names  of  Salivahana. 

There  is  no  reason,  however,  why  Kanauj  should  not 
at  some  periods  have  been  united  under  one  sovereignty 
with  the  western  provinces.  The  great  Vikramaditya 
(whose  appellation  in  full  is  found  on  one  of  Marsden^s 
coins)  conquered  Indraprastha,  and  extended  his  sway 
over  the  whole  of  India. 

The  Eahtor  sovereigns  of  Kanauj,  after  its  conquest 
by  Nayana-pala,  Tod  says,  assumed  the  title  of  Kam-dhuj 
(Kama-dhvaja).  If  this  alluded  to  their  armorial  insignia, 
we  may  thus  find  an  explanation  of  the  standard  on  the 
earlier  coins; — ^and  it  may  be  equally  applied  to  the 
aparcyita-dhvaja  of  fig.  16. 

Another  curious  circumstance  is  mentioned  in  Tod's 
chronicles  of  Marwar,  that  may  help  us  a  step  forward  in 
the  investigation  of  this  obscure  history.  It  is  there 
said,  *  Dharma-Bhumbo  had  a  son,  Ajaya  Chandra.     For 

»  *Nuiii.  Orient.',  ii.  727. 
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twenty-one  generations  they  bore  the  titles  of  Eao,  after- 
wards that  of  K4ja.'  We  are  again  left  in  the  dark  as  to 
who  first  assumed  the  title  of  Eaja ;  but  as  we  find  the 
title  ^  Eao^  in  Greek,  visible  on  the  very  latest  coin  that 
bears  an  inscription  in  that  character,  while  on  the  fine 
gold  coin,  discovered  by  Lieut  ConoUy,  of  Vikrama,  fig. 
25,  we  have  the  title,  Maharaja  Adhiraja  Sri,  quite  dis- 
tinct; it  must  have  been  between  the  two  that  the 
change  of  title  was  assumed.  But  I  should  be  inclined 
to  interpret  the  above  passage  in  the  Yati's  roll  as  mean- 
ing that,  up  to  Aji  Chandra,  or  for  the  twenty-one  genera- 
tions preceding  him,  the  title  Eao  had  been  used,  and 
henceforward  that  of  Eaja  was  adopted :  for  why  should 
the  historian  allude  to  the  circumstance  until  the  change 
of  title  actually  took  place?  Moreover,  there  are  only 
sixteen  generations  mentioned  from  Aji  Chandra  down 
to  the  last  of  the  Kanauj  sovereigns,  the  celebrated  Jaya 
Chandra  or  Jey-Chand,  anterior  to  whom  the  title  was 
certainly  borne,  for  we  find  it  on  the  coins  of  Vikrama, 
Samudra-Gupta,  and  others,  names  not  included  in  the 
list,  but  which  we  know,  from  the  style  of  the  Deva- 
nagari  character,  must  have  belonged  to  a  much  earlier 
epoch  than  the  seventh  or  eighth  century,  in  which 
Bhumbo  is  placed. 

Dr.  Mill  has  led  us  to  put  little  faith  in  the  authority 
of  the  bards  and  panegyrists  of  the  native  courts ;  and  it 
must  be  confessed,  that  the  contrast  of  Tod's  genealogy 
with  the  incontestible  testimony  of  the  Sanskrit  inscrip- 
tions read  by  Colebrooke,  Fell,  and  Wilson,  is  enough 
to  perplex  the  most  ingenious  amalgamist !  We  must, 
then,  maintain  a  thorough  independence  of  all  such  tra- 
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ditionary  documents,  and  adhere  in  preference  to  the 
faithfu]  evidence  of  monuments  and  coins.  In  the  pre- 
sent  case,  I  have  shewn  how  these  confirm  one  another 
in  a  remarkable  and  unexpected  manner  in  regard  to  the 
names  on  the  Allahdbad  pillar  inscription  'No.  2,  all  of 
which  re-appear  on  these  early  Eanauj  coins.  In  a 
subsequent  paper,  I  shall  produce  equally  conyincing 
evidence  that  those  of  the  Benares  and  Dihli  inscriptions 
are  reproduced  upon  a  second  series  of  Kanauj  coins  of 
a  much  more  modem  character. 

All,  then,  that  can  be  now  attempted  is  to  recapitulate 
the  names  that  have  been  brought  to  light  in  the  present 
investigation,  names  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the 
joint  contributions  of  not  less  than  a  dozen  friends,^ 
leaving  the  proper  arrangement  of  them  to  a  more 
advanced  stage  of  our  knowledge  than  we  at  present 
possess. 

The  following  are  the  names  and  titles  that  appear 
on  the  coins  of  the  two  last  plates : — 

1 .  jSri  aparqfit(hdhvaja  KumdrO'  Chipta  pardkrama. 

2.  Sri  ViJcrama  Chandra, 

3.  A'paii-rurhah,  or  Bh-kpati-rwha. 

4.  Eragkpta  paragufptaj. 
6.     Chandra-Gupta. 

6.  Mahdrdja  adhirdja  Sri  .  ...  Sri  pradyu  Vthnma. 

7.  Sri  Vikrama  Narendra- Gupta. 

8.  Mahdrdja  adhirdja  Sri  Samudra- Gupta. 

9.  .  .  Sri  hal  vikrama  ITumdra- Gupta 

1 0.  Ajita  Manatri'  Gupta. 

11.  Awamedha  pardkrama. 
To  these  may  be  added  the 

12.  Vikramdditya,  of  Marsden's  ooUectLon,  and  the 

13.  Sasi'  Gupta,  of  Wilson's  plates. 

1  Ventara,  Kar&mat  'All,  Wade,  Tregear,  Cmmingbani,  Burt,  Stacy,  Watson, 
Smith,  Sinney,  Cracioft,  and  GcnoUy. 
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XI.— NOTICES  OF  ANCIENT  HINDU'  COINS. 

f  Continued,  J 
(plate  xxiv.— HINDir  COINS  OF  MID  AGE.) 

To  whatever  period  it  may  be  finally  detennined  to 
adjudge  the  series  of  Gupta  coins  described  in  my  last 
paper,  there  can  be  no  hesitation  in  regard  to  the  first 
group  of  the  present  plate ;  though  here  again,  had  it 
not  been  for  inscriptions  relating  to  the  same  period,  the 
absence  of  credible  history  would  have  left  us  as  much  in 
the  dark  as  ever. 

These  coins  are  found,  like  the  former,  in  greatest 
abundance  in  the  vicinity  of  Kanauj.  Ten  of  them  were 
picked  out  of  a  remittance  from  the  Cawnpur  Treasury, 
The  Asiatic  Society  possesses  some  found  at  AUahdbad 
by  Dr.  Tytler ;  I  have  several  from  Azimgarh  and  other 
places,  besides  four  of  gold  in  Karamat  'All's  collection 
fix)m  the  Panjab;  Col.  Smithy  Dr.  Swiney,  and  Lieut. 
Cimningham,  also  possess  specimens,  and  I  have  ex« 
amined  those  in  Col.  Willoughby's  cabinet ;  but  the  most 
plentiful  supply — of  gold,  silver,  and  copper — exists  in 
Col.  Stacy's  cabinet,  whence  I  have  selected  most  of  the 
specimens  now  engraved. 

It  is  rather  singular  that  no  mention  of  a  species  of 
coin  comparatively  so  common,  is  to  be  found  in  Mars- 
den's  ^Numismata  Orientalia.'  The  only  published 
drawings  of  them  are,   I  believe,  those  accompanying 

19 
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"Wilson's  notice  in  the  ^  Asiatic  Researches,'  vol.  xvii., 
which  were  taken  from  coins  in  his  and  my  own  cabinets. 
This  gentleman  was  the  first  to  attribute  them  to  their 
rightful  place  in  history,  although  he  had  but  one  well- 
ascertained  name  (Govinda  Chandra)  to  guide  his  judg- 
ment. Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  several 
collections  mentioned  above,  I  have  now  succeeded  in 
adding  five  new  names  to  his  list,  so  rapid  is  the  progress 
and  success  of  the  efforts  now  directed  to  this  line  of 
research. 

The  figure  on  the  obverse  of  all  these  coins  is  of 
precisely  the  same  character ; — ^a  rudely-executed  front 
view  of  a  male  or  female  (it  is  diJficult  to  say  which), 
seated  in  the  native  fashion,  with  a  glory  round  the  head, 
and  some  incomprehensible  objects  in  her  hands.  Wilson 
names  her  Lakshmf ,  on  the  ground  that  the  princes  of 
the  Bahtor  dynasty  were  of  the  Yaishnava  sect.  In  this 
ease,  we  may  recognise  in  her  the  female  holding  the 
cornucopia  of  the  former  £anauj  group,  sadly  altered  for 
the  worse  in  point  of  execution. 

The  inscriptions  on  the  reverse  are,  with  one  excep- 
tion, easily  legible ;  they  are  in  a  much  more  modem 
style  of  Devanagari  than  the  last,  differing  little  from 
the  present  form,  except  as  to  the  vowel  inflection  ^, 
which  &lls  behind  the  consonant  to  which  it  is  attached, 
as  in  the  Gaur  or  Beng&lf  alphabet.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  the  letter /(fig.  8),  which  assimilates  to  the 
Bengali  and  Tibetan  forms,  and  serves  admirably  to  shew 
the  transition  of  this  letter  frx)m  its  original  shape  in  the 
most  ancient  alphabet,  where  it  closely  resembles  the 
Boman  E,  to  its  present  modified  form,  ^. 
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The  figures  in  my  plate  are  not  placed  with  any  re- 
gard to  chronological  order,  but  rather  according  to  their 
comparative  frequency  of  occurrence :  figs.  1  and  2  being 
by  far  the  most  numerous  of  the  set. 

On  fig.  1,  we  make  out  the  words  ^   4|<|£€|  ^  |  ^i  mad 

Jd^eya  dsva.  This  variety  is  comparatively  common  in  gold.  lieut. 
Cunningham  has  one  of  silver. 

^Lfig^Vthemost  common  of  the  class,  are  the  very  distinct  words 
^  'nflt^^^^^;  below  the  letters  ft  and  ^  are  dots,  which 
supply  the  place  of  the  n  or  ammdra,  so  that  the  full  reading  should 
doubtiess  be  ^  if^  ^ftft^  ^^[^»  '^^i  mad  Gavinda  Chandra-deva. 
The  gold  of  some  specimens  of  this  variety  is  of  inferior  quality. 

Fig.  3  is  the  one  I  have  noted  as  being  difficult  to  decypher.  I 
have  as  yet  only  found  one  of  the  sort ;  it  is  of  CoL  Stacy's  cabinet 
The  letters  visible  are  ^  ^Tj^T  ^O^  l||4f,  Sri  mad  Mma  have  ehe 
nam.  The  v  may  possibly  be  an  r,  making  the  reading  Mama  Mart ; 
but  we  must  wait  the  discovery  of  duplicates  before  we  can  complete 
or  rectify  this  uncertain  name. 

Fig.  4  (Kardmat ' Ali)  is  more  easily  legible,  ^  TH^pT^  ^TWr  ^ 
SH  mat  Kwna/ra  Pdla  dwa. 

Fig.  6,  horn,  the  same  collection,  is  a  small  coin  of  the  same  prince. 

Fig.  5  is  equally  distinct — ^  iT^Uft  ^nW  ^  Sri  man  Mah<  Fdla 
deva.    It  is  from  a  single  coin  in  Col.  Stacy's  collection. 

Figs.  7  and  8  (Stacy),  one  of  copper,  the  other  of  silver,  help  to 
decypher  one  another.  The  complete  legend  is  ^  in^  ^  Sri 
Ajaya  dwa, 

Lieut.  Cunningham  has  sent  me  an  impression  of  a  copper  coin  of 
the  same  class,  on  which  the  name  appears  to  be  ^  Tfnr  ^  %^~~* 
probably  Sri  mad  Laikahmi  {Pdla  or  Chandra  ?)  deva. 

[I  have  examined  the  now  somewhat  comprehensive  series 
of  this  class  of  money  in  the  British  Museum  and  East  India 
House  collections,  with  a  view  to  confirm  and  extend  Prinsep's 
readings  from  the  limited  nimiber  of  specimens  submitted  to  his 
scrutiny,    I  may  summarize  the  results  as  follows : — 

No.  1.  ^  innt^  t^- 

In  this  case  I  must  confess  that  the  new  rendering  is  nearly* 
as  open  to  objection  as  the  original  transcript.  However,  I  am 
forced,  for  consistency's  sake,  to  reject  the  previous  assignment  of 
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the  compound  suffix  as  b|>  when  a  seemingly  identical  fonn  is 
made  to  do  duty  in  No.  3  for  if ;  even  if  the  palaBographic 
necessities  did  not  otherwise  imperatively  demand  the  con- 
cession !     (See  also  '  Ariana  Antiqua/  xx.  23.) 

(2)  ^  inf1«i^  ^  i 

(Also  *  Ariana  Antiqua/  xx.  22.) 

(3)  ?ft  9ff^  ^  ^rm  I 

(Also  '  Ariana  Antiqua/  xxi.  25.) 
This    type  of  Muhammad  bin  Sfim's  local  coins    is    com- 
paratively rare.     There  are  five  specimens  in  the  East  India 
House. 

(4  and  6)   ^  iR^lTC  ^ITW  ^  I 

(Also  '  Ariana  Antiqua,'  xx.  24.) 
There  are  no  less  than  sixteen  of  these  coins  in  the  East 
India  House. 

I  have  no  new  specimens  of  No.  6,  wherewith  to  check  the 
first  decipherment. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  I  may  cite  a  sufficiently  common 
coin,  hitherto  unpublished,  bearing  the  epigraph  of 

as  well  as  the  following  variety  of  Muhammad  bin  S£m's 
mintages,  of  which  there  are  no  less  than  twenty-one  examples 
in  the  East  India  Company's  cabinet. 

(See  also  ^Ariana  Antiqua,'  xx.  25,  26.) 
No.  27  of  *  Ariana  Antiqua,'  xx.,  is  proved  by  the  original 
coin  to  bear  the  same  inscription.] 

It  was,  as  I  have  said  above,  the  occurrence  of  the 
name  of  Govinda  Chandra-deva  which  led  Mr.  Wilson 
to  ascribe  this  group  to  the  Eahtor  princes  of  Eanauj, 
who  held  the  sceptre  of  that  ancient  city  for  a  century 
prior  to  the  overthrow  of  their  last  and  best  known  R4ja, 
Jycband  (Jaya-Chandra),   by  Shahab-ud-din.       One  of 
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our  coins  undoubtedly  belongs  to  the  former  prince,  and 
it  may  perhaps  be  allowable  to  give  the  last  two,  figs.  7 
and  8,  to  Jychand  himself,  whose  proper  name  may  hav0 
been  Ajaya  Chandra- deya ;  the  family  name  Chandra 
being  frequently  omitted  both  in  writings  and  in  inscrip- 
tions. But  the  remaining  coins  of  our  series,  two  of 
them  haAring  the  family  name  Pdla,  cannot  be  reconciled 
with  any  of  the  princes  in  the  short  Eahtor  line,  of  which 
every  individual,  from  the  first  conqueror,  Chandra-deva, 
in  A.I).  1072,  is  known  to  us  through  the  concurrent  testi- 
mony of  several  inscriptions.  What  was  the  antecedent 
dynasty  ?  has  been  a  question  hitherto  imperfectly  an- 
swered ;  the  traditions  cited  by  Tod  being,  as  stated  in 
my  last  paper,  at  total  variance  with  inscriptions.  The 
latter,  indeed,  only  record  two  names,  Tasovigraha  (or 
Sripala?)  and  Mahichandra,  prior  to  the  conquest  of 
Chandra-deva.  The  latter  of  these  should  probably  have 
been  Mahipala,  of  whose  reign  in  the  early  part  of  the 
eleventh  century,  the  inscriptions  at  Samath,  Dindjpur, 
and  jimgachi  supply  ample  evidence,  now  indeed  con- 
firmed by  the  superscription  of  his  coin  in  fig.  6.  Taso- 
vigraha, in  like  manner,  may  be  referred  to  the  Vigraha- 
pala-deva  of  the  Dinajpur  inscription,  and  thus  the  sur- 
name of  Fala  may  be  restored  to  both  these  princes. 

Although  G^ur  in  Bengal  was  the  original  seat  of  the 
Fala  family,  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  had 
acquired  the  paramount  sovereignty  of  India,  and  that 
the  seat  of  their  government  was  fixed,  for  a  time  at  least, 
in  Kanauj.  Indeed,  branches  of  the  same  family  may  be 
traced  to  the  westward — to  the  Palas  of  Malwa,  one  of 
whom  (Ananga-pala)  rebuilt  Dihll,  or  re-established  it  as 
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his  capital ;  and  perhaps  eyen  to  Gujar&t,  where  we  find 
the  occurrence  of  a  Eum&ra-pala  in  1100,  who  may  pro- 
bably be  the  owner  of  our  coin,  fig.  4,  especially  as  his 
son  is  named  Ajaya  Pala,  who  may  be  the  Ajaya-deva 
of  figs.  7,  8.  In  evidence  of  the  identity  of  this  family, 
it  may  be  sufficient  to  note  a  few  fetcts,  referring  to  the 
elaborate  observations  of  Wilford,  and  the  subsequent 
notices  of  Colebrooke,  and  those  of  Fell  and  Wilson,  in 
the  *  Asiatic  Besearches,'  vol.  xv. 

The  list  of  the  kings  of  Gwall4r,  noticed  by  Wilford, 
consists  of  eighty-five  names,  all  Jiaving  the  affix  of  Pala, 
^  in  accordance  with  the  prediction  of  Guapala  the  hermit, 
their  progenitor.^  *  Now  the  founder  of  the  Gaur  family 
of  Bengal  is  equally  a  Go-pala,  though  some  authorities 
call  him  Bhii-pdla,  a  name  of  much  the  same  import,  and 
denotiQg  his  rustic  extraction. 

Again,  the  grandson  of  Ananga-pala,  the  Tuar  con- 
queror of  Dihli,  is  stated  to  have  returned  to  Gaur,  *  his 
native  country,'  after  the  defeat  and  death  of  Prithivi 
Pala,  or  Pithaura.  Thus,  Ananga-p&la  too  was  of  the 
Bengal  family :  moreover,  he  was  either  the  grandson 
or  the  fifth  in  descent  from  Chandra  Pala,^  or  Chitra 
Pdla  (Wilford)  of  Mdlwa,  ^  who  swayed  all  India,'  after 
Jayananda ;  and  the  Musalman  writers  affirm  that  ^  after 
Gebal  (or  Chait  Pdla),  the  Balhara  kings  of  Gujardt 
became  paramount  emperors  of  India.'  *  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, absolutely  necessary  to  travel  so  far  to  the  west  for 
a  £umara  Pala,  since  in  Abu-'l-Fazl's  list  we  find  a 
prince  of  this  name  immediately  following  Ananga-pala  in 
Mdlwa ;  and  Ferishta  also  makes  a  Kunwer  Bay  (Baja 

1  *Ab.  Res/,  ix.  164.  »  *Ayin-i  Akbarl.'  3  *  As.  Res.',  ix.,  164. 


AET.  XL]  ANCIENT  raNDU   COINS,  29S 

Kumara-pala)  reigning  at  Eanauj  on  the  invasion  of 
Mahmtid.  There  is  evidently  some  connection  between 
all  these  different  dynasties,  and  although  the  subject  is 
now  involved  in  almost  inextricable  confusion,  from  the 
discrepancy  of  the  several  lists  in  the  *  Ayfn-i  Akbarf,^ 
in  Eaghunath's  ^  E^javali,'  and  in  the  ^  Agni  Purana;'  we 
may  hope,  through  the  fortunate  discovery  of  the  present 
coins,  and  others  that  we  may  now  confidently  expect  will 
succeed  them,  to  arrange  the  names  in  a  satis&ctory  and 
coherent  manner.  It  is  evident  that  the  Kanauj  mint 
produced  this  series  continuously,  as  the  alphabetic  type 
is  preserved  through  the  whole  unaltered.  It  will  be 
seen  presently  that  the  same  distinctive  characters 
appear  at  a  particular  point,  both  in  the  coinage  of 
Gujarat,  and  in  that  of  Chitor  or  Mewdr ;  and  in  both 
cases  sufficient  of  the  name  remains  visible  to  shew  that 
it  terminates  in  Fala-deva;  and  therefore,  that  it  marks 
the  spread  and  paramount  sovereignty  of  the  GFaur  family 
across  the  whole  continent  of  India. 

Figs.  13  to  16  are  silver  coins  found  in  abundance  in  many  parts  of 
India,  but  cbiefly  towards  the  desert  to  the  west  of  DihU.  Stacy's 
cabinet  is  rich  in  them.  Wilson's  plates  exhibit  others  from  Col. 
Mackenzie's  and  my  own  collection.  They  weigh  on  an  average  fifty 
grains,  or  three  mdshas. 

On  the  obverse  is  a  figure  of  the  Boar,  or  Yardha  Avatdr  of 
Vishnu,  and  the  ehahra  or  '  discus '  of  this  god  is  visible  on  many  of 
the  specimens.  The  character  on  the  reverse  is,  again,  of  quite  a  new 
form.  Instead  of  the  square-built  Gaur  alphabet,  or  the  Gujaritf 
letters,  we  have  here  the  nail-headed  letter  common  to  the  inscriptions 
(of  the  Takshac,  Jit,  and  Mori  princes  of  Haravatf  and  Malwd,  described 
in  Tod's  '  Eajasthan,'  App.  vol.  i.)  which  belong  chiefly  to  the  7th| 
8th,  and  9th  centuries.  This  vague  coincidence  may  help  in  assigning 
the  place  and  period  of  their  coinage,  which  otherwise  there  are  no 
data  to  trace.  The  full  legend  of  the  coins,  made  out  from  collation  of 
the  engraved  figures  and  from  many  others  in  Stacy's  cabinet^   is 
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^  ^€|f^m,|f:  Sri  mad  ddi  Fardha,  which  is  nothing  more  than 
the  title  of  the  incarnation,  and  affords  no  clue  to  its  appropriation. 
Below  the  legend  is,  in  general,  visible,  a  square  or  oblong  central 
ornament,  with  two  balusters  on  the  sides :  their  intent  is  beyond  my 
apprehension. 

Fig.  17  differs  from  the  preceding  in  the  reverse,  although  its 
general  similarity,  and  its  being  found  in  company,  shew  it  to  belong  to 
the  same  family.  The  two  baluster-looking  ornaments  again  meet  the 
eye.  On  the  reverse,  is  the  initial  word  ift  «rf,  and  below  it  ^  yo  or 
1|t  po.  The  flourish  on  the  left  hand  is  evidently  intended  for  a 
human  face  viewed  in  profile. 

In  18  the  word  Sri  ifl  again  very  distinct,  but  the  head  of  the 
Boar-god  is  also  apparent.  In  the  Society's  plate,  I  was  the  cause  of 
Wilson's  mistaking  the  word  ^  for  the  letter  V  reversed,  from  my 
having  engraved  the  figure  upside  down. 

In  19  and  20  the  human  profile  is  better  defined  than  in  17.  The 
contour  of  the  ear,  cheek,  and  shoulder  may  be  distinguished ;  the  eye, 
nose,  and  lips,  are  represented  by  dots.  In  20,  the  w^ord  Sri  is  still 
discernible.  On  the  reverse  is  a  single  letter,  either  k,  9,  or  m,  amidst 
flourishes. 

In  21  the  boar  again  appears,  with  the  letters  ^^vaha,  or  perhaps 
|[^  ek.  Of  this  sort,  a  quantity  were  dug  up  while  I  was  at  Benares. 
Mr.  Gubbins  found  several  at  Gurg&on  to  the  south-west  of  DihK. 

It  seems  impossible  that  coins  so  plentifully  found  in 
Upper  India  should  have  been  strack  in  the  peninstda, 
or  we  might,  from  the  device  and  superscription,  attribute 
them  to  the  Vijayanagar  sovereignty;  for  Col.  Wilks 
inform  us,  that  '  Varaha,'  ^  the  boar,'  one  of  the  incarna- 
tions of  Vishnu,  was  the  emblem  which  these  rajas 
adopted  as  the  impression  on  their  ffold  coins,  and  the 
coin  was  and  is  named  ^  Yaraha '  in  consequence,  in  the 
Hindu  languages  of  the  south.  The  restriction,  however, 
of  this  name  to  the  small  gold  coin  or  htins  of  the  south, 
ij3  against  this  hypothesis.  One  of  the  Vijayanagar 
Varahas  (of  Deva  Baya  ?)  is  depicted  as  fig.  80  of  Mr. 
Wilson's  plates ;  and,  though  the  attitude  of  the  Avatar 
is  a  rude  imitation  of  ours,  the  form  of  the  Nagari 
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character  is  there  essentially  different,  and  much  more 
modem. 

Similarity  of  name  might  tempt  us  to  assign  them  to 
the  Varahas,  a  powerful  Indo-Scythic  tribe  to  the  west  of 
Jesalmer,  who  were  frequently  in  collision  with  the 
Bhattis  in  the  eighth  century,  at  the  foundation  of 
Tunnote.'  But  it  does  not  appear  from  Col.  Pottinger's 
description  of  them  under  the  name  of  Brahtiis,  that  these 
were  ever  of  the  Hindu  faith,  whereas  the  emblem  and 
inscription  could  have  proceeded  only  from  an  authority 
strictly  Yaishnava. 

Pig.  22,  from  the  Stacy  collection,  would  appear  to  be  an  inter- 
loper in  the  Upper  Provinces ;  since  the  majority  of  this  type  have 
hitherto  been  found  in  Ceylon,  some  in  the  palace  at  Kandy,  others 
by  Col.  McKenzie  at  Dipaldinna.  They  all,  however,  belong  to  the 
genuine  Hindu  r&jas  of  that  island,  judging  from  the  alphabet  and 
the  name. 

The  rude  outline  on  the  obverse  is  intended,  probably,  for  a  raja 
holding  some  mace  or  warlike  weapon  in  his  right  hand.  On  the 
reverse,  he  is  seated  in^  lounging  position,  with  a  view  to  make  room 
for  the  inscription  on  the  side.  This,  in  the  specimen  before  us,  is 
^  Wm  ^RI  'W  Sri  mayd  tray  a  malla.  The  second  word  is  read  by 
Marsden,  in  a  specimen  very  like  it,  ^^  daya.  And,  on  another  coin, 
he  finds  the  name  of  Yijaya  f^flRTC^nrO  well  known  in  the  history 
of  Ceylon.  Wilson  does  not  attempt  to  read  the  names  on  his  coins, 
which  are  badly  drawn ;  but,  on  comparing  them,  they  appear  not 
essentially  to  differ  from  Col.  Stacy's.  No  family  of  the  name  of 
Malla  occurs  in  the  Indian  genealogies  except  in  Kipdl,  where,  from 
the  thirteenth  century  to  the  Gorkhi  conquest,  the  reigning  prince 
almost  always  bore  the  affix  of  MaUa.  In  Tumour's  catalogue  of  the 
Ceylon  monarchs  I  do  not  find  any  such  name. 

Pigs.  24  and  25  are  two  more  modem  copper  pieces,  selected  from 
many  of  a  similar  nature  in  Stacy's  cabinet  as  forming  a  good  land- 
mark in  judging  of  the  antiquity  of  other  Hindu  coins.  The  rude 
attempts  at  a  human  figure  in  24  are  far  inferior  to  any  thing  we  have 
yet  seen ;  unless  in  its  companion  25,  where  we  can  hardly  pronounce 

>  Tod's  <  R6jaBth&n/  ii.  229. 
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them  to  be  other  than  signs  and  symbob.  The  name  and  date  on 
most  of  these  coins  are  distinct  enough,  and  in  the  present  type  of 
Nagarf— ^  ^t^nPR  fHf  qi|c;o  Sr{  Sangrdma  Sinha,  1580  (Samrat). 
Sometimes  the  name  is  written  %l|if  Sanfframa,  and  at  others  imH 
Sangama,  variations  to  be  expected  in  such  imperfect  samples  of  the 
engraver's  art. 

Fig.  27  is  of  the  latter  description,  having  the  name  Sangama 
preceded  by  the  letters  V^M-  The  reverse  of  this  coin  has  the  figure 
of  a  heart,  -which  is  very  common  on  copper  money,  dug  up  in  the 
Sagar  district,  of  the  Muhammadun  princes  of  the  Berar  provinces. 
Arabic  letters  are  clearly  distinguishable  above  the  heart. 

From  the  date  of  these  coins,  we  recognise  them  as 
belonging  to  the  celebrated  Sangrama  Sinh,  or  Sinha,  of 
the  Mughal  historians,  who  for  a  short  period  success- 
fully resisted  the  victorious  Baber  at  Biana. 

A  romantic  account  of  the  chivalrous  adventures  of 
his  youth  is  given  by  Tod.*  He  succeeded  to  the  throne 
of  Mewar,  in  s.  1565  (a.d.  1508),  and  is  accounted  by 
the  Bajput  bards  the  iaka  or  'pinnacle'  of  its  glory.  His 
encounter  with  Baber  at  Kanua  occurred  on  the  5th 
Kartik,  s.  1584,  (=15th  Oct  1527  a.d.)  four  years  sub- 
sequent to  the  striking  of  these  coins ;  which,  by  the  way, 
are  no  very  convincing  evidence  of  the  flourishing  state 
of  the  arts  in  Chitor  at  the  summit  of  its  splendour  and 
glory. 

Fig.  26  is  a  small  square  copper  coin  in  Stacy's  cabinet,  also  of 
modem  fabrication ;  on  one  side,  inclosed  in  a  marginal  frame— which 
proves  that  the  whole  inscription  is  before  us — are  the  Ndgarf  letters 
11^  tira  ^^  U9.  It  may  be  that  Us  is  the  name  of  a  coin  of  which 
the  specimen  represents  the  unit;  or  possibly  it  should  be  read 
U.^lf^li  ^Icdlisy  the  fortieth  or  rather  forty-first  of  the  current  silver 
coin  of  the  place  (?).  The  division  of  the  field,  on  the  reverse,  into 
upper  and  lower  compartments,  so  far  resembles  a  gold  coin  from 
Kuiauj,  described  by  Wilson  as  fig.  52,  pi.  iii.  The  letters  are 
Ifif  4wVi  ^^  unintelligible  compound. 

I  <  RftjasthfeV  i.  296. 
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Fig.  28  is  another  rude  Hindu  paisi  of  a  late  period.  A  human 
figure,  on  the  obverse,  holds  a  staff  in  his  right  hand ;  on  the  reverse 
are  the  letters  ^  ^  1IT  ^  "^  ift  hasan  sar  ji,  an  unknown  and  doubtful 
name. 

RAJPUT  COINS. 

(plates  XXY.,  xxTi.) 

In  the  two  following  plates,  I  am  again  indebted  to 
Col.  Stacy's  numismatic  zeal  for  the  greater  part  of  a 
very  curious  series  of  Hindu  coins,  on  the  one  hand 
linked,  by  the  subject  of  their  impression,  with  the  Indo- 
Scythic  series ;  and,  on  the  other,  gradually  mixed  with, 
and  transfused  into,  the  Arabic  currency  of  the  first 
Muhammadan  conquerors  of  Central  India. 

Now  that  I  am  myself  in  possession  of  nearly  one 
hundred  of  these  coins  in  silver,  it  appears  strange  that 
they  should  hitherto  have  escaped  so  completely  the 
notice  of  our  Indian  numismatologists ;  neither  Marsden, 
Wilson,  nor  Tod,  having  published  a  single  engraving  of 
them.  When,  therefore,  I  first  received  a  sealing-wax 
impression  of  one  from  Dr.  Swiney,  in  August,  1833,* 
it  is  not  surprising  that  I  should  have  announced  it  as 
unique.  Col.  Stacy's  letters  soon  taught  me  to  consider 
it  in  a  very  contrary  Ught;  and  now,  on  reference  to  Tod's 
personal  narrative,  I  find  that  they  had  not  escaped  hirn 
in  his  travels,  although  he  has  not  favoured  the  public 
with  any  drawings  of  them,  or  any  comments  on  their  age 
and  locality. 

Munshi  Mohan  L4Ps  collection  of  coins  made  at 
Kabul,  afforded  me  a  favourable  opportunity  of  ascertain- 
ing the  accurate  names  and  readings  of  the  silver  group, 

^  See  'Jour.  A8.Soc.  Beog/  ii.  416,  and  fig.  11,  pi.  xiv.  [iii.]  of  theBamo  Yolume. 
I  then  supposed  the  coin  to  be  of  gold ;  it  was  of  silver. 
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but,  unfortunately,  these  do  not  embrace  so  much  variety 
as  the  copper  coins.  The  reason  for  this  may  be,  that  the 
Munshi's  collection  was  discovered  in  a  foreign  country. 
A  treasure  accidentally  dug  up,  however  numerous, 
would  naturally  consist  of  the  money  then  current,  with 
a  small  admixture  of  that  of  preceding  reigns :  in  fact, 
out  of  one  himdred  coins,  sixty-five  belong  to  one  type 
(figs.  3,  4,  5),  twenty-five  to  another  (figs.  1,  2),  and 
only  three  or  four  to  a  third  (figs.  6,  7).  Col.  Stacy,  on 
the  other  hand,  had  the  advantage  of  exploring  the  very 
field  in  which  they  must  have  been  at  one  period  current, 
and  his  series  is,  therefore,  much  more  complete,  though 
rarely  so  numerous  in  any  particular  species.  A  letter 
from  this  gentleman  to  my  address,  dated  2nd  August, 
1834,  suggests  that  "  as  the  figures,  both  on  the  obverse 
and  reverse  of  these  coins,  are  evidently  made  up  of 
letters,  of  either  Sanskrit  or  some  other  Hindu  character, 
they  should  be  submitted  to  the  kind  attention  of  the 
professors  of  the  Hindu  College.  The  great  variety,  and 
the  general  distinctness  of  the  characters  on  them,  holds 
out  fair  hopes  of  our  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
dynasty  they  belong  to,  as  well  as  with  many  of -the 
individuals  of  that  dynasty.  The  names  placed  against 
each  by  pandits,  to  whom  they  have  been  shewn,  are 
worthy  of  no  reliance.  The  natives  possess  neither 
enterprise  nor  invention;  when  they  find  a  letter  or 
letters  wanting,  they  will  not  attempt  to  fill  up  the 
blank." 

The  opinion  here  broached,  that  the  outline  figures 
were  made  up  of  letters,  is  supported  by  the  authority 
of  Tod,  who  remarks,  in  the  only  passage  I  can  find  on 
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the  subject  (i.  698):  "My  envoys  brought,  from 
Nadolaye,  a  small  bag  full  of  curious  hieroglyphical  (il*  I 
may  so  use  the  term)  medals  of  the  Chohan  princes.  One 
side  represents  a  warrior  on  horseback,  compounded  out 
of  a  character  to  which  I  have  given  the  above  term ;  on 
some  there  was  a  bull ;  while  others,  retaining  the 
original  reverse,  have,  on  the  obverse,  the  titles  of  the 
first  Islamite  conquerors;  in  the  same  maimer  as  the 
currency  of  France  bore  the  effigies  of  Louis  XVI. 
and  the  emblems  of  the  Eepublic.  Whoever  will  pay  a 
visit  to  Nadolaye,  will  find  his  labour  amply  rewarded ; 
I  had  only  leisure  to  glean  a  few  of  these  relics,  which 
yet  formed  a  rich  harvest." 

When  the  singular  contour  of  the  horseman  and  bull 
is  traced  beujk  to  its  original  type  in  figures  1,  2 — ^where 
the  whole  substance  of  the  figure  is  filled  up — there  does 
not  seem  to  be  much  reason  for  imagining  any  intention 
of  mystifying  the  device,  the  defects  of  which  seem  due  to 
ignorance  alone,  the  engraver  retaining  only  sufficient 
knowledge  of  his  craft  to  cut  the  outline  of  his  device  in 
relief,  and  latterly  even  seeming  himself  to  have  lost  sight 
of  its  meaning  altogether,  as  in  figs.  48,  cum  multis  aliis. 
Certain  it  is,  that  the  title  of  hieroglyphic  has  been 
earned  and  won  for  this  coin  even  from  the  antiquarians 
of  the  west :  witness  the  following  highly  curious  passage, 
brought  to  my  notice  by  Dr.  Swiney,  in  an  American 
work  on  Scripture  Geography,  ^  applied  to  a  woodcut  of  a 
coin  in  all  respects  the  counterpart  of  our  figure  3,  which 
may  have  found  its  way  to  Egypt,  in  the  course  of  com- 
mercial dealings,  eight  or  ten  centuries  ago : — 

1  Smiley's  *  Scripture  Geography ; '  Philadelphia^  1835,  p.  151. 
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'  This  is  an  extremely  curious  medal,  of  silver,  struck  in  Egypt 
before  the  reigns  of  the  Ptolemies.  It  represents  on  one  side,  a  man 
on  horseback,  and  on  the  other,  an  ox  of  the  humped  kind,  lying 
down :  between  his  horns  is  the  lunar  crescent,  and  within  that  is 
a  globe.  These  symbols  clearly  refer  this  ox  to  Egypt.  The  man 
on  horseback  is  the  most  singular  part  of  this  medal ;  none  of  the 
countries  adjacent  having  adopted  the  type  of  a  horseman.  There  is 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  letters  on  this  medal  are  Persian,  and 
that  the  person  represented  is  Aryandes,  governor  of  Egypt  under 
Darius,  the  last  king  of  Persia,  who  then  possessed  this  country,  and 
who  caused  the  governor  to  be  put  to  death  for  coining  money  in  his 
own  name ' ! ! 

It  can  hardly  be  believed  that  the  nature  of  the 
characters  should  have  been  unknown  to  any  but  Trans- 
atlantic antiquaries,  for  they  are  in  a  very  obvious  form 
of  Devanagarf,  and  may  be  easily  read  where  the  letters 
are  not  cut  off,  or  otherwise  obliterated. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  foregoing  essay,  I 
alluded  to  this  series  as  one  of  the  four  palpable  imitations 
of  a  Grecian  or  Indo-Scythic  model :  I  had  in  my  eye  the 
coins  of  Azos  and  Azilisos  in  particular,  ^  which  have  a 
horseman  with  spear  for  the  obverse,  and  a  humped  bull 
for  the  reverse.  On  being  Indianised,  the  bull  has 
become  the  !N^andi  of  Hindu  mythology,  with  its  orna- 
mental jhiil  or  *  saddle-cloth,'  and  the  trident  of  Siva 
impressed  on  its  haunch.  The  horse  has  in  like  manner 
received  the  trappings  peculiar  to  the  country,  the  zirband 
and  dumcht.  The  rider  has  still  some  traces  of  a  flowing 
fillet  from  his  cap  (see  fig.  5),  but  his  dress  is  not  other- 
wise open  to  criticism.  I  would  not  pretend  to  insist 
upon  the  direct  filiation  of  the  Hindu  coin  to  what  I 
have  assumed  as  its  prototype :  but  the  adoption  of  the 
same  elements  tor  the  device,  it  may  be  surely  contended^ 

1  See  pi.  xxii.,  zziii.  [xtI.,  zvii.]  of  the  Jane  No.,  figs.  9  and  28, 
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argues  some  connection  or  descent ;  it  is  like  the  pre- 
servation of  armorial  insignia  in  a  family :  and  on  these 
grounds,  we  have  presumptive  evidence  either  of  the 
Indo-Scythic  descent  of  the  reigning  dynasty  (an 
hypothesis  borne  out  by  the  traditions  of  many  of  the 
Eajput  states),  or  of  a  mere  imitation  of  the  coin  of  a 
neighbouring  nation,  in  consequence  of  a  poverty  of 
native  invention. 

Before  we  proceed  to  canvass  the  epoch  and  country 
of  this  our  third  division  of  Hindu  coins,  which  are 
matters  entirely  open  at  present  (except  so  far  that  they 
have  been  called  Chohan  by  Tod,  and  Eajput  by  Stacy), 
it  will  be  convenient  to  take  a  view  of  all  the  specimens 
that  have  been  collected. 

The  whole  series  may  be  conveniently  classed  under 
three  heads,  namely:  I.  Such  as  have  genuine  Hindti 
names  and  the  oldest  form  of  character ;  for  the  alpha- 
bet evidently  undergoes  modification  as  we  advance. 
II.  Those  with  Nagari  characters  only,  but  expressive 
of  Muhammadan  names,  either  alone  or  conjointly  with 
those  of  Hindti  princes.  III.  Those  retaining  the  eques- 
trian device  of  the  obverse,  with  also  the  name  of  the 
raja ;  but  having  the  reverse  occupied  by  a  pure  Arabic 
inscription. 

I  may  premise  that  the  average  weight  of  the  whole 
series  of  silver  coins  a  little  exceeds  fifty  grains,  and  that 
therefore  they  may  be  regarded  as  tankas  of  three  mdshas, 
as  was  remarked  of  the  oldest  group  and  of  the  Yarahas. 

Figs.  1,  2.  These  have  been  placed  at  the  top  of  the  list,  because 
the  relief  in  them  is  not  confined  to  the  mere  outline.  The  device  has 
already  been  described.    There  are  letters  on  both  sides  of  all  the 
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series,  leaving  ns  somewbat  at  a  loss  to  know  which  side  contains 
the  raja's  name,  or  whether  the  longer  legend  oyer  the  bull  may  not 
be  merely  his  titles ;  the  frequent  occurrence  of  the  second  formula, 
on  coins  of  various  forms,  is  in  favor  of  this  view,  but  the  actual  name 
in  the  third  is  against  it.  On  the  nresent  corn,  the  most  obvious  read- 
ing of  the  longer  epigraphe  is  ^fr  ^I^MM  ^^  SH  Sffdlapati-dwa. 
Unfortunately  the  letters  on  the  other  side  are  cut  off. 

Figs.  3,  4,  5.  The  selection  here  was  from  sixty-five  specimens, 
the  collation  of  which  left  no  doubt  as  to  the  context,  unless  in  regard  to 
the  value  of  the  fourth  letter.  Of  the  two  readings  suggested  in  my  first 
notice  of  this  coin — ^^  ^TRHl^W  fSn  Sdmagra-deva,  or  ^Tllll^^^^ 
Sri  Sdmanta-deva — ^the  latter  is  the  most  plausible,  because  Sdmanta  is 
a  common  Hindu  name,  a  'leader,  captain,  or  champion' ;  and  although 
the  nt  is  more  like  ^ff^t,  iu  the  best  specimens ;  there  are  other  cases, 
such  as  figs.  19  and  21,  where  it  more  nearly  resembles  the  Bengdli  ^  nt. 

On  the  reverse,  are  the  letters  ^Jl"  and  ^,  on  either  side  of  the 
head.  These  are  ancient  forms  of  ift  hhi  and  J{  t.  On  fig.  4,  the 
latter  is  replaced  by  a  nondescript  flourish,  [Kufic  J»Xc]  so  that  the  two 
are  probably  independent  of  each  other  in  the  reading. 

Pigs.  6  and  7,  the  last  of  the  silver  specimens,  exhibit  the  cognate 
name  of  ^  ^ftVT  ^^  Sri  BhCma-deva ;  and  on  the  obverse,  the  ^ 
of  the  foregoing  example.     [No,  7,  J  Jut] 

Of  the  copper  series,  we  may  specify  figs.  14,  15,  19  J,  21,  [Prithvf 
Mja]  27  [Madanapala],  and  30  [Prithvf  Baja],  as  having  the  '  Sdmanta- 
deva'  legend  over  the  bull,  with  other  ad(^tions,  or  variations  of  style, 
on  account  of  which  they  have  been  introduced  into  the  plates. 

But  first  in  order  should  be  noticed  the  six  small  copper  coins,  figs. 
8-13  of  Stacy's  cabinet,  which  are  connected  with  the  present  group  by 
the  effigy  of  the  horseman ;  while  on  the  opposite  surface  we  recognise  the 
later  Kanauj  form  of  letter,  and  the  usual  termination  of  the  coins 
described  in  the  preceding  plate.  A  scrutiny  of  the  whole  series  (some 
not  included  in  the  plate)  has  elicited  the  letters  ^  ^TRT  •  -  •  W  ^W  > 
the  blank  may  be  filled  up  with  the  letters  Iff  tTT  ,  making  the  whole 
title  Sr<  Sdmanta  Pdla-deva-,  or  if  it  be  thought  that  there  is  not  room 
for  other  letters,  it  may  stand  as  Sr<  Sdmala-dwa. 

Fig.  17.  Of  this  curious  variety  we  have  two  or  three  samples : 
the  bull  is  omitted,  and  the  field  occupied  entirely  by  the  legend.  In 
the  engraved  figure,  the  commencement  of  the  second  line  is  cut  off. 
Stacy's  has  a  letter  there,  and  his  pandits  read  the  whole — Sri  man 
Kripa  bamm  has ;  but  from  the  resemblance  of  the  two  final  strokes 
to  numerals,  the  appendage  to  the  second  m,  and  the  analogy  of  the 
ordinary  legend,  I  should  prefer  the  reading  ^9|i|f .  .If^Y^n  ^J^. . 
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8r{  man  tn . .  thavarmma-d&va,  Samvat  1 . . ,  the  name  and  the  date 
unfortunately  remaining  doubtful,     [jsft  1^  ^  ifdf  ^  ^  ^S  .  .  ?] 

Figs.  21  and  30  are  duplicates,  one  completing  the  missing  por- 
tion of  the  other  ;  but  owing  to  the  strange  form  of  two  or  three 
letters,  some  doubt  remains  as  to  the  correct  reading.  On  the 
obverse,  weRnd'^ff^JJ^^^  A'prichhaEdja-deva,  [^  y^<l^^l|] 
and  on  the  reverse,  ^^Bf^Ticf  ^^  Sri  SamarUa-deva,  with  the  addition  of 
^^I^O  ^^dvari',  the  last  syllables,  1f^,  might  almost  be  read  ift 
mi  or  ^if  vaga. 

Fig.  27,  with  the  Sri  Sdmanta-deva  very  much  perverted  on  the 
'bull'  side,  has  a  new  name  on  the  right  of  the  horseman, 
^cff  ^'^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^^  Pa^-<2^M.      [Madana-pdla : — 

obv.  ^rrvr  m  ^rh?!^.    Rev.  ^  if^vRnr  ^.] 

Fig.  28  has  an  illegible  name  on   the  *bnll'  side:  the  letters 

visible  are  .  .  "^^^W^ Sri  Faddsura.  [^  WWll^WVgfr^— 

Kubdchah  of  Sind.]  l       m  ^ 

In  ^,  29  the  outline  of  the  sacred  bull  is  somewhat  difficult  to  be 
traced.  The  name  below  it  begins  with  the  letters  ^  ^JUT  •  •  Sri 
kupd,  or  ^  -Bfm  Sd  kushd.  [same  as  28] 

Fig.  31  bears  on  the  obverse  the  name  of  ^  f^^  Sr{  JTara-deva. 
The  reverse  seems  to  begin  with  the  same  letters  as  fig.  30,  viz.  1^1 
Aad;  after  which  follow,  at  a  short  interval,  .  .  vnn^^  .  .  Masdna- 

deva,    [Srf  Chahdd-deva  and  Asdwarf  Sri  Samasoral-deve.  See  further 
remarks,  p.  326,  infrd']. 

It  may  be  hereafter  found  that  some  of  the  above  belong  to  what 
may  be  called  the  transition  period,  when  attempts  were  made  to 
express  Musalmdnf  names  and  tides  in  the  vernacular  character  of 
India,  of  which  I  will  now  endeavour  to  produce  such  instances  as 
Stacy's  rich  collection  oflTers. 

The  name  of  the  raja  on  the  obverse  of  all  the  transition  or  link- 
coins  is  ^fiftT:  Sri  ITamirah ;  this  important  and  well-known 
name  may  be  fonnd,  either  in  fuU  or  in  part,  on  figs.  20  (in  this  the 
engraver  has  reversed  the  whole  die)  22,  36-40.  The  same  name  also 
occui-8  on  figs.  44,  47,  and  49,  with  an  Arabic  accompaniment,  as  wiU 
be  presently  noticed.     [20,  22,  36-38,  Muhammad  bin  Sdm.] 

The  first  example  of  a  Moslem  title  in  its  simplest  form  occurs  in 
figs.  32  and  35,  in  the  Mgari  word  ^fKJfmt  Suritdn;  this  has  no 
meamDg  in  Hindf,  and  I  conjecture  that  it  is  intended  for  the  Arabic 
title,  Sultdn :  the  remainder  of  the  sentence  is,  in  those  two  instances 
wanting.  ' 

Figs.  34,  39-41 .  In  these  four  we  find  a  more  complete  paraphrase  of 
the  high-sounding  titles  of  the  Dihli  sovereigns;  at  least  I  conjecture  that 
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man.  The  small  portion  of  the  Arabic  legend  included  on  the  rovei'se 
is,  fortunately,  sufficient  to  point  out  the  owner,  and  enable  us  to  com- 
plete it,  ^^jJl  ^  LJ  jJl  SU  jJacXl  ^UaUl  m'Sidtdn-ul-a'asMm  'Aid- 
vl-dunyd  wa  ul-din  (Muhammad  Shdh).    [Masa'ud] 

Figs.  23  and  46.  There  still  remains  undescribed  a  curious  variety 
of  the  '  bull  and  horseman  *  coin,  in  which  the  '  buU '  is  retained 
with  the  Sri  Sdmanta-deva ;  while,  contrary  to  usage,  the  horse  is 
omitted,  or  replaced  by  an  Arabic  legend  in  the  connected  or  flowing 
character.  The  whole  purport  of  it  is  not  well  ascertained,  but 
the  legible  portion  of  the  two  middle  lines  is  thus  read  by  some  : — 
Jjlc  ^UaLJl  JacJl  ^ISaUl  m'Sidtm-^a'oMm'Ul'Sultdn-i'adl 
Others  find  in  it  the  name  of  Sabaktagfn ;  and  I  am  inclined  to 
adjudge  it  rather  to  an  earlier  period  than  the  Ghori  dynasty,  both 
from  the  Arabic  style,  and  from  the  retention  of  the  name  of  S&manta- 
deya  on  the  reverse.  [The  following  is  the  restored  legend: — 
J*Xc  Mt^ji}  jilx*!l  ^\  Ji*Ji  ^UaJuJ!.  These  are  Labor  coins  of 
Tbrahfm  of  Ghazn(— a.h.  451  to  492.] 

Figs.  26  and  50.  We  now  pass  to  a  new  form  of  coin, 
allied  to  the  foregoing,  indeed,  by  the  retention  of  Hindi  on  one 
side,  but  differing  from  them  in  the  total  rejection  of  the  pictorial 
emblems.  That  the  proper  orthography  of  the  word  Sult4n  was  now 
attained  is  evident  in  the  initial  letters  ^  ^"IHTT  •  •  ^  Sultd.  » 
The  lower  line  presents  three  letters — ^9fl|^  mawqf — which  may  be  in- 
tended for  Mu'azz;  thus  agreeing  with  the  Arabic  of  the  opposite  face: — 
^jjl  J  LjjJ\  Ja^  fia£!i\  ^UaLJt  UlSuUdn-ul-a'aMm  mu^axA-^d^tmyd 
iia  ul-din  (either  Bairdm  Shah,  1239 ;  or  Kai  Kubdd,  1286  (?)  the  only 
two  emperors  which  bore  the  appellation  of  Mu'azz-ul-dln.  [The  full  and 
complete  legends  on  the  reverse  of  these  coins  of  Kai  Kubad  are  as 
follows :— jUj^     -^ft^^  ^ra^O 

From  the  last  coin,  the  passage  is  easy  to  those  of  purely 
Muhammadan  aspect,  such  as  are  described  in  Marsden's 
^Numismata  Orientalia/  vol.  ii. ;  but  this  author  does 
not  appear  to  have  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  an 
intermediate  group  of  coins,  on  which,  in  deference  to 
the  conquered  people,  a  Nagari  inscription  was  retained 
on  the  margin. 

They  are  by  no  means  uncommon ;  yet  it  is  rare  to 
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find  the  marginal  legend  perfect.  Marsden's  dccxiii.,  of 
Tu^lak  Shah,  is  of  this  species ;  but  in  it  the  Nigari 
falls  beyond  the  limits  of  the  disc. 

I  have  therefore  thought  that  a  few  examples  of  this 
group  might  form  a  proper  appendage  to  the  present 
series,  and  haye  accordingly  introduced  three  varieties 
from  Stacy*s  and  my  own  collections  to  fill  up  the  plate. 

Fig  51,  the  earliest  in  date,  most  be  read  from  the  reyerse 

ul'dunffd  wa  ^iMin,  and,  in  the  centre  of  the  obyerse,  BMan  \  the 
latter  is  enciided  by  a  K&gari  sentence,  of  which  ^  ^Ulll^  -  • 
is  visible. 

Eigs.  54-56  9cn  omns  of  the  celebrated  'AU-od-dfn:'  the  disposition  of 
titles  and  name  as  before: — 2fL&  Jb^ff^  ud-^^J  IJjJl  1&  ^la^l  ^^llsLJt 
m-SuHdn-ul-a^tafim  ^Ald-nl^dun^d  wa  ul^tUn  MuhammaiT 8hdh.  On  the 
margin,'  ^  fgiTW  WT  ^0^  Srt  SuUdn  Shdh  (a.h.)   706.     [^ 

Figs«  52,  53,  dose  our  present  series ;  they  bear  the  titular  designa- 
tkmsof  TnghlakShldi:  «U  jju^  ^jitjlJjJ^  C^U  JiiuS\  ^ILU^ 
VlSultdn  ul-a'aMm  qh{d8  ul^dunyd  wa  ttl^d(n,  Tii}h!lak  Shdh.  The 
Nagarf  of  the  maigin  is  similar  to  the  last,  but  imperfect,  as  if  cut  by 
one  ignorant  of  the  language.     [^  ^pRTT  ^^IjfvO 

After  the  complete  and  satis£Gtctory  evidence  we  have 
just  examined,  little  need  be  said  as  to  the  epoch  to 
which  at  least  the  mixed  or  Hindu-Muhammadan  portion 
of  the  '  bull  and  horseman'  group  belongs :  for,  from  the 
names  inscribed  in  Nagari  or  Arabic,  or  from  the  titles 
or  cognomina — ^which  are,  in  fact,  as  frequently  the  names 
by  which  the  Musalmdn  sovereigns  are  known — we  can 
nearly  fill  up  the  first  century  of  the  Patdn  monarchs  of 
DihH,  thus: 


*  At  the  time  of  engraving  the  plate,  I  mistook  the  Muhammad  Sh&h  for  the  son 
of  Tughla]^ :  the  date  corrects  me. 
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Sr{  Muhammad  Same  is,  I  presome,  Muhammad  bin  S4m-uI-Gliorf. 
the  first  of  the  dynasty,  commonly  known  by  his  cognomen  Shahab-ud- 
dfn,  who  possessed  himself  of  the  throne  of  Dihlf,  a.h.  588  a.d.  1192 
Shams-ud-din,  in  N&gari  and  Arabic,  is  Altamsh...  ,,  607  ,,  1210 
Mu'az-ud-dln,  must  beBair&m  Shah,his  son  [Kai  Kubad]  637    ,,    1239 

'A14-ud-d£n,  may  be  Masa'ud,  the  son  of  F£roz  „   640    „    1242 

Nasir-ud-d(n,  denotes  Mahmud,  son  of  Altamsh „   643    „    1245 

Ohias-ud-dfn,  Balban,  has  the  full  name  also ,,   664    ,,    1265 

'A14-ud-dfn,  ICuhammad  Sh&h,  bears  its  own  date...   ,,   695    „    1295 
Ghfas-ud-din,  Tughlak  Shah,  cannot  be  mistaken...   „    721    ,,    1321 

It  is  not  from  these  names,  however,  but  rather  from 
the  Hindii  ones,  that  we  must  seek  to  fix  the  locality  of 
the  ^  bull  and  horseman '  insignia,  and  the  readiest  mode 
of  arriving  at  the  truth  is  to  proceed  backwards,  the  best 
chance  of  verifying  the  names  of  rajas  being  through 
their  preservation,  even  in  a  corrupt  form,  in  the  pages 
of  Moslem  history.  Hamira,  the  name  common  to  so 
many  of  the  series,  is  admirably  adapted  for  our  pur- 
pose. He  can  be  no  other  than  the  Hamir^  of  the 
Mewdr  chronicles,  who,  bom  and  nurtured  in  the  fbrests 
of  Ondwa,  was  destined  to  revive  the  glory  of  Chitor, 
even  after  it  had  succumbed  to  two  successive  assaults 
imder  the  unsparing  'Ala.  We  find  it  recorded  in 
Ferishta's  history  (a.d.  1304),  that  ^  at  length  finding  it 
of  no  use  to  retain  Chitor,  the  king  ordered  the  Prince 
Khizr  Khan  to  evacuate  it,  and  to  make  it  over  to  the 
nephew  of  the  raja.  This  Hindti  prince,  in  a  short  time, 
restored  the  principality  to  its  former  condition,  and  re- 
tained the  tract  of  Chitor  as  tributary  to  'Ala-ud-din, 
during  the  rest  of   his  reign.'*    According  to  Tod,* 

^  'Humberdew*  of  Briggs'  Traiulation  of  Ferishta:  'Amir  deo'  of  Dow,  when 
speaking  of  the  siege  of  Rintimpore :  he  is  not  mentioned  afterwards  by  name,  nor  as 
of  Mew&r. 

«  Briggs'  Fcrishto,  i.  363.  ^  «  R&jasth&n/  i.  269. 
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^  Hamir  suooeeded  to  the  throne  in  Samyat  1357  (a.d. 
1300),  and  had  sixty-four  years  to  redeem  his  ooimtry 
from  the  ruins  of  the  past  century,  which  period  had 
elapsed  since  India  ceased  to  own  the  paramoimt  sway 
of  her  native  princes.'  These  sixty-four  years  would 
include  nearly  the  whole  reign  of  'Ala  I.  and  that  of  his 
successors,  Omar,  Mubdrik,  Khosru,  Tughlak,  his  son 
Muhammad,  and  Firoz.  On  the  coins  themselves,  we 
have  found  the  obverse  of  Hamlra,  coupled  with  the 
stamp  of  Muhammad  Same,  Shams-ud-din,  'Ala^ud-dm, 
Nasir-ud-din,  and  Fatah-ud-dm ;  three  of  whom  are 
clearly  anterior  to  the  reign  of  'Ala-ud-din ;  as  Altamsh 
alone  bore  the  cognomen  of  Shams-ud-din ;  his  son  that 
of  Nasir-ud-din ;  and  Muhammad  Ghori  that  of  8&me. 
We  might  indeed  read  the  latter  word  ^  Sam,'  and  so 
apply  it,  and  the  title  of  Nasir-ud-din,  to  Muhammad  II., 
the  son  of  Tughlak,  whose  cognomen  is  not  recorded. 
But  &till  Shams-ud-din  remains  unexplained,  and  the 
apparent  anachronism  cannot  be  accounted  for.  It 
should  be  noted  that  the  name  of  Hamir  is  not  men- 
tioned in  Ferishta ;  but  only  the  ^  nephew  of  the  raja, 
Eatan  Sinh.'  The  cognomen  Fatah-ud-din  is  not  to  be 
found  in  the  whole  line  of  the  Patau  Sultans. 

Mew4r  had  been  in  subjection  to  the  Dihli  monarchs 
since  the  invasions  of  Muhammad  Ghori ;  Altamsh  also 
invaded  it  in  1210  :  hence  there  can  be  the  less  doubt 
that  the  barbarised  names,  Sri  Mahamad  Same  and  Sri 
Samasoden,  on  the  indigenous  coinage,  applied  to  these 
two  sovereigns,  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  above 
alluded  to. 

The  fortunate  preservation  of  Hamira's  name,  in  con- 
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junction  with  those  of  his  allies,  upon  these  coins,  proves 
at  any  rate  the  identical  place  of  their  coinage,  and  fixes 
it  at  Chitor,  the  seat  of  the  dynasty  founded  by  Bappa, 
in  A,D.  727,  after  the  destruction  of  the  Balhara 
monarchy  of  Saurashtra.  This  information  also  limits 
our  search,  for  the  names  previous  to  Hamira,  to  the 
descendants  of  Bappa  Rawel,  of  whom  two  or  three 
genealogical  lists  have  been  preserved  in  various  inscrip- 
tions, some  decyphered  and  explained  by  Wilson,  in  the 
*  Asiatic  Eesearches,'  xv.,  and  others  by  Tod.  The  latter 
authority  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  filling  up  the  history 
of  Mewar  from  the  national  poems  and  traditions  of  the 
place ;  but  it  must  be  confessed  as  strangely  perplexing, 
that  the  names  of  the  immediate  predecessors  of  Hamira 
should  be  at  total  variance  in  the  Hindu  and  the 
Muhammadan  accounts.  Thus,  Ferishta  makes  Bay 
Ratan  Sen  the  Raja  of  Ghitor  who  was  taken  prisoner  at 
the  sack  of  the  fort,  and  who  escaped  through  a  romantic 
stratagem  of  his  daughter,  and  continued  to  ravage  the 
country  until  his  nephew  was  installed,  as  above  stated,  in 
the  masnad.  Tod  makes  the  name  of  the  imprisoned 
raja,  Bhimsi,  and  that  of  his  daughter,  Fadmani.  The 
circumstances  which  led  to  the  admission  of  the  fair 
heroine  into  the  hostile  camp  with  her  700  litters,  each 
freighted  like  the  Trojan  horse,  are  also  differently 
related  by  the  two  authors.  It  will  be  a  strong  motive 
for  the  preference  of  the  Hindu  account,  if  the  Bhima- 
deva  of  our  coins  can  be  identified  with  this  Bhimsi 
(Bhima-sinha) :  but  the  short  interval  from  his  return 
to  Chitor  to  the  death  of  himself  and  his  family  in  the 
sack  which  followed,  would  hardly  allow  the  issue  of  a 
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regular  coinage  in  his  name  at  such  a  turbulent  period. 
The  style  also  of  the  Ndgarf  alphabet  (the  if  bh  especially) 
differs  materially  from  that  of  Hamira's  name.  Yet  there 
is  no  other  Bhfma  in  the  Mewar  list.  Ferishta  mentions 
one  (Bhim-dev)  as  the  brother  of  Shunkul-dev,  the 
prince  of  Deogir,  contemporaneous  with  'Ala;  but  he 
does  not  seem  to  have  attained  the  throne.  In  the 
collateral  line  of  the  Gujardt  rajas,  the  same  name  occurs 
thrice,  the  last  in  1209,  of  whom  the  Moslem  histories 
make  frequent  mention ;  but  the  insignia  of  this  Baj  are 
of  a  distinct  character,  and  will  not  admit  of  our  trans- 
ferring the  ^  bull  and  horseman '  device  thither  for  an 
owner.* 

It  proYokingly  happens  that  the  nine  r&jas  imme- 
diately preceding  Bhimsi,  in  Tod's  list,  are  omitted  as 
an  uninteresting  string  of  names ;  thus  shutting  out  a 
chance  of  recognizing  many  of  the  petty  names  of  our 
coin  list.  We  must  in  consequence  pass  over  Danapala- 
deva,  Eripa,  Vadasur,  etc.,  and  retrogade  to  Samanta- 
deva.  This  name  is  one  of  those  on  the  inscriptions 
from  Mount  Ab6  (Arbuda),^  the  eighteenth  of  the  Guhila 
&mily,  to  whom  an  actual  date  is  also  assigned,  namely, 
A.D.  1209.  The  objection  to  this  is,  like  that  to  Bhima, 
that  the  date  is  too  modem  for  the  alphabetical  type ; 
moreover,  from  Tod,  we  learn  that  it  was  Eahup  of 
Mewar  who  was  attacked  by  Shams-ud-din  ( Altamsh),  in 
1210-20,  and  this  name  we  have  recognised  in  the  more 
modem  N^gari  on  several  of  the  ^  horseman '  coins. 

There  are  other  8amanta-(Sinha)-devas  in  the  Anhul- 

1  Bhima-dcYa  of  Gujar&t  wu  defeated  by  Muhammad  Ghori  (or  S&me  ?)  in  a..d  . 
1178.  a  *A8.  Res.',  XYi.,  322. 
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wara  line  of  Gujarat  of  an  earlier  period,  both  in  the 
^  Ayin-i  Akbari,'  and  in  the  native  chronicles;  indeed, 
Banaraja  himself,  the  founder  of  the  Chohan  race  at 
Anulpur,  was  the  son  of  a  Samanta  Sinha,  fixed  by  Tod 
in  A.D.  745 ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  particular  note,  that  the 
first  prince  restored  to  the  Gujarat  throne,  near  two 
centuries  after  the  overthrow  of  the  Balharas  by  the 
Parthians,  is  called  in  the  ^  Ayin-i  Akbari,^  Saila-deva, 
who  was  previously  living  in  retirement  at  Ujjayini  in 
A.D,  696.'  Now  the  name  on  the  coin  which  I  have 
assumed  as  the  most  ancient  of  the  series,  and  therefore 
placed  at  the  top  of  pi.  xxv.,  is  Syalapati-deva,  a  name 
apparently  taken  from  the  coimtry  where  he  ruled;  ^  but 
which  might  easily  be  converted,  either  with  or  without 
intention,  into  Saila-deva,  a  title  denoting  dominion  or 
birth  among  the  mountains. 

In  conclusion,  it  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  both 
the  Mewar  and  the  Gujarat  lines  are  of  one  family,  that 
of  the  Gehlote  or  Sesodia  tribe,  to  which,  though 
arrogating  to  itself  a  descent  from  the  Sim,  the  Persian 
historians  uniformly  ascribe  a  Parthian  origin*  May  not 
this  be  received  as  a  good  foundation  for  the  Indo- 
Scythic  device  on  their  coinage ;  or,  on  the  other  hand, 
does  not  the  latter  fact,  supported  by  historical  tradition, 
go  far  towards  the  corroboration  of  the  extra-Indian 
origin  of  the  Mewar  dynasty  ? 

[Since  Prinsep  wrote  these  remarks  upon  the  Samanta-deva 
series  of  coins,  a  considerable  advance  has  been  made  towards 
their  due  attribution,  consequent  upon  M.  Beinaud's  publication 

>  Sy&lakoth,  *  the  fort  of  Sy&la,'  near  the  Indus,  was  once  attacked  by  the  armies 
of  Mcw&r. 


314  SAMAKTA-DKTA  SERIES   OF  COINS.  [abt.  xi. 

of  some  highly-interesting  selections  firom  the  Arabic  text  of 
Albirunf /  whose  original  work,  entitled  '  T&rildi-i  Hind,'  was 
compiled  in  India  in  about  a.d.  1030-33.  The  leading  passage 
illustrative  of  the  section  of  Indian  history  more  immediately 
under  review  is  to  the  following  effect : — 

^^Ujl^  *jxL  Ji^  ll^y\  ^  ijjj^j  u^j^  (^A-^  J^^ 

^^Ujji^  w^jl  'Lj  (j:^^  Jjbf  ^  Uj^  l^jlffi)  ^U»-U  ^  2jjJl 
<i.w,.,.f»   J    iFjuAJ    ir^j  ^\   ti^Lj\XuLl\  C-^  ^^LP-  ^Ui\  J*i-^^j 

ibJi;.^!  4JhluJ\  c:>ii.alf^  J  ^^;«Xi«i  c/'-'*'^  '«^  JV^^  ^^  J  ^/^f^ 

M.  Reinaud's  translation  is  reproduced  in  his  own  words : — 

*  Le  dernier  roi  de  oette  dynastie*  fat  Laktoueman.  Ge  prince  ftTait  pour  Yizir 
un  Brahniane  nomm6  Kaller.  Ce  yizir  6tait  faToris^  par  la  fortune,  et  il  trouTa 
dans  la  terre  des  tr^aors  qni  Ini  donn^ent  de  la  force  et  accmrent  aa  puissance. 
D'nn  autre  cdt6,  la  fortune  touma  le  doe  k  son  mattre.  En  effet,  il  y  ayait  bien  long- 
temps  que  cette  famille  ^tait  mattresse  du  pouyoir.  Laktouzeman  prit  une  direction 
mauyaise ;  il  se  liyra  ^  une  oonduite  honteuse ;  et,  comme  les  plaintes  arriyaient  de 
tout  cdt6  au  yizir,  celui-ci  fit  charger  le  prince  de  chatnes  et  Tenfenna  pour  le 
corrigcr.  Ensuite  le  yizir  se  laissa  aller  k  la  tentation  d'ltre  le  mattre  unique :  il 
ayait  des  riohessea  suffisantes  pour  leyer  tons  les  obstacles.  II  s*empara  done  du 
trdne  et  eut  pour  suooesseur  le  Brahme  Sdmanda.  Celui-ci  fiit  remplac^  par  Kama- 
lay^  puis  yinrent  successiyement  Bheema,  Djayap&la,  Anandap41a,  et  NardajanpiUa. 
Celui-ci  monta,^  dit  on,  sur  le  trdne  I'an  412  de  I'Hegire  (1021  de  J.C.)  Son  fila, 
Bheemapdla,  lul  succeda  au  bout  de  dnq  ana.  La  souyerainet^  Indienne  s'eteignit 
dans  la  personne  de  oe  dernier,  et  il  ne  resta  plus  d*indiyidu  de  oetto  fiunille  pour 
aouffler  le  feu.'  ^ 

^  [  <  Fragments,  Arabes  et  Persans,  relatifb  k  Tlndc : '  Fari$^  1845.] 
'  [  u^i^Xp  Conatantinople  copy.] 

3  [  The  Turk  kings  of  K&bul.  The  preyious  relation  closes  with  the  history  of  the 
reign  of  Kank.]  9 

*  [  The  substitution  of  the  word  (J^  for  the  u^  of  M.  Reinaud's  original 
transcript  alters  the  sense  of  this  passage.  The  amended  version  shews  that  Naida* 
janp&la  ^'wat  kiUed"  in  412  a.h. 

^  [ '  La  nouyelle  dynastie  me  parait  ayoir  remplac^  le  Bouddhismc  par  le  Brahma- 
nisme,  et  j'attribue  k  ces  princes  hi  s^e  de  m^daiUcs  que  M.  Wilson  a  crue  d'origine 
Rajcpout.'— Reinaud.] 
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Sliordy  after  the  appearance  of  M.  Reinaud's  collection  of 
extracts,  I  had  occasion  to  submit  to  the  Boyal  Asiatic  Society  some 
remarks  upon  the  accuracy  of  the  text  of  the  then  solitary  copy  of 
the  Arabic  original  of  Albiriinl,  in  connection  with  a  more  specific 
endeavour  to  illustrate  the  coins  of  the  Huidu  Kings  of  Kfibul.^ 
Without  entering  into  any  recapitulation  of  the  arguments 
adduced,  I  may  state  briefly  that  I  relied  upon  the  following 
counterpart  passages,  obviously  derived  from  the  *  T&rikh-i  Hind/ " 
and  preserved  in  the  double  texts  of  the  '  J&m'ai-al-Taw&rikh/ 
to  prove  that  the  name  of  '  Laktouzem&n '  was  nothing  more  than 
an  incorrect  rendering  of  the  designation  of  the  tribe  of  £atur.' 

>-  9  9^^  X  • 

^  9  ^  ^9  X  xx.  • 

j:J\  j^;^  ^^•^^  J  J'^^^  ujflrj  j^as^\  j  lyj  t^yii  ^^^j£si,\ 

Juc  ^  J  JCi^L)  ^)ji^\  ^   (**VtA^  uXL«  ^Lij  Juu  J  JLjli  iy 

M^  i^Juc  J  jl^  JCm«L» 

'  And  Kank  returned  to  Ids  country,  and  he  was  the  last  of  the  Kntanrman' kings. 
And  it  happened  that  the  times  were  prosperous  for  him,  and  fortmie  exalted  him ; 
and  he  lighted  npon  many  of  the  treasures  of  former  kings,  and  grew  strong  in  con- 
sequence ;  and  he  shone  with  these  sources  of  wealth  and  treasure  untU  he  grew 
proud,  and  forgot  his  duty,  and  committed  some  great  wickedness ;  and  the  people 
turned  from  him  in  complaint  towards  his  Tizir,  because  of  his  wicked  deeds,  and  con- 
fined him  for  correction.  Then  he  acquired  dominion  again,  and  after  his  death 
there  reigned  over  them  of  Br&hmans,  S&mund,  and  after  S6mund,  KumlA,  and 
after  him  Bhlm:'  etc. 

1  [  <  Coins  of  the  Hindii  Kings  of  E&bul.'  Jour,  Boy.  Ai.  8oc,,  ix.,  177.] 

*  [  Rashid-al-din,  a.h.  710.] 

9  [Elphinstone's  'Caubul,'  ii.,  376.  Bumes'  <Bokh&r&,'  ii.,  209.  Bumes' 
*CabooV  lip.  206,  218,  281.  See  also  *  Memoirs  of  B&ber/ p.  140.  Baihaki  (451 
A.H.)  mentions  the  race  in  connexion  with  the  celebrated  Tilak,  under  Mahm6d  and 

Masa'tid,  as  ^J^j^jni  j'  )j^J^  3  jj^  ^3*^>^  <UA.] 
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The  parallel  Persian  passage  firom  the  '  Jim'ai-al-TawariUi/ 
in  the  British  Museum,  is  subjoined : — 

^\ijj\  ifLTU      Jul  jjj/^  ^  j^az^  ^ji  J  '^^^ilrf  ^^Uljci*  ^jjliJ 

'  '  '  '  (^.  V^  ^ 
<  And  Kank  returned  to  hU  own  country,  and  was  the  last  of  the  Entanrman 
kings.  Fortune  so  fiiTonred  him,  thai  he  found  many  treasures  of  (former)  chiefs, 
and  in  consequence  he  became  proud  and  exalted :  at  length  he  gave  way  to  dis- 
graceful conduct,  on  which  account  the  people  complained  of  him  to  his  lizir.  The 
visir  took  him  into  custody  for  the  purpose  of  correction,  and  confined  him.  And  a 
second  time  he  became  ruler  oyer  the  kingdom.  After  his  death,  S&mund,  from 
among  the  Br&hmans,  became  long,  and  after  him  Kumlfift,  and  after  him  Bhim :'  etc. 

The  Persian  sentence,  corresponding  with  the  commence- 
ment of  the  above,  from  two  copies  of  the  '  T&rikh-i  Binfldtf '  (an 
abridgement  of  the  other  work)  reads  thus : — 

<  and  after  him  [came]  Kank,  and  he  was  the  lost  of  the  Kutaurman  longs.' 
A  similar  extract,  from  another  less  perfect  copy,  runs — 

.    .    .    .   jj«  »lJ*jb  jc.^L  ^^J» 

The  better  class  of  the  Indian  copies  of  this  MS.  give  the 
name  more  correctly,  as  ijfj^' 

Thus  much  for  the  historical  information  contributed  by 
Albir&ni.  That  there  are  difficulties  associated  with  its  full 
and  unreserved  acceptance  is  not  to  be  denied,  but  the  most 
striking  defect  seems  to  consist  in  his  making  a  continuous  suc- 
cession of  the  line  of  kings  from  Samanta  to  Bhim-p&l,  without 
either  the  needful  break  in  point  of  time,  or  change  of  locality 
of  dominion,  from  Bhima-deva  to  Ananga-p&l.  I  am  bound,  too, 
to  allow  his  testimony,  as  to  the  epoch  of  the  earlier  princes  of 
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E&buly  to  be  subjected  to  the  criticism  supplied  by  a  passage  in 
the  '  J&m'ai-al-Hik&y&t/  which  brings  in  Kumlu  (written 
Eulmti  in  some  MSS.)  as  a  cotemporary  of  'Amrulais^  a.h. 
265  to  289=  A.D.  878  to  901.  It  is  true  that  the  compiler  of  a 
succession  of  Tales  does  not  ordinarily  carry  the  weight  that 
belongs  to  the  writer  of  history ;  and  favourite  oriental  legends, 
as  is  well  known,  are  suited,  from  time  to  time,  with  many  and 
various  heroes ;  but  the  author  of  the  '  Jdm'ai-al-Hik4ydt '  is 
something  better  than  a  mere  story-teller,  and  his  residence  at 
Dihli  under  Altamsh — ^a.h.  607,  a.d.  1211 — ^gave  him  advan- 
tages, in  sifting  Indian  legends,  of  no  mean  order.  However,  as 
I  have  more  than  once  had  occasion  to  remark,  I  am  not  in  a 
position  at  this  moment  to  enter  into  any  general  re-consider- 
ation of  the  various  questions  which,  from  time  to  time,  present 
themselves  among  these  papers,  but  content  myseK  with  laying 
before  my  readers  all  readily-accessible  documents  calculated 
to  illustrate  the  particular  subject  under  notice.' 

I  annex  the  Persian  text  of  the  tale  concerning  Eumld,  from 
an  old  MS.  of  Mr.  H.  T.  Prinsep's  :— 

{^\ifjj  ^lv5>-  C/j^  i^  u^U  (^lyJ^  Jj^y  j*3  JJl  (^  j') 
jb  ^^U^>^  ^bjJjlj  ^Xw«-^  (J^  jjA^  ^  jjUj^jT  fjt^ 

cJ^  u;W  *^j^ji  (j;^jJ^2Jb  *\^\  jJ  J  Jy   jJjICj  ^IjJcjb  J^jji 


1  [Seo  also  H.  Reinand:  'Memoire  Biir  Tlnde/  PariB,  1849,  pp.  76,  209,  246; 
Sir  H.  M.  Elliot  r  <  Historians  of  India,'  Calcntta^  1850,  p.  73,  etc. :  and  *Tbe  coins 
of  the  Kings  of  Ohaznl,'  by  E.  T.^  *  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soc.',  ix.,  282.  A  reference  to 
the  *  Kataur'  s  is  also  to  be  found  m  the  Persian  MS,  *  Zafar-N&mah,'  of  Sharaf-d- 
din  All  Tazdl. — a.h.  828 ;  and  in  its  translation,  *  Histoire  de  TlmQr-Bec ' :  Petit  de 
la  Croix.   Pans,  1722.] 
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jj  IjUA   ^  *}jUj^   m^s.  j^IAjI  J  Ju^j  JJb|^  ci^  jl^^  ^^ 
]/Uj;i  U  J;/  ijM-j   ,^^Sju.Jb^  ,^^  ^;L:J  j^^  *^J  (♦15^  Ifls^T  1^ 

Like  many  other  instances  of  Oriental  transcriptions,  the  dif- 
ferent MS.  copies  of  the  original  work  vary  materially  in  the 
formation  of  the  sentences  and  the  interchange  of  optional  verbs, 
while  the  substance  of  the  narrative  is,  however,  fiilly  preserved. 
A  good  MS.  in  my  own  possession,  one  of  the  few  that  Ranj  (t  Singh's 
library  boasted  of,  develops  this  contrast  in  a  remarkable  degree. 
The  name  of  the  Hindu  prince  is  there  correctly  given  as  ^^. 
Sakfiwand  is  noted  in  AlbirCini's  unpublished  ^^jk»m^  u^^' 
under  Kabul,  as — ^  ^  J  J^^yi  iJ^J  iV  *^j^  <^.  * 

I  do  not  like  to  omit,  while  I  hardly  know  where  most 
properly  to  insert,  the  translation  of  the  inscription  on  the  Iron 
L&t  at  Dihli.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  hero  of  this  record  remains 
for  the  present  unidentified  with  any  potentate  named  in  local 

^  [  Baihakl  mentions  it  as  a  place  of  some  importance  in  Masa'^d's  time.  See  also 
AbCi -Ufedi,  text,  p.  464.  Idrisi,  p.  460,  and  <  Memoirs  of  B&ber/  <  Sejawend,'  in 
Loghar,  p.  148.] 
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annals  or  with  any  sovereign  whose  place  in  history  might  be 
determined  approximately  from  numismatic  associations. 

In  reproducing  this  translation  in  connexion  with  the 
MediaDval  Hindu  dynasties,  I  must  remark  that  I  consider  that 
Prinsep  has  assigned  too  high  an  antiquity  to  the  style  of 
writing  employed  on  the  monument : — ] 

LITHOGRAPHS  AND   TRANSLATIONS  OF  INSCRIPTIONS 
TAKEN  IN  ECTYPE  BY  CAPT.  T.  S.  BURT. 

In  June,  1838, 1  commenced  the  agreeable  task  of  laying  before  my 
readers  that  portion  of  Capt.  Burt's  budget  of  inscriptions  which  was 
couched  in  the  old  P41i  character.  I  now  take  up  the  second  division, 
containing  those  in  what  has  been  designated  by  himself  '  the  No.  2 
character  of  the  Allahdb&d  piUar : '  to  which  series  belong  three  very 
interesting  inscriptions,  two  entirely  new  from  Central  India ;  and  one, 
known  far  and  wide  certainly,  as  far  as  its  existence  and  its  supposed 
illegibility  are  concerned,  but  hitherto  never  placed  before  the  learned 
in  its  true  condition,  so  as  to  allow  a  fair  trial  at  its  decipherment.  I 
allude  to  the  short  inscription  on  the  celebrated  iron  pillar  at  Dihlf,  of 
which  I  published  in  1834,  an  attempted  copy  taken  by  the  late  Lieut. 
Wm.  Elliot  at  the  express  request  of  Dr.  Mill ;  but  it  was  so  in- 
geniously mismanaged,  that  not  a  single  word  could  be  made  out! 
and  there  can  be  no  wonder  at  this,  if  ^e  reader  will  take  the  trouble 
to  compare  Lieut.  Elliot's  plate  (pi.  xxx.,  vol.  iv.)  with  the  reduced  litho- 
graph of  Capt.  Burt's  facsimile !  I  should  perhaps  remark  that  I  litho- 
graphed the  plate  [xxxiii.,  vol.  vii.]  hefore  transcribmg  it  for  the  pandit, 
so  that  there  could  be  no  partial  bias  towards  a  desired  construction  of 
any  doubtful  letter.  Nothiug  of  the  kind,  however,  was  necessary : 
the  letters  are  well-formed  and  weU-preserved,  notwithstanding  Ihe 
hard  knocks  which  the  iron  shaft  has  encountered  from  the  ruthless 
invaders  of  successive  centuries.  I  need  not  enter  upon  the  history  of 
the  DihU  iron  pillar,^  but  shall  confine  myself  to  the  restoration  and 
explanation  of  the  record  it  contains. 

The  language  is  Sanskrit ;  the  character  is  of  that  form  of  NdgaH 
which  I  have  assigned  to  the  third  or  fourth  century  after  Christ,  the 
curves  of  the  letters  being  merely  squared  off:  perhaps  on  account  of 
their  having  been  punched  upon  the  surface  of  the  iron  shaft  with  a 
short  chmi  of  steel. 

^  [  There  is  no  trustworthy  tradition,  that  I  am  aware  of,  concerning  the  original 
location  of  this  monument.] 
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The  composition  is  poetical,  consisting'  of  six  lines,  or  three  alokas, 
in  the  Sdrdula-Tikrfdita  measure : — ^it  is  observable  that  the  first  line  is 
written  in  a  mnch  smaller  hand  than  the  remainder. 

The  purport  of  the  record  is  jnst  what  we  might  have  calculated  to 
find,  but  by  no  means  what  was  fondly  anticipated,  or  what  will  satisfy 
the  curiosity  so  long  directed  to  this  unusual  and  curious  remnant  of 
antiquity.  It  merely  tells  us  that  a  prince,  whom  nobody  ever  heard 
of  before,  of  the  name  of  Dhava,  erected  it  in  commemoration  of  his 
victorious  prowess.  He  was  of  the  Yaishnava  faith,  and  he  occupied 
the  throne  he  had  acquired  (at  Hastinapura  ?)  for  many  years ;  but  he 
seems  to  have  died  before  the  monument  was  completed.  As  there 
is  no  mention  of  royal  ancestry  we  may  conclude  that  he  was  an 
usurper. 

The  only  interesting  piece  of  information  it  contains,  is  that 
Dhava's  arms  were  employed  against  the  Yahlikas  of  Sindhu,  who 
were  combining  their  forces  to  invade  his  territories. 

The  B&hlikas  are  generally  admitted  by  the  learned  to  be  the 
Bactrians,  or  people  of  Balkh ;  but  here  the  expression  tindhor  jiid 
vdMiJtd,  the  '  conquered  Ydhlikas  of  the  Sindhu '  proves  that,  at  the 
time  of  Dhava,  the  Bactrian  principalities  extended  into  the  valley  of 
the  Indus, — ^and  it  further  proves,  what  we  have  been  led  to  suspect 
from  the  numerous  coins  with  unknown  Greek  names  in  the  P&njab, 
that,  instead  of  being  totally  annihilated  by  the  Scythians  120  years  before 
Christ,  the  descendants  of  the  Greeks  continued  to  rule,  perhaps  for  a 
century  or  two  after  Christ,  in  the  regions  south  of  the  Paropamisan  range. 
If  the  authority  of  a  graven  monument  of  high  antiquity  be  received  as 
preferable  to  the  variable  readings  of  books,  we  should  correct  the 
^I^O^I  and  If^lil  of  the  ' Rdmayana '  and  of  Hemachandra's 
lexicon,  to  ^Tt^C^* 

As  in  the  AUahdb^d  inscriptions,  the  pillar  is  called  '  his  arm  of 
fame,'  and  the  letters  engraved  thereon  are  the  typical  cuts  and  wounds 
inflicted  on  his  enemies  by  his  sword  writing  his  immortal  fame !  Baja 
Dhava  has  left  behind  him,  at  any  rate,  a  monument  of  his  skill  in 
forging  iron,  for  the  pillar  is  a  well-wrought  circular  shaft  of  iron  of 
considerable  magnitude.^ 

(Tbakblation.) 
'  1.  By  him  who,  learning  the  warlike  preparations  and  entrenchments  of  his 
enemies  with  their  good  soldiers  and  allies,  a  monument  (or  arm)  of  fame  engraved 
by  his  sword  on  their  limbs, — who,  a  master  of  the  seyen  adTantages,^  crossing  over 

^  [22}  feet  above  gronnd,  by  6  ft.  3  in.  in  circumference.] 
'  The  sapta-ntkfidni  are  the  same  as  the  saptdngam  or  '  seven  limbs '  of  govern- 
ment explained  in  the  last  inscription. 
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(the  InduB  ?),  bo  subdaed  the  Y&hlikiis  of  Sindhn,  that  eyen  at  this  day  his  difl- 
ciplined  force  ^  and  defences  on  the  south  (of  the  mer)  are  sacredly  respected  by  them. 

2.  Who,  as  a  lion  seizes  one  animal  on  quitting  hold  of  another,  secured  posses- 
sion of  the  next  world  when  he  abandoned  this,— whose  personal  existence  still  re- 
mains on  the  earth  through  the  fame  of  his  (former)  deeds ;  the  might  of  whose  arm, 
— even  though  (he  be)  now  at  rest  (deceased) — and  some  portion  too  of  the  energy  of 
him  who  was  the  destroyer  of  his  foes, — still  cleaye  to  the  earth. 

3.  By  him,  who  obtained  with  his  own  arm  an  undirided  soyereignty  on  the 
earth  for  a  long  period,  who  (united  in  himself  the  qualities  of)  the  sun  and  moon, 
who  had  beauty  of  countenance  like  the  full  moon :— by  this  same  R&ja  Dhaya,  haying 
bowed  his  head  to  the  feet  of  Vishnu,  and  fixed  his  mind  on  him, — was  this  yery  lofty 
arm  of  the  adored  Vishnu  (the  pillar)  caused  to  be  erected.' 

[This  will  probably  prove  to  be  the  most  convenient  oppor- 
tunity to  dispose  of  the  Kutila  Inscription  from  Bareli,  which, 
although  it  affords  little  or  no  information  of  historical  moment, 
is  yet  entitled  to  have  its  substance  recorded  in  conjunction  with 
the  other  local  registers  of  a  proximate  period,  on  account  of  the 
importance  att£u;hing  to  its  text,  in  a  paleeographic  point  of 
view,  combined  with  the  positive  date  of  its  endorsement,  which 
will  be  seen  to  have  constituted  one  of  the  cardinal  points  of 
Prinsep's  system  of  alphabetical  developments  ! — ] 

ACCOUNT  OF  AN  INSCRIPTION  FOUND  BY  MR.  H.  S.  B0ULDER80N, 
IN   THE  NEIGHBOURHOOD  OF  BARELf. 

The  original  copy  of  this  inscription  was  taken  in  1829  or  1830  from  a  stone  dug 
up  near  a  yillage  called  Hlahab&B,  about  fifteen  miles  N.E.  from  Visalaptir,  in  the 
Bareli  district 

[  Prinsep  proceeds  to  add  : — 1 

Col.  Stacy's  pandit  has  fomiBhed  a  modem  yersion  of  the  inscription ;  but,  on 
comparing  it  with  the  original  facsimile,  so  many  deviations  were  found,  that  I  pre- 
ferred going  through  the  whole  with  Eamal&k&nta  Pandit ;  and  I  may  safely  say 
that  the  transcript  now  giyen  is  hardly  doubtM  in  a  single  letter.  It  is  no  small 
compliment  to  Mr.  Boulderson's  transcriber,  that  in  but  one  place  is  a  letter  omitted, 
and  in  one  only  a  letter  in  excess  added. 

Eamal&k&nta  asserts  that  the  language  and  poetry  of  this  inscription  is  superior 
to  anything  he  has  yet  seen  of  the  sort.  This  is  partially  visible  in  the  translation, 
where,  although,  to  our  taste,  hyperbole  superabounds,  the  elegance  and  applicability 
of  the  eulogistic  metaphors  is  very  perceptible.    This  translation  is  again  the  work 

^  Janavidhithe  pandit  thinks  to  be  ^  a  military  post.'  — I  prefer  simply  *  disciplined 
body  of  men,'  or  *  dislipline.' 

21 
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of  my  youthful  amstant,  S&rodfcpras&d  GhakiaTartti,  merely  idiomatized  a  little  by 
myielf.    It  is  nearly  literal  throughout. 

The  &ct8  made  known  to  ua  by  the  text  are  altogether  new.  We  hare  heard 
neither  of  the  Chhindu  race  nor  of  E&j&  Lalla.  He  was,  it  seems,  the  son  of 
Malhana,  the  younger  brother  {ehargi  ^affaWu^  and  probably  an  usurper),  of 
4||^II4  inrnr*  Mdn$eh4Bf4^pratdpa  a  name  which  the  pandit  insists  upon 
oonyerting  to  M&rtanda  Prat&pa,  ('powerful  as  the  Sun,'}  as  more  consonant 
with  Hind6  nomenclature.  M(Lnachan^*B  fsither  was  YiraTarma,  who  is  simply 
stated  to  be  of  the  race  of  Chyaran,  a  mahdrishi  of  mythologic  fame,  who  captirated 
and  married  the  daughter  of  one  R&ja  Saxjati ;  but  as  she  disapproTod  of  his  yener- 
.  able  age,  he  interceded  with  Aswini-kumftra,  dipped  himself  in  a  pond,  and  was 
rejuTenilized  in  the  shape  of  that  god.  On  the  celebration  of  his  nuptials,  the  gods 
being  present,  Indra,  astonished  at  his  new  disguise,  lerelled  his  thunder  at  the 
Muni,  who  then  petrified  the  god  with  his  frown,  as  is  stated  in  the  text. 

The  temples  thus  appear  to  hare  been  built  by  a  petty  r6ja  and  his  wife,  in  the 
SamTat  year  1049,  at  a  Tillage  called  Mayuta,  in  the  district  of  Bhushana.  Enjoying 
the  advantage  of  proximity  to  Kanauj,  they  procured  good  poets  and  artists  to  sing 
and  record  their  praises. 

This  is  the  first  time  I  hare  remarked  the  name  of  the  alphabetical  character 
mentioned.  It  is  called  the  Eu^ila,  by  which  denomination  we  must  in  future 
describe  aU  documents  written  in  the  same  hand,  mid-way  between  the  modem 
Deyan&gari  and  the  Gauri  type.  A  specimen  of  the  alphabet  is  giren  in  pi.  xxxriiL 
It  is  a  peculiarity  that  the  vowels  or  diphthongs  at  and  aw,  are  always  written  like  # 
and  0  with  a  single  mark  aboye  the  line.    The  long  /,  it,  and  at  initial,  do  not  occur. 

(Extracts  from  the  Translation  by  SarodXfrasad  Chaxbayaktt.) 

Verse  3.  May  the  royal  race  of  Chhindu,  erst  the  scene  of  Lakshmi's  pastime 
and  dalliance,  the  field  of  war  and  exercises  of  well-disciplined  soldiery,  the  sea  of 
delight  of  famous  princes,  the  lake  wherein  Lakshmi  disported  as  a  swan,  the  moon 
of  repose  of  those  who  had  completed  the  career  of  heroes  and  a  consuming  fire  to 
their  enemies,  be  honourable ! 

4.  A  Mah&-ri6lii  named  Chyayan,  he  whose  jfrown  restrained  the  pride  of  the 
chief  of  gods  (Indra)  when  he  had  committed  the  well-known  crime :— who  by 
his  &me  was  celebrated  in  all  quarters  of  the  world — was  the  founder  of  this  race. 

6.  Of  this  fiimily,  famed  for  many  good  actions,  was  bom  YiraTarma,  who  was 
the  ornament  of  the  world,  and  the  crown-jewel  of  kings ;  in  whose  house  T^VghmJ 
took  up  her  abode,  foreseeing  in  it  the  birth  place  of  many  future  eminent  persons 
who  would  be  her  protectors. 

6.  He,  YiraTarma,  in  noble  qualities  well  resembled  the  kings  of  the  Solar  line ; 
he  was  powerful,  pious,  beautiful,  famous,  pure,  serious,  Tenerable,  Teracious,  moral, 
surrounded  by  the  educated,  attended  by  virtuous  men ;  his  court  was  the  seat  of 
heroism,  integrity,  patience,  and  other  rirtues. 

7.  From  him  descended  Mfrnscha^da-prat&pa,  a  man  of  warm  spirit,  who  anni- 
hilated his  foes  as  mud  dried  up  by  his  rays ;  who  was  the  omament  of  all  people,  nay 
of  the  whole  world ;  before  whose  armies,  the  multitude  of  heroic  enemies  depressing 
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the  earth  with  their  heavy  tread,  retreated  gaspixig  into  the  ahode  of  seipents  (Pfctfrla) 

and  bore  it  down  with  their  weight 

9.  His  footstool  was  worn  by  the  crowns  of  the  nnmerouB  princes  crowding  to  do 
him  homage.  He  was  the  lord  of  the  earth  whom  the  three  great  oceans  encircle  as 
a  waistband  {rashond).  He  dried  up  the  ocean  by  the  continual  intercourse  of  foreign 
princes,  as  R&ma  of  old.  He  occupied  the  ocean  like  the  mountain  on  the 
sea-shore 

13.  His  wife  Chuluki,  adorned  with  shining  qualities,  was  the  nonpareil  of  her 
day,  and  was  like  the  new  moon  to  the  lotus  faces  of  his  other  wives ;.  she  was 
descended  from  the  royal  line  of  fswara. 

14.  From  her  was  bom  a  moon-Uke  heroic  prince  named  LaUa,  who  soon 
mastered  the  world.  On  all  sides  shone  the  purity  of  his  virtues  as  the  white  kumuda 
flower,  the  moon,  or  ivory.  He  was  the  Sumeru  among  the  circle  of  the  mountains 
of  his  military  officers.  On  his  arm  Lakshmi  cast  a  fond  glance  as  she  quitted  the 
house  of  his  enemies.    He  was  the  root  of  the  Chhindu  line. 

16.  Strange  was  it  that  at  Ms  birth  flowers  were  strewed  from  heaven  on  the 
palace  of  Malhana,  and  bees  swarmed  to  sip  their  honey;  seeming  by  their  hum  to 
announce  his  future  greatness.^   .... 

20.  On  Ms  advent,  although  the  earth  now  groans  under  the  Eali-yuga,  the  golden 
age  (Satya-yuga)  again  viated  this  town,  a  town  adorned  with  weUs,  lakes,  tanks, 
and  neighbouring  parks  stocked  with  various  animals,  whose  inhabitants  are  always 
rejoicing,  and  wMch  is  borne  on  the  crest  of  the  earth. 

21.  He  presented  these  sacred  villages,  inhabited  by  the  wealthy  and  the  civilized, 
shaded  by  pleasant  trees  and  watered  by  pellucid  streams,  in  a  chartered  gift  to  the 
br&hmans. 

22.  He  caused  to  be  dug  up  a  beautiful  and  holy  canal '  near  Ms  own  palace, 
himself  a  director  of  the  right  course  to  Ms  subjects,  as  Bhftgiratha  was  to  Gangfc. 

23.  His  wife  named  Tiakshml 

27.  In  this  way  the  minds  of  the  husband  and  wife  being  sensible  of  the  insta- 
bility of  eartMy  possessions ;  and  the  stain  of  the  Kali>yuga  having  been  removed 
by  their  growing  virtues,  the  one  (or  r&ja)  has  caused  this  temple  to  be  established 
in  honour  of  the  god  who  wears  a  crescent  in  Ms  brow ;  while  the  other  (or  queen) 
did  as  much  in  honour  of  P&rbatS 

30.  May  prosperity  always  attend  Mm  and  Ms  equally-endowed  lady,  Lakskml— 
Mm,  the  chief  hero  of  the  Chhindu  line — who  with  sword  besmeared  with  the  mud 
formed  by  the  exudation  of  Ms  enemies'  elephants'  temples  has  carved  out  Ms  praise 
on  all  sides. 

31.  May  Devi,  who  dwelleth  among  mankind  to  promote  their  prosperity  and 
avert  evil,  destroy  the  sins  of  Lalla,  of  his  family,  children,  and  inmates. 

32.  The  viUi^ges  of  Mayuta  in  Bhushana  with  its  adjacent  lands  were  consecrated 
to  the  above-mentioned  god  and  goddess,  under  the  denomination  of  Devapalli. 

33.  The  famous  Lalla  granted  by  charter  one-fourth  of  his  revenues  to  the  same 
deities  for  their  worship  and  other  ceremonies. 

34.  This  inscription  was  composed  by  the  poet  Neh&l,  son  of  Siva  Rudra,  of  the 
race  of  Yatsyamuni,  an  attendant  at  the  court  of  the  rfcja,  whose  character  was  worthy 
of  Ms  name. 

1  So  Cicero  of  Plato  :  '  Bum  in  cunis  apes  in  labellis  consedissent.' 
*  Kafha-ndma,  *  called  Kafha ; '    probably  the  vulgar  term  applied  to  it  as  an 
artificial  canal,  Angliei  *  cut.' 
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35.  May  Neh&l's  wreath  of  mellifluous  yerses  shine  on  the  bosom  of  the  learned 
like  a  string  of  pearls,  the  source  of  general  delight,  ornamented  with  flowery  meta^ 
phor  and  tied  with  the  string  of  Lalla's  virtues ! 

36.  This  composition  was  copied  by  the  son  of  Yishnu-hari,  an  inhabitant  of 
Gaur,  a  proficient  in  the  Ku^ila  character. 

37.  It  was  engrayed  by  Soman&tha,  the  son  of  Kfrmadeva,  who  came  over  jfrom 
Kanyakubja,  well  skilled  in  the  use  of  the  instruments  of  engraying. 

In  the  Samyat  year  1049,  on  the  7th  of  the  dark  half  of  the  month  of  M&rga 
(Agrahana),  Thursday.     (Corresponding  with  Thursday,  6th  Noyember,  a-d.  992.) 

[The  second  inscription  on  the  Golden*  Lat  at  Dihli 
(FIrozfibad)  takes  its  appropriate  place  in  illustration  of  the 
proximate  close  of  the  Ilindu  power  in  Hindustan. 

The  monolith  whereon  this  memorial  is  traced — ^like  the 
kindred  pillar  at  Allahabad — was,  in  the  first  instance,  exclu- 
sively devoted  to  the  exhibition  of  a  counterpart  text  of  the 
Edicts  of  Asoka ;  and  here,  again,  succeeding  generations  are 
seen  to  have  taken  advantage  of  the  ready-prepared  monument 
to  supplement  a  record  of  their  own  prowess. 

It  is  necessary  to  note  that  the  original  site  of  this  Lat  was 
near  Khizrdbad,  immediately  west  of  the  Jamna,  at  the  foot  of 
the  Sewalik  mountains,  whence  the  column  was  removed  to 
Dihli  by  Feroz  ShSh  (a.h.  752  to  790).» 

1  [So  called  from  the  gilt  ^^t(  ^ala^a  *  pinnacle  or  ball/  placed  on  its  summit 
by  Feroz  Sh&h, — its  size  is  giyen  by  Shams-i  Serfij  as  32  ffoz,  eight  of  which  were 
sunk  in  the  masonry  of  its  foundation!] 

'  [The  authority  for  this  statement  is  Shams-i  Ser&j,  a  cotemporary  of  Feroz 
Sh&h.    The  annexea  passages  give  the  account  in  his  own  words: — 

The  text  goes  on  to  say  that  they  were  transported  to  Dihli,  and 

\J\    .  c:.-J:.b  ijtAs>-  jjBf"^  J-ai^  •^^T;An^^  uX-/  ^j>jO  ]j^ 

It  is  subsequently  intimated  that  it  is  the  Ehizr&b&d  l&ti  which  still  bears  on  its 
surface  the  Edicts  of  Asoka,  and  the  more  modern  inscription  of  Visala<dcTa.  The 
smaller  column,  which  is  inscribed  exclusiycly  with  the  same  Edicts  of  Asoko,  came 
from  Meerut.] 
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The  following  is  Colebrooke's  rendering  (*  As.  Res.'  viii.,  130) 
of  the  Sanskrit  text,  which  has  been  verified  by  Prof.  Wilson 
from  an  independent  copy  of  the  original  made  by  myself : — 

*  In  the  year  1220  [a.d.  1164],  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  bright  half  of  the 
month  of  Yais&kh  (this  monument)  of  the  fortunate  Ylsala  De^a,  son  of  the  fortunate 
Yella  Deva,  King  of  S&kambhari : 

As  far  as  the  Yindhya,  as  far  as  the  Himkdri,  haying  achieved  conquest  in  the 
course  of  traTelling  to  holy  places;  resentful  to  haughty  kings,  and  indulgent  to  those 
whose  necks  are  humbled ;  maUng  Aryayarta  once  more  what  its  name  signifies,  by 
causing  the  barbarians  to  be  exterminated ;  Yisala-Deva,  supreme  ruler  of  S&kambhari 
and  sovereign  of  the  earth,  is  victorious  in  the  world. 

This  conqueror,  the  fortunate  Yigraha  K&ja,  King  of  Sakambhari,  most  eminent 
of  the  tribe  which  sprang  from  the  arms  (of  Brahm&),  now  addresses  his  own  descend- 
ants :  By  us  the  region  of  the  earth  between  Himavat  and  Yindhya  has  been  made 
tributary ;  let  not  your  minds  be  void  of  exertion  to  subdue  the  remainder. 

Tears  are  evident  in  the  eyes  of  thy  enemy's  consort ;  blades  of  grass  are  perceived 
between  thy  adversaries'  teeth ;  thy  fame  is  predominant  throughout  space ;  the  minds 
of  thy  foes  are  void  (of  hope) ;  their  route  is  the  desert  where  men  are  hindered  from 
passing;  0  Yigraha  R4ja  Deva,  in  the  jubilee  occasioned  by  thy  march.  May  thy 
abode,  0  Yigraha,  sovereign  of  the  earth,  be  fixed,  as  in  reason  it  ought,  in  the 
bosoms  (akin  to  the  mansion  of  dalliance)  of  the  women  with  beautiful  eye-brows, 
who  were  married  to  thy  enemies!  There  is  no  doubt  of  thyl)eing  the  highest  of 
embodied  souls.  Didst  thou  not  sleep  in  the  lap  of  Sri,  whom  thou  didst  seize  from 
the  ocean,  having  churned  it } 

In  the  year,  from  the  fortunate  Yikram&ditya,  1220,  on  Thursday  the  15th  day  of 
the  bright  half  of  the  month  Yais&kh.  This  was  written  in  the  presence  of  .  .  . 
by  Sri-pati,  the  son  of  M&hava,  a  K&yastha  of  a  family  in  Cauda :  at  this  time  the 
fortunate  Laksha^a  P&la,  a  E&ja-putra,  is  prime  minister. 

Siva  the  Terrible,  and  the  universal  monarch !  * 

I  have  only  one  objection  to  make  to  the  transliteration  upon 
which  this  rendering  is  based,  and  that  is  to  the  conversion  of 
the  minister's  name  into  JsH^fH^UIMlM  in  lieu  of  the  ^ 
^HH^QMIH;  which  is  obvious  on  the  column.  My  eye  is  not 
likely  to  have  deceived  me  in  the  mere  transcription  of  the 
original,  especially  as  my  attention  was  necessarily  directed  to 
the  opening  letter  of  the  name  in  reference  to  the  occurrence  of 
the  self-same  designation  on  one  of  the  coins  published  by  me  in 
the  '  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soc' ;  and  I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  the 
accuracy  of  my  reading  by  finding  that  Said  Ahmad*s  artist,* 
who,  clearly,  well  understood  the  character,  has  equally  given 
this  letter  the  form  of  ^. 

'[jujLJl    ,\jJ—*A8&r.oo«-Sunn{ideed.'bvSyud Ahmed  Khto.  DihlS,1864.3 
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To  conclude  this  broken  series  of  documentary  illustrations, 
and  to  mark  autlioritatiyely  the  eclipse  of  the  Imperial  sway  of 
the  Hindus  in  their  own  land,  I  annex  the  earliest  extant  boast 
of  the  conquering  Moslems,  preserved  in  the  inscription — ^in 
the  official  language  and  character  of  Central  Asia — ^which 
records  the  capture  of  the  ancient  city  of  Dihli  (Siri)  in  a.h. 
687  ^=  A.D.  1191,  and  the  erection  of  the  Muhammadan  Mosque, 
whose  gateway  it  adorns,  and  whose  yefy  walls  and  cloisters,  it 
needed  scarcely  to*  tell  us,  were  constructed  out  of  the  materials 
obtained  £rom  the  demolition  of  the  existing  temples  of  the 
idolaters ;  the  original  cost  of  the  twenty-seven  edifices  of  this 
nature  specified  in  the  text  is  pretentiously  estimated  at  count- 
less sums  of  Dillials.' 


BBCnON   OF  FABT  OF  THE  EAST  COLOKNADB  AT  THE  KUTB. 

(Fergunon's  *  Handbook  of  Architecture,'  p.  418.) 


^  [This  date  is  by  no  means  unimportant  in  itself;  as,  if  it  be  as  trne  in  its 
intention  as  it  is  in  its  expression,  it  anticipates  the  epoch  ordinarily  assigned  to 
the  Muhammadan  conquest  of  India  by  two  years.] 

'  [  The  sum  absolutely  expressed  is  20,00,000  of  this  reprcsentatiTe  of  yalue, 
for  each  temple — or  540,00,000  in  all.  The  specific  name  of  the  coin,  as  found  in 
this  inscription,  is  read  by  Said  Ahmad  as  JuJ  J — a  more  exact  examination  of 
the  original  proves  the  word  to  be   Jl  Jj    but  the  orthograghy  is  a  matter  of 

minor  importance,  as  the  deriyation  of  tne  term  is  palpable,  and  we  know  from  the 
T&j-al-Ma&sir  that  the  coin  in  question  must  have  been  the  ordinary  standard  of  the 
country  in  a.h.  614.  The  author  of  the  latter  work  writes  the  word  (JU:»a^<^. 
I  suppose  the  original  currency  to  correspond  with  the  billon  money  of  Prithvi  K&ja 
and  others,  which  was  imitatirely  adopted  by  the  Muhammadans  in  the  early  days  of 
their  occupation  of  Hind<!i8t&n.] 
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The  cjonqueror's  name  here  emblazoned,  will  be  seen  to  be 
that  of  Kutb-ud-din  Ai-beg,  though  the  himible  dignities  he 
assumes,  and  the  insertion  of  his  feudal  Sultans'  titles  and  desig- 
nations on  the  tablet  on  the  northern  entrance  (dated  in  a.h. 
[5]92),  must  relieve  him  of  any  charge  of  doubtful  allegiance.^ 

COKCLUBTSQ    POETIOK    OF    THE    HTSGRIPTIOK    1Jin)£B    THE    ABCH    OF    THE 
EASTEBN   GA.T1S  OF  THE   XT7TB   MOSQUE,    DIHLI. 

J  cum«jJ  J  ifj\^\  i^\je\  jUaL    CJ^^J^  \j^'i\  j^\    ^^jJl  j  5jjil 

-1  arjL^   itiyuJ  jUj   *x?***^^;;JjO  0^   *J^ 


The  epigraph  over  the  outer  archway  of  the  eastern  entrance 
also  embodies  Kutb-ud-din's  name  in  the  following  terms : — 

For  the  ftdl  exhibition  of  the  localities,  I  again  avail  myself 
of  Mr.  Fergusson's  kindness,  and  the  wonted  liberality  of  his 

*  [  I  may  as  well  append  the  substance  of  this  brief  record  '—jy^  cJ . . .  ^  i  ^mJ 

A  few  of  the  inscriptions  at  the  Kutb  were  first  published  by  Walter  Ewer  in 
the  'Asiatic  Besearches/  xiy.,  p.  480.  Said  Ahmad's  work,  above  quoted,  gives 
elaborate  feussimiles,  and  transcriptions  into  modem  Arabic,  of  all  the  important 
legends.  Indeed,  the  Jj  jL^l  j\j  1 ,  Ag&r-us-Sann&did,  as  a  publication,  would 
do  credit  to  our  best  archceological  associations.  I  am  glad  to  learn  that  M.  Garcin 
de  Tassy  has  promised  us  a  full  and  complete  translation  from  the  original  TJrdti  in 
which  it  is  written. — See  ^  Journal  Asiatique,'  viii.,  p.  636.     1857.] 
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publisher,  Mr.  Murray,  and  reproduce  the  ground-plan  of 
the  ruins  in  old  Dihli,  prepared  for  the  '  Handbook  of 
Architecture '  * : — 


)tt^ 


1  [Mr.  Ferg-usson  remarkfl : — "  To  understand  the  ground-plan  (of  the  ruins  in 
old  Dihli),  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  that  all  the  pillars  are  of  Hindu,  and  all 
the  walls  of  Mahometan,  architecture.  It  is  by  no  means  easy  to  determine  whether 
the  pillars  now  stand  as  originally  arranged  by  the  Hindus,  or  whether  they  have 
been  taken  down  and  re-arranged  by  the  conquerors."  The  inscription  above  quoted 
condusiyely  determines  the  architectural  history  of  the  building.] 
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And  to  complete  the  pic- 
torial illustration  of  tlus  sec- 
tion of  the  subject,  I  further 
borrow  from  the  same  source 
a  sketch  of  the  Kutb  Min^r 
itself,  whose  position  in  the 
ground-plan  is  marked  by  the 
dark  double  circle  to  the  south 
of  the  square. 

*  The  min&r  is  48  ft.  4  in.  in  diameter 
at  the  base,  and,  when  measured  in  1794, 
was  242  ft.  in  height.  Eyen  then,  how- 
ever,  the  capital  was  ruined,  so  that  ten 
or  perhaps  twenty  feet  most  be  added  to 
this  to  complete  its  original  elevation. 
It  is  ornamented  by  four  boldly  project- 
ing balconies ;  one  at  90,  the  second  at 
140,  the  third  at  180,  and  the  fourth  at 
203  feet  from  the  ground;  between  which 
are  richly  sculptured  raised  belts  contain- 
ing inscriptions.  In  the  lower  story  the 
projecting  flutes  are  alternately  angular 
and  circular,  in  the  second  circular,  and 
in  the  third  angular  only;  above  this 
the  minfrr  is  plain,  but  principally  of 
white  marble,  with  belts  of  the  red  sand- 
stone, of  which  the  three  lower  stories 
are  composed.' — Fergusson's  *  Handbook 
of  Architecture,'  i.  421. 


This  celebrated  monument  bears  on  its  walls  memorials  of 
the  following  Sultans  : — 

1.  On  the  engraved  circlets  of  the  lower  story,  the  name  and 
titles  of  Muhammad-bin-Sdm,  and  traces  of  those  of  his  '  Sipah- 
sal&r,'  Kutb-ud-din. 

2.  Over  the  doorway  of  the  second  story,  the  designation 
and  honorific  titles  of  Shams-ud-din  Altamsh,  which  are  reite- 
rated on  the  circlets  of  that  division  of  the  building  itself,  and 
are  repeated  on  the  walls  of  the  third  and  fourth  stories. 

3.  The  name  of  Firoz  Sh&h  figures  on  the  fifth  story,  in 
connexion  with  its  restoration,  under  date  770  a.h.  . 
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4.  And  the  lower  entrance  is  superscribed  with  a  record  of 
repairs  executed  under  Sikandar-bin-Bahlol,  and  dated  909  a.h. 

Haying  disposed  of  the  inscriptions,  I  now  proceed  to  sum- 
marize the  more  remarkable  coins  of  this  '  Chohan/  or  *  bull 
and  horseman'  series,  that  have  been  published  since  Prinsep 
wrote.  The  copper  money  of  Yarka-dcTa  has  already  been 
alluded  to  (p.  42).  Passing  over  Syalapati  and  Samanta,  whose 
issues  are  sufficiently  described  in  Prinsep's  text,  I  come  to  the 
third  king  on  the  list,  the  Eumlui  of  the  Arabic  version,  and 
ift  ^t^'Wit  of  the  coins.  ('  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soc.',  ix.,  pi.  i.,  figs. 
5,  6,  7.) 

A  specimen  of  Bhima-deva's  mintage  appears  conspicuously 
in  Prinsep's  plates.  Of  Jaya-pal,  we  have  no  monetary  record, 
and  are  able  only  doubtftilly  to  identify  his  successor,  Anung-pal, 
with  the  potentate  who  put  forth  the  not  uncommon  coins  bear- 
ing on  the  obverse  (the  *  bidl '  side)  the  title  ift  ^Rl^lf  ^,  with 
the  name  of  ^  ^rN  XTTW  ^  [TT]^  on  the  reverse.*  The 
variants  of  the  Arabic  and  Persian  name  of  JUiif^-J^  may 
possibly  find  a  correct  definition  in  the  Sanskrit  form  of  the 
name  of  ^  ^QinVW  ^n^l^>  a  monarch  whose  coins'  assimilate 
to  those  of  Anung-pal,  and  whose  designation  imder  this  ortho- 
graphy is  seen  to  have  been  in  current  acceptance  in  the 
nomenclature  of  the  period ! '  The  money  of  Madana-pala-deva 
became  early  known  to  us;^  and  his  date  of  1096  a.d.  has  been 
satisfactorily  made  out.  Prithvi  Raja  scarcely  needed  to  have 
his  prominent  place  in  history  verified  by  his  mintages,  which, 
however,  in  their  abundance'  and  sites  of  discovery,  conclusively 
confirm  the  extent  of  his  sway. 

I  can  now  definitively  assign  to  Someswara-deva  of  Ajmir, 
the  coins  bearing    on    the  obverse   ^^iqO   with  the  usual 

^  ['Ariana  Antigua,'  pi.  xix.  15;  *  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soc.,'  ix.,  pi.  L,  figs.  9, 10. 

I  hare  new  coins  which  anthorise  the  additions  here  made !  ] 
»  r*  Jonr.  Roy.  As.  Soc./  ix.,  pi.  i.,  figs.  11,  12.] 
»  [VSaala-deva  Inscription,  p.  326.]  *  [PL  xxvi.  27.] 

*  [See  plates  xxr.  21;  xxn.  30;  also  *Ariana  Antiqna,'  xix.  18;   '  Jonr.  Roy. 

As.  Soc.,'  ix.,  pi.  i.,  14.] 


A&T.  XI.]  OR   ^BULL  AND   HORSEMAN'   SERIES.  331 

^  nn^  ^ — and  on  the  reverse  the  name  lS\  41*1  ^li  ^-^ 

Though  I  have  a  new  coin  of  the  prince  in  question,  I  can  add 
nothing  to  my  previous  rendering  of  the  name  of  ^41f|l-  •  •  ^ 
C  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soc.',  ix.,  pL  L,  figs.  17,  18 ;  Tod,  i.  258  P) 
Other  unpublished  coins  of  this  series  afford  a  fragmentary  read- 
ing of  a  new  designation,  which  appears  to  run  ift  41mV<I^  ^^f 
the  obverse  being  inscribed,  as  in  Someswara's  coins,   with 

I  do  not  know  that  there  are  any  more  exclusively  Hindu 
novelties  in  this  section  of  numismatics  that  I  can  usefully 
refer  to ;  but,  before  I  leave  the  subject,  I  may  be  permitted  to 
make  some  observations  in  reference  to  an  original  suggestion 
of  my  own,  that  the  ^  ^•Tlv  on  the  reverse  of  the  immedi- 
ately succeeding  Moslem  coins  was  designed  to  convey  the  title 
of  the  spiritual  representative  of  the  Arabian  Prophet  on  earth, 
embodied  for  the  time  being  in  the  Khalif  of  Baghd&d.  Sir 
H.  M.  Elliot,  placing  himself  under  the  guidance  of  Captain 
Cunningham,  has  contested  this  inference.'  I  am  not  only 
prepared  to  concede  the  fact  that  Muhammad-bin-Sam  uses 
this  term  in  connection  with  his  own  name  on  the  lower 
Kanauj  coins,  but  I  can  supply  further  independent  evidence, 
that  my  opponents  could  not  then  cite  against  me,  in  the 
association  of  this  title  with  the  names  of  the  early  Sultans 
of  Dihli  in   the   Pfflam  Inscription*   (1333  Vikramiditya)  ; 

^  [*  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soo.',  ix.,  pi.  i.,  fig.  16;  'Ariana  Antiqua,'  xiz.,  28;  Tod, 
i.  226  ;  ii.  461.] 

>  [EUiofB  'Mnhammadan  Historiami  of  India,'  152.] 

s  [ '  As&r-oos-Snimluleedj'  p.  pA*  The  curious  orthograpliy  of  these  names  may 
be  appropriately  noted  in  this  place.  My  readings  will  not,  howeyer,  be  fonnd  to 
corresDond  with  those  giyen  by  Said  Ahmad's  pandit;  hence  it  may  be  necessary  to 
state  tnat  my  transliterations  are  deriyed  independently  from  a  corrected  copy  ot  the 
original  inscription : — 

2.    W^^^ 


3.    |t^^<Vf 

5.  wirT^i(^ 


6.  ifN<^ 
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but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  can  claim  a  still  more  definitire  sup- 
port in  an  item  of  testimony  contributed  by  the  consecutive 
suite  of  the  selfsame  fabric  of  coins,  where  the  ^•Hv  is  replaced 
by  the  word  ^ift^i — ^Khalife.  As  far  as  I  have  yet  been  able  to 
ascertain,  this  transition  first  takes  place  on  the  money  of  'Ala- 
ud-din  Masa'ud  (639-644  a.h.)  :  and  here  again,  I  can  afford,  in 
all  frankness,  to  cite  further  data  that  may  eventually  bear  against 
myself,  in  recording  that  this  reverse  of  ^  «iJi^  is  combined 

in  other  cajses.with  a  broken  obverse  legend  of  —  "VfTTftW 

which,  being  interpreted  to  stand  for  the  ^,-i^^l  j^\  of  the 
Arabic  system,  may  either  be  accepted  as  the  Sanskrit  counter- 
part legend  of  Altamsh's  anonymous  coins  in  the  Persian  cha- 
racter,* or  be  converted  into  a  possible  argument  against  my 
theory,  if  supposed  to  represent  the  independent  spiritual 
supremacy  claimed  by  subsequent  Sultins  of  Dihli ;  which  last 
assignment,  however,  will  scarcely  carry  weight  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  our  knowledge.  As  regards  the  difficulty  raised 
respecting  the  conventional  acceptance  of  the  ^t  nn^  ^ 
of  the  coins  as  an  historical,  rather  than  an  individually 
titular,  impress,  I  have  always  been  fully  prepared  to  recog- 
nise the  linguistic  value  of  the  word  SamantOy  and  yet  claim 
to  retain  the  Sri  Samanta-deva — ^which  comes  down  to  us, 
in  numismatic  sequence,  in  the  place  of  honour  on  so  many 
mint  issues — as  an  independent  name  or  title,  to  which  some 
special  prestige  attached,  rather  than  to  look  upon  it  as  an 
ordinary  prefix  to  the  designation  of  each  potentate  upon  whose 
money  it  appears.  And  such  a  decision,  in  parallel  apposition 
to  the  succession  of  the  titles  of  Sri  Hamfra  and  Khalifa  just 
noticed,  would  seem  to  be  strikingly  confirmed  by  the  replace- 
ment of  this  same  legend  of  Sri  Samanta-deva,  on  the  local  coins 
of  Chahad-deva,  by  the  style  and  title  of  the  Moslem  suzerain 
to  whom  that  raja  had  eventually  to  concede  allegiance. 

The  two  classes  of  coins  to  which  I  allude,  may,  for  the 

»  [  *  Path&n  Sultiuis  of  DihlS/  by  Ed.  Thomas :  Wertheimer,  London,  1 847 ;  p.  1 7. 
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moment,  be  exemplified,  the  one  in  the  type  given  in  '  Ariana 
Antiqua/  xix.,  16 ;  the  other  in  pi.  xxvi.  31,  of  the  present 
volume. 

The  former,  when  corrected  up  and  amplified  from  more 
perfect  specimens,  will  be  found  to  bear  the  legends: — Obv. 
^TBTFrtt  ^  ^OTRT  ^.  Rev.  "^  ^Tf¥  ^— while  the  latter 
will  be  seen  to  display  an  obverse  epigraph  of  ^WTT^  ^ 
^Rret^  ^  with  a  reverse  similar  to  the  last.' 

I  understand  this  obverse  legend  to  convey,  in  imperfect 
orthography,  the  name  of  Shams-ud-din  Altamsh — whose  other 
coins,  of  but  little  varied  type,  have  a  similarly  outlined  name, 
with  the  Moslem  ^  IpftT*   on  the  reverse.' 

My  space  does  not  permit  me  to  enter  into  any  more  full 
detail  of  the  subordinate  varieties  of  this  class  of  money,  which 
extends  itself  over  many  geographical  ramifications,  and  leaves 
traces  of  the  original  type  among  the  local  currencies  for  cen- 
turies after  this  epoch.  But  I  may  properly  advert  to  two  off- 
shoots of  the  family  of  earlier  development. 

First — ^the  coin,  of  which  the  annexed  woodcut  is  a  correct 
representation : — evincing  in  its  typical  treatment  approximate 
alliance  with  the  introductory  mintages  of  Syala  and  Samanta — 
having  indeed  the  very  title  of  the  latter  monarch  in  Sanskrit 
on  its  obverse,  with  the  name  of  Masa'ud  (J^****^)  of  Ghaznl 
(421  to  432  A.H.)  in  the  Kufic  character  on  its 
reverse.  A  similar  piece — ^also  from  the  cabinet 
of  Mr.  Bayley— exhibits  less  clearly,  but  with  little 
room  for  controversy,  the  Arabic  letters  of  the 
name  of  Muhammad,  another  son  of  the  great 
Mahmud ! 

And  finally,  to  demonstrate  by  a  more  modem  example  the 
favor  which  this  stamp  obtained  with  foreign  conquerors,  even 
as  it  was  held  in  honour  among  the  indigenous  races,  I  may 


'  [  Sec  also  *  Ariuna  Antiqua,'  xix.  31,  37  ;  *rathkn  Kings,*  p.  16.] 
'^  [Unpublished.] 
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exhibit  the  accompanying  sketch  of   a    coin   of  'Ala-ud-dm 
Muhammad  E3i'arizmi  (669  to  617  a.h.) 

Obv.  ^JJI  j  UjJI  ic  jjac  511  ^UaUl 
Rev.  j^UaLJl  ^J)  Xkas* 

Below  the  horse,  in  a  line  with  the  spear:  ^^^V  BdnUdn.^ — E.T.] 
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(pi.  xxyii.) 

In  antiquity,  the  present  series  doubtless  should  take 
precedence  of  those  depicted ,  in  the  last  three  plates ; 
perhaps  it  should  rank  next  to  the  Behat  or  Buddhist 
group,  for  it  has  an  important  symbol  in  common  with 
them.  My  only  reason  for  delaying  to  notice  it  until  the 
last,  has  been  the  hope  of  receiving  a  further  accession  of 
specimens  from  Lieut.  Bumes,  who  lately  forwarded  me 
several  coins,  and  afterwards  wrote  me  that  he  had  come 
on  a  further  treasure  of  them  in  the  course  of  some 
excavations  in  Cutch. 

A  few  specimens  of  the  new  accessions,  selected  by 
Wathen  at  Bombay,  did  not  add  much  to  the  variety 
with  which  I  had  already  become  acquainted,  from  the 
collections  of  Karamat  'Alf  and  Mohan  Lai,  of  Lieut. 
Conolly,  and  especially  of  Col.  Stacy.  Some  of  these  I 
have  before  made  known ;  other  varieties  have  been  long 
since  published  in  Col.  Tod's  plate  of  coins  in  the  Trans- 
actions of  the  Eoyal  Asiatic  Society;  but  there  are  many 

>  [  *  Kings  of  Ghanil/  by  Ed.  Thomaa ;   *  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soc.',  p.  116,  1848.] 
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entirely  new,  in  the  plate  I  am  now  about  to  introduce 
to  my  readers. 

In  the  first  place,  however,  I  am  pledged  to  prove 
that  the  type  of  this  series  of  Indian  coins  is  a  fourth 
example  of  imitation  of  a  Grecian  original.  The  very 
style  and  beauty  of  the  profile  on  some  of  the  earlier 
specimens  (figs,  1,  3,  10,)  might  be  enough  to  convince 
an  artist  or  a  sculptor  of  the  fstct,  for  we  might  in  vain 
seek  such  accurate  delineations  of  the  human  features  on 
any  genuine  Hindu  coin:  witness  the  degradation  to 
which  the  very  same  device  soon  arrives  under  its  Hindti 
adoption.  But  a  comparison  with  the  coins  of  the 
Arsakian  and  Sassanian  dynasties  of  Persia,  which  are 
confessedly  of  Greek  origin,  may  go  farther  to  satisfy  a 
sceptic  on  this  point.  The  mode  of  dressing  the  hair 
belongs  exclusively  to  Farthia:  none  of  the  genuine 
Bactrians  even  have  it ;  and  in  the  whole  of  our  Indo- 
Scythic  acquaintance,  it  will  only  be  seen  on  the  medals 
of  Kodos,  engraved  as  figs.  11-13,  of  pi.  xiii.  In  him 
the  likeness  is  perfect,  and  him,  therefore,  I  would  deem 
the  progenitor  of  this  Saurashtra  group,  so  similar  in 
size,  weight,  metal,  and  contour  of  the  head.  The 
marked  distinction  between  the  two  is  confined  to  the 
reverse.  Here,  a  long  Devanagari  inscription,  encircling 
a  curious  monogram,  is  substituted  for  the  standing  figure 
with  his  hitherto  uninterpreted  motto,  makap PAHeper. 

A'propoB  of  this  seemingly  impossible  Greek  com- 
bination; even  while  I  am  writing  this  passage,  the 
explanation  starts  to  my  imagination — ^like  an  enigma 
or  puzzle  laid  aside  for  an  interval,  and  taken  up  by 
chance  in  a  position  in  which  its  solution  strikes  palpably 
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• 

on  the  eye — and  the  wonder  arises  how  it  could  have 
escaped  detection  at  the  first !  It  may  be  remembered 
that,  in  describing  the  various  mottos  on  the  reverses  of 
the  Kanerki  and  Kadphises  group,  in  my  last  notice,  I 
remarked  a  curious  instance  of  the  word  okpo,  '  the  Sun,' 
being  changed  into  apaokpo,  '  the  great  Sun.' ' 

Now  Aspo  was  also  one  of  the  original  simple  deno- 
minations of  the  same  class,  supposed  to  be  of  a  like  import 
with  Mithra.  By  the  rule  of  mutations,  the  addition  of 
APAA  or  APTA,  *  great,'  would  lengthen  the  initial  vowel  of 
this  word,  or  change  it  into  an  H,  and  produce  the 
compound  form,  apahspo,  *  the  great  Athra.'  Giving  a 
Greek  termination,  and  putting  it  as  usual,  in  the  geni- 
tive case,  we  shall  have  makapos  APAnepor,  ^  of  the  blessed 
ard-Athra.'  This  is  the  very  expression  existing  on  the 
coin,  supplying  only  a  single  letter,  A,  which  is  cut  off 
through  the  imperfection  of  the  die.  Here  we  have  a 
happy  illustration,  as  well  of  the  connection  between  the 
several  groups  and  their  respective  objects  of  worship,  as 
of  the  gradual  and  necessary  development  which  these 
interesting  researches  are  calculated  to  produce.  Further, 
on  conversing,  this  moment,  with  a  pandit  from  the 
Panjab,  I  learn  that  the  Sun  is  called  in  the  Pushtd 
language  ^Wipi  or  ^IHTW,  a  corruption,  he  says,  from  the 
pure  Sanskrit  ^ITf^  aditya^  whence  may  be  derived,  in  a 
similar  manner.  Ait- war  or  Et-war,  the  common  Hindu 
expression  for  *  Sunday.'    To  all  of  these  forms,  the  simi- 

»  Mr.  Tre^ar  writes  to  mc,  that  he  has  just  met  with  a  duplicate  of  the  gold 
APAOKPO  coin,  pi.  xxiv.,  fig.  6.  It  was  stated  to  haTe  becD  da^  up  by  a  ^asant  in 
the  Jaunpur  district,  along  with  fifty  others,  which  were  immediately  committed  to 
the  melting-pot.  I  may  here  take  occasion  to  notice,  that  the  pilgrim  who  sold  the 
three  coins  of  Kadjihises  in  the  b&zlii  of  Ben&res  was  not  a  Mar&tni,  but  a  native  of 
the  Panj&b. 


Ftxxvzr. 
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larity  of  the  Zend  word  Athro  is  obvious,  and  we  need 
therefore  seek  410  refined  subtlety  in  admitting  it  to 
worship  as  the  etherial  essence  of  the  sun,  since  it  can 
with  so  much  more  simplicity  be  understood  as  a  common 
denomination  of  the  solar  orb  itself.  It  should  be  re- 
marked that  the  effigy  of  apahspo,  like  that  of  aspo,  has 
flames  on  his  shoulders. 

I  will  not  stop  to  inquire,  whether  the  change  from 
the  Sanskrit  okpo  (Arka),  to  the  Pushtu  or  Zend  aspo 
( Aita),  has  any  possible  connection  with  a  parallel  change 
in  the  family  designation  of  the  Saurashtra  princes  who 
were,  in  the  first  centuries  of  the  Christian  era,  marked 
by  the  affix  *  Bhatarka,'  ('  cherished  by  Arka,')  but  after- 
wards, for  a  long  succession  of  reigns,  were  known  by  the 
surname  of  Aditya;  but  will  proceed  to  describe  the 
immediate  contents  of  the  plate  now  under  review. 

Figs.  1-3  are  placed  at  the  head  of  the  series,  because  in  them  the 
head  bears  the  nearest  analogy  to  its  prototype.  In  fig.  1,  indeed,  the 
letters  behind  the  head  may  be  almost  conceived  to  belong  to  kUJaot. 
In  the  centre  of  the  reverse  is  the  so-called  Chaitya  symbol ;  which, 
had  it  only  occurred  on  these  descendants  of  a  Mithraic  coin,  I  should 
now  be  inclined  to  designate  a  symbol  of  the  holy  flame,  trilingual  and 
pyramidal,  of  the  Sassanian  fire-worship.  The  marginal  writing  may 
with  certainty  be  pronounced  to  be  an  ancient  form  of  Sanskrit ;  but  I 
cannot  attempt  to  read  it.  In  figures  a,  h,  0,  I  have  copied  the  lines 
from  three  other  coins,  and  have  thus  ascertained  that  a  portion  of  the 
legend  is  the  same  in  all,  while  the  remainder  varies.  The  fonner 
doubtless  comprehends  the  regal  titles ;  but  in  it  there  is  no  approach 
to  the  ordinary  Indian  terms  of  Eaja,  Rao,  etc.  The  six  parallel 
letters  may  be  read  l|<8i^Mi|. 

Figs.  4  and  5  difier  from  the  preceding  in  the  central  device,  which 
now  bears  a  rude  resemblance  to  the  human  figure.  The  letters  and 
general  execution  are  very  imperfect. 

Figs.  6-9  aire  one  step  Airther  removed  from  perfection.  The 
legend,  where  best  preserved,  as  in  fig.  9,  appears  a  mere  repetition  of 
the  letter  p,  with  the  suffix  r,  rt ,  and  y.     There  are  three  letters  behind 
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the  head  in  fig.  7,  which  may  he  taken  either  for  oomipted  Greek,  or 
for  the  Pehlyf  of  the  Saasanian  coinB,  ouo.  The  central  symbol  has 
the  form  of  a  trident.  lieut.  Bnmes  informs  me  tfiat  several  hundred 
of  these  three  species  of  coins  were  fonnd  in  Eatch  in  1830  in  a  copper 
yessel  buried  in  the  rains  of  Foragarh,  twenty  miles  west  of  Bhoj,  a 
place  of  great  antiquity,  and  yet  marked  by  the  ruins  of  a  palace  and  a 
mint. 

Figs.  10-12  are  of  a  diAarent  type,  though  nearly  allied  to  the 
former;  they  are  not  only  found  in  Gujardt,  but  at  Kanauj,  XJjjain,  and 
generally  in  Upper  India.  Lieut.  Cunningham  has  just  sent  me  im- 
pressions of  flye  yery  weU-preseryed  specimens  procured  at  Beuires,  on 
which,  in  front  of  the  fiBce,  are  seen  some  letton,  yery  like  the  Fehlyf 
character,  e|«e««9.  The  Sanskrit,  too,  is  not  of  the  dongated  fonn  of 
the  upper  group,  but  exactly  like  that  of  Wathen's  Gujardt  inscriptions. 
Not  haying  yet  saooeeded  in  deciphering  them,  it  is  needless  to  copy 
out  the  mere  letters  at  present.  The  symbol  in  the  centre  will  be 
recognised  as  the  peacock,  sacred  to  Eum&ra,  the  Mars  of  the  Bijputs, 
alluded  to  in  the  precediog  obeeryations. 

[  I  extract  from  the  *  Jour.  As.  Soc.,  Beng.',  (vi.  of  1865, 
N.S.,  No.  Ixxyi.),  my  decipherment  of  these  legends,  together 
with  some  further  obsenrations  on  the  coins  and  their  local 
associations : — 

Cl.  1.    KumAra  GuPTii,  xxTii.,  figs.  10-12. 

Ik9{o)  jayaU  v\fitdvanir  a9<m%pati{h)  Kumdra  Gupto, 
*  His  Majesty,  Enmtoi  Gupta,  who  has  subdued  the  earth,  rules/ 

Cl.  2.    SK.ANDA  GuFTA,  *  J.R.A.S.',  xii.,  pL  ii.,  figs.  52,  53. 

Fifitdvanir  avampati(r)  Jaifati  deva{h)  Skanda  Oupta-y. 
Cl.  3.    BuDHA  Gupta,  '  J.R.A.S.',  xiL,  pi,  ii.,  figs.  55.  57. 

D&p(p)jaytUi  vffitdvanir  avanipatHh)  Sri  Bttdha  Ot^to. 

When  once  fiurly  deciphered,  these  legends  will  be  seen  to  present  bat  few  difii- 
culties.  The  lapidaiy  inscriptionB  have  already  prored  that  the  Gnpta  artists  indulged 
in  faulty  Sanskrit  orthography  as  well  as  in  grammatical  errors,  so  I  need  not  detain 
my  readers  by  any  comments  upon  minor  imperfections,  while  the  general  sense  of 
the  legend  is  sufficiently  clear.  I  must  mention  that,  in  my  DcTan^gari  transcripts, 
I  have  adhered  serrilely  to  the  original  legends  impressed  upon  the  coins ;  the  version 
in  the  Roman  type  is  corrected  up  to  Sanskrit  requirements. 

There  is  a  superfluous  ^  (or  possibly  an  ^  after  the  VJf  on  Skanda  Gupta's  coins, 
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the  me  of  which  is  not  apparent,  bat  which  clearly  takes  the  place  of  the  final  o  in 
Enmfiza's  legends. 

I  may  note  that  Knm&ra  Onpta's  ooina  display  both  the  old  form  of  if  and  the 
more  specially  Gnpta  outline  of  that  character.  (' J.  A.  S.B.%  ir.,  pi.  zlix.,  figs.  10  and  1 2.) 
The  jf  is  also  seen  in  its  transition  state  from  the  triple-lined  letter  of  early  days  to 
the  almost  modem  form;  while,  at  times,  it  appears  on  Skanda's  money  as  a  character 
not  easily  distingmshable  from  the  later  Kmn&ra  if  jnst  adyerted  to.  This  eztensiTe 
modification  of  the  Jft  in  the  nnmismatic  alphabet,  is  the  more  cnrions,  as  the  corres- 
ponding lapidary  character  retains  all  the  essentials  of  its  ancient  outline  thronghont 
the  Gnpta  inscriptions,  from  the  AllahiibCLd  pillar  to  Bndha  Gnpta's  record  at  Eran ; 
and  eyen  on  to  Toramfrna's  inscription  at  the  same  place. 

The  weights  of  these  coins  run  as  foUows : — 

Nine  fair  specimens  of  Knmfira's  mintages  ayerage  Sd.l  grains :  highest  weight, 
88  grains. 

Eight  Mr  specimens  of  Skanda's  coinage  ayerage  81.7  grains:  highest  wdght,  36 
grains. 

Dr.  Swiney's  coin  of  Bndha  (No.  66,  pi.  ii., '  J.R.A.S.',  xii.)  weighs  32  grains. 

Their  relatiye  rarity  may  be  approximately  inferred  by  the  numbers  of  the  coins 
of  each  prince  in  Col.  Stacy's,  my  own,  and  Mr.  Freeling's  collections. 

Stacy.  Thomas.  Freeling. 

Kum6ra's 6  6  7 

Skanda's 4  4  1 

Budha's 0  0  0 

Doubtful 2  1  1 

Total    .        .        12  11  9 

These  coins  of  the  *  peacock '  type  would  seem  to  haye  formed  the  recognised 
silyer  currency  of  the  central  and  eastern  prorinces  of  the  Gupta  dominions ;  for, 
though  they  are  found  in  limited  numbers  amid  the  hoards  of  the  local  coinage  of 
the  western  states,  the  relatiye  proportions  seem  to  be  reyersed  in  the  'finds' 
of  the  eastern  districts  of  the  Gupta  empire.  Those  in  my  own  collection  haye 
chiefly  been  obtained  from  Kanauj  itself,  while  Mr.  Freeling's  centre  of  operations  is 
Hamirpur  on  the  Jamnii;  but  all  his  nine  pieces  were  obtained  from  the  eastward 
of  that  riyer. 

It  may  be  useful  to  summarize  the  proyed  dates,  discoyered  on  the  yarious 
specimens  of  the  *  peacock '  coins ;  the  consideration  of  the  grounds  whereon  these  deter- 
minations are  based  is  to  be  found  at  p.  651,  '  J.A.S.B.',  No.  yii.,  1866. 

Of  Eum6ra's  coins,  some  bear  ciphers  for  one  hmdred,  twmUy,  and  OfM  =  121 ; 
others  display  figures  for  124 ;  one  piece  discloses  a  unit  for  6,  and  another  a  sign 
which  I  doubtfully  class  as  a  9,  but  in  both  these  instances  the  decimal  cipher 
is  obliterated. 

Skanda  Gupta's  money  continues  the  series  in  the  use  of  the  same  figures  for  <me 
hundred^  with  the  addition  of  two  new  symbols  in  the  decimal  place. 

Bndha  Gupta,  in  like  manner,  dates  in  the  first  century  of  the  given  era,  but  the 
yalue  of  his  second  cipher  is  undetermined. 

His  inscription  at  Sanchi,  it  will  be  remembered,  bears  date  166. 

Cl.  4.— TonAiOifA. 
Silver :  wt.  32  grains :  unique  and  unpublished. 
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Obtbbsk.— The  Oful  S&h  type  of  profile,  bat  with  the  artistic  meriU  etill  further 
diminiihed.    The  head  is  tamed  the  leverse  way  and  looks  to  the  left. 

In  front  of  the  profile  are  seen  the  figares  for  ^hi^  with  an  indeterminate  symbol 
in  the  unit  pbice. 

Beybhsb.  —DoTice :  Peacock  greatly  debased  and  fiicing  more  to  the  left 

Leosnd  :-(facsimile}-  ^«i  VS  ^B  ^^  ^  '^^B  ^  1  ^^      ^^'''"^   ^SS^Jj^f 

Toramfcna,  it  will  be  remembered,  is  thos  adyerted  to  in  the  inscription  on  the 
Varftha  image  at  Eran  in  BhopU :  *'  When  the  great  r&ja,  Toramfrna,  the  very  fiunoos 
and  beantiful,  the  king  of  kings,  goyemed  the  earth ;  in  the  first  year  of  his  reign, 
on  the  10th  day  of  Ph61gana : "  etc.  (p.  240.) 

Prinsep,  in  noticing  this  monument,  in  connexion  with  the  Bndha  Gnpta  record 
on  the  associate  pillar,  prefaces  his  trandations  with  a  snmmary  of  the  relstiye  dates 
of  each  inscription  as  illustrated  by  their  respectiye  contexts.  He  obseryes,  "  The 
temple  was  built  by  Dhanya  Yishna,  the  confidential  minister  of  B&ja  Mfttri  Vishnu, 
the  son  of  Hari  Vishnu,  grandson  of  Varuna  Vishnu,  and  great  grandson  of  Indra 
Vishnu ;  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Toram&na  of  Sur&shtra  (?) :  and — 

'  The  pillar  was  erected  by  Vaidala  Vishnu,  the  son  of  Hasti  Vishnu,  also  grand- 
son of  Varuna  Vishnu;  and  at  the  cost  of  Dhanya  Vishnu,  on  the  14th  of  Asarh  in 
the  year  166,  in  the  reign  of  Budha  Gupta  in  Sur&sbtra,  comprehending  the  country 
between  ....  the  Ealindi  or  Jamnfr  and  the  Narmada,  or  Nerbudda."  (p.  248.) 

Prinsep  was  clearly  disposed  to  infer  that  the  temple  was  built  prior  to  the  erec- 
tion of  the  pillar,  and  in  this  supposition  I  myself  was  formerly  inclined  to  concur ; 
but  the  degradation  of  the  type  of  Toram&na's  imitation  of  the  Gupta  '  peacock '  coins 
places  the  matter  beyond  a  question,  and  would  leaye  me  no  altematiye  but  to  con- 
clude that  Toram&na/o//(m>«f  Budha  Gupta  after  some  inconsiderable  interval;  but 
my  late  admission  of  Budha  Gupta  into  the  direct  succession  of  the  Gupta  kings, 
which  has  been  freely  conceded  on  the  absolute  identity  of  the  style  of  his  silyer 
money  with  that  of  the  newly-deciphered  pieces  of  Kumkra  and  Skanda  Gupta,  has 
already  sanctioned  the  result  claimed  by  the  present  discoyery. 

But  this  unique  specimen  of  Toram&na's  mintage  famishes  us  with  further  matter 
of  speculation,  in  such  portion  of  the  date  as  still  remains  on  its  surface.  The  cipher 
for  hundredtf  which  should  appear  opposite  the  forehead  of  the  profile,  seems  to  haye 
been  worn  away  in  the  course  of  the  ordinary  currency  of  the  piece.  The  decimal 
figure  is  sufficiently  well  preserved ;  and  though  it  would  be  possible  to  read  it  as  the 
\  for  one  hundred^  yet  both  its  position  and  its  outline  alike  claim  for  it  the  value  of 
eighty :  lowest  in  order  appears  a  symbol  which  equally  suggests  a  remote  doabt, 
and,  were  there  any  figure,  or  portion  of  a  figure,  in  the  space  below,  it  might  be  taken 
for  a  9 ;  except  that,  not  only  is  there  no  cross-bar  to  complete  that  sign,  but  there 
is  a  semblance  of  an  up-stroke  beyond  the  second  vertical  line,  which  assimilates  it 
with  the  Gupta  unit  entered  last  in  the  line  in  the  plate  of  fac-similes.  [pi.  xl.  a.] 

If  these  interpretations  be  correct,  we  have  Budha  Gupta  dating  up  to  166,  and 
Toram&na  issuing  coin  in  what  we  may  fairly  conclude  to  be  om^  hundred  and  eighty 
odd,  or  about  the  very  period  that  might  have  been  selected  for  his  epoch  upon  other 
grounds. 

The  style  of  the  coin  legend  also  demands  brief  notice.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
Gupta  numismatic  practice  ot  arranging  both  the  short  and  long  vowel  t  above  the 
line  of  m&tr&s  (or  more  frequently  omitting  them  altogether),  is  here  so  far  modem- 
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iied  that  the  ehort  f^  is  brought  down  before,  and  the  long  i  after,  the  consonant  to 
which  it  is  attached.  The  Budha  Gupta  inscription  at  Bran,  like  the  Skanda  Gnpta 
writing  at  Kah&on,  still  continues  to  use  the  old  form  of  the  long  Towel,  while  the 
Toram&na  record  symbolizes  the  sound  by  a  character  similar  to  that  on  the  coin. 

The  short  vowel,  on  the  other  hand,  is  already  fully  subjected  to  the  modified 
mode  of  expression  in  the  Budha  Gupta  inscription. 

The  Gujar&t  copper-plates  of  later  days  do  not,  howeyer,  accept  these  new  forms, 
but  adhere  to  the  general  outline  of  the  ancient  superposed  yowel.' — E.T.] 

Figs.  13-15.  The  popular  name  for  these  rade  coins^— of  silver  and 
of  copper — iSf  according  to  Bumes,  in  Gujordt,  *Qadhia-k4  paisa',  '  Ass- 
money,*  or  rather,  *  the  money  of  Gadhia,'  a  name  of  Vikramaditya, 
whose  father  Jayanta,  one  of  the  Gandharbas,  or  heavenly  choristers,  is 
reputed  to  have  been  cursed  by  Indra,  and  converted  into  an  ass. 
Wilford,  in  his  Essay  on  the  Era  of  Yikramaditya,  ('As.  Ees.',  ix. 
155)  endeavours  to  trace,  in  this  story,  the  Persian  fable  of  Bahr&m- 
Gor's  amours  with  an  Indian  princess,  whence  were  descended  the 
Gardabhina  dynasty  of  Western  India  {ffordahha  being  the  Sanskrit 
equivalent  for  gor,  *  an  ass.')  The  story  is  admitted  into  the  prophetic 
chapters  of  the  '  Agni-Pur&na,'  and  is  supported  by  traditions  all  over  the 
country.  Eemains  of  the  palace  of  this  Yikrama  are  shewn  in  Gujardt, 
in  TJjjain,  and  even  at  Ben&res !  The  Hindus  insist  that  this  Yikrama 
was  not  a  paramount  sovereign  of  India,  but  only  a  powerM  king  of  the 
western  provinces,  his  capital  being  Cambat  or  Cambay :  and  it  is 
certain  that  the  princes  of  those  parts  were  tributary  to  Persia  from  a 
very  early  period.  The  veteran  antiquarian,  Wilford,  would  have  been 
delighted,  could  he  have  witnessed  the  confirmation  of  his  theories 
afforded  by  the  coins  before  us,  borne  out  by  the  local  tradition  of 
a  people  now  unable  even  to  guess  at  the  nature  of  the  curious 
and  barbarous  marks  on  them.  'None  but  a  professed  studier  of  coins 
could  possibly  have  discovered  on  them  the  profile  of  a  face  after  the 
Persian  model,  on  one  side,  and  the  actual  Sassanian  fire-altar  on  the 
other ;  yet  such  is  indubitably  the  case,  as  an  attentive  consideration  of 
the  accumulation  of  Hues  and  dots  on  figs.  13,  16,  will  prove.  The  dis- 
tortion of  the  face  has  proceeded  from  an  undue  relief  being  given  by 
the  die-cutter  to  the  forehead  and  cheek:  and  this  has  by  degrees 
apparently  deceived  the  engraver  himself,  who  at  last  contents  himself 
with  a  deeply  projecting  oblong  button,  encircled  by  dots,  (figs.  16- 
18) !  ShoiQd  this  fire-altar  be  admitted  as  proof  of  an  Indo-Sassanian 
dynasty  in  Saurashtra,  we  may  find  the  date  of  its  establishment  in  the 
epoch  of  Yesdijird,  the  son  of  Bahram-Gor ;  supported  by  the  concurrent 
testimony  of  the  '  Agni-Purana,  that  Yikrama,'  the  son  of  Gadharupa, 

>  [  Wathen,  *  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.*,  iv.,  pi.  xl.] 
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ahould  ascend  the  throne  of  Ittlayi  (Ujjain)  753  yean  after  the 
expiation  of  Ch&nakja,  or  a.d.  441. 

Pig.  17  is  one  of  several  very  cniions  coins  in  Stacjr's  cabinet. 
The  obvene  shews  it  to  be  a  direct  descendant  of  15  or  16,  the  '  Chouka^ 
ddka'  of  Stacy ;  while  the  N&gari  inscription  of  the  reverse  is  at  once 
perceived  to  agree  with  the  second,  or  Gaur,  series  of  the  Kanauj  coins. 
I  adverted  to  this  &ct  before,  and  stated  that  it  seemed  to  point  to  the 
paramount  influence  of  the  P41a  fiimily  of  Eanauj  fix>m  Gaur  in  Bengal 

to  Gujar&t.    The  inscription  has  the  letters  ^  ^ H^  probably 

Sri  Sdmanta  or  Sdmara  Pdla-deva. 

Fig.  18  is  a  more  modem  variety  of  the  '  Choiikaduka,'  on  which 
the  fire-altar  is  replaced  by  N4gar{  letters  of  the  eleventh  or  twelfth 
century.  The  riding  appears  ^illW  8r%  Ka^a  (?)  but  it  is  more 
probably  ^  IfTfT  Sri  Kdla,  for  we  find  a  Kala-deva  in  the  Gujarat 
list  towards  the  close  of  the  eleventh  century,  whom  Wilford  would 
identify  with  Vfsala-deva  of  Dihli. 

Figs.  19,  20.  I  have  placed  these  two  novelties  from  Stacy's 
cabinet  in  juxtaposition  with  the  Saur&shtra  group,  because  we  see 
in  them  the  evident  remains  of  the  *  fire-altar'  device  of  figs.  13,  15. 
The  body  of  the  altar  only  is  removed  and  replaced  by  the  Sanskrit 
^  Sri ;  the  opposite  fece  has  the  very  legible  letters — IfT^re  8^  or  Jj^ 
Hdsas,  40  or  41.  The  explanation  of  ^PGTQ^in  Wilson's  Dictionary  is — 
'  the  moon  (in  the  language  of  the  Yedas)' ;  but  it  would  be  hazardous 
to  interpret  Sri  Hdsae  as  indicative  of  a  lunar  worship,  or  an  adoption 
of  a  lunar  motto,  in  contrast  with  the  solar  effigy  and  the  fire  emblems 
that  preceded  it.  ^  Sri,  by  itself,  is  still  impressed  upon  the  Shah- 
* Alam  coin  of  Malwa,  which  is  denominated  from  this  circumstance  the 
Sri-6ah{  rupee.^  It  is  an  epithet  of  the  goddess  Lakshmf,  and  denotes 
pure  Hinduism  in  the  reigning  dynasty. 

Hdsy  taken  separately,  may  be  a  contraction  of  Hastindpur  or  Hansf , 
the  place  of  coinage,  and  ;Qf  8^  °"^y  ^  '  Samvat  40'  or  41,  the  year  of 
reign. 

Figs.  21  and  22  should  rather  have  found  a  place  among  the  P41a 
coins  of  Eanauj  ;  for  on  the  reverse  of  both,  sufficient  of  the  Gaur  alpha- 
betic characters  are  seen  to  enable  us  to  fill  up  the  whole  reading  as 
^  ^I^RT  ^'Jf  Sri  Ajaya-dwa,  The  obverse  seems  to  be  a  rude  outline 
of  a  horse  or  a  bull. 

At  the  foot  of  this  plate  I  have  inserted  a  few  miscellaneous  coins, 
which  I  was  doubtfrd  where  to  place  with  propriety,  or  which  have 
reached  me  since  the  foregoing  plates  went  to  press. 

^  Sec  vol.  ii.—*  Useful  Tables,'  p.  68. 
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Fig.  23  is  in  Stacy's  oollectioii,  a  biass  coin  of  unique  appearance ; 
on  the  obyerse,  a  seated  figoie,  adorned  with  a  'glory' ;  on  the  reverBe, 
an  um  containing  flowers;  and,  across  t&e  fleld,  in  the  ancient  Jform  of 
Banskrity  ^T^^fJT  vagvpaU :  around  the  margin,  on  both  sides,  is  a 
garland  of  roses. 

Fig.  24  is  a  recent  accession  to  Stacy's  collection;  on  one  side  abnll 
and  staff,  with  the  unknown  word  ?nnT9i  on  the  other  side,  the 
peacock  of  Eumira  and  a  palm-tree  (?)  This  coin  is  evidently  allied  to 
those  found  by  Mr.  Spiers,  in  the  Allahibdd  district,  and  figured 
in  pi.  yiii. ;  two  of  them  are  here  re-engrared  as  being  more 
in  place.  lieut.  Cunningham  has  a  duplicate  of  25,  with  a  fWer 
inscription  in  the  Allahibdd  form  of  Ndgarf;  I  shall  take  a  future 
opportunity  of  engraving  it. 

Fig.  27  is  a  copper  coin  found  in  the  parcel  lately  received  from 
Ear&mat '  Alf .  It  is  remarkable  for  containing  the  motto  of  the  Bajpiit 
series—^  ^RHV  ^^  '^  Samara-  (or  Samanta-ydevaf  with  an  elephant 
instead  of  a  bull ;  while,  on  the  reverse,  the  rude  outline  of  a  horse 
without  a  rider  seems  encircled  by  a  Fehlvf  legend:  a  coin  nearly  similar 
was  engraved  in  the  plate  of  Bumes'  coins,  pi.  zi.  [ii.],  fig.  17,  p.  318 
of  vol.  ii.  *  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.' 

[  The  comiecting  bands  joining  the  obverse  and  reverse  of 
these  coins  in  the  engraving  seem  to  have  been  erroneously 
inserted.  The  ligatures  should  have  been  perpendicular,  instead 
of  horizontal  Thus  the  obverse  halves  of  the  two  coins  resolve 
themselves  into  a  single  piece  of  Eutlugh  (p.  37),  while  the 
remaining  reverses  represent  the  two  surfaces  of  a  coin  of 
Samanta-deva.] 

Fig.  28,  from  the  same  source  as  the  last,  is  also  nearly  a  duplicate 
of  fig.  14  of  the  above  plate,  except  that  it  has  the  tinha,  *  lion,'  for 
reverse,  instead. of  the  horse;  the  letters  correspond  exactly,  but, 
though  individually  distinct  enough,  I  can  make  nothing  of  the 
context 
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SXTKACTS  FROM  THE  <  SECOND  MEMOIR  ON  THE  ANCIENT  COINS 
POUND  AT  BE6HRAM,  IN  THE  EOHISTAN  OP  KABUL.  Bt  C. 
MiLflsON/    (/on.,  1886.) 

I  hid  the  pleMore  last  year  to  rabmit  a  Memoir  [tee  p.  80]  on  the  coint  diBOOTered  at 
Beghr&m,  and  now  beg  to  offer  a  second,  containing  the  resnlti  of  my  collection  of  the 
present  year  from  the  same  pbice :  the  observations  which  these  coins  suggest  I  shall 
preface  by  a  few  remarks,  tending  to  illnstrate  the  locality  of  the  spot  where  they  are 
found,  as  well  as  some  other  points  connected  with  it. 

I  shall  also  submit,  in  this  Memoir,  the  results  of  discoTeries  in  other  places,  made 
during  the  year,  so  far  as  they  refer  to  numismatology ;  in  the  hope  of  contributing 
to  the  fiurther  elucidation  of  the  history  of  the  countries  from  which  I  write. 

The  dasht  or  'plain'  of  Beghr&m  bears  N.  16  E.  fr^m  the  modem  city  of  K&bnl, 
distant  by  computation  eighteen  ordinary  hot;  and  as  the  line  of  road  has  few 
sinuosities  or  deflections,  the  direct  distance  may  probably  be  about  twenty-fire 
British  miles.  It  is  situated  at  the  south-east  point  of  the  lord  country  of  the 
Eohist&u,  in  an  angle  formed  by  the  approach  of  a  lofty  and  extensiTe  mountain 
range,  radiating  from  the  superior  line  of  the  Caucasus  on  the  one  side,  and  by  the 
inferior  range  of  the  SifthKoh  on  the  other.  The  former  range  separates  th%  Kohist&n 
from  the  populous  ralley  of  Nijrow;  and  the  latter,  commencing  about  fifteen  miles 
east  of  K&bul,  gradually  sinks  into  the  plain  of  Beghdim.  East  of  the  Sildi  Eoh  ia 
a  hiUy,  not  mountainous,  tract,  called  Koh  Safl,  which  interrenes  between  it  and  the 
extensiye  valleys  of  Taghow.  Through  the  open  space,  extending  from  west  to  east, 
between  these  two  hill  ranges,  flows  the  river  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  streams 
of  Ohorband  and  Panjshir,  which  forms  the  northern  boundary  of  the  site  of 
Beghr&m.  Through  this  space  also  wends  the  high  road  frt>m  tiie  Eohist&n  to 
Nijrow,  Taghow,  Laghm&n,  and  Jal&l&b&d.  The  dasht  of  Beghr&m  is  comprised  in 
an  extensive  district  of  the  Kohist&n  called  Ehw&jah  Keddrf ;  to  the  north,  the  plain 
has  an  abrupt  descent  into  the  cultivated  lands  and  pastures  of  the  BaltA  Ehel  and 
Earindat  Kh&n  Ehel  families,  which  at  the  north-western  point  interpose  between 
it  and  the  river  for  the  extent  of,  perhaps,  a  mile,  or  until  the  river  leaves  the  base  of  a 
singular  eminence  called  Abdullah  Biirj,  which,  from  the  vast  mounds  on  its  summit, 
was  undoubtedly  an  appurtenance  of  the  ancient  city.  East  of  this  eminence,  another 
small  space  of  cultivated  lands,  with  two  or  three  casUes,  called  Kfrr&hichi,  interposes, 
between  a  curvature  in  the  direction  of  the  abrupt  boundary  of  the  dathl,  and  the 
direct  course  of  the  river;  east  of  Eftr&hichi  rises  a  low  detached  hill,  called  Koh 
Bachah,  which  has  an  extent  eastward  of  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  intruding  for  that 
distance  between  the  level  datht  and  the  river ;  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  Koh 
Bachah  is  one  of  those  remarkable  structures  we  call  Topes.  Parallel  to  Koh  Bachah, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  are  the  casties  and  cultivated  lands  called  Muham- 
mad B&khi,  and,  beyond  them,  a  sterile  sandy  tract  gradually  ascending  to  a  celebrated 
hill  and  sidraif  named  Khw&jah  Raig  Rawim,  and  thence  to  the  superior  hill  range 
before  mentioned;  east  of  Koh  Bachah,  the  level  plain  extends  for  about  a  mile, 
until  the  same  character  of  abrupt  termination  sinks  it  into  the  low  lands  of  Jtilghar, 
where  we  find  numerous  casties,  much  cultivated  land,  and,  as  the  name  J6lghar 
implies,  a  large  extent  of  ekatmm  or  'pasture/  The  lands  of  Jdlghar,  to  the  east, 
from  the  boundary  of  the  dasht  of  Beghrlim ;  to  the  south,  its  boundary  may  be  con- 
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Bidered  the  stream  called  the  riyer  of  Koh  Dam&n,  which,  after  flowing  along  the 
eastern  portion  of  Koh  Dam&n,  and  receiving  what  may  he  spared  after  the  irrigation 
of  the  hinds  from  the  streams  of  Shakr  Darrah,  Beydak,  Tugah,  Istalif,  etc.,  falls  into 
the  joint  riyer  of  Ghorhand  and  Panjshir  at  a  point  below  JAlghar.  Beyond  the 
river  of  Koh  Damin,  a  barren  sandy  soil  ascends  to  the  sldrts  to  the  Sl&h  Koh  and 
Koh  Sail.  Among  the  topographical  features  of  the  doMht  of  Beghr&m  may  be  noted 
three  small  black  hiUs  or  eminences,  detached  from  each  other,  which  in  a  line,  and 
contiguous  to  each  other,  arise  from  the  surface  of  the  soil  a  little  north  of  the  riyer  of 
Koh  Dam&n.  To  the  west  of  Beghr&m  are  the  level  lands  of  Mahiglr ;  at  the  north 
west  angle  of  the  plain  is  the  small  village  of  KiUah  Bnland,  where  reside  about  seven 
Hind(^  traders,  some  of  them  men  of  large  capital;  and  at  the  south-west  angle  are 
three  castles  called  Killah  Yezb&shi,  distant  from  Eillah  Buland  about  four  nules.  From 
Eillah  Baland  to  Jfilghar  a  distance  occursof  four-and-a-half  to  five  miles ;  from  J&lghar 
to  the  skirts  of  the  Si^i  Koh,  about  six  nules ;  frt>m  the  termination  of  Koh  Si&h  to  Kil- 
lah Yezb&shi,  may  be  also  about  six  miles ;  and  from  Killah  Tezb&shi  to  Killah  Buland, 
aboutfourmiles,  as  just  noted.  The  whole  of  the  intermediate  space  between  these  points — 
and  even  beyond  them  to  the  south-east  and  south-west—is  covered  with  fragments  of 
pottery,  lumps  of  dross  iron,  etc. ;  and  here  are  found  the  coins,  seals,  rings,  etc, 
which  so  much  excite  our  curiosity.  Notwithstanding  the  vast  numbers  of  such 
reliques  discovered  on  this  extent  of  plain,  we  have  hardly  any  other  evidence  that  a 
city  once  stood  on  it — so  complete  and  uniyersal  has  been  the  destni';tion  of  its  build- 
ings. But  in  many  places,  we  may  discover,  on  digging  about  the  depth  of  a  yard, 
lines  of  cement,  wldch  seem  to  denote  the  outlines  of  structures,  and  their  apart- 
ments :  on  the  edge  of  the  plain,  where  it  abruptly  sinks  into  the  low  lands  of  BaltCi 
Khel,  from  Killah  Buland  to K&r&hicM,  is  a  line  of  artificial  mounds;  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  eminence  called  Abdullah  Bfiij  are  also  some  extraordinary  mounds,  as 
before  noted ;  and,  contiguous  to  the  south,  is  a  large  square  described  by  aUke  sur- 
prising mounds ;  on  one  side  of  this  square,  last  year,  a  portion  sank  or  subsided, 
disclosing  that  these  mounds  were  formed  or  constructed  of  huge  unbumt  bricks, 
two  spans  square  and  one  span  in  thickness.  This  circumstance  also  enabled  me  to 
ascertain  that  the  original  breadth  of  these  stupendous  walls — for  such  we  must  con- 
clude them  to  have  been— could  not  have  been  less  than  sixty  feet;  probably  much 
more.  Among  the  mounds  near  Killah  Buland  is  a  large  tumulus,  probably  a 
sepulchre,  which  appears  to  have  been  coated  with  thin  squares  of  white  marble ;  and 
near  it,  in  a  hollow  formed  in  the  soil,  is  a  large  square  stone,  which  the  Muham- 
madans  call  Sang-Rustam,  (or  the  stone  of  Bustam),  and  which  the  Hindt^s,  without 
knowing  why,  reverence,  so  far  as  to  pay  occasional  visits  to  it,  light  lamps,  and  daub 
it  with  tifuUtr,  or  *red  lead.'  .  .  .  The  traditions  of  the  country  assert  the  city  of 
Beghr&m  to  have  been  oyerwhelmed  by  some  natural  catastrophe ;  and  while  we  vouch 
not  for  the  fact,  the  entire  demolition  of  the  place,  with  the  circumstance  of  the  outiines 
of  buildings  discoverable  beneath  the  sur&ce,  seem  not  to  discountenance  the  tradition. 
It  is  not,  however,  improbable,  that  this  city,  like  many  others,  may  owe  its  destruc- 
tion to  the  implacable  rage  of  the  barbarous  and  ruthless  Genghiz,  who,  like  Attila, 
described  himself  as  the  Ghazb-i  Khud&,  or  *  Scourge  of  God.'  That  it  existed  for  some 
time  after  the  Muhammadan  invasion  of  these  countries  is  evidenced  by  the  numerous 
coins  of  the  Khalifis  found  on  its  site.  That  it  ceased  to  exist  at  the  period  of  TiifiOr's 
expedition  into  India,  we  have  negative  proof  furnished  by  his  historian,  Sharif-ud- 
din,  who  informs  us  that  Timfir,  in  his  progress  from  Anderab  to  K&bul,  encamped 
on  the  plain  of  B6r&n  (the  modem  B&y&n,  certainly) ;  and  that  while  there,  he  directed 
a  canal  to  be  cut,  which  was  called  Mtdiigir,  by  which  means  the  country,  before 
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dflfokte  and  nnpfodnetiTey  beeraw  ftrtfle  and  AiU  of  gardeoi.  The  laodi  tfaw  le- 
■torad  to  01dtiTatiol^  the  eoi^Qflnir  apportioiied  tmoDg  1^^  The 

canal  of  H ahSgir  oiiiCb  at  this  day,  with  the  nme  name  it  neeived  in  the  time  of 
Tim6r.  A  oonnderable  village,  about  one  mile  weet  of  B^gfarim,  has  a  unilar 
appellation.  This  canal,  deriTod  from  the  river  of  Ghoiband,  at  the  point  where  it 
iflsaes  from  the  hills  into  the  level  eoantr]F,iiTigateB  the  lands  of  Bfcy&n  and  MahSgir* 
and  has  a  ooune  of  about  ten  miles.  Had  the  dtj  of  Begfarim  then  existed,  these 
lands  immediately  to  the  west  of  it  would  not  have  been  waste  and  negleeted,  neither 
wonld  Tim6r  have  foond  it  neoesmry  to  eat  his  canal,  as  the  dty  when  existing  most 
have  been  supplied  with  water  from  the  same  sonroe — that  is,  from  the  river  of 
Ghorband ;  and  from  the  same  point— that  is,  at  its  exit  from  the  hills  into  the  level 
oonntry;  and  the  canals  supplying  the  dty  most  have  been  directed  through  these 
very  lands  of  Bliy&n  and  MahSgtr,  which  Tim&r  found  waste  and  desolate.  The 
oouraes  of  the  andent  canals  of  Beghrim  an  now  very  evident,  from  the  parallel 
lines  of  embankmenti  still  to  be  tnoed.  The  site  of  Begfar&m  has,  to  the  north,  the 
river  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  Ghorband  and  PanjahSr  streams ;  and  to  the 
south,  the  river  of  Koh  Damim ;  but  ndther  of  these  rivers  an  q>plicaUe  to  the 
irrigation  of  the  dicumjaoent  soil,  the  former  flowing  in  low  lands,  perh^  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  below  the  level  of  the  plain,  and  the  latter  scantily  furnished 
with  water  flowing  in  a  sunken  bed.  It  may  be  further  noted,  with  reference  to 
Timdi^B  colonisation  of  Mahiglr,  that  the  inhaUtanti  of  the  district  of  Ehw&jah 
Keddri,  while  forgetful  as  to  whom  their  forefathen  owed  their  settlement  in  this 
country,  acknowledge  their  Turki  descent,  and  alone,  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Eohist&n,  speak  the  Turki  language.  We  might  expect  to  detect  a  notice  of 
Begbrfcm  in  the  Arabian  records  of  the  early  Ehalifs,  in  the  histories  of  the  Ghasnavl 
emperors,  and  in  those  of  Genghis  Ehftn. 

That  Beghrfcm  was  once  a  capital  city,  is  eridenced  by  its  Tope,  a  sepulchral 
monument  of  departed  royalty ;  while  a  second,  dtuated  in  Tope  Daiah,  about  nine 
miles  west,  may  probably  be  referred  to  it,  as  may  perhaps  a  third  found  at  'AlSaahi, 
at  the  gorge  of  the  valley  of  Nijrow,  distant  about  twelve  mUes  east.  The  ^»pelle- 
tion  Beghr&m  must  also  be  considered  indicative  of  the  pre-eminence  of  the  dty  it 
characterizes;  undoubtedly  signifying  the  chief  city  or  metropolis.  About  three 
miles  east  of  K&bul,  we  have  a  village  and  extennve  pasture  ntaining  this  name, 
which  indicates  the  site  of  the  capital  in  which  Eadphises  and  his  lineage  ruled,  and 
whose  topes  we  behold  on  the  skirts  of  the  neighbouring  hiUs.  Near  Jal&l&bid,  a  tpot 
called  Beghrlun,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  west  of  the  present  town,  denotes  the  site 
of  the  ancient  Nysa ;  or,  if  the  pontion  of  that  dty  admit  of  controversy,  of  Nagara, 
iti  successor  in  rank  and  consequence.  Near  Peshliwar  we  have  a  spot  called 
Bcghrfcm,  pointing  out  the  nte  of  the  original  dty ;  and  that  this  epithet  of  eminence 
and  distinction  was  continued,  up  to  a  recent  date,  to  the  dty  of  Peshfcwar,  we  leani 
from  B&ber  and  Ab(k-*1-Fazl. 

We  have  indications  in  the  Kohist6n  of  K6bul  of  two  other  andent  dties,  whidi 
wen  undoubtedly  oonnderable  ones,  but  which  we  cannot  suppose  to  have  rivalled 
Beghr&m  in  extent  or  importance.  The  prindpal  of  these  is  found  in  Perwan,  about 
eight  mUes  N.,  nineteen  W.,  of  Beghrftm,  and  consequentiy  that  distance  nearer  to 
the  gjhmd  range  of  Caucasus,  under  whoee  inferior  hills  it  is  in  flict  dtuated.  The 
second  is  found  at  Korahtass,  a  littie  east  of  the  fiuned  hill;  and  Zi6rat  Khwftjah, 
Baig  Bawan,  distant  from  Beghr&m  about  six  miles  N.,  forty-eight  E.  Then  are 
also  many  otiier  spots  in  various  parts  of  the  Eohist&n  which  exhibit  suffident  evi- 
dences of  their  andent  population  and  importance  ;  but  those  must  be  conddered  to 
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hare  been  towns,  not  citiefl.  In  the  viiUey  of  Panjahlr  we  hare  more  oonrideimUe 
indkatiom,  and  we  are  enabled  to  identify  three  very  eztendTe  sites  of  ancient  cttLes ; 
but  which,  from  the  cbaiacter  of  the  country,  and  the  limited  extent  of  its  lesonroes, 
we  can  hardly  snppose  to  have  floniished  at  the  same  epoch.  In  the  Koh  Damfm  of 
K&bul,  or  the  country  interrening  between  that  city  and  the  Kohist&o,  we  diBoover 
two  very  important  sites,  which  nminestionably  refer  to  onoe  capital  cities ;  both  occur 
in  a  direct  line  from  Beghrftm  to  K&bnl,  nnder  the  low  hill  ranges  which  bonnd  Eoh 
Dam&n  to  the  east,  and  contigaously  also  east  to  the  rirer  of  Koh  Damlm ;  the  first 
commences  about  eight  miles  firom  Beghrtim,  and  is  known  by  the  name  of  Tartmng- 
Zar ;  the  second  is  abont  the  same  distance  &rther  on,  and  has  no  particular  name, 
but  is  east  of  the  seignorial  castles  of  Luch(k  Eh6n  and  the  village  of  Korinder ;  at 
this  site  we  find  a  tope,  an  indubitable  eyidence  of  royalty ;  and  connected  with  it  is  a 
stupendous  artificial  mound  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river,  constructed  with  elaborate 
care :  the  base  appears  originally  to  have  been  surrounded  with  a  magnificent  trench, 
supplied  by  the  stream  with  water.  Here,  no  doubt,  was  some  important  structure,  a 
palace  or  citadel.  At  this  day  the  summit  is  crowned  with  dilapidated  mud  walls  of 
modem  construction,  and  the  spot  is  known  by  the  name  of  Killah  R&jput  In  the 
district  of  Ohorband,  west  of  the  great  hill  range,  which,  radiating  from  the  Hind(i 
Kosh,  or  Caucasus,  forms  the  western  boundary  of  Koh  Dam&n,  we  have  very  many 
important  vestiges  of  antiquity,  both  in  the  principal  valley  and  in  its  dependencies, 
particularly  in  one  of  them  named  Fend6kist&n ;  we  have  reasons  to  believe  that 
coins  are  found  there  in  considerable  numbers,  and  that  there  are  some  interesting 
mounds;  but  as  we  have  not  seen  this  spot,  we  refrain  from  speculating  upon  its 
character. 

We  have  thus  enumerated  the  principal  ancient  sites  of  cities  in  Koh  Dam&n  and 
Kohist&n,  both  as  shewing  the  former  importance  and  illustrating  the  capabilities  of 
these  fine  countries,  and  as  exhibiting  the  fluctuations,  in  ancient  times,  of  the  seat  of 
royalty  in  them.  Beghr&m,  Perw&u,  Tartrung-Zar,  and  Killah  B4jput  have  no 
doubt  in  succession  been  the  abodes  of  sovereigns,  as  have  most  probably  Panjshlr 
and  KorahtluB.  Our  minuteness  may  moreover  be  excused,  because  in  this  part  of 
the  country  we  expect  to  detect  the  site  of  Alexandria  ad  Caucasum  w  Ad  calcem 
Caucasi.  It  may  be  remarked,  with  reference  to  the  sites  of  Beghr&m  and  Perw&n, 
that  the  former  is  called  by  the  Hindis  of  the  country  '  Balar&m,*  and  is  asserted  by 
them  to  have  been  the  residence  of  E&ja  Bal ;  the  latter  they  call  Milw&n,  and  assert 
to  have  been  the  capital  of  B&ja  Milw&n.  Milw&n  may  be  a  Hind6  appellation,  but 
it  has  been  also  assumed  by  Muhammadana 

It  had  been  my  intention  this  year  to  have  secured  every  coin  of  every  description 
that  should  be  picked  up  from  the  daaiht  of  B^hr&m,  and  this  purpose  would  probably 
have  been  effected,  had  I  not  been  compelled  to  be  absent  at  Jalid6b&d.  A  young 
man  was  however  despatched  thither,  with  recommendatory  letters  to  my  friends  in 
the  Kohist&n,  and  to  him  was  confided  the  collection  of  all  he  might  be  able  to 
procure.  On  my  eventually  reaching  K&bul,  the  young  man  joined  vrith  1320  coins, 
from  the  appearance  of  which  it  was  evident  he  had  selected,  and  not,  as  ordered, 
taken  all  that  were  offered.  It  also  appeared,  that  in  consequence  of  the  distracted 
political  state  of  the  Kohist&n  in  the  spring,  the  Afgh&n  pastoral  families  had  not  as 
usual  visited  the  plains  of  Begbr&m  at  an  early  season.  In  the  autumn,  moreover, 
from  apprehensions  of  a  rising  in  this  part  of  the  country,  the  Afghfrns  sent  their 
fiocks  to  the  SafI  hills,  the  persons  tending  which  are  the  principal  finders  of  these 
coins.  Under  these  unfavourable  circumstances,  I  twice  repaired  to  Bcghr&m,  and  at 
various  intervals  despatched  my  young  men,  and  the  total  result  of  our  collection  this 
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year  was  Are  ailTer  and  1900  copper  eoins.  Theie  are,  of  oonne,  gematSlj  of  the  nine 
description  and  types  as  those  prenonsly  referred  to  (p.  80)  .  .  .  My  stay  at  Jalftltn 
b&d  was,  during  the  season  of  the  year,  nnfavonrable  for  the  ooUection  of  coins ;  yet, 
independently  of  those  extracted  from  topes,  were  procured  248  copper  coins,  among 
which  two  or  three  are  norel  ones,  to  he  noted  in  their  place. 

Sabseqnent  to  my  arrival  in  K&hol,  I  purchased  in  the  bfitsCur  tiiere,  six  gold,  176 
silver,  and  142  copper  coins :  some  of  these  are  important  ones.  I  had  also  the 
fortune  to  secure  a  large  parcel  of  silver  Bactrians,  a  deposit  discovered  in  the 
Haz&rehj&t :  among  these  are  coins  of  a  type  likely  to  excite  some  interest.  .  .  . 

The  coins  of  Eucratides  I.,  so  numerously  found  at  Beghr&m,  are  not  to  be  dia- 
covered  at  Jalld&b&d  any  more  than  those  of  Apollodotus  and  Menander,  considering 
always  a  single  specimen  no  evidence  that  coins  of  that  species  were  once  cunent 
there,  but  rather  that  they  were  not.  .  .  . 

It  may  be  noted  that  these  two  coins  of  Demetrius,  the  only  ones,  we  believe, 
hitherto  discovered,^  have  been  elicited  at  Bukh&r&.  Amoog  the  coins  obtained  by 
M.  Honigberger  at  Bukhfrr&,  and  wbich  he  thought  worthy  of  enumeration,  probably 
as  being  both  Grreek  and  silver  ones,  are  transcribed  in  his  memorandum^ 

1  Vasileos  Antiochu. 

1  Yasileos  Dimitriu. 

1  Yasileos  Megalu  Hiokraksu. 

3  Yasileos  Euthidimu. 

6  Eucratides. 

I  have  mentioned  the  discovery  of  a  parcel  of  Bactrian  drachmas  and  hemi- 
dracbmas  in  the  Haz&rahj&t,  which  we  purchased  from  a  Hind(i  at  Charrakfrr,  who 
some  three  years  since  received  them  from  a  Haz&rah.  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
ascertain  the  spot,  or  under  what  circumstances  these  coins  were  found.  The  parcel, 
120  in  number,  comprised  seven  quadrang^ar  silver  coins  of  Apollodotus,  108  sflver 
coins  of  Menander,  and  five  silver  coins  of  Antimachus.  The  day  preceding  that  on 
which  this  parcel  of  coins  came  into  my  possession,  I  received  from  the  dashts  of 
Beghr&m,  a  silver  coin  of  the  last-named  prince,  Antimachus.  The  beauty  of  the 
coins  of  Antimachus,  the  excellence  of  their  execution  and  designs,  with  tbe  purity  of 
the  Greek  characters  of  the  legend,  allow  us  not  to  place  this  prince  subsequent  to 
Eucratides,  whose  coins  in  these  particulars  they  surpass.  Amoog  5000  or  more 
copper  coins,  procured  from  the  dasht  of  Beghr&m,  we  have  not  discovered  one  of 
Antimachus ;  and  the  detection  of  a  single  silver  coia  does  not  seem  to  afford  evidence 
that  he  ruled  there,  when  the  absence  of  his  copper  coins  seemed  to  prove  that  he 
did  not. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  'THIRD  MEMOIR  ON  THE  ANCIENT  COINS 
DISCOYERED  AT  THE  SITE  CALLED  BEGHRAM,  IN  THE 
KOHISTAN   OF   KABUL.      By  C.  Masson.' 

Two  notices  on  the  site  of  Beghr&m,  and  of  the  nature  of  the  coins  found  at  it, 
have  already  been  given.  The  collection  of  its  antique  treasures  having  been  con- 
tinued for  three  successive  seasons,  the  results  may  be  worthy  of  being  presented  in 
one  view,  both  for  exhibiting  the  exact  state  of  discovery  up  to  this  time,  and  for 

^  There  is  a  beautiful  little  Demetrius  in  the  Yentura  collection ;  see  vol.  iv. — 
J.P. 
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proyiding  data  on  which  to  fotmd  inferences  or  to  hazard  conjoctures  on  the  curious 
and  intricate  subject  of  Bactrian  hntory  and  antiquities. 

It  is  not  the  object  of  this  memoir  to  convey  a  full  account  of  the  present  state  of 
knowledge  on  these  and  other  points,  upon  which,  in  truth,  light  is  only  beginning  to 
dawn ;  but  simply  to  narrate  the  fruits  of  our  own  labors,  happy  if  they  prove  useful 
to  those  who,  wiUi  superior  advantages,  and  when  sufficient  materials  are  collected, 
will,  no  doubt,  favor  the  world  with  some  important  work.  We  have,  therefore, 
only  to  descant  upon  the  coins  found  at  Behgr&m,  and  such,  allied  or  connected  with 
them,  which  may  have  been  procured  by  ourselves  in  Afgh&nist&n ;  and  refrain,  in 
the  same  spirit,  from  the  delineation  of  any  coins  not  actually  found  by  us ;  and  if 
such  are  alluded  to,  it  is  from  necessity,  and  to  direct  attention  to  them. 

The  site  of  Beghr&m,  whatever  its  original  name  may  have  been,  and  whoever 
may  have  been  its  founder,  yields  evidence,  from  the  coins  found  at  it,  of  its  existence 
as  a  city,  which  must,  at  least,  have  flourished  frt>m  the  epoch  of  Euthydemus,  the 
king  of  Bactria,  to  that  of  the  Muhammadan  Khalifs—or  for  a  period  of  nine 
hundred  years.  We  have  speculated  on  the  probability  of  its  pointing  out  the 
situation  of  Alexandria  ad  Caucasum,  or  Ad  calcem  Caucasi,  and  see  no  reason  to 
change  the  opinion,  viz.,  that  the  honor  of  being  considered  such,  must  be  assigned 
to  it,  or  to  Nil&b  of  Ghorband.  The  detection  of  a  coin  of  one  of  the  Antiochi  may 
prove  that  it  flourifthed  prior  to  the  age  of  Euthydemus,  as  it  undoubtedly  will  have 
done ;  and  certain  Hindfi  Br&hmanical  coins  ^  described  as  Class  Br&hmanical,  may, 
perhaps,  verify  that  it  existed  subsequently  to  the  Muhammadan  Ehalifs,  or  to  the 
duration  of  their  sway  in  Afgh&Dist6n, — at  all  events,  it  would  appear  to  have  been 
destroyed,  in  whatever  manner,  before  the  era  when  coins  with  Persian  legends 
became  current  in  these  regions ;  as  our  aggregate  collection  of  nearly  seven  thousand 
coins  from  its  site  has  not  been  contaminated  with  a  single  Persian  coin,  unless  fig.  9 
of  the  just  noted  Hind6  series  have  a  Persian  legend,  which  may  seem  to  intimate 
that  the  city's  extinction  was  about  the  period  of  the  introduction  of  the  language, 
which  may  have  been  contemporaneous  with  the  rise  of  the  Muhammadan  sovereignty 
of  Ghazni.  The  coins  of  its  princes  have  Persian  legends,  to  prove  which,  we  have 
inserted  a  silver  coin  of  the  celebrated  Sult&n  Mahmiid :  none  of  his  coins  or  of  his 
father,  Sabaktagin,  have  been  found  at  Beghr&m,  where  those  of  the  Ehallfe  so 
numerously  occur. 

Although  Beghr&m,  inferring  from  the  presence  of  topes  or  sepulchral  monuments 
on  its  site  and  in  its  vicinity,  may  be  supposed  at  some  period  to  have  been  a  capital, 
which  its  name  testifies,  it  will  generally  have  been  only  a  provincial  capital;  and 
this  is  worthy  of  note,  because  there  may  be  reason  to  suspect  that  many  of  the 
former  rulers  in  these  countries,  particularly  the  Greek-Bactrian  princes,  had  distinct 
provincial  coinages.  Certain  coins  of  Apollodotus,  AntQakides,  Ermaios,  and  Eucra- 
tides  seem  to  couutenance  the  suspicion. 

It  is  presumed  that  coins  constantly  found,  and  in  number,  on  any  known  spot, 
afford  proofs  of  their  having  once  been  current  there,  and  that  the  princes  whom  they 
commemorate,  whether  as  paramount  or  tributary  sovereigns,  held  also  authority  at 
that  spot.  The  numbers  in  which  coins  may  be  found,  may,  perhaps,  furnish  a 
criterion  upon  which  we  may  calculate, — first,  generally,  the  duration  of  the  dynasties 
denoted  by  the  various  types  of  coins ;  and  next,  particularly,  that  of  the  reign  of 
each  individual  prince.    A  collection  of  one  year  would  not  furnish  this  criterion ;  a 


^  Of  the  R&jput,  or  *  bull  and  horseman'  group.— J.P. 
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collection  of  many  yean  nuglit,— a  atatement  is  therefore  annexed  of  the  nnmbera 
in  which  the  lereral  descriptions  of  coins  foond  at  Bcghritm  hare,  daring  three  yean, 
been  obtained ;— and  if  it  be  seen  that  they  are  foond  annually  in  doe  numerical  pro- 
portion, it  may  be  of  serrice  in  onr  speculations,  assisted  by  the  eoins  themsdves. 
Indeed,  of  the  leoordod  kings  of  Bactria,  the  coins  are  found  in  just  the  numben  we 
might  expect,  and  ooniinn  what  we  know  as  to  the  length  of  their  reigns ;  and  in 
some  other  instances  of  unrecorded  princes,  ihdr  coins  and  the  frequency  or  rarity  of 
their  occurrence  corroborate  the  conjectures  as  to  the  extent  of  their  reigns,  wfaidi 
other  accidental  discoveries  seem  to  authorise. 

The  coins  of  Beghrftm  fortunately  admit  of  ready  dassifieation,  and  may  be  re- 
duced to  five  grand  daseea— I.  Greek-Baotrian ;  II.  Indo-Seythic  or  Mithraic ; 
III.  Andent  Persian,  whether  Parthian  or  flassanian  ;  IV.  Hind4  or  Br6hmanical ; 
y.  Kufic  or  Muhammadan.  The  last  dass  may  chrondogically  be  entitled  to  stand 
before  its  predecessor,  tiie  Br&hmanical  one. 

SKUICSBATXON  OP  00IN8  OOLLBCTED  FBOM  BBOHBAM  DUBING  THB  TBABS   1833, 

1834,  AND  1835. 

Gr€$k  ayro-BoHrian,  1833.   1834.   1836. 

Antioohus 1 

BieorM  Ortek  Baetrian, 

Euthydemus    12  8 

Anotfodotus 19        81  23 

Menander    39        56  68 

Euoratides  70        92  107 

Vmreeorded  Greek  Baetrian, 

Pantaleon    2  2  3 

Agatiiodss  10  19  14 

Lydus 6  6  3 

Antilakides 8  16  13 

Ermaios  the  Elder 34  81  27 

Ermaioe  the  Younger  (?)    10  6  13 

Ermaios  1 

I>ika(?)  6  14  13 

lion  and  Elephant  coins   20  23  24 

Ghaitya  Symbol  coins    11 

Unadpherros   19  16  20 

fiAEIAffVO  BAOlAEllJN  CUITHF  MEFAO    171  267  267 

Analogous  coins,  fig.  104  to  fig.  106 1  1 

Ditto        fig.  107  to  fig.  110 8  24  20 

Ditto        fig.  Ill  1  1 

Ermaios  of  Kyia,  and  his  family  136  179  278 

Archelius 1 

Diomedes    1 

IpaUrisus     Ill 

Antimachus 1  1 

Addphortos.  (Spalyrfus,  J.P.)  1  1 

AzUisos    1 

Axos» 


'  It  is  a  Tery  remarkable  drcumstance  that  none  of  the  coins  of  Azos,  which  were 
BO  numerous  in  the  Ventura  collection  firom  the  Panj&b,  should  hare  been  met  with  at 
Beghr&m.— J.P. 
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Indo-Seythie  or  Mithraie,  1833.     1834.     1835. 

Kadphiaes   37/          \    62 

Eanerkos 24  [    "S        )     4 

Kanerki family   441    ^'6   j   67 

Series  3.      Obyerse,  figure  seated  in  natiye  fadiion   1^  J   6  E   (    ^^ 

Series  4.      '  Couch-loungper/ one  foot  up    66)^8   (175 

Serie85.      'Elephant-rider*    66/   |  g,  \   78 

Series  6.      Beyerse,  bull  and  priest :  Okro ^^\  $S       /^^^ 

Series?.      Very  rode — ^reyerse,  female  with  oomiu»pia   113  \          /  161 


Parthian  (?)  and  Sataanian, 

As  fig.  1  to  fiff.  6.<    \  Small,  head  and  fire-altar: )  161  (  \  278 

As  fig.  44  to  fig.  51. 1     and  large,  of  all  types.     )  i  »     } 

Knfio  and  Br&hmanical 122  (  )  171 

Beghr&m  has  not  yielded  one  coin  of  the  Arsacidie,  or  one  ooin  that  we  dare 
poeitiyely  to  affirm  to  be  Parthian.'  Coins  with  the  Sassanian  symbols  on  the 
reyerse,  or  the  distinguishing  fire-altar,  are  yery  numerous ;  but  it  may  be  questioned 
whether  they  are  coins  of  the  SassanidsB  of  Persia,  and  whether  they  may  not  rather 
refer  to  distinct  princes,  that  we  belieye  Persian  authentic  history  atterts  to  haye 
flourished  in  these  countries,  as  at  Zabulist&n,  etc. 


1  [  PL  iii.,  yoL  y., « Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.' ;  <  Ariana  Antiqua.*  xyi.,  18, 19,  20.] 
'  [  One  doubtftd  one  is  noticed  at  p.  546,  <  Jour.  Ab,  Soc.  Beng.',  yol.  y.] 
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XII.— NEW  VAEIETIES  OF  BACTEIAN  COINS, 
ENGEAYED  AS  PL  XXVIIL,  FROM  MASSON'S 
DRAWINGH3  AND  OTHEK  SOUECES. 

(SEPTEMBER,  1836.) 

Instead  of  pursuing  Masson's  recapitulation  of  all  the 
coins  hitherto  found  by  himself  at  Beghrdm,  we  haye 
preferred  selecting  those  only  which  were  new  in  name 
or  type,  for  illustration ;  on  the  present  occasion  confining 
ourselves  to  those  bearing  Greek  inscriptions  of  the 
earlier  class,  and  leaving  the  Mithraic,  of  which  our 
author  produces  some  highly  interesting  novelties,  for  a 
subsequent  plate. 

Fig.  1.  A  silver  coin  of  ArchelinB,  similar  in  character  to  the 
coins  of  Menander  and  Apollodotus.^ 

Obtebss. — ^Biist  of  king ;  head  bound  with  fillet  or  diadem ;  legend 

BA2IAEJ12  (Siica)  lOT  NIKH^OPOT  APXEAIOT.   [APXEBIOT.] 

Revebse.— Jupiter  Tonans,  seated,  holding  sceptre  in  left  hand. 
Compound  monogram:  legend  in  the  Bactro-Pehlvf  character.  The 
name  is  fiednt  in  the  drawing,  but  is  read  with  confidence  hj  Hasson 
from  the  coin  itself.  It  may  be  read  JUakiyo  (or  jo) ;  but  if  the 
second  and  third  letters  can  be  made  kali,  the  word  will  represent 
yery  tolerably  the  pronunciation  of  the  Greek  name,  A'kaliyo.  The 
equivalent  for  Vaen^pev  is  an  old  acquaintance,  Ajalado;  but  the 
middle  letter  is  altered  in  form.  The  remaining  epithet  ^Ynl/t,  which 
I  have  supposed  to  be  represented  in  the  Greek  by  Bueoiov,  is,  in  fSact, 
found  standing  for  this  title,  'the  just,'   [Dhamikasa]  in  a  coin  of 

^  Col.  Stacy  writes,  while  we  are  correcting  this  proof,  that  he  has  just  added 
another  name  to  this  sproup,  BASIAEXIS  NIKAT0P02  AMrNT.  . .  .  but  of  this  we 
are  promised  casts  in  a  day  or  two :  it  is  too  late  for  the  present  plate. 
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the  Ventura  collection,  figured  as  Ko.  9,  of  pi.  xxi.  [xv.]  vol.  iv*  A 
more  perfect  and  legible  specimen  will  be  noticed  below  in  Masson's 
series  (fig.  6),  in  which  thes  econd  syllabic  letter,  mi,  decides  the 
identity ;  but  the  initial  is  more  like  n ;  and  the  penultimate  is  9  a, 
instead  o£^  k;  but  as  the  vowel  a,  according  to  our  former  observa- 
tion, never  occurs  in  the  middle  of  a  word,  it  should  probably  be 
read  ^  d,  and  we  should  thus  have  additional  evidence  of  "h  being  the 
same  letter  affected  with  some  vowel-mark. 

Masson  remarks  on  this  coin:  ^  This  silver  drachma 
is  an  unique  specimen  found  at  Beghrdm  in  1835.  It 
is  evident  that  king  Archelius  must  stand  high  in  the 
list,  but  there  is  difficulty  in  locating  his  empire :  if  it 
be  extended  to  Beghram,  why  do  we  not  meet  with  his 
copper  coins  ? ' 

The  same  epithet,  as  Masson  points  out,  may  be 
observed  on  one  of  the  Azos  group  of  coins  having  the 
*  horseman'  obverse  (fig.  22)  of  pi.  xvii.  In  our  coin  the 
legend  was  indistinct  at  the  top,  but  in  his  drawing  it  is 
clearly  >a9  'pa^^^^'hu;^  y^VJ  r^^XKj- 

In  this  the  thirteenth  letter  should  probably  be  y, 
unless  by  some  rule  of  orthography  the  epithet  ^  just^  is 
combined  by  a  permutation  of  its  final,  and  duplicated 
with  the  commencing  consonant  of  the  following  word, 
which  may  be  recognised  without  difficulty  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  jxsyaXoo,  *  the  great.'  We  are  indebted  to 
Masson  for  the  restoration  of  the  inscription,  which  we 
have  introduced  in  this  place,  because  no  other  oppor- 
tunity may  occur  of  noticing  this  Ajzos  coin. 

Pig.  2.  A  silver  drachma  of  Antilakides,  discovered  hj  Masson  in 
1835. 

Obv. — ^Head  of  the  monarch,  with  the  peculiar  hat  or  hehnet  com- 
mon on  coins  of  Encratides,  Philoxenus,  Menander,  etc.,  but  rather 
flatter :  mustachios  on  the  upper  lip  (?) ;  legend — as  in  the  copper 
coins  of  the  same  prince — baziaeas  nikh*opot  antiaakiaot. 

23 
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Ext. — Japiter  seated,  holding  a  small '  Yictory'  in  his  right  hand : 
in  his 'left  a  sceptre  or  trident :  monogram  con^Kyonded  of  the  Greek 

letters  P  and  K:  native  l^;end — ....  *rHTi.  9 TU'llv/— asontiie 

copper  coins. 

Dr.  Swin^  possesses  in  the  collection  lately  pnichased 
by  him  fix)m  Eardmat  'Ali  a  duplicate  of  this  coin,  which 
shews  the  completed  Fehlvf  legend  to  agree  with  that 
giyen  in  my  former  notice.  The  device  on  the  reverse 
of  the  square  copper  pieces  of  this  prince — ^two  beehives 
and  palm  branches,  denoting,  as  Masson  conjectures, 
Plenty  and  Peace — ^has  been  met  with  on  a  similar  coin 
of  Eucratides ;  in  whose  near  association,  therefore,  it  is 
probable  the  unknown  Antilakides  should  be  classed* 

Fig.  8.  An  nniqne  coin  of  Diomedes,  found  hy  Masson  in  1834, 
and  described  by  him  in  voL  v.,  *  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.^  p.  24.  In  the 
memoir  now  before  ns  he  applies  our  system  to  the  reading  of  the 
native  name,  which  he  makes  out  TduiA!)  afamido,  and  argues  thence 
that  the  Sanskrit  equiyalent  for  Diomed  may  be  Aja-medha,  a  prince 
of  the  lunar  race,  who  reigned  at  Kanyd-kubja.  '  This  remark,'  he 
writes,  '  is  elicited  finom  an  observation  in  Mill's  historical  note  on  the 
Allah&bid  pillar  ('  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.*,  July,  1834),  that  the  Chronicles 
of  Marwar  represent  Nayana  Pal  as  having  conquered  Kanauj  in  the 
year  470  a.d.  from  king  Aji-pala,  a  descendant  of  Aja-mcdha.  We 
here  find  a  dynasty  bearing  the  common  name  of  Aja  (identical  with 
the  Oreek  Azos),  and  suspected  by  Tod  to  have  been  of  Scythic  origin.' 

We  may  remark,  however,  in  opposition  to  this  in- 
genious conjecture,  that  the  Saoskrit  name  Aja  is  but  a 
corruption  of  Ajaya,  'the  unconquered,'  and  therefore 
might  more  appropriately  represent  the  Greek  aviKrjTog 
thau  Ajzos,  which  latter  I  have,  indeed,  elsewhere  con- 
jectured might  be  found  in  the  Yavana-aso  of  Hindu 
tradition.^   Moreover,  the  first  letter  of  the  present  legend 

^  In  the  Kashmir  list  of  the  '  R&ja-tarangini/  there  is  a  prince  named  jira  (tran- 
scribed 4;  in  the  Persian  of  the  *  Ayln-i  Akbari'),  whose  date  by  Wilson  is  100  b.c. 
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may  probably  be  1»  which  would  give  the  reading  'piM'i 
daya-mido^  in  exact  accordance,  as  to  pronunciation,  with 
the  Greek. 

Kg.  4  ifl  taken  fix)in  a  drawing  by  M.  Court,  who  has  been  fortu- 
nate in  finding  a  new  type  of  this  curious  copper  coin,  the  reverse  of 
which  usually  presents  the  figure  of  a  naked  horse.  (See  '  Jour.  As. 
Soc.  Beng.',  vol.  iv.,  p.  343). 

The  present  reverse  exhibits  the  prince  holding  an  olive-branch  and 
spear,  implying  peace  or  war,  in  either  hand.  From  the  collation  of 
many  specimens  of  the  'horse'  variety,  and  one  small  one  like  the  above, 
Masson  makes  out  the  fall  inscription  to  be  ba^iaeas  basiaetis  aiiait 
the  H  apparent  at  the  commencement  of  the  lower  line  being  the 
missing  :8  of  the  word  ba^iaets.  This  reading  is  confirmed  by  more 
than  a  dozen  examples,  but  still  it  leaves  us  with  a  most  unpronounce- 
able appellation.  It  may  possibly  be  only  a  preservation  of  the  epithet 
AiKAiOT.  In  Masson's  small  coin  the  monogram  m  appears  to  be  the 
triple  blade  of  a  trident  reversed,  which  the  figure  is  holding. 

Fig.  5 — an  unique — ^is  also  extracted  from  Court's  collection.  It 
assimilates  with  the  numerous  class  of  Azos  coins  having  on  the 
obverse  a  horseman  with  extended  arm.  The  inscription  has  much  the 
appearance  of  Pehlv{,  but  this  may  proceed  from  the  indistinctness  of 
the  Greek  letters.  The  monogram  is  very  peculiar  and  curious,  from 
the  circumstance  of  its  constant  occurrence  on  the  degenerate  gold  coios 
of  the  Kadphises  group. 

The  reverse  is  quite  in  the  Roman  taste.  Two  soldiers  seem  to  be 
crowning  their  successful  chief,  who  rests  on  a  kind  of  dub.  The 
name  in  the  legend  below  is,  happily,  most  distinct,  *PT^\"Ha;  the 
fourth  letter  is  doubtful,  but  if  read  H\  the  combination  may  be  hesitat- 
ingly transcribed  Yatilariko. 

Of  fig.  6  three  examples  are  known ;  one  ia  the  Ventura  collection 
was  depicted  in  pi.  [xv.]  It  was  copied  hastily,  and  I  have  now  reason 
to  think  I  must  have  omitted  a  letter,  haviag  then  engraved  the  name 
AAEA^OPOT.  The  two  new  drawings,  one  by  Court,  the  other  by  Masson, 
(both  agreeing  perfectly)  from  which  the  present  engraving  has  been 
taken,  leave  no  doubt  of  the  correct  reading  being  snAAXPior  [211ATP102] 
AIKAIOT  AAEA«OT  TOT  BA^IAEAS,  *  Spalyrius  the  just,  brother  of  the 
king.'    The  first  letter  may  possibly  be  an  e,  or  it  may  be  superfluous, 


but  when  corrected  for  the  epoch  of  Asoka,  about  a.d.  180.  He,  too,  may  be  one  of 
oar  Azos  family ; — but  if  we  go  by  resemblance  of  name  only,  we  shall  oe  liable  to 
lay  hands  on  the  great  Asoka  himself  as  the  founder  of  the  line ! 
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and  the  name  be  read  PalyriB,  but  the  t  on  the  light  hand  of  the  coin 
is  too  distinct  to  permit  Masson's  reading  of  the  name,  aae4«optot,  or 
my  former  reading,  BASiAEfiS  nikatopos  aaea^optot.  It  is  a  very 
curious  circumstance  that  the  prerogative  of  coining  should  thus  have 
been  delegated  to  a  brother,  and  we  have,  imfortunately,  no  further 
means  of  ascertaining  who  this  indulgent  sovereign  may  have  been, 
further  than  he  probably  belonged  to  the  numerous  dynasty  of  Azos 
and  the  '  great  king.' 

On  the  reverse,  we  have  either  Hercules  with  his  club,  or  more 
probably,  from  the  attitude,  a  musician  playing  on  a  kind  of  guitar. 
The  Pehlvf  is  very  distinct  on  three  sides ;  and,  in  conformity  with  the 
Greek  on  their  parallels,  the  word  for  'king'  is  wanting.  It  would 
doubtless  have  been  found  in  the  lower  compartment.  The  remainder, 
borrowing  two  first  letters  from  Masson,  reads  Tv/tH'H'PTiI;^  'IP^h^ll 
H9)*  AH  that  can  be  certainly  extracted  hence  is  that  "PlHlf^i  as  before 
noticed,  is  equivalent  to  aikaiot.  The  name  is  unintelligiDle,  and  the 
word  for  brother,  ulafarmo,  approaches  to  no  fraternal  etymon  with 
which  we  are  acquainted,  unless  the  first  letter  be  ^  c^,  with  a  vowel- 
mark,  which  would  express  something  like  the  Greek  itself,  ddpharmo ! 
[Spalhira  Putrdsa  Dhami&sa  Spalagadamasa.] 

Fig.  7.  Here  again  our  author's  labours  of  1835  have  enabled  him 
to  clear  up  one  of  our  doubtful  names  (pi.  xv.,  fig.  9,)  and  to  correct  his 
own  reading  of  last  year,  (see  'J.A.8.B.',  vol.  v.,  p.  25)  where  he  supposed 
it  to  be  nAAHPKOT.  From  the  native  legend  I  had  supposed  the  word 
might  be  read  tdidizou.  The  real  name  and  title  is  now  made  out  from 
six  very  distinct  samples  sent  to  Masson  frt>m  Munderaur  of  Lughmin 
which  were  in  excellent  preservation,  having  still  upon  them  the  lime 
cement  which  had  been  used  in  depositing  them  in  some  tomb.  It  nms 
thus;  BACiAfiuN  BACUElU:  MCrAAGT  inAAiPiCGT,  a  name  which  be- 
trays a  kind  of  patronymic  affinity  to  the  last  mentioned  Spalyrius ; 
while  in  the  stjle  of  coin  there  is  also  a  remarkable  similarity.  The 
divinity  on  the  reverse  is,  however,  a  Jupiter  in  his  celestial  chair. 
The  native  legend  is  easily  brought  to  agree  with  the  Greek,  through 
the  facile  mutation  of  letters  of  acknowledged  similarity ;  thus  the  Ij  u 
must  be  a  h  J? ;  and  the  "'I  di  must  be  In  r« :  and  thus  the  context  will 
become  'Pu'^l'IH  T'^i^XU  Tilllu  malakdo  maldkko  palirijo,  the  epithet 
fieyoKov  seeming  to  be  omitted  [Mah^jasa  Mahatakasa  Spalirisasa.] 

Figs.  8  and  9.  These  two  coins,  made  known  in  Masson's  first 
memoir,  I  have  now  had  an  opportunity  of  engraving  from  specimens 
in  Swiney's  purchased  cabinet.  The  Pantaleon  of  fig.  8  is  quite  legible, 
and  the  curious  and  unknown  letters  of  the  reverse  are  distinct,  and 
perfectly  accordant  with   Masson's    original    drawing.      The    word 
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APAeoKAEOTS  bowever,  is  only  partially  visible  on  fig.  9,  and  is  com- 
pleted on  his  authority.  In  other  respects  the  two  coins  are  identical, 
haying  a  dog  or  panther  on  the  obverse,  and  a  clothed  female  on  the 
reverse,  with  a  flower  in  the  right  hand.  The  similarity  of  the  native 
character  to  the  alphabet  of  the  Indian  lats  has  been  before  noticed,  as 
well  as  the  frequent  occurrence  of  the  Swastika  and  Chaitya  symbols 
on  coins  of  this  group  (see  pi.  [xx]). 

Fig.  10  is  introduced  from  Iklasson's  plates  as  a  more  perfect  speci* 
men  of  the  Hercules-reverse  type  than  any  in  my  former  plate  [xviii.], 
as  regards  at  least  the  Greek  legend,  which  is  here  evidently  BAlAfXia 
3THPD2  2V  spmjMuv,  This  Emueus  differs  frt)m  his  namesake  in  the 
reverse,  and  in  the  great  corruption  of  the  Greek ;  but  it  is  possible 
that  the  piece  may  have  been  contemporaneously  struck  at  a  provincial 
mint ;  and  in  such  case,  if  cities  may  be  recognised — as  among  the 
Greek  coins — ^by  their  tutelary  deities,  we  shall  find  a  clue  to  the 
appearance  of  Ermaeus'  name  on  the  following  coin,  fig.  11,  which 
bears  the  reverse  of  the  naked  horse.  It  might,  perhaps,  be  allowable 
to  assign  this  horse  as  the  armorial  symbol  of  Bucephalia,  while  the 
Hercules  might  be  attributed  to  some  town  conspicuous  for  his  worship : 
the  'Victory'  to  Nicea;  and  Jupiter  to  one  of  the  Alexandrias  (being 
the  general  reverse  of  the  Alexandrine  coins.) 

The  native  legend  on  fig.  11  is  the  genuine  Pehlvi  one  of  Ermseus; 
but  that  on  fig.  10  is  of  the  modified  character  so  puzzling  to  the  decy^ 
pherer.  It  passes  unaltered  through  a  succession  of  princes,  and  may 
perhaps  therefore  embrace  only  their  titles. 

Fig.  12.  It  was  from  dubious  authority  that  I  added  the  name  of 
KAA^ISHS  to  this  group.  Masson's  researches  have  now  given  authentic 
evidence  that  I  did  so  justly.  He  has,  this  year,  fEdlen  upon  two  coins 
in  which  the  name  is  quite  distinct.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that 
the  titlie  of  basiaexu  is  here  for  the  first  time  omitted,  and  the  foreign 
expression  xopanot  introduced.  This,  it  will  be  rem^nbered,  is  pre- 
cisely the  transition  that  is  traced  in  the  Indo-Scythic  or  Mithraic 
series  of  Konerkos;  and  thus  we  have  pretty  strong  grounds  for 
infemng  that  the  change  was  simultaneously  effected  in  various  pro- 
vinces of  the  empire  of  the  foreign  (or  domestic)  usurpers  who 
supplanted  the  dynasty  of  Bactrian  descent. 

There  is,  however,  another  very  curious  circumstance  to  be  noted 
in  regard  to  fig.  12.  The  Greek  legend  is  KG:BGyAD  kaa^izdy  xoPcvov. 
Now,  as  good  luck  would  have  it,  Mr.  Neave,  of  the  Civil  Service,  has 
just  fiivored  me  with  a  few  old  coins  picked  up  in  the  Mofrissil,  among 
which  is  one,  in  excellent  preservation  and  well  executed,  of  the 
KAAA^ES kind  described  in  my  former  paper  [pi.  xviii.]    The  name 
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on  this  coin  (which  I  have  engraved  as  fig.  14),  ia  very  clearly 
KOZOAA  KAAA«  . . .  which  is  just  such  a  deviation  from  the  orthography 
of  Masaon'B  coin,  kosotao  kaa«izot,  as  a  provincial  dialect,  added  to 
the  difficulty  of  expressing  native  names  in  a  foreign  alphabet,  would 
justify  and  explain.  The  name  on  two  of  the  coins  of  pi.  xviii.  may 
be  also  read  kozoaa. 

Among  several  coins  of  the  same  class  in  the  collections  of  Cunning* 
ham  and  Swiney,  as  well  as  in  Maason's  plates,  other  variations  of  the 
spelling  occur,  koxttao,  kozovao,  etc.,  until  at  last  the  word  becomes 
utterly  illegible. 

In  a  private  letter  from  M.  Jacquet,  of  the  Paris  Asiatic  Society, 
that  gentleman  expresses  his  conviction,  after  seeing  Dr.  Martin 
Honigbergcr*B  coin,  that  the  name  we  have  called  kaa^uhs  should 
be  written  mokaa«i2H2,  which  he  supposes  equivalent  to  the  Sanskrit 
Mahatrishi;  but  I  think  we  have  abundant  evidence  against  sui^  a 
conclusion,  since  we  can  now  produce  at  least  three  individuals  of  the 
family  name  of  Kadphises.    Thus— 

Fig.  13,  copied  from  a  drawing  m  Court's  memoir,  has  the  l^;end 
ZAeoT  KAAA«E2(ov)  XOPANOT;  wlule,  on  the  gold  coins,  we  have  already 
adduced  numerous  instances  of  MO,  oohmo  or  ookmo,  attached  to  the 
Bame.  We  shall  take  some  future  occasion  to  place  all  these  varieties 
under  review  together;  meantime  the  French  ships*  of  the  season  will, 
it  is  hoped,  enable  us  to  profit  by  the  disquisitions  of  the  learned  of 
Paris  on  this  highly  interesting  question. 

Figs.  15,  16.  Small  coins  found  by  Masson  in  1885,  at  Beghram. 
The  execution  is  neat,  and  evidently  Bactrian,  but  the  names  are  de- 
faced. The  caduceus  of  fig.  15  is  to  be  met  with  on  the  coins  of 
Mcnander,  and  particularly  on  those  of  Mayos. 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  Ma3son's  labours  during 
the  past  year  have  been  productive  of  no  other  novel 
results  than  those  above-mentioned.  He  has  brought  to 
light  many  new  types  of  the  Mithraic  series,  which  I 
«hall  reserve  for  a  future  plate ;  besides  a  very  numerous 
series  of  what  he  has  correctly  designated  Indo-Sassanian 
coins,  to  which,  hitherto,  we  have  paid  too  little  attention. 
To  make  their  study  useful  would  involve  the  necessity 

^  [  These  were  the  days  when  India  was  dependent  on  sailing  Tcssels  for  news  as 
well  as  merchandise.  The  ninety  days*  passaee  at  a  given  period  of  the  year  is  now 
exchanged  for  a  fortnightly  communication  sddom  exoesding  forty  days.] 
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of  reviewing  carefully  the  weU-known  Sassanian  coins  of 
Persia  proper;  a  task,  nnfortnnately,  rendered  almost 
hopeless  by  the  great  indistinctness  and  perplexity  of 
the  Sassanian  alphabet.  I  must  not,  however,  on  this 
account  keep  back  the  new  and  curious  coins  with 
Nagari  characters  of  which  the  Beghram  collection 
boasts. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  once  more  offer  a  tribute  of 
admiration  for  the  indefatigable  and  successful  exertions 
of  the  collector  of  these  Bactrian  relics ;  and  express  a 
hope  that  his  extensive  collection,  now  consisting  of 
7000  coins,  may  be  deposited  in  our  national  museum 
by  the  East  India  Company,  to  whom  it  is  presumed 
they  have  been  annually  consigned. 
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Xin.— NEW  VAEIETIES  OF  THE  MITHRAIC, 
OE  INDO-SCYTHIC  SEKIES  OF  COINS,  AND 
THEIB  IMITATIONS. 

Prom  the  variety  of  the  Mithraic  reverses  abready 
made  known,  it  might  have  been  imagined  that  the 
series  was  nearly  exhausted.  Every  year,  however,  adds 
a  few  new  types  to  our  previous  list,  or  produces  finer 
samples  of  those  hitherto  considered  indistinct.  So 
multiplied,  indeed,  are  our  resources  at  the  present  time, 
that  we  can  afford  to  be  fastidious,  and  not  only  reject 
coins  of  the  baser  metals,  but  limit  the  admission  even  of 
golden  novelties  to  those  of  one  size,  weight,  and  value  ! 

My  object  in  pi.  xxix.  is  to  develope  more  fully  the 
transition  from  the  Mithraic  or  Indo-Scythic  coinage  to 
the  Hindu  series,  for  which  my  numerous  friends  have 
furnished  even  more  unequivocal  links  than  those  en- 
graved in  my  former  plate,  xxvi.  (xxxviii.  of  vol.  iv).  I 
must  begin,  however,  with  a*  few  novelties  of  the  true 
Mithra  type. 

Fig.  1  is  the  first  to  rivet  our  attention  and  curiosity.  It  is  an 
unique  of  Massok's  discovery.  The  obverse  has  the  usual  standing 
figure  of  the  Eaja  sacrificing,  with  the  legend  PAO  nano  pao  kanhpki 
KOPANO.  The  reverse  has  an  armed  figure,  nearly  the  counterpart  of 
the  other,  but  without  any  altar,  and  with  the  usual  monogram :  the 
legend  being,  in  Masson's  drawing,  opaafno.     Not  having  the  coin 
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itself  before  me,  the  reading  I  venture  to  substitute  for  this  is,  of  course, 
liable  to  correction ;  but  the  strong  similitude  between  the  commence- 
ment of  this  legend  and  of  the  two  curious  ones  formerly  noticed, 
namely,  apaoxpo  and  APAHePO,  leave  little  doubt  in  my  mind  that  the 
one  before  us  should  be  read  apaatno  ;  the  word  afno  representing  the 
Sanskrit  ^|^  agni,  the  god  of  fire  ;  whom  we  may  reasonably  sup- 
pose to  be  substituted  for  Athra,  as  the  Sanskrit  ^pi  ^>^  has  been  for 
Mithra,  in  the  Indianized  designation,  okpo.  The  Fehlvi  affix  apa 
arda  (generally  written  apta  by  the  Greeks),  implying  *the  great,' 
has  an  evident  connection  with  ^T^}  aryay  a  common  Sanskrit  epithet 
of  the  same  signification,  *  excellent' ;  or  ^^fst  ^^V^y  *  l^oly,  venerable' ; 
as  i|d|4(^  aryaman,  *  the  sun,'  ^|4$l|i^  Aryavarta,  *  the  holy  land,' 
(India)  etc.  *Aria'  also  occurs,  in  combination,  in  Persian  names  be- 
ginning with  consonants,  as  Ariobarzanes,  king  of  Armenia, — a  deriva- 
tive from  Berzin,  the  planet  Jupiter  of  the  Mithraic  system.^ 

Further  search,  should  these  conjectures  be  well  grounded,  will 
probably  bring  to  light  coins  with  the  single  appellation  afno,  which 
has  not  hitherto  been  observed. 

Fig.  2  is  misplaced :  for  the  imperfection  of  the  Greek  legend  on 
the  obverse  ought  to  condemn  it  to  a  lower  grade  in  chronological 
order.  All  those  legends  which  have  the  family  name  of  kanhpki 
are  clear  and  better  formed  than  those  of  oohpki,  to  which  this  coin 
belongs.  The  latter,  too,  have  generally  the  bust  of  the  sovereign 
substituted  for  the  full-length  sacrificer.  The  name  on  the  reverse  of 
fig.  2,  ♦APO,  is  new;  nor  is  it  at  first  very  obvious  what  meaning  it 
may  be  intended  to  convey.  It  cannot  weU  be  a  corruption  of  Aepo, 
because  the  standing  figure  faces  the  opposite  way,  holds  a  spear,  and 
wants  the  flames  on  his  shoulders.  Masson  observes,  on  this  coin : 
*  Here  is  another  peculiar  legend,  but  evidently  signifying  the  Sun  as 
source  of  light  and  majesty.  Pharos  was  the  term  applied  to  the 
Alexandrian  light-house,  and  Fharoah  is  the  well-known  scriptural 
title  of  the  old  Kings  of  Egypt.  The  bust  on  this  coin  affords  a  re- 
markable contrast  to  other  coins  of  the  family.'  It  is  certainly  pro- 
bable that  the  word  has  some  affinity  to  the  Greek  ^009,  lumen,  dies, 
soUs  artus,  but  no  more  than  is  naturally  found  between  languages  of 
a  common  origin.  The  word  Fhraa,  or  something  like  it,  certainly 
existed  in  the  ancient  language  of  Persia,  as  the  personification  of  light 
or  heat,  analogous  to  Mithra,  the  sun.^  In  compounds  it  is  frequentiy 
found,  as  in  Phraates,  Phraortes,  Famaces,  and  Phradates ;  the  latter 

1  Vaillant,  '  Are.  Imp.'  i.  183. 

3  Fhre,  in  Egyptian,  has  precisely  the  same  meaning  as  mihr  in  Persian,  *  king, 
prince.' 
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being  altx)gether  oongencroas  with  MithradateBy  or,  as  the  Greeks 
translated  the  name,  ApoUodotos.  From  the  same  root  are  descended 
the  modem  Persian  verb  ^Ji>^y^\  '  to  inflame,'  whence  j%ji\  '  illumi- 
nating/ 80  often  employed  in  compounds.  Perhaps  the  uncouth  name 
of  TJnad-Pherrou,  on  a  nimierous  class  of  the  deteriorated  Bactrian 
coins,  may  spring  from  the  same  root. 

Yaillant,  however,  gives  a  different,  and,  I  think,  a  less  satis&ctory 
ct jmolc^  of  the  above  class  of  names  in  bis  history  of  the  Arsacidaa. 
'  Phriapatcs  seu  et  Phrapates,  idem  ac  Aphra  Pates,  scu  et  Papatius ; 
nam  apud  Persas  idem  Aphra  est,  ac  Pa  apud  Turcas  Scythasque, 
scilicet  clevatus,  suprcmus,  maximus,  qu®  nominibus  propriis  ut  et 
art  pneponuntur.*  (*  Arsac.  Imp.'  i.  2).  Now,  if  the  word  Aphra  be 
merely  an  intensitive  preposition,  like  the  Sanskrit  1T^  para,  the 
Persian^  Jar,  the  Greek  irtipa^  and  the  Latin  pra  or  per;  the  word  to 
which  it  is  affixed  should  be  a  significant  adjectival  noun,  as  M^|44|: 
pardkrama  '  the  very  heroic' ;  jii^*^j\  ArdaMr  (Artaxerxes)  '  the  great 
lion'  or  Wery  valiant,'  etc.  The  participial  nouns  Mithradates  {qwui 
2rJ^ J^  '  the  given  of  Mithra'),  -and  Phradates  (i^J^j^l  '  the  given  of 
Plui'),  require  the  first  member  of  the  compound  to  be  a  noun. 

Fig.  8.  A  type  faTniliar  to  us,  in  copper ;  and  known  before  in  gold 
of  a  smaller  size.  It  was,  in  fiict,  one  of  the  two  coins  first  extracted 
by  Ventura  from  the  Maniky&la  tope.  In  Masson's  coin,  the  speUing 
accords  with  the  vernacular  pronunciation  MIIPO,  and  the  solar  glory 
is  irradiated  on  its  edge,  to  shew  more  plainly  its  reference. 

Figs.  4  and  5.  Two  more  gold  coins  of  Masson's  collection,  having 
the  legend  of  the  reverse  respectively  nano  pao  and  nana,  both  proved 
to  bo  equivalent  to  nanaia  by  the  peculiar  attitude  of  the  allegorical 
image.  The  introduction  of  pao  in  the  first  of  the  two  would  almoet 
seem  a  mistake  of  the  engraver,  who  had  in  his  mind  the  pao  nano 
PAO  of  the  obverse.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  my  former  remarks  on 
the  word  itself,  except  to  draw  attention  to  an  extract  from  the  Arme- 
nian Chronicles  with  which  Mr.  Avdall  has  fiivored  us,  proving  that 
NANAIA  and  the  Persian  Anahid  were  not  positively  identical,  each 
having  her  separate  temples  and  votaries,  even  in  Armenia.  *  Anahid 
was  the  tulelary  goddess  of  our  coimtry,  and  was  known  equally  by  the 
names  of  Artemis  and  Aphrodite  in  our  m3rthological  works.  She  was 
always  considered  identical  with  the  planet  Venus,  though  possessing 
all  the  attributes  of  Diana.'  As  Twneay  on  Mr.  Avdall's  authority, 
means  *  maternal'  or  'motherly,'  it  would  hardly  be  proper  to  ascribe 
such  a  designation  to  the  moon,  the  chaste  Diana ;  neither  has  her 
effigy  on  our  coins  the  lunar  emblem,  so  distinctly  portrayed  on  the 
MAO  and  some  other  types.     Rather,  then,  let  her  be  constituted  the 
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Venus  of  the  group,  who  plays  an  equally  conspicuous  part  in  the 
Mithraic  system.^ 

Eig.  6  is  a  gold  coin,  from  Court's  drawing,  of  the  Aepo  reverse. 
The  obverse  legend  is  pao  nano  pao  oohpki  kopano. 

Fig.  7  is  likewise  from  Court's  collection.  In  it  I  was  struck  by 
the  strong  resemblance  of  the  head-dress  to  that  of  the  Parthian  or  Sas- 
sanian  coins.  The  legend  is  wanting,  and  that  of  the  reverse  is  quite 
illegible,  though  the  monogram  and  device  are  in  a  perfect  state. 

Fig.  8  has  been  already  engraved  in  my  plate  of  the  Manikyala  relics; 
but  as  one  of  the  most  interesting  of  the  Mithraic  series,  it  could  not  be 
denied  admission  in  a  plate  exclusively  devoted  to  them.  I  wished, 
further,  to  place  it  in  juxta-position  with  the  sitting  figure  of  the 
APAOKPO  reverse,  because  it  might  be  conceived  to  be  the  parallel  Kindu 
lunar  coin  to  that  form  of  the  Hindu  solar  effigy,  okpo. 

lake  OKPO,  this  figure  has  four  arms,  and  is  therefore  Indian:  to' 
ther,  it  is  a  male  divinity ;  and  thirdly,  it  is  identified  with  mao,  '  the 
moon,'  by  the  crescents  of  that  luminary  arising  from  its  shoulders.  It 
must  therefore  be  the  Soma  or  Chandra  of  the  Hindu  Pantheon,  who  is 
represented  with  all  these  characters  in  Moor,  though  the  later  work  of 
Coleman  makes  him  to  be  a  two-handed  divinity. 

The  appellation  manaobafo,  which  so  puzzled  me  on  the  former 
occasion,  has  at  length,  I  think,  found  a  satis&ctory  explanation, 
d^^t*  mdnff,  in  Persian,  is  an  ancient  name  of  the  moon ;  and  Hf^ 
hhaga,  in  Sanskrit,  means  'splendour,  glory';  and  is  given  as  a  synonym 
of  ^e  moon  as  well  as  of  the  sun.  In  the  Zend,  then — ^the  link  between 
the  Persian  and  the  Sanskrit — ^we  may  naturally  look  for  a  compound  of 
these  two  terms,  such  as  manao-boffo.  It  is  weU  known  that  the  my- 
thology of  the  Saxons  was  derived  from  a  Scythic  or  Central-Asiatic 
source,  and  their  male  deity  Mona  (whence  our  modem  term,  moon*), 
has  been,  by  the  learned,  referred  to  the  Persian  mdng,  I  have,  how- 
ever, found  a  much  more  convincing  proof  than  these  analogies  afforded, 
that  such  is  the  correct  explanation,  in  the  Baron  Yon  Hammer's  Prize 
Memoir  *Sur  le  culte  de  Mithra,  son  origine,  sa  nature,  et  ses  mystdres,' 
Paris,  1833 ;  for  a  copy  of  which  I  am  indebted  to  the  learned  author's 
perusal  of  my  observations  on  the  curious  relics  from  the  Panjab. 

1  The  Baron  yon  Hammer  says  that  the  word  neith  of  the  EgyptianB  ib  eyidently 
the  same  as  the  Persian  nahid— whence  also  may  be  traced  the  German  naeht  and 
the  English  night. 

3  In  like  manner  I  feel  strongly  disposed  to  connect  the  strange  OAAO  of  our 
coins  with  Odin  or  Wodin  of  the  Saxon  mythos,  an  acknowledged  deriyatiye  from 
the  Sanskrit  ^IV  JBuddha,  Mercury.  It  is  not  a  little  curious  that  the  yerhal  root 
of  two  of  onr  present  days  of  the  week,  Monday  and  Wednesday,  should  thus  be 
discoyered  among  a  parcel  of  old  coins  dug  up  in  the  Panj&b! 
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In  the  catalogue  of  Mithraic  inscriptioiis  diacoyefed  in  various  parte 
of  Europe,  the  Baron  points  attention  to  one  in  particular  amon^ 
Oruter's  collection,  in  which  the  word  BfENonraANNUS  denotes  the 
deified  moon : 

*  Cetto  iiiBcription  est  vne  dei  plos  intereMmtes,  k  enm  dei  deax  mote  de  Meno- 
tyranniu  et  de  Penidiciu :  le  dernier  indiqne  roiigine  peiMne  da  calte  de  Mithzm  : 
lo  Menotyranniu  peat  ae  traduire  par  '  seignear  da  mois' ;  mais  malgr^  lee  objectiona 
de  M.  Rolle  contre  Texistence  da  diea  Lunos,  je  crois  qae  cette  existence  peat  trda- 
bien  dtre  proat^,  non  aeolement  par  tous  les  monamens  aBtionomiqaes  dee  orientaax 
modemeB,  dans  lesqaek  la  lane  est  repr^sent^  sons  la  fig:are  d'an  jeane  garQon  de 
qaatorze  ans ;  nuus,  encore  par  la  coincidence  de  la  mythologie  Egyptienney  dans 
Uquelle  la  lone,  d'aprte  les  d^ayertes  de  M.  Champollion,  est  ane  dinnit^  mdle. 
Enfin,  le  mot  MHN,  dans  leqael  M.  BoUe  ne  yoit  qae  le  nom  d'an  mois,  est  effectiTe- 
ment  an  nom  persan  de  la  lone,  qai  s'appelle  mdh  et  nuing;  c'est  le  moon  des  Ang]fi^ 
et  le  mimd  des  AUemands,  lesqaeb  lai  ont  conserr^  son  genre  oriental/ 

After  this  we  can  have  little  hesitation  in  translating  manaobato 
*  lord  of  the  months' : — indeed,  if  we  derive  BAro  firom  the  Persian  or 
Scythic  CJ^  heg,  *  lord  or  prince/  we  shall  have  precisely  the  cor- 
responding term  to  tyrannus. 

Fig.  9.  A  gold  coin  of  Eanerkos  from  a  drawing  by  M.  Court.  The 
rao  in  this  seems  to  have  a  case  for  his  bow  strung  behind  his  back. 
The  reverse  is  similar  to  that  of  a  fine  coin  of  oohpki  in  Ycntura's 
series  (fig.  9,  pi.  [xxii.]  xxxviii.,  vol.  iv.),  which,  however,  differs  in 
having  the  bust  in  lieu  of  the  full>length  of  the  prince.  The  l^cnd 
APAOXPO  has  been  before  explained  as  *  the  great  sun.'  ^  One  of  his 
attributes,  it  may  be  presumed,  rather  than  the  god  himself,  is  intended, 
by  the  female  holding  the  cornucopia — ^typifying  the  fertility  he  bestows 
on  the  earth. 

Fig.  10  is  a  most  important  acquisition  to  our  Mithraic  scries,  as 
being  the  very  IjtiIc  of  connection  between  them  and  the  Xanauj  coins. 
Immediately  after  the  publication  of  my  former  plate,  Lieut.  Cunning- 
ham wrote  to  me  from  Benires,  pointing  out  a  coin  in  his  cabinet  of 
the  class  I  had  designated  ^  links,'  having  the  seated  female  with  the 
cornucopia,  but  more  perfect  than  those  I  had  engraved,  inasmuch  as 
the  legend  to  the  left  was  preserved  and  legible  as  apaoxpo,  the  same 
as  that  of  the  standing  figure.  A  duplicate  of  the  same  coin  was  also 
in  Stacy's  cabinet,  and  on  reference  to  the  *  Asiatic  Eesearches,'  pL  i., 
the  letters  of  apaoxpo  were  clearly  legible  on  the  reverse  of  fig.  6,  a 
gold  coin  procured  by  "Wilson  from  the  bed  of  a  tank  in  the  Hugli 
district. 

The  cornucopia,  as  a  device,  seems  to  have  been  copied  from  the 

^  The  OPOOKPO  of  the  copper  coins  may  be  deemed  a  still  closer  imitation  of  the 
Sanskrit  ^(f^j^  dryarka,    APA  is  the  Persian  orthography. 
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Eoman  coinB  of  the  Emperors.  It  is  seldom  or  never  to  be  seen  on 
the  genuine  Greek  coins ;  nor  is  it  found  on  our  Bactrain  series  until 
the  age  of  Azos  (with  the  exception  of  the  copper  coins  of  Antimachus 
and  Fhiloxenus,  the  date  of  which  is  uncertain).  Whether  it  bears  any 
direct  allusion  to  the  legend  may  be  doubted, — at  least  such  allusion  is 
entirely  lost  sight  of  the  moment  we  pass  the  boundary  into  the  Indian 
series. 


HINDU'  COINS  IMITATED   FROM   THE  'ARDOKRO'  TYPE. 

Since  my  former  paper  on  the  Gupta  coins  of  Kanauj 
appeared,  very  important  acquisitions  have  been  made  to 
our  knowledge  of  this  before  unknown  dynasty,  through 
the  medium  of  coins  and  of  inscriptions ;  for  both  of 
which  we  are  almost  entirely  beholden  to  the  researches 
of  Lieut,  Cunningham  and  Mr.  Tregear  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Benares. 

The  inscription,  in  an  ancient  character,  upon  the 
column  at  Allahabad,  interpreted  by  Captain  Troyer  and 
Dr.  Mill  in  vol.  iii.,  ^  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.,'  had  made 
us  acquainted  with  the  four  first  of  the  family;*  namely, 
1,  Gupta,  a  Eaja  of  the  solar  race;  2,  Ghatot  Kacha,  his 
son;  3,  Chandra-gupta,  his  son;  4,  Samudra-gupta,  the 
fourth  in  descent; — and  there  the  Allahabad  record  broke 
off  with  an  intimation  that  a  son  was  expected. 

The  Bhitari  Lat  brought  to  notice  by  Messrs.  Tregear 
and  Cunningham,  fills  up  the  line  of  succession  for  three 
generations  farther  (see  pi.  xxx.,  vol.  v.  ^  Jour.  As.  Soc. 
Beng.',  October,  1836).  We  may  so  far  anticipate  the 
translation  of  this  highly  important  record  promised  to 
us  by  Mill  [see  p.  240],  for  the  illustration  of  our  sub- 

^  See  Yol.  iii,  p.  344.    [Piinsep's  reyiBod  translation  of  this  inscription  is  to  be 
found  at  p.  233,  ante.] 
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ject,  as  to  state  that  the  infant  of  Samudra  was  named 
Chandra-gupta  II.  His  son  was,  6,  Kumara-gupta;  after 
whom  followed,  7,  Skanda-gapta — and  there  again  this 
new  authority  breaks  ofL 

Now,  to  all  of  these  (excepting,  perhaps,  the  first), 
we  can  at  present  assign  their  respective  coins  from 
undoubted  and  numerous  specimens ;  and  the  succession 
of  the  devices  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  will  be  seen 
to  follow  just  so  much  of  modification  from  the  original 
Mithraic  model  of  the  Ardokro  coin  as  would  be  expected 
when  the  normal  source  was  nearly  forgotten,  and  Hindu 
ideas  ruled  predominant.  Moreover,  we  can,  from  our 
coins,  add  the  name  of  Mahendra-gupta,  and  perhaps  of 
Assa-gupta,  to  the  list,  and  there  is  presumptive  evidence 
of  a  second  Samudra  as  of  a  second  Chandra.  Altogether 
we  may  reckon  upon  nine  or  ten  generations,  which,  at  an 
average  of  eighteen  years,  will  fill  a  space  in  Indian  history 
of  nearly  two  centuries,  of  which  no  written  account  can 
be  mot  with; — ^imless  the  passage  in  the  ^Vishnu  Puiana,'  * 
that  the  Guptas,  a  Sudra  family,  reigned  over  a  part  of 
Magadha,  at  the  time  of  its  compilation,  be  regarded  as 
alluding  to  our  dynasty.  The  sites  whence  their  coins 
have  been  most  frequently  obtained,  certainly  agree  with 
this  description;  but  the  date  assigned  to  the  Furana 
must  in  this  case  be  carried  back  a  few  centuries  ;^  and, 

1  See  Wilson's  analysis  of  the  Vishnu  Pur&na,  *  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.',  i.  440. 

*  [I  annex  Prof.  Wilson's  full  opinion  on  the  probable  date  of  the  Pur&nas : — 
'  The  Pur&nas  are  also  works  of  eyidently  different  ag^cs,  and  have  been  compiled 
under  different  circumstances,  the  precise  nature  of  which  we  can  but  impeiroctly 
conjecture  from  internal  evidence,  and  from  what  we  know  of  the  history  of  religious 
opinion  in  India.  It  is  hiffhly  probable,  that  of  the  present  popular  forms  of  the 
IIind(i  religion,  none  assumed  tneir  actual  state  earlier  than  toe  time  of  $ankara 
Ach&rya,  the  great  $aiva  reformer,  who  flourished,  in  all  likelihood,  in  the  eighth 
or  nindi  centu^.  Of  the  Vaishnaya  teachers,  R&m6nuja  dates  in  tiie  twelfth  century, 
Madhw&di&rya  in  the  thirteenth,  and  Vallabha  in  the  sixteenth ;  and  the  Pur&nas 
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by  the  Mleohchlias  of  the  Indus,  must  be  understood  the 

Indo-Scythians  rather  than  the  Musalmans.     But  I  had 

intended  to  confine  myself  to  an  enumeration  of  the  new 

coins,  and  to  postpone  speculation  until  we  are  thoroughly 

acquainted  with  them.     To  proceed  therefore: — 

Fig.  11.  One  of  two  gold  coins  of  Cunningham's  cabinet  (the  first 
procured  at  Benares,  the  second  in  Calcutta,  now  with  Dr.  Swiney). 
It  is  a  duplicate  of  my  own  (jfrom  Conolly)  with  the  unintelligible 
legend  engraved  as  &g.  23  of  pi.  xxiii.  It  was  then  alluded  to  as 
having  the  letters  a  little  different  from  mine,  and  was  read  Kru^ipta 
ParagufptaJ,  Upon  fall  consideration  of  each  individual  letter  as  com- 
pared with  those  of  other  coins,  I  do  not  think  the  second  letter  a  ^; 
it  is  rather  a  Ihy  and  the  reading  altogether  C|4||gi|<^J|^,  Kvhhdvu 
paragv^a  (adding  the  ja  from  the  obverse  of  my  own  coin,  where  it  is 
qidte  distinct).  Now,  we  have  gained  experience  enough  from  our 
reading  of  this  class  of  coins  to  expect  that  the  legend,  where  it  does 
not  merely  embrace  the  titles  of  sovereignty,  wiU  express  some  extra- 
vagant epithet.  The  final  ja  also  (implying  'bom  of,')  shews  that  the 
said  epithet  belongs  to  his  &ther;  and  this  will  accotmt  for  the  omission 
of  ya  on  one  side  of  ihe  coin,  which  would  have  the  effect  of  TnaViTig 
the  epithet  apply  to  the  son  also.  The  present  compound  may  thus  be 
made  up  of  V  hu,  a  diminitive  particle;  ^fPf  hhdvaj  'the  mind*;  ^1| 
upa^  a  partide  implying  similitude;  *^  Ragu  (for  Eaghu)  the  grand- 
fether  of  Edma,  and  "^ja  'bom  of*  or,  united  by, — Kvhhdv-wpwragvrja 
<of  the  humble-minded,  resembling-Eaghu-bom.'  The  name  is  unfor- 
tunately cut  off  from  the  margin.  Two  letters  of  it  are  visible  imder 
the  r&ja's  arm  on  the  obverse,  and  look  like  ^^^  Ma:  but  on  reference 

seem  to  have  accompanied  or  followed  tbeir  innoyations,  being  obviously  intended  to 
advocate  the  doctrines  they  taught.  This  is  to  assign  to  some  of  them  a  very  modem 
date,  it  is  true ;  but  I  cannot  think  that  a  higher  can  with  justice  be  ascribed  to 
theuL' — Wilson's  *  Vishnu  Purdna,*  preface,  ix.  x. :  London,  1840.— *  Anotiier  evi- 
dence of  a  comparatively  modem  date  must  be  admitted  in  those  chapters  of  the 
Pur&nas  which,  assuming  a  prophetic  tone,  foretell  what  dynasties  of  kinn  will  reign 
in  the  Kali  age.  These  chapters,  it  is  true,  are  found  but  in  four  of  t£e  Pur&nas, 
but  they  are  conclusive  in  brin^g  down  the  date  of  those  four  to  a  period  con- 
siderably subsequent  to  Christianity.  It  is  also  to  bo  remarked,  that  the  V&yn, 
Yishnu,  Bh^vata,  and  Matsya  Pur&nas,  in  which  these  particulars  are  foretold, 
have  in  all  ouier  respects  the  character  of  as  great  antiquity  as  any  works  of  their 
dass/  p.  I. — *  A  veiy  ^eat  portion  of  the  contents  of  many,  some  portion  of  the 
contents  of  all,  is  genuine  and  old.  The  sectarial  interpolation  or  embellishment  is 
always  sufficiently  palpable  to  be  set  aside,  without  injury  to  the  more  authentic  and 
primitive  material.*  p.  vi.] 

1  I  have  worked  out  this  solution,  dictionary  in  hand;  for  the  pandits  could  not 
aid  me  in  the  least:  it  is  therefore  quite  open  to  criticism. 
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to  my  own  coin,  I  have  there  no  hesitation  in  reading  it  ^IJ^  Samudra, 
The  coin  is  in  this  caso  wrongfully  placed  at  the  head  of  the  groap  in 
the  plate;  but,  as  there  are  two  coins  to  one  in  favor  of  the  reading  A$a, 
1  still  hesitate  to  remove  it;  for  Assa-gupta  is  a  known  name  in  the 
Kashmir  list;  and  it  is,  moreover,  so  like  our  A208,  that  one  feels  in- 
clined to  discover  in  it  a  coin  of  Yavanaso  himself,  the  supposed  founder 
of  this  Kanauj  dynasty. 

Fig.  12.  This  beautiful  coin  is  an  unique  in  Tregear's  possession. 
It  is  valuable  on  every  account :  as  giving  an  additional  link  with  the 
Mithraic  coins  (fig.  9),  in  the  standing  'cornucopia'  female ;  as  adding 
a  new  and  much  desired  name  to  the  coin  list ;  and  as  teaching  a  good 
lesson,  in  the  most  unequivocal  and  well-formed  NagaH,  of  the  style  of 
legend  adopted  by  these  sovereigns;  to  whom — whether  from  their 
extra-Indian,  or  their  low  origin,  or  their  limited  sway — the  panegy- 
rist seems  to  have  avoided  applying  the  usual  epithets  of  royalty, 
Mahiraj&dhirdja. 

On  the  reverse,  the  reading  seems  to  commence  ^4^1^^^ 
sarva^djochchhaira,  *  the  chhatra  or  overshadower  of  all  the  r&jas ' — 

then,    on    the  right  of  the    obverse,   mn<li^^4tq|  ^ Edma- 

narutiama-ja  Gha{tot  ?) ;  and,  under  the  left  arm,  written  perpendicu- 
larly in  the  Chinese  fashion  ^  Kaeha,  *  8on-of-an-excellent-man- 
resembling-Xama,  Gha(tot)  Kacha.'  The  only  portion  of  this  inscrip- 
tion missing  is  the  second  syllable  of  Ghatot,  which  may  be  replaced 
with  confidence.  The  r&ja  is  sacrificing  on  the  small  Mithraic  altar, 
and  is  dressed  much  in  the  Eanerkos  style,  though  more  fashionably. 

Fig.  13.  Next  in  succession  to  Xacha  comes  Chandra.  Of  his  coins 
I  have  already  supplied  several  examples  (see  pi.  xxii.  ^,  18,  also 
Karsden  xivn.),  but  to  keep  up  the  comparison  of  the  reverses,  I  here 
insert  a  very  perfect  sample  from  Cunningham's  cabinet,  procured  at 
Mfrzdpur.  Legend,  on  the  obverse — ^I^^Dm^  ^4/«  '^^^  Chandra  (the 
rest  only  partially  visible),  and,  under  the  arm  again,  ^Chandra; 
on  the  reverse — ^  fq«i«f  Sri  Vikrama,  I  do  not  find  any  instance  of 
the  name  on  this  form  of  coin  being  written  Chandra-gupta,  although 
it  is  distinctly  so  on  the  PiUar  Inscriptions.  He  is  the  first  to  change 
the  'trident'  standard  of  oohpki  for  the  quasi  Boman  eagle.  He  also 
prefers  the  bow  to  the  spear. 

Fig.  14.  Cunningham's,  from  Gaya,  similar  to  my  own  (Capt. 
"Wade's)  of  fig.  16,  pi.  [xxii.]  xxxviii.  vol.  iv.  Fig.  17  of  that  plate 
is  another;  and  seven  are  now  known  of  the  same  type,  dispersed 
among  us :  but  few,  if  any,  have  the  marginal  inscription  so  well  de- 
veloped. As  all  the  coins  bearing  simply  'Yikrama'  on  them  may  he 
set  down  to  Chandra-gupta,  so  all  having  M<I44|:  pardkrama  may  be 
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assigned  to  his  son  Samudra-gupta  I.  This  legend  is  attached  to  the 
same  sitting  female  as  before  on  the  reverse.  The  r4ja  on  the  opposite 
face  is  just  like  his  predecessors  in  costume  and  attitude,  with  '  spear 
and  eagle '  standard. 

By  means  of  Messrs.  Cunningham's  and  Tregear's  coins,  added  to 
ray  former  specimen,  the  long  legend  on  the  obverse  can  be  nearly  all 
restored;  it  appears  to  be  Hm^  If?!  iHfT  •  •  •  •  'pHWRTC  •  •  •  • 
Samara  sata  matagafjaj  ....  which  may  be  translated  'having  the 
strength  of  100  mast  elephants,'  and  on  the  opposite  margin  vijaya- 
jatara  ....  In  my  former  specimen,  however,  the  final  portion  read 
aparqfita-davqfa. 

Under  the  arm,  the  word  f|M^  Samudra  is  written  in  the  perpen* 
dicular  form,  the  u  being  apparently  placed  above  the  m,  because  the  d 
had  taken  its  proper  position  below. 

Fig.  15  is  another  Chandra-gupta,  from  Stacy's  box,  of  which  Tre- 
gear  has  a  duplicate.  Another  is  engraved  in  Marsden,  fig.  mlviii. 
From  the  alteration  of  the  device,  and  particularly  the  omission  of  the 
fire-altar  on  this  coin,  we  might  with  plausibility  set  it  down  to 
Chandra-gupta  II.,  but,  on  the  same  authority,  we  might  make 
two  Samudras;  for  these  princes  seem  to  have  imitated  one  another 
so  closely,  that  we  find  the  device  of  the  rdja  and  his  wife  (?) — ^like 
that  of  the  'raja  and  eagle'  standard — repeated  on  the  Samudra  coin 
(fig.  12)  and,  at  a  later  period,  on  a  coin  of  Skanda-gupta  (fig.  24  of 
pi.  [xxiii]  xxxix.  vol.  iv.)  with  a  change  of  costume.  The  rdja's  name . 
on  this  coin  is  disposed  in  two  perpendicular  lines,  one  on  each  side  of 

the  spear — vUl  Chandra-gupta :   the  second  line,  not  very  clear  in 

Stacy's  coin,  is  quite  distinct  in  Tregear's,  which  reached  me  just  too 
late  to  be  substituted  in  the  engraving.  On  the  reverse,  the  'cornu- 
copia' lady  is  seated  on  a  sleeping  lion,  as  if  to  express  'ail  will  go  on 
prosperously  if  ye  rouse  not  the  wrath  of  your  ruler.'  On  the  left 
hand  are  the  words  M^^€|:  in  the  ancient  character.  The  upper 
prolongation  of  the  p  perhaps  indicates  an  antMt^dra,  ;^and;,thus  the 
reading  maybe  '^[^f^^X panch-chhavaya,  'the  five  excellences'  to  wit, 
of  a  king.  There  is  a  fault  in  orthography,  however,  here,  as  in  the 
legend  of  Ghatot-kacha:  the  words  should  be  written  V[^  ^PRf:  pan- 
cha  ehhavayas.  Whether  the  word  ckhavaya,  'light,'  may  have  any 
allusion  to  the  five  luminaries  of  the  Mithraic  worship — the  Sun,  the 
Moon,  Fire,  Jupiter,  and  Venus — ^it  is  impossible  to  say ;  but  that  a  king 
should  possess  five  virtues  we  learn  from  various  Hindu  authorities.' 

Fig.  16.  An  unique  in  Cunningham's  collection  from  Gaya.  The 
female  of  the  reverse  having,  in  the  last,  quitted  her  Grecian  seat,  has 
been  here  installed  in  one  of  a  more  genuine  Hindu  character — the 

24 
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lotuB*flower.  There  is  a  peculiarity  also  in  her  attitude,  both  hands 
being  turned  up,  and  the  elbows  resting  on  the  knees.  The  legend  is 
unfortunately  cut  off.  On  the  obverse,  however,  to  the  left  of  the 
usual  r&ja,  we  have,  in  very  conspicuous  letters,  superposed  in  the 
usual  style,  ^pfTT^  Kumdra — ^proving  that  this  is  a  coin  of  Kumira- 
gupta,  Uie  successor  of  Chandra-gupta  II.,  and  thus  far  in  accordance 
with  the  Bhit4r{  monument.  lieut  Cunningham  has  another  of  the 
same  prince,  of  quite  a  different  type  (described  in  vol.  iv.  p.  637) 
[p.  280,  see  fig.  28,  pi.  xxiii.] ;  but  what  confirms  Kumara's  succession 
to  Chandra  II.  is,  that  there  are  devices  common  to  the  two,  which  be- 
long, as  far  as  our  researches  yet  go,  to  no  others ;  as  if,  on  the  accession 
of  the  new  prince,  the  mint  had  continued  the  preceding  device,  mutato 
nomine,  until  another  was  subsequently  selected  by  the  rising  monarch. 
(See  figs.  27  and  28,  pi.  [xxiii.]  xxxix.  vol.  iv.,  '  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.') 

Figs.  17  and  18.  For  our  acquaintance  with  the  owner  of  the  next 
coin  in  our  series  we  are  entirely  indebted  to  lieut.  Cunningham.  He 
first  extracted  his  name  from  the  Bhitari  L&t  inscription,  and  subse- 
quently traced  it  on  these  two  unique  coins  in  his  own,  and  on  one  of 
my  collection,  already  published  (fig.  24  of  pi.  [xxiii]  xxxix.  vol.  iv.). 
Fig.  17  is  from  Gaya,  and  fig.  18  was  dug  up  near  a  village  four  ko9 
from  Gh&zfpur. 

On  the  obverse,  the  general  attitude  of  the  raja  is  the  same  as 
usual,  the  waist  a  little  more  fashionable,  the  gaiters  absolutely  those 
of  the  last  century !  and  the  hair  or  wig  commencing  to  be  curled  in 
parallel  rolls,  as  will  be  more  fully  developed  hereafter.  The  name, 
perpendicularly  disposed  under  the  arm  of  both  figures,  is  quite  clears 
^OfV  Skanda;  while  on  the  reverse  of  fig.  18  it  is  as  decidedly  (in 
the  old  character)  ^  IQJli^  IJH  ^'  Skanda-ffupta,  the  very  name  of 
the  Bhit&rf  laf  successor  to  Kum4ra. 

On  comparing  the  plates — ^in  the  'Asiatic  Researches'  and  the 
'  Journal  '—of  the  coin  given  me  by  Mr.  Bacon,  many  years  ago,  and  then 
thought  rather  suspicious,  Lieut.  Cunningham  soon  found  its  legend  to 
be  identical  with  his  own, — a  fact  fuUy  confirmed  by  re-examination  of 
the  coin  itself.  These  three,  however,  are  the  only  coins  yet  known 
of  this  name.  One  of  them,  17,  exhibits  a  new  name  on  the  reverse, 
for,  unlike  18,  it  is  certainly  not  Skanda-gupta,  but  4i4|4|«^: 
Kramamanda,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  rhyming  epithet — 
'  equal  to  (or  surpassing)  Manda'  (Saturn  or  Yama).  Mr.  Tregear  has 
lately  got  a  duplicate  of  this  coin,  in  which  the  reading  is  rather 
'WTlflWni^J— one  and  both  may  possibly  be  intended  for  l4^9i^^: 
an  Mahmdra. 

Figs.  19,  20.  We  now  pass  to  another  new  acquaintance  made  out 
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jointly  by  Catmingliani  and  myself  on  a  general  inspection  of  the  Gupta 
coins.  Fig.  19  is  in  the  Society's  collection,  and  is  engraved  as  14  of 
the  plates  in  the  '  Asiatic  Eesearches/  vol.  xvii.,  unread  by  Wilson. 
Upon  recognizing  the  final  letter,  ^  ndra,  we  soon  perceived  the 
preceding  letter — which  I  had  before  mistaken  for  a  ph  or  n — ^to  be  the 
old  If  A ;  and  thus,  with  the  vowel  above  it,  the  name  was  immediately 
cleared  up  as  ^  ^T^^*  '^^  Mahendra.  Another  coin  from  Gaya, 
belonging  to  Cunningham,  turned  out  to  be  of  the  same  individual  as 
to  the  reverse,  with  some  variations  in  the  legend  of  the  obverse. 
Under  the  arm  of  the  latter,  the  letter  V  hu  seems  to  denote  a  Kumara ; 
but,  on  the  margin,  are  evidently  the  words  IRT^  ^^^  y<»y«^ 
Mahendra,  On  the  Society's  coin,  fig.  9,  the  marginal  inscription  is 
more  complex — M<^<^^i^»  as  yet  unintelligible ;  then,  between  the 
feet,  ^  Sri ;  and,  near  the  hand,  the  letter  ^  gu  of  'Gupta,'  the  inter- 
vening name  being  cut  off. 

Pursuing  the  examination,  we  found  the  coins  29  and  30  of  pi. 
[xxiii.]  xxxix.  vol,  iv. — with  the  rdja  on  horseback,  and  the  seated 
female  feeding  the  peacock — to  belong  also  to  Mahendra-gupta.  '  Ajita 
Mahendra'  on  the  reverse,  and  '  Mahendra-gupta'  on  the  obverse  of 
30,  are  quite  clear.  I  was  before  only  misled  by  the  letter  h,  which  I 
read  as  the  nasal  n  of  the  Mt  alphabet. 

I  shall  have  occasion  to  recur  to  this  name  in  the  next  plate, 
which  contains  those  new  forms  of  the  Kanauj  coin  that  are  without  the 
'  cornucopia '  female,  and  have  not  such  direct  analogy  to  their  Mithraic 
prototype  as  is  palpable  in  the  whole  of  the  reverses  included  in  the 
lower  half  of  the  present  plate. 

(pi.  ixx.) 

Eigs.  1,  2.  These  two  coins,  from  Tregear's  cabinet,  are  variations 
only  of  the  original  coin  given  to  me  by  Conolly,  now  become  cele- 
brated as  having  opened  the  door  to  the  understanding  of  the  whole 
group.  In  that  coin,  however,  the  archer  holds  his  bow  in  the  wrong 
hand,  whereas  in  the  two  present  coins,  and  the  one  following,  the 
position  is  rectified  and  the  lion  is  better  developed,  particularly  in 
fig.  2.  Besides  adding  these  fine  specimens  to  our  series,  Tregear  has 
made  out  the  true  reading  of  the  legend  on  the  reverse.  Instead  of 
saeha  ox pradya  the  word  is  f^tlf^niTR*  Sinha-vikrama,  'the  lion-hero,' 
which  is  consistent  with  the  device,  for  it  may  be  also  understood  as 
'conqueror  of  the  lion.'  *     To  whom,  however,  this  title  is  to  be  applied. 


1  It  is  remarkable  that  in  moet  cases  the  word  tinha  (or  more  properly  nmka)  is 
written  with  an  unknown  letter  superposed  to  the  |[.    This  must  be  the  nasal  m,  for 
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iTOuld  still  have  remained  doubtful,  but  for  the  fortunate  discovery  of 
another  coin,  by  the  same  indefatigable  collector,  in  the  prolific  neigh- 
bourhood of  Jaunpur,  even  while  I  was  engraving  the  present  plate. 

Fig.  8,  the  coin  here  alluded  to,  bears  precisely  the  same  device, 
with  variation  only  of  the  attitude  of  the  warrior.  The  legend  is 
different,  the  part  visible  being,  on  the  obverse,  'ifV  -  •  (T  ^T^^  WV 
Sri  .  .  ta  Mdhendra  jaya ;  and,  on  the  reverse,  ^  4|^f|^ff|f  iSiri 
Mahmdra  Sinha.  Whether  the  Mahendra  here  designed  be  distinct 
from  the  Mahendra-gupta  of  the  'cornucopia'  reverse,  remains  to  be 
ascertained. 

Figs.  5J,  4,  5.  From  Tregear's  collection.  These  three  coins — ^bear- 
ing the  r4ja  on  horseback  on  the  obverse,  and  a  female  seated  sideways 
on  a  marhd  or  wicker  'stool  *  on  the  reverse — are  essentially  the  same 
as  were  lately  published,  (figs.  29,  30,  pi.  [xxiii.],  from  Burt's  and 
my  own  coins)  which  I  was  then,  however,  unable  to  read  satisfac- 
torily, from  misapprehension  of  the  letter  A.  The  legend  is  in  all 
exactly  the  same  on  the  reverse,  ^Vf^lTf  7T^^  (tfita  Mahendra :  'the 
unconquered  Mahendra.'  The  female  holds,  in  her  right  hand,  yari- 
ously,  a  flower,  a  noose,  or  food  for  an  attendant  peacock,  like  that  of 
the  Eumara  coins. 

On  the  obverse  the  legend  is  more  variable. 

In  3,  we  have  the  letters      ^Vf^lTf  jp^  ....  Tf^lV  .... 

In  4,  not  legible  .  .        7(f^ 

In  5,  jp^  .  .  not  legible. 

Fig.  6.  (Tregear).  This  coin  resembles  in  all  respects  the  foregoing^ 
excepting  as  to  the  legend,  which  is,  on  the  obverse,  beginning  at  the 
top,  M<^^  ....  ^  31 H  •  par ames/ vara  ?  Cha- or Mahe-Jndra-gupta.  On 
the  reverse  (the  second  letter  being  very  clear  on  a  duplicate  coin  in 
Cunningham's  cabinet)  ^Vf^  f^nTTI  (^'ita  Vihrama.  This  name  so 
closely  resembles  the  common  pronunciation  of  Vikramajit  (correctly 
written  Vikram^ditya),  that,  although  it  may  not  belong  to  that  cele- 
brated sovereign,  it  is  very  possible  that  matters  appertaining  to  the 
history  of  the  one  may  have  been  transferred  to  the  other,  and  hence 
some  of  the  confusion,  so  perplexing  to  the  historian,  have  originated. 

Fig.  7.  An  unique  lately  procured  by  Tregear.  The  raja  on  the 
obverse  is  of  a  peaceftil  character,  with  hand  extended,  but  no  altar.  A 
diminutive  attendant  holds  a  chhata  over  his  head.  The  letters  on  the 
margin  are  not  legible.     On  the  reverse  is  the  standing  'cornucopia' 


which  the  anusw&ra  is  now  substitated.  In  fig.  2  the  letter  is  palpably  an  ym^  to 
which  is  subjoiaed  the  ^  h;  but  in  figs.  1  and  8,  and  in  my  coin,  the  letter  has  the 
form  of  C  . 
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female  holding  a  well-depicted  lotus-flower,  with  a  lateral  iascription 
which  may  be  read  f^^Pnt^W*  Vihramdditya  \  but  although  the 
length  of  the  subjoined  y  exceeds  that  usually  found  in  the  d^  and  the 
di  is  not  much  like  the  ck^  it  is  probable  that  the  word  is,  after  all,  only 
f^nnR  ^^^I  Vihrama  Chandra:  and  we  must  not  allow  our  sanguine 
imagination  to  rejoice  in  having  at  length  hit  upon  a  veritable  coin- 
of  the  author  of  the  Samvat  era ;  against  which  there  is  also  a  cogent 
chronological  obstacle,  in  the  date  hitherto  assigned  to  our  dynasty  of 
Guptas.^ 

Fig.  9  (Tr.)  is  introduced  as  a  new  variety  of  the  Chandra-gupta 
coinage :  only  differing  from  the  numerous  class  before  described,  in 
the  legends,  which  are,  very  clearly,  on  the  obverse  ^  ^^<5^  g^:  .... 
Sri  Chandra-guptay  (the  titles  not  legible)  and,  on  the  reverse, 
^ftWT!  Sri   Vihrama. 

Fig.  10,  of  Tregear's  collection,  was  engraved  as  a  doubtful  name,, 
but  I  think  it  may  be  set  down  as  belonging  to  Skanda-gupta. 

Figs.  11  to  15.  This  curious  class  of  copper  coins  has  not  yet  been 
brought  to  notice.  They  are,  indeed,  much  more  scarce  than  the  gold 
coins  of  the  same  age,  and  hitherto  only  those  of  one  individxial  of  the 
family  have  been  met  with.  It  was  not  untU  Tregear's  highly-curioua 
specimen,  fig.  11,  had  furnished  us  with  the  style  of  Chandra's  copper 
coins,  that  we  were  led  to  re-examine  our  several  collections,  in  which 
were  found,  and  became  legible,  a  few  rare  specimens  of  the  same 
character. 

Fig.  1 1  has  the  portrait  of  the  raja  on  one  side,  with  a  smaller,  per- 
haps female,  figiire  on  his  left  hand.     On  the  reverse  [a  peacock] :  below 

which,  in  very  well  defined  characters, IfTTW  ^  ^^^  ^JH» 

{Sri  nui)hdrdja  Sri  Chandra-gupta. 

Fig.  12  is  a  demi-coin  of  similar  stamp,  one  of  two  belonging  also 
to  Tregear ;  but,  on  the  reverse  of  this,  as  in  all  that  follow,  the  device 
is  a  bird,  the  same  that  figures  on  the  military  standard  of  the  gold 
coins,  and  which,  Wilson  says,  'looks  more  like  a  goose  than  a  Eoman 
eagle.'  The  inscription  is  very  well  preserved,  ^^^<^^TH  'S'ri 
Chandra-gupta, 

Fig.  13  is  from  Stacy's  cabinet:  the  obverse,  well  executed,  repre- 
sents the  bust  of  the  r^ja  holding  a  flower;  beneath  ^f^nHR*  • . 
Sri  Vikrama ;  the  next  letter  may  be  ^  or  ^ ;  but  on  the  reverse  are 
distinguishable  the  initial  letters  ^^. .  Sri  Cha.  .  .  .  proving  that 
the  coin  belongs  to  Chandra-gupta. 

Fig.  14  is  from  Swiney's  cabinet,  in  all  respects  a  duplicate  of  the 

^  Mr.  Tregear  has  since  written  that,  on  rc-examination,  the  word  is,  palpably 
*Vikram&ditya.* 
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last^  but  the  leverae  legend  is  even  moie  diBtinctly  ....  ^^^}| 
the  lower  part  of  the  ndra  only  is  effaced. 

Eig.  15  had  escaped  notice  in  my  own  cabinet.  The  head  is  more 
highly  finished  than  in  the  other  specimens,  but  the  legend  could  not 
have  been  understood  without  their  aid :  it  is  ...  .  ^^^H  *  -  -  - 
ndra-ffupta. 

Before  quitting  this  very  interesting  group  of  coins,  I  must  not 
omit  to  notice  the  only  silver  specimen  which  has  yet  come  under  my 
observation;  it  belongs  to  Swiney,  and  is  ....  a  forgery! — not  a 
modem  one,  but  an  actual  fiedse  coin  of  the  period  when  it  was  struck. 
It  is  of  copper  thickly  plated,  but  the  silver  plate  is  worn  through  in 
several  places,  exposing  the  interior  nucleus.  I  have  depicted  it  in  * 
pi.  xxzi.  fig.  21. 

Obvebse. — The  raja  in  the  original  sacrificing  attitude ;  under  his 
left  arm,  the  letters  ^RlRf  afaya  or  "^HRT  -^4^'  y  •  •  • 

Revebse. — Goddess  (Durgd?)  seated  in  the  native  fashion  with  cor- 
nucopia (or  flower)  and  *  glory* — a  small  elephant  with  trunk  uplifted 
for  protection,  on  her  right  shoulder.  The  marginal  inscription 
^  imft  •  •  -  •  Sri  prakanau  ....  the  last  letter  may  be  double  n, 
but  in  neither  manner  does  it  present  an  intelligible  word. 

SECOND  SERIES  OF  IMITATIONS. 

We  now  pass  to  another  series  of  coins  evidently  de- 
scended from  the  same  ^  Ardokro'  type  coin  to  which  the 
early  Kanauj  group  has  been  so  satisfactorily  traced.  In 
the  latter  case,  we  have  seen  that  the  Hindu  artists  soon 
quitted  their  original,  and  exercised  a  fertile  invention 
in  varying  the  device  during  several  generations  of 
princes:  but  in  the  coins  we  have  now  to  notice,  no 
claims  to  ingenuity  can  be  advanced,  unless  it  be  for 
gradually  barbarizing  and  disguising  the  original  type, 
so  that  it  would  have  been  absolutely  impossible  to  recog- 
nize the  character  of  the  extraordinary  symbols  on  the 
later  pieces,  had  we  not  a  numerous  train  of  specimens 
to  produce,  in  evidence  of  the  gradual  deterioration,  I 
had  already  more  than  once  engraved  specimens  of  this 
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curious  series,  thinking  them  to  be  merely  the  link  coins 
between  the  rao  nano  rao  and  the  early  Kanauj  series. 
Among  the  Manikyala  coins  was  the  only  silver  coin  of 
the  set  on  which  I  had  particularly  remarked  legible 
Sanskrit  characters;  which  were  of  a  form  and  age 
differing  essentially  from  the  Kanauj  coin  alphabet 
(so  called).  But  now,  through  Cunningham's  careful 
scrutiny  of  all  our  available  collections,  I  am  enabled 
to  produce  a  host  of  variable  legends,  which  may  be  the 
means  of  developing  by-and-bye  a  second  royal  dynasty 
of  some  other  Indian  locality,  as  successfully  as  has  been 
the  case  with  the  Gupta  family. 

Henceforward  my  readers  should  understand,  and 
they  will,  doubtless,  soon  perceive  the  fact,  that  my  coin 
essays  are  joint  productions,  and  that  I  have  an  auxiliary 
at  my  elbow,  far  better  acquainted  with  the  contents  of, 
I  may  say,  all  the  collections  of  coins  in  India,  than  I 
have  leisure  to  become.  With  his  zealous  aid  in  hunting 
out  the  unpublished  varieties  of  every  class,  I  hope  to  make 
these  notices  complete  as  far  as  discovery  has  yet  pro- 
ceeded, and  to  do  fuller  justice  to  the  numerous  contri- 
butions I  continue  to  receive  from  my  numismatic  co- 
adjutors in  the  interior. 

That  the  present  class  is  totally  distinct  from  the  last, 
may  be  argued  on  many  groimds  :  those  are  discovered  in 
greatest  quantity  at  Kanauj,  Jaunpur,  Gaya,  and  even 
occasionally  in  Bengal : — ^these  are  chiefly  met  with  in 
Upper  India,  and  in  the  Panjab.  Cautley  has  sent  me 
one  dug  up  in  the  foundations  of  his  residence  near 
Saharanpur ;  Mr.  Dean  dug  up  some  at  Samehana,  near 
Dihli :   but  the  most  important  fact  in  their  history  is 
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the  extraction  of  one  of  the  lowest  members  of  the  group 
from  the  Manikyala  tope  by  Ventura-  Masson's  large 
collection  in  Afghanistan  does  not  contain  one  of  this 
type,  nor  any  of  the  first  or  Kanauj  series.  They  are, 
therefore,  purely  of  Indian  growth.  To  Upper  India, 
the  Panjab  or  Kashmir,  then,  we  must  turn  our  view  in 
seeking  the  nidus  whence  they  issued,  and  fortunately 
we  have  authentic  lists  of  the  sovereigns  of  some  of  these 
places  to  consult. 

But  first,  to  enumerate  the  coins : — 

Fig  IB.  A  gold  coin  (Stacy),  weight  120  grs.,'  deserves  to  be  men- 
tioned first,  because  the  workmanship  is  nearest  in  perfection — ^in 
imperfection  we  might  rather  say — to  the  nano  rao,  or  Ardokro  original. 
The  legs  of  the  conch,  cornucopia,  and  drapery,  are  well  defined.  The 
ruja  on  the  obverse  has  his  *  trident'  standard,  and  his  right  hand  ont- 
stretched  as  over  the  fire-altar,  but  the  altar  is  omitted.  Under  the 
right  hand  of  the  r^ja,  both  in  this  coin  and  in  figs.  16  and  20,  occur 
the  lettera  xni  p<^(^,  either  side  by  side,  as  in  16,  or  superposed,  as  in 
20.  Under  the  left  arm,  which  is  elevated  to  hold  a  spear,  is  another 
perpendicular  combination  of  two  or  three  consonants,  apparently 
^  IK  and  ^  with  the  vowel  1(  e.  The  same  monogram  (or  rather 
polygram)  continues  through  the  whole  scries.  I  foimerly  took  it 
for  a  sword-handle,  which  it  exactly  resembles  when  the  lowermost 
letter  is  hid. 

Fig.  20.  (Stacy),  the  next  best  in  execution,  has  the  letters  ifV  ^ 
Sri  Kri ....  visible  on  the  left  of  the  female. 

Fig.  19.  (Tregear:  duplicate,  Cunningham),  continues  the  wordj 
a41MI4  J^rigodhdya (?)  or  Krihhodhdya, 

Figs.  16  and  17  of  my  cabinet  have  the  letters  ^'pTS'-  •  •  •  ^ri 
FtHva ....  or  Fikha  on  the  former ;  and  IV^RI ....  Fasala ...  (or 
perhaps  Ftsala  ?)  on  the  latter. 

Numerous  other  specimens  in  gold  might  be  enume- 
rated, but  they  generally  contain  even  less  satisfactory 
fragments  of  names  than  the  above.     All  that  can  be 

'  The  weight  of  all  thc^o  coins  in  ncnrly  the  iamc,  being  in  fact  the  didrachma  of 
the  Greeks. 
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positively  asserted  is  that  the  letters  are  Sanskrit,  and — 
on  these,  at  least — of  the  same  alphabet  as  that  we  have 
designated  No.  2  of  the  Allahabad  Lat. 

The  silver  coins  of  this  second  series  are  much  more 
scarce  than  the  gold  and  copper  ones.  The  three  I 
possess — ^represented  in  figs.  1 ,  2,  and  3 — appear  also  to 
be  of  a  very  debased  standard,  and  to  belong  to  a  much 
later  period.  None  of  them  retain  more  than  the  rudest 
semblance  of  the  raja  figure,  and  still  less  of  the  goddess : 
the  latter  has  even  been  taken  for  a  dagger,  the  former 
for  a  scorpion  !  The  letters  also  are  of  a  more  modem 
formation,  not  differing  much  from  those  of  the  tenth 
century,  found  at  Sarnath  and  other  places.  Capt. 
Cunningham  first  pointed  out  to  me  the  words  ^UTTTO 
Sn  Pratdpa ....  on  figs.  1  and  2. 

[  As  proposed  at  page  232,  I  now  avail  myself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  supplementing  a  revised  catalogue  of  the  Gupta  gold 
coinage,  prefixing  in  each  case  the  references  to  the  plates  in 
the  present  voliune,  and  ioserting  notes  of  any  other  examples 
of  the  different  specimens  to  be  found  in  the  works  of  Marsden 
and  Wilson.  In  regard  to  the  plan  adopted  for  the  serial 
classification  of  types,  I  may  premise  that  the  alphabetical 
letters  determine  the  leading  characteristics  of  the  coin  devices 
peculiar  to  each  class.  Modifications  from  the  standard  exemplar 
are  defined  by  distinguishing  italics  suflBxed  to  the  indicative 
letter ;  and  mere  varieties  are  marked  by  numerals  prefixed  to 
the  hteral  denomination  of  the  mint  series  to  which  they  belong. 

Ghatotkacha. 
Class  A.     PL  xxix.  12.     '  Ariana  Antiqua,*  xviii.  14. 
Obyebse  : — Full-length  figure  of  the  king,  clothed  somewhat  after 
the  fashion  of  the  Indo- Scythians :  the  right  hand  is  extended  towards 
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a  small  Mithraio  altar,  the  left  clasps  a  standard  emblematic  of  the 
fall  moon.^  ^ 

The  marginal  inscriptions  on  these  coins  are  still  imperfectly 
determined.  The  six  coins  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
examining  contribute  the  following  letters : — 

Prof.  Wilson  suggests  the  following  reading  : — 

*  Eacba,  haying  subdued  the  earth,  secures  victory  by  excellent  deeds.' 
Legeio)  :  (under  the  left  arm) — — 


Eetebse  : — ^Female  figure  erect,  holding  a  flower  in  the  right  hand, 
and  supporting  a  cornucopia  on  the  left  arm.  The  latter  is  supposed 
to  identify  the  figure  with  the  Parvatl  of  the  apaokpo  reverse  of 
No.  9,  pi.  xxix.,  and  No.  9  of  pi.  xxii.  Monogram,  variant  of  155, 
'  Ariana  Antiqua.' 

Legend  :— irtl^Wt^^  '  The  exterminator  of  all  dgas.' 

Chandra  Gupta  I. 

Class  B.  PI.  xxx.  7.  'Ariana  Antiqua'  xviii.  1.  Freeling* 
B.M.  Eden.* 

Obtebse  : — The  king  standing  erect,  his  left  hand  rests  upon  bis 
ikhandd,  or  straight  'sword,'  while  his  right  is  advanced  in  the  act  of 
casting  incense  on  the  usual  miniature  Scythic  altar.  A  chhafa,  the 
Indian  emhlem  of  sovereignty,  overshadows  his  head.  The  attendant 
introduced  below  his  left  arm  grasps  the  staff  of  the  umbrella. 
Legeih): — ^.  HI.  TTff?^  f^rfiWWftnH  ^J^^T'T 
Proposed  modification : — 

*Vikramfeditya,  having  conquered  the  earth,  prospers.'     (H.H.W.) 

1  [*  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Bcng.*,  iv.  376.  Inscription  from  the  Temple  of  Harsha  in 
Shek&yati,  par.  xviii.  *  Bv  whom  was  placed  on  the  top  of  the  house  of  Siva,  his 
own  appropriate  emblem,  the  golden  figure  of  a  full  moon.'] 

3  [  There  is  one  letter,  which  1  have  heen  unahle  to  identify,  after  the  concluding  ^ 
of  the  ahove  transcript,  which,  as  far  as  mere  forms  go,  represents  ^  or  '^.  The 
name  of  Kacha  in  the  field  has  an  1|T  over  the  upper  consonant.] 

»  [  Mr.  G.  H.  Freeling,  of  the  Bengal  Civil  Service — one  of  our  most  devoted 
numismatists — ^has  liberal^  placed  his  entire  cabinet  at  ray  disposal  for  publication.] 

A  [  The  citations  thus  noted  refer  to  a  collection  made  some  years  ago  by  Lieut. 
Gunnuigham,  from  whose  hands  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  the  late  Lord 
Auckland.    It  is  now  in  the  British  Museum.] 
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RsTEBSB : — ^Female  figure,  similar  to  that  in  Class  A.,  with  the  ex- 
ception that  the  left  hand  holds  the  flower,  while  the  right  extends 
a  regal  flUet.     Monogram,  No.  159,  'Ariana  Antiqua.' 
Legend : — (^ft4||f^A|t  Vikkramdditya. 


2  B.  A  second  coin,  also  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Freeling, 
contributes  the  concluding  portion  of  the  obyerse  legend  in- 
serted above. 

The  reverse  device,  though  identical  in  character  with  that 
of  coin  B,  offers  a  modification  in  the  attitude  of  the  figure, 
which  is  here  exhibited  in  full  front  view,  and  draped  with  the 
transparent  garments  of  Mao  and  others  of  the  Kadphises 
group  (pi.  xxii.  10).  Otherwise,  it  is  far  more  Indian  in  its 
treatment  than  the  copy,  from  the  Graeco-Scythic  models,  to 
be  found  on  the  other  coin.  The  monogram  also  differs  from 
that  in  coin  B,  and  assimilates  to  those  found  on  the  Ghatot 
Kacha  pieces  (pi.  xxix.  12),  except  that  it  has  the  second  cross- 
bar as  in  No.  160,  '  Ariana  Antiqua.'  The  Vikratndditya  has 
but  one  ^  instead  of  the  double  letter  (s)  in  B. 

These  coins  have  been  attributed  by  Major  Gimningham  to 
Chandra  Gupta  II. ;  but,  on  typical  grounds  alone,  they  must 
clearly  be  assigned  to  the  first  prince  of  that  name  ;  and  I  fur- 
ther draw  the  distinction,  in  regard  to  the  titles,  that  the  full 
Vikramddiiya  seems  to  belong  to  the  third  monarch  of  the 
family,  while  the  Bri  Vikrama  remains  special  with  the  fifth  of 
the  race. 

Clai^  C.    PL  xxix.  15.  'Ariana  Antiqua,'  xviu.  3.  Marsden, 

No.  MLVIII. 

Obvebse  : — Device :  King  leaning  on  his  spear ;  facing  him  is  a 
female  figure. 

Leoend  : — ^Marginal  writing  imperfect.   (Under  the  arm)  mAyt 

Beysbse  : — ^Parvatf,  with  cornucopia,  seated  on  a  recumbent  lion. 
LsexirD : — Ij^qii:  '  The  five  excellences.' 
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I  assign  the  coins  classed  under  C.  to  Chioidra  Gupta  I., 
but  with  some  hesitation ;  my  chief  ground  for  the  attribution 
being  the  title  on  the  rcTerse :  there  are,  however,  some  minor 
typical  indications  that  give  strength  to  the  assignment, 
especially  the  appearance  on  Masson's  coin  of  the  standard  of 
the  full-moon  otherwise  peculiar  to  Ghatot  Eacha :  or  even  sup- 
posing the  staff,  upon  which  the  King's  left  hand  rests,  to  be  an 
ordinary  spear  or  javelin,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  these 
weapons  have  definitively  been  superseded,  in  this  position,  on  the 
coins  on  the  Chandra  Gupta  II.,  by  the  bow,  which  he  adopts 
from  his  predecessor,  Samudra  Gupta.  In  Marsden's  coin,  the 
family  name  of  Gupta  is  inscribed  in  a  line  with  the  Chandra 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  standard-shaf^,  a  practice  which 
seems  to  have  been  discontinued  after  the  introduction  of  the 
bow  into  the  coinage  deWces  by  Samudra  Gupta. 

Samudra  Gupta. 

Class  D.  PL  xxii.  figs.  16  and  17,  xxix.  fig.  14.  'Ariana 
Antiqua,'  xviii.  6  and  9. 

Obverse  : — ^The  usual  standing  figure  of  the  king :  to  the  left  of  the 
field  is  seen  the  small  altar  of  the  Scythian  prototype,  associated  now, 
for  the  first  time,  with  the  'peacock'  standard  (fashioned  like  a  Roman 
eagle).     The  king's  left  hand  rests  upon  a  javelin. 

Legends  restored  (margin)  : — 
Proposed  modification : — 

*  Overcoming  hostile  kings  in  triumphant  victorv  (orer  those)  opposing  in  a  hundred 
battles.*  (H.H.W.) 

Legekd  :  (under  the   arm) — ^ 

j: 

Beyerse  : — Tirv&ti  seated  on  a  raised  throne,  with  cornucopia  and 
regal  fillet. 

Legend: — M<|l|4|:  'The  powerful.' 


ART.  XIII.]  THE   GUPTA   DYNASTY.  381 

2  D.     British  Museum. 

Obverse  device  as  usual,  but  the  marginal  legend  is  inserted 
in  a  direct  line  parallel  to  the  javelin,  instead  of  following  the 
circle  formed  by  the  edge  of  the  piece.  The  characters  may  be 
transcribed  thus : — nnPi^^^f^nv 

3  D.     Major  Bush.' 
Obverse  : — Device  as  in  class  D. 

Legend  : — As  in  class  D.    (On  the  sides  of  the  javelin) — W  Jf 

Reverse  : — As  usual  in  class  D. 

Class  E.   PI.  xxxiii.  fig.  19.   *  Ariana  Antiqua/  xviii.  7  and  8. 

Obverse  : — The  general  outline  of  the  device  is  the  same  as  in  class 
B,  except  that  the  *  peacock'  standard  is  now  adorned  with  pennons — 
and  a  further  modification  occurs,  in  the  substitution  of  a  bow  for  the 
previously  current  javelin,  while  the  arrow  in  the  right  hand  of  the 
king  supersedes  the  Indo-Scythic  altar,  which  is  henceforth  usually 
discarded. 

The  legends  are,  ordinarily,  defective,  but  a  well  preserved 
specimen  in  the  Eden  collection,  B.M.,  supplies  the  following 
letters :  ^RT  . .  ^HRHT :  ^  ^TOfTTCf  ^WWftrf^nni. 

Reverse  : — Parvatf,  as  in  class  D. 

Legend  : — ^14(f|<tq:  'The  invincible  in  his  war-chariot.* 

This  term  is  applied  to  Samudra  in  the  Allah&b&d  Ldt 
inscription — i|nB|«m4|l|R|<,f|ia— *  whom  in  his  war-chariot  none 
in  the  world  can  rival  or  withstand.'  ('  J.A.S.B.,'  vol.  vi.,  975  ; 
stiprd,  p.  234.) 

Class  F.  PI.  xxxiii.  23,  xnx.  11.  *  Ariana  Antiqua,*  xviii.  10. 
Major  Bush,  etc. 

Obverse  : — ^Figure  of  the  king,  in  a  slightly  varied  attitude ;  the 
right  hand  rests  on  the  hip-joint,  the  left  is  placed  on  the  head  of  the 
battle-axe,  which  now  appears  for  the  first  time :  to  the  front  of  the 

^  [  To  Major  J.  T.  Bush,  of  the  Beneal  Army,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  am  indebted  for 
many  of  my  illufltratiYe  Bpecimens  of  this  ckss  of  money.] 
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monarch  is  a  standard  snimounted  by  the  device  of  a  new  moon,  below 

or  beyond  which  is  the  figure  of  a  youth.  ^ 

(The  '  Ariana  Antiqua'  coin  reycrses  the  position  of  the  two  figures.) 

Legends:   (Margin) — VHT^  VfK!^  ^l^lfMiW-    'Sovereign  of 
kings,  whose  battle-axe  is  like  Yama's.' 

(Under  the  arm)  ^ 

Revxbse  : — The  ordinary  Panrati  figure,  but  her  feet  rest  on  either 
'seeming  flame/  according  to  the  '  Ariana  Antiqua'  coin,  or  more  usually 
on  'the  leaves  of  the  lotus/  in  the  Prinsep  specimens. 

Legevd  : — WfT^  ^IT^  '  ^®  battle-axe  of  Tama.' 

2F.     B.M.Eden. 
Obvebse  : — Type  as  usual. 
L£0E2n)s:  (left  margin) — . 
(right    „     )— . 
(Under  the  arm) — Jg, 
Reverse  : — ^As  usual. 

Class  G.  PI.  xxiii.  fig.  26. 

Obvrbse  : — The  king  is  seated  on  a  species  of  couch,  or  chair, 
and  is  engaged  in  playing  on  the  vind,  or  Indian  '  lyre.' ' 

Legends:  (Margin)— HfKl^fM^I^  ^^T^Hf  ^*     ^   *^® 

footstool  are  the  letters  f|f. 

Reverse  : — P4rvatf,  with  cornucopia  and  regal  fillet,  seated  on  an 
Indian  morhd, 

LsoEin) : — HM^'  ^9^   (A  coin  in  the  Eden  collection  expresses 
the  name  ^M^). 

Class  H.     Eden  collection.   Unique. 

Obverse: — The  king,  to  the  left,  encountering  a  lion,  against  whom 
he  is  in  the  act  of  discharging  his  arrow. 

Legend  :  (Margin,  right) — 4|VIM<lll(n)  •  • '  The  tiger  hero.' 
Bbveese  : — P4rvati  standing  on  a  fish,  or  some  marine  monster;  on 
her  right,  a  '  crescent '  standard  (as  on  the  obverse  of  F.);  on  her  left, 
a  flower. 

Legend  :— T1^  ^HJiT  ^' 

1  [*  Of  him  (Samudra  Gn|>ta),  when  the  accepted  son  was  pronoonced  to  be  the  aoii 
of  Devi,  daughter  of  Mah&daitya— '  Bhit4ri  L&t  Inscription,  p.  243.] 

3  [  Samndra's  'accomplishments  in  singing  and  playing  '  are  adverted  to  in  the 
24ih  verse  of  the  AUah&b&d  Inscription,  ] 
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Class  I.  PI.  xxiii.  31, 32.  *ArianaAiitiqua/xxiii.2.  Freeling. 
Obyeese  : — A  richly  bedecked  horse  standing  before  an  altar. 

Legend  :— ir^HfVfV:  ^|^fM<l^  ^f^rft  f'fRW  ^  5  below  the 
horse,  ?it. 

Eeyebse  : — Female  holding  a  ehaur{\  the  figure  is  draped  in  the 
light  garments  of  the  Chandra  Gupta  I.  style. 

Leoens  : — '^n^V  t|<IVi4|;  '  The  hero  of  the  Aswamedha.' ' 

1  have  but  little  hesitation  in  attributing  this  coin  defini- 
tively to  Samudra  Gupta.  The  'Parakrama '  title  on  the  reverse 
would,  in  itself,  go  far  to  justify  such  an  assignment,  but  the 
obverse  title  of  Prithivi  Vijayatya  distinctly  associates  the 
identity  of  the  monarch  with  Samudra,  who  has  applied  to 
him  a  similar  style  of  eulogy  in  the  Allah&b&l  Pillar  In- 
scription, where  we  read,  ^  ^T^  ^pTW  ^rt^f^T^  ft^Wfinf^ 
etc. » 

Chandba  Gupta  II. 

Class  E.     PI.  xxiii.  18,  xxix.  13,  xxx.  9.  '  Ariana  Antiqua,' 
xviii.  4.     Marsden,  No.  ml. 
Obvesse  : — ^Figure  as  above,  E. 

Legends,  imperfect.    The  following  is  a  restored  reading  obtained 
from  Col.  Stacy's  coins.  (Margin)  ^  ^  4if  4^|^|f%|<|^  ^  ^^  ipi- 
*HiB  Majesty,  the  auspicious  soyereign  of  great  kings,  Chandra  Gupta.* 

(Under  the  arm)  3 

Revebse  : — P&rvatf  seated  on  an  elevated  throne  with  cornucopia 
and  regal  fillet  (in  No.  18).  The  cornucopia  is  replaced  by  a  flower  in 
the  later  specimens  (No.  13),  and  the  throne  is  superseded  by  the 
'lotus'  seat  (No.  9.) 

Legend  : — ^ift  'ft'if  •     *  The  illustrious  hero.' 

2  E.     No  ML VII.     Marsden. 

The  obverse  device  presents  a  modification  in  the  arrange- 

^  [  Wilson  observes  in  regard  to  this  type  of  coin : — *  That  the  steed  represents  one 
dedicated  to  the  Aswamedha,  or  solemn  sacrifice  of  a  horse,  performed  only  by  para- 
mount sovereigns,  cannot  he  douhted,  from  the  inscription  'Aswamedha-parakrama,' 
<he  who  has  the  power  of  the  Aswamedha  rites'  ('^ana  Antiqua'  421.)  See  also 
Tod,  i.,  «3,  76,  688,  etc.] 

a  [*  J.A.S.B.'  Ti.  978,  ante,  p.  286.] 
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ment  of  the  bow,  which  is  turned  inwards  and  touches  the  side 
of  the  figure,  while  the  '^T^  is  inscribed  in  the  field  outside  of 
the  bow-string.     Legend,  to  the  left,  ^  ^^  ^. 

Class  E  a.     B.M. 

Obtebbe  : — Figure  seated  somewhat  as  in  class  G,  but  the  rtnd 
is  wanting,  and  the  left-hand  rests  on  the  conch,  while  the  right  is 
upraised. 

Legeio):  (Margin)—^  ^  <l^lfM<1^  ^  ^^  ^^RT- 
Ebtebse  : — Parvati,  as  in  Class  D. 
Legend:  ^f^W^* 

Class  J.     PL  xxx.  6. 

Obveuse  : — King,  on  horseback,  proceeding  to  the  right,  with  lance 
at  the  charge. 

Legend  \—VJJ{  YHT  •  •  -  ^  ^  ^^  ^'} 
Keyerse  : — Farvatf,  to  the  left,  seated  on  an  Indian  morhd^  with 
fillet  and  flower. 

Legend  : — ^^ifWTTl^inf  *  The  unconquered  hero.' 

KuMARA  Gupta. 
Class  D  a.     B.M. 

Obyerse  : — Device  similar  to  that  in  class  D,  with  the  exception 
that  the  king  has  the  khandd  as  in  class  B,  in  lieu  of  the  javelin. 
Legend:  (Margin)— ifiPT  t^  f^T^  ^ffTTT-^. 
(Outside  the  arm) — ^ 
Keveese  : — Parvatf,  as  in  the  modified  form  of  F  (xxx.  9). 
Legend  :  — ^  ^JnT  ^• 

Class  E  6.     Freeling.^ 
Obvebsb  : — Device  as  is  usual  in  class  E. 
Legend  :  (Margin)— 4{f|<|^rM<|a|  .  .  . 

% 

(Below  the  arm)  »f 

T 

^  r^rCT  *H*ISni  appears  as  one  of  the  prefixes  to  Chandra  Gupta  II /s  name  in 
the  Bhitkri  L&t  inscription  :  *  J.A.S.B.*  vi.  4,  ante,  p.  240.] 

3  [  The  first  and  third  letters  conjecturally  transcrihed  in  the  above  legend  are  not 
to  be  absolutely  relied  on !  ] 

'  [  This  coin,  though  a  cast,  and  in  bo  far  a  forgery — ^appears  to  have  been  repro- 
ducea  from  a  genuine  originaL  ] 
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Eeyerse: — Paryatf,  seated  cross-legged  oa  a  lotos:  the  right 
hand  holds  a  fillet,  or  at  times,  a  flo\^er :  the  left  rests  either  apoa  the 
knee  or  on  the  side  of  the  figure. 

LsGEin) : — ^^  ^V^^  ^^^  Mahendra. 

6  E  6.     PL  xxix.  20.     *  Ariana  Antiqua/  xviiL  12. 
Obverse: — Device,  as  usual. 

Legend  : —  .  .  ^TOfif  ^t^ (under  the  arm)— jj. 

6  E  6.     Freeling. 

Obverse  : — Device,  as  in  No.  3  E  ^. 

Legend  :— .  .  .  ^  ftt^m^BrfiRTrPnifir- 
The  full  legend  on  the  silver  coins  gives : — 

Dwip)  jayati  vyiidvanir  avanipaiHh)  Kumdra  Chipio 
*Hi8  Majesty  Kam&ra  Gupta,  who  has  sabdaed  the  earth,  rules.' 

7  E  6.     CoL  Stacy. 

Obvebse  : — ^Device,  as  usual.  The  name  of  ^TIT  ^[R  occupies  the 
left  margin.     There  is  no  name  or  initial  under  the  arm. 

E  c.  PL  xxix.  16.  'Ariana  Antiqua,'  xviii.  11.  The  name 
of  the  king  is  given,  in  this  coin,  as  above,  but  it  offers  the 
peculiarity  of  being  placed  in  a  line  with  the  bow-string  outside 
the  arm  of  the  figure,  as  in  2  E  of  Chandra  6uj)ta  II. 

Class  K*    Type,  similar  to  pi.  xxx.  1. 
(Unpublished  coin  of  CoL  Stacy's  cabinet.)  * 
Obvebse  : — King,  facing  to  the  right,  armed  with  a  bow,  shooting  a 
lion. 

Legend  :— raff^«4|^K  [^nTPrfttv]  Wf  'it^,  '  Kumara 
Gupta,  of  might  like  a  lion's,  most  prosperous.' 

Kevebse  : — Pdrvatf,  seated  on  a  lion ;  her  right  hand  extends  the 
fillet ;  the  left,  which  rests  upon  her  knee,  holds  a  flower. 
Legend  : — ^K|  ^V^^  Sxnha  Mahendra. 

1  [  This  coin  is  ahw  a  cast  from  a  genuine  original.] 

25 
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K  a.    PL  XXX.  8. 

ObTBRSB:    LfiGEKB — .  .  ^^V^^WV  .  .  ^  .  .  . 
Keveube:  Legend — ^V^^^Kf 

Class  L.    PL  xxiii.  25. 

Obtesse  : — ^The  king,  facing  to  the  left,  armed  with  bow  and  arrow, 
attacking  a  lion. 

Leoem)  :— iffTTIWrfV^TW  ^  •  •  . 
Reyebse  : — Panratf,  with  fillet  and  flower,  seated  on  a  lion. 

Legend  : — ^ifV  fthf  f^niT  Sri  Sinha  Vihramah. 

Class  K  b.    PL  xxx.  1,  2. 

Obyebse,  as  above,  class  K. 

Legend  : — ? 
Retxbse,  as  aboYO,  class  E. 

Legend  :— t^  ftWT: 

Class  H  a.    PL  xxiii.  28. 

Obyebse  : — ^Erect  figure  of  the  king,  discharging  his  arrow  at  a  lion. 

Legend  :  (Under  the  arm) — s. 
Beyebse  : — ^Female  figure  standing,  with  flower  in  the  left  hand ; 
the  right  is  extended  towards  a  peacock. 

Legend  : — ^HK^H  •  •  •  ^^n^ra  Gupta  .... 

Skanda  Gupta. 
Class  E  b.   PL  xxiii.  22  ;  xxix.  17 ;  xxx.  10  (?)   Marsden  ml  v. 
Obyebse,  as  in  class  E  a. 

Legends  : — ^Imperfect.   (Under  the  arm) — 9 
Reyebse  : — Pdrratf,  seated,  cross-legged,  on  lotus  flowers. 
Legends:  (on  22  and  17)— llllf^W:  Kramddityak. 

(on  10  and  18)—^  ^IHf  ^:  Sri  Skanda  Gupta. 

CiJkss  M.     PL  xxiii.  24. 

Obyebse  : — King,  to  the  left  of  the  field,  holding  a  bow :  the  '  pea> 
cock'  standard  occupies  the  centre,  and  a  female  figure  fills  up  the 
space  on  the  right. 

Legend  : — Illegible. 
Reyebse  : — ^Parvatf,  on  lotus  leaYes,  with  flower  and  fillet. 
Legend  :— ^  ^iH^  ^  j8^^  Slania  Gupta, 
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Mahendra  Gupta  (P) 

Class  J  a,     PI.  zxiii.  30.     Marsden,  mlix. 
Obvebse  : — ^Horsenien  as  in  class  J,  but  without  the  lance. 

Legend  :—  .  .  ?T  'it^  ^• 
Eeyerse  : — ^Female  seated  on  a  nwicM,  feeding  a  peacock. 

Legend  : — ^^VflfTT  ^R%V  ^^^^  Mahendra. 

Variants.     PI.  xacx.  figs.  3,  4,  5.    *  Ariana  Antiqua/  xviii. 
16,  17. 

Class  J  b.     Unpublished.     Freeling. 

Obverse  : — Device,  as  is  usual  in  this  class,  with  the  exception  that 
the  horseman  is  proceeding  to  the  left  instead  of  to  the  right. 

Legends  : — ^Undeciphered. 
Eeverse  : — Parvatf,  with  peacock. 

Legend  :— ^^rflHT  'i^^  •  — E.  T.] 


(PLATE  XXXI.) 

On  fig  3,  on  a  former  occasion  I  had  already  read  ^V  ^PT  ....  Srt 
yog  .  .  .  but,  as  there  are  traces  of  a  cross-line  to  the  loop  of  the  third 
letter,  I  am  inclined  to  adopt  rather  the  reading  IPT  *  *  *  *  V^^  -  *  •  * 
'  glory',  forming,  in  composition,  many  Indian  names,  as  Yasa  Yigraha, 
Yaso  Yarma,  Yaso  Pala,  Yaswant,  etc. 

The  two  earliest  specimens  of  the  copper  series,  figs. 
4  and  5,  are  from  Stacy's  and  Cimningham's  cabinets 
respectively.  The  first  has  several  letters  in  the  old 
character :  under  the  left  arm,  perpendicularly,  ^rav  .  . 
sayadha ;  and,  on  the  exterior,  m  •  .  maka. 

Fig.  5  is,  in  reality,  a  forgery  of  a  gold  coin :  the  remains  of  the 
ancient  gilding  are  still  perceptible  ia  the  angles.  The  monogram  is 
flie  same  as  in  ^^.  18  of  the  last  plate. 

Figs  8  and  9  are  selected  fi*om  Stacy's  box  as  examples  of  the  name 
of  ^  inrR  ^^  Fratdpa  in  the  two  forms  of  alphabet.  Probably  they 
belong  to  different  individuals  of  the  same  family  name. 

Fig.  8  is  a  valuable  unique  in  Dr.  Swiney's  drawers,  with  a  multi- 
tude of  letters  that  have  usurped  the  natural  position  of  arms,  ooimu- 
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copia,  throne,  and  all  such  appurtenances!  On  the  obTerae  are  the 
letters  W^jaya :  on  the  opposite  face,  ^f^i|^  8ri  Vinada  or  fif^ 
Viraiva,  .  and,  to  the  right,  TV^?)^^  mand&d.  .  .  . 

Fig.  9.     The  word  Srf  is  still  perceptible. 

Fig.  10  is  introduced  (&om  my  collection)  merely  to  shewthe  complete 
barbarism  that  finally  prevailed.  Such  rude  pieces  are  to  be  had  in 
plenty,  for  one  that  contains  a  trace  of  writing.  '  Pratapa'  is  the  com- 
monest name  on  those  that  are  by  any  means  legible. 


THIRD  SERIES  OF  IMITATIONS. 

The  next  five  coins  of  my  plate  represent  a  veiy 
numerous  class  of  E[ind6  coins,  grotesque  but  yeiy  bold 
in  execution,  and  attempting  refinement  in  the  position 
of  the  right  hand  of  the  raja,  and  in  the  sitting  posture 
of  the  reverse.  Having  pointed  out  the  prototype— of  the 
European  coat,  pantaloons,  gaiter  and  wig— on  one  series, 
I  must  not  pass  unheedingly  the  epaulette  so  faithfully  and 
curiously  portrayed  on  the  obverses  of  this  series !  I 
am  induced  to  consider  them  a  third  instance  of  imitation 
of  the  ^Ardokro'  type,  from  their  general  aspect  and  atti- 
tudes:— ^moreover,  the  cornucopia  is  traceable  in  the 
earlier  pieces,  as  figs.  13  (Stacy)  and  14  (J.P.)  As 
they  deteriorate,  the  limbs  are  lopped  o£^  as  usual,  to 
make  way  for  Nagarl  characters !  This  is  well  exem- 
plified in  fig.  11  (Cunningham)  and  12  (Stacy).  Fig. 
17  (Swiney)  may  be  regarded  as  the  ultimate  degradation 
of  the  type. 

Of  legends,  we  have,  in  fig.  15,  on  the  margin  • .  ^.  . 
ffo.  .  On  fig  16,  reverse,  the  letter  mj\  On  fig.  11,  on 
either  arm  of  the  sitting  figure,  irft  f^  /SW  di  (?)  and  on 
fig.  12,  several  uncertain  letters  scattered  about,  n  Vir^« 
In  the  last  of  the  set,  the  letter  n  stands  alone. 
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It  would  be  vain  to  attempt  any  explanation  of 
such  vague  symbols.  Of  this  series  of  coins,  M.  Court's 
drawings  contained  many  good  samples.  They  are  plenti- 
ful in  the  Fanjab,  less  so  in  Upper  India,  and  com- 
paratively rare  in  Afghanistan.  Masson  has  only  given 
one,  and  that  very  degraded. 

[Lieut.  A.  Cumunghamy  whose  name  is  so  frequently  cited 
in  laudatory  and  thankful  acknowledgment  by  PrinBcp^  has 
since  achieved  a  sp^ciaUtS  in  this  department  of  numismatics, 
by  his  comprehensive  article  attributing  the  third  series  of 
imitations  from  the  apaokpo  type  to  their  legitimate  domain, 
the  kingdom  of  the  E&jas  of  Kashmir.^  I  insert  an  abstract  of 
the  decipherments  published  in  that  paper,  leaving  the  modi- 
fications in  the  chronology  of  Kashmir,  proposed  by  the  author, 
for  notice  in  their  proper  place  in  the  *  TJseftd  Tables/ 

List  op  Coins  Published  by  Lieut.  Cunningham. 

1.  ToRABiANA (common)  Obv,  Sri  Toramd(nu) 

Rev.  Jaya,  [pl.xxxi.13,14.] 

2.  Sankara  Yermma  (very  rare)  Obv.  8ai%ka(ra) 

Rev.   Vermnia, 

3.  GoPALA (very  rare)  Obv.  Oopdla 

Rev.   Vermma, 

4.  SuGANDHA (very  rare)  Obv.  Sri  Sugaiulhd 

Rev.  Devd. 
6.  Chakra  Vermma  ..  (miiquc)  Obv.  Cha(kra) 

Rev.   Vermma. 

6.  Yasaskara (unique)  Obv.   Yaskara 

Rev.  Devd. 

7.  EsHEMA  Gupta (rare)  Obv.  ...  di Kahema 

Rev.  Chtjita  Deva. 

>  [<  Numismatic  Chronicle,'  vol.  vi.  p.  1,  (1843)] 
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8.  Abhiicana  Oufta..    (unique)  Obv.  Abkima(na) 

Rev.  Gupta. 

9.  Nandi  Gupta (very  rare)  Obv.  Nandi  6u 

Rev.  pla. 

10.  DiDDA  Rani   (very  oommon)  Obv.  Sri  diddd 

Rev.  Devd.  [pi,  xxxi.  11.] 

11.  Sangbama...   (very  oommon)  Obv.  Sangrdma  Ra- 

Rev.  ja  Deva.  [pi.  xxxi.  12.] 

12.  Ananta (rare)  Obv.  Ananta  Ba- 

Rev.  ja  Deva. 

13.  Kalasa (common)  Obv.  Kalusa  Ra- 

Rev.  ja  Beta, 
This  coin  was  called  P&dkka  during  this  reign.    A.C. 

14.  Harsha (very  common)  Obv.  Harsha  Raja 

Rev.  Deva. 

15.  SussALA (very  rare)  Obv.  Sri  Su^sa{la) 

Rev.  Deva. 

16.  Java  Sinha (rare)  Obv.  Sri  Jaya  Sinha 

Rev.  Deva.  [^Sinha 

Variant  (very  rare)  Obv.  Sri  Mesuta  (?)  Jaya 
Rev.  Deva. 

17.  Jaoa  Deva (very  rare)  Obv.  Jaga  [pi.  xxxi.  15.] 

muhammadans. 

1.  Zain  al  'A'bidin,  a.h.  841,  a.d.  1437. 

Obv.  ^^*xjW^  ^^j  jjic^l  ^ILLJ^ 

Rev.  <uUjUj  •  {ji^j^^  '^'^^  ^Uwj^f^  iS  jt^>*^  *^j^ 

2.  Haidar  Shah. 

3.  Hasan  Shah,  dated  a.h.  874. 

4.  Muhammad  Shah. 

5.  Fatbh  Shah. 

I  myself  have  had  but  few  opportunities  of  improving  the 
list  of  published  illustrations  of  the  coinage  of  Kashmir,  but  I 
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may  mention  the  acquisition,  some  years  ago,  of  a  novelty,  in 
a  piece  bearing  the  name  of  Bhima  Gupta.  Mr.  E.  C.  Bayley, 
whose  cabinet  is  peculiarly  rich  in  this  series,  has  favoured  me 
with  the  following  note  on  *  The  new  names  recently  discovered 
on  the  coins  of  Kashmir: ' — 

'  In  the  British  Museum  is  a  coin  of  Avanti  Deva,  who  is 
placed  by  Major  Gimningham  in  1159  a.d. 

'  In  my  cabinet  are  several  coins  yet  undescribed :  of  these 
one  bears  the  name  of  Harya,  a  reading  confirmed  by  a  similar 
but  less  perfect  coin  in  the  cabinet  of  Sir  H.  M.  Elliot.  It  is 
of  an  execution  more  nearly  approaching  to  the  Indo-Scythic 
coins  than  any  yet  discovered,  and  may,  perhaps,  therefore 
belong  to  Arya  R&ja,  whose  date,  by  Major  Cunningham's 
calculation,  ranges  from  360  to  383  a.d. 

'Another  coin,  reading  Sri  ZT". . ,  can,  from  its  execution,  be 
only  assigned  to  TJnmatti  Yarmma,  who,  in  Major  Gimning- 
ham's  table,  is  placed  between  936  and  938  a.d. 

*  A  third  reads,  apparently,  Galhana,  but  is  possibly  Salhana, 
who  is,  perhaps,  the  Salha  or  Sahla  of  the  lists,  and  whose  date 

is  1110-11  A.D. 

'  Besides  these,  there  is  a  coin  of  similar  type  and  execution  to 
the  last,  and  of  about  the  same  period,  which  reads,  clearly,  Pratdpa, 
No  such  name  appears,  however,  so  low  down  in  the  Kashmir 
lists,  and  it  must  belong,  therefore,  to  some  petty  usurper ;  or 
is,  perhaps,  an  indication  that  the  type  of  the  Kashmir  coinage 
was  adopted  also  by  some  of  the  small  neighbouring  kingdoms. 

'  In  addition,  moreover,  to  the  coins  of  the  Muhammadan 
kings  of  Kashmir  enimierated  by  Major  Cunningham,  my  cabinet 
contains  specimens  of  Sikander  Butshik&n,  Bahr&m  (an  usurper 
during  the  time  of  Hasan  Sh&h),  N&zuk  Shdh,  Ibr&him,  Ismail, 
and  Yusuf  Shah  Chukk,' 

To  dispose  of  an  interesting  series  of  coins  of  proximate 
locality,  though  of  more  modem  epoch,  I  fuilher  avail  myself  of 
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Mr.  Bayley's  aid,  and  isBert  an  original  memorandum  of  his  on 
the  Coinage  of  the  Eongs  of  Kangra : — 

AmongBt  the  ooini  moft  abundant  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  XTpper  Jalandhar 
Do&b,  may  be  cited  a  aeriea  in  copper  and  billon,  which  is  CTidently  descended  fnna 
the  *  boll  and  horseman '  type. 

The  earlier  ezamplei  are,  in  Hut,  merely  ooarMly-executed  imitationa  of  thia 
original,  and  bear,  in  appropriate  identity,  the  common  lapeiaciiption  of  *  Sii  Samaata 
DeTa,'» 

Later  and  more  degraded  ezamplea  bear  alao,  in  Tarions  poaitiona,  other  proper 
namea,  and  at  laat  one  aide  is  excluaiTely  occupied  by  the  legend.   - 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  Aaiatic  Society  of  Calcutta  for  February  and  April,  1 853 
(Nos.  2  and  8  *J.  A.  8.  B.'  for  1858,  toI.  iiii)  will  bo  found  two  notices  of  mine, 
identifying  thia  series  as  the  coinage  of  the  Hind6  rkjas  of  Nagarkot,  or  Kangra,  the 
Trigartta  of  the  ancient  Hind6s. 

These  kings  were  R&jputs  of  the  Kutoch  tribe ;  and  the  last  soTereign  of  any  note 
among  them  was  the  Sansar  Chand,  of  whom  honorable  mention  is  made  by  the 
traTeller  Moorcroft. 

I  then  reported  that  I  had  been  able,  by  the  aid  of  the  local  BanaiTaUa,  or  '  genen- 
logiea,'  to  decypher  soTen  of  the  names  which  occur  on  the  coins,  Tii. : — R&p  Chand, 
Prithi  Chand,  Hari  Chand,  Sring&r  Chand,  Trilok  Chand,  M^h  Chand,  ApOrTra 
Chand. 

In  the  latter  number  of  the  *  Jour.  Ab.  Soc.  Beng.,'  there  was  likewiM  printed  a 
communication  from  Major  Alexander  Cunningham,'  from  which  it  appeared  that  he 
had  previously  been  working  in  the  same  track,  and  that  his  identifications  had,  some 
years  before,  been  forwarded  to  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Calcutta, 
though  their  publication  had,  for  Tarious  reasons,  been  deferred. 

Major  Cunningham  further  stated  that  he  was  able  to  extend  the  list  of  namea 
occurring  on  the  coins,  to  fourteen ;  and  it  is  understood  that  he  ii  in  a  poaition  to 
illustrate  much  of  the  ancient  history  of  the  dynasty,  by  inscriptions  (of  which  there 
are  seyeral  in  the  Kangra  ralley,)  and  by  notices  extracted  from  yarious  Sanskrit  and 
Mahomedan  authors. 

His  memoir  will  doubtless  be  of  much  Talue ; — the  chief  interest,  howerer,  which 
these  discoTcries  possess,  is  the  general  fact  they  establish  that,  in  the  isolated  locality 
of  Kangra,  the  old  conventional  type  of  Hind(k  coinage  maintained  its  ground  long 
after  it  had  fallen  into  dirase  on  the  plains  of  India. 

There,  even  as  modified  by  the  Mahomedan  emperors,  it  probably  did  not  suniye 
beyond  the  reign  of  Na^ir-ud-din  Mahm6d,  which  closed  in  1266,  a.d. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  kings  of  Kangra  impressed  their  name  on  coinage  of  this 
type  as  early,  at  least,  as  the  reign  of  the  Sult&n  Firoz  Tughlak  of  Dihll,  which 
monarch  reigned  from  1351  to  1888,  a.d.  Some  of  the  anonymous  coins  are  pro- 
bably of  a  considerably  earUer  date. 

Again,  on  the  coins  of  Trilok  Chand  may  still  be  traced  the  rude  outline  of  the 
horseman's  figure. 

Now,  Trilok  Chand  ii  stated  by  the  local  chroniclers  to  have  revolted  against 
Aurangz^b,  and  to  have  paid  the  penalty  of  his  revolt  by  defeat  and  death.    Thia 

»  [  (y.  *  Ariana  Antiqua,'  pi.  xii.,  figs.  17,  22,  SO,— E.C.B.] 
3  [Vol.  xxu.  pp.  310-681.] 
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probably  oocuned  early  in  Aurangz^Vs  reign,  iay  about  1660  a.d.,  for  there  ia 
abundant  evidence  to  show  that  daring  the  latter  part  of  his  reign,  his  power  waa 
supreme  in  the  Kangra  hills. 

This  extreme  date,  howoTer,  is  yery  possibly  somewhat  lower  than  that  to  which 
the  eontmuous  use  of  the  deriyatiTes  from  the  *  bull  and  horseman '  type  can  be  traced. 

Trilok  Chand's  coinage  was  most  probably  a  mere  reyiyal,  in  assertion  of  his 
attempted  independence;  at  least,  it  would  appear,  from  the  account  given  by 
Ferishta,  that  Akbar  estabUshed  his  authority  completely  throughout  the  Eangra 
Hills,  almost  immediately  after  his  accession.  Indeed,  the  then  R&ja  of  Kangra 
(Dharm  Chand)  fell  at  tiie  battle  of  P&nipat,  which  gave  to  Akbar  the  empire  of 
Hind(ist&n,  and  it  was  not  improbably  his  adhesion  to  the  cause  of  the  Afgh6n 
dynasty,  which  induced  Akbar  to  carry  his  arms  into  the  mountains. 

Kei^er  is  it  probable  that,  having  rendered  himself  paramount  in  this  ancient 
kingdom,  and  in  the  flush  of  his  recent  success,  that  Akbar  would  have  left  to  the 
R&ja  the  coveted  privilege  of  coining ;  and  his  immediate  successors  were  not  likely 
to  have  relaxed  their  authority. 

Probably,  therefore,  the  consecutive  use  of  the  old  type  ended  about  a.d.  1556 ; 
but  even  this  date  brings  us  to  a  period  of  nearly  three  centuries  subsequent  to  the 
time  when  it  had  become  obsolete  on  the  plains  of  Hindiistlm.  ] 


FOUETH  SERIES. 

These  shadows  of  the  Eanerkan  king  are  like  Dun- 
can's issue : — *  A  fourth  ? — start  eyes  !  what,  will  the 
line  stretch  out  to  the  crack  of  doom  ?  another  yet  ? ' 
Such  is,  however,  the  singular  fact ;  whether  they 
^reigned  in  this  kingdom'  consecutively,  or  in  sub- 
divided portions  of  it,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
common  source  whence  this  numerous  progeny  have 
borrowed  their  family  features.  Amid  the  hundreds  of 
each  kind,  now  open  to  our  examination  and  selection, 
the  progress  of  deviation  can  readily  be  followed :  and 
it  is  not  a  little  curious  to  see  the  different  results  of 
corruption  arrived  at  by  different  engravers  or  moneyers, 
in  the  course,  perhaps,  of  a  few  generations.  In  one 
case,  we  come  to  a  kind  of  dagger ;  in  another,  to  a  few 
dots  and  strokes ;  and,  in  the  present  instance,  to  a  kind 
of  heart,  formed  of  the  knees  and  petticoat  of  the  seated 
female!     The  best  of  the  three  coins  depicted  in  the 
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engraving  are  from  Mohan  LaPs  collection ;  the  worst 
from  Cautley's  disinterred  Behat  relics,  where  a  large 
proportion  of  these  ^  heart'  coins  was  found  in  associa- 
tion with  the  supposed  Buddhist  coins  described  in  Art. 
X.  I  can  find  but  one  approach  to  a  letter  on  any  of 
them,  viz.,  the  ft  to  the  left  of  the  well-formed  *  raja '  in 
fig.  16.  It  is  hardly  sufficient  to  confirm  their  Indian 
origin :  and  it  must  be  noted  that  this  species  is  found 
in  abundance  farther  to  the  north-west  than  any  of  the 
others. 

Thus,  Masson  says  of  them :  *  This  series  is  very  ex- 
tensively found  in  Western  Afghanistan.  The  obverse 
has  a  rude  figure  of  the  prince,  clad  in  mail,-  with  the 
accompaniment  of  the  fire-altar,'  (not  visible  in  ours,  but 
clearly  so  in  Masson's  drawings)  ^  and,  on  the  reverse,  a 
figure  seated  on  a  throne  with  her  foot  on  a  footstool. 
On  no  one  coin  of  the  class  have  I  been  able  to  detect 
the  legend,  although  they  appear  in  some  instances  to 
have  had  characters  intended  for  such.  Figs.  61  to  63^' 
(those  that  shew  the  chair,  the  cornucopia  and  noose) 
*  are  generally  found  at  Beghram :  figs.  64  to  65,'  (those 
having  only  the  outline  of  a  heart)  ^  are  the  types  preva- 
lent on  the  banks  of  the  Indus  and  in  the  Panjab,' — 
and,  as  we  have  stated  above,  near  Sahdranpur  in  India 
proper.  This  series  has,  undoubtedly,  a  better  claim  to 
be  considered  the  genuine  descendant  of  the  ^  Ardokro ' 
coin  in  situ  than  any  of  the  three  preceding  series. 

To  sum  up  my  review  of  these  coins,  I  cannot  help 
remarking  how  great  an  analogy  exists  between  the 
circimistance  of  these  several  adoptions,  by  subordinate 
imitators,  of  a  prominent  form  of  coinage  that  had  pre- 
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vailed  for  centuries  under  a  paramount  rule ;  and  the 
nearly  parallel  case  of  the  Shah  'Alam  coinage  of  the 
last  century,  the  very  words  and  form  of  which  were 
copied  by  the  numerous  rajas  and  nuwabs  who  assumed 
the  privilege  of  coinage  upon  the  dismemberment  of  the 
Dihli  monarchy.  In  many  places,  a  few  years  only 
have  sufficed  so  to  disfigure  the  Persian  letters  as  to  ren- 
der them  quite  illegible  and  barbarous. 

PALA  OR  DEVA  DYuS^ASTY  OF  KANAUJ. 

By  way  of  filling  the  plate,  I  have  engraved  at  foot 
two  new  specimens  of  this  dynasty,  brought  to  light 
since  the  publication  of  pi.  xxvi. 

Fig.  19  is  taken  from  a  cast  of  a  gold  coin  in  Col.  T.  P.  Smith's 
possession.  Some  of  the  letters  are  new  in  form,  but  they  may  possibly 
be  read  Tf\  7f^  f^TlT^  Mm^4  Sn'  mad  Vigrahapdla  deva. 

Fig.  20  is  an  unique  copper  coin  of  Cunningham's.  On  the  ob- 
verse, the  four-handed  god  is  crushing  a  demon,  instead  of  being 
seated  in  the  usual  serene  attitude.  The  legend  on  the  other  side  may 
be  read,  ^f^  4|rM^I241  ^^  ^^^  ^^^t  Prithok  deva,  a  name  occurring  in  the 
Dihl{  list  as  having  reigned  at  Ldhor  a..d.  1176-1192  :  but  not  to  be 
found  among  the  many  names  which  inscriptions  have  given  us  of  the 
Bhupala  family  of  Kanauj  and  Benares.  [At  the  time  my  note  on 
these  coins  (page  292)  was  set  up,  I  was  unaware  that  Prinsep  had 
already  published  in  this  article  a  decypherment  of  the  coins  of  Prithvf 
Deva.] 

Masson  has  figured  a  third  new  name  of  the  same 
group,  which  I  have  inadvertently  neglected  to  intro- 
duce in  this  plate,  as  I  had  intended.  The  letters  that 
are  visible  are  ^?r. . .  *n<*liii. .  ^^Sr^ma  . .  .miramards 
. . .  deva.  The  first  and  last  letters  are  half  cut  oflF,  and 
the  vowel  may  be  an  a,  so  that  the  reading  may  possibly 
be  Sn  mfat  Kujmdra  mahfa  RdjaJ  deva,     Masson  says 
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that  ^  at  Kabul,  ooins  of  this  peculiar  type  are  met  with 
occasionally  in  the  bazar,  generally  of  gold.  A  large 
parcel  was  dug  out  of  the  soil,  three  or  four  years  ago, 
near  Korinder,  a  village  of  Koh-daman.'  He  places  them 
as  the  last  of  the  Indo-Scythic  series,  not  having,  at  the 
time  of  writing,  seen  what  had  been  made  of  them  here. 
If  the  sitting  female  be  indeed  a  far  descendant  from 
the  Mithraic  goddess,  the  long  interval  of  six  or  eight 
centuries  will  fully  account  for  the  magnitude  of  her 
transformation. 

It  is  a  great  pity  that  the  hoard  discovered  at 
Eorinder  was  not  secured  at  once.  It  might  have  con- 
tributed very  materially  to  our  classification  of  this 
second  Eanauj  dynasty.  A  great  many  specimens 
of  the  same  sort  must  also  be  scattered  about  in  the 
cabinets  of  retired  Indians  at  home ;  and  we  may  hope, 
now  that  Prof.  Wilson  has  commenced  upon  the  task  of 
examining  the  coins  in  the  Eoyal  Asiatic  Society  and 
India  House  collections,  that  specimens  will  flow  in  to 
him  from  all  quarters  to  be  deciphered  and  described. 


r(j[ui/ 


iMHf^A^^ 


Bfyrfnan  C^in^s. 


■S»-j1^-d.^ 


iiftf^% 


'^tr .  ^  PrtJt^' 


w.mk>tj,iik'' 


PuMLfktd  by  SUphm,  AiieUn..  BtrtfonL 


,  :p< 


M-  *\iH- 


/'I'.v 


If 


■    .1     I ;    *  >    Vif^UTt  fjOV    IS   *   . 

• :  •  •     •  liUR,  wiih  tf'j*  <  -.ration 

•    read  T"I\a9;  ti>*'  i:  .*ial 

.  ,    \'  h  :lii8  ana  Ainynt««  •  '»irj . 

.»  rath  c  \  I  than  t,  of  wLiiL  ••  ; 

-.d  It  /,    1  .  ./t '•!'•". 


% 


.     .^ 


•\ 


i 


•..    I        "  - 


..■    \ 


f    ' 


/^■'- 


V  .  • 


'1.--^ 


.\  i 


'-./'     .'. ..  n    ■    •/ 


ART.  iriv.]  397 


XIV.-NEW  TYPES  OF  BACTEIAN  AND  INDO- 
SCYTHIC  COINS,  ENGEAVED  AS  PL.  XXXII. 

I  did  not  expect  to  be  so  soon  summoned  to  re- 
sume the  graver  in  the  department  of  Bactrian  medals ; 
but  to  do  so  when  such  novel  and  interesting  specimens 
are  handed  to  me  is  no  less  an  obligation  than  a  pleasure. 

The  two  main  attractions  of  my  present  plate  are  re- 
presented, with  scrupulous  regard  to  fidelity,  from  the 
coins  themselves,  which  were  entrusted  to  me  for  the 
purpose  by  their  fortunate  possessors,  as  soon  as  they 
were  discovered. 

No.  1  is  an  unique  of  Amyntas,  a  name  entirely  new 
to  Bactria :  it  is  a  square  coin  of  bronze  lately  procured 
by  Stacy  from  the  Panjab,  in  excellent  preservation. 

Obtxbse  : — Bust  of  the  prince,  wearing  a  curious  cap,  which  may 
possibly  represent  the  head  of  au  elephant,  but,  from  the  surface  being 
worn,  cannot  exactly  be  made  out.     Legend,  on  three  sides  of  the  square, 

BA2IAEA2  NIKAT0P02  AMTNT(ov) 

Beyebse  : — A  standing  figure  of  Minerva,  with  helmet,  shield  and 
spear ;  her  right  hand  extended  in  token  of  peace.  Square  monogram. 
Legend,  in  Bactro-Pehlvi  —  'P*lui9'P*ltAa'P5n\U  ;  (quasi)  maiaido 
djalade  amido  [Maharajasa  Jayddharasa  A'mitasa].  It  will  be  at  once 
perceived  that  the  native  epithet  corresponding  to  vucaropov  is  the 
same  as  that  for  vuc7f<f)opov  on  the  coins  of  ArcheHus  (page  352),  and, 
before,  on  the  coins  of  Antialkides  and  Antimachus,  with  the  exception 
only  of  the  first  letter.  The  word  was  there  read  *P^\a9;  the  initial 
9  a  being  substituted  for  the  ^  d  of  the  Archelius  and  Amyntas  coins. 
The  third  letter  in  those  cases  is  also  rather  \  /  than  t,  of  which  the 
value  is  as  yet  unknown.    I  have  called  it  /,  ad  inUrtm^ 
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Fig.  2  is,  if  possible,  a  more  valuable  acquisition  than  the  abore, 
being  the  first  queen  of  Bactria  yet  discovered.  Dr.  Swiney  obtained 
the  coin  among  Karamat  'All's  collection.  It  was  thickly  coated  with, 
the  rust  of  ages,  and,  from  the  helmeted  head  on  the  obverse,  was 
looked  upon  as  a  ^Icnandor,  until  the  Doctor  set  about  cleaning  it 
carefully  with  a  hard  brush,  and,  pertciving  a  variation  of  the  legend, 
showed  it  to  Capt.  Cunningham,  who  immediately  recognized,  with  a 
feeling  of  intense  delight,  the  undoubted  title  of  a  female  sovereign — 
BA11A122A2  eEOTPon(iif)  [eEOTPonoT]  AFAeoKAEiAiS,  *  of  the  quecn 
Agathoclea,  the  god-nourisher.*  This  very  curious  epithet,  Oeorponrff — 
a  word  not  to  be  found  in  the  lexicon — must  have  been  coined  on  pur- 
pose for  the  queen-mother,  after  the  Oriental  style  of  flattery,  in  allusion 
to  her  royal  offspring. 

Eeversb  : — Hercules  seated  on  a  rock  (or  a  fnorhd)y  resting  his  club 
on  his  right  knee.  The  Fehlvi  legend  is,  most  unfortunately,  so  indis- 
tinct in  one  or  two  places,  as  to  preclude  the  possibility  of  our  mitlrifig 
out  the  true  reading.  The  first  word  seems  to  differ  in  no  way  irom 
the  ordinary  "PiL^Xu  maiakdo,  *  king' :  and  the  second  would  appear 
to  be  *Pl*lT.  radakoy  atamjpo^ :  then  follow  two  short  words  which  I 
am  totally  at  a  loss  to  expound,  though  the  individual  letters  are  clear 
enough.     [M4h4r^jafia  Tradatasa  Dhamikasa  Stratasa.*] 

To  these  two  uniques  I  have  subjoined  some  now  types 
of  Euthydemus,  Menander,  and  Eucratides,  which  have 
not  yet  been  engraved,  though  some  have  appeared  in  the 
lithographs  of  Masson's  drawings. 

Fig.  3.  A  silver  tetradrachm  of  Euthydemus,  now  in  Dr.  8wine3r'8 
cabinet,  having  a  standing  Hercules  on  the  reverse,  in  lieu  of  the  seated 
figure.  The  coin  must  have  been  originally  very  beautiful,  but  we 
learn  from  the  memorandum  of  Karamat  'Alf,  who  purchased  it  at 
K4bul,  that  it  was  taken  to  Dr.  Gerard,  who  deemed  it  spurious  or  not 
silver ;  •  this  induced  the  vendor  to  put  it  in  the  fire  (cased  in  clay)  to 
ascertain  the  fact,  and  the  smoothness  of  surface  and  clearness  of  out- 
line were  thus  destroyed.  The  beaux  restes  are  still  sufficient  to  excite 
admiration. 

Fig.  4  ifi  firom  Masson's  drawing  of  a  small  copper  piece  of  Euthy* 

*  [  We  are  now  able  to  cite  several  new  ftpccimcns  of  this  interesting  type  f 
coin;  I  may  quote  one  in  the  possession  of  E.  C.  Bayley,  Esq.,  Bengal  CiTil 
Serrice ;  and  a  second  in  the  collection  of  Capt.  Robertson,  Bengal  Engineers. 
Wilson,  in  *  Ariana  Antiqua,'  pi.  vi.  fig.  10,  reprodaces  Dr.  Swiney's  coin!] 

>  Probably  it  was  covered  with  a  coat  of  muriate,  like  my  Euthydemus. 


ART.  XIV.]  AND   INDO-SCYTHIC   COINS.  399 

demiis.  The  reverse  has  a  naked  horse  prancing.  Legend  as  usual, 
BA2iAEn2  ETeYAHMOT.     Masson  has  another  similar,  but  laiger. 

Fig.  5.  A  square  copper  coin  of  Menander,  procured  by  Dr.  Swiney 
at  Agra ;  in  good  preservation. 

Obv£ese  : — The  usual  helmeted  head  with  the  legend,  basiaeos 
SnTHPOS  menanapot. 

Bevebse  : — The  circular  shield  of  Minerva  with  Medusa's  head  : 
the  features  of  the  face  worn  smooth  :  legend,  in  Pehlvf,  'P^*!!  *PU.^\u 

Fig.  6,  from  Masson.  The  reverse  here  presents  the  bird  of  Mi- 
nerva, so  common  on  the  Athenian  coins ;  in  all  other  respects  the  coin 
is  similar  to  the  last. 

Fig.  7.  Obverse  of  a  smaller  copper  coin  fix)m  Masson.  In  the 
centre  is  a  wheel  with  eight  spokes,  distinctly  so  delineated,  otherwise 
we  might  have  supposed  it  the  shield  with  Medusa's  head ;  the  Greek 
legend  surrounds  it.     The  reverse  is  the  same  as  that  of  fig.  9. 

Fig.  8.  In  this  larger  square  copper  coin  Masson  gives,  as  a  new 
reverse,  a  dolphin ;  but,  from  the  appearance  of  the  sketch,  it  is  possible 
that  the  original  may  have  been  an  elephant's  head,  a  common  device 
on  Menander's  coins. 

Fig.  9.  On  this  the  sovereign's  portrait  is  replaced  by  a  boar's  head, 
according  to  Masson' s  sketch;  and,  on  the  reverse,  is  a  simple  feather  or 
palm-branch :  monogram  H :  legends  Greek  and  Pehlvi  as  usual. 

Figs.  10  and  11.  Two  specimens  from  Masson' s  collections,  one 
silver,  one  copper,  to  shew  that  the  coins  of  Eucratides  sometimes  bore 
the  emblem  peculiar  to  Antialkides,^  two  conical  beehives  and  two 
feathers  or  pahn-branches. 

Fig.  12.  An  addition  to  our  Indo-Sc}i;hic  group  of  the  'elephant- 
rider,'  or  Kenranos.  Stacy  has  just  obtained  four  from  the  Panjab, 
all  evidently  from  the  same  die,  but  not  one  containing  the  legend 
complete.  To  save  space  I  have  filled  it  up  from  the  tmited  specimens, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt*  of  a  single  letter,  barbarous  as  the  context 
appears. 

Obvebse  : — Eaja  astride  on  a  small  elephant,  legend  (commencing 
from  the  right  of  the  head)  oiAHfiH  oiAPOiAHiAHPOAiflH,  of  which 
nothing  can  be  imagined  but  a  barbarous  attempt  at  BA2IAEX12  basiaean 
axiTHPOS,  the  syllables  u,  flS,  or  as,  and  po  being  the  only  happy 
eonjimctions  seized  by  the  ignorant  die-cutter. 

^  This  name  has  hitherto  always  been  written  (on  Masson's  authority)  Antilakidcs. 
M.  Jacquet  correGted  it  from  the  Ventara  coins  and  on  re-examination  of  the  silver 
coin  in  Dr.  Swiney*s  possession,  his  reading  is  corroborated.  It  also  corresponds 
better  with  the  Pehlvi,  which  is— ^*l>v#j7^9  (quaa)  ati-aiikutb. 
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On  the  rererae,  the  standing  figure  of  A0PO  in  depicted,  with  the 
common  monogram,  but  tho  legend  diffiBn;  being  aoh,  or,  inverted, 
HOV.  The  same  is  met  with  on  one  of  the  '  couch-lounger'  coins  ex- 
tracted from  the  Manikyala  tope  (see  fig.  29,  pi.  vi.)  It  may  possibly 
be  a  perversion  of  the  tri-litcral  mao.  But  the  horns  of  the  moon  da 
not  appear  on  the  shoulders. 

Fig.  13.  A  rare  and  valuable  variety  of  the  Kenranos  coin  in  Dr. 
Swinoy's  cabinet,  of  which  Cunningham  has  a  less  perfect  duplicate ; 
the  obverse  legend,  hardly  legible,  must  be  pao  nano  pao,  etc.  The 
reverse  has  the  standing  female  figure  with  the  horn  of  plenty,  and 
legend  apaoxpo,  as  on  the  gold  coins  of  the  same  device. 

Fig.  14  should  have  been  introduced  in  my  last  plate,  among  what 
I  have  supposed  the  fourth  series  of  apaokpo  imitations.  This  coin, 
of  which  Swiney  possesses  several  equally  legible,  has  the  legend, 
apaoxpo,  quite  distinct,  proving  that  this  group  must  be  regarded,  not 
as  an  imitation,  but  as  the  direct  descendant  of  the  Mithraic  series  in 
the  Eanerkan  line.  The  appearance  of  Nagarf  on  one  of  my  coins 
must  be  regarded  therefore  as  Greek.  It  is  curious  that  Masson  should 
not  have  detected  a  single  letter  on  all  the  specimens  he  amassed. 
Some  £unt  remains  of  characters  arc  traceable  on  those  from  Behat. 

Fig.  15  is  a  duplicate  of  Masson's  coin — ^fig.  15  of  my  last  Bactrian 
plate — in  Swiney' s  possession.  A  few  of  the  Pehlv£  characters  are 
better  made  out,  but  the  proprietor  of  this  coin  still  eludes  us. 

Fig.  16,  17,  18.  I  terminate  this  plate  with  three  coins  of  Kodes — 
in  Cunningham's  cabinet,  purchased  from  the  late  Gren.  Arnold's  col- 
lection—of an  entirely  new  reverse.  They  are  all  of  silver,  deeply 
indented,  to  throw  the  head  out.  The  letters  kuja  .  .  are  visible  on  the 
smallest  of  the  three,  which  is,  otherwise,  of  the  best  execution.  The 
horse's  head  of  the  reverse  gradually  deteriorates  imtil  it  can  be  no 
longer  recognised  (as  in  18)  without  the  earlier  coins  as  objects  of 
comparison.  On  cleaning  one  of  my  Kodes  coins,  it  was  found  like- 
wise to  have  '  the  horse's  head '  reverse ;  and  the  horse  has  been  since 
traced  to  the  Chauka-Duka,  or  degraded  Saurashtra  series,  in  some 
specimens  also  purchased  from  the  estate  of  the  late  Gen.  Arnold. 

Postscript. — ^I  cannot  delay  one  moment  announcing 
a  very  successful  reading  by  Prof.  Lassen  of  Bonn,  of  the 
native  legend  on  the  coin  of  Agathocles,  depicted  in  pi. 
ii.,  fig.  17,  by  Masson,  and  again  engraved  as  fig.  9,  of 
pi.  xxvii.   The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  Professor's 
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letter,  this  moment  received :  '  The  legend  on  the 
coin  of  Agathocles  is,  in  my  opinion,  in  another  cha- 
racter, and  I  think  we  may  recognise  in  it  the  letters 
^Vir^VTTW  AgathuJcla  raja  [Agathuklayesa],  reading  from 
the  left  to  the  right.  The  first  two  letters  are  self- 
evident  ;  the  third  is  similar  enough  to  the  Tibetan  and 
P41i  forms  of  th  with  u  below ;  the  fourth  letter  expresses 
hi  quite  in  the  Indian  manner.  If  I  am  right  in  this, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  give  to  Agathocles  a  very  different 
position  from  that  assigned  to  him  by  M.  Eaoid  Kochette.' 

The  principal  objection  to  this  highly  plausible  solu- 
tion of  the  Agathoclean  legend  is,  that  nearly  the  same 
characters  also  appear  on  the  coins  of  Pantaloon.  There 
are  differences  to  be  sure,  and  it  might  be  possible  to 
assimilate  the  word  to  the  Greek,  on  the  supposition  of 
the  first  syllable  being  wanting :— thus  A  -J  i  '^U  ioraa 
. .  talava  or « .  iAilao . . .  the  next  letter,  on  Masson's  coins,  is 
^,  and  on  Dr.  Swiney's  a  ^  or  w  [Pantalevasa],  but  on 
both  coind  there  are  three  letters  to  the  left  of  the  female 
which  still  remain  an  enigma. 

I  have  also  just  had  the  opportunity  of  perusing  M. 
Jacquet's  first  paper  on  the  Ventura  coins,  ^  but  as  this 
merely  enumerates  their  Greek  legends,  postponing  the 
consideration  of  the  Bactro-Pehlvl,  there  is  nothing  in 
alteration  or  correction  of  my  own  list  excepting  the 
termination  of  some  of  the  names,  Kodes,  Lysias, 
Venomes  (?),  for  Nonus,  Azes,  etc.  M.  Jacquet  had 
remarked  the  connection  of  the  Hindu  coins  with  their 
Indo-Scythic  prototype  when  examining  Tod^s  collection, 
but  had  not  published  his  sentiments. 

1  [Jacquet,  *  Journal  Asiatiaiie/  Feb.  1836.  Gen.  Ventura's  collection,  by  a  strange 
misadVenture,  has  been  placed,  by  the  Paris  officials,  to  the  credit  of  M.  Allard.] 

26 
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XV.— SPECIMENS  OP  HINDU  COINS  DESCENDED 
FROM  THE  PARTHIAN  TYPE,  AND  OF  THE 
ANCIENT  COINS  OF  CEYLON- 

Among  the  coins  extracted  firom  the  Manikydla  tope 
were  two  that  excited  more  than  ordinary  curiodty,  fix)m 
their  having  marginal  inscriptions  in  Sanskrit  characters 
around  a  device  in  all  other  respects  of  the  Sassanian 
type.  The  inscription  (which  will  be  found  in  pL  v., 
pp.  94,  123,  ante)  baffled  all  attempts  to  decipher  it 
The  repetition  of  the  word  Sri  left  little  doubt  of  its 
language  being  Sanskrit,  but  neither  with  the  aid  of 
modem  nor  ancient  alphabets  could  the  sentence  be  made 
out.    The  individual  letters  seemed  to  be 

Shortly  afterwards,  among  the  coins  procured  for  me 
by  Karamat  'Ali,  another  instance  of  the  mixture  of 
legends  was  discovered  [pi.  vii.  fig.  6,  p.  123];  and 
here  the  name  was,  clearly,  ift  ^RJ^  Sri  Vasudeva^ 
either  denoting  the  god  Eiishna,  or  the  Indian  monarch 
of  that  name  alluded  to  in  the  Persian  histories.  Mas- 
son's  last  memoir,  containing  one  or  two  coins  of  the  same 
class,  led  to  a  fresh  scrutiny  of  our  respective  cabinets, 
whence,  with  Cunningham's  aid,  I  have  now  assembled 
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a  tolerable  group  of  Indo-Sassanian  specimens ;  for  in- 
spection at  least,  though  it  will  be  difficult  to  say  much 
about  them. 

The  distinctive  characters  of  the  Sassanian  or  Par- 
thian coins  are,  the  ^fire-altar'  reverse,  the  peculiar  head- 
dress of  the  king  with  flowing  fillets, — the  latter  some- 
times attached  to  the  shoulders, — and  a  legend  in  the 
Pehlvf  character.  There  is,  however,  as  Masson  has 
pointed  out  in  a  memoir  (*  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng.',  vol  v., 
p.  711),  a  marked  difference  between  our  coins  (called  by 
Tod  ^of  a  Parthian  dynasty  unknown  to  history')  and 
the  genuine  series  of  Persia  proper. 

Sassanian  coins,  of  the  type  common  to  Persia,  are 
never  found  at  Beghram,  according  to  Masson,  although 
they  are  brought  for  sale  in  abundance  to  the  bazar  of 
Kabul.  Two  exceptions,  however,  are  noted— one,  an 
extensive  series  of  small  copper  coins  having  a  crowned 
head  on  the  obverse,  with  a  name  in  the  same  character 
as  that  on  fig.  3,  greatly  resembling  the  corrupted  Greek 
of  the  deteriorated  nana  rao  group : — the  commonest  in- 
scription can  be  exactly  represented  by  the  English  type 
posopo.  One  of  this  group,  supposed  by  Masson  to  bear 
the  ^Bamian'  name,  was  depicted  in  his  note  on  the  an- 
tiquities of  that  place  in  vol.  v.  On  the  reverse  of  all 
these  is  the  fire-altar  without  supporters,  ^  demonstrating, 
at  least,'  as  Masson  writes,  '  that  they  were  adorers  of 
Mithra;  while  firom  the  numbers  in  which  these  coins 
occur  at  Beghram,  it  may  be  further  inferred  that  they 
were  current  there,  and  that  the  sovereigns  they  com- 
memorate ruled  there  :  although  the  difficulty  then  pre- 
sents itself  to  determine  at  what  period  to  introduce  their 
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sway,  with  the  mass  of  Greek  and  Indo-Scythic  coins 
before  us.  The  coins  themselves,  however  numerous, 
may  be  reduced  into  three  series  with  reference  to  the 
nature  of  the  head-dress  :  the  first  class  bearing  a  hel- 
met ;  the  second  a  crown  with  a  ball  above  it ;  and  the 
third  a  tripartite  crown  surmoimted  by  an  arch  of  jewels.' 
All  these  head-dresses,  it  must  be  remarked,  are  met 
with  in  the  regular  Sassanians  of  Persia,  and  it  may 
therefore  be  possible  that  they  were  but  a  provincial 
coinage  of  the  same  dynasty.  It  was  under  this  im- 
pression that  I  omitted  to  engrave  the  figures  of  these 
coins,  reserving  them  for  a  Sassanian  series ;  although 
some  of  them  would  have  served  remarkably  well  as  the 
precursors  or  prototypes  of  the  copper  coins  about  to  be 
described  in  pi.  xxxiv. 

The  second  exception  noted  by  our  countryman  at 
Kabul  is  the  Indo-Sassanian  group^  figs.  3,  5,  and  6,^  of 
pi.  xxxiii. :  ^The  strongly-marked  Indian  features  of 
the  busts,  and  their  plentiful  occurrence  at  Beghr4m, 
especially  of  their  copper  money,  prove  these  princes  to 
have  ruled  here.  The  heads  are  remarkable  for  the 
bulls'  (or  Ijfiffaloes')  skulls  around  them,  some  having 
four  or  five  of  these  ornaments,  but  in  general  one  only 
surmounts  the  cap.  The  legend  is  in  a  peculiar  and  un- 
known tjrpe.  The  reverse  is  distinguished  by  the  wheel 
over  the  heads  of  the  altar-defenders.'  A  great  many  of 
the  type  No.  5  were  extracted  from  the  principal  tope  of 
Hiddah  near  Jaldlab&d.  (See  vol.  v.  p.  28,  '  Jour.  As. 
Soo.  Beng.') 

»  [See  also  *Ariana  Antiqua,'  pi.  xyii.  fig.  8,  p.  399,  *  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soc', 
xii.,  pi.  iii.  and  p.  845.] 
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Masson  (^  Jour.  As.  Soc.  Beng./  v.,  711,  and  *  Ariana 
Antiqua,'  xyi.,  18,  19,  20,)  refers  them  to  the  Eiaianfan 
dynasty  of  Persian  historians,  to  whom  he  would  also 
attribute  the  Bamian  antiquities.  He  cannot  of  course 
here  allude  to  the  early  branch,  which  includes  Cyrus, 
Cambyses  and  Darius  Hystaspes,  for  it  is  very  evident 
that  the  coins  before  us  cannot  equal,  much  less  surpass, 
in  antiquity  the  celebrated  Dane  archers  of  Spartan 
notoriety.  He  must  rather  speak  of  their  far  descendants, 
to  whom  the  present  independent  chiefs  of  Saistan  still 
proudly  trace  their  origin.  This  race,  under  the  name 
of  Tajik,  claims  proprietary  right  to  the  soil,  though 
encroached  upon  by  the  Afghans  on  all  sides ;  and  at 
Bamian  they  are  found  inhabiting  the  very  caves  and 
temples  constructed  by  their  infidel  progenitors. 

As  to  the  probable  date  of  these  coins,  then,  little 
more  can  be  conjectured  than  that  they  were  contempo- 
raneous with  the  Sassanian  dynasty  in  Persia,  viz.,  be- 
tween the  third  and  sixth  centuries.  Their  frequent 
discovery  in  the  Panjab  topes,  accompanied  by  the 
Indo-Scythics  having  Greek  legends,  should  give  them 
a  claim  to  the  earlier  period ;  but,  as  far  as  the  fire-wor- 
ship is  concerned,  we  learn  from  Price's  Muhammadan 
history,  that  ^  as  late  as  the  reign  of  Masa'ud,  son  of 
Sultan  Mahmiid  of  Ghazni  (a.d.  1034),  a  race,  supposed 
to  be  the  remnant  of  the  ancient  Persian  stock,  submitted 
to  his  arms,'  who  had  doubtless  maintained  their  national 
faith  to  that  time  imchanged. 

The  intimate  relation  between  the  worshippers  of 
Mithra  and  the  followers  of  the  Vedas,  is  established 
by  the  affinity  of  the  language  in  which  the  books  of 
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Zoroaster  is  reoorded,  with  the  Sanskrit  The  learned 
restorer  of  this  ancient  text,  indeed,  cites  some  reasons 
for  giving  priority  to  the  Zend  as  a  language,  and  he 
finds  many  occasions  of  interpreting  the  verbal  obscurities 
of  the  Yedas  from  analogies  in  the  latter.  I  cannot  re- 
frain in  this  place  from  noticing — ^in  aUnsion  to  Masson's 
location  of  the  TTai&nians — a  passage  in  Bnmouf  s  most 
elaborate  ^  Commentaire  sur  le  Yafna,'  jnst  received  from 
Paris,  bearing  upon  this  point,  and  leading  to  the  unex- 
pected conclusion  that  the  JTaianians  of  Persia,  and  the 
Siirya-vansas  of  India,  are  the  same,  or  have  a  common 
origin ;  the  word  kai — ^prefixed  to  so  many  names  (as 
Kai-umar,  Eai-kub&d,  Kai-kaous,  E[ai-khusrau,  etc.)-— 
having  the  same  signification  as  the  Sanskrit  ^rf^  kavi, 
^  the  Sun.'  Against  such  a  hypothesis,  however,  M.  Bur- 
nouf  confesses  that  the  Gujardtf  translator  of  the  ^  Ya^na,' 
Neriosingha,  renders  the  word  ^  kai  simply  by  the 
Sanskrit  equivalent  for  ^king.'  I  give  the  passage  at 
length,  as  of  first  importance  in  a  discussion  on  a  mixed 
Indo-Sassanian  coinage : — 

'  Je  n'ai  pu,  jusqu'ii  present,  detenniner  cd  les  Kaianiens,  on  les  rois 
dont  le  nom  est  prec^d^  de  hi  (en  Zend,  ibrt),  sont  les  rois  9oUil  ou  des 
rois  descendant  du  soleil :  en  d'autres  tennes,  si  le  titre  de  eoled  a  6i6  joint 
au  nom  du  chacun  de  ces  rois,  uniquement  pour  indiquer  la  splcndure 
de  leur  puissance ;  ou  bien,  si  le  chef  le  cette  dynastie  a  pass^  pour  de- 
scendre  du  soleil,  et  s'il  a  laiss^  ce  titre  k  ses  successeursy  comme  cela 
a  eu  lieu  dans  Tlnde  pour  les  '  Suryavanqa.'  Je  ne  veux  pas  ajouter  une 
hypoth^se  ^tymologique  aux  traditions  fabuleuses,  dont  les  Parses  ont 
m^l4  rhistoire  de  ces  rois ;  mais  il  serait  int^ressant  de  retrouver  la 
forme  Zendc  du  nom  du  premier  des  Kaianiens,  de  Eob&d  ^^Li,  nom 
dans  Icquel  on  decouvrirait,  peut-^tre,  le  mot  kavi  (nom.  htvd  et  kava), 
*  soleil.*  8i  '  Kob&d '  pouvait  signifier  *  le  soleil '  ou  *  fils  du  soleil/  la 
question  que  nous  posions  tout-il-rheuro  serait  resolue,  et  les  autres 
Kaianiens  n'auraient  re^u  le  titre  dc  kavi  {Jci)  que  parceque  la  tradition 


[-11^-  l:    r    1.1... 
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les  regardait  comme  iasns  d'un  fils  du  soleil.  Je  remarquerai  encore, 
sans  attacher  tontefois  beaucoup  d'importance  k  ce  rapprochement, 
qa'on  trouye,  dans  rhistoire  h^roique  de  Tlnde,  plnaeurs  rois  du  nom 
de  kavt,  et  notamment  nn  fils  de  Friyavrata,  roi  d'Antarv^df.  Hamil- 
ton, dans  rindex  de  ses  '  Genealogies  of  the  fiindiis '  cite  qnatre  person- 
nages  de  ce  nom,  sans  parler  de  denx  autres  rois,  dans  le  nom 
desquels  figure  ce  m^me  tltre  de  hm.^  Enfin  M.  Eosen  a  cite  un 
vers,  eztrait  d'un  hymne  du  Eigr^da,  dans  lequel  le  mots  vigdm 
kavim^  Toiains  du  compost  vt^patim,  doiyent  peut-^tre  se  traduire 
plutot  par  hominum  regem  que  par  agricolarum  vatem,* — '  Commentaire 
sur  le  Ya^na,'  chap.  i.  p.  465. 

I  now  proceed  to  particularize  the  coins  inserted  in  my 
plate. 

IKDO-SASSANIAN  COINS,  PL  xxxiii. 

Fig.  1,  a  silver  coin  in  my  cabinet  of  an  unique  type :  Obtbbsis  : — 
the  prince  on  horseback,  head  disproportionate  in  dimensions.  On  ilie 
horse's  neck  is  a  flower-vase,*  which  is  probably  supported  by  the 
man's  left  arm ;  on  the  margin  are  some  indistinct  Pehlvi  characters, 
and  on  the  field  a  monogram,  resembling  the  Ndgarf  letter  V.  The 
device  on  the  reverse  is  nearly  obliterated. 

Fig.  2,  a  copper  coin,  also  unique :  it  escaped  my  detection  among 
a  number  of  old  Bukhdra  Musalm^n  coins,  or  it  should  have  appeared 
along  with  the  '  bull  and  horseman,'  or  E&jput  series,  of  December, 
1835.  It  seems  to  b'nk  this  curious  outline  group  with  the  full-fiEiced 
Sassanians  of  Vasudeva,  etc. ;  for  on  the  border  of  the  obverse  are  PehlvC 
letters.  The  features  of  the  supposed  £EUie  are  barely  admissible  as 
such,  even  to  the  lowest  estimate  of  native  art.  The  horse  on  the 
reverse  is  more  palpable,  but  it  seems  more  like  a  tughrdf  or  flourish 
of  Persian  letters,  than  ever.  It  is  also  reversed  in  position,  and  has 
no  N&gari  legend. 

The  coins  of  this  genus,  although  we  have  found 
them  connected  with  Dihli  sovereigns  and  Malwa  rdjas 


I  "  <  Genealogies  of  the  Hindis/  p.  77.  On  trouTe  dauB  le  BLk-  et  dans  le  Yadjonr- 
T6da,  un  roi  nomme  CaTasha  (Colebrooke, '  Asiatic  Researches,'  yiii.  399),  et  .oe  qui 
peat  faire  penser  a  qnelque  monarque  JBaetrien,  o'est  que  ce  Eayacha  estp^e  de 
Tura,  dont  le  nom  rappelle  le  Touran.  Mais  je  ne  crois  pas,  pour  cela,  que  Kayacha 
puiase  $tre  identifi^  ayeo  le  mot  Zend  et  Sanskrit  kavi.** 

'  Perhaps  the  Kdmakumbha^ or  'vase  of  ahundanoe,'  of  Tod,  'Annals  of  R6ja»> 
th&n,'i.603. 
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at  one  end  of  the  series,  evidently  reach  at  the  other  to 
the  brdhmanical  rulers  of  the  Fanjab;  and  probably 
S[4bul.  They  are  procured  much  more  abundantly  at 
the  latter  place  (and  on  the  site  of  Taxila,  according  to 
M.  Court)  than  in  any  part  of  India.  Some  of  them 
exhibit  on  their  reverse  the  style  of  Arabic  now  known 
to  belong  to  the  Ghaznavi  Sultans,  while  others  agree 
rather  with  the  Ghori  type,  and  contain  known  names  of 
that  dynasty. 

[  In  the  absence  of  the  coin  itself,  it  would  be  rash  to 
speculate  upon  the  true  purport  of  this  obverse,  or  the  tenor 
and  language  of  the  partially- visible  legend.  The  reverse  figure 
of  the  horseman,  however,  offers  tempting  material  for  the 
exercise  of  analytical  ingenuity. 

That  the  lines  of  which  the  device  is  composed  were  origi- 
nally designed  to  convey,  in  more  or  less  intelligible  cypher, 
some  Moslem  formula,  there  can  be  little  question.  How 
much  latitude  in  the  definite  expression  of  the  letters  was  con- 
ceded to  the  needful  artistic  assimilation  to  the  normal  tj^,  it 
may  be  difficult  to  say.  But,  though  I  should  hesitate  to  pre- 
tend that  my  eye  could  follow  the  several  letters  of  the  Ml 
kalimah  of  Alii  J^-*;  ^Xa^s^,  I  have  no  doubt  that  those  words 
are  covertly  embodied  in  the  lines  forming  portions  of  the 
general  outline.  The  Kufic  *Xa>s^  is  palpable,  when  reading 
upwards  from  the  front  of  the  butt-end  of  the  spear ;  portions 
of  the  ^}y^J  may  be  traced  along  the  spear  itself,  and  the  rest 
may  be  imagined  under  the  reasonable  latitude  already  claimed ; 
and,  lastly,  the  ^1  may  be  conceded  in  virtue  of  its  very  obvious 
final  a)  ,  which  appears  over  the  horse's  hind-quarters.^ 

[  ^  While  on  the  snhjeot  of  T^ghrfts,  I  may  claim  excuse  for  noticing  a  most  in- 
teresting example  of  the  numismatic  employnient  of  early  Kufic  characters  in  the 
construction  of  a  Sassanian  deyice,  which,  though  possihly  emanating  from  a 
different  site,  and  due  to  another  period,  connects  itself  not  inappropriately  with  the 
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The  practice  of  reticulating  words  and  names  into  device 
embellishments  for  the  coinage  was  in  high  favour  with  Samdni 
mint-masters;^  and  we  have  numerous  instances  of  a  similar 
tendency  among  the  Muhammadan  races  who  succeeded  to  much 
of  the  civilization  of  the  Bukhar&  empire,  with  the  modified 
boundaries  or  altered  seats  of  government,  incident  to  their 
progress  towards  the  richer  provinces  of  the  South.  To  confine 
myself  to  a  single  exemplification,  however,  I  may  cite  the 
Ghaznavi  (L&hor)  currency,  with  the  recumbent  bull  in  Tughrd 
on  the  obverse,  and  with  a  Kufic  legend  on  the  reverse.  In  the. 
lines  of  this  ancient  and  revered  Hindu  device,  may  here  be 
read,  in  all  facility  and  in  two  several  directions,  the  name  of 
the  prophet  of  the  Arabs — Jt^^^s^,'] 

outlines  of  some  of  the  figures  in  the  present  plate  (zxxiii.  7,  etc.)  The  coin  to 
which  I  allnde  is  in  the  cabinet  of  the  late  Col.  Stacy  :  it  is  of  copper,  and  imperfect 
striking  or  extended  circulation  has  rendered  its  epigraph  illegible  in  some  of  its 
most  important  details.  ^  ^^^^ 

The  obverse  device  consists  of  a  mutilated  Sassanian  head,    1      i 
looking    to   the    right,    obviously   composed   of    the   words —    {  UjT^J 
arranged  in  three  lines.  '  aL.J1 

A  dot  in  the  open  portion  of  the  a1  li  suffices  for  the  eye,  the  2r  serves  for  the 
chin,  and  the  initial  J 1  symbolises  the  eyebrow  and  the  lower  line  of  the  tiara.  Of  the 
exterior  legends  the  only  word  I  am  able  to  read  with  certainty  is  the  J^m:^! 
in  the  front  of  the  profile.  .  m 

On  the  reverse,  expressed  in  jumbled  letters,  may  be  traced  the  words  <    2r«X>.^    JuJ  \ 

while  the  margin  supplies  the  opening  term,  (J*X«I1,  and,  doubtfully,  the**intro- 
ductory  portion  of  the  central  legend,  J(l  ^i  ^,  and  the  remaining  two  sides  are 
occupied  by  the  date— -Ju^  j  T^.J^  ^^**^  "^  ^^^  '^'^* 

Although  I  am  unable  to  discover  any  similitude  between  this  reverse  device  and 
the  conventional  fire-altar  and  supporters,  I  cannot  but  infer  that  some  such  notion  was 
intended  to  be  conveyed ;  otherwise,  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  needless  trans- 
position of  the  legends,  and  the  sacrifice  of  the  normal  forms  of  the  Kufic  letters  in 
the  centre  of  the  piece,  while  the  side  portions  of  the  design,  which  have  nothing  to 
do  with  the  main  device,  are  expressed  in  excellently-fashioned  characters.  (See  also 
Fr»hn,  *Die  Miinzen,*  pL  xvi.  figs.  K  and  3;  *Nov8b  SymbolsB,'  tab.  ii.  14 ;  *  Jour. 
As.  Soc.  Beng.',  1840,  Capt,  Hay's  coins,  figs.  6,  7)] 

1  [  Frshn's  *  Becensio  Numomm  Muhammedanorum : '  Emiri  Samanidse.  Petro- 
poli,  1826.] 

'  [  -Er.  yr.,  see  *  Kings  of  Ghazni :'  Jour.  -Boy.  At,  Soe.,  pi.  iii.  163.] 
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Fig.  3,  a  silver  coin  in  my  cabinet  (Eaiiniat  'Ali).  Sereral  of 
tibe  same  nature  are  depicted  by  ICaaBon,  as  sotioed  above.  The 
execution  is  very  bold,  and  the  ptcaofff  alien  eqnaDy  good.  A  double 
blow  haSy  however,  confused  the  impression  on  the  reverse. 

The  head-dress  or  helmet  is  surmounted  by  the  head  of  a  buffido, 
in  imitation,  perhaps,  of  Menander's  elephant  tjophy.  The  two  wings 
common  on  the  Sassanian  cap  are  still  preserved.  Tbe  prince  wears  a 
piofaaion  of  pearls  and  handsome  earrings.  In  firant  of  bis  fuse  is  a 
legend  in^an  unknown  character,  which  can,  however,  be  almost 
exactly  represented  by  N&gaH  numerals,  thus :  ^  IH  0  ^  oo  ^.  None 
of  the  pure  Fehlvi  is  to  be  seen  on  either  fistoe,  but  on  tbe  shmilder  in 
the  comer  is  something  like  a  N4gari  i|,  which  is  probably  an  fit,  not  a 
hh.  ^Tbe^fire-altar  of  the  reverse  is  remarkable  from  the  two  'wheeb'  or 
ehakras  over  the  officiating  priests.  We  shall  see  more  of  these  as  we 
descend. 

Fig.  4  is  a'  silver"  coin  in  Swiney's  possession :  it  is  of  inferior 
workmanship,  the  features  beginning  to  be  cut  in  outline.  A  diminu- 
tive figure  (female)  in  front  of  the  fiu^e  holds  a  flower  or  cornucopia : 
just  above  can  be  discerned  two  small  Sanskrit  letters — ^IffTf  praH  (or 
pratd) — ^which  suffice  to  ally  the  coin  with  our  present  group. 


[  The  interesting  collection  of  coins  made  by  C6L  Abbott  of 
the  Bengal  Artillery,  chiefly  gathered  from  the  Hass&rah  country, 
of  which  he  was  once  in  political  charge,  enables  me  to  add 
some  novelties  to  Prinsep's  solitary  specimen  of  the  Indo- 
Sassanian  coinage,  having  legends  exclusively  in  Sanskrit 
characters. 

The  biling^ual  and  trilingual  mintages  of  associated  types 
will  be  reserved  for  consideration  under  Art.  XX.,  in  which 
Prinsep  records  his  latest  advances  towards  their  definitive 
explication. 

Fig.  1  represents  the  small  figure  in  front  of  the  pro- 
file, as  it  occurs  on  a  coin  in  the  British  Museum,  which 
is  abnost  identical  in  its  other  typical  details  with  the 
example  delineated  as  No.  4,  pi.  xxxiii.  The  concluding 
letters  of  the  name —  . .  •  ^IW — ^are  all  that  remain  visible 
on  this  piece. 
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The  woodcut  No.  2  is  taken  from  a 
coin  of  Col.  Abbott's.  I  read  the  name, 
subject  to  correction,  as  ^4f^W  Pitrma" 
dityn. 

In  regard  to  Nos.  3  and  4,  I  may  note 
that  the  former  is  copied,  by  Mr.  Austin's 
artist,  from  a  coin  of  Col.  Abbott's ;  while 
the  latter  was  engraved  by  myself  some 
years  ago  from  a  piece  in  the  possession 
of  Col.  Nuthall,  Bengal  Army.  The  name 
of  the  monarch  is  here  indubitable,  and 
reads,  satisfactorily,  on  either  piece,  ^^illf^W 
Udaydditya.  The  opening  title  of  m^i 
Rdjd  is  equally  clear;  but  the  succeeding 
three  letters  present  a  difficulty — not  so 
much  in  the  definition  of  the  isolated  cha- 
racters, as  in  the  purport  and  meaning  that 
should  be  assigned  to  the  combination. 
They  may  be  transcribed  in  modem  type 
by  ^TRTT,  which,  it  is  just  possible,  may  refer  to  the  kingdom 
of  Lumghan,  though  I  hardly  like  to  suggest  the  association. 

Of  Udayadityas,  there  is  a  choice  in  the  annals  of  the 
land ;  and  one  individual  thus  entitled  even  gave  his  name  to 
an  era.^ 

No.  5,  in  its  device,  exhibits  an  altered 
style  of  art.  It  is  chiefly  interesting  as  dis- 
playing on  its  field  an  umbrella — one  of  the 
Indian  attributes  of  royalty — surmounted 
by  the  figure  of  Siva's  bull,  Nandi.'  The 
trident  behind  the  head  connects  the  piece 
with    the    Indo-Scythian    branch  of   local 


(No.  4.) 


(No.  S.) 


>  [a.d.  614.    'Jour.  Aa.  Soc.  Beng.',  p.  548.] 

'  f  This  emblem  is  noteworthy  to  a  degree  that  it  would  not  otherwise  be,  as 
furnishing  us  with  an  explanation  of  the  meaning  of  its  imitations  on  subsequent 
specimens  of  the  coinage,  where  the  umbrella  appears  under  the  similitude  of  an 
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numismatics.  The  legend  is  imperfect,  and  seems  to  commence 
with  fTJ,  which  is  succeeded  by  the  letters  (hi    v  or  ^. 

Mr.  Bayley  has  two  specimens  of  later  examples  of  this  dass 
of  coinage — ^the  one  bearing  the  symbol  of  a  fiill-blown  flower 
(possibly  the  Sun),  and  an  imperfect  legend  which  I  doubtingly 
transcribe  as  ^  Wt  ^^Rf. 

The  second,  which  adds  to  its  device  the  '  trident  *  emblem  of 
No.  5,  has  a  legend  commencing  ^RT^ .  .  . 

Other  coins  in  Col.  Abbott's  collection  have  the  letters 
Wf  ^:  and  of  coins  containing  the  latter  title,  I  can  quote 
numerous  examples.*  ] 

The  two  succeeding  figures  are  from  Masson's  draw- 
ings, some  of  which  have  already  appeared  in  lithography. 
Fig.  5  represents  rather  a  numerous  class  of  the  same 
type  aB  fig.  3.  The  letter  of  the  legend  is  sometimes 
omitted,  and  the  oo  becomes  a  c/>;  but  without  ex- 
amining the  coins  themselves,  it  would  be  unsafe  to 
argue  on  such  differences.  No.  4  represents  a  variation 
of  the  monogram,  it  may  be  an  old  form  of  j(. 

Pig.  6  is  an  iiiteresting  coin,  similar  to  my  Yasudcva  and  the  Mani- 
kyala  coins,  in  some  respects ;  but  hardly  so  £ar  advanced  towards  Hin- 
duism, inasmuch  as  the  fire-altar  is  retained,  and  the  full  marginal 
legend  on  both  sides  is  in  the  xmluiown  character,  while  the  N4gar{ 
occupies  only  a  secondary  place  on  the  field.  This  name,  too,  is,  as  it 
stands  in  Masson's  drawing,  wholly  tmcertain,  with  the  exception  of 
the  initial  Sri  Va,  .  .     It  may  be  ^H^fi^^j. .  W.^ 

ordinary  club — at  first  retaining  the  pennons,  but  erentnally  losing  nearly  all  trace  of 
its  nominal  derivation.] 

»  [*  Jour.  Roy.  As.  Soc.'  xii.  341.  <  Ariana  Antiqna,'  pi.  xri.  18,  xvii.  611,  xvi. 
20,  etc.  In  reference  to  tbis  term,  I  may  observe  that  Major  Cunningham  has 
announced  the  discovery  of  the  name  of  Sb&pur  on  a  coin  of  this  scries.  If,  how- 
ever, the  piece  from  which  he  professes  to  read  this  name  be  the  one  which  has 
lately  passed  from  his  cabinet  into  the  British  Museum,  I  regret  to  be  unable  to  con- 
firm his  decipherment ;  the  ql^  is  clear  enough,  but  the  rest  of  the  designation  ia 
certainly  not  sufficiency  palpable  to  justify  the  rendering  proposed.] 

*  [  See  <  Jour.  Boy.  As.  Soc.,'  xii.  345.] 
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We  now  arrive  at  a  class  of  coins  of  considerable 
interest,  as  well  to  the  history  of  India  as  to  the  science 
of  numismatics ;  for  the  gradual  manner  in  which  the 
nature  of  their  device  has  been  developed  is  as  much  a 
matter  of  curiosity,  as  the  unexpected  conclusion  to 
which  they  lead  respecting  the  immediate  prevalence 
of  the  same  Sassanian  (or  igni-colist)  rule  in  Upper  India, 
while  the  foregoing  coins  only  prove  the  mixture  of 
Hinduism  with  the  religion  of  Bactria. 

Tod  has  repeated  an  observation  of  Dr.  Clarke  the 
traveller,  that  *  by  a  proper  attention  to  the  vestiges  of 
ancient  superstition,  we  are  sometimes  enabled  to  refer 
a  whole  people  to  their  original  ancestors  with  as  much, 
if  not  more  certainty,  than  by  observations  made  upon 
their  language ;  because  the  superstition  is  engrafted  upon 
the  stock,  but  the  language  is  liable  to  change,'  -In 
some  respects  the  converse  of  this  proposition  would  be 
better  suited  to  the  circumstances  of  India,  where  we 
have  long  had  irrefragable  proof  of  the  alternate  pre- 
dominance of  the  Buddhist  and  Brahmanical  faith  among 
people  using  the  same  language ;  and  now  we  are  obtain^ 
ing  equally  strong  testimony  of  the  engrafting  of  the 
fire-worship  upon  the  same  local  stock.  The  extensive 
spread  of  this  worship  in  the  North-west  is  supported  by 
the  traditionary  origin  of  the  Agni-kula  or  fire- worship- 
ing races,  whence  were  derived  some  of  the  principal 
families  of  the  Kajputs.  Indeed,  some  have  imagined 
the  whole  of  the  Slirya-vansis,  or  *  sun-descended,'  to 
have  been  of  Mithraic  origin,  and  the '  Indu-vansis  to 
have  been  essentially  Buddhists.*    Numismatology  will 

1  ( Annak  of  R&jasth&n/  i.  68.    See  also  preceding  remarkB. 
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gradually  throw  light  upon  all  these  speculations,  but  at 
present  all  we  can  attempt  to  elucidate  is  the  important 
fSact  of  another  large  series  of  Hindu  coins,  (namely, 
that  bearing  the  legend  ift  ^l^lf^WTTf  Srimad  adi  varaha) 
having  directly  emanated  from  a  Sassanian  source.  I 
say  another,  because  the  Saur&shtra  coins,  and  the 
Chauka-dukas  their  descendants,  have  been  already 
proved  to  possess  the  Sassanian  fire-altar  for  their  re- 
verse. The  sects  of  the  Surya-panthis,  and  the  Mors 
who  are  known  as  fire-worshippers  at  Benares,  have  not 
perhaps  received  the  attention  they  merit  from  the  anti- 
quarian; but  even  now  the  solar  worship  has  a  pre- 
dominance in  the  Hindu  Pantheon  of  most  of  the 
Marwar  principalities.  Tod  thus  describes  the  obser- 
vances sacred  to  this  luminary  at  TJdayapur  ^  the  city  of 
the  rising  sun:'  —  *The  sun  has  here  universal  pre- 
cedence ;  his  portal  (Stirya-pol)  is  the  chief  entrance  to 
the  city ;  his  name  gives  dignity  to  the  chief  apartment 
or  hall  (Surya-mahal)  of  the  palace;  and  from  the  balcony 
of  the  sun  (Stirya-gokra)  the  descendant  of  Rama  shows 
himself  in  the  dark  monsoon  as  the  sun's  representative. 
A  huge  painted  sun  of  gypsum,  in  high  relief,  with  gilded 
rays,  adorns  the  hall  of  audience,  and  in  front  of  it  is 
the  throne.  As  already  mentioned,  the  sacred  standard 
bears  his  image,  as  does  that  Scythic  part  of  the  regalia 
called  the  changij  a  disc  of  black  felt  or  ostrich  feathers, 
with  a  plate  of  gold  to  represent  the  sun  in  its  centre, 
borne  upon  a  pole.  The  royal  parasol  is  termed  a 
kimtay  in  allufeion  to  its  shape  like  a  ray  (kama^) 
of  the   orb.'      Many  other  quotations  from  the  same 

^  Can  this  have  any  connection  with  the  title  korano  of  our  coins  ? 
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author  might  be  adduced  in  proof  of  the  strong  Mithraic 
tinge  of  Hinduism  in  modem  Eajputana ;  and,  in  fact, 
the  Muhammadan  historians  tell  us  that  the  fire-worship 
in  Gujdrat  was  only  finally  uprooted  in  the  time  of  'Ald- 
ud-din's  incursions  into  the  Dakhan. 

Fifteen  years  ago,  Col.  Caulfeild  sent  me  two  coins 
dug  up  at  Kota,  where  he  was  then  Eesident,  which 
were  engraved  in  pi.  iii.  (fig.  65)  of  the  *  Asiatic 
Kesearches,'  xvii.  It  seemed  then  perfectly  hopeless  to 
attempt  a  guess  at  their  nature ;  but  now  we  can  pro- 
nounce precisely  the  meaning  of  every  rude  mark  they 
contain — ^the  fire-altar  and  its  attendant  priests,  and  the 
bust  of  the  prince  on  the  obverse.  Stacy's  collection  has 
furnished  the  chief  links  of  this  investigation,  but  it  is  to 
Cunningham's  examination  of  it,  and  careful  analysis  of 
the  numerous  small  silver  Yarahas  of  our  several  cabinets, 
that  we  are  indebted  for  the  knowledge  of  the  balusters, 
parallelograms  and  dots  being  all  resolvable  into  the  same 
fire-altar  and  its  attendants.  Indeed,  so  long  ago  as 
January,  1836,  he  wrote  me  from  Benares  his  conjectures 
that  this  series  was  descended  from  the  Parthian  coins. 

From  the  selection  he  had  assorted  to  trace  out  and 
illustrate  this  curious  fact,  I  have  been  obliged  to  restrict 
myself  to  such  as  my  plate  would  contain ;  giving  the 
preference  to  those  that  exhibit  well-defined  letters  on 
some  part  of  the  field. 

Fig.  7  (Silver),  Stacy.  Obverse  : — The  Sassanian  head  in  its 
degenerated  state,  or  cut  in  outline  :  the  hair  is  represented  by  a  mere 
ball,  the  ear  by  a  curve,  etc. ;  the  two  stiffened  muslin  lappets  rise 
from  each  shoulder  as  in  figs.  3  and  5,  and  would  be  utterly  unintel- 
ligible but  for  the  light  thus  afforded.  Above  the  head  is  the  Sanskrit 
^  (resembling  the  Gaur  or  Bengali  form),  and  in  front  of  the  mouth 
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the  letter  A  which  is  most  probably  9f  hh.  On  the  reTerae  of 
this  coin  the  nre-altar  is  very  discernible ;  and  it  is  instmctiTe  to  study 
the  configuration  of  the  two  supporters,  the  flame,  and  the  altar  itself, 
so  as  to  be  able  to  follow  out  the  subsequent  barbarization  they  were 
doomed  to  undergo.  Thus  in  fig.  8  (Stacy)  they  lose  a  little  more  ;— 
in  9  (ditto)  the  two  breast  dots  and  the  curve  of  the  arm  separating 
them  from  the  body,  are  barely  traceable.  In  Stacy's  copper  coins  1 1 
and  12,  the  engraver  has  collocated  the  various  dots  and  lines  without 
any  regard  to  their  intent  or  symmetry.  Then  in  13,  14 — ^which  arc 
precisely  similar  to  the  class  engraved  in  figs.  17,  19,  20,  pi.  xxvi. — 
the  fire-altar  is  transformed  into  a  kind  of  spear-head,  or  the  central 
shaft  taken  out  and  supplanted  by  the  old  Nagarf  letter  9f  m ;  but  the 
side  figures,  where  the  die  permits  of  it,  can  stiU  be  readily  made  out. 
These  general  remarks  will  save  the  necessity  of  describing  the  reverse 
of  each  coin  in  detail.  There  are  equally  grotesque  varieties  in  the 
contour  of  the  fece  on  the  obverse,  which  none  but  an  experienced  eye 
could  trace ;  for  instance,  in  figs.  11,  13,  and  14,  where  the  eye,  nose. 
Up,  and  chin  resolve  themselves  into  elementary  dots,  very  like  those 
on  the  Saur4shtra  coins. 

Fig.  9  has  the  letters  if^  ITV  Sr{  Zadha,  .  . 

Fig.  10,  a  small  copper  coin  belonging  to  Dr.  Swiney,  is  in  a  ^ 
superior  style,  with  the  exception  perhaps  of  an  unaccountable  sub- 
stitution of  the  ehAra  for  the  head  of  the  attendant  at  the  altar !  Can 
it  thus  denote  the  Sun  himself?  There  are  letters  in  front  of  the  fiEU^e, 
^  1^  ....  Sri  Dat ...  or  some  such  name. 

In  figs  11  and  12  (which  latter  gives  the  lower  portion  of  the  same 
die),  there  are  more  letters  than  usual :  enclosed  in  a  circle,  on  the  cap 
or  crown,  the  letter  '^  8  :  then,  in  front  of  the  nose,  the  usual  ^,  and 
below  it,  the  ^  A  X)f  the  same  alphabet. 

In  the  lower  series  (13,  14)  the  shoulders  and  hand  are  generally 
replaced  by  letters.  On  some  the  context  seems  to  make  if^  f^^.  • 
Sri  VigrafhaJ  ;  on  others  ^  ^  . .  /SW  Fo,  and  ^  ft  .  .  ^SW  iV  .  .  . 
None  are  complete  enough  to  give  us  a  cognate  name. 

Having  conducted  this  Une  of  Indo-Sassanians  down  to  its  amalga- 
mation in  the  Yardha  series  of  my  former  plate,  we  may  recede,  once 
more,  back  to  the  period  when  the  Indian  artists  could  execute  a  less 
imperfect  copy  of  the  Grecian  or  Sassanian  portrait-die. 

Figs.  1 5  and  1 6  of  this  plate,  and  6  of  the  ensuing  one,  are  types  of  a 
distinct  group  of  copper  coins,  plentiful  in  the  Swiney  and  Stacy 
cabinets.  The  appendage  to  the  shoulder  decides  the  Sassanian  origin, 
and  the  wheel  on  the  reverse  seems  to  be  borrowed  from  the  emblem 
above  the  fire-altar.     I  incline  to  think  it  the  solar  effigy,  rather  than 
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the  symbol  of  a  Chakravartti,  or  ruler  of  Tmiversal  dominion.  It  ia 
probable  that  this  common  emblem  is  still  preserved  in  the  sun  of  the 
XJjjain  and  Indor  coins  of  the  present  day.  There  is  the  appearance  of 
a  letter  in  front  of  the  face,  but  it  is  ill-defined.  On  the  opposite  side, 
however,  the  two  large  letters  under  the  wheel  are,  most  distinctly,  ^ft^ 
tora,  the  meaning  of  which  remains  a  mystery.  They  are  not  in  the 
same  alphabet  as  that  of  the  preceding  coins,  but  of  the  more  ancient 
Idt  character,  which  accords,  so  &r,  with  the  comparative  superiority  of 
the  engraving. 

(pL  xxzIt.) 

Figs.  1,  2,  3,  from  Stacy's  drawings,  and  4,  5,  from  Swiney's 
coins,  are  closely  allied  to  the  series  just  described ;  the  Indian  bull 
only  being  brought  on  the  reverse,  generally  with  the  retention  of  the 
chakra  under  his  feet  or  on  his  haunches.  The  name  in  front  of  the 
raja's  face  in  figs.  3  and  4  contains  several  recognisable  letters ;  on  fig. 
5  they  are  still  more  distinct,  ^  II%?I  ^  •  It  may  possibly  be  intended 
for  TSn  4|f  Kl^l  8H  mahdrdjd,  leaving  us  still  in  the  dark  for  a  name^ 

On  the  reverse  of  fig.  4,  under  the  bull,  are  the  letters  f^RVipni 
vijaya  vag.  .  .  a  form  that  will  be  found  more  developed  in  another 
branch  of  this  curious  series  below.     [^^^^M  or  ^?] 

In  the  next  variety,  figs.  7  and  8,  of  which  Swiney  boasts  the 
largest  supply,  the  Sassanian  head  is  no  longer  retained,  but  the  ehakra 
remains,  coupled  with  a  kind  of  cross,  which  may  be  read  as  the  syllable 
hi  of  the  old  alphabet.  The  bull  of  the  reverse  is  now  accompanied 
by  an  attendant,  exactly  in  the  fashion  of  the  inferior  Kadphises  or 
OKPO  group  of  the  Mithraic  coins. 

In  the  succeeding  variety,  figs.  9  and  10  (Swiney),  the  ehakra 
gives  place  to  the  Irident  (of  Siva  ?)  and  the  bull  takes  an  attitude 
of  repose  d  la  Nandi.  The  letters  41^11  f|  ^idi  iogu  or  Fedesagu  are 
bounded  by  the  marginal  dots,  and  must  therefore  be  complete,  how- 
ever unintelligible.  "Were  there  room  for  a  final  J^  we  might  con- 
jecturaUy  read  t^l^lf^  Ftde^agupta,  'cherished  by  foreigners;' 
which  would  tally  with  the  notion  of  a  Parthian  interloper. 

In  fig.  11  (which  I  also  engraved  in  the  Kadphises  pi.  [viii.  8] 
of  vol.  iii.)  the  trident  has  the  letters  W  trt,  as  if  for  trisula. 

In  figs.  12  and  18  the  symbol  is  more  like  the  original  fire-altar : 
to  the  former  are  adjoined  the  letters  7|^,  or  perhaps  If^^JRudra,  a 
name  of  Siva. 

In  figs.  14  and  15  (Stacy),  and  16  (Swiney),  the  standing  figure  has 
quitted  the  bull  to  take  the  chief  post  on  the  obverse— the  marginal 
inscription  of  14  commences  with  "^^^  and  the  last  letter  is  ^. 

27 
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In  figs.  17andl8  (Swiney),  tho  bull  is  again  replaced  by  the  ^Aoifw, 
with  two  Sanskrit  letters  ^  or  ^||f — sense  unknown. 

And  now  we  adyanoe,  or  perh&ps  it  would  be  more  correct  to  say 
retrogade,  to  a  much  more  satisfactory  group,  forming,  as  it  were,  a 
link  between  these  Indo-Sassanians,  and  what  hare  been  called  the 
Buddhist  coins. 

The  specimens  of  this  series,  christened  the  'cock  and  bull'  by 
Stacy,  and  first  made  known  by  him,  were  deficient  in  preservation ; 
but  Mr.  Tregear,  of  Jaunpur,  has  since  been  fortunate  enough  to  pro- 
cure a  considerable  quantity  of  yarious  sixes,  with  the  epigraph 
beautifully  distinct  They  were  found  in  company  with  copper  coins 
of  the  Gupta  series,  which  are  in  the  same  style,  both  as  to  the  letters 
and  their  horizontal  situation  in  what  is  called  the  exergue  of  Western 
numismatics.  As  pointed  out  by  Mr.  Tregear,  there  are  three  yaria- 
tions  in  the  reading.  On  20,  and  the  coin  below  it;  IRV^fira 
Siftya  mitata.  On  the  fine  coins,  figs.  21,  22 ;  ^RTl^fm  Soya  miUua, 
And  on  Nob.  19,  23,  24  and  25  :  f^^«|f4fa4l  Vijaya  mitata.  The  yaria- 
ble  portion  of  these,  M^ytf,  Mya,  and  vijaya,  are  evidently  epithets,  '  the 
perfect,' '  the  true,'  'the  victorious,* — ^but  the  name  to  which  they  are  ap- 
plied, miiata,  whether  of  a  person  or  thing,  is,  unfortunately,  only  open  to 
conjecture.  From  the  analogy  of  the  okpo  bull,  and  the  evident  descent 
that  has  been  traced  in  these  plates  to  a  Mithraic  origin,  I  feel  strongly 
inclined  to  read  the  word  flfllil  mitraiya,  *  of  the  true,  the  victorioua 
sun,'  the  Mithras.  MUra  has  also  the  signification  '  ally,'  if  it  be 
preferred  to  confine  the  title  to  a  mundane  ruler. 

If  the  possessive  termination  be  not  made  out,  the  terminal «  may 
possibly  be  used  in  place  of  the  vitarga. 

In  fig.  22,  the  trilingual  symbol  brings  us  directly  to  the  most  exten- 
sive and  oldest  of  our  Hindu  series.  Of  these  we  have,  thanks  to  Mr.  Tre- 
gear and  Colonel  Stacy,  enough  to  fill  another  plate  or  two,  but  they 
must  be  kept  distinct ;  while,  to  close  the  present  plate  more  consis- 
tently, I  have  inserted,  in  figs.  26,  27,  two  small  silver  coins  found  by 
Capt.  Bumes,  at  old  Mandivl,  or  Raipiir  in  Eatch,  having  Saasanian 
heads,  and  reverses  respectively  corresponding  to  figs.  7  and  12. 

The  little  copper  piece  28,  from  the  same  place,  has  the  N&garf 
letters  if^  if^  Sri  Bhkma  :  the  last  letter  uncertain. 

To  balance  these,  I  have  selected  three  copper  coins  of  Swiney's 
store,  on  account  of  their  having  the  ehahra,  or  the  bull,  for  obverse. 
On  No.  81  we  can  read  the  titles  ^ ....  4|f  ||,|^  Sri ,  .  .  mahdrdja ; 
the  name,  as  usual,  provokingly  obscure !     Swiney  reads  it  ganapati. 
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After  wading  through  the  doubtfiil  maze  of  obscurity 
exemplified  by  the  foregoing  coins,  where  we  have  almost 
in  vain  sought  a  feeble  landmark  to  guide  us,  even  as  to 
the  race  or  the  country  whence  they  sprung ;  it  is  quite  a 
relief  to  fall  upon  a  series  of  coins  possessed  of  true  and 
legitimate  value  as  unequivocal  evidence  of  the  truth  of 
history. 

The  peculiar  coins  of  ancient  Ceylon  have  been  long 
known  to  collectors :  they  have  been  frequently  described 
and  depicted  in  books,  and  the  characters  they  bear  iden- 
tified as  the  Devanagari,  but  little  more.  Marsden  and 
Wilson,  as  will  be  seen  below,  are  quite  at  feult  in  regard 
to  them,  and  so  might  we  all  have  remained  had  not  the 
Hon.  Mr.  G.  Tumour  published  his  Epitome  of  the  Cey- 
lon History,  from  the  Buddhist  Chronicles.  TJpon  my  pub- 
lishing, in  pi.  xxiv.  fig.  22,  a  sketch  of  the  coin  which  ranks 
first  in  the  present  plate,  and  suggesting  the  reading 
Sri  Mayabraya  Malla^  I  remarked  that,  although  princes 
of  this  family  name  were  common  in  Nipal,  I  could  find 
none  in  the  Ceylon  list  to  correspond.  This  observation 
elicited  the  following  note  from  Mr.  Tumour,  which,  in 
justice  to  his  sagacious  and  correct  prediction,  ought  to 
have  been  published  long  ago. 

*  Note  ok  HnroxT  Coin,  fig.  22,  of  pi.  1.  [xxiv.]  vol.  iv. — ^In  your 
valuable  paper  on  Hindu  coins,  you  say  that  the  name  of  Malla  does 
not  appear  in  my  Catalogue.  He  is,  doubtless,  identical  with  the  Sahassa 
Mallowa  of  my  'Epitome/  published  in  the  Almanac  of  1833.  In  the 
translation  No.  6  of  the  Inscription  published  in  1834,  you  will  also 
find  him  called  Sahasa  MaUa.     That  inscription  contains  a  date,  which 
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led  to  an  important  correction  in  my  chronological  table,  explained  at 
page  176.  He  commenced  his  reign  in  a.d.  1200.  His  being  a  man- 
her  of  the  Ealinga  royal  family — ^his  boastful  Tisits  to  Indiaf — and 
Dambodinia  (which  you  haye  called  IKpaldfnna)  becoming  the  capital 
in  about  thirty  years  after  his  reign,  where  the  former  similar  coins 
were  found— all  tend  to  shew  that  the  coin  in  question  may  be  safely 
given  to  him.  You  will  observe  also  by  the  inscription  that  his  title 
was  *  Siiri  Sangaba  Eilinga  Wijaya  bahu,'  sumamed  '  Sahasa  ICalla.' 
Kand^,  lltAMareh,  1836.  GxOBOE  TvKSOVR.* 

There  was  no  other  Malla  in  the  list,  and  therefore 
the  assignment  was  probable ;  but  I  laid  little  stress  on  it 
from  the  total  yarianoe  of  the  rest  of  the  name.  In 
August,  1836,  Capt.  Ord,  of  Eandy,  sent  me  impressions 
of  the  coins  he  had  met  with,  and  pointed  out  that  the 
first  letter  of  the  third  line  was  not  formed  like  fr,  but 
open,  like  i^.  To  pursue  the  train  of  small  causes  leading 
to  an  important  result,  when  lithographing  the  Dihli 
Inscription  of  the  10th  century  in  vol.  v,  page  726,  the 
very  first  letter,  ^,  struck  me  as  resembling,  in  the  square- 
ness of  its  form  (fl)  the  Ceylonese  letter  I  had  before 
mistaken  for  v.  The  enigma  was  thus  in  a  moment 
solved,  and  every  subsequent  reading  (for  coins  of  this 
prince  are  exceedingly  common,  compared  with  others} 
has  confirmed  the  reading  ift  4i(Mlf4l4ii  Sri  mat  S&haaa 
Mallaj  in  accordance  with  Tumour's  conjecture.  In 
some  few  specimens  the  t  of  mat  is  either  omitted  through 
Ignorance,  or  worn  away ;  but  in  general  it  is  quite  dis- 
tinct, Marsden's  reading  was  yrtt  ^[^  ^n  Mayd  daya 
malla. 

The  ice  once  broken,  it  became  comparatively  easy  to 
find  owners  for  all  the  other  specimens  either  published 
in  former  notices,  or  existing  unpublished  in  cabinets  in 
the  Island. 
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Capt.  Ord,  not  content  with  sending  me  drawings  of 
those  in  his  possession,  kindly  transmitted  the  coins 
themselves,  allowing  me  to  retain  the  duplicates.  Mr, 
Tumour  also  generously  presented  to  me  some  coins  lately 
dug  up  in  the  ruins  of  the  old  city  of  Montollee  by  Mr. 
Giflford,  Assist.  Surveyor  General.  So  that,  including 
the  gold  coin  sent,  me  six  years  ago  by  Sir  W.  Horton 
himself,  and  the  coins  in  the  Society's  Cabinet  from 
Dipaldinna  (which  are  of  the  same  class  precisely)  I  am 
now  in  a  condition  to  issue  a  fall  plate  of  this  type,  pre- 
serving a  degree  of  chronological  order  in  their  arrange- 
ment. 

The  device  on  all  these  coins  is  the  same — a  rude 
standing  figure,  or  raja,  on  the  obverse,  holding  a  flower 
in  the  left  hand,  and  an  instrument  of  warfare  in  the 
right.  The  skirts  of  the  dress  are  rudely  depicted  on 
either  side  of  the  body,  and  the  fold  of  the  dhoti  falls  be- 
tween his  legs,  which  being  taken  for  a  tail,  has  led 
some  to  call  him  Hanuman,  but  I  think  without  reason : 
there  are  five  dots  and  a  fiower  to  the  right.  On  the  re- 
verse the  same  figure  is  more  rudely  depicted  in  a  sitting 
attitude.  The  mode  of  expressing  the  face  is  altogether 
unique  in  the  history  of  perverted  art. 

Fig.  1,  the  gold  coin  sent  me  by  Sir  W.  Horton,  has  the  inscription, 
^  1I%^T  '^  Zankeswara,  on  the  side  of  the  seated  raja. 

This  name  I  presume  to  be  the  minister  Lokaifwara  of  Mr.  Tumour's 
table,  who  usurped  the  throne  during  the  Sholian  subjection  in  the 
eleventh  century  (a.i>.  1060) ;  but  he  is  not  included  among  the  regular 
sovereigns,  and  the  coin  may  therefore  belong  to  another  usurper  of  the 
same  name  who  drove  out  the  queen  Lflavati  in  a.d.  1215,  and  reigned 
for  a  year.  The  Ceylon  ministers  seem  partial  to  the  name :  one  is 
called  Lankanath. 

Fig.  2,  a  copper  coin,  copied  from  Marsden,  but  found  also  in  Mr. 
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LuBan*  drawingBy  HMmg^  I  haye  not  seen  llie  aetoal  caiiL  The  name  is 
^  t^mi  ^XW  Sri  Vijaya  bdku,  (ICanden  makes  the  kst  word  IR^ 
gada,  erroneously.) 

There  are  several  princes  in  the  list  of  this  name :  the  first  and 
most  celebrated  was  proclaimed  in  his  infancy  in  the  interregnum  above 
alluded  to,  a.d.  1071,  and  reigned  for  fifty  years.  He  expelled  the 
Sholians  from  tiie  island^  and  re-established  the  Buddhist  supremacy. 

Fig.  8,  a  copper  coin  givoi  to  me  by  Capt.  Ord.  One  is  engraved 
in  the  *  Asiatic  Eeseaiches,'  and  is  doubtingly  interpreted  SH  ^dma 
ndth,  by  WOson.  From  many  examples,  however,  it  is  clearly 
^  M<l4iH^IV  SH  Pardkrams  hdhu.  The  first  of  this  name  was 
crowned  at  FoUonnarowe,  ▲.!>.  1153,  and  sustained  for  thirty-three 
years  the  most  martial,  enterprizing,  and  glorious  reign  in  Singhalese 
history. 

Fig.  4.  Among  the  coins  dug  up  at  MontoUee  were  several  small 
ones  of  the  same  prince.  Sri  Pardkrama  bdhu  fills  the  field  of  the 
reverse. 

Fig.  5.  This  coin,  one  of  the  new  acquisitions,  has  the  name 
^  TTV^hWT^nft  Sri  Edja  Lildvatif  another  celebrated  person  in 
Singhalese  history.  She  was  the  widow  of  the  FaWlkrama  just  named ; 
married  Kfrti,  the  minister  of  one  of  his  successors,  not  of  the  royal 
line,  who  was  put  aside,  and  the  kingdom  governed  in  her  name  fixim 
A.n.  1202  until  she  was  deposed  by  S&hasa  MaUa.  She  was  twice 
afterwards  restored. 

Fig.  6,  of  Sri  mat  Sdhasa  MaUa,  has  already  been  described.  The 
date  assigned  to  this  prince  in  the  table  is  1205  ▲.b.  or  1748  a.b.  ;  a 
date  confirmed  by  a  rock  inscription  at  Pollonarowe,  translated  and 
published  in  the  Ceylon  Almanac  for  1834,  p.  190.  He  again  was 
deposed  by  his  minister  Nikanga. 

Fig.  7,  ^  V^nft^l^  Srt  DhartM  Atoka^d&va,  a  prince  of  a  very 
imposing  Buddhistic  name,  who  was  placed  on  the  throne  at  the  age 
of  three  months,  but  of  whom  nothing  farther  is  said.  The  podrait 
would  lead  us  to  suppose  him  of  mature  age. 

Fig.  8.  "We  here  pass  over  a  period  of  turbulence  and  continual  inva- 
sions from  Chola,  Fandia  and  Kalinga,  and  arrive  at  a  coin  of  ^fhl^l^ 
mw  Sri  Bhaodneka  hdhu,  who  seized  the  throne,  on  his  brother's  as- 
sassination by  a  minister,  in  a.d.,  1303.  In  his  reign,  the  Fandian 
general,  Ariya  Chakravartti,  took  Tapahu,  the  capital,  and  carried 
off  the  Dalada  relic,  so  much  prized  by  the  Buddhists  of  Ceylon. 

Fig.  9.  We  now  come  to  a  name  of  less  certainty  than  the  fore- 
going, and  possibly  not  belonging  to  the  Island,  for  it  is  one  of  a 
large  quantity  of  coins  found  by  Col.  Mackenzie,  at  Dfpaldinna  or 
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Amar&Tati,  on  the  contment  of  India, — a  name  so  wmilur  to  the  Damba- 
dinia,  where  many  of  the  Ceylon  coins  were  diflcovered,  that,  seeing  the 
COLDS  were  identical,  I  supposed  at  first  the  places  must  be  so  likewise. 
The  uppermost  letter  is  cut  oflT.  The  next  two  below  are  decidedly 
H,  and  under  the  arm  we  find  ^  and  ^.  The  most  legitimate  con- 
text would  be  ^  (Ttjm  i:WT  Sri  Gqfa  Rdjd  (a.d.  1127),  but  the  ^ 
is  hardly  allowable. 

There  are  many  small  coins  (10  and  II)  from  the  same  place, 
reading,  like  it,  the  same  indefinite  title  "^pil  rdja^  to  which  no  better 
place  can  be  assigned. 

Pig.  12.  Here  again  is  a  common  variety  of  the  Dfpaldfnna  series, 
which  was  thought  utterly  hopeless,  until  Mr.  Tumour  favoured  me 
with  drawings  of  Mr.  lizars'  collection.  Two  of  these  (figs.  13  and 
14),  exhibit  a  new  type  of  reverse,  the  Indian  bull  Nandi,  which  may 
possibly  betoken  a  temporary  change  in  the  national  religion.  The 
legend  beneath  I  immediately  recognized  as  identical  with  the  flourish 
on  fig.  12,  turning  tiie  latter  sideways  to  read  it  What  it  may  be, 
is  a  more  difficult  question.  The  first  letter  bears  a  striking 
analogy  to  the  vowel  $  of  the  Southern  alphabets ;  but  if  so,  by  what 
alphabet  is  the  remainder  to  be  interpreted  ?  for  it  may  be  equivocally 
read  hetyay  henya,  ehetya,  and  perhaps  Chanda  or  Nanda,  The  last 
alone  is  the  name  of  a  great  conqueror  in  the  Cholian  and  other 
Southern  annals,  but  it  would  be  wrong  to  build  upon  so  vague  an 
assumption.  It  is,  at  any  rate,  probable  that  the  'bull'  device  is  a 
subsequent  introduction,  because  we  find  it  continued  into  the  Hala 
Kanara  coins  below. 

Fig.  15,  of  the  Society's  cabinet,  a  thick  well-preserved  coin,  has 
a  device  one  step  less  recognizable  as  a  human  figure  on  the  obverse, 
but  the  bull  very  neatly  executed  on  the  reverse,  and  in  front  of  him 
the  N^agari  letters  ^  vi,  as  if  of  Vkra  hdhu,  1398  ? 

Pigs.  20  and  21 .  In  these  the  upright  figure  has  quite  disappeared,  or 
is  dwindled  to  a  mere  sceptre  :  leaving  space  around  for  the  insertion 
of  a  legend  in  the  old  Kanarese  character,  of  which  an  alphabet  was 
given  in  my  last  number.  It  is,  unluckily,  not  complete,  but  the 
Kanara  letters  . .  da  eha . . .  rdya  are  very  distinct. 

But  before  touching  such  modem  specimens,  I* should  perhaps 
have  noticed  a  few  other  genuine  old  coins;  some,  as  fig.  16,  having 
a  bull  and  two  fish ;  others,  as  fig.  24,  having  a  9inha  and  four  dots. 
They  were  all  dug  up  at  MontoUee  with  the  rest. 

These  symbolical  coios  without  names  agree  la  every  respect  with 
the  numerous  class  of  Buddhist  coins  found  in  India,  and  fellows  to 
them  may  be  pointed  out  among  the  Amar&rati  coins,  as  figs.  17,  19, 
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of  the  bull  kind,  tbe  levene  plain  or  uncertain;  one  mach  resem- 
bling a  ship;  and  fig.  25,  a  prettQy-ezecuted  brass  coin  of  a  harse. 

One  fr&ementy  ^.  18,  of  the  sitting  bnll,  from  MontoUee,  has  the 
letters  ^ftWt  -  •  W^  in  the  K&garf  character  on  the  rerene. 

The  two  TOfy  small  coins,  22,  23,  retain  some  of  Hie  Ceylon  sym- 
bols, the  anchor-Bhaped  weapon  (of  Hannmin?)  in  particular;  but 
to  show  how  cautious  we  must  be  in  receiving  as  equally  old  all  the 
coins  found  buried  together  in  the  same  locality,  I  hare  given  as  the 
finale  to  this  plate,  one  of  the  Montdllee  specimens  (fig.  26)  which, 
however  mystified  by  Ihe  ignorance  of  the  die-engraver,  I  cannot 
interpret  otherwise  than  as  an  old  Butch  paisi,  stamped  on  both  sides 
I  8t,  or  one-eighth  of  a  stiver !  A  Seringapatam  paisd  with  '  xx.  cash  ' 
(written  invertedly,  '  balo  xx.')  has  often  puzaled  amateur  collectors  in 
the  same  manner. 
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XVI.— THE  LEGENDS  OP  THE  SATJRiSHTRA  GROUP 
OF  COINS  DECYPHERED. 

[  I  have  reprinted  this  article  without  alteration  or  amend- 
ment. Prinsep  himself  will  be  seen  to  have  greatly  improved 
upon  it,  in  a  subsequent  paper  (Art.  xix).] 

Those  who  would  deprecate  the  study  of  old  coins  as  a  useless  and  uninteresting 
waste  of  time  and  ingenuity,  frequently  mistake  the  means  for  the  end,  and  suppose 
us  to  be  enamoured  of  the  yery  defects  of  the  barbarous  specimens  of  ancient  art  we 
seek  out  with  such  ardour,  rather  than  gire  ua  credit  for  being  impelled  by  the  desire 
of  looking,  through  them,  at  the  history  of  the  times  they  faintly  but  certainly  pour- 
tray.  Twice  has  our  small  band  of  collectors  been  enabled  to  oppose  a  triumphant 
reply  to  such  sceptics  eyen  with  the  unpromising  materials  of  purely  Indian  relics, 
without  counting  the  splendid  but  more  natural  haryest  in  ancient  Bactria.  The 
dynasty  of  the  Guptas  in  Central  and  Eastern  India,  and  that  of  the  Buddhist  r&jaa 
of  Ceylon,  form  two  unequiyocal  lines  of  history  deyeloped,  or  confirmed,  by  the 
unlying  eyidence  of  coins.  J  am  now  happy  in  being  able  to  produce  a  third  series 
for  the  west  of  India,  equally  well  filled  as  to  names,  and  of  greater  interest  than 
either  of  the  preyioua  discoyeries,  on  seyeral  accounts,  aa  will  presently  be  manifest. 

I  haye  giyen  the  name  of  Saurftahtra  series  to  the  coins  depicted  in  pi.  zxyiii., 
because  they  haye  principally  been  found  at  Mandiii,  Puragarh,  Bhoj,  and  other 
ancient  towns  in  Katch,  KattSw&r,  and  Gnjar&t,  the  'Surastrene'  of  the  Greeks, 
which  comprehended  from  the  Sindh  or  Indus  to  Barugaza  (Baroch)  on  the  confines 
of  Ariake,  or  India  proper,  and  which  cannot  but  be  identical  with  the  Saur&shtra 
of  Sanskrit  authorities.^  The  specimens  before  me  when  engraying  the  plate  alluded 
to,  were  not  yery  distinct,  and  I  could  not  then  make  out  more  than  a  few  of  the 
letters,  which  were  seen  at  once  to  belong  to  a  peculiar  form  of  ancient  NftgarL 

Success  in  other  quarters  brought  me  back  to  the  promising  field  of  Saur&shtra, 
made  more  promising  by  the  accession  of  some  fresh  coins  from  Mr.  Wathen  of  Bom- 
bay, and  Capt.  Bumes,  whereon  the  legends  were  more  complete. 

While  thus  engaged,  I  receiyed  from  Capt.  Harkness,  along  with  a  copy  of  the 
Society's  'Journal,'  No.  yi.*  (which  also  contains  a  notice  by  Prof.  Wilson  of  one 
coin  of  this  group,  but  without  decipherment')  a  couple  of  beautifrdly-ezeeuted 

1  See  preceding  note  on  the  birth-place  of  Ikshw&ku,  p.  349. 

»  n  Jour.  Eoy.  As.  Soc.',  vol.  iy.  pp.  273-397.] 

>  rrof.  Wilson  has  inadyertently  assumed  in  his  note,  on  my  authority,  that  these 
coins  are  known  by  the  name  of  Oadhia-kd  paisdy  or  '  ass-money.'  It  was  not  to 
this  description,  but  to  a  yery  degenerate  descendant  of  the  Indo-Parthian  coinage, 
generally  of  copper,  tiiat  Capt.  Bumes  stated  the  name  to  be  applied. 
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pUtet  of  a  fine  collection  of  these  Hune  coins  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Stennrt,  who 
made  a  tour  through  India  a  few  yean  since.  The  plates  appear  to  hare  heen 
execated  in  Italy ;  and  as  no  explanation  occnrs,  I  presume  they  have  heen  drcolated 
to  the  Tariotts  Oriental  Societies  in  the  hope  of  getting  the  legends  deciphered. 
Encouraged  and  aided  hy  this  accession  of  materials,  I  proceeded,  according  to  the 
plan  that  succeeded  so  well  with  the  Bactro-Pehlri  inscriptions,  to  separate  and  ana- 
lyse the  conformahle  portion,  or  the  tiUes  common  to  all  tiie  coins,  and  afterwards  to 
dassify  the  unconformable  portion,  which  of  course  would  include  the  proper  names. 

In  this  manner  I  was  soon  fortunate  enough  to  discoTer  a  key  to  the  whole  in  the 
yalue  of  one  or  two  anomalous-looking  letters  wluch  had  hitherto  deceited  me  by  their 
resemblance  to  members  of  other  ancient  Sanskrit  alphabets.  I  must  acknowledge  some 
assirtance  from  Wathen's  Sindhi  Grammar,  from  which  I  found  that  there  was  an  absence 
of  Towel-marks  in  the  modem  alphabet  of  the  country,  and  hence  I  was  not  unprepared 
to  find  the  same  omission  in  the  more  ancient  one.  Another  preparatory  step  was  deriTcd 
fit)m  the  Tregear  legends  of  last  month's  plate,  ending  in  nittaM,  which  I  Tcntured  to  con- 
strue as  the  corrupted  or  PfidS  mode  of  expressing  the  Sanskrit  possessiTC  case,  mt/roiya. 
A  similar  ^  was  peroeiyed  following  putra^  which  left  little  doubt  that  the 
word  was  ^^^f  for  ^^^  *  of  the  son,'  which,  by  the  idiom  of  the  language, 
would  be  the  final  word  of  the  sentence,  and  would  require  all  the  preceding  members 
of  it  to  be  in  the  genitiTe  case. 

The  letter  E.  J  occurred  in  the  body  of  one  or  two  of  the  legends  in  its  simple 
state,  whereas  in  the  initial  word,  which  could  not  but  be  rtfy'Of  it  was  prolonged 
below,  shewing  that  another  letter  was  subjoined,  while,  sometimes,  the  tisaiga  fol- 
lowed it.  This  could  be  in  no  wise  explained  but  by  supposing  it  the  possessiTe  case  of 
TTWT  (TTIT  ^^f*^)  ^0  double  letter  being  not  at  that  early  date  replaced  by  a 
compound  symbol. 

'The  same  observation  will  apply  to  all  the  other  double  letters,  mn,  <r,  dr^  sv,  f9, 
which  are,  in  this  alphabet,  made  by  the  subjunction  of  the  second  letter  without 
diminution.  Hence  the  peculiar  elongation  of  many  of  the  letters,  which  was  at  first 
thought  characteristic  of  the  whole  alphabet ;  it  turns  out,  howerer,  to  belong  only  to 
the  letter  r,  which  is  thus  distinguished  from  the  m,  t,  and  h. 

The  second  word  of  the  title  I  read  «|^«f^,  for  Vf^fif^  kritrwuupa,  genitive 
of  kritrima;  which  is  translated  in  Wilson's  Dictionary  'made,  factitious,  an  adopted 
MM  (for  kritrima-putra).'  The  latter  sense  was  inadmissible,  because  it  so  happened 
that  the  name  of  the  actual  fkther  was,  in  every  case,  inserted,  and  the  same  tide  was 
also  applied  to  him.  The  only  manner,  therefore,  in  which  the  term  could  be  rendered 
was  by  *  elected '  *  adopted  '—(by  the  people,  or  by  the  feudal  chiefs  of  the  country)— a 
designation  entirely  new  in  Indian  numismatics,  and  leading  to  a  highly  interesting 
train  of  reflection,  to  which  I  must  presentiy  recur.  Sometimes  the  epithet  makd  is 
affixed — ^not  to  r&ja,  but  to  kritrima^  as  rt(;'a  fnahd  kriirima^  the  <  great  or  spedal 
elected  king ' — as  ^  in  these  cases  he  had  been  the  unanimous  choice  of  his  people, 
while  in  the  others  he  was  installed  merely  by  the  stronger  party  in  the  state. 

In  every  instance  but  one  the  rftja  is  stated  to  be  the  son  of  a  r&ja;  and  it  is 
quite  natural  to  expect  that  a  prince,  unless  he  were  very  unpopnlar,  would  have  in- 
fluence to  secure  the  succession  in  his  own  fiunily.  In  the  case  forming  the  exception 
to  this  rule,  the  rfija  is  the  son  of  a  Swfiimin  or  Sw&mi,  a  general  term  for  brithman 
or  religious  person.  I  have  therefore  placed  him  at  the  head  of  this  line,  although 
it  does  not  follow  that  in  an  elective  government  the  regular  succession  may  not  have 
been  set  aside  in  favor  of  an  influential  commoner. 
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Among  all  the  ootns  hitherto  examined,  nine  Tarieties  only  have  been  diacovercd. 
Of  these,  seyeral  can  be  traced  from  &ther  to  son  in  regular  succession.  Others 
again  spring  from  the  same  father,  as  if  brothers  had  succeeded,  in  fault  of  heirs 
direct,  or  from  yoluntary  supersession;  but  we  know  that  in  Indian  families  the 
same  names  frequently  occur  in  the  same  order  of  filiation ;  so  that,  unless  accom- 
panied by  a  date,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  decide  whether  the  indiyidnals  are  the  same 
in  every  case  of  similar  names. 

The  features  on  the  obverse  might  serve  as  a  ghide  in  many  cases,  for  they  (as  I 
have  before  remarked)  are  executed  with  a  skill  and  delicacy  quite  Grecian ;  but  it 
will  be  seen  below  that  I  doubt  their  representing  the  individual  named  on  the  reverse. 

I  have  lithographed  in  pi.  xxxvi.  the  several  varieties  of  legend,  as  corrected  and 
classified,  after  careful  examination  of  Steuart's  plates,  with  all  the  coins  in  our 
respective  cabinets,  as  well  as  the  sketches  I  have  been  favored  with  of  others  by 
Wathen.  I  have  not  time  to  engrave  the  coins  themselves,  of  which  indeed  the 
former  plate  will  give  a  dear  idea,  for  they  are  all  the  same  in  size  and  appearance, 
varying  a  little  in  the  countenance  of  the  prince.  Their  average  weight  is  about 
thirty  grains,  agreeing  in  this  respect  with  the  koreet  mentioned  by  Hamilton  as 
struck  *  in  Cutch,  four  to  a  rupee,  by  the  Baos  and  J&ms  of  Noonagar,  with  Hindu! 
characters.'  ^ 

Legend  No.  1.  Of  this  there  are  four  examples  in  Steuarf  s  plate.  I  had  one 
from  Wathen,  *  which  passed  into  Capt.  Cunningham's  possession  by  exchange.  Adding 
the  mdtras  or  vowels,  and  correcting  the  possessive  termination,  the  legend  will  be,  in 
modem  characters : — 

Jt^fna  kritrimatya  Rudra  Sdhatya,  Swdmi  Janadanut-putraaya, 
in  English,  *  (Coin)  of  the  elected  king  Eudra  86h,  son  of  Sw&mi  Janadama.' 
The  letter  beginning  the  words  nodmi,  in  the  majority  of  Mr.  Steuarf  s  figures,  is 
^,  in  lieu  of  iig.  In  one  of  his,  and  in  mine  (or  rather  Capt  Presootf  s  coin),  the 
orthography  is  correct.  There  may  be  a  little  doubt  about  the  n  in  JanadamOfWhich. 
U  rather  indistinct,  but  I  think  the  dot  at  the  foot  of  the  line  decisive. 

Legend  No.  2.  Of  this  there  are  likewise  four  coins  engraved.  We  have  none  in 
Calcutta.    The  words  run : — 

£<^  kritrimaaya  Xgadamnay  r<ffna  kritrimatya  Rudra  8dh  putnuya^ 
<  Of  the  elected  king  Agadama,  son  of  the  elected  king  Rudra  S6h.' 

The  simple  title,  r<^'a,  of  the  father,  makes  it  probable  that  he  is  the  preceding 
prince,  whose  son  therefore  succeeded  him  under  the  same  system  of  election. 

Legend  No.  3.  Two  coins  in  the  Steuart  collection : — 

Rf^nah  kritrimoiya  Viradamnah,  r^fna  mahd  kritrimaaya  Datna  Sdhaaya  putratya, 
*  Of  the  elected  king  Yiradamna,  son  of  the  great  elected  king  Dama  S&h.' 
In  these  examples  we  have  the  correct  orthography  of  the  genitives,  with  one 
superfluous  ^  attached  to  the  penultimate,  Sdha,  which,  being  connected  with  tho 
word  putraaya,  did  not  grammatically  require  the  affix.  Dama  8&h,  the  father,  is  most 
probably  a  different  person  from  the  Agadamna  of  the  last  coin.  His  title  is  more 
important,  though  that  of  his  son  again  falls  to  the  former  level.    We  have  as  yet 

1  Hamilton's  *  Hindostan,'  i.  654.  >  Found  by  Capt.  Trescott  in  Gujar&t. 
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no  coinB  of  Dama  S&h  himself,  though,  by  this  happy  insertion  of  the  fiithen,  we 
obtain  two  names  with  each  specimen. 
Legend  No.  4.  Fonr  coins  in  Steoart's  pUites — ^none  in  Calcutta : — 

*  Of  the  great  elected  king  Rudra  S&h,  son  of  the  elected  king  Viradama.' 
Nothing  inyites  remark  in  the  orthography  of  this  legend,  bat  the  insertion  of  the 

Yisarga  in  one  place,  and  its  omission  in  another.  Rndra  S&h  is  a  direct  descendant 
of  the  last  r&ja. 

Legend  No.  6.  Two  coins  in  the  Stenart  list— two  in  my  cabinet,  one  in  Capt. 
Cunningham's : — 

*  Of  the  elected  king  Vifwa  S&h,  son  of  the  great  elected  king  Rndra  Sfch.' 
Another  regular  succession.     It  is  curious  that  the  tiaaiga  is  not  inserted  at 

random,  but  where  it  has  been  once  giyen  the  engrayer  seems  to  haye  considered  it 
necessary  to  repeat  it,  as  he  does  also  to  conform  to  the  modification  of  the  letter^  in 
rtlfa. 

Legend  No.  6.  Three  Stenart  coins,  one  Prinsep  (from  Bumes*  collection),  and  one 
in  8winey*8  cabinet : — 

Tn  «if  iaf^<(<s  mf^^u  Tm  «if  iaf^*iMi  ^»rwf  ^^^ 

*  Of  the  great  elected  king  Atridamna,  son  of  the  great  elected  Idng  Rudra  S&h.* 
Here  we  haye,  in  all  probability,  a  second  son  of  Rudra  S&h,  through  failure  of 

heirs  male  to  Yi^wa  S&h.  I  write  Atri  for  euphony,  as  the  most  likely  disposition  of 
the  yowels,  none  being  expressed  but  the  initiiil  o,  which,  as  in  tiie  modem  Sindhi, 
seryes  for  all  yowels  equally  well. 

Legend  No.  7.  Including  Nos.  9  to  12  of  the  Stenart  plate:  two  in  my  cabinet, 
one  in  Capt  Cunningham's,  and  one  in  Dr.  Swiney's : — 

*  Of  the  elected  king  Yi^wa  S&h,  son  of  the  great  elected  king  Atridama.' 

This  second  Yi^wa  is  shorn  of  his  father's  distinction,  mahd.  He  does  not  appear 
to  haye  left  a  son  to  take  his  place,  being  in  the  same  predicament  (as  far  as  our  in- 
formation goes)  as  his  namesake,  the  son  of  Rudra. 

Legend  No.  8.  Three  coins,  25,  26,  and  27  of  Stenart,  and  two  in  my  series — one 
lately  reedy  ed  from  Wathen,  and  perfect  in  its  circle  of  letters : — 

<  Of  the  great  elected  king  Yijaya  S&h,  son  of  the  great  elected  king  Dama  S&h.* 
This  r&ja  is  eridently  out  of  place ;  being  a  son  of  Dama  S&h,  he  should  haye 

come  before  Yiradama,  who  had  a  son.    I  did  not  perceiye  the  mistake  until  after  the 

plate  was  lithographed. 

Legend  No.  9.  Of  this  there  is  only  one  specimen  in  the  Steuart  collection,  to 

which  I  am  able  to  add  two.    Tod's  plate  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Asiatic 

Society,  contains  one.    The  inscription  exceeds  all  the  rest  in  length  :— 

*  Of  the  great  elected  king  Sw&mi  Rudra  S&h,  son  of  the  great  elected  king  Sw&mi 
Rudra  Dama.' 

These  two  names  stand  insulated  from  all  the  rest,  and  the  only  test  by  which  we 
can  attempt  to  supply  them  with  a  fit  position  in  the  Ust,  is  the  form  of  the  letter  ^ 
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which  is  decidedly  of  the  earlier  model.    These  two  kings  may,  therefore,  come  oon- 
yeniently  into  the  break  after  Agadama,  the  second  on  our  list. 

We  may  now  proceed  to  sum  them  op  in  the  order  thos  conjecturally  determined. 

ELBCmSD  SOYERSIOMB  OF  KATCH    (sAVrXsHTRA  ?) 

1.  Rudra  S&h,  son  of  a  priyate  individoal,  Sw&mi  Janadama. 

2.  Agadama,  his  son. 

(Here  the  connection  is  broken). 

3.  Sw&mi  Rudra  Dama. 

4.  Sw&mi  Rudra  S&h,  his  son. 

(Here  the  connection  is  again  broken). 
6.  Dama  S&h,  of  whom  no  coins  are  extant. 

6.  Yijaya  S&h,  his  son. 

7.  Vira  Dama,  another  son  of  Dama  S&h. 

8.  Rudra  S&h,  son  of  Vira. 

9.  Vi^wa  S&h,  son  of  Rudra. 

10.  Atridama,  also  son  of  Rudra. 

11.  Yi^wa  S&h,  son  of  Atridama. 

Thus  we  have  eleven  kings,  with  only  two  breaks  in  the  succession,  deyeloped  by 
this  very  interesting  series  of  minute  silver  coins.  Eleven  kings,  at  the  usual  average 
of  eighteen  years  per  reign,  wiU  run  through  a  space  of  just  two  centuries.  Yet 
where  need  we  seek  for  a  single  trace  of  such  a  dynasty  in  any  of  the  works  of  the 
Hindis,  when  of  the  Guptas  reigning  in  the  Central  provinces  the  memory  is  but 
faintly  shadowed  in  some  of  the  spurious  Pur&nas }  It  would  be  more  unnatural  to 
hope  for  any  allusion  to  a  remote  kingdom  of  the  West,  like  Katch,  in  the  books  of  the 
Br6hmans ;  and  unless  we  can  find  something  to  the  purpose  in  the  numerons  inscrip- 
tions from  Gim&r  and  Junagarh,  we  may,  as  far  as  the  Hindiis  are  concerned,  but  have 
added  a  barren  list  of  names  to  the  numerous  pedigrees  already  collected  by  Tod  and 
others,  with  the  advantage,  however,  always  considerable,  of  their  being  entitled  to 
perfect  confidence. 

From  the  Persian  historians,  here  and  there,  may  be  picked  up  an  incidental  notice 
of  great  value,  regarding  the  internal  affairs  of  India ;  but  the  names  are  so  changed 
and  confounded  with  titles,  that  it  is  sometimes  hard  to  recognize  them.  One  of  these 
notices,  quoted  by  Col.  Pottinger  in  his  history  of  Sinde,*  seems  to  throw  an  im- 
portant light  upon  the  point  before  us.  After  noticing  the  utter  absence  of  any 
information  on  the  dark  age  between  the  Macedonian  expedition  and  the  incursions  of 
the  Musalm&ns,  this  authqr  says — '  The  native  princes  are  not  mentioned  by  name  in 
all  the  manuscripts  I  have  perused,  until  the  time  of  the  celebrated  Khoosroo  (Nour- 
sherwan)  king  of  Persia,^  who  has  sent  a  large  army  and  ravaged  the  western  frontier 
of  Sasee  R&ja's  dominons ;  which  are  described,  including  his  tributaries,  to  have 
extended  on  the  north  to  the  present  provinces  of  Kashmeer  and  Eabool ;  southward 
to  S&rat  and  the  island  now  called  Diu ;  westward  along  the  sea  coast  to  Mukran,  and 
eastward  to  the  provinces  of  M&rw&r,  Bikanir,  etc." 

Col.  Pottinger  states  that  the  r&j&'s  name  was  Subeer  Singh ;  but  this  may  be  the 
learned  mode  of  expanding  the  original '  Sa-See'  into  a  genuine  Sanskrit  name.  He 
was  killed  and  his  country  plundered,  but  after  the  enemy  had  retired  with  their  spoil, 
two  princes  of  the  same  dynasty  succeeded  and  reigned  with  great  vigour  and  equity, 

*  Pottingcr's  *  Travels  in  Beloochistan,'  p.  386. 

^  N(ishirv&n  fiourished  about  the  middle  of  the  sixth  century.  He  was  contem- 
porary with  the  Roman  emperors,  Justinian  and  Justin. 
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reptiring  tlie  forts  of  Sehwim,  Moo,  Ucha,  Nfcriyan-kol,  etc.,  which  had  fidlen  to 
decay  nnder  their  peaoeftil  projeniton.  The  aeoond  prince,  reiigiiing  himaelf  to 
senaaal  pleasorea,  left  the  conduct  of  affairs  to  his  minister,  during  whose  Olness  a 
yoong  br&hman  of  his  office,  named  Chnch,  having  occasion  to  Tisit  the  king  in  the 
seraglio,  was  seen  and  loyed  by  the  qaeen,  and  on  the  death  of  the  king  they  married 
and  hroaf^t  about  a  rerolation  which  placed  him  on  the  throne.  *  Such,'  says  the 
hirtnrian,  'was  the  cloae  of  the  race  of  R6ia  Bases,  which  had  goyemed  the  ki]:^onis 
of  Sinde  for  upwaids  of  two  tiioesaad  years ;  whoae  princes  at  one  period  reoeiTed 
tribute  from  eleyen  dependent  kingdoms,  and  who  had  set  the  threats  of  the  greatest 
monarchs  of  the  world  at  defiance.* 

Now  the  word  Saaee,  the  general  name  of  the  royal  line,  has  a  much  greater  affinity 
with  S&ha  (genitiye  S&hasa)  than  with  Subeer  Sin^— and  this  name  we  find  borne 
by  seyen  out  of  the  eleven  princes  whose  names  have  been  thus  fortunately  preseryed. 
BCany  other  considerations  might  be  adduced  in  favor  of  their  identity.  A  commercial 
maritime  kingdom  situated  in  Saur&shtra  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Indus,  would  natu- 
rally extend  its  sway  up  the  valley  of  that  river  and  its  branches.  From  its  wealth 
and  liberal  fonn  of  government,  it  would  be  stable  and  powerful,  especially  under  a 
tributary  treaty  (in  general  punctually  performed)  with  the  great  monarch  of  Persia 
the  chief  enemy  ci^ble  of  doing  it  injury.  The  antiquity  assigned  to  this  Sindian^ 
or  early  Indian  kingdom,  fhrther  agrees  with  the  tradition  of  Iksw6ku*s  residenee, 
and  the  migration  of  his  sons  eastward,  and  with  all  we  have  remarked  (in  a  previous 
paper)  regarding  the  origin  of  the  commercial  classes  throughout  modem  India. 

But,  if  the  dynasty  of  the  S&ha  or  Sasi  rfcjas,  of  which  we  may  now  fix  the  ter- 
mination  towards  the  close  of  the  sixth  century,  extended  backwards  for  two  thousand 
years  or  even  a  quarter  of  that  period,  we  should  find  some  mention  of  it  by  Alex- 
ander's historian,  or  by  his  namesake  the  commercial  Arrian,  who  visited  this  very 
kingdom  in  the  second  century  of  our  era.  The  elder  Arrian  affords  but  little  to  aid 
us.  In  the  descent  of  the  Indus,  some  petty  chiefr,  as  Musicanus,  Oxykanus  and 
Sambus  are  encountered  and  overthrown ;  but  we  hear  of  no  paramount  sovereign  in 
Patalene.  Indeed,  from  the  pains  taken  in  rendering  Pattala  more  habitable,  by 
digging  wells  and  inviting  back  the  fleeing  population,  it  might  be  argued  that  it 
could  not  have  been  a  place  of  much  importance  prior  to  Alexander's  visit. 

The  capital  of  the  province  had  changed  in  the  second  Arrian's  time,  to  Minfigara, 
*  the  residence  of  a  sovereign,  whose  power  extended  as  &r  as  Baragaza  in  Gujar&t. 
The  government  was  in  the  hands  of  a  tribe  of  Parthians  divided  into  two  parties ; 
each  party  as  it  prevailed  chose  a  king  out  of  its  own  body,  and  drove  out  the  king 
of  the  opposite  fisction :  mnf^x^s  oAX'^Xovs  iiAui6rrmw*  ^ 

Dr.  Vincent,  the  learned  commentator  on  the  Periplus,  seems  to  hesitate  in  believ- 
ing this  assertion  of  Arrian  that  the  government  of  the  Sindh,  Katch,  and  Oujarit 
province,  was  in  the  hands  of  a  tribe  of  the  Parthians,  '  ^curiXcveroi  14  bmh  n^^ikfr.' 
'  If,'  says  this  author, '  the  governing  power  were  Parthians,  the  distance  is  very  great 
for  them  to  arrive  at  the  Indus ;  may  we  not,  by  the  assistance  of  imagination, 
suppose  them  to  have  been  Affghans,  whose  inroads  into  India  have  been  frequent  in 
all  ages.  That  the  government  was  not  HindA  is  manifest,  and  any  tribe  fit>m  the 
west  might  be  confounded  with  Parthians.  If  we  suppose  them  to  be  Affghans,  this 
is  a  primary  conquest  of  that  nation,  extending  from  the  Indus  to  Gujarfct,  very 
similar  to  the  invasions  of  Mahm6d  the  Ghaznivite.'  *    If  for  '  Affghans*  in  this  pas- 

i  Vincent,  <  Periplus  of  the  Erythrean  Sea,'  ii.  886. 
>  Ibid.,  ii.  685. 
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•lage,  we  sabstitute  the  Hithraie  races  of  Seist&n  and  Ghazni,  by  whateyer  name  they 
were  known  at  the  time,  we  find  confirmation  of  such  a  line  of  inyasion  both  in 
Maason's  remarks ;  in  our  Indo-  Sassanian  coins ;  and  in  Arrian :  for  the  fire-worship 
wonld  be  quite  ground  enough  for  his  classing  the  ruling  race  under  the  general  term 
of  Parthian.^ 

At  any  rate,  as  our  author  says,  the  ruling  power  was  not  then  Hind6 ;  and 
therefore  tiie  dynasty  of  the  S&has,  in  which  we  find  the  genuine  Hind6  names  of 
Rudra,  Yiiwa,  Ylra,  and  Yijaya  could  not  yet  have  sprung  up.  Thus  we  have  a 
limit  on  either  side,  between  the  third  and  the  seventh  century,  to  assign  to  them, 
and  we  have  names  enough  to  occupy  one-half  of  that  space.  The  family  name  of 
S6h,  or  S&hu,  is  not  Sanskrit,*  but  it  is  very  extensiyely  used  in  the  vernacular 
dialects.  Half  of  the  mah&jans  of  Ben&res  are  named  S&h,>  and  the  epithet  evi- 
dently implies  *  merchants,'  for  we  find  the  same  root  in  the  tdhukdr  (jtaukdr)  *  agent ;' 
MomUi,  iauddaar,  *  trade,'  *  trader ; '  and  perhaps  in  the  Persian  word  add,  *  interest.' 
One  branch  of  this  western  tribe,  S6h,  ^  has  been  eleyated  to  royalty  in  the  present 
occupants  of  the  throne  of  Nipid,  the  Garkh61is,  who  overturned  the  Malla  line  in 
1768,  having  confessedly  migrated  from  XJdayapur  close  upon  the  borders  of  our  sup- 
posed Sindian  kingdom,  and  settled  in  the  hilly  district  of  Kem&on  about  two  centu- 
ries anterior  to  their  conquest  of  Nip61  proper. 

The  learned  memoir  of  Prof.  Lassen  on  the  Pentapotamia  furnishes  us  with  a 
proof  that  the  S&hs  of  Sinde  and  Gujar&t  were  well  known  at  the  time  the  seventh 
chapter  of  the  'Mah&bhiirata '  was  written ;  for,  when  describing  with  all  the  acrimony 
of  tiiose  who  had  suffered  from  their  aggressions,  the  origin  and  habits  of  the  Bahlics, 
or  Bactrians  of  the  Panjftb,  or  Panchanada,  in  the  44th  verse ;  we  find  the  following 
words  put  into  the  moutili  of  Kama : 

which  Lassen  translates : 

'^Prasthali,  Madri,  G&ndh&ri,  Aratti  profecto  latrones ; 
Necnon  Basates  et  Sauriri  Sindhuidse :  ita  in  uniyersum  vituperantur." 
And,  in  a  note,  he  alludes  to  a  variation  in  the  manuscript  whence  Wilson  thus 


>  By  Parthians,  according  to  Moses  of  Ghorene,  should  be  understood  the  Pal- 
havis,  or  Balhayls,  or  people  of  Pahla,  Balha  or  Balcha,  the  Balika  or  Bahlka  of  the 
Sanskrit,  and  the  Bactria  of  the  Greeks :  whence  were  deriyed  the  PehM  dynasty 
and  Pehlyl  writing  of  Persia;  and  the  Palhawans  of  their  more  ancient  poetry : — ^an 
explanation  so  compreheneiye  and  simple,  that  it  seems  curious  it  should  eyer  haye 
been  disputed  by  the  learned.  Is  it  not  also  highly  probable  that  the  Balabhi  kings, 
and  their  capital,  the  BalabMpura  of  Gujar&t,  should  originally  haye  referred  to  a 
Pahlayi  dynasty  holding  or  re-establishing  their  sway  in  this  prorince  ?  The  San- 
skrit name  of  uie  town,  according  to  Tod,  is  Balika-pnra,  and  of  the  kings,  Balika- 
rai.  We  must  find  their  coins  and  decipher  their  inscriptions  ere  we  shall  be  compe- 
tent to  enter  more  fully  on  the  subject. 

*  ^ff  8aha  or  ^^^l|  Saha-deva  is,  however,  the  youngest  of  the  five  P6ndava 
princes,  and  might  be  accepted  by  some  etymologists  as  the  original  of  a  patronymic^ 
S&hiu  ^ff  also  signifies  *  increase,  addition ;'  but  <Q1V  is  generally  looked  upon 
as  the  root  of  S6hu,  the  mercantile  name. 

s  Gopal  Das  S6h,  Goal  Das  S&h,  etc. 

*  I  perceiye  also,  in  a  manuscript  just  received  from  Capt.  Sleeman,  that  the  S&hs 
frequently  reigned  at  Garha  Mandehi. 
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translated  the  same  paange :  <<  The  Prasthalaa  (perh^w  hordoren)  Madras,  Gindh&sas, 
Arattas,  Khoaas,  Blisas,  Atisindhus  (or  those  heyond  the  Sindhu),  Saaviras,  are  all 
eqnalljinfarooiis." — '^Legfit igitar  i| | If H .Villi ;  Sed  prtestaotioreiii  prebet  leetio- 
nem  Codex  Parisiensis ;  et  Chasi  hac  non  pertinent ;  a  Pentapotamia  enim  sunt 
alieni.  Basorom  et  Atismdhuidaram  nomina  ignota  mihi  sunt,  et  in  errorem  A./, 
indaci  sese  passus  est  doctissimns  Anglus.  Compositom  non  ex  tribns,  sed  ex 
daobns  tantnm  nominihus  constat,  Bas^ti  et  Sindhnsanvfra.  Poeteriores  i«n<l^T>fa^i' 
Rim.,  I.  xii.  25 :  ed.  Schl.,  et  alio  nomine  appellati  sunt  CmmMaea  (Hem.,  ch.  It.  26.) 
Prius  nomen  sspius  in  Bh&ratea  reperi,  ex.  c.  in  hoc  yersn,  ex  lihro  sexto  descripto  : 

'  G&ndh&ri,  l^addhales,  orientales  montium  incohe  atque  Ba^fctes.' 
The  Professor's  reading  so  entirely  accords  with  the  conditions  of  oar  S&h  or  San 
fraternity,  that  no  doubt  can  be  entertained  of  its  being  correct ;  and  we  gain  a  rery 
important  step  by  learning  the  Sanskrit  mode  of  spelling  the  term,  IfT*  nnce  we  may 
thence  hazard  a  new  interpretation  of  the  word  Saor&Bhtra,  as  Saa-r6shtra,  'the 
country  of  the  Sau  tribe,  a  more  close  and  plausible  one  than  that  hitherto  accepted 
of  Sanrya-rftshtra,  '  the  couitry  of  the  sun-worshippers.' 

The  72nd  couplet  confirms  such  an  interpretation,  by  ascribing  precisely  the  same 
iniquities  (theft,  or  perhaps  commercial  usury)  to  the  Saur&shtrians,  the  Towel  being 
only  shortened  for  the  sake  of  the  verse. 

'  Orientales  serri  sunt,  meridionales  turpes,  Bahici  latrones,  Surashtri  prsdatorea.' 

Commentators  hare  uniformly  supposed  Sur6shtra  to  denote  the  modem  Sikrat, 
but  this  is  an  error :  the  name  applies  only  to  the  Surastr6ne  of  Ptolemy ;  and  S6rat, 
as  I  am  assured  by  Mr.  Borrodaile  of  the  Bombay  Civil  Service,  is  comparatiTely  a 
modem  town ;  and  its  name,  now  Persianized  into  iZJjy^  Sitraty  was  originally  Sttr- 
yapur,  *  the  town  of  the  Sun.' 

I  waive  all  discussion  here  on  the  important  bearing  the  above  theory  has  on  the 
age  of  the  '  Mah&bh&rata,*  and  of  the  *  R&m&yana :'  either  the  S&hs  or  Sinde  must  be 
very  old,  or  the  passages  of  abuse  and  praise  in  these  poems  must  yield  their  claim  to 
high  antiquity.  At  any  rate,  a  departure  from  strict  orthodoxy  is  established  against 
the  tribe. 

There  are  some  other  points  in  the  reverse  legend  of  the  coins  before  us  that  call 
for  further  explanation— first,  of  the  word  kriirima.  The  expression  quoted  above 
from  Arrian  indicates  something  of  an  elective  government,  even  while  the  Parthians 
ruled  at  Minagara ;  each  party,  as  it  acquired  the  ascendancy  in  the  politics  of  the 
state,  '  choosing  a  king  out  of  its  own  body.' 

Dr.  Vincent  supposes  that  the  contending  parties  (the  Whigs  and  Tories  of  their 
day)  were  not  both  Parthians,  but  more  probably  Parthian  and  Indian.  This  view  is 
not  a  little  supported  by  the  coin  evidence,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  imagine  that 
the  native  influence  of  a  rich  mercantile  aristocracy  at  length  prevailed,  and  excluded 
the  Parthians  altogether.  Of  these  Parthians  we  see  the  remnant  in  the  P&rsis,  so 
numerously  located  in  Gujar&t  and  Sdirat,  and  can  easily  imagine,  from  their  numbers 
and  commercial  enterprise,  that  they  must  have  been  formidable  rivals  to  the  indige* 
nous  merchant  kings. 

Something  of  this  feudal  system  of  government  is  visible  to  this  day,  in  the  frater- 
nity of  the  jar<{jah»  or  chiefii  of  Eattiw&r  and  Eatch.  The  name  jar^fah  might, 
without  any  unwarrantable  license,  be  deduced  from  tah-r4;'a,  Persianized  to  ja-rq/a, 
or  local  chieftain.    In  1809  there  were  twenty  or  more  of  these  chiefs  in  Katch 
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alone,  able  to  famish  a  contingent  of  from  two  hundred  to  one  thooaand  men.^  In 
the  Gnjar&t  peninBula  the  nnmber  must  be  much  greater,  nnce,  in  1807  there  were 
estimated  to  be  five  thousand  two  hundred  iamilies  in  which  the  inhnman  custom  of 
female  in&nticide  was  regarded  as  a  dignified  distinction  of  their  caste  I 

In  the  names  of  these  modem  chieftains  we  can  trace  a  few  of  our  list  aira,  vifo, 
and  vira  :  and  a  town  called  Damanagar  may  haTe  owed  its  foundation  to  our  prince  of 
that  name.  The  Jah-r&jahs  and  Kattfs  call  themselTee  Hindfis,  but  are  Tery  super- 
ficially acquainted  with  the  doctrines  of  their  fidth :  the  real  objects  of  their  worship 
are  the  Sun  and  the  '  Matha  Assapuri '  >  '  the  goddess  of  nature,'— doubtless  the 
Nanaia  of  more  classical  Bactria.  They  are  said  to  impress  the  solar  image  on  CTcry 
written  document.  We  are  accordingly  prepared  to  find  it  on  their  ancient  coinage, 
where  it  is  seen  on  the  right  hand  side,  the  moon  (matha  for  m4s  or  mdh)  being 
always  in  company  on  the  left. 

The  central  symbol  I  have  had  to  explain  so  often  and  with  so  many  modifica- 
tions, that  I  really  feel  it  becomes  more  of  an  enigma  the  more  that  b  said  of  it !  It 
occurs  on  the  Pantaleon  Greek  coins;  on  the  Indo-Scythic  group;  on  the  Behat 
Buddhist  group;  on  similar  coins  dug  up  in  Ceylon;  and  here  at  the  opposite 
extremity  of  India.  It  is  the  Buddhist  Chaitya,  the  Mithraic  fiame— Mount  Mem, 
Mount  Abd !  In  &ct,  it  is  as  yet  unintelligible ;  and  the  less  said  of  it  the  sooner 
unsaid  when  the  enigma  shaU  be  happily  solved ! 

Legend  of  the  Obverse. 

Having  satisfactorily  made  out  the  contents  of  the  inscription  on  the  reverse  of 
the  Saur&shtra  coins,  I  might  have  hoped  to  be  equally  successful  with  the  obverse ; 
but  here  I  must  confess  myself  quite  foUed.  From  the  obverse  die  being  somewhat 
larger  than  the  other,  it  seldom  happens  that  a  perfect  legend  can  be  met  with ;  and 
by  pla3ing  together  all  the  scraps  from  different  samples,  enough  only  can  be  restored 
to  shew— first,  its  general  character ;  second,  to  prove  that  it  is  not  Sanskrit ;  and 
third,  that  it  contains  two  distinct  styles  of  letter  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  head  - 
that  on  the  right  having  a  strong  resemblance  to  Greek,  the  other  a  fiainter  to  Pehlvi ; 
but  both  written  by  an  ignorant  hand.  The  three  or  four  Pehlvi  letters  are  variable 
and  quite  illegible ;  but  the  others,  by  combining  the  two  first  examples  in  the  plate 
(No.  5,  from  my  coin ;  8,  from  Mr.  Steuart),  might  be  read  wmonu  vaaiUut,  allowing 
sufficient  latitude  for  Uie  conmption  of  a  century  or  two.  Should  my  conjecture  be 
admitted,  even  to  the  extent  that  the  letters  are  Greek,  we  may  safely  attribute  their 
presence  to  the  supremacy  of  the  Arsacidan  king  of  Persia ;  or,  looking  further  back, 
to  the  offsets  of  the  Bactrian  kingdom  in  the  valley  of  the  Indus,  where  the  Greek 
characters  were  still  retained,  as  proved  by  the  coins  of  Kodes  and  Nones  (or  Yonones), 
Azes,  etc. ;  and  we  may  conclude  that  his  portrait,  and  not  that  of  the  tributary  r&ja, 
was  allowed  to  grace  the  coinage  of  Saur&shtra. 

The  sway  of  Demetrius,  we  know  from  Sfcrabo,  to  have  extended  over  the  delta  of 
the  Indus,  and  the  retrenchment  of  a  single  particle  frt)m  his  text  would  make  it 
include  Saur&shtra  also.    Speaking  of  Menander's  Indian  possessions,  he  says  :— 

"Eiye  icol  rhp'Tiraifty  (^Tvafftw)  Bt4fin  «"/>^»  '•  ««i  /*'XP«  '»••»'  Itra/tov  (^Itt/tAifov)  vpo 
ii\$4,  roft^y  7^  o^r^r,  ra8c  AiifJiiiTptos  'Ev9v^/mu  vlos  rov  BatcrpUtw  fiaa't\4ott  9b 
fiopQW  Bt  llaTTuKiii^v  Korwxoyi  a\kd  leai  r^s  iXkris  vapoKias  Hrrc  TwvapU^rov 
icaKov/jJyriv  md  tiji»  2ty4pTt^f  /Boo-iXt lor. 


1  HamUton's  *  Hindostan,'  i.  687.  ^  *  Ibid.  i.  637. 
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On  this  important  passage  manj  have  been  the  opinions  expressed  hj  the  leftnie< 
Bayer  refers  the  third  name  (the  first  two  being  fixed  as  the  Hyphasia  and  Jamii&)  to  tfa 
months  of  the  Oaogos :  '  qoam  Strabo,  alteram  oram  maritimam  novaiu.eT^o'tmpiS^^a 
dicit?  nempe  nnllam  potnit,  nisi  que  ad  Gangis  flu  minis  ostia  ubi  et  Zey^^rtS^i 
reg^nm.*  Lassen,  from  whose  'Pentapotamia'  I  hare  cited  the  above  extract,  think 
that  the  word  merely  allades  to  the  coasts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pattalene  ;  and  h 
identifies  Sigertis  with  the  Sanskrit  f^Pf^  trigartd^  in  the  province  of  L.&hoT 
Manners  places  the  former  in  Gujar&t:  'ad  oram  maritimam,  qaa>  hodie  Gujarac 
oltro  nomine  Sanskrit  IraT^  Gurjdra,  appellata  est  r^ctn^U^rov  regionem  refer 
Mannertna,  qnod  at  yeritatem  hand  dubie  proximo  accedit,  sed  nil  ccrtioa  de  hot 
nomine  invenio/  ^ 

Now,  by  abstractingf  as  I  said  before,  the  twice  repeated  particle  r€,  or  bv 
changing  res  to  the  article  rov  or  nyr,  the  whole  obscnrity  of  the  text  disappears, 
and  the  BoircXcia  nyr  SapiooTou  KuXovyAmi  stands  forth  as  the  maritime  kingdom  oi 
Saur&shtra.  This  interpretation  is  surely  more  natural  than  the  extension  of 
Menander's  rule  to  the  extreme  east  of  India,  merely  to  find  another  maritime  delta 
and  port  for  the  Qneco-Latinizcd  corruption  of  a  name  quasi  Tessariostia ! 

But  we  dare  not  venture  on  any  speculations  in  regard  to  Greek  names  or  affairs, 
lest  we  undergo  castigation  from  the  Hellenic  critics  of  Paris,  who  are  sorprised  at 
our  ignorance  of  authors,  ancient  and  modem,  Greek  and  German,  whose  works  we 
regret  to  say  have  never  yet  visited  the  banks  of  the  Ganges !  We  *  Indianistes  ' 
must  then  leave  this  investigntion  to  M.  Raoul  Bochettc  as  being  altogether,  to 
use  his  own  words,  *  hors  du  d^partement  de  nos  Etudes ! ' 

There  are  still  two  series  of  Saur&shtra  coins  to  be  examined,  but  I  have  not  yet 
wholly  succeeded  in  decyphering  them,  and  my  readers  will  doubtless  rejoice  at  such 
an  excuse  for  postponing  their  discussion.    I  cannot,  however,  let  pass  the  present 
opportunity  of  mentioning,  as  a  highly  curious  circumstance,  the  very  great  similarity 
between  the  old  Sanskrit  and  the  Greek  character.     Their  striking  uniformity  be- 
comes more  palpable  the  farther  we  retire  into  antiquity,  the  older  the  monuments  we 
have  to  decypher;  so  that  even  now,  while  we  are  quite  green  in  the  study,  we  might 
almost  dare  to  advance  (with  the  fear  of  M.  Raoul  Rochette  before  us),  that  the 
oldest  Greek  (that  written  like  the  Phoenician  from  right  to  left)  was  nothing  more  • 
than  Sanskrit  turned  topey-turvey !    A  startling  proposition  this  for  those  who  have  so 
long  implicitly  believed  in  Cadmus,  and  the  introduction  from  Egypt  of  what,  perchance, 
never  existed  there.    Tet  there  is  nothing  very  new  nor  very  unnatural  in  the  hypo- 
thesis ;  since  the  connection  of  the  Greek  with  the  Phcenician  and  Samaritan  alpha- 
bets, has  been  admitted  as  a  strong  evidence  that  *■  the  use  of  letters  travelled  pro- 
gressively from  Chaldea  to  Phoenicia,  and  thence  along  the  coasts  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean '  \  <  and  the  Greek  language  is  now  so  indisputably  proved  to  be  but  a  bnnch 
of  the  Sanskrit  stem,  that  it  is  not  likely  it  should  have  separated  from  its  parent 
without  carrying  away  some  germs  of  the  art  of  writing,  already  perhaps  brought  to 
perfection  by  the  followers  of  Brahmiu     But  my  arguments  are  not  those  of  boob,  or 
learning,  or  even  tradition,  but  solely  of  graphic  similitude  and  ocular  evidence. 

The  Greek  letters  are  dressed  bya  line  at  the  foot,  in  most  cases,  as  A  A  A  M  n  T, 
etc.  -, — ^the  Devaniigari  are  made  even  along  the  upper  surface  of  the  letters,  and  in 
later  ages  a  straight  line  has  been  introduced  at  the  top,  frt>m  which  the  grammatic 


1  <  De  Pentapotamia  Indica  Oommentatio'  C.  Lasaenii,  51. 
*  'Pantographia,'  p.  107. 
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elements  are  suspended.  The  Greek  alphabet  is  devoid  of  all  system,  and  has  had 
additions  made  to  it  at  Tarious  times.  Some  of  these,  as  ♦  X  Y  A,  are  precisely  those 
which  present  the  least  resemblance  to  the  Sanskrit  forms. 

I  have  placed  my  endence  at  the  bottom  of  pi.  xxiv.,  taking  my  Greek  type  from 
the  well-formed  letters  on  coins,  and  from  the  Boostrophedon  tablet  of  Sigeum. 

Of  the  yowels,  A  I  O  and  T,  present  a  striking  conformity  with  the  rowels  ^  T, 
and  the  semiyowels  ^  and  Jf  of  the  oldest  Sanskrit  alphabets  inyerted.  The  Towel 
E  is  anconformable,  and  resembles  more  the  short  c  of  the  Zend.  The  long  H  is  a 
later  introduction,  and  appears  to  be  merely  the  iteration  of  the  short  Towel  I,  as  » 
is  of  OO. 

In  the  consonants,  we  find  BTAZeKAMNIIPST,  in  fact  every  one  of  the 
letters,  excepting  those  of  after  invention,  are  represented  with  considerable  exactness, 
by  the  ^  (or  double  V)'  ^  V  ^  ^  ^9  W  ^  ^  XT  ^  ^  7T  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  Sanskrit 
alphabet,  although  there  is  hardly  a  shadow  of  resemblance  between  any  pair  in  their 
modem  forms.  The  same  precision  cannot  be  expected  in  every  case ;  the  B  A  e  A 
M  N  n  P  T  require,  like  the  voweb,  to  be  viewed  in  an  inverted  position  :  the  r  and  2 
remain  unturned :  the  Z  and  K  require  to  be  partially  turned.  The  A  and^  may  be 
deemed  a  little  far-fetched ;  the  B  taken  from  the  double  v,  and  the  A  from  the 
aspirated  \j|,  may  also  be  objected  to ;  but  taking  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  whole, 
it  seems  to  me  impossible  that  so  constant  and  so  close  a  conformity  of  the  alpha- 
betical symbols  of  two  distant  nations  should  exist  without  affording  demonstration  of 
a  common  origin.  Whether  the  priority  is  to  be  conceded  to  the  Greeks,  the  Pelas- 
gians,  or  the  Hindus,  is  a  question  requiring  great  research,  and  not  less  impartiality, 
to  determine.  The  paliBOgraphy  of  India  is  now  becoming  daily  a  more  interesting 
and  important  study,  and-  it  cannot  fail  to  elicit  disclosures  hitherto  unexpected  on 
the  connection  between  the  European  and  Asiatic  alphabets.^ 


^  [A  paper  by  Dr.  Weber,  *  Ueber  den  Semitischen  Urspmng  desindischen  Alpha- 
betee,'  is  to  be  found  in  the  '  Zeitschriit  der  Deutsche,'  etc.  for  1856,  p.  389.  I  may 
have  occasion  to  notice  this  more  in  detail  hereafter.  ] 
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